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All Religious 
Prisoners Set 
Free in Russia 
by Kathy Palen, 
Washington Bureau, 
Baptist Press 

A 
11 Baptist religious prisoners 
of conscience in the Soviet 

Union have been released, accord
ing to government and other 
sources. 

During a briefing for human 
righ ts advocates in early February, 
U.S. State Department officials 
confirmed reports that all Soviet 
religious prisoners have been 
released. Similar confirmation 
came for the Commissio n on 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe - known as the Helsinki 
Commission - and Kes ton Col
lege in Ken t, England, which 
monitors religious freedom in 
Eastern Europe . 

The office of exiled Russian 
pastor Georgi Vins, wh ose Inter
national Representatio n for the 
Council of Evangelica l Baptist 
Churches keeps close contact with 
prisoners' families in the Sovie t 
Union, also confirmed to the Bap
tist Standard that the last Baptist 
p riso n ers we re a mo n g 139 
religious prisoners of conscience 
released in December. 

As late as 1987, 265 priso ners, 
including 116 Baptists, were held 
in the Sovie t Union because of 
their religious beliefs, reports in 
d icated . 

"Baptists and other believers 
everywhere should rejoice in this 
major victory for religious liber
ty," said James M. Dunn, ex
ecutive director of the Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs, who 
attended the State Departmen t 
briefin g. " All who worship Him 
who came 'to preach deliverance 
to the captives' have visceral iden
tification with those w ho are 
prisoners for the sake of their 
faith . 

"Great joy and satisfactio n is 
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ours in their release. We praise the 
Lord for answered prayer and 
pledge anew to dedicate ourselves 
to the free exercise of fa ith in all 
lands." 

The Baptist Joint Committee, 
which since its founding in 1936 
has brought pressure on numer
ous governments to recognize re
ligious freedom as a fundamental 
human right, has worked for the 
last two years for the release of the 
Soviet religious prisoners . 

Baptists in the United States can 
now help Soviet Baptists in 
several ways, says John Finnerty, 
a staff member of the Helsinki 
Commission. 

Many Soviet Baptists want to 
stay in that country, Finnerty said. 
The biggest need among those 
Baptists is literature, including Bi
ble com mentaries and children ' s 
literature, as well as Bibles, he 
said. 

Finnerty recalled a conversation 
he had with a pastor in the Soviet 
Union las t November . 

"The pastor told me that the 
greatest problem for Soviet Chris
tians is no longer the KGB," Fin
nerty said. "He said the problem 
is that he and others are hesitant 
about their ability to teach o thers . 
They have lots of faith, but not 
much to study ." Finnerty also 
s ugges ted visiting the Soviet 
Union and Baptists there as often 
as possible . 

In addition, Christians in the 
United States should keep mem
bers of Congress aware of their in
terests in these issues, Finnerty 
said. " Doing so not only lets 
Christians in the Soviet Union 
know we care abou t them as 
bro thers and sis ters in Chris t, bu t 
it also lets the Sovie t governm ent 
know we have an eye o n this 
s itua tion," he explained. 

O ther Sovie t Baptis ts desire to 
em igra te, Finnerty sa id, adding 
that Bap tists in th e United Sta tes 
ca n take actio n o n their behalf 
a lso . Baptis ts here firs t shou ld 
learn about the law and its ap
p lication and the n shou ld wri te 
th e ir e lected re prese nta ti ves 

The third category of Sovie t 
Baptists is composed of people 
who alread y have left the Soviet 
Union. More than 3,400 Baptists 
and Pentecos tals emigrated from 
the Soviet Union d uring 1988. 

The s udden increase in Soviet 
immigrants has resu lted in the 
placement of many of them in 
refugee camps in Vienna, Austria, 
and Rome, Italy, said G. Keith 
Parker, Southern Baptis t Foreig n 
Missio n Board area d irector for 
Europe . 

A major need is helping Sovie t 
immigrants adjust to the shock of 
being in the Western world and 
develop rea lis tic expectations 
about life there, he noted. 

"There needs are not jus t 
physiological, but psychological 
and spiritual, " PaTker said. " They 
need help learning about what to 
expect in the West, such as tha t 
along w ith freedom they will have 
the responsibility for their o w n 
needs ." (BP) 

Kathy Palen is with the Wash ington 
Bu reau of the Baptist Press. 

Baptists Receive 
Permission to 

Open Seminary 
in USSR 

The All-Uruon Council of 
Evangelical-Christians-Bap
tis ts received word from the 
council on Religio us Affairs 
by the Supreme Soviet of the 
USSR that they have made 
" a d ecision to open under 
the All-Union Council of 
Evangelical-Christians -Bap
tis ts' auspices a theological 
semin ary w ith sta tionary 
training, intended for four
year curriculum w ith the en
tiTe group of 50 students . " 

Th is decision, communi
cated on February 27, is an 
answer to prayer for Baptists 
in the USSR. 
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challenged to grow 

-The Caress of G d: 

I h ave a friend , a remarkable 
woman, who has become my 

spiritual director. She is a real soul
fr iend with whom I share ma ny of 
the deeper concerns of my life . 
Through her, I have come to seek a 
deeper awareness of the Spirit's 
direction for my life . She is, to me, 
a dear woman who is nearing 60 
years of age and whose body suffers 
a good deal from the ravages of 
rheumato id arthri tis . Sh e looks 
rather fra il, her body bent and, in 
p laces, d isfigured by the disease . 

Once a month, we meet to ta lk and 
pray . The most wonderfu l part about 
these sessions is the way we start. 
Each time we meet, we begin w ith a 
big, warm hug. She walks up to me, 
throws her arms around me, leans 
her bent shoulder a nd head in to my 
chest, and presses her rath e r 
gnarled, stiff hands to my back. At 
the same time, my arms - long and 
lanky as they are - go around her. 
There we stand in this embrace, say
ing nothing. 

So begins my monthly encou nter 
with the Spirit of Cod in this ancient 
Christian tradition we call s piritual 
direction . It begins with a hug, with 
our arms w rapped around one 
another. 

That tender moment remind s me 
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Embodied 
Spirituality 

that Chris tian spirituality is no t only 
about the Spirit but also about 
bodies . For you see, Chris tiani ty is 
always incarnational. At the very 
center of the faith stands the confes
sion th at the Word became em
bodied, that God became fl esh in 
Jesus Christ . 

The Apostle Paul acknowledged 
that human flesh is the place where 
the Holy Sp irit dwells . Ou r bodies, 
he said in h is first letter to the Cor
inthians, are living temples of the 
Holy Spir it. 

Bu t to think this way about the 
role of our bod ies in the s piritual 

life is not something we do very com
fortably as Christians . This is because 
most of us are in some way at war 
w ith our own bodies . We far too 
often think of them not as a means 
of grace and prayer, but rath er as 
sources of temptation and sin. This 
is something that has been ingrain
ed in most of us since child hood 
when we learned to keep our bodies 
covered and not to touch other 
peo p le beyond a cour teo u s 
ha ndshake . 

We in ferred from these social 
customs that bodies should not be 

" Embodied spirituality 
is a ' hands on' 
spirituality that, 
perhaps, is at its finest 
when we minister to 
the needs of others 
through human touch . 
We get a glimpse of 
this through the way 
Jesus related to 
people.' ' 

seen or touched, that they are 
somehow shameful, disgus ting, and 
a source of temptation . Of course, 
our bodies may be an occas io n for 
sin, as a ll things have the potential 
to be. 

Indeed, in this day when the keep
fit-and-fir m mania h as swep t so 
many of us into Nautilus centers and 
aero?ic classes, we may actually be 
turnmg our old shame about the 
body into an inordinate sense of 
pride and vani ty . Our bodies are 
now no longer something to hide but 
rather to flaun t and idolize. At the 
same time, our bodies may a lso 
become something we fear, as we do 
when we dread the onset of d isease 
or pain, or the coming of old age 
whe~ the body grad ually begins to 
deteriorate . 

Whether our bodies are in this way 
~ource~ of shame or vani ty, the way 
m which we, as Christians, often 
~epa rate ou ~· bod ies from any mean
ingful role m the spiritual li fe fun
da~1enta lly d is torts a gospel w hich 
~cnpture te lls us unashamedly af
firms the physical, flesh-and -blood 
rea lity of huma n existence. This d is
tortion has been a continual ten
d~ncy fo r the church throughou t its 
history . Over the centuries, the flesh
approving spirituality of the Jud eo
Christian trad ition has been often 
replaced by a more negative, flesh
denegrating v iew of the s piritual life. 

This is something the church may 
have largely inherited from G reek 
Platonic philosophy. G reek Platon
ists believed the body was essentia lly 
evil, whi le they v iewed the non-ma
terial, s pi ritual d imension of life as 
alone good . The bod y was a bad p ri
son that inca rcerated a good sp irit 
which alone was capable of d ivi ne 
redemption and im mortality . 

The Ch ris tian church has drawn , 

at times, a similar line between the 
bod y and the spirit. In the p rocess, 
Chris tians h ave often identi fi ed 
"good " or " spiritual" w ith that 
which is non-material and "evil" 
with th at which is bodily . 

B u t the Apostle Paul 's teaching 
about the human body is entirely 

positive when he says in I Corin
thians 6:15-20: " Do you not know 
that our bod ies are members of 
Chris t? . . . Do you not know that 
your body is a temple of the H oly 
Spirit within you, which you have 
from God? .. . So g lorify God in your 
body." 

Throughout the Bible, we see 
many problems con nected w ith th e 
body, especially w ith the p ain and 
suffering of th e body, but always 
w ith the affirmation of Ge nesis 1:31 
that " God saw everything that he 
had made, " including the bodies of 
Adam and Eve, "and beh old, it was 
ve ry good ." 

So a good healthy, biblical under
standing of th e s piri tual life will in
clude this d ivine affir mation of th e 
body . In some fash ion, Christian 
spirituality, as Advent reminds us, is 
always incarnationa l. The Spiri t of 
God, as Walter Wink has p ut it, 
" longs to be enfl eshed." This has 
several implications for living the 
spiritual life. 

At the center of th e gospel stands 
the confess ion that God has come to 
dwell in our human flesh through 
Christ. Nowhere is this con fession 
more graphically made than in our 
pa rticipation in the Lord 's Supper. 
The bread and the cup are, after all 
primarily sensual signs; they attest to 
the fact that God takes human flesh 
seriously. They remind us that God 
became incarnate, beca me flesh for 
us, in Christ. They remind us that 
Christ bod ily su ffered, bodily died , 
and bod ily rose from the grave . And 
in the eating of the bread and the 
d rinking of the cup, we confess w ith 
all of our senses - seeing, hearing, 
feeling, smelling, tas ting - tha t the 
flesh of Christ has come to dwell 
w ithin our fl esh . 

