


youth in action---------------- ---------. 

Kansas BYF Has New 
Adventure 
by Shelia Strobel 

F or their summer camp, the Kan­
sas BYF tried a new adventure. A 

group of 22 workers, including spon­
sors, traveled to the San Luis Valley 
in Colorado to work at the home mis­
sion churches, July 22-29. 

They spent the major part of the 
week at Bethel Baptist Church in Del 
Norte doing carpentry work and 
painting the new addition to the 
church inside and out as well as the 
existing building. (A group of men 
from various N .A.B. Conference 
churches had previously been there 
to construct the new addition.) Also, 
a group of the guys unloaded 58,000 
pounds of food commodities off a 
semi truck at the Monte Vista 
church. 

Evening acti vities included a dai ly 
Bible s tud y led by Rev . Ben Hulsmg 
from the N. A.B. Semjnary, as well as 
swimming, mountain climbing, and 
visiting the Grea t Sand Dunes. 

Group members took part in the 
services of the three churches at Del 
Norte, Monte Vista, and Cente r, o n 
Sunday morning . From there, th ey 
traveled to Denver where they were 
housed by members of Meadowhills 
Baptist Church of Aurora. Mo nday 
was spent s ightseeing . The group 
returned to Kansas o n July 29. 

Mr. David Riffel, Wichita, s ta te 
BYF director; the Rev. Pe rry Kallis, 
Marion, camp pastor; and Mrs . 
Linda Kallis, who prepared meals, 
acco m panied the gro u p . Th e 
weeklong workcamp provided the 
youth with a hands-on m ission ex­
perience and an opportuni ty to serve 
the Lord in ways many had never 
done before. It defin ite ly was a 
sp iritual ly maturing time .I J 

Ka11sas Yo11tli replace s11111111er ca111p will! a workca111p i11 Colorado. 

Edmonton Youth Go to 
Chicago to Minister 
by Carol Fulmore 

A taste of urban ministries was 
one of the experiences of the 

" Son Seekers, " a mus ical-drama 
group of 25 high school young peo­
ple from Meadowlark Bapti s t 
Church. 

The group, with their six s ponsors, 
traveled from Edmonton to Chicago, 
Illinois, between July 13 and August 
3. Enroute they presented a musical 
drama, " The Warrior ls a Child," 

eleven times. 
In Chicago, the group assis ted 

with the VBS at Albany Pa rk Bap tis t 
Church. They also participa ted in 
urban minis tr ies, help ing in soup 
kitchens, overnight she lte rs, and 
community programs . 

The "Son Seekers" were led by 
Youth Pastor Allan Kjesbo and his 
wife Den ise. The Rev. Ken Mac­
Donald is pastor of Meadowlark .O 

North Pointe Youth Group 
Enthusiastic about Program 
by Ginny Thomas 

T he youth g roup at North Pointe 
Baptis t Church has more than 

tripled in s ize and has show n a con­
tag io us enthusiasm to those they 
meet. Rece nt acti vities included 
persenting " An Autobiography of a 
Church Pew," and white water raft­
ing . Some of the youth a re headed 
fu r specialized Chris tian service. 

SWAP (Summer with a Purpose) 
is an annual p rogram fo r junio r hig h 
youth held at North Po in te Ba ptist 
Church . The program consis ts of 
Bible s tudy, recreatio n, snacks, and 
field trips . Ma ny of the youth co me 
fro m o uts id e the Church . 

Pau l Thomas is You th Mi nis ter at 
the Church. O 
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What Are Our Youth Thinking? 

Recently, the Baptist Herald asked youth 
pastors and sponsors of youth groups in 
our churches to participate in a youth 
survey. Junior and senior high youth 
groups from twen ty-two churches 
responded. Responses from youth across 

Immanuel Baptist, Vancouver. BC. youtli . 

What would the youth like to be able to 
tell their parents or feel free to talk about 
with them? 

Youth want open communication with their 
parents. They want to be able to express their own 
opinions and feelings about things, to discuss their 
ideas and actions in an atmosphere of acceptance 
and support. 

"I would like to feel free to be open and not ex­
pect punishment for honesty, " one youth wrote. 
Another stated, "I would like to talk to them 
about any thing without their being judgmental." 

Commented one youth sponsor: "Youth have a 
fear of talking to their parents because they are 
afraid of being laughed at or not taken seriously. 
They don 't want their parents to look down upon 
them when they need to 'just talk .' " 

Topics cited on a lmost every group's survey 
sheet as items youth would like to talk with their 
parents about included school and grades, friends, · 
peer pressure, the opposit~ sex, dating, sex, and 
making decisions. 'Things are not as easy as 
pa rents think they should be," declared one teen. 

Personal and (amily problems are other a reas 
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Canada and the United States tended to 
be s imilar whether they were from small 
towns, or urban, suburban, or rural 
areas. A summary of answers the youth 
gave to the survey fo llows. 

youth wish to ta lk about. "I'd like to feel free to 
talk tom~ parents about my secrets and problems, 
so 1 don t have to hold them in, " confided one 
teen. Another wanted t0 talk about proble t 
h "b ms a 
. ?me, ec~use my parents think it's all fine, but 
1t s really different since their divorce." 

~eve~al teen~ felt they had a very good relation­
ship with th~1r parents. "I feel free to discuss 
a l.most anything with them," stated one senior 
high. yo~th , "but I wish there were more com­
munication. I would like to be able to tell my 
p~rents that I can take care of myself and deal 
wit~ the consequences of my ac tions, although 
their concerns are very apprecia ted." 

What kinds of responses by parents do 
youth appreciate? Not appreciate? 

. Youth had very definite opinions on this ques­
tion . Overwhelmingly they liked to hear "Y I " 

Youth cra ve praise and apprecia tion from t~~ir 
parents. !he co~ment, "I appreciate it when they 
tell me, You did a good 1·ob! ' or T d f 

1
• .. m prou o 

you. was repeated many times on the survey 

sheets. "If I did a lot of good, don't just pick out 
the one thing I didn't do or forgot to do," re­
quested one junior higher. Youth also want their 
parents to tell them, "I love you." 

In addition to positive responses and encourage­
ment from their parents, youth appreciate their 
willingness to listen, their understanding, and 
their open-mindedness. "I appreciate a reasonable, 
posit ive, honest response from parents, after 
they've listened to your wliole problem," stated 
one youth. 

One youth sponsor wrote, "Kids want to be heard 
and lis tened to as an important person, someone 
that the parents are proud of. Kids like to be en­
couraged, not continually torn down or given 
negative responses." 

Youth were equally definite about what parent­
al responses they did 1101 appreciate. An outrigh t 
"No!" with no reason given, or a negative answer 
accompanied by a lecture frustrated youth. 
"Youth want honesty," stated one youth sponsor 
after discussing this question with the church 
you th group. "They don't want their legitimate 
questions pushed off wi th arbitrary answers or 
responses such as 'You're too young to worry 
about that .' These are unsatisfactory to the young 
people who need to know. " 

One youth group came up with a series of 
"don'ts" for parents: "Don't beat around the bush; 
don't compare us to other siblings or friends; don 't 
call us names; don' t say things to put us down. " 
Nagging, yelling, anger, distrust, assuming the 
worst, and bringing up too much of the past were 
also disliked by the youth. 

"I don't appreciate it when my parents bug me 
about always doing something," said one youth . 
A senior high youth stated : "I do not appreciate 
responses which try to motivate me through guilt, 
shame, anger, or fear. " Another teen said, "I don't 
appreciate it when parents assume you ask ques­
tions (for example, about sex or alcohol) because 
you're in ~rouble. " 

What are things they wish parents would 
tell them? 

Once again , youth indicated that they wished 
their parents would tell them that they love them 
and are proud of them. Youth want their parents 
to tell them "that they are important and special; 
that they have unique gifts and talents; tha t they 
accept them no matter what; that they believe in 
them. " 

In addi tion to this affirmation , youth would like 
to have their parents' advice on the problems they 

face. "They would like their parents to tell them 
everything so they can be ready when they face 
good and bad situations," reports one youth spon­
sor. 

Youth showed great interest in learning about 
their parents' past. "I wish my parents would tell 
me more about themselves before I was born and 
about their philosophies (beliefs) and expectations 
in life, in me, in themselves, and Christian living," 
stated a senior high youth. Another added , "I wish 
they would tell me about when they were young 
and went through the same kinds of problems." 

Youth indicated that they wanted to understand 
their parents and the pressures they face better. "I 
wish my parents would tell me more about their 
problems and feelings," said one teen. 

Other items that youth wished their parents 
would tell them about included family schedules 
and fami ly situations and problems. "I wish my 
P.arents would tell me if the family is having finan­
Cial difficulties," said one youth . "Youth would 
li~e to be informed about 'family secrets' such as 
divorce," stated a youth sponsor. 

What things do youth think they could do 
to better understand and help their 
parents? 

For the most part, youth suggested treat ing their 
phrents as they wish their parents would treat 
~. em: "Listen to them"; "Spend time with them"; 
!ry to look at si tuations from their point of 
v~ew"; "Be patient"; "Be honest"; 'Talk to them 
a 0 ut what they do and what they like. " 

--­Yo utJ, f rom l111111m111c/ Baptist C/111rcl1. Vancouver. BC. disc11ss s11rt•ey 
q11estions. 
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One youth group summed it up: "Young people 
should take the time to listen to their parents . 
Parents should talk about their teen years. If 
parents would do that, teens would understand 
why the parents react the way they do ." 

Another group advocated tolerance and 
understanding: "Don't criticize them (parents), 
either for what they say or how they do things. 
They will inevitably be different; it can't be 
helped. Don't try to change them to the latest 
trends and styles, but accept them for what they 
are and where they are at." 

Specific suggestions for gett ing to know their 
parents better were numerous. These included 
working side-by-side with parents; attending func­
tions they are involved in; and participating in an 
activity, sport, or hobby the parent enjoys. 
Several mentioned watching television with their 
parents, "even if it means watching nature shows 
on public TV with dad," or watching "Huntley 
Street" in German . 

Youth felt they could help their parents by 
cooperating more and volunteering to help. "I 
could do what they say without complaining, " 
suggested one teen . "I could have more respon­
sibilities for a while," decided another. 

Better communication from the teen to the 
parent was also mentioned: "I could explain things 
better"; "I could better inform them about what's 
going on in my life." "We could have family 
di~cussions," suggested one teen. Severa l thought 
going out weekly for a family gathering would 
also be helpful. 

What are ways youth reach out for Christ 
to their peers? To invite them to church or 
the youth group? 

Foremost in their answers, youth mentioned 
life-style evangelism. "The only way any age per­
son can reach out fo r Christ is to live what they 
believe," declared one teen. "Reach out to peers by 
getting to be friends, exchanging ideas, and by be­
ing an example," said another. "We've reached out 
by taking in kids who didn't really fi t in , accepted 
them, and made them feel welcome," observed a 
senior high youth . Youth also stressed helping 
others who were in difficult situations. 

In addition, youth reach out through their con­
versations with peers. "I start with some common 
ground and try to introduce Christ into that com­
mon ground," reported one senior high youth . 
"Steer conversation to Christ, " and 'T ell them 
what the Bible says about things they are discuss­
ing," were other suggestions. 

Most youth mentioned that they invite their 
peers to the acti vities of their youth groups as a 
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major way of reaching them for Christ. "I invite 
them to a youth group activity a nd then, eventual­
ly, if they don' t feel too threatened, to a church 
service," related one teen. Others use Christian 
music as a witness or invite thei r peers to Christian 
rock concerts. Retreats, camp, and YBS were also 
cited as places youth took their friends to expose 
them to the Christian faith. 

How do youth care? 

Some youth groups were confused over the 
meaning of this question. Those who responded 
emphasized being sensitive to and aware of the 
needs and feelings of others in order to offer sup­
port: "I listen to others' problems and comfort 
them. They rely on me. I hurt when they do. " 
"Youth care by being there and taking action. " 
Several mentioned sacrificing time and money to 
do something for someone with a need. 

Several youth groups reported on specific ways 
they care for those ou tside of their immediate cir­
cle of friends and famil y. "Youth care through 
various planned activities such as a starve-a-thon 
to raise money for the hungry, " wrote one youth 
sponsor. "Youth care by supporting foreign 
children," stated one youth . "We show we care by 
visiting shut-ins," said another. 

What do youth most care about? What is 
their major concern? 

The major concerns of youth ran the gamut 
from the personal (their physical appearance, 
popularity, school grades) to the global (world 
peace, nuclear war, hunger). 

Many focused on personal concerns. "Accept­
ance both by parents and peers rose high on the 
list of major concerns faced by youth today," 
~epor~ed one youth sponsor. 'Their major concern 
is en1 oyment or pleasure, " concluded another 
sponsor. 'This is achieved through various outlets 
such as friends, music, and money. They a lso care 
about their relationships with the opposite sex as 
well as their friends of the same sex . They ~are 
a.bout ~od and thei r devotional life, as well as get­
ting a iob and their education." 

Many of the concerns cited by youth centered 
on their rela~ionships . Declared one youth, "I care 
about my friends and family and God ." I'm con­
cerned about my friends and relatives knowing the 
Lord, " said one junior high youth . 

The future and what it holds for them was 
~nother major concern of the youth surveyed. 
What am I going to be and do when I grow up?" 

asked one youth . 'Tm concerned about my fu ture 
and the future of my fami ly members," stated one 

senior high teen. 
Some youth also voiced political and social con­

cerns. Quite a few mentioned the threat of nuclear 
war. Others were concerned about the poor, 
unemployment , abortion, tensions with the Soviet 
Union, homosexuality, and curing terminal 
diseases. 