The Lord 's Supper is, in this way, 
a sensual act; it is primari ly a bodily 
rather than a me ntal activity. We see 
th e bread and cup with the eye; we 
hear with the ear no t only the words 
of institution, but the bread being 

broken, and the cup poured out. 
Then we eat and drink. We p ut the 
bread in our mouth . We chew it, 
taste it, grind it with our teeth, and 
swa llow it. Then th e bread is 
transformed by our digestive system 
so that what was once out there, 
separate fro m us, is now ins ide and 
part of us , nurturing and giving life 
to our own flesh . So the Lord's Sup
per is this very sensual confession 
th at Christ d wells w ithin our con
crete enfleshed lives, and that we, in 
turn, have become - through the 
mystery of the gosp el - th e bod y of 
Christ in our world . 

''Human touch, if 
offered out of love and 
in faith, is a profoundly 
spiritual act . When we 
touch another human 
being with the recogni
tion that we, by the 
mystery of God's grace, 
are the body of Christ 
in this world, we begin 
to understand how a 
tender, loving human 
embrace can be given 
and can be received as 
the very caress of 
God. " 

I f we affirm that our bodies are 
temples of the Holy Spirit, then we 

must listen attentively to our bodies 
as one way God speaks to us. We 
become conscious of God's presence 
not only w ith our hearts and minds 
but also with our bodies . In other 
words, om bodies provide a s piritual 
way of knowing. 

This is not an esoteric matter. It 
s imply means th at we should pay 
closer attention to our bodies - to 
that good healthy, bodily sensation 
of phys ical labor or hard exercise, to 
that very sensual feeling of running 
one's fingertips over the smooth sm
face of a freshly sanded piece of 
wood, or to that exhilarating sensa
tion of the firs t splash of water to the 
face in the morning. These, and a 
host of other physical sensations, as 
Dag Hammerskjold has said , are all 
" words of a transcendent language 

of the senses." They are signals to us 
from the O ne who created us to be 
this way, as embodied sp irits . 

If we are to practice a biblically 
resp on s ible form of embodied 
spirituality, we will pay closer atten
tion not only to our own bodies bu t 
also to the bodies of oth er human be
ings, especially when their bodies 
suffer from any kind of deprivation: 
hunger, lack of ad equate shelter, ill
ness, neglect, inhumane treatment. 
Embodied spirituality takes seriously 
the physical suffering of other 
people . It not only seeks to convert 
the souls of sinners, bu t also feeds 
the hungry, gives drink to the 
thirsty, clothes the naked, cares for 
the sick, harbors the stranger, and 
visits the prisoner. 

Embod ied spiri tuali ty is not 
theology in the abstract. Neither 

is it a spirituality merely of pious feel
ings . Rather, it is a "hands on" 
spirituality that perhaps is at its finest 
when we minister to the needs of 
others through human touch. We get 
a glimpse of this through the way 
Jesus related to peop le . If you look 
at the way Jesus ministered to peo
ple in the New Testament, it is im
pressive to notice that in almost all 
the stories Jesus physically touches 
those to whom he brings the healing 
p resence of the kingdom . 

So h uman touch , if offered out of 
love and in faith, is a profoundly 
spiritual act. When we toucl1 another 
human being with the recognition 
that we - by th e mystery of God 's 
grace - are the body of Christ in this 
world, we begin to understand how 
a tender, loving h uman embrace can 
be given and can be received as the 
very caress of God. ln this way, we 
w ho are the body of Christ mediate 
Christ ' s loving presence to one 
another in real, physical terms . We 
thu s speak of Christ to one another 
in a transcendent language of the 
senses and practice therein the 
wonderful g ift o f embod ied 
spirituality. D 
(You are e ncouraged to read 
Genesis 1:26-28, 31; John 1:14; I 
T imothy 4: 1 -5; I Corinthians 
6: 15 -20.) 

Or. Stephen Brach/ow is Professor v( 
C11urch History and Ch ristian Spiritua/-
1ty at Nort/1 America11 Baptist Se111i11an1, 
Sioux Falls, SD. · 
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commissioned to witness 

by Brian C. Stiller 
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Is Canada 
Christian? 

. 
5 

rumors have fl oated V anotl d the churches about h~w 
ar~uJ'ld Canada is . Some claun 

seculanze ation is only three P.ercent 
~~1a t ~ LI-'. J1 ,, While we can easily see 

ChnshaJ'lda is not bustling with 
that Cana we need to examine 

Ii . fervor, 
re gtous . 111· order to understand 

h . k own 
w at is n }1aJ1enge evangelicals face. 
better the c 

jstian" Means 
What "CW we mean when we say 

What do. a "Christi an"? An 
so meone ~s fines a foUower of Christ 
evangelical :iy than do other people. 
more na~robelieve, for example, tl~a t 
W~ don t and raised in a home with 
being ?orn Christian parents necessar
~ommJttedone Christian . Yet there are 
ily makes ide the evangelically-de-
1'.1any ? uts .. ,110 also call themselves 
fined circle v• . 

fo llowers of Chnst. 

What the Canadian. C~~s~s S~ys 
Let's use "Chnst1an first m the 

broad sense: Anyone who says they 
are. The 1981 census shows that 
11 ,402,605 claim to be Ro man 
Catholic, 361,560 Eastern O rthodox, 

How Christian ls 
Canada? 
• 32 percent of Canadians say 
they have attended church in the 
last week. 
• More than two million claim 
adherence to an evangelical 
Protestant churcl1. 
• Stiller estimates that almost 
1/2 million of those attending 
mainline Protestant churches 
would be evangelical in 
conviction. 
• About 2 1/2 million Canadians, 
or 10 percent of the nation, 
would have an evangelical 
Protestant faith. 

and 9,914,580 Protestant . A very high 
proportion - 90 percent - of the total 
population (which was 24,083,495 in 
1981) say they are Christian. 

But how many of that group 
regulaTly attend a p lace of worship? 
According to sociologist Dr. Reginald 

Bibby (Fragmented Gods, Irwin, 
1987), some 27 percent of Protestants 
said in a 1986 swvey that they had at
tended their place of worship "in the 
last seven days. " Applying that 
percentage to 1981 census figures, 
some 2,676, 937 - or slightly more 
than 11 percent - of Canadian Prot
estants attend church regularly. 

Add to that Bibby's finding that 43 
percent of Catholic and Eastern Or
thodox Canadians said they had at
tended their place of worship in the 
previous seven days. That means 
5,058,591, or about 21 percent of Cana
dians, attend a Catholic or Eastern Or
thodox church regularly. 

We could say, then, that about 32 
percent of Canadians attend a so
called Christian place of worship each 
week. 

H ow Many Evan gelicals? 
I' m often asked how many Cana

dians are evangelical Protestants. 
TI1ere are two major factors in at

tempting to answ~r this responsibly: 
1) those attending Protestant d1urches 
that publicly affirm their evangelical 
stance, and 2) those who would con
sider themselves evangelical yet attend 
a mainline Protestant church whose 
leader would not call the chmch 
evangelical. 

Those who claimed adherence to an 
evangelical denomination in the 1981 
census total 2,019, 105. 

TI1ere are no similar statistics to tell 
us how many in mainline Protestant 
churches (A nglican, United, 
Presbyterian, and Lutheran) would 
identify themselves as evangelical. But 
Reg Bibby, in an interview, said that 
he felt it would be reasonable to 
estimate that six percent, or nearly 
463,000, of those attend ing a mainline 
Protestant churd1 (about 7,709,400) are 
of evangelical faith. 

Adding these totals, then, we find 
that nearly 2.5 million Canadians -
representing about 10 percent of this 
nation - are affiliated by belief and/or 

•; :: ..-, ' 

regular attendance to an evangelical 
Protestant church. 

Who ls an Evangelical? 
Many of us forget the origins of the 

term "evangelical. " When Martin 
Luther was excommunicated by the 
Roman Catholic chmch in 1521, he 
called those who left with him 
"evangelical," which comes from the 
New Testament word "evangel" 
meaning the good news. 

To Luther an evangelical was one 
who believed that the Bible was the 
final source of revealed tmth, that one 
came to Christ by personal faith , and 
that one attained forgiveness from 
God only through His grace not by 
one's own works. So those we call 
Protestant today have the same 
"evangelical" heritage. 

Early this cenhuy, there was a split 
in the Protestant chw·ch. lt was over 
the Modernist controversy, which 
questioned whether the Bible was the 
revealed Word of God. 

The mainline Protestant churcl1es 
were affected. Some shifted in the 
direction of theological liberalism. 
Some kept the tradition of affirming 
the Bible as God's Word and Jesus as 
the divine Son of God . And a nwnber 
of new churches and denominations 
started up. 

Two Sides 
True faith in Jesus Christ, of comse, 

cannot be measmed by census or 
church membership statistics. What 
counts is how peop le think and live. 

We may be encouraged to know 
that while only 32 percent of Cana
dians attend churcl1 regularly, nine in 
10 Canadians say they believe in the 
existence of a personal God, and 
seven in 10 that Jesus Christ was (or 
is) the Son of God. 

But there is the other side. Cluistian 
influence is being felt less and less in 
Canada. And Clu;stian ideas are in
creasingly being igi1ored or avoided in 
the marketplace. 

Over the past Christmas season, 
most politicians sent words of holiday 
wishes with phrases like " season's 
greetings." Few included the word 
Christmas. And a teacher told me it 
was difficult for her to include 
anything related to Christ, even the 
word Ch1;stmas, in school festivities. 

How Conviction Is Eroded 
TI1e challenge for Clu·ist' s followers 

is to be cognizant of Canadian at
titudes toward faith in order to 
develop a strategy to reach Canadians 
for Christ. 

I have no interest in supporting a 
church which is known to have the 
"right" doctrine but is devoid of love 
or d edication. Jesus has tough 
language for those who are lukewarm 
in their faith. "l will spit them out of 
my mouth, " He said. 

ln sh·iving to become more socially 
acceptable, the evangelical commun
ity is in danger of losing its fire. 

We must remember that religious 
conviction \.\rill be eroded not when it 
is under attack but rather when it is 
accepted . 

Two centw;es ago, Montesquieu 
commented on how religious in
fluence could best be diminished: "To 
attack a religion is by favor, by the 
conunodities of life, by the hope of 
wealth; not by what drives away, but 
by what makes one forget; not by 
what b1ings indigr1ation, but by what 
makes men lukewarm. " 

TI1ere are many ways to test true 
Clu·istianity, and we can be sure we 
are being tested. Dming Clu·ist's 
lifetime, some were drawn to His 
followers because they detected that 
they had been with Christ. May we, 
too, reflect Christ by om closeness to 
Him.O 

Repri11ted from " Sundin/," 1st q11nrter 
1989, by per111issio11 of Tlie Evn11Relirnl 
Fellowsliip of Cn11ndn, Willowdale~ O . 
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compelled to serve 

A Business Administrator 
Makes Impact on People's Lives 
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by James Szymanski 

W hen a person thinks of a mis
sionary, one often thinks of a 

church plan ter, teacher, nurse, or 
doctor. A bus iness administrator, as 
a missionary, d oes not usually enter 
into our mind . A person may also 
think that a business ad ministra tor 
has a boring position: to provide 
need ed ad ministra tive work for 
those on the missio n field. O ne may 
also think that th is type of mis
s ionary d oes no t have as great a 
spiritual im pact o n ma ny people as 
other missionaries do . 

However, this impression is not 
true of Missionary Elmer Strauss , 
who served as th e business ad
minis trato r fo r our miss ion in 
Nigeria, West Africa . Elmer did what 
most bus iness admini strators d o on 

No11-111issic111nry frimds ill Knllo 111illistcr 
//1 ro11gh frielldship nlld Bihlc studies ill their 
ho11u• to the expntrinte co11111111lli/1f. It wns 
E/111er Strn11ss' pri1'.ilexe to /Jnptize.six of the 
co11Perls to Clmsl 111 the swi111111i1 1~ pool of 
011e of the llCll• C/1ristin11s. ' 

-· 

E/111er, Zcbu/011, s11 perillte11dell l of Pri111nn; 
Hen/th Cnre i11 Mn111billn, nnrl Dnlyop, n 
Chris/in n 111echnnic ill jos, rendied th is llew 
vehicle, filled with 111edicine for our 111ission 
work ill Mn 111billn. Dnlyop nnrl Zebulon, fille 
Christinlls who nssist 011 r work i11 111a11 y wnys, 
drove th is vehicle to the Ma111billa Platen11 . 

the miss io n fie ld. H e helped 
transport arriving or departing mis
sionaries; he helped missionaries get 
the proper documents to stay in 
Nigeria; he helped get needed sup
plies for missionaries living in remote 
areas, such as the Mambilla Plateau; 
and of course, he distributed the 
need ed funds to keep the mission 
running smoothly. 

There was also a spiri tual aspect to 
Elmer Strauss' ministry. He was ac
tive in chapel services at the Hillcrest 
School in Jos. Our N.A .B. Con
ference miss ionary children from 
Cameroo n a ttend schoo l there . 
Elmer also spoke at chapel services 
at Kent Acad emy, a Sudan Interior 
Mission school about 20 miles from 
Jos . Elmer became such a regular at 
speaking at these schools that he was 
soo n affectionately called Uncle 
Elmer 

When Uncle Elmer did a chapel for 
the elementary and high school 
students, he rarely preached bu t told 

a Bible story in the first person and 
acted it out as if he were the Bible 
characters. Many Sunday school 
teachers or pastors would say that 
keeping the attention of students is 
much more difficult than adults. Un
cle Elmer conquered that problem by 
telling a Bible story in a way that 
made it come alive to the students. 
He held their atten tion while apply
ing Scriptures to their needs. 

Elmer also drove to Ka no regular
ly - a four to five hour drive from 
Jos. He transported arriving or 
departing missionaries and their 
cargo between Jos and the interna
tional airport in Kano. Since he made 
this trip often, he developed friend
ships with other missionaries and ex
patriates (non-Nigerians) in Kano, a 
city with a strong Islamic influence. 

In Ka no were no churches, which 
had an outreach to expatriates. Elmer 

·~ ..... . ... _ 
• 4 

lfoth , Elmer's wife, de111011strates hoH• to 11se 
n 111orlar alld pestle, lo grilld pepper a11d eg11si 
(p11111pki11 seeds) for llalivc dishes. Lllrger 011e~ 

arc used lo po1111d 11n111s, which arc en/ell with 
n pn/ 111 oil based slew. 

heard how some expatriates were 
becoming Christians and wanted to 
be baptized, but they did not have an 
English-speaking pastor to provide 
them baptism by immersion. So 
upon their request, Elmer ministered 
to their need and baptized these new 
believers as the Scripture commands. 

In Kano, Elmer Strauss baptized a 
woman from the Soviet Union . After 
becoming a Christian , she began to 
read the New Testament and was 
convicted of her need to be im
mersed . No one pressured her into 
the d ecision . 

Months later, the Strausses heard 
from this Russian woman . She told 
them about how God helped her 
witness to a robber who had tried to 
kill a missionary in Kano . This man 
was in prison awaiting execution for 
his crime. She went to him, gave him 
a Bible, and spoke briefly to him. 
From her, he heard and received the 
message of Christ's salvation. He 
told her he had peace in his heart 
and was not afraid to die, because he 
now knew God. He was certain that 
God loved him and forgave him his 
sin by his personal faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

Not all business administrators 
have the same opportunities that 
Elmer had to impact people 's lives 
both p hysically and spirituall y. 
However, it is important that people 
realize that a business administrator 
is indeed a missionary in a world that 
is desperately yearning to hear the 
good news of Jesus Christ. 

(Pray for Ken ]erzyk wh o serves as the 
present business ad111inistrator since the 
Strausses have retired from the mission 
field bu t not fro 111 the Lord 's work.)0 

Jn111es Szymanski is n 111issio11nn; seru
ing with the Ma111billn Baptist Missio11 
in Ge111l111 , Nigeria, West Africn. 
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challenged to grow 

Who Are Your F iends? 
by Lyle E. Schaller 

I I J have three very close per-
sonal friends, and all three 

ar~ people I've met since I joined 
th~s church," explained Edna 
Miller, a 67-year-old widow. " I 
moved here several months after 
Jim passed away so I could be 
near our children. Outs ide of our 
kids, . I really didn ' t know anyone 
m this town. That was six years 
ago. Two years after I moved 
here, my son and his wife were 
trans'.erred by his company to a 
new JOb 800 miles away, and last 
year my daughter and her hus
band moved to Wyoming. That 
le~v~s me here without any family 
w1thm several hundred miles, but 
I wouldn't think of moving. All 
my friends are here." 

* * * 
" I finally figured out one of the 

reasons my husband and I don ' t 
have the same feelings toward this 
church," refl ected Sally Griffin 
the 37-year-old mother of three'. " I 
quit work a few months before 
Laurie was born ten years ago . 
Two years later, we moved here . 
The firs t friends I made when we 
moved here were two women J 
met through the Mothers' Morn
ing Out program at this chu rch. 
Today all of my close friends, 
wi th only one exception, are 
people I've met here at church . 
Every time I come to th is 
building, it' s a reun ion with some 
of my closest friends, and th is is 
where I meet and make new 
friends . My husband's best 
fnends are people he works with 
downtown. So, on Sunday morn
ing, he's ready to leave 30 
5econds after the benediction, and 
he has to stand around and wait 
20 or 30 minutes before I 'm ready 
to leave ." 
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T hese two comments help to ex
plain why a) on a typical Sun

day morning the worship atten
dance in mos t lo ng establis hed 
Protestant congregations is 55 to 
75 percent female; b) mature 
widows attend church more fre
quently than do nineteen-year-old 
men; c) at most funera l or 
memorial serv ices, women out
number men; d) athletic teams are 
useful for those churches seeking 
to att ract young males; e) it's im
portant to schedule a fellowship 
pen od after worship as well as 
be~ween Sunday school and wor
ship; f) the kitchen can be an ex
tremely valuable room; g) it is 
useful to model the church 
newsletter after the rural weekly 
newspaper that stays in business 
by publishing a huge number of 
names every week rather than 
mode~ it after a Sunday worship 
bulletin; h) the wors hip-to
n:embe:ship ratio usually is far 
higher m the high-expectation 
c_hurches than it is in congre a
t1ons _th~t resemble voluntar; 
assoc1a~1~ns; i) churches often 
hav~ d ifficulty reaching and in
clud 111g _OINKS (couples with a 
do uble income and no kids)· ') 
s maller adult Sunday school J 
classes often have a better 
attendance-to-membe h ' . h rs ip ratio 
t an large classes· and k) h h ' some 
~ urc es experience a shar d 
111 attendance when th P rop 

d 
e pastor 1s 

away an the pulpit is filled b 
stranger or I Y a . ' w 1en a rema rkabl 
incompetent minister foll y 
~xceptiona lly effective pa~~~ an 
' ~ other congregations . . , _b.ut 
c1den ts usua lly prod ' similar 111-

d 
. uce on ly a 

mo est decline in atte d n ance. 

Coming and Staying 
. To unders tand this point it is 
important to und erstand t l~e d if
fe r~nce betwee_n why mos t people 
come to .a pa rticular congregation 
for the firs t time or two and why 
people remain yea r afte r year. 

While it is true some people are 
1'.1embers of a particular congrega
tion because they were born in to 
1t or because they married ::i 

member, the majority of people 
seek .out _a church in the hopes 
that it will meet their religious 
needs. The church is a p lace to 
con:ie to wo:ship God, to s ing His 
praises, to fmd meaning in life to 
be rem inded that the central fa

1

ct 
of life is that Jesus Christ is Lord 
and Savior, to experience spiri tual 
renewal, and to learn more about 
the faith . 

J f th ey stay, and an increasing 
number move from church to 

cI:ur~h as part of their re lig ious 
pilgnmage, fr iendship ties often 
are one of the mos t influential 
reasons people remain in the same 
cong regation. O ne example is the 
farm couple who moved in to 
town to retire, but are still act ive 
leaders in th at church o u t in the 
~pen country w here they have 

e1n members for over 50 years . 
second example is the person 

who states, " I don ' t get a thing 
ou t of th e new minister 's ser
!I'~ns_, but I'm here every Sunday. 

his is where all of my friends 
are, and I'm not about to leave." 
Ma ny people seek ou t and join a 
chu:ch for religious reasons, but 
as time passes, social ties may be 
the mos t ~owerful force in keep
ing the m m that cong regatio n. 