How do youth view (feel about) the 
future? 

Answers to this question swung from one end of 
the spectrum to the other, from. optimism to 
pessimism, from anxiety to confi~.ence: '."1~n~ 
answered simply, "Scared"; others, Opt1m1stic. 
Sometimes contradictory feelings were expresse~ 
by the same person. "It's neat, exciting, sea~, 
said one youth . "I usually get nervous because~ m 
afraid I'll make a wrong decision or do something 
that will affect the rest of my life" But Ihalsd tr\~ 
little excited about all the good things a ea a 
don't know about," explained one teen. e 

A few take a more casual approach an~ s~.m k 
are indifferent, "I don't think most yout tth 1~ . 1 

b h f t re " stated one you · 
too much a out t e u u ' d h e things 
think they jus~ go on day.;:;d~~s~ndon~p want to 
just keep getting better. y l . 

think about it."f d their immediate future. 
Often youth ocuse on · to do in the 

"Youth care about what they are going h . 
. riage) but t e1r con-

future (their v=~~t~~~e~;~ediate such as getting 
cerns are gener . !ans dates and passing 
a summer job, vacation p ' . , 

" outh leader summarized. 
grades, one Y 'th the teen who declared , 

A number agree w1 bl " Concern about 
"Th Id is in deep trou e. 

e wor ossibility of nuclear war sur-
wo rld peace and the p f ed the assurance they 
faced again. ~any . mhe~ 1~ d . 'The futu re looks 
have from their fa1t in o . f ' t " 'Tm 

b I f I God will take care o 1 · 
uncertain, ut ee . h " "We really don't 
thankful that Jesus g~vebs ope.we know what will 
have to wo rry about it ecause 
happen in the end times." 

d th feel the church can better How o you 
meet their needs? 

. 'ty of youth wanted their 
The great maion h . . nd even increase t e1r sup-

churches to co nt inue a . · ·t· "They . h up and 1ts act1v1 1es. 
port of their yout gro . r leaders who stay 
would like regular sponso1 s o "They 

" t d one youth sponsor. 
lo nger, repor e f 'l't' s and access to mo re 
would like proper a~ I ie activities such as 
funding so they can . ~ ?;~~ev e more yout h 
Chri s t ia n c?ncerts . s " suggested one 
specia ls- music, drama , play ' 
youth . 

Youth requested, "Understand us" ; "Have more 
understanding of our likes and dislikes"; "Ask us 
to help figure out what our needs are"; 'Take 
more surveys like these." One youth sponso r com­
mented : "In between the lines, I see the youth 
desiring respect and support from adults within 
the church. " 

A number of.youth suggested some changes in 
the church. "Give up old traditions in favor of bet­
te r comm uni cat ion a nd more int erest ing 
activities," said one. "Have interesting sermons 
with a lot of illustra tions," requested a junior high 
youth. The youth wanted their church to be a 
place of spiritual growth. 

How would youth like to be involved m 
the local church? 

Youth want to be involved in decision-making 
in their churches. One senior high youth wrote. 
"Let us have a voice in the church ." "Have a youth 
on a church board," another requested. "Youth 
feel it is very important to get their feelings and 
opinions heard at the church meetings," stated a 
youth sponsor. "They would also like some say in 
choosing the Sunday school curriculum." 

--~~ 

Tire yo 1111g people of S lrady Grove Baptist Clrurclr i11 Gaitlrersb11rg. 
Mary la11d. offer lrelpful lra11ds. Pastor Ji111 Are11ds says tlr is reflects a bit of 
tire importance of 011r yo 1111g people i11 our cl111rclr pla11ti11g effo rts. fro 111 
left to riglrt : Jo lr11 Ra11doll. Scott Brow 11 . Holly Brow 11 . Debbie M aso 11 . 1111d 

Jeff Dav is. 

Some specific areas that youth indica ted they 
would like to be involved in included working 
with younger children in Sunday school. clubs, 
junior church, and the nursery . Many youth men­
tioned involvement in music ministries, ushering, 
work projects, and upkeep a round the church. 
Other suggestions included , "Helping preach the 
Wo rd of God to people," and "participa ting in and 
planning Sunday services. " "Youth want to be 
asked to do something important ," concluded one 
youth sponsor . "They v~ia n t. to be resp.?nsible and 
accountable ~o r something important . l 
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Can Junior Highers 
Experience Revival? 

by Virginia Heumann 

"Now to him who is able to do im­
measurably more than all we ask or i111-
agine according to his power that is at 
work within us, to him be glon; in the 
church and in Christ Jesus throughout 
all generations, forever and ever!" 
(Ephesians 3:20 NIV). 

T he numbers were startling. Over 
a four-week period, 70 Junior 

Highers brought 160 visitors to their 
youth group, and saw 120 of them 
respond to invitations . 

Adul ts at Quail Lakes Baptist 
Church, Stockton, California, began 
to wonder what was happening in 
their Junior High Department. They 
had heard about the annual Junior 
High winter competi tions, when 
s1:1dents competed on teams to bring 
friends to Wednesday night church . 
The spring Junior High musical last 
year had given them a taste of what 
went on at these competitions with 
the choir enacting a competition 
111ght complete with cheers, s tuffing 
your tea m through the inner tube 
relay, and a burger-eating contest. 

Everyone enjoyed seein g the 
Ju nior Highers having a good time, 
and parents were glad their kids had 
a chance to be involved in an active 
youth program. But then this year's 
"Big Time Wrestling Competition" 
numbers appeared, and it became 
apparent that something more was 
ha ppening in the Ju nior High 
Department tha n just "fun and 
games"! Revival had begun in the 
lives of Junior Highers at Quail 
Lakes-revival immeas urably above 
and beyond what staff and stu dents 
imagined when they began to ask for 
it. 

During th e first few weeks of 
school, ou r Junior Hi ghers were en-
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couraged by Junior High staff to 
meet as many people as they could 
in their classes at school and to begin 
identifying people they could pray 
for and invite to church . " Revival 
begins with clean sing our own 
hearts," one of our Sunday school 
teachers reminded them one Sunday 
morning as he led opening prayer 
time. He asked for students to share 
the names of friends they wanted to 
invite to church so th at the whole 
group could pray for th em. Sharing 
names of friends also made students 
accountable to each other to be sure 
to invite those friends and en­
couraged others who might know 
that person or persons to invite them 
also. 

Junior Highers Begin to Pray 
A main key for revival is prayer, 

and so Junior Highers began to pray. 
In Sunday School, they prayed as a 
large group and also in small classes 
with individual teachers. Two morn­
ings a week, groups from three local 
Junior High schools met to pray 
before school for each other and their 
friends . A core group of students 
began meeting before Wednesday 
night meetings to pray for the pro­
gram that night and the new people 
who came. Small discipleship groups 
met on Fridays for intensive Bible 
study and more prayer. 

During 24-hour church prayer 
times, Junior High leaders signed up 
for early morning hours and had kids 

-~ 
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stay overnight at their houses so that 
they could enjoy the adventure of 
getting up at 3:00 a.m. to pray for an 
hour at church. The Junior High staff 
of ten and Junior High Youth Pastor 
Jon Hathorn also prayed a t staff 
meetings on Monday night and 
before Sunday School. 

Involvement- also a Key 
A second key to revival is involve­

ment. The Junior High staff made a 
conscious effort to include Junior 
Highers in programming of activ~ties 
and lead ership. Wednesday mght 
core group students w~re given 
responsibilities in leading. small 
group discussions of general 1~terest 
questions which would lead directly 
into that week's lesson . Students 
ge nerated intere.st in. upcoming 
events by perform mg skills and pass­
ing out fl yers at school. R~tl:er tl.1an 
having adult leaders for Big Tune 
Wrestling," student volunteers were 
made team captains and took re­
s p o n s i bili ty for phoning t.h e 
members of their team, generatmg 
s pirit and organizing their team for 

ga mes. . 
The greatest impact of rnvolve-

me nt, however, were the s tudent 
testimonies on competition nights . 
Four students shared how they had 
come to know Christ and how that 
had changed their lives and given 
them meaning in life. Seeing Ju111or 
H ighers just like them stand u p and 
talk about a friendship w ith Jesus 
made it poss ible for others to make 
a stand for Jesus later w hen ]on 
shared, in a very s imple way, the 
need of each person to accept Jesus 
personally. 

Adults Enlisted for Follow-Up 
A third key to revival is hard work. 

In addition to preparation for the 
competition itself, students and staff 
were faced with the need to follow 
up on 30 to 40 decisions each week. 
The staff wanted to be sure each stu­
dent was talked to individually and 
that their decision was clarified, both 
for themselves and the staff mem­
bers who wanted to be able to meet 
their needs in order to help them 
grow. Forty adults from the Church 
were enlisted to help in follow-up. A 
burden for follow-up on decisions is 
a joy to share with others! 

A Feeling of Freedom to 
Witness 

The fourth key of revival is that it 
is only a beginning. The greatest joy 
of all is that although competition 
has ended, evangelism in the Junior 
High Department has not. Along 

with bringing back the friends th ey 
invited to the competition , Junior 
Highers have continued to bring new 
friends-30 in the three weeks 
fo llowing competition. Many 
students have reported that the com­
petition emphasis has made them 
feel much freer to talk about church 
and Jesus at school. 

Now to th e God who gives 
w isdom as well as revival, the Junior 
Highers and staff of Quail Lakes g ive 
thanks and praise and ask that H e 
help them to continue on in the work 
He has begun! " This is the assurance 
we have in approaching God; that if 
we ask anything according to his 
will, h e hears us. And if we know 
that he hears us-whatever \•Ve ask­
we know that we have w hat we have 
asked of him" (1 John 5:14-15 
NIV). 0 

Virgin in Heumann is 011e of the you tli 
wo rkers at Quail Lakes Baptist CJ111rc/1 , 
Stockto11, CA. 
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Teamwork: Go for It in Youth Ministry 

by Paul Wilson 

Every successful bus inessman 
knows that the key to a pros­

perous business is its people. Our 
Master's business is no exception! 
The key ingredients for success in 
any area of ministry are the input 
and involvement of God's people . 
Nowhere is the need for committed, 
Spirit-filled Christians more acute 
than in local church youth ministry. 

Unfortunately, some churches 
have adopted a philosophy of youth 
ministry which serves a program and 
ignores the needs of people. For any 
youth ministry to be worthwhile, it 
must seek to meet the needs of 
young people. Activity for the sake 
of activity is worthless. Activity 
which draws young people closer to 
the Lord is invaluable. 

Excellence Is the Goal 
Essentially, our goal at Brentview 

Baptist Church is excellence. It is our 
desire to see young people mature 
spiritually, socially, and in their ser­
vice to the Lord. These goals are 
worked on through a " team" effort 
in which the youth pastor, youth 
spo~sors, young people, and parents 
get involved and share ideas. When 
problems arise, team solutions are 
s~ught .and implemented. In my 
view.' . improve men t, fl exib ility, 
creativity, and change are required 
for a viable long-term ministry to 
young people . A youth program 
must be relevant to be effective. 

Activities to Meet Spiritual 
Needs 

To effectively meet spiritual needs, 
our team has employed four ac­
tivities. First, weekly Bible stu dies 
are held fo r junior High, Senior 
High, and College and Career young 
people. In each of th ese studies, in­
di vidual spiritual growth is en­
couraged through an investigation , 
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discussion, and application of biblical 
truth . Young people are encouraged 
to ask questions w hich relate to their 
own spiritual needs and struggles, 
and the group is challenged to give 
practical biblical help to their peers. 

opportunity fo r young people to 
sh are w hat God is d oing in their 
lives. Enthusiastic s inging, a concen­
trate d time of prayer, and informal 
conversation make these times a rich 
blessing. 

-~­' . 

Last /11/y . eleve11 of Bre11tview Baµ tist Cl111rc/1 's yo 1111g µeo µ/e gnve two 
weeks of tlieir s11111111er to serve the Lord nt tl1 e Nortli A111 erirn11 Bnµ tis t 
Co11fere11ce Sµa 11is/1-A 111 ericn11 M issio 11 i11 Del No rte. Colo rntlo . 

Second, Sunday eveni ng after­
church fe llowships are held twice a 
month . These gatherings provide an 

Third, Sunday school classes for 
each g roup provide another setting 
for learning . Finally, youth retreats 

draw young people closer to each 
other and to their Lord . Important 
life-changing decisions are often 
made during these special times of 
input. 

Activities to Meet Social 
Needs 

Social n eed s are addressed 
through creative and often cr~zy 
times of wholesome fun. Car rallies, 
a miss ing persons night, barbeque 
and baseball, and a talent night are 
some of the social events held twice 
a month. 

At times, social events are planned 
w ith outreach to friends from school 
or work as the primary focus . Usual­
ly though, members of a youth 
group come to enjoy an ~vemng of 
fun w ith their friends. While a youth 
group should not be based solely on 
its social activities, such events. do 
en able young people t~ dev~lop im­
portant social skiJls wh.1Ch wiJI ~ake 
meaningful relationships possible. 

Experiences to Develop 
Spiritual Gifts 

. people are 
In serv1Ce, our young . f 

e ncouraged through a variety ~ 
means to discover and develop their 
God-given spiritual gifts and talents. 

. . t. in drama, 
Thro ugh part1C1pa wn . 

I 1 serv1Ce at a mus ic doing a c 1urc 1 . 
' . d the leading local nursing home, an . 

I 1 erv1ce once a of an evening c iurc 1 s . 
month our young people experf1ence 

' I · s o ser-
the chaJlenges and b ess ing dd ·-
v in God and His people. In a . i 

t
. g rnbers of a Youth Executive 
ion, me h . b"lity 

e nha nce their leaders ip a i d 
th rough a h·aining course and han s-

on experience . . k wn 
The vision of making Chnst no d 

through missions at horn~ a n 
abroad is shared regularly · This past 
year an outreach Bible Study was 
s tart,ed at the Univers ity of Calgary. 

Last July, eleven of our young peo­
ple gave two weeks of their summer 
to serve the Lord at the North 
Amer ican Ba ptist Conference 
Spanish-American Mission in Del 
Norte, Colorado. Also this past sum­
mer, a number of young people 
worked at Camp Caroline, an 
Alberta Baptist Association camp, 
and at other Christian camps in the 
area. In each of these endeavours, it 
is my prayer that young people may 
grow as servants of our living Lord. 

In conclusion, a vibrant youth 
ministry is essential in the life of 
every church . This ministry must be 

people-oriented, spiritually-based, 
socially active, and concerned w ith 
the d evelopment of useful servants. 
When these ingredients are present, 
I am convinced that God will do a 
work in our young p eop le that ex­
ceeds our greatest expectations. O 

The Rev. Paul Wilson is Minister of 
Youth and Music at Brentview Baptist 
Church, Calgary, Alberta, and has been 
appointed Chairman of the Youth Pro­
gram for t/1e 4211d Triennial Conference 
of North A111erica11 Baptist Conference 
C/111 rches to be held i11 Calgary, Alber­
ta, July 26-31. 

Socinl 11 eeds nre addressed th ro 11gli crenti11c 1111 d ofte11 cm zy ti111cs of w /J o leso 111 c 
{1111 fo r tlie yo11tli nt Bre11 t<>iew 811µtis t . 

A vibrant youth ministry is 
essential in the life of every 
church. This ministry must be 
people-oriented, spiritually­
based, socially active, and 
concerned with the develop­
ment of useful servants. 
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Building Your Youth Ministry 

by Allen Kjesbo 

A ny philosophy of Christian 
ministry needs to star t with a 

philosophy of God and His involve­
ment with His people. I am con­

vinced that God works in the lives of 
the young. 

As we look at the heroes of the 

Bible, we see that they started their 

pilgrimages with God as young peo­

ple. Jacob, Joseph, Daniel, David, 

and Mary, the mother of Jesus, were 
all waJking closely with the God they 
loved and worshipped when H e 
broke into their worlds and used 
them in a mighty way. I believe God 
c_hooses to be involved in people's 
lives, and that He desires to s tart 
early in a person 's life. 

I have great respect for young peo­
ple'. their ta len t, their energy, and 
therr commitment. Young people can 
be compared to mustard seeds . They 
enter our youth ministry unnoticed, 
but in a few years, with proper nur­
tur~ and teaching, they can ex­
perience great growth and impact 
their worlds for the cause of Christ. 

When young people enter Junior 
'.1 igh , they are open to change a nd, 
m fact, desire it. Jun ior Highers go 
through marked changes, and in 
many cases, it w ill be in contras t to 
their_ fa milies . Youth Min istry can 
provide godly options for change . 
When a church can p rovide people 
who love youth and can challenge 
them, the ch urch will reap a harvest 
of positive change. Instead of our 
schools changing the youth, they ca n 
be changing our schools. 
Y~ung people have great energy to 

can y on the cause of Christ. Give a 
young person a cause, and results 
can be expected . If youth grow up in 
a church, they enter the youth . . mm-
1stry of the ch urch before the ir firs t 
job, the academic expectations of 
high sc hool, a nd t he gri p o f 
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m a terialism take hold of their 

energies. Before adolescents become 
sidetracked by peripheral issues, w e 
have the opportunity and respon­

s ibility to enlis t them in a cause tbhat 
. I their lives ut 

will change not on Y . 
rid To this 

also potentially the wo am.ed to ask 
e nd, we must not be ash 

t outh h ave. 

When I was in High School foot­
ball, I understood what it m eant to 
be committed to th e tea m. The team 
had expectatio ns, and if those were 
not met, the re was accountability 
w ith consequences . I knew tha t if I 
missed a practice, I would not be able 
to play in several of the ga1:nes . ~was 
a committed pe rson. But, 1£ I missed 

for the energy tha -~ _ _ =c: ____ _ 

We attempt to pro;)ide 111a11 y opport1111ities to stretc/1 a yo11 tli 's co 111111it111 ent . T lie 
last level is tlie point w here yo11 th have to earn tlie rig/it to be there - to be i11 voh•erl 
i11 a discipli11g gro11p. a 11111sicl drama gro11p, or a leadership gro11 p. 

Relating Youth's Commitment 
to the Christian Community 

Yo ung people have an under­
standing of commitment. They excel 
when they a re com mi tted to some­
thing. Unfortunately, w hile youth 
may understand commitment, many 
do not understand it as it relates to 
the Chris tia n com muni ty . 

church or a you th activity, I really did 
not think it was a big deal. 1 under­
stood commitment, but I did not see 
how it related to my walk w ith God . 

Li ke me, ma ny youth h ave never 
thoug ht abo u t co mmi tment in re la­
tio nship to the ir walk w ith God . 
Church leadership needs to be bold 
for the sake of Christ a nd to ho ld 

youth accountable, in love, to Chris­
tian standards. If we fail to bring 
young people's commitment into the 
church , we h ave fai led in teaching 
the value of Chris t in o ur lives. The 
commitm ent is the re; we now need 
to apply it to th e areas o f a young 
person's life that w ill bear e ternal 

s ignificance. 

Stretching a Youth's 
Commitment 

At M eadowlark Baptist Church , 
we attempt to provide m any opp~r­
tunities to s tretch a youth 's comm1t-
1:1ent. The first level is a social se~ 
tmg w here newcomers can come an 
no exp ectations are placed on them . . . t 

Then there is a midweek activi Y 
that requires a young person to liste_n 
for 10 to 20 minutes. The Gospel is 
sh ared in an environment that co m-

. 1 1· J t non­bines the Gospel wit 1 1g 1 ' 
threatening activ ities . 1 Sunday School is the next J~ve_ · 

. 1 · nd penod!C 
There is sohd teac 1111g a . 

. . h youth 1s ac-
qmzzm g so that eac d 

I ·nf ·n1ation share . countable for t 1e 1 0 1 
. h oint where 

The las t level 1s t e P b 
h ··ght to e 

youth h ave to earn t e n . 1 rhere 111vo ve-
there. This is a group"' . . 1. g 

b a d1sop 111 
m ent costs . It can e . 

. Id group, 0 1 a 
gro up a mus ic rama , W have not 
leaders hip group . e t 'l ·t ent un 1 
stre tched the ir commi m 
th ey h ave had to work . 

As 1 look back at my education, it 
was not the brilliant lesson plans that 
made me interested in a topic; it was 
the teacher who not o nly shared 
materials but also his or he r life . ln 
a balanced youth minis try, we need 
sponsors of varying ag~s and in­
terests w ho can commu111cate truths 
and challenges thro ugh relation­
ships. These relationships need to be 
characterized by depth and trans­
parency. It is these relationships that 
allow a youth minis try to grow and 
be inclusive of all. 

A Youth Pastor's Role 
As I a tt e mpt to devel o~ _a 

hilosophy of youth minis try, 1t is 
fmportant to keep a proper p erspec­
tive on who I am as a youth pastor. 
Many people are not s t'.;e what a 
youth pastor is . I am not one of the 
kids,,, although I spend a great deal 
of time with them . I need to always 
be communicating that 1 am the re for 
them and tha t 1 have a broader per­
spective than their peers . 

As youth pastor, I see myself as a 
" parent figure." My role as youth 

astor can be characterized by three 
p t·ons that are parental in nature . 
ac I I Tl . 
My first role is to love yout 1.. 11s 

m mer \Ve had the o pporturnty to 
SU . 
travel fro m Edmo nto n to inner oty 

Providing Continuity 
through Youth Sponsors 

. 1 th I also at-
A I work w it 1 you ' 

s l'fe in youth 

Chicago to participa te _in Urban 
Minis try w ith o ur Semo~· High. 
While the re, I participated 111 m any 
forms of ministry. The key ingred ient 
in m inis tr ies that were reaching peo­
ple was love . lf we love the people 
God gives us, God w ill work amo ng 

tion in the process o f disciple m ak­
ing. Discipline m akes a rela tio nship 
real, calls young people to acco un­
tability, sh arpens commitment, and 
produces long-term rela tio nships . 

The third action is an exciting o p­
portunity. That is when I dream and 
challenge young peo ple to action . 
This spring I took som e of m y High 
School graduates ou t and talked 
about their future . It w as fun to share 
with them h ow I could see them 
using the ir talen ts. It is a special 
privilege to be a part of s haping peo­
ple's lives. 

Wh ereve r you live, th ere are 
young people. You may not be called 
to youth minis try, bu t with a kind 
word or an affi rming smile, you can 
be building your you th ministry . 
Develop a love for youth tha t makes 
them feel accepted . Energy invested 
in youth w ill re turn w ith high 
div idends .D 

I have great respect for young 
people, their talent, their 
energy, and their commit­
ment. 

t t to invest my 1 
emp . 

. Youth move on eve1 y 
spo nso1 s . . ·d coi1-

l so rs pt ov1 e 

us. I 
l must a lso disc ipline yout 1. 

Di sciplining youth and lov ing th~m 
go hand in hand . Before I ca n eftec­
tively discipline th em, l need to. ef­
fectively love them. Discipline is a 
positive actio n that d esires restora-

Year but t 1e s pon 1 , l -t e rm yo u t 1 
tinuity. An y o n g di , 

. . t. will need fa ith ful , go ) 
mm1s 1 y d prin-
sponsors. The message . an 

. 1 f Cl'1·ist are best com-c1p es o • . 
. t d tl'i·ough re latio nships. m umca e • 

Allc11 Kies/)() is t/1t• Yo11t/1 Pastl1r at 
Meadowlark Baptist C/111 rd1 , £d111t111to11 . 
Al/1crta. 
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Youth Experience 
Cross-cultural Ministry • In Nigeria 

by Edwin C. Kern 

''A mega-job is being left u p to 
so few missionaries and Ch ris tian 
leaders in N igeria," was the analysis 
of one of the members of the Good 
News Ambassadors who served on 
the Mambilla Plateau in N igeria in 
May and June this year. " I think I' ll 
have to go back to Nigeria." 

A team of five students from the 
North Ame ri ca n Bapt is t Col­
lege/Divinity School in Edmonton, 
Alberta, was selected on the basis of 
their musical and dramatic abilities 
by the Campus Life Committee of 
the schools to serve in th is cross­
cultural ministry. Those chosen were 
Brent Eisner, Susan Elliott, Elana 
Hohn, Dianne Itterman, and David 
Ulrichs. This service opportu nity was 
arranged by the schools in con junc­
tion with the Mambilla Baptis t Con­
vention of Nigeria and the North 
American Baptist Conference Mis­
sions Department. 

. Youth leaders of the Mambil la Bap­
tist Convention and N.A.B. Con­
ference missionaries working with 
th e Co nven t ion arra ng ed the 
itinerary, planned for the food and 
lodging, and scheduled vehicles and 
drivers for transport to the various 
meetings. 

Team members repeatedly ex­
pressed gratitude for the hospitali ty 
of the .Nigerian church people and 
the loving care given by Missionaries 
Barbara Kieper and Minnie Kuhn. In 
addition to their already overloaded 
schedule, these missionaries will ing­
ly and graciously shared with the 
team members their love, concern, 
and teaching from the ir own ex­
periences in Nigeria. 

The Goud News Ambassadors 
held you th ra llies in the govern ment 
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secondary schools and o ne primary 
school, p articipa ted in market-place 
meetings, and were involved in five 
assoc iatio nal youth co nfe re nces 
organized by the Mambilla Baptis t 
Conventio n . Their programs con­
s is ted o f m us ica l e n sem b les, 
testimo nies, messages thro u g h 
drama, and discussion periods. As a 
member of the team, I presen ted a 
lesson on giving a testimony and 
usually gave a message invi ting peo-

p ie to accept Ch r is t or m ake a com­
mitment to Christ for service in the 
church and in the world. Several 
responded to the claims o f Ch r is t o n 
the ir lives. 

The team a lso gave music-d rama 
p resentations to the s tudents at 
Hillcrest School in Jos. Interaction 
w ith these s tudents gave team 
mem bers som e understanding of the 
p roblems and oppo rtunities of ex­
patriate studen ts . 

Tl1e Good News Atnlmssadors fro tn N .A.B. Co llege/ Divinity 
Scliool 111aking a dra11111 ! 11111sic µ resentatio11 at m1 ele111e11t11ry 
school at Mban 111gn i11 1986-Ma y 

Bre11t Eis11er photo 

A s the tea m members served, 
they encou n te red a varie ty of 

cul tural, social, and p hysical ex­
periences . Ou r trips in the Land 

Rover took us over hil ls, rocky roads, 
and across rivers. The drives alo ng 
the scen ic escarpments, at va rious 
times of the day, we re an ex-

h ilara ting experience as majestic 
scenes unfolded before u s. Passing 
through v illages, we were jolted in­
to the realizatio n th at our skins were 
w hite as children greeted u s w ith 
sho uts of "baturi" meaning "white 
n1an." 