A common example is the 
elderly co uple who have been 
members of this co ng regation for 
several decades and continu e as 
active mem~ers and regular at
tenders d unng a severe internal 
congre?ational d is ru ption . Th at 
co~1p l e s daughter and son-in-law, 
neither of whom has many close 
~: 1 end s from among the members, 
md it easy to go to some o th er 

chur ch in their search t o have 
their religious needs met. 

A parallel patte rn ca n be 
detected by looking at the fre
q uency of vvorsh ip a ttend ance 

amo ng two groups of members. 
One group is com posed of those 
members who report that all or 
nearly all of their closest personal 
fr iends a re members of tha t con
g regatio n . The second group is 
composed o f church members 
who report that few or none of 
their close friends are me mbers of 
that congregation. One su rvey 
revealed that 62 percent of those 
w ho say, "Most of my friends are 
members of this congregation," 
attend worship nearly every Sun
day as do 30 percent of those who 
respond, "Most of my friends are 
not members of this congrega
tion. " 

A s imilar pattern can be seen in 
those small-town and rural con
g regations w here fri ends hip ties 
and kinship loyalties are powerful 
cohesive forces. Their attendance
to-membersh ip ratio usually is 
much higher than in the very 
large urban churches, w here few 
people can call correctly by name 
as many as one-third of the cur
rent membersh ip. 

The power of fr iends hip ties 
a lso helps to explain the gradu_al 
disappearance of the geograph1Cal 
parish . Once upon a time, most 
people met and made friends with 
people living in that neighbor
hood. In recent decades, the 
primary point of socialization has 
moved from the neighborhood to 
the place of work, the place o~ 
recreation, the place of ed ucation, 
the place of worship, and the 
p lace of retail trade. Today _fewer 
people draw their closest fne nds 
fro m the immediate neighborhood. 

So What? 
The most obvio us im plication 

can be sta ted as a q uestion. What 
a re you doing to increase the 
number and variety of oppor
tunities for your people, and 
especially your most recent new 
me mbers, to meet and make new 
friend s from among the 
membersh ip? 

O ne model is to ask every 
member to join a fellowshi p group 
who meets for d inner in some
o ne's home o nce a month . The 
members of each gro up take tu rns 
hosting that g roup . In sunw 

churches, these are permanent 
self-selecting groups. In others, 
the membership of each group is 
changed every two years. 

One organizing model for a 
youth group is to create a mutual 
support and fellowship group 
from among teenagers who are 
not part of a cohesive friendship 
circle in school. 

The power of friendship ties is 
o ne of the most frequently offered 
arguments against the annual 
rotation of members of the study 
groups or circles in the women's 
organization. 

In many congregations, the 
adult Sunday school is intention
ally organized in a manner de
s ig ned to encourage the creatio n 
of close friendship ties. 

A growing number of churches 
are recognizing the value of the 
weekend camping trip, the mis
s io n study-work camp experience, 
the decision to use volunteer 
workers for much of the construc
tion of the new building, the 
three-day bus trip for senior 
citizens, the 36-week orien tatio n 
class for new members, offering 
brea~fast before the firs t worship 
serv1Ce on Sunday mo rning, the 
half-hour food-and-fellowship 
following choir rehearsal, the 
Wednesday evening all-church 
dinner, the softball or volleyball 
team, the annual a ll-church p icn ic, 
the annual overnight visit to a 
theological sem inary, the meet
the-new-ministe r dinner in some
one's home \vith a dozen g uests, 
the fall weekend retreat of the 
govern ing board , marriage en
coun ter weekends, adult Bible 
study groups on Thursd ay after
noon or Tuesd ay evening, the 
staffing of the food pantry or the 
clothes closet to help the needy, 
committee meeti ngs, the Ad ven t 
workshop, teacher tra in ing oppor
tu nities, the monthly parties for 
people (and s pouses and friends) 
vvho had a birthday in that 
month, and other s hc1J'ed e'\
periences as opportunities to help 
members meet and make new 
~riends and to deepen c:-.is ting 
lriends hip tics. 

For a majo ritv tl f Pwtcstant cun
grcgatinns , th e· i ~s u t:' c,rn bL' ~ t ,1 ll'd 

more p recisely. "We already offer 
many opportunities for women, 
and especially for older women, to 
meet and make fr iends from 
among our members . What can 
we do to expand the opportunities 
for younger women and for me n 
to d evelop closer fri endship ties 
w ith o ther members?" 

In refl ecting on that question, it 
may help to remember th at 
research on friendship ties in
dicates a) women usually report a 
larger number of fr iends than do 
n'.en; b) women tend to p lace a 
higher value on fr iends hips tha n 
do men; c) men tend to maintain 
friends hip ties on a more s uper
ficial level than do women w ho 
often report deeper and more in
timate friendships; d) men report 
their friendships tend to be 
centered around structured ac
tivities, while friends hips among 
women are more likely to grow 
out of relationships rather than 
s tructured time together; and e) a 
married man's best fr iend usually 
is his w ife, while married women 
us ually report the ir closest per
sonal fr iend is another woman -
or sometimes a cat or a dog -
(which probably is better than if 
most married men reported their 
closest personal fr iend was 
another woman) . 

For those seeking an historical 
model, the New Testament 
churches clearly were unified com
munities because of their common 
acceptance of Jesus Ch rist as Lord 
and Savior. Reinforcing those ties 
of Christian commitment were 
friends hip ties and vv hat can be 
described as surrogate kinship 
ties. Both Jesus and Paul repeat
edly referred to the faith as the 
fo undation fo r a new fa m ily. Cen
turies later, Christians cont-inued 
to refer to one another as 
" Brother" o r "Sister" despi te tlw 
absence of any relations hi p b\' 
blood or marriage. · 
Wl_1~1t c,1n you d(1 to strengtlwn 

the tncndsh1p tics ,1mong \'our 
membe~' ' · 

Cop_11r('\lil ,, 1988 IJJt Llf/c I:. 
Sd111//('!', 530 Norf/1 .Hnii1111rd Strt'l'I 
N11p,•rpil/c, IL h0:1.fU. 
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challenged to grow 

Church Growth Potential Is Good 

by Ray Harsch 

T he potential for church 
growth is good as we ap

proach the 90s, accordin~ to a 
major survey conducted m 1988 
by the Princeton Religion 
Research Center for the Gallup 
Orga nization in 1988. 

The Gallup Organization gives 
us s ix reasons for believing that 
th is is so. 

• The unchurched today are, 
by many measures, more 
religious than they were a 
decade ago, w hen Gallup 
did a similar study. 

• The unchurched have a 
"significant degree" of tradi
tional religious belief, with 
only 18 percent claiming no 
religious affiliation and 63 
percent believing the Bible 
to be either the literal or in
spired Word of God. 

• Fifty-five percent of the un
ch urched said they would 
"definitely;' "probably," or 
"possi bly" return to ch urch. 
This is up from 52 percent 
in 1978. 

• Sixty-eight percent of the 
unchurched , along with 85 
percent of the churched, 
said they would invi te others 
to join thei r denomination . 

• The percentage of children 
receiving re ligious training 
shows a slight upward 
tre nd. This fact should con
tribute to ch urch growth 
si nce religious training in 
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youth is related to a per
son's being churched as an 
adul t. 

• Many reasons for being un
ch urched are practical and 
appa rently could be ad 
dressed relatively easily. 
Half of those who left 
chu rch after moving, for ex
ample, said they never got 
arou nd to looking for a new 
church. An intensified in
vitation program shoul d 
"yield positive results," 

It is important to note that 
Gallup also discovered that 
those returning to church after 
being absent from church for 
two years or more are today 
more likely to be motivated to 
return by an inner personal 
need rather than external factors 
such as marriage or having 
children. 

What does the data above say 
to the church today? How will 
this affect our ministry plans as 
we approach the 90s? How 
s hould th e church respond? 
What ministry plans and what 
courses of action can the church 
take? 

The organization makes the 
follow ing suggestions: 

• In tensify a program of in
vitation and evangelization. 

• Promote prayer and Bible 
stud y groups which would 
meet in places other than 
chu rch. 

• Be more respons ive to an 
openness and g rowing 
public belief in Jesus Christ. 
Gallup suggests th at we 
listen more carefully to 
people's accounts of spiritual 
journeys and religious ex
periences a nd help them 
build on th ose experiences. 

• Help people find a personal 
relat ionship w ith Jesus 
Christ. 

• Encourage Chris tian educa
tion programs even more 
s trongly than at presen t, in
cluding forging a firm er 
partnership between 
churches and pare nts to 
foste r C hristian training at 
home. 

In light of these findings, 
what could yo ur church do to 
reach these people? Share your 
ideas w ith your church lead ers 
and/or s hare them with the 
readers of the Baptist Hemld in 
"Readers Respond."D 

T/1e Rev. Ray Harsch is Associate 
Director for Church Growth 
Strategy, Chu rch Growth 
Ministries Depart 111e11t. 

by John S. Kiemele 

• • 

• • 

.for 
instruction 

. for 
celebration 

... for all ages 
A fter Christ's appointed, yet tra

gic, death and His dramatic re
surrection and ascension, His fo l
lowers regathered in an upper room 
(Acts 1). During th at time, God pre
pared them for the next phase of His 
kingdom work. As I thought about 
that scene, l was reminded of an ele
ment vital to minishy: " Being There. " 

Each of Jesus' followers was there 
for the others. Through such a net
work of relationships, God healed and 
prepared for the approaching oppor
tunities of minishy. 

l11is year, I recall several instances 
w hen ministry happened or was ad
vanced by a person(s) " being there." 
For example, several team members 
contracted the flu bug in the span of 
a couple weeks and were in bed for 
days. Whenever needed, gracious 
hosts offered the comforts of their 
homes to aid the healing process . 

• • • 

They were there for our team. They 
min.is tered. 

An elderly man in a local drnrd1 has 
assumed the role of "official church 
greeter." Whenever someone walks 
through the door, he is there. He 
understands the value of a friendly 
handshake and warm smile. He 
ministers. 

I picked up a postcard that p ictures 
Winnie the Pooh and Piglet . 11.e cap
tion read, ''Piglet sidled up to Pooh 
from behind. 'Pooh! ' he whispered. 
'Yes, Piglet?' 'Nothing,' said Piglet, 

taking Pooh's paw. 'I just wanted to 
be sure of you.' " (A.A. Milne.) 

"Being there" is so important. In
deed God understands this necessity 
and in His provisions has sent His 
Spirit Qohn 14:16, 17) . 