As we n ea r ed some of th e 
church es, we were welcom ed by a 
ch oir that m et us outs ide th e village. 
The p rovis io n of a place to lodge and 
a good meal were always refreshing 
experiences after the r ide in a Land 
Rover over the road s of the Mambilla 
Pla teau. After a tim e o f relaxation, 
the opportunity to interact w ith the 
people of th e ch urch and the village 
were always reward ing experiences. 
Fr iendships made w ith the Chris­
tia n s will li n g e r long in o ur 
memories. The p rivilege of sharing 
Christ w ith a serio us seeke r was 
evidence of the fact that God is at 
work in cultures other than our own . 

S ome N iger ians remarked abou t 
" the great sacrifice of the Good 

News A mbassadors team mem­
bers." However, one team member 
replied , "God gave me ten t~me,~ 
more th an I have given H im. 
An oth e r mem ber obse rved th e 
generosity of the people by stati.ng 
th at "in th eir poverty, they are nch 
in the ir giv ing." The desire of the 
Nigerian you th to learn God:s Word 
and about the Christian life was 
evidenced th rough the oft-repeated 
s tatement : "Teach me ." It became 
pa infu ll y obv ious that these you ng 

1 · 1 bu t ra re-people were eager to eat 1 

ly had someone to teach them . 
The Good News Ambassadors 

d b ti e couraae we re overw helme Y 1 ? 
and deep commitment of the rn1s-

sionaries. O ne member rem arked, 
" They give so much of themselves 
because they see people th rough 
God's eyes." 

All team members felt the ir limita­
tions in cross-cultural minis try, but 
they also experienced the Lord's 
g uida nce as t h ey mini s tered, 
especially in times of insecurity, 
fatig ue, and communication dif­
ficulties . Unexpected changes in p ro­
gramming taught all of us lessons in 
the importance of being fl exible. 

As we left N igeria, hearts were 
heavy, and tears flowed freely as 
"good-byes" were said. However, 

all p raised the Lord for including th is 
Mambilla experience in their spiritual 
p ilgrimage w ith Christ, the Lo rd of 
the Church .D 

Dr. Edwin C. Kern is Professor of 
Missiology and Church Growth at the 
North American Baptist Divinity School, 
Ed111011ton, Alberta. He taugh t a one 
se111ester course for 13 students including 
the Good News A111bassadors during the 
school year before acco111panying the team 
to Nigeria. Other 111e111bers of the class 
we11t to places such as Liberia, Kenya, or 
Colorado to se11Je during part of the 
summer. 

Cross ing tlie river lo get to Mb1111111 g11 for meetings i11 seCLltld­
ary sc/100 /s and lo µarticiµnte in yo11t/1 co11ference. 

Ed Kem p/1oto 

"T hey l missiona ries ] g ive so 
much o f th e m selv e s b ecau se 
t h ey see people th rou g h 
God 's eyes ." 
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Spiritual Growth-A Lifetime 
Opportunity 

by Ted Faszer 

H ave you taken your children 
back-to-school shopping? It was 

that kind of week at our house. Pen­
cils, pens, erasers, lined paper, p lain 
paper, folders. Jeans, shirts, blouses, 
and shoes. It 's hard to keep from 
feeling a bit nostalgic. Our little girls 
are no longer li ttle. No more trips 
to elemen tary school. Both our 
daughters are now in junior h igh . 

Growth . How do you measure it? 
On a door frame? Or a tape measure? 
And how do you measure spiritual 
growth? Jesus said, " Take my yoke 
upon you and learn of me" (Mat­
thew 11:29). 

Growing in Christ is a lifelong task 
for adults and children. A new year 
in school also means a new oppor­
tuni ty fo r Christian education. How 
long has it been since you 've been in 
a Bible study? How long since you've 
taken your children with you to Sun­
day school? The home and th e 
church need to work together to pro­
vide an inviting climate for spiritual 
growth fo r children and adults . 

I n Deuteronomy 6:4-9, Moses 
challenges adults to develop a lov­

ing relationsh ip w ith God first, and 
then to teach their ch ildren diligently 
the ways of God. Moses says, 
"Teach your children about the Lord 
when you get up in the morning, at 
bedtime, and throughout the day." 
So paren ts must talk about the Lord 
and read the Bible. 

Much spiritual teach ing is also in­
fo rmal and non-structured . ft' s 
teaching by example. Sometimes the 
ways of Cod are more caught than 
ta ught. Childre n need to see that 
Christianity in volves more than just 
an hour on Sunday morn ing. What 
happens when we hit the wrong nail 
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with the hammer? When the car pool 
is la te? Wh at do the way we drive, 
talk, and work say about our rela­
tionship with Christ? 

T he church ca n ' t teach your 
children the ways of the Lord 

alone . It takes cooperation w ith the 
home. This year why not consider 
teaching a Sunday school class or 

Dr. Ted Faszer is Professor of Christi(lll 
Educntio11 and Music at the North 
A111ericn11 Baptist Se111i11an1, Sioux Falls, 
Sout/1 Dnkotn. · 
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Youth Skip Break to Help Needy 

by Jim Walton 

E aster vacation usually means a 
week of fun away from school. 

For 100 junior high and senior high 
youth in Rochester, New York, it 
meant d evoting their vacation to fix­
ing up homes of elderly, poor, and 
handicapped in their city. Each 
you th paid $60 to participate in this 
work camp experience. 

" I learned h ow to care." "What a 
pleasure it is to work for and to help 
people ." " It 's a chance to live what 
we believe ." These were comments 
of teenagers participating in the 
Flower City Workcamp, a mission 
experience sp onsored in Rochester 
by Latta Road Baptis t Church and 17 
other area church youth groups. 

" I was skeptical about what it was 
going to be like. When I came back, 
I was d ead tired, but so glad I 
worked. It was great to be able to 
give." 

P fanning for the workcamp began 
in December, when two of the 

you th leaders in the area s uggested 
gathering our groups together to_ fix 
homes for the need y in our o ty. 
They felt this would be a time of put­
ting o ur fa ith into hardworking ac­
tion. It woul d foster interchurch 
fellowship and cooperation. It would 
be a s trong w itness to the commurn­
ty. And amo ng the youth, it would 
increase mission awareness and spur 
s p iritual growth . . 

By Jan uary, the core comimttee 
had identified 14 areas of res pon­
sibil ity, such as work site selection 

d . t t. each of an an-angmg h·anspor a 1011 , 

w hich were delegated to one of the 
pa rticipati ng you th sponsors. . 

Finding the work sites, evaluat_rng 
th d . propnate e need, and or e n ng ap 

. b t d ·ous and rnaten als proved to e e 1 _ 

time-consu ming. Government agen 
. " · " and c1es, private connections, 

local merchants of lumber, hard­
ware, and food were all tapped for 
sites and supplies. The stores helped 
w ith donations and reduced pricing . 

Thirty-eigh t homes were finally 
selected as possibilities. Volunteers 
from congregations around the city 
assisted with the carpentry, plumb­
ing, food preparation, and s ite 
monitoring, w hile the kids, in crews 
of six, contributed the manpower. 

divided into work crews to get ac­
quainted, shared exp ecta tions, and 
signed a contract with God. 

The work was done fro m Tuesday 
to Thursday, 8 a. m . to 3:30 p .m. The 
tasks varied from house to house, 
but included a lot of caulking and in­
sulation, rep airing and painting of 
interior walls and ceilings, plumbing 
and carpentry work such as building 
a w heelchair ramp, and fixing rick-

Youth fro 111 Latta Road Baµtist Chu rch , Rocl1ester, NY, µarticiµating i11 Flower 
city W orkcm11µ 

All participants stayed at one of the 
churches for the du ration of the 
workcamp. Orientation was on Mon­
day nigh t. Seventy-five teenagers, 
about twenty adul t sponsors, and a 
dozen other adult workers cleared 
their schedules to d ig into this ex­
perience. Assembled in the gym, we 

tched slides of former work camps wa . . 
in other locations, heard testimonies, 
learned rules, fou nd prayer partners, 

e ty porches, stairs, and railings. In 
one home, a furnace was installed . 

O n Wednesday, our work crew 
replaced a bathroom floor. A little 
girl vvho lived there peeked around 
the corner to observe. Finally she 
asked , " Are we going to have hot 
water now?" 

" Don' t you have any hot water?" 
" No. My mama bo ils it on the 

s tove so we can take baths. " 
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The next day we pulled in a hot 
water man to fix their heater and 
replaced the faucet sets so the water 
would run now that it was available. 

A s youth reflected on their ex­
periences, we heard s tatem ents 

such as "you don't see poverty un­
til you go to something like this. 
They (the people) really show you 
love. It's a good opportunity to help 
people." "We bought the lady a rose 
and a card and gave it to her. She 
was sad that we were leaving, and 
she wants us to come back to visit ." 
"The lady kept thanking us. She 
really appreciated what we did." 

"Our crew had a saying: 'If it 
doesn' t move, caulk it. If it does 
move, caulk it to something that 
doesn 't.'" 

Evenings back at the church were 

What Teenagers 

full of music, drama, volleyball , 
basketball, and a chance for kids to 
share th eir day. 

Our final get- together on Friday 
morning sealed the event. We were 
thrilled to have finished 25 sites. The 
media had s hared o u r ven ture with 
the city. Kids tes tified to the Lord's 
working in their lives. One girl 
summed up our week beautifully 

Can Do about Stress 

"Teenagers tend to think of 
themselves as being invincible ... , " 
says clinical psychologist William D. 
Brown. "But stress affects them just 
as it affects ad ults. Stress is s imply 
wear and tear on the body, and 
everyone, including teenagers, ex­
periences that ... Death is the o nly 
stress-free condition there is!" 

One of the most common stresses 
for teenagers, Dr. Brown says, is 
when their parents set unrealistic 
goals for them. "Every child isn't 
going to become an Eagle Scout," he 
points out. "Every child isn't going 
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to be the best little leag ue ball player 
or the champ ion majorette. All 
child ren don't excel in the same 
areas." 

He mainta ins that actually s tress is 
neither negative nor positive. " It 's a 
person's response to it," he says, 
"that makes the s tress negati ve or 
positive ... No one chooses to Jose 
a loved one, to be fired from a job, 
to fai l a course in school, o r to be re­
jected by someone he's dating. He or 
she cannot control th e events or th e 
resul ting stress . But he can control 
his response to it ." 

when she shared, "You don't realize 
how much you have unti l you see 
what we saw. We m ig h t not be able 
to change the world, but we can 
change one person. "O 

Jim Walton is the Assistant Pastor at 
Latta Road Baptist Church, Rochester, 
New York. 

Tee nagers can best deal w ith 
everyday stress, Dr. Brown sum­
marizes, by developing a positive at­
ti tude toward it. Parents can aid 
them, he says, by he lping them to 
"find their strengths and then (to) 
work w ith them at develop ing 
them." Accord ing to Dr. Brown, a 
positive attitude toward stress ca n be 
greatly enhanced in some very prac­
ti cal ways-by ea tin g ba la nced 
meals, getting eight hours of sleep at 
nig ht, abstaining from tobacco and 
alcohol, maintaining normal body 
weight, and exercis ing regula rly .0 

A nswering a Call for Help in Cam eroon 

by Henry Schroeder 

I t isn ' t every day that a call for help 
for a specific problem is directed 

to a specific person. That is what 
happened last winter when Dr. 
Dieter Lemke of Edmonton, Alberta, 
approached Dr. Malcom McPhee. 
Dr. Lemke, a former missionary doc­
tor, was going back to the Banse Bap­
tist Hospital in Cameroon to fill in for 
some doctors on fu rlough. H e would 
be facing some serious urological 
cases. He also knew there was not 
one urologist in Cameroon. Dr. 
Lemke persuasively presented the 
need at Banso to Dr. McPhee who 
then agreed to take a month out of 
a very busy schedule to operate as 
well as h·ain surgeons at Banso. I was 
recruited as technician for the electro­
surgical equipment. 

Specia l instruments and 
gene rators amounting to $31,000 
were obtained by Dr. McPhee, 
donated to Banso Baptist Hospital, 
and flown over to Cameroon by a 
Canadian Forces aircraft. It was ac­
companied by Paramedic Andy 
Anderson, a member of Steele 
Heigh ts Baptist Ch urch, Edmonton, 
Alberta. 

In May of this year, Dr. and Mrs. 

Bar/mm McP/1cc (right) :;,·1p1•d sc111111s ft• r d1ildrm 
a11d wa rd staff nl Bn1150 8111'/ist I lc>sl'ita/. 

McPhee, their son Christopher, and 
I flew to Douala where we were 
rescued from the Customs red tape 
by Missionary Harold Schroeder and 
driven to Bamenda by Dr. Oryn 
Meinerts, field mission secretary. 

The next three and one half weeks 
were busy. Gonorrhea is wide­
spread, and the disease creates many 
urinary problems. Dr. McPhee per­
formed 83 operations while training 
Gad Fokum and Jim Eschenauer, 
doctors at the hospital, in urological 
procedures. The Catholic Hospital at 
Shisong heard that Dr. McPhee was 
at Banso and borrowed him on 
several occasions to assist with 
serious cases. 

As technician, I worked with Peter 
Fai and David Kayuh. We serviced or 
repaired more than 100 pieces of 
equipment, which included Eleanor 
Weisenburger's Volkswagen; the 
methane generating lah·ine at Mbem; 
as well as X-Ray and dental 
cavitrons. 