Who ministers to you by being 
there? Better yet, to w hom do you 
minister by being there?O 
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commanded to care 

Quail Lakes Baptist 
Church Active in 
Homeless Ministry 

by Pat Fulks 

A number of years ago, the Chris
tians who were running the Gospel 
Center Rescue Mission became con
cerned with the plight of homeless 
women, children, and families in 
Stockton, California, by prayer and 
fa ith , they acquired a restaurant and 
turned it into a shelter for the 
homeless. Quail Lakes Baptist 
Church became involved in fur
nishing the rooms, which sleep a 
family of five. This "New Hope 
Family Shelter" takes a holistic ap
proach to ministry. They try to 
minister to many of the physical 
and social needs of people while 
ministering to their spiritual needs. 
Children are taken care of while 
mothers attend Bible classes or go 
out on job interviews arranged by 
the shelter. Every attempt is made to 
turn these families into self
supporting, happy families by in
troducing them to Jesus Christ and 
helping to stabilize them 
economically. 

Last year, one of our Spice Bible 
Study groups took the Center as 
their mission project. These ladies, 
headed by Karen Mori, saw a vision 
for a playground where the children 
could play. Karen found a friend 
who donated steel for a swing set 
and a jungle gym . In June, Bill 
Elson and Harold Morris spent 
several days welding the pipes 
together to make a wonderful 
playground . 

Mark Yound, manager at Longs in 
Quail Lakes, works together with 
Joy Clatterbuck on a regular basis to 
provide personal hygiene items in 
travel sizes for the fa milies who 
come through the Center. The adult 
Sunday School classes have pro
vided the funds to make this 
possible. 
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mission news 

Cameroon 

God Answers Prayer 
While at the December . 

Cameroon Missionary Fellowsh1p 
Conference in Bamenda, ma~y of 
us kept an ear open to h~ar if ' 
missionary Jakob and Lon Koch s 
new baby had yet arrived a_t 
Banso Baptist Hospital. Lon had a 
difficult pregnancy· 

Then one evening, the. news 
came to us. Lori h ad dehv_ered a 
healthy baby boy, but Lon ha_d 
continued bleeding. She was Jn 
danger and would need blo~ . 
Her blood-type was 0-negative I 
and was very rare in Cameroon. t 
appeared that no missionary at. 
the Conference had an O-negat1ve 
blood-type. Then we learned that 
an R.B.M.U. missionary, Do~g 
Warkentin, who had just arnved 
in Bamenda after a tiring, dusty 
journey from the "bush", had 0 -
negative blood. Doug wa_s rushed 
on another tiring, dusty Journey 
to Banso to give blood. 

In the meantime, many of us a t 
the Conference in Bamenda 
separated into s mall groups or by 
ourselves to pray . We asked f_or 
God's will to be done yet peti
tioned for Lori's life and health. 
An answer came later that even-

ing when "":'e received w~~d that 
Lori 's cond1t1on had stabilized, 
and she was ou t of dange r. W hat 
a wonderfu l way for God to reaf
firm His existence, control, power, 
and love. - Wnlter Grob, 111is
sio11ary serving in the Centml 
Treasury, K11111bn, Cn111eroo11 

Missionary Annemarie Hat
tenhauer uses her new bicycle to 
visit local churches in the Ndu 
Area of Cameroon, West Africa . 

Pastor George and Edith Bambo serve the Lord at Kife Bapti~ t Church 
near Ndu in Cameroon. Ed ith (holding M issionary Anneman e 
Hattenhauer's new bicycle) teaches the Word of God each week to this 
group of children in the Children 's New Life Club. George asks your 
prayers as he gives and prepares his sermons weekly, and Edith asks 
your prayers for joy and courage in teaching these children. 

(co11ti1111ed 011 pn;>?e 18) 

apheth's Testi1nony 
by Japheth Tavn jong photos by Nancy Palmer 

I became a Christian in 1963, while attending 
the Cameroon Baptist Convention Church at 
Kai. The pastor, Samuel Lawyer, had recently 
g rad ua ted from the CBC Bible School at Ndu. 

I began working at Banso Baptist H ospital in 1977. Since 
1981, I have been in charge of the drug and White Cross 
storerooms, except during 1984-86 when I took addi tional 
nurses training. 

Although l live near the big church at Banso, 1 p~·ef~r go
ing to my home church at Kai each weekend. This is one 
way I can help encourage the small group there . 

One day, while 1 was in the storeroom, a 
man came to me and asked me to sell him 
medicine in secret. He said, " This way , both 
of us can profit. " I took that opportunity to 
talk to h im about my relationship to Jesus 
Christ. l explained how Jesus had changed 
my life . He left without the medicine , and he 
thanked me . 



(continued fro m page 15) 

o.....:l"liiOolll:'-"'t 

Whenever the pastor or Sunday school teacher is absent, I take that 
person's place. 

Later, missionary doctor, Helen Marie Schmidt, 
told me that God had certainly been involved in 
my healing. 

My daughter, Betty, has been hospitalized 
several times since she was two weeks old. 
My own illness taught me the importance of 
prayer, so I always ask others to p ray with 
me when Betty is sick. 
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Now we meet together 
each Thursday evening 

for Bible study and 
prayer. 

I am an advisor for 
the men's fellowship 
at th e church. We 
meet weekly after the 
Sunday morning 
service. 

I found the discipleship 
class so interesting and 

helpful that last month I 
began teaching the lessons 
each Monday night to my 

own family. 

In October 1983, I became very ill from an amoebic liver abscess . I 
was hospitalized for over two months. Some non-Christians in my 
family tried to persuade me to leave the hospital for other treatment, 
but I refused. I based my hope on the prayers of my Christian 
visitors in the hospital, as well as on the therapeutic measures I 
received from the doctors and nurses. 

Last September, I came to Dr. Dennis 
Palmer's house. I asked him if it would be 
possible for us to have a Bible study class . 
He said that he was very surprised that 1 
asked this, because he was looking for 
three people to begin a discipleship class . 
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• • m1ss1on news 

Gospel Team 
Member Prays for 
Woman's Healing 
BAMENDA. One Saturday after
noon, Missionary Oryn Meinerts 
drove the Gospel Team to a small 
church abou t six miles away for 
w itnessing in compounds and to 
give an evening program, follow
ed b_Y a sp ecial Sunday morning 
service . 

One young man went with a 
loca l youth to the ho me of a s ick 
woman. For three months, she 
had not been able to get about. 
They ta lked to h er, prayed for 
healing, and wen t o n. 

Within herself, the woman felt a 
change. That evening, she got up 
and went to the s trea m to wash . 
The next morning, she was in 
church, quite sp ry, to the amaze
m ent of the Gospel Team 
members and others . She has con
tinued to be well and fa ithful in 
church . 

On January 22, th at church had 
a baptismal serv ice fo r about 20 
candidates. The man whose 
prayer was answered has s tarted 
reading the Scriptures more seri
ously and trusts God in a new way. 
W~ thank God for lifting this ex

cursion ou t of the routine into the 
miraculous," says Meinerts. "May 
we never be complacent about the 
power of Cod's Word and use it 
commonly." 

Binder Helped by 
Former Student 
LIMBE. Recently, Missionary 
Wilma Binder had a fi lling re
placed by none other than 
Florence Weyih, her former s tu 
den~ at Saker Baptist College. S he 
received her d ental training in 
Prince Albert, Saskatchewa n . 
"There are very few d entists 
around," says Wilma, "and she is 
doing a good job here at our 
~kwen Baptist Dispensary. Praise 
God for her and her Christian 
te5timony We hope s he can come 
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to Saker College during the school 
year to check o ur 550 _s tudents' 
teeth and do the repa irs. Pray that 
a short-term d entist ca n come out 
to relieve her so that she ca n vis it 
our seconda ry schools." 

"We also need a nurse. As o ur 
s tudent body increases, it b: comes 
more difficult to tend to th eir 
many need s and do ,~ good j~b of 
teaching my classes, says Wilma . 
"We praise God for you at home 
who continue to pray for the work 
in Cameroon. " 

NIGERIA 

New Maternity 
Center Dedicated 
Nigeria 

. 
In 

Maternity C Killa, a medical 
clinic, opened October 3 o n the 
Mambilla Plateau in Nigeria. "We 
use bamboo bed s for now," says 
Missionary Barbara Kiepe r. "The 
vi llagers finished th e kitchens . 

"Everything is full : In isolation 
a premie; a s ick mother lies in th~ 
private room; in the s tore room is 
a young boy w ho fe ll fro m a tree 
and tore the skin off his scrotum 
(where does one send him for 
skin grafting?); the labour room is 

Barbara Kieper 

empty; all the beds in the wa rd 
a re fu ll. 

"One of the Ch ris tian women 

from the Bap tis t ch urch in the 
area delivered a baby yeste rday. 
S he had been an in-patie nt w ith 
meningitis three weeks before . W e 
are than kful sh e delivered a 
healthy little girl," says Barbara. 

JAPAN 

Miller Draws 
Contrast of People 
Needing Christ in 
Japan 

Recently, a specia l m eeting was 
he ld w ith a young Christian social 
worke r from the s lum a rea of 
Osaka as s peaker. As a nurse, sh e 
has been working am o ng the d ay 
la_borers and h omeless people for 
nine yea rs . A t firs t, s he was no t 
accepted by them beca use o f her 
youth and her difference in 
background. 

As sh e listened to their prob
lems, they began to believe s he 
really cared abou t them . Wh en 
she _tried to he lp those w ith TB 
get into the hos pita l, they said 
they prefe rred to die a nd e nd 
the ir miserable lives. 

At firs t, no o ne seem ed in
terested in h er Ch rist ian witness, 
but o ne d ay, a man sa id to her, 
afte r seeing tha t she rea lly cared 
ab~ ut the people there, " I' m not 
so in terested in you. But I wou ld 
like to know about the God w ho 
ca used you to co me he re and w ho 
kept yo u he re for so long. " 

_S he was then able to give him a 
Bible and lead him to be lieve in 
Chris t. " I thought how wonderful 
if people around m e cou ld see 
Chris t in me a nd wan t to know 
Him, too," says Missio na ry 
Flo rence Mille r. "Not a ll Japa nese 
a re prospe rous as is sometimes 
th oug ht. Please pray for the needy 
here." 

In contras t to this report of the 
po~r, '. lo ~ence recen tly received 
an inv1tat1on to s u pper w ith a 
member of th e Upper House of 

Florence Miller 

the Diet (Parliament) and his fa m
ily. His wife ca me to Flo rence's 
Englis h Bible class in Ise 35 years 
ago. After college, she married 
Mr. Kawakami, whose fa ther 
started the Japan Socialis t Party. 
The Kawakamis were celebrating 
their 30th wedd ing ann iversary 
with their two d aughters at a 
Chinese res tau rant. 