We accomplished more than we 
had expected, but at that we merely 
scratched the surface. Follow-up 
visits are being planned for both the 
medical and the technical. Mr . Pius 

Dr. McP/11•1• nmf Dr. Gnd Fok11111, corrt'cl i11.~ n 
slrirt11 rc. 

Tih, the Banso Hospital ad­
ministrator, is preparing a main­
tenance shop w hich the Schroeder 
" Clan" and the Edmonton and area 
churches w ill equip w ith the 
necessary tools. 

The wives, Barbara McPhee and 
Marlis Lemke, were busy sewing, 
doing the laundry for all of us, and 
even ironing our socks. (The ironing 
is necessary to kill the unwanted 
insects .) 

Our time was up on June 14, and 
we left feeling that our contribution 
was rather small. The doctors and 
hospital staff work very, very hard. 
Their dedication to the ministry of 
others is a strong testimony to the 
love of God . It is a fulfil lment of the 
Great Commission given in Matthew 
28:19-20: "Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey every­
thing I have commanded you" 
(NIV). 

Henry Schroeder is a 111e111ber of Hillview 
Baptist Church, Ed111011ton , Alberta. 

Dr. McP/i,•c (,;/a111ii11:-:> a11d Ht'>ll'I/ Sd1mt'dt'r 
(k,,t1din~) ;.1isit 1Pif/1 11cu1 tnend~ 111 CmHt'l'l'lHI. 

NOVEMBER 1986 19 



. . m1ss1on news ------------- ------------

Burgess Is First Graduate of 
Cameroon Missionary 
Children's School 

Mark Burgess graduated from 
Grade 8 at the School for Missionary 
Children at Bamenda, Cameroon, on 
June 13. Significant is the fact that he 
is the first s tudent to gradua te from 
the school begun in the fall of 1983. 

" That evening, we had a Pro­
gressive Dinner in his ho nor," says 
Missionary Nancy Grover, principal 
and teacher at the school. " The 
students and David and Mary June 
Burgess, Mark's paren ts, enjoyed 
great hospitality as they went from 
house to house. At the las t home, all 
ad ults on the compound and invited 
guests joined us for dessert and a 
short program. The evening was a 
joyous occasion to be lo ng re­
membered .'' 

Mark will take his ninth grade by 
correspondence with the University 
of Nebraska. Pray for him and oth er 
missionary children in their stud ies. 

Cameroon Students Complete 
Course on Prayer 
Fourteen students of the Class One of 
the Certificate of Theology Course 
completed the T .E.E. course, "Talk­
ing with God, " at Cameroon Baptist 
Theological Seminary. Annemarie 
Hattenhauer, teaching the class for 
the first time says, "We studied and 
prayed together as we enjoyed the 
course. I trust th is course has helped 
us to continue to grow in our prayer 
life. We began to pray specifically for 
the Muslim brother of one of the 
students and for the witchdoctor who 
is the relative of another student of 
this class." 

Eleven men and six student wives 
graduated from the Cameroon Bap­
tist Theological Seminary on June 29. 
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Mark 811 rgess is tire first graduate of tire Ca 111eroo11 
School for Missionary Clrildre11 at 8a111c11da. 

. . 
- ----------------------mission news 

Children Accept Christ at 3-H 
Camp 

"God does wonders! During the 
fi rst lesson of our m ini-3-H camp, 
ou r youth pas tor ta lked about or­
dinary leavened bread and the living 
b read fro m heaven," says Mis­
sionary Pat Meinerts. "After a clear, 
lengthy lesson, he asked those who 
knew they had the Living Bread to 
s tand u p . Abou t one half of the 70 
girls stood. After asking them to be 
seated, we prayed with those who 
respo nd ed that they wanted to 
receive the Living Bread, Jesus 
Christ." 

Two d ays late r, Pat Meinerts asked 
o ne of the older girls who prayed to 
receive C hrist if she had told her 
mother. With a big smile on her face, 
she a nswered , "Yes. " 

''Please pray for this g ir l, Janet, 
and others who accepted Christ at 
camp, that they may grow in Chris­
tian maturity, " says Pat, who serves 
as women 's advisor on the Bamenda 
and Ndop Fields in Cameroon. 

The Lord Is at Work in Japan 
"We've seen the Lord at work in 

many ways in Japan . About 75 peo­
p le attended an outdoor worship ser­
vice and p icnic; our church family is 
s tudying a book on family life and 
how to raise ch ild ren in a godly way 
in o ne of the Bible studies; the 
church s ta rted a baby-sitting service 
d uring the Sunday morning service; 
abo u t 55 ladies attended a ladies' 
lu nch eon wit h an evangel istic 
message a t th e H igashi Muko 
Ch urch; an older lady who started to 
come to ch urch because of conflict 
w ith he r daug hter-in-law has ex­
perienced God working in her li fe; a 
fa ther who ca me to church to seek 
prayer for h is s ick daughter is ex­
periencing God in his life, also, and 

Missio11n1~1 Eileen Priebe fries meat rolls at a 3-H 
Girls Camp i11 Ca111eroo11. 
Photo: Pat Mei11crts 

Tiie co11gregatio11 of Higas/Ji Muko Cl111rd1 at 
lt'Ol"S!Jip. 

his daughter is getting better," says 
Missio nary Reimer Clause n , 
cooperating missionary for Higashi 
Muko and Rakuyo Churches in 

Kyoto . Pray that the lad ies who at­
tended the luncheo n will come to 
knovv Christ as Savior. Pray for a 
revival in Japan. 
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WOMEN of HOPE 
reaching our world 

Be Thankful! 
by Anita Gutowski, former 
missionary in Nigeria 

Sometimes we need a reminder of 
how good we have things in order to 
praise and thank our Father and Pro­
tector. Let's look at life for a Mam­
billa "bush" or country girl. 

Let's call her Rachel. Born to a 
Christian couple, she is given a Bible 
rather than a traditional or Muslim 
name. 

Before her birth, her mother comes 
to the Mission Clinic (the only one 
available for 20-30 miles) for six to 
ten prenatal visits where she has 
about five minutes of the Nigerian 
midwife's time. During her final 
weeks, she will move in with friends 
or relatives near a Maternity 
Hospital. If all goes well, she will go 
into labor, hike over to the Maternity 
(anywhere from 5 to 20 miles) and be 
delivered of a fine baby girl. Three or 
four days later she will wrap her baby 
in a new layette (if it is an N.A.B . 
Maternity) and begin her slow 
journey back on foot with the baby 
tied across her breast (the baby is 
transferred to the back at about four 
weeks). Some family members will 
help carry her blanket, cooking pots, 
clothing and some food that was 
prepared the previous day. 

After four weeks, she returns for 
tetanus and whooping cough vaccina­
tions for her baby. Mother is taught 
how to supplement baby's food with 
mashed bananas. She is reminded to 
feed the baby only boiled water, 
bathe 1t daily, and keep it warm. She 
worries about measles as she knows 
at least a fourth of the children die 
from this illness. She hopes the Clinic 
has measles vaccine on hand when 
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the baby is six months old so she can 
get vaccinated. 

Soon Rachel begins to crawl on the 
dusty, dirt floor, or out in the front 
yard, or perhaps it is farm time and 
the child is left with an older sibling in 
a corner of the field to be amused, 
while the mother works from dawn to 
dusk hoeing and planting her corn. 

Rachel soon gets diarrhea which 
worsens quickly. Within two days, 
she is hot and feverish. Again mother 
treks back to the Clinic in the hot sun. 
After a week of treatment , she is bet­
ter , but on the way home, they get 
caught in a tropical downpour. The 
next morning Rachel is coughing and 
is soon sick with pneumonia. Again 
the mother rushes back for medicine. 
Because she has run out of money, 
she borrows to pay for the an­
tibiotics. 

Rachel walks now, but her mother 
complains that she is always hungry 
yet has a large belly . The child has 
worms, which are taking their toll , 
and she shows signs of malnutrition . 
At 15 months, Rachel is no longer 
breast-fed, as her mother is three 
months pregnant. 

During the next three years, Rachel 
struggles fo r survival. She has very 
little resistance to disease . If she 
doesn't get TB or any other serious 
sickness, and gets a cure fo r the 
worms, she may make it till she has 
enough teeth to chew tiny bits of 
meat she gets a couple of times a week 
and learns to eat peanuts and some 
fresh frui t. 

When she is six, Rachel begins 
school. Her fa ther buys her cloth 

. -·- .... 11 . 
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which the market tailor will sew into 
a dress uniform. She gets her first pair 
of plastic shoes. She may walk as far 
as three miles to school or stay with a 
relative. She is registered in grade one 
with 100 or more others. There is one 

There is one small classroom, so 
half of the children meet outside, or 
come in the afternoon only. There are 
no desks, only a very rough 
blackboard, and a shortage of chalk. 
They have a dozen very old readers 
which must be shared. Arithmetic is 
taught by memorization. She rests 
her notebook on a slab of wood on 
her knees, sitting on a tiny bamboo 
stool which she carries on her head 
each day from home. 

By grade six, Rachel will have 
learned to read at about grade two 
level. She may know her basic sums, 
some singing and some lessons in 
religious studies. She has never seen 
crayons, paints, library books, or 
drawing paper. 

After school each day, Rachel wi ll 
help her mother with the younger 
children . She must also help cook, get 
firewood and water, tend crops, and 
endlessly pound corn for corn flour . 
Any homework is done by the light of 
a lantern (bushlamp). 

If she passes her fina l exams from 
Primary School (class seven ), she 
may be asked to attend an interview 
for teacher's training, secondary 
(high) school, or technical training of 
some kind. She has very li ttle choice 
as to what, but hopes for something . 
The interview is vague, and her fa ther 
rea lizes at least $200 will have to be 
paid as a bribe. The uncles a re sum­
moned; the money is raised and sent 
subtly to the right person. She is ac­
cepted. 

Rachel develops into a lovely girl. 
Her uncles expect a good return on 
the dowry, so they continue to help 

her father oufit her for school. She is 
sent into the big town some 40 miles 
away to high school. She must keep 
her head, watch her morals carefully, 
or she will end up a pregnant 
dropout! She must study hard for 
four fu ll years. After her fina l exams, 
she may go into further tra ining o r 
she may marry. 

Rachel has seen a new way of life 
for an educated girl. She wears 
western-style clothing and likes to 
listen to the radio and keep up with 
the modern trends in Nigeria. It is 
costing her fami ly a great deal. 

She has been attending Religious 
Studies, Sunday school and church 
most of her li fe and considers herself 
a Christian. She may feel it a waste to 
return home. She wants to marry 
someone who can provide a more 
modern style of life. Her uncles 
would like her to marry a very in­
fluential, rich Moslem. Her mother 
pleads with the uncles and begs her 
husband to allow their daughter to 
marry the young Christian boy in the 
next v illage who may not be as rich. 
However, he works for the Forestry 
and could provide a good life fo r her. 
Rachel is confused. Should she marry 
the Christian man and remain an or­
dinary woman, or might it not be so 
bad to marry the rich Muslim, and 

A Growing Love 
by Sara Pasiciel , WMF president, 
Stei nbach , MB 

Our wedding anniversary recently 
caused me to think about marriage 
and to be grateful for marriages 
which last. Most young people who 
marry do so in a sta te of extreme hap­
piness and with strong feelings of love 
and attachment. The new spouse is 
the center of li fe for a time- all activi­
ty and attention is focused on him or 
her, and joy is determined by each 
one's response to the other. But after 
five years, or ten or even nineteen , 
the business and busyness of living 
has affected the marriage: respon­
sibilities, children , maturity and 
knowledge-all of these can and do 
change a marriage. There are no 
longer the strong "feelings" that were 

live in a fine house and have all that 
prestige in the community? Maybe 
she could be a witness to him, and he 
would become a Christian! 

She finally convinces her father 
and uncles that she cannot and will 
not marry a Moslem. There is a lot of 
trouble with the uncles, who make it 
difficult for the Christian man when 
he presents dowry. They demand 
more and more for the girl. He gives 
up all his savings and even borrows 
from other members of the family un­
til finally an agreement is reached and 
permission is granted for the marriage 
to take place. They are married in his 
home church and move into his com­
pound where he has prepared a tiny, 
temporary mud house and kitchen 
with a packed floor and grass roof. 
Eventually, they hope to save enough 
money to build a nice house. Perhaps 
she can get a job and work for a while'­
until they begin a family. Will she 
become a good leader in the com-

munity? Will she teach some of the 
things she has learned over the last 
few years and be a good example to 
her sisters, one of whom now stays 
with her? Will she raise her own 
children with a new knowledge of 
cleanliness and be an example in serv­
ing Christ through the church? Will 
she be an obedient and hard-working 
wife in the family, not stubborn and 
proud like many others who have 
been educated? 

Now that you know about Rachel, 
compare her to yourself, your 
daughter, or sister, or perhaps a 
granddaughter or friend. What do we 
have to complain about? Begin prais-
ing God! ---

Let's not clutter our prayers with 
complaints, but rather give our 
Heavenly Father honor and praise for 
the many good things we have taken ,, 
for granted for so long. Let's rather 
"clutter" our prayers with requests 
for those in lesser circumstances who 
are in need everyday for a bare ex­

'- istence. 

present at the beginning of the mar­
riage . Does this mean the marriage 
has fa iled? Of course not! The depth 
and type of commitment has chang­
ed, has grown richer and stronger, 
and the rewards are obvious . We 
don't give up on a marriage because 
our feelings change. 

Yet it is ironic that many Christians 
become discouraged at various points 
in their Christian lives, and claim that 
they must have lost their faith 
because they no longer have the same 
strong feelings of love and commit­
ment which they had when they first 
became Christians. 