"At the end of the meal, I no
ticed that it cost $80 per person," 
says Florence. " I learned that Mr. 
Kawakami's g rea t-grand fa ther was 
a sa murai w ho persecu ted the hid
d en Chris tians w hen Chris tianity 
was banned in Japa n, b ut his 
g randfather became a bishop in 
th e Methodist Church. His father 
a nd he also became Chris tians. 

Before the meal, Mr. Kawakami 
offered a prayer of thanks. At the 
end of the meal, the paren ts gave 
the ir daughte rs copies of the 
newest transla tio n of the Japanese 
Bible and their gra nddaug h ter a 
chi ldren 's hy mnal. 

" l was pleased to see th ~ t tl: e 
family is practicing their fa_i,th '.n 
dai ly life, /1 says Flore~ce. M 1 · 

Kawakami sa id the re is a s ma ll 
grou p of Ch ristians in the Diet 
w ho m eet for morning prayer 
before the sessions. Please pray 

for them. /1 Florence has been 
serving for 37 years in Japan as a 
missionary. 

NIGERIA 

Jerzy k Reflects on 
His Introduction to 
Life in Nigeria 

So many people to know, so 
many places to go and things to 
d o. At firs t, I was overw helmed at 
the procedures I had to go 
through to get things done. Yet 
Missionary Elmer Strauss, now 
home on furloug h, was a good 
teacher: Teaching me all the ropes 
about immig ratio n, accounting, 
and other business matters. 

All the running around required 
for a s imple d rivers license o ne 
will never use is, well, both 
frus trating and humorous . The 
firs t t ime, Elmer showed me the 
procedure for obta ining a lice nse . 
The second time he made me go 
alo ne. 

Of course, everyone and every 
room looked the sa me. Then a 
man with a s mile asked me if 1 
wa nted to join " them. " For w hat? 
Curious, I wen t into the room. 
There were about 12 Nigeria n men 
and women having a short d evo
tional t ime before they began 
work for the day. 1 was g reeted 
by all a nd made to feel right at 
home. They told me w here I 
needed to go and invited me 
back. 

I wo ndered about the connec
tio n be tween the prayer grou p so 
serious about the ir fa ith and the 
role of the American missionary. 
What is my role he re? Everytime, 
I meet a pas tor, w ho has come to 
jos fo r more tra ining, I rejoice 
d eep insid e . They've made the 
trip all the way from the Mambilla 
Plateau . Some have given the ir 
lives to lead Nigerians to become 
d isciplers. These Nigerians, in 
turn, are d evoting the ir lives fo r 
the Gospel 's sake. 

..... 

Ken Jerzyk 

I ask that you rejoice with m e 
for such people, and that you a lso 
pray for the difficul ties s tilJ there. 
The Muslim influence is strong, 
and the temptatio n of corruption 
is prevale nt in the society, not to 
mention the daily struggles we 
have because of our fleshly 
nature. God has committed to us 
the message of reconciliation. We 
are, therefore, Chris t 's am
bassadors (II Car. 5:19, 20). 
- Ken ]erzyk is a new missionary 
serving in administration for our 
mission in Nigeria. 

PHILIPPINES 

Christians Care 
for Woman 

" We have been ministering to a 
mother of three children whose 
husband is in prison awaiting 
trial," reports Leland Bertsch . 

"Recently, the s tepparents of 
he r husband w ith w hom s he had 
been living asked her to move 
out. Food for this mother and her 
fa mily is often scarce. 

" I discovered that several 
members of our ch urch had de
cided on their own to fast o ne 
meal a week in order to s hare 
food \Nith this fam ily. How ex
citing to see the ir init iative! 

"Since then , this lady h as 
brought several ne ig hbors to 
ch u rch , and her father has in
dicated ,,vill ingness to start a Bible 
study in his home." Bertsch 
serves as a missionary in the 
Philippines. · 
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President's Focus 

by Man etta H ohn , 

W.M.F. p resident, 
Kelowna, BC 

V ision 20~0, based on six Biblical 
Imperatives, is a vision that 

grew out of the hearts of concerned 
North American Baptist Conference 
people who tho ught togeth er, 
prayed together, and sough t God's 
specific direction for our North 
American Baptis t Conference. How 
do we, as women, relate to it? What 
are we, as the Women's Missionary 
Fellowship, going to do abou t it? 

First, as individuals we need to 
become familiar with these s ix 
Biblical Imperatives. We need to 
study them and seek God's direction 
as we take personal inventory as to 
how each one applies to ou r lives . 
Helpful material on the Imperatives 
is available through your church. 

Secondly, as women' s groups, we 
can work these Imperatives into our 
meetings, programs, and ministries. 
Grou p s tudies on each one and how 
each applies to us, our families, 
friends, and church will be helpful. 

Then we need to put the Impera
tives into action. Do someth ing 
specific. Develop minis tries and pro
jects that will help you accomplish 
the Imperatives as individuals and as 
groups . You wi ll soon realize that 
you are already doing many of them 
in various ways. You ca n bui ld on 
these ways, strengthen them, and be 
open to the Lord' s leading into new 
and broader minis tries for Him. 

As we p lan with the Biblical Im
peratives in mind - to the year 2000, 
I believe it w ill help us as a Con-
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ference W.M.F., as local chu rch 
groups, and as individuals to realize 
a n umber of benefits. It w ill 

• streng then our walk with the 
Lord, 

• help us to cope better with a 
changing world, 

• clarify our call ing as Ch ris tians 
and help us make better use of ou r 
ta lents and spiritua l gifts, 

• unify the direction and growth of 
our W.M .F., 

• enhance the ministries of o ur 
local church groups, 

• help us becom e a s tro nger 
witness in helping to evangelize the 
world as we care for others and reach 
o u t into ou r commu nities, 

• develop more loyal suppor t a nd 
commitment to the Mission and 
Ministries of ou r Conference . 

During the next years, as we focus 
on the Biblical Imperatives, we p lan 
to share how women in our Con
ference are making them work in 
specific ways in their lives a nd 
women 's grou ps. If you have a 
specific area of involvement, please 
wnte to me so we can share it and 
encourage others. 0 

New Churches for 
More Worship 

by David Serns, 

director, 
Chu rch Growth 
M inistries 
Department 

W hat does God want us to do 
more than anyth ing else? What 

is the one thing tha t He requires 
above everyth ing? Stop . . . think 

about that before you continue 
reading. 

Robert G. Rayburn, professor and 
chairman emeritus of th e Depart
ment of Practical Theology at Cove
nant Theological Seminary, in h is 
book, 0 Come, Let us Worship, 
states, "The worship of God is the 
most importan t ac tiv ity of th e 
believer . Nowhere in a ll the Scrip
tures do we read of God 'seeking' 
any thing else from the child of 
God ... It is not servants He seeks, 
but true worshipers .. . it is not 
w ithou t rea l significance that the 
only time in the Scriptures when the 
word 'seek ' is used of God's activity 
is in connection with seek ing true 
worshipers (John 4:24)." 

Through Vision 2000, the North 
American Baptist Confe rence is be
ing "Called to Worsh ip. " And 
through the Church Growth Minis
tries Departmen t, we have launched 
the " New Churches .. . New Life " 
program. This endeavor is our Con
ference evangelistic thrust of w in
ning people to Christ and providing, 
through new congregations, oppor
tunities to worship together in new 
churches . 

Experts in the church growth field 
agree that p lanting new churches, 
though it is not the only m ethod , is 
the most effective means of reach ing 
the unchurched and non-Christian 
comm unity for Ch rist. 

H istorically, the North American 
Baptist Conference h as had an 
evangelistic mindset. I think we can 
take pride in the overseas ministry 
that has reached many people with 
the Gospel. And it is encouraging to 
see the Conference moving ahead 
and new churches being started to 
reach new people, both overseas and 

in North America. Today 38 percent 
of our North American Baptist Con
ference members are the result of our 
evangelistic effor ts through new 
chu rch starts in North America. 

New congregations meeting 
together also provide opportunities 
for North American Baptist Con
ference women to minister to the 
needs of new communities. The last 
survey 1 read said that over fifty per
cent of all women are gainfully 
employed and another five percent 
are actively seeking work. Not quite 
29 percent classify themselves as full
tim e homemakers . Undoubtedly, 
this w ill have a significant impact on 
the number of women available for 
daytime minis try and the type of 
ministry that will be required if the 
women in that new congregation 
want to address the needs of the new 
community . 

O ur new churches are going to 
have to be creative in ministry and 
outreach. Think of the increasing 
n u mbers of " latchkey" children in 
that new neighborhood. By pro
viding after-school supervision and 
Christian activities for these children, 
the church is relieving many work
ing parents of worry about their 
children' s wh ereabouts late in the 
day , and making potential 
evangelistic contacts at the same 
time ... and the lis t goes on and on. 

The women's ministry over the 
years has had a significant impact on 
the ministry of ou r local churches, 
overseas, and our entire Conference 
ministry. As we p lant new chmches, 
the women's contribu tion will con
tinue to have eternal value in the 
growth of the kingdom of God and 
the local congregatio n. D 

From the Director 

by Linda Ebel, 

director of 
women's 
m inistries 

S omeone once said this concern
ing the ministry of the church : 

" We must breathe in through 
fellowship and breathe out through 
evangelism." The Women's Mis
sionary Fellowship is a very natural 
place for this to happen. It is the best 
place for women to form friendships; 
for women new to the church to 
meet other women; for Bible studies 
that address the needs of women; 
and to provide a source w here 
women meet their need for a "sense 
of belonging." Everything we do as 
the Women's Missionaiy Fellowship 
should include both fellowship and 
evangelism in an equal balance. We 
need to reach beyond our immediate 
selves . 

Some of our wom en's groups have 
breathing difficulties. Some of our 
groups are almost ready to gasp their 
last breath . Whatever our condition, 
we all need to get involved in a prop
er spiritual breathing process. We 
need to take a close look at ow-selves, 
individually and as a group. We 
need to ask ourselves these ques
tions: "What are we doing that in
volves fellowship?" " What are we 
doing that involves evangelism?" 
(Evangelism needs to include more 
than what we are " giving" or pay
ing others to do!) 