Is it wrong to expect to feel strong­
ly about our faith? Can we drift away 
from God, even though we believe we 
had a firm conversion experience? 

In his book, Introductory Lectures 
in Systematic T heology, Henry 
Thiessen states that " ... a man's li fe 
is governed by what he believes, and 
in religion by the Person in whom he 
believes." The basis of our faith is not 
our feelings or even our relationship 
with God- the basis is God Himself. 

Instead of worrying about our feel­
ings and frequently asking, "But what 
does this mean to me?" we need to re­
mind ourselves that God does not 
change. How we feel about Him does 
not affect His character or His at­
tributes. He is God- He is the 
sovereign Lord as revealed in the 
Scriptures, and we can know Him 
through the grace of His Holy Spirit. I 
continue to believe because I choose 
to remember what God has done for 
me and for millions of others who 
have turned to Him, and because I 
know through His Word that He is 
God and He is there . 

And because my fai th is based not 
only on feelings , but also on the 
assurance of the Holy Spirit and the 
Word, I can cease to concentrate on 
myself and get on with the results of 
faith-the love I have for others and 
the good works which come as an 
outgrowth of that love. In James 2:22 
we are reminded , "You see that his 
faith and his actions were working 
together, and his faith was made 
complete by what he did" (NIV). 
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biblical i~peratives in action ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~biblicali~peratives inaction 

I Commissioned to Witness j 

Nine Baptized at McDermot Ave. Church 
WINNIPEG, MB. On June 15, 1986, the congregation of 

McDermot Avenue Baptist Church witnessed the baptism 
of nine new believers. On the previous Sunday evening, 
they had shared how they came to know the Lord and their 
decision to be baptized . 

"Each of the baptismal candidates was paired up with a 
spiritual partner, compatible in age and interest, " reports 
Maria Rogalski. "These partners commit themselves to 
keep in contact with and encourage the new believers in 
their walk with the Lord." 

Bellwood Church Welcomes 12 
New Members 

BELLWOOD, IL. Twelve people were received into the 
membership of First Baptist Church on Ju ly 20, 
1986-seven by baptism, one by transfer of letter, and four 
by reinsta tement. 

Mr. William Kresal is pastor of the Church . 

Eleven Join Lakeview Church in Kelowna 
KELOWNA, BC. Lakeview Heights Baptist Church 

welcomed 11 new members. Five young people were bap­
tized, and six others were received into membership by the 
Rev. Gerald Scheel, May 19, 1986. - Dorotliy G. Fritzke 

Two Join Ochre River Church 
OCHRE RIVER, MB. Two young people were baptized 

and received as members of Grace Baptist Church, June 22, 
1986. 

Grace Baptist Church held a special "Friend Day" recent­
ly. "We made a special effort to invite ou r friends and 
neighbors," reports Jean Roos."This service was well­
attended, and our prayer is that the seed sown will bear 
fruit. " 

Five Baptized at Hunter (KS) Church 
HUNTER, KS. Five young people were baptized and 

became members of Bethany Baptist Church, July 20, 1986. 
"We praise God for this since population and church 
membership have been decl ining in rural central Kansas fo r 
the past decade," reports Rev. Anthony Dickerson, pastor. 

Five Join Eureka Church 
EUREKA, SD. During the evening service at First Baptist 

Church, May 18, 1986, three persons were baptized . They 
and two others were later extended the hand of fe llowship . 
The Rev . Walter L. Weber is pastor of the Church. - Mrs. 
Harry Bertsch 

Outdoor Baptismal Service Held at Wishek 
WISHEK, ND. Pastor Gordon Huisinga baptized ten 

persons, including five members of one family, at First Ba p­
tist Church recently . Eight of these were baptized at an out­
door baptismal service held at Green Lake as part of the 
Church 's centennial. - Mavis Sc/111abel 
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Four Baptized at Salt Creek Church 
DALLAS, OR. Four young people were baptized at the 

beginning of the Su nday school hour by Rev. George 
Breitkreuz at Salt Creek Baptist Church, July 20, 1986. They 
were received as members of the Church during the wor­
ship service. 

As this was Pastor Breitkreuz's last Sunday before assu m­
ing a new position at Trinity Baptis t Church in Kelowna, BC, 
a farewell picnic was held in the Breitkreuzs' honor in the 
evening .-R11th Sa1111ders 

Eight Baptized at Grand Island Church 
GRAND ISLAND, NY. Pastor Steve Turner baptized eight 

persons at Whitehaven Road Baptis t Church recen tly. They 
and nine others joined the Church during the service that 
followed. 

The Church welcomed n ine additional members into their 
fellowship, Aug. 31, 1986. "We praise the Lord for all these 
as they join our congregation in worshipping Him," reports 
Morgot Stick!. 

North Pointe Has "Moms' Class" 
WARREN, MI. The "Moms' Class" is held at the North 

Pointe Baptist Church for mothers of children attending VBS. 
They have a Bible study and enjoy crafts and special 
refreshments. "Th e hunger of the Word is what is outs tan­
ding with these ladies, most of whom are from outside the 
Church ," reports Gin ny Thomas. 

Golden Prairie Dedicates Renovated 
Facilities 

GOLDEN PRAIRIE, SK. The Rev. Charles Littman, area 
minister, challe nged the congregation of First Baptist Church 
with the theme, "Building a Dynamic Church ," as they 
dedicated their renovated basement. The renovation cost 
totalled $30,000. 

"Friends of the Church as well as for mer members who 
contributed to the building fund were guests at a d inner 
following the service," reports Leota Fritzke. "We a lso bid 
farewell to Pastor Harry Friess and his family a t this time." 

Five Baptized at Hillcrest Church in Ohio 
HIGHLAND HEIGHTS, O H . Five people were baptized 

recen tly by the Rev. William McLatchie and were received 
into the Hillcres t Baptist Chu rch . "We thank God for these 
new people, " reports Alice J. Stevens . 

Valley City Church Is Growing 
VALLEY CITY, ND. First Baptist Church completed its first 

year in its new building. With the Rev. Richard Lute, pastor, 
the congregation has seen an increase in attendance, with 
s ix received by letter and eight baptized for a total of ·14 new 
members. 

The Church started an Awana program early in the year 
with over 40 children attending. They look to double that 
number this fa ll. 

Pastor Harry Haas, Chancellor, SD, held a fall revival at 
the Church, Oct. 12-17, 1986. " The people here are excited, 
and are looking for greater things from the Lord," reports 
Direth a Terry . 

Church Extension-a Priority in Southern 
Association 

CARROLLTON, TX. During the Southern Association an­
n ual meetings held at North Carrollton Baptist Church, July 
18-20, 1986, the 71 delegates made several important deci­
s ions . They decided to begin a new extension project in the 
Austin, Texas, a rea, as well as to support Pastor Dan and 
Geri Heringer in the Coppell extension project . 

Flower Mound Baptist Church was officially recognized 
and welcomed into the Association by Rev. Milton Zeeb, area 
minis ter.-A11ita Hale 

I c ompelled to Serve 

Wishek Church Marks 
100 Years 
WISHEK, ND. "100 Years - to God Be the Glory" was the 
theme song sung by over 500 members, guests, and friends 
at th e centennial festivities of Firs t Baptist Church, July 5-6, 
1986. The guest book regis tered people from 24 sta~es and 
one province. Over 400 people attended the Fellowship Sup­
per held on Saturday night. 

Speakers included the Rev. Harvey Mehlhaff, son of the 
Church; the Rev. Clemence Auch, former pas tor of the 
Church and missionary to Nigeria, West Africa; and Dr. 
Gideon Zimmerman, a son of the Church. They spoke on 
"Yeste rday," " Today," and "Tomorrow,". r~spectively, 
challenging the Church to carry on our commission to serve 
Ch ris t daily. 

"Our decorations are dismantled, our guests are gone, and 
we, as a church , face the futu re with the renewed hope in 
the fact of 'Jesus Chris t, the same, yes terday, today, and 
tomorrow,' " reports Mavis Schnabel. 

Brooks Church Celebrates 10 Years 
BROOKS, AB. "Celebrating Ten Years of God's 

Goodness" was the theme that h ighlighted the 10th anniver­
sary celebrations of Brooks Baptist Church . 

Activities on Aug. 2-3, 1986, included a banquet 
h ighlighted by anecdotes from the past as well as a h·ivia quiz 
about the Church's history. Sunday began with participation 
in a community service in conjunction with the town's 7Sth 

anniversary. A service of praise and thanksgiving was he ld 
in the afternoon. Participants included the Rev. Isador Faszer, 
former area minister; the Rev. Charles Littman, area minister; 
and the male choir from the mother church in Medicine Hat. 

"God's goodness continues to be evident in the life of the 
Church," reports the Rev. Harald Gruber 

Ashley Church Celebrates 90 Years 
ASHLEY, ND. Ashley Baptist Church celebrated its 90th 

anniversary, Aug. 9-10, 1986. 
The Rev. Ray Hoffman, a son of the Church, spoke at a 

banquet Saturday evening. Reverends Isador Faszer and 
A.W. Bibelheimer, former pastors, stressed the anniversary 
theme, "Continuing in th e Grace of God," at the Sunday 
morning and afternoon services, respectively. 

Special music was provided at all services . Sharing and 
greetings were part of the afternoon service. 

The Rev. Allen Gerber is pas tor of the Church.-Florence 
Kra11zler 

Trochu Church Observes 75th 
Anniversary 

TROCHU, AB. Trochu Baptist Church celebrated its 75th 
anniversary, July 4-6, 1986. Many former members and 
friends joined the congregation in seeing a movie and slides 
of events during the past 75 years. They also heard from 
former pastors and members presently serving in the 
ministry. 

The Rev. Charles Littman, area minister, an d the Rev. Ron 
Mayforth, N.A.B. College, gave special anniversary messages 
on the theme, "Rooted and Grounded in Christ." 

Mr. Dean Eisner is pastor of the Church .-/1111e Haller 

Emery Church Observes lOOth Anniversary 

EMERY, SD. "The Unchanging Christ in a Changing 
World" was the th eme for First Baptist Church 's centennial 
anniversary celebrated Aug . 8-10, 1986. 

Special events of the centennial weekend celebration in­
cluded a pageant, banquet, lunches and dinner, open house, 
special music, and greetings from Association and communi­
ty churches. Former sons and d aughters of the Church 
shared and reminisced. 

Dr. Roy De Brand, former in terim pastor; the Rev. Dan Van 
Gerpen, former youth and music director; and former 
pastors, Dr. Roy Seibel, the Rev . Leland Friesen, the Rev· 
Manuel D. Wolff, and Dr. ·Charles Hia tt, also shared their ex­
periences and participated in the worship services. Other par­
ticipants included the Rev . Ralph Cooke, area minister; Jon 
and Pam Cooke, youth and music directors; and the Rev. 
Elmo Herman, pastor. - Margie F/11tli 

Southwestern Association Meets in 
Colorado Home Mission Churches 

SAN LUIS VALLEY, CO. "Those attending the South­
continuerl 0 11 ne.\l µag e . 
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(biblical imperatives irz actio n) 

western Associa tion meet ings, A ug. 
1-3, 1986, experienced the freshness of 
a missio nary challenge," reports Ruth 
Kirstein. T he Association sessions 
were held in all th ree San Luis Valley 
churches: Faith Baptist, Center; Bethel 
Baptist , Del Nor te; and Grace Baptist, 
Monte Vista . This gave attendees a 
unique opportun ity to become per­
sonally acquain ted with the people o f 
these home mission churches. 

The Rev. David and Priscilla Keiry , 
Center; Dr. Earl and Lo is Ahrens, 
Monte Vista; and the Rev. Cal and 
Deanna Kroeger, along with members 
of their churches, brought spiritual 
challenges and bibl ica l messages 
throughout the sessions. 

High lights of the meetings included 
the welcoming of Grace Baptis t 
Church , Mon te Vis ta, into the 
Association. 

During the bui sness sessions, 
delega tes voted to su pport the hope 
Fellowship Baptist Church, Kansas Ci­
ty, Mo, as a new church extension pro­
ject. They also adop ted a budge t of 
$40,750 for 1987. 

Through Resolutions, the delegates 
covenanted to pray regu larly for the 
work o f the So u thwestern Associat ion; 
urged strongly to ho ld firm to the 
teaching o f the His to ric Biblical 
Evangelical Doctr ines of the Faith as a 
North American Baptist Seminary and 
College/ Divinity School; and to be 
wise stewards of the blessings received 
from Cod and be generous in the giv­
ing of o ur tithes and offer ings to the 
work .. . to which we have been called 
as North American Baptists. 

anniversaries ---

Mr. and Mrs. Wilmer Ma yer 
celebrated their SOth wedding an niver­
sary June 22, 1986, at First Bap tis t 
Church, LaSa lle, CO. 

Margaret and Cecil Raymond of 
Temple Baptist Church , Medicine Hat , 
A B, celebrated their SOth wedding an­
ni versary, June 30, 1986. 

Mr. a11d Mrs . Adam Ro th of Odessa 
(WA) Bap tist Ch u rch celeb rated thei r 
70th wedding anniversa ry, April 25 , 
1986. 
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in memoriam -------------

BERTHOLD CIRANKEWEITSCH (73). 
born Aug. 31, 1913, at Rozyszcze, Poland; 
died Aug. 27, 1986; immigra ted to Canada 
in 1927; married Hiligard Kaiser. December 
1939; member, choir member, Trochu (AB) 
Baptist Church; survived by two daughters: 
Genevieve (Mrs. Raymond Layden), Olds, 
AB; and Elaine (Mrs. Arnold Kelbert ), 
Minitonas, MB; ten grandchildren; his 
mother, Hedwig Cirankewei tsch; and four 
sisters; Mr. Dean Eisner, pasto r, funera l 
service. 

ADOLPH MARION HILL (76), Kyle, 
TX; born in 1909 lo Will and Ida Hill, at 
Kyle, TX; died June 22, 1986; married Em­
ma Koch, 1939; member, Sunday school 
teacher for 40 years, deacon , treasurer, 
clerk, president and secretary of the Baptist 
Men's Association, Immanuel Bapt ist 
Church , Kyle. TX; church orga nizer and 
Southern Associa tion Church Extension 
Commi ttee chairman; Board of Missions 
member, Merger S tu dy C o mmittee 
member, a nd Southern Conference 
moderator, North American Baptist Con­
fe rence; su rvived by his wife Emma; three 
children: Roxie Kleinworth , Houston, TX: 
Linda Schmeltekopf and Marion Hill , Kyle, 
TX; five grandchildren ; one grea t­
grandchild; two brothers: Leroy and Mar­
vin; three sisters: Elanora Bieber, Malinda 
Pett y, and Nadine Goodman; seven 
nephews; and three nieces; Reverends 
Winston Smith and Milton Zeeb , pastors, 
funeral service. 

KENNETH H. HOEKE (70). Milbank, 
SD; born Oct. 25, 1915, to Antone and 
Mary (Van Asch) Hoeke; died July 14, 
1986; married Martha Sprung in 1945; 
member, trustee, usher , Corona (SD) Bap­
tist Church; survived by his wife Martha; 
two daughters: June Van Asch, Aberdeen, 
SD: and Karen Hanson, Belle Fourche, SD; 
three grandchildren; two brothers: George 
and Antone; and two sisters: Mae Hermans 
and Verna Hoogeslraal ; Rev. George 
Jankovsky, pastor, funeral service. 

EDITH MAY HORSLEY (81). Sumner , 
IA; born May 20, 1905, to Roy and Alice 
Towner Hillier at Charles Cit y, IA; died 
Aug. 16, 1986; married Wallace James 
Greenlees, June 16, 1936, who predeceased 
her , March 24, 1945; three chi ldren were 
born to this union: Barbara Ann, James and 
Janice; married Louis Richard Horsley, 
March 7, 1948; member. Sunday school 
teacher , WMF officer , First Baptist Church. 
Sumner, IA: survi ved by her husband 
Louis; one son , James Greenlees; one 
daughter, Janice (G reenlees); six grand ­
children; one brother, James Hillier; and 
one sister ; Rev. Dan Payne, pastor , funeral 
service. 

GUST A VE FRED LANCE (76), Colum­
bus, NE; born March 14, 1910, in Platte 
County, NE; died June 26, 1986; married 
Martha Trienies in 1931; member , Sunday 
school teacher, trustee, deacon, Shell Creek 
Baptist Church , Columbus, NE; survived 
b y his wife Martha; six daughters; 14 
grandchildren; six great -grandchildren ; one 
brother; and three sisters; Reverends Clyde 
Zimbelman and W illiam Effa, pastors, 
funera l service. 

DORA BUDDE POWERSON (91), Staf­
fo rd . KS; born Oct. 11, 1894, to Ernest and 
Gretchen Wendelburg; died July 7, 1986; 
married Ben Budde, Aug. 16, 1923, who 
predeceased her in 1944; married John 
Powelson in 1958, who predeceased her in 
1970; fa ithful member, Calvary Baptist 
Church, Sta fford, KS; survived by many 
nieces and nephews; Rev . Jim Derman, 
pastor, funera l service. Memorials may go 
to the church. 

WILHELM SCHMIDT (86). Springside, 
SK; born Aug. 17, 1899, in Wolhynien, 
Russia; died June 24, 1986; immigrated lo 
Canada in 1927; member, deacon, choir 
member , Lockwood (SK) Baptist Church, 
la ter amalgamated with Nokomis (SK) Bap­
tist Church; predeceased by two brothers, 
two sisters, his wife Agatha in 1983, and an 
infant son; survived by one son, Walden 
(Elfriede), Peru; one daughter, Velma (M rs. 
Lawrence Besler ), Springside, SK; four 
grandchildren; three sisters-in-law: Olga 
Schal in, Lydia Schalin , and Evelyn 
Neuman; and one brother-in-law, Ewald 
Wolter ; Rev. Richard C rabke, pastor, 
funera l service. 

MRS . JACOB (C HRI STIAN ) 
WAGEMAN (83). Ashley, ND: born Feb. 
12, 1903, to Heinrich and Sophia Nies, a t 
Eureka, SD; died Aug. 21 , 1986; marr ied 
Jacob Wageman, Dec. 3, 1925; member, 
WMF member, music ministries, Ashley 
(ND ) Baptist Church; survived by her hus­
band Jacob; two daughters: La Verne (Mrs. 
William Giedt ). Ashley, ND: and Mayvis 
(Mrs . Dwight Baumann), Pittsburgh, PA; 
five grandchildren; two brothers; and three 
sisters; Rev. Allan Gerber , pastor , fu neral 
service. 

Lake Nyos Gas Disaster 

by Ken Priebe 

T he road leading to l ake Nyos 
from Wum is one of the most pic­

turesque in Cameroon. The rivers 
and valleys with palm trees and 
gardens give one a sense of peace, 
sereni ty, and life. However, as Rev. 
Peter Evande, assistant evangelism 
secretary of the Cameroon Baptist 
Convention; Rev. Samuel Fointama, 
Wum field pastor; Pastor Johnson 
Nd i, church pastor of Wum; and I 
proceeded with our four-wheel drive 
vehicle up the hill to the village of 
Nyos, we were met by one family 
after another leaving the area. 

Each fa mily car ried the bare 
necessities for life. We asked where 
they were going. Some answered: 
"We do not know; we are just leav­
ing. " As we entered the village, we 
saw the horrifyi ng signs of death: 
Cows lying "dead on the road; goats 
lying dead in di tches, dogs and 
chickens dead in compounds; and 
freshly dug graves covered .by ~resh 
soil - not a living person in sight. 
Some houses had open doors but no 
sign of movement. There was no need 
to stop. We knew already from one 
pastor tha t our 35 Baptist ~hrist ians 
in this village were dead. This includ­
ed the 15 who were baptized two 
weeks before this disaster. 

We traveled 10 kilometers from 
Nyos to Su-Bu m in silence. De~th 
was still all around. We drove im­
mediately to the hill in Su-Bum where 
our church was located . Here, (oo, all 
was silent until someone came to in­
fo rm us that some people from our 
Cameroon Bap tis t T heolog ical 
Seminary at Ndu were digging a 
grave fo r a family of one of the 
students. 

We went to the home and met Mis-
sionary Ken C ullman and Rev. lulu 
Williams, both teachers at Cameroon 
Baptist Theological Seminary; Rev. 

ll ijah Jam, pastor of the Cameroon 
Baptist Convention Church in Ndu ; 
and Pastor Jacob Wandia , whose 
fam ily they had come to bury. We 
joined in digging the mass grave. We 
buried seven of the nine people who 
had occupied the house. One young 
man was found dead in his room, 
kneeling in prayer beside his bed. It 
was an astonishing yet peaceful sight. 
Days before this disaster, someone 
had written on the door post, "God is 
with us." This was true because all 
were Christians and died as believers. 
After the burial, a short service was 
held. We left Su-Bum fo r Ndu with 
heavy hearts, trying to forget the 
sights and thoughts of death . 

Since this disaster, our Cameroon 
Baptist Convention has provided aid 
for the victims of this terrible inci­
dent. As a Baptist church, we have 
been one of those most heavily af­
fected. From our church in Su-Bum, 
whose membership was 165, 105 died 
plus 117 children . Of the 28 new 
Christians in the Church Membership 
Class, 18 died. Presently, there are 37 
Chris tia ns in the Gove rn ment 
Hospital at Nkambe with probably 
more than that at the Wum Govern­
ment Hospital. There are around 200 
children at both hospita ls; many are 
now orphans. Many other Baptist 
Christians in surrounding villages 
have also been affected and burnt by 
the gas. 

Approxifnately 1,500,;people died 
from suffocation and burns in this 
l ake Nyos disaster. Because of this 
great loss of life as well as the suffer­
ing of those living, we as a Conven­
tion are committed to help in the im­
mediate as well as the long-range 
needs for rehabilitatio·n . We have 
given assistance in cash and kind and 
a ided in medical relief using the 
Helimission helicopter and some doc-

tors from our Mbingo and Banso 
Baptist Hospitals. We gave the two 
government hospitals immediate 
financial aid as well as clo thing, 
medicines, and food for the victims. 
Everyone has shown love, concern, 
and a visible, caring spirit. 

This incident affected the church 
positively. Some of those who were 
sleeping or backsl iding have been 
shaken up, and the faithful have been 
strengthened. The firs t Sunday after 
the disaster, attendance at church was 
higher than ever before. It is a time 
fo r witnessing , evangelism, and 
church growth. T hose who have died 
left us an unspoken message: 
"Therefore keep watch because you 
do not know the day or the hour ... " 
(Matthew 25:13), and "Rejoice in 
hope; patient in tribulation and conti­
nuing instant in prayer" (Romans 
12:12). May this message affect all of 
us and help us to grow mature in 
Him. 

Th e Rev. Ken Priebe is a North 
American Baptist Conference mis­
sionary serving in Church M inistries 
and Growth in Cameroon, W est 
A frica . 

Thank you to all who helped pro­
vide relief funds for the disaster in 
Cameroon. More than $100,000 
has been received for this need. 

NOVEMBER 1986 27 



- urban ethnic ministries---------------·---

Is 12 Years Too Long to Wait? 

Dear Friends in the Gospel of 
the Saviour, 

1986 has been a most encouraging 
year for us. We have seen eight peo­
ple baptized in three months, and we 
rejoice in the mighty work of God! 
Some of these are people with whom 
we have worked for almost a year. 
Sometimes it takes that long to 
establish a relationship, get a Bible 
study going in their home and make 
them feel welcome enough to ven­
ture out to a service, feel part of the 
body of Christ here, and finally re­
quest formal membership . (The ac­
tual turning to Christ in fai th and 
repentance usually occurs some­
where in the middle of all this!) 

Especially exciting is that of these 
baptism s, the majority were 
"ethnic" people from the com­
munity (in this case, Puerto Rican). 
The fou ndation that we have labored 
to see built over the last 12 years is 
finally becoming a reality. One ex­
te~~ed family with whom we began 
ministry some five years ago only 
started to attend this year. We are 
seeing some community residents in­
viting their own neighbors. 

As of mid-July, we completed 
three street meetings . Two were 
done with the help of the touring 
Teen Challenge Choir and the final 
one with Luis Centeno, a local 
minister with American Missionary 
Fellowship. Also joining us was our 
own Councilman, John White, Jr., 
always bold in his witness for the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who testified and 
sang at one of the meetings . 

After working through the many 
names of people who requested 
follow-up, we have settled into four 
home Bible studies with new people 
who seem to be serious about seek­
ing to know the Lord. Of course, 
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there is also the general awareness in 
the community, which continues to 
grow, that we are a church w hich is 
willing to be out among the people, 
serving in the n ame of Christ. It is 
not unusual to have visitors in our 
morning service whom we first met 
in the street in previous summers, 
with no formal contact in between. 
Pray that the Lord would bring eter­
nal frui t from these efforts. 

One of the most beautiful scenes 
all year was on Resurrection Day 
after the morning service, when I 
saw my associate, Pastor Greg 
Huston (with w hom I have worked 
for about eight years), talking w ith 
one of our Puerto Rican members 
(whom he has discipled for some five 
years), who had once again brought 
one of his friends. 

Tears came to my eyes as I realized 
that this was the first time I could 
have taken a photograph of 2 
Timothy 2:2: "And the things w hich 
you have heard from me in the. 
presence of many witnesses, these 

entrus t to faithful men, who will be 
able to teach others also." Is 12 years 
too long to wait for such a picture? 
Such is the biblical " n ormalcy" that 
God has gradually been bringing to 
Fleischmann Memorial Baptist 
Church in Philadelphia, Penn­
sylvania. Do be encouraged to con­
tinue faithfully in prayer for u s. Our 
gracious God has certainly been 
h earing. O 

Rev. Jim Corren ti is senior pnstor of tile 
oldest North A111ericnn Bnptist Con­
ference Ch urch, Fleischmann Me111orinl 
Baptist Church. This church is 111i11ister­
ing to its co11111111nity in city center 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

"And 
have 

the things 
heard from 

which . me in 
you 
the 

presence of many witnesses, 
these entrust 
who will be 
others also." 

to faithful 
able to 

men, 
teach 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~what's happening 

Loren Stark, 
assistant pastor 
of Lakeview 
H eights Baptist 
Churc h , Ke­
lowna, British 
Columbia, was 
ordained by that 
Church on June 
22, 1986. Prof. 
Werner Waitkus of North American 
Baptist College, Edmonton, A B, spoke 
on "What It Means to Be a Minister 
Today." Rev. John Wollenberg, 
Osoyoos, and Rev. Gerald Scheel, 
senior pastor, Lakeview Heights, also 
participa ted in the service. 

Mr. Lamont Loudenslager accep ted 
the position of associate pastor at Cen­
tu ry Baptist C hurch, Bismarck, North 
Dakota, effective November 1 , 1986 . 
He had served as pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Mclaughlin, South Dakota, 
since 1982. 