If there is not a balance in these 
areas, we may need to consult a 

specialist. Ask your pastor to train 
you in developing your evangelism/ 
discipleship skills. Begin looking for 
people in your life who need the 
Lord. Ask God to give you a vision 
for souls. Get involved in helping to 
provide opportunities for outreach 
through your church and W.M.F. 
projects. Stabilize that shallow 
breathing; bring that healthy glow 
back to your group . 0 

Tools for 
Ministry 

Excellent resources for individual 
or group book studies: 
The Woman God Can Use by 
Pamela Hoover Heim (Accent Books) 

A £firms that faith is not passive. 
It is active and intensely per

sonal. This woman knows who she 
is, why she's here, and where she's 
going. Take a look at her worth, 
forgiveness, Christ's control and 
sufficiency, her gifts, potential, 
priorities, and relationship to the 
church. 

Reaching Your World - Disciple
ma.king for Women by Beth Main
hood (Navpress) 

R einforces the belief that a wo
man's place is in h er Father's 

business. This call to get involved in 
the Great Commission explores how 
women are uniquely designed to 
help evangelize, establish, and 
equip other women in their spiritual 
lives. Making an impact for God in 
the lives of others like you is not 
only a potential reality. It is a feasi
ble, practical, dynamic calling from 
God to all the daughters of His 
glorious Kingdom. 0 
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. . 1n memoriam 
DR. ALBERT S. FELBERG (85), 
Salem, O R, born Jan. 8, 1904, in East 
Prussia; died Jan. 11, 1989; spent four 
years as a civilian prisoner of war in 
Russia during World War I; educated 
at Preussisch Bahnau Seminary in 
Germany; pastor, Schwegerau Baptist 
Church, Germany, 1926-30; married 
Frieda Witt, March 2, 1928, in Ger
many; immjgrated to Nokomis, SK, 
Canada, where he pastored Nokomis 
Baptist Church, 1928-34; McDermot 
Ave . Baptist Church, Winnipeg, MB, 
1934-37; First Baptist Church, Lodi, 
CA, 1937-48; earned Master and Doc
tor of Theology degrees from Berkeley 
(CA) Baptist Divinity School; p ro
fessor, North American Baptist 
Seminary, Sioux Fa.Us, SD, two years; 
N.A. B. Conference evangelist, one 
year; pa stor, Ebenezer Baptist 
Church, Vancouver, BC, 1951-59; 
president of Christian Trruning In
stitute, Edmonton, AB, 1959-70, dur
ing this time, 26 acres of land were 
purchased for a new campus, which 
was constructed and dedicated in 
1968, at which time the name was 
changed to. t:-Jo~th America n Baptist 
Coll~ge; vis1tahon pastor, Temple 
Baptist Church, Lodi CA 1970-77· 
retired in Salem, OR'. in l979· sur~ 
vivors include his wife, F;ieda, 
daughters: Esther Schuknect of Salem 
and Engeborg Buckmaster of Kent, 
WA; sister Jennie Rich ter of Regina, 
SK; four grandchildren; and eight 
great-grandchildren; serv ices were 
held at Riviera Baptist Church with 
the Reverends Wally Kroguletz, Eric 
Kuhn, and Ernie Rogalski, Dr. J.C. 
Gunst, and Dr. Paul Siewert of
ficiating . Memorials may be 
designated for N.A.B. College Felberg 
Memorial Fund or N.A.B. Conference 
Missions and Ministries. 

HILDE GLESMANN (77), Winnipeg, 
MB; born Sept. 10, 1911, in Poland; 
died Dec. 13, 1988; married Rev. 
Wilhelm Glesmann, 1930; member, 
Central Baptist Church, Winnipeg, 
MB; predeceased by her husband in 
February 1978, and th ree ch ildren in 
infancy; survived by two sons: Willie 
and Harry; five grandchildren; two 
great-grandch ildren; one sister, Elma 
Wohlgemuth in Germany; Rev. Morley 
Schultz, pastor, funeral service. 

THEODOR GRETZINGER (82), Kit
chener, ON; born Oct. 13, 1906, in 
Kruposzyn, Poland; died Jan. 7, 1989; 
married Martha Semler, Feb. 2, 1931; 
immigrated to Canada, 1949; member, 
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Emmanuel Baptist Church, Morris, 
MB; Mission. Baptist, Winnipeg, AB; 
Eastwood Baptist (formerly Salem), 
Kitchener, ON; predeceased by h is 
wife Martha, five children, two 
brothers, and two sisters; surv ived by 
twin sons: Adolf, Edmonton, AB; 
Alfred , Hamilton, ON; two daugh
ters: Alma (Mrs . Denis Li tke), Win
nipeg, MB; Dorothy (Mrs. Alfred 
Mikols), Kitchener, ON; twelve 
grandchildren; one brother, Otto, and 
one sister, Lina (Mrs. Ferdinand 
Kahl); Rev. Herman Pohl , pastor, 
funeral service. 

JULIUS KESTERKE (88), Trochu, AB; 
born March 13, 1900, in Lutsk, Russia; 
died Jan. 1, 1989; married Emma 
Cirankewicz in 1927; immigrated to 
Canada, 1928; member, Bu ilding 
Co mm it tee a nd Trochu Bap t is t 
Church, Trochu, AB; predeceased by 
his wife, Emma, 1980; one son, Ed
win, 1938; a da ug hte r-in-la w, 
Marlene, and grandson, Kyle, 1972; 
survived by one daugh ter, Mrs. 
Wilmer (Selma) Forsch, Drumheller; 
three sons: Elmer, Herbert, and 
Oscar, all of Trochu; nine grand
children and two great-grandchild ren. 

G LADYS KRAMLICH (72), Minnea
polis, MN; born March 2, 1916, Har
ris, MN; died Dec. 7, 1988; married 
Walter Kra mlich, May 31, 1946; 
member, Faith Baptis t Church, Min
neapolis, MN; survived by her hus
band , Walter; th ree daughters: Jerri , 
Brooklyn Cente r, MN; Elai ne , 
Chanhassen, MN; and Beverly, Eden 
Prairie, MN; six grandchildren; Rev . 
Harvey Mehlhaff and Dr. Frank Ven
inga, pastors, funeral service. 

JOAN McCARTY (54), Ellinwood, KS; 
born to Elmer and Nata lie Koch, Sept. 
21, 1934, Great Bend, KS; d ied Jan. 1, 
1989; married Lonnie McCarty, July 8, 
1956; member, First Baptist Church, 
Ell inwood, KS; Sunday school and 
vacation Bible school teacher, youth 
sponsor, W.M .F. member; survived 
by her husband, Lonnie; two sons: 
Michael and Kevin; one daughter, Jan 
Schmutz; her mother, Natalie Koch; 
two sisters: Ella Hartig and Arl ine 
Ankerholz; Reverends Randall L. Kin
nison, Portland , OR, and Arlyn Thiel
enhaus, funeral service . 

WILHELM INE RAPSKE (89), Winni
peg, MB; born Oct. 23, 1899; in 

Lubem irka , Poland; died Dec . 11 , 
1988; married Adolf Rapske, Sep t. 9, 
1919; member 45 years, Emanuel Bap
tist Church, Morris, MB; member 15 
years, Mission Baptist Church, Win
nipeg, MB; predeceased by her hus
band, Adolf, in 1969, and th ree 
chi ld ren in infancy; su rvived by th ree 
sons : Rev. Rudy (Molly) Rapske, 
White Rock, BC, Robert (Ruth), Bur
naby, BC, Rev. Arnold (Eveleen) Rap
ske, Edmonton, AB; two daugh ters: 
Violet (Rudy) Stork, White Rock, BC, 
Ida (Sefri n) Litke, Winnipeg, MB; 17 
grandchil dren; 26 great-grandchil
dren; two sisters; Reverends Eberhard 
Hees, Ji m Leverette, Delvin Bertsch, 
pas tors, funeral service. 

OTTO B. RUSSELL (83), Grosse Pointe 
Woods, Ml; born July 25, 1905, in 
Pola nd; d ied Nov. 24, 1988; married 
Mathilda Lange in 1935; member, 
Grosse Poin te Baptist Chu rch; sur
vived by h is w ife, Tillie; two daugh
ters: Doris Russe ll and Heidi Lill ich; 
two sisters: Olga Kohsten and Martha 
Rosner; three g randchildren; Rev. 
David Wick and Dr. Herbert Hille r, 
funeral service. 

GERHARD SCH OST AK (75), Kel
owna, BC; born Oct. 23, 1913, in 
Petrikau, Germany, to Julius and 
Luise Schostak; d ied Dec. 17, 1988; 
married Margaret Donst, Jan. 1946; 
member, Trinity Baptis t Church, 
Kelowna, BC; su rv ived by h is wife, 
Margaret; son, Ray and his wife, San
d ra, Toron to, ON; one daughter, 
Verna and her husband, Ron Mull ins, 
Vancouver; fou r g randdaughters : 
Laura, Jennifer, Kristen, Kimberly; 
th ree s isters: Ir mga rd Hard e r, 
Brunhilde Kroeger, Charlotte McCam
mon, all of Winnipeg, MB; Rev. 
George Breitkreuz and Rev . Mal 
Barun, pastors, funeral services. 

BERTHA UNGER (93), O lds, AB; 
born Sept. 20, 1895, Gretna, MB; died 
Nov. 12, 1988; married Fred Unger 
March 4, 1926; member, East O lds 
Baptist Church, Olds, AB; prede
ceased by her husband, infa nt son and 
two sisters; su rvived by one daugh ter, 
Gladys Weid mann, Calgary, AB; two 
sons: Wa lter and Kenneth , both of 
O lds, AB; two brothers : Rudolph 
Stagman, Nipawin, SK, and Herman 
Stagman, Mistatim, SK; 9 grandchil
dren, and IO Great-grandchildren; 
Rev . John Wollenberg, pastor, funeral 
service . 

e state p lanning 

HolV to Receive a 
Tax Shelter on Your 
or Fartn While You 
Continue to Live in It 

A very interestin& estate p lan 
ning tool, w h ich can provide 

excell e nt resu lts, but ca n be ex
trem e ly dangerous if not estab
lis hed prop erly, is a li fe es ta te 
ag reem en t. 

T h roug h th e Life Estate Agree
m e nt you can trans fe r real estate 
to a n o the r in d iv idual o r a 
charita b le o rganizatio n yet main
ta in the rig ht to use the property 
for a p eriod o f yea rs or for life . 
This is an irrevocable tra n sfe r, in 
w hich you have estab lis hed two 
sepa ra te in te rests: a life esta te in
te rest a nd a re mainder in terest. 

T he li fe estate ag reem en t g ives 
you fu ll use o f th e property d u r
ing li fe, incl ud ing the rig ht to re n t 
a n d receive the proceed s of the 
re n tal, o r the right to live in the 
p rope rty. 