Mr. Ji111 Renke has accepted the 
pastorate of Central Baptist Church, 
George, Iowa, effective October l , 
1986. He is a s tudent at the North 
American Baptist Seminary, Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota . 

Mrs. Peter Aaldyk of Seven Sister 
Falls, Manitoba, died July 3. She was 
the wife of the Lake Nutirnik Bapt ist 
Camp adm inis t rator, Rev. Peter 
Aaldyk. She had served with her hus­
band as a m issionary to the Indians on 
the Bull Reserve in Alberta and as a 
pastor's w ife at Whiteshell Baptist 
Church before becoming invo lved in 
th is camp m inis try. 

Tire Rev. Al Grams has accepted the 
pasto rate of Calvary Baptist Church , 
Dea r born , Mich igan , beginning 
September 1, 1986. He formerl y served 
Ridgemont Baptist Church , Eas t 
Detroit, Michigan. 

Mr. Dan Meyers accepted the posi­
tion of youth worker w ith Christian 
Education responsibilities at Bethel 
Baptis t Church, M issoula, Montana. 

Mr. Pl1il Kirsch was ordained to the 
Christian m inis try on July 26, 1986, by 
the Evergreen Bapt ist Church, Renton , 
Washington. 

Tir e Rev. Jam es Ricks is the new 
youth minister at First Baptist Church, 
Elk Grove, California , as of August 15, 
1986. 

Tl1 e Rev. David Mitchell was 
welcomed to the pulpit of First Baptist 
Church, Lodi, California, on Sep­
tember 7. He previously served as 
pastor of Faith Baptist Church in Cor­
ona, CA. He is presently working on 
his Doctor of Ministry Degree at 
Talbot Seminary. 

Tl1e Rev. Etan Pelzer was installed as 
pastor of Apple Valley Baptist Church , 
Apple Valley, Minnesota, on Sep­
tember 7, 1986. Area Minister Jacob 
Ehman was guest speaker at the service 
as well as the Rev. Harry Keirn, Hut­
chinson, Minnesota. Churches from 
the Minnesota-LaCrosse Association 
were invited to the service. 

Tire Rev. Steve Turn er became 
pasto r of Whitehaven Road Baptist 
Church, Grand Island, New York , on 
April 27, 1986, after serv ing the 
Church fo r one month as interim 
pastor. 

Mr. Paul Thomas was licensed to the 
Gospel Min istry at Nort h Pointe Bap­
tist Church in Warren, M ichigan, dur­
ing a Sunday evening service in 
August. The Rev. Bill Taft, area 
m inister, was guest speaker. Mr. 
Thomas has been youth minister at 
North Pointe Bapt ist for four years. 
His father, the Rev. Gordon Thomas, 
is senior pasto r there. 

Recipients of academic awards fo r 
1985-86 at the North American Baptist 
Seminary, Sioux Falls, South Dako ta , 
were Edw in Rafferty and Robin 
Stoops, Church Minis try Award; 
Jam es Liske, Scripture Interpretive 
Reading Award; Gordon Stork, Julie 
Berndt , Lois Niclrolas, and Perry 
Friesen. Wlro 's Wlio Anw11g Studen ts 
in A111erican U11ive1·sities and Colleges; 
Jerry Matlris, superior achievement in 
study of b iblical Hebrew; Gordon 
Stork. outstanding results in biblical 
Greek; Timothy Caspers, excellence in 
Christian Education ; Ronald Ander­
son. J11lie Berndt . Tim othy Caspers. 
Ja111 es Liske , Tim Mason, Robi11 
Stoop s , a nd Gordo 11 St or k . 
Evangelical Teacher Training Associa­
tion Awards of Teacher's Diploma for 
Study and Excellence in the Bible and 
C hrist ian Educatio n. 

Tire Rev. La1111y Garmm1 resigned as 
a ssociate pasto r o f youth at Willow 
Rancho Baptist Church, Sacramento, 

California, effective September 15, 
1986. 

Harsch Named Outstanding Church 
Growth Associate of the Year 
The Rev. Ray 
Harsch has been 
named "Out ­
standing Church 
Grow th Asso­
ciate of the Year" 
by The Institute 
for American 
Church Growth. 
Rev. Harsch re­
ceived the award for his outstanding 
work in conducting more than thirty 
Church Growth Seminars in churches 
in Canada and the U.S.A. in one year. 
His continued commitment to teaching 
those churches more about reach ing 
others for C hrist and His Church was 
recognized. 

Rev . Harsch is Acting Church 
Growth Director for the Nort h 
American Baptist Conference. 

The Rev. Bernard Th ole resigned as 
pastor of T emple Bapt ist Church, 
Cheektowaga, New York, to accept a 
high school teaching position in New 
Hampshire. He served as pastor at 
Temple Baptist since 1977. 

Tire Rev. Wil Dachtler of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, accepted the position of 
Chaplain at the Baptist Home in 
Bismarck, North Dakota, effective 
October 1, 1986. 

Tl1e Rev. Bill Van Gerpen accepted 
the position of pastor o f Tyndall Bap­
tist Church, T yndall , South Dakota. 
He had been serving there as interim 
pastor. 

Mr. Marlo Fritzke became assistant 
pastor at Temple Baptist Church, 
Calga ry, Alberta, on September 14, 
1986. 

Mr. Ellis Clive resigned as pastor of 
Liberty Baptist Chu rch , Howell , 
Michigan, effective August 31, 1986, 
to accept a position at a non-N .A.B. 
church. 

Dr. Bill Cummins resigned as pastor 
o f T emple Baptist Church , Lodi , 
California , effective September. 1986. 

Co mmunity Baptis t Cliurcli . 
Beiseker, Alberta . has changed its 
n ame to Tri-Community Baptist 
Church . Rev. Robert Hoffman, pastor . 
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estate planning 

Would You 
Like to In­
crease Your 
Income? 

lm sure that question got your at­
tention. Certainly, all of you would 
like to increase your incomes in order 
to afford items of necessity or 
enhance your life-styles. And many 
of you would like to be able to give 
more. 

There may be a way that you can 
do both. You can increase your in­
come by taking property that is cur­
rently producing a low return and 
transferring it to an agreement which 
provides additional income. And a 
portion of that income may be receiv­
ed tax-free. 

With that same agreement, you 
can make a gift to the North 
American Baptist Conference. From 
your gift, you will receive a current 
income tax shelter, resulting in your 
payment of lower taxes, and your 
return on your investment will ac­
tually be increased. 

We can help you increase your in­
come as you make a gift. Let me give 
you an example. 

Several years ago, Mrs. Smith pur­
chased some stock that has proven 
to be a very successful investment for 
her. Today, it is worth $15,000. 
However, Mrs. Smith would like to 
receive more income than the 
dividends from the s tock provide. 
She would also like to be relieved of 
her investment responsibilities. 

In addition, Mrs. Smith is 70 years 
of age, is concerned about her estate 
plan, and wants to give a portion of 
her estate for the ministries and mis-
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sion work of the North American 
Baptist Conference. 

To help meet all of Mrs. Smith's 
desires, she transferred the stock to 
the North American Baptist Con­
ference, in return for our promise to 
pay her a lifetime income. Her 
benefits from the transfer are as 
follows: 

1) She will receive a guaranteed an­
nual income of $1, 170, of which $462 
will be received tax-free . 

2) Mrs. Smith w ill receive an in­
come tax charitable deduction of 
$7,658, resulting in a current federal 
tax savings of $2,451 in a 32 percent 
tax bracket. 

3) Mrs. Smith originally paid 
$5,000 for the stock . If she had sold 
the stock, she would have capital 
ga ins tax payable on $10,000. 
Because of the unique provis ions of 
this agreement, capital gains tax is 
only payable on approximately 50 
percent of her gain, and this amount 
can be prorated over her 15.9 year life 
expectancy. This w ill result in an ac­
tual tax savings of $640. 

4)The property is no longer in Mrs. 
Smith's estate, thus avoiding estate 
tax and probate costs. 

5) Probably most important, Mrs. 
Smith h as the satisfaction of know­
ing that even while she is living, a 
portion of h er money is being used 
to help in the ministry of the church . 

Na turally, the circums tances 
wou ld be different for yo u . 
However, if you are retired or near 
retirement, if you have appreciated 
property, or would simply like to 
know how you can make a charitable 
g ift and retain the income, please 
write for our special planning report . 
It will give you complete detai ls on 

how this vehicle would work in your 
situation. 

How to Make a 
Charitable Gift and 
Retain the Income 
For further infomzation, please com­
plete and mail this coupon today. 

Send to: 
Dr. Connie Salios 
North American Baptist Conference 
1 So. 210 Summit Avenue 
Oakbrook Terrace, lllinois 60181 

Yes, I would like to know more about 
how I can increase my income and at 
the same time make a major gift to 
the North American Baptist 
Conference. 

0 Please send me a free s pecial 
planning report, " The Charitable 
G ift Annuity," to explain the 
d e tails to me. 

0 I would like for you to show 
me how my income would be 
increased in my circumstances. 

I now own prop erty valued a t 
$ , which I pur-
ch ased in 19 _ _ for 
$ . My birthdate 
is . My spouse's 
birthdate is _ ____ _ 

My top tax bracket is 
______ percent. 

Name _________ _ 

Address 

City 

State/Prov. ____ _ 

Code ____ _ 

Telephone 

baptist world aid 

Commentaries Provided in Rus­
sian for Baptists in Soviet Union 

The firs t 5,000 volumes o f Barclay's 
Co111111e11tnry in the Russian language 
were shipped to the Soviet Union at 
the en d of 1985. Rev . Archie Goldie 
and a group of Baptists from North 
America attended a service of celebra­
tion and dedication in Moscow in 
January 1986 to mark this important 
event . Applications have been made to 
secure fu rther permits fo r the importa­
tion of these books. 

The delay in securing permits for the 
importation of the completed books is 
c reating difficulty and a potential addi­
tio nal cost for storage. The committee 
has therefore decided to print only 
2,000 copies of the las t eight volumes 
to be printed in the series. 

The Baptist World Aid Committee 
has a pproved a goal of $80,000 to be 
raised for p rinting and delivering the 
Barclay Co111111e11tnry in the Russia n 
language to Baptists in the Soviet 
Union. If you are interested in helping 
provide these commentaries, send you r 
cont ribut ion to: Co111111e11taries for 
Russin, Baµ tist World Aid, North 
A111erica11 Baµtist Co11fere11ce, 1 So uth 
210 S11111111it Ave1111e, Oakbrook Ter­
race, Illinois 60181. 

capital funds - ____, 

School for Missionary Children to 
be Located at Ndu 

After much prayer and searching for 
land, th e school for miss io nary 
children in Cameroon wi ll be loca ted 
at Ndu o n the site of the Cameroon 
Bapt is t Theo logical Seminary accord ­
ing lo Miss Nancy Grover, principal 
and teacher. 

The Planning a nd Building Commit­
tee finalized the school building floor 
plan and chose possible sites fo r the 
Teacherage and H ostel. The building, 
designed to b lend in with the buildings 
o f the Semina ry, will be con st ructed o f 
ston e a nd cement block s. 

The school b u ilding is scheduled to 
be comple ted by spring 1987 . .. Thank 
you for praying concerning the loca­
tion of the school as well as for con­
tributing through Capital Funds to 

Master of Divinity 

More 
committed 
than ever 

NORTH AMERICAN 
BAPTIST SEMINARY 

M.A. in Christian Education 
M.A. in Counseling 

join a heritage ... 
where the preparation 
really counts. M.A. in Religious Studies 

Doctor of Ministry 

DD NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST SEMINARY 

DJ 1321 W. 22nd Street, Sioux Falls, SD 57105-1599 
605/336·6588 

s;.oo U.5. <SS.00 Ca11 .) 
11/115 51.50 11osta,~r [, lla11dli11g 

mm/to. 
MRS. HELEN HUGHES 

39 Valleyview Drive 
Winnipeg, Mani toba, Canada 

R2Y ORS 

·~ 

LOVE THEM FOR 
ME LAURA, the story 
of Laura Reddig, our own 
North American Baptist Mis­
sionary to Cameroon featuring 
40 years of dedicated service. 

Authored by pastor Ed Hughes, 
this 192-page, quality bound 
and generously illustrated 
book, is now available. 

For your copy or gifts for 
friends, please fill in the order 
form below and nzail to the at­
tached address. 

ORDER YOUR COPY NOW 

Please' Send Copies at $7.00 U.S . ($8.00 Can. ) plus 
51.50 each for postage & handling. 

Cheque or money order enclosed .... TOTAL. _ ___ _ 

NAME --------------~---

ADDRESS'----------------­

STATE __ ZIP CODE 

make a building for the school possi­
ble," says Nancy. 

been chosen in Bamenda, but the land 
was not avai lable due to the govern­
ment deo·id ing to put an airstrip there. The s ite fo r the school h ad originally 
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This year give 
a gift that says 
you care 10 times 
a year-
one that 
brings 
news of 
our 
North 
American 
Baptist 
Conference 
Family 
throughout 
the 
world. 

______ _,,_ __ -

/ 
YES! Please send a 
gift subscription to 

To Name------------­
Address 
City 
State/Prov. ______ Code __ _ 

Frorn Name ____________ _ 
Address 
State/Prov. Code ___ _ 

payment of D $8.00 for one year (U.S.A.); 0 $10.50 for one year (Canada) 
D $16.00 overseas 

(Please use a separate sheet for addit iona l gift subscriptions) 