Using the Life Estate Agreement 
to A void Probate 

T h e life esta te agreem e nt w ill 
no t be subject to the p robate of 
you r es ta te. 

If this is the o nly reason fo r 
estab lis h ing the life es ta te ag ree
m e n t, you m ay want to make it a 
revocable agreem e nt, g iv ing you 
the opportunity to ch ange your 
min d in th e fu ture . T his revoca
tio n m ay be expressed in the li fe 
esta te agreem e n t itse lf, o r by 
e n ter ing in to an op tio n to repur
ch ase th e re m aind er in terest fro m 
th e p arty to w ho m it is 
t ra ns fe rred. 

Esta te Tax Planni ng 
O ne commo n misco ncep tio n 

abou t th e life estate agree me nt is 
that th e full value w ill be includ ed 
in your esta te fo r esta te tax .pur- . 
poses. If yo u w is h to establish th is 
type of ag reem en t for the 

avoida nce o f estate tax, th e 
trans fer of the remainder interes t 
m us t be mad e in return for " full 
value consideration." Then, the 
entire value of the property avo ids 
estate taxes. 

Problems with the Life Es tate 
Agreeme nt 

W hen you e n ter into a li fe es tate 
agreem ent, you should be aw are 
o f som e pote n tial problem s. 
1) Yo u r property canno t be so ld 

w itho u t the consent of the 
ho lder of th e rem ain der in
teres t. If it is sold , th e p roceed s 
fro m the sale m us t be div ided 
between the two parties, based 
upon ac tuarial tab les. 

2) Fede ral incom e tax allows an 
indiv idual age SS o r over, w ho 
has m et certain quali ficatio ns, 
to sell a person al res idence and 
avo id cap ita l gain tax o n the 
fi rst $12S, 000 o f gain. This rule 
d oes no t a pply if you a re th e 
hold er of a life esta te. 

3) The trans fer m ig ht be s ubject to 
g ift taxes. It d oes not qualify 
fo r the $10,000 pe r indiv idua l, 
annual exclus io n . 

T he Life Esta te and Ch arita ble 
G iving 

O ne very in te resti ng use o f th e 
life es ta te is to combine it w ith 
your cha ritab le inte rest . 

You can trans fer the re n-1ainder 
in teres t in your h o m e or farm to 
the North Am e rican Baptis t Con 
fere nce, rece ive an income tax 
ch aritab le d educt io n, and s till live 
in o r receive th e re n t fro m you r 
pro perty for the res t o f your life . 

Natura lly, the income tax d e duc
tio n is no t for th e full value of the 
property, as you are reserv ing a 
life esta te. 

T h e value o f the property th a t is 
d e d uct ible w ill vary, based u p o n 
yo ur age. But it w ill us u ally be a 
subs ta n tial pe rcen tage of th e value 
of the prope rty. 

May W e Help? 
W e have p repared a Sp ecial 

Plan n ing Re po rt , How to Receive 
a T ax Sh elter on You r Hom e or 
Farm While You Continue to Live 
in It. Th e report also conveys th e 
ad vantages o f esta b lishing a 
char itable life esta te agreem en t 
w h e n you d o no t n eed th e incom e 
tax d eductio n but d es ire to avoid 
p robate o n the tra ns fer o f your 
property a t th e time o f d eath. 

This S pecial P lan ning Rep ort is 
you rs free, w ith n o cost or obliga
tion. I trust that you w ill take 
tim e to req u es t it. O 

How to Receive a Tax 
Shelter on Your Home or 

Farm While You Contin ue 
to Live in It. 

Please send me th is Special 
Plan ning Report; I understand 
th ere is no cost nor obligation. 

Nam e __________ _ 

Address _ _____ ___ _ 

City ___ S ta te __ Z ip __ 

Tele pho n e ________ _ 

Birthd ate _ Spou se's Birth date_ 

North American Baptist Conference 
1 South 210 Summit Ave. 

Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181 
(312) 495-2000/FAX (31 2) 495-3301 
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the six Biblical Im- worship whenever ask- Church, as well as Franchuck. who 
peratives of a great ed," says Pastor men from various faithfully brings us I' Sm.•gic roo. 0.. The B;b/;ml lmpnm;~ 
new six year program Dryer. "But above all, churches in the area closer to the Lord by 

Our Strategic Focus On The Biblical Imperatives called Vision 2000. we've asked them to attended a men's his encouraging and 
This very practical pro- commit themselves to prayer breakfas t held inspiring messages 
gram calls us, as in- grow in the experience at a local restaurant. from God's word," 

I Called to 
dividuals and as a of worship in 1989!" "We praise God for says Vi Pepple. Atlantic Association on free to approach God 

Worship corporate body, back our pastor, Loren Nov. 11, 1988, for and know Him directly! 
to the basics of the Forest Park Church their annual Fall The happiness we find 
Christian faith: wor- Focuses O n Prayer I compelled to 

Retreat. through God's love 
ship, spiritual growth, • FOREST PARK, IL. Serve "Sara Pasiciel, past was also evidenced in 

Spokane Church ference in Calgary, witnessing, servant- During 1989, the WMF President, the testimonies, music, 
Focuses on Worship Alberta, in Ju ly 1988. hood , giving, and car- Forest Park Baptist N.A.B. Conference, workshops, and Chris-
• SPOKANE, WA. At "During the coming ing . Each of these s ix Church is emphasiz ing guest speaker, inspired tian fellowship that we 
Terrace Heights Baptist year, we hope to Biblical Imperatives the importance of Whyte Ridge Church ship Service the each one of us as she experienced through-
Church, Pastor George 'Catch the Vision' by will be highly em- prayer in the lives of Dedicates New following Sunday. shared her thoughts out the weekend. " 
Pontius is focusing his focus ing our attention phasized for one year . individuals and the life Bu ild ing Manitoba Association on our theme, 'Let Me 
messages on the on six Biblical Im- " In 1989, our em- of the Church. • WINNIPEG, MB. N.A.B. Conference Tell You How Happy 
Biblical Imperative, peratives," says Senior phasis will be on The Rev. David After being without a churches and God Has Made Me!' " Effas Speak at Emery 
Called to Worship, Pastor Randy worship-seeing Ste inhart, pastor, has church building fo r 15 neighboring says Sharon DeVaux, Special Meetings 
throughout 1989. " I Bowman. ourselves as believers preached two series of months, and having evangelical churches secretary, Atlantic • EMERY, SD. 
feel the Biblical Im- The six imperatives called to worship . Dur- sermons on prayer, our worship services were guests, also. "At Association. "Sara "Celebration of 
peratives are right on are Called to Worship ing this year, we will and the Wednesday in a rented church, this service we spoke to us about the Ministry" meetings 
track for the Holy (Psalm 29:2), Chai- endeavor to streng then prayer meeting has Why te Ridge Baptist celebrated and thanked happiness she has ex- with the Rev . and 
Spirit's leading," says lenged to Grow (2 our worship exper- been restructured to Church officially God fo r our new perienced through Mrs. Herman Effa 
Pastor Pontius. He Peter 3:18), Commis- ience and learn more give more time for opened· its new church church building," says meeting special people were held at First Bap-
finished a series on sioned to Witness about worship," says prayer. on Sunday, November Irma, and also offi- who have influenced tist Church December 
the six Biblical Im- (Acts 1:8), Compelled Dr. David Dryer, "We are also 20, 1988. This included cially welcomed our her Christian life, and 4-7. A Men 's Breakfast 
peratives in Vision to Serve (Romans pastor. " This mus t in- holding several 'All- laying of the cor- new pastor, the Rev. about the happiness and an all-church 
2000 recently. 12:4-10), Committed to elude a greater resolve Church Concerts of nerstone, ribbon cut- Dave Henkelman, and God provides for all potluck supper ended 

The youth group at Give (2 Corinthians to know God-who He Prayer' for two hours ting, and dedication of his family. Rev. Christians who are the four-day 
Terrace Heights is also 9:7), and Commanded is and what He has on Saturday morn- the building to the Henkelman has served free from sin, free to celebration. 
focusing on worship to Care (John done." ings," says Martha glory of God. Two our church since Sept. love one another, and - Mrs. Ma1gie Fluth 
this year. The youth 13:34-35). On a p ractical level, Remus. former pastors, Dr. 1, 1988." 
have decided to make "These imperatives several things are Alvin Harsch and Dr. I commissioned to Witness J 
felt banners to hang in describe the emphasis plann ed. Pastor Dryer Village Green Chu rch Ed Hughes, attended. Wednesday Evening 
the Ch urch for each and direction of our will preach a series on Focuses on Worsh ip Letters were received Activities Important at 
Biblical Imperative. church," says Pastor worship. The Deacons • GLEN ELLYN, IL. from our fo unding Carrington Church 
Each year, one will be Bowman. "During the will center their The Village Green pastor, the Rev. • CARRINGTON, 
added . corning year, leaders meetings around wor- Baptist Church focused Richard Grabke, and ND. In October, Praise God for People were baptized recently, 

from around the coun- ship during 1989. on the Conference Im- from his successor, the Awana youth clubs Receiving Christ as and two of them were 
try and within our The congregation has perative, "Call~d to Rev. Donald Richter . began at Calvary Bap- Savior and His Grow- received into the 

Lodi Church Plans to own Northern Califor- been challenged to Worship," dunng the The lower level of tis t Church. This ex- ing Church fellowship of Southey 
"Catch the Vision" nia Association will read a good book on first two months of the church was com- citing ministry, fo r • LINTON, ND. Baptist Church. Darold 

visit our church on six worship and to con- 1989. Carefully p leted entirely by ages three through Pastor Randall Jaspers Sauer is pastor of the • LODI, CA. The Sunday evenings to centrate on preparing planned worship serv- volunteer labor. "To grade s ix, is doing baptized four young church . -Annette Lang theme that the Deacon help us focus on each for worship more than ices included sermons recognize all the hours well. These Clubs people at a Sunday Board of Temple Bap- of these imperatives." they have done in the abou t worship by the of work put in by the meet on Wednesday morning Worship • KITCHENER, ON. 
tist Church, Lodi, past. pastor, Dr. John volunteers, we had an nights as well as a Service at First Baptist Pastor Fred Kahle r had 
California, has adopted "They have also Thielen ha us. Appreciation Banquet youth group, adult Church. "We praise the joy of baptizing 
for 1989 is "Catch the Called to Worship- been asked to eva luate on January 13," says Bible study, and choir God for young people five young people at 
Vision." This theme is Our 1989 Imperative! their own worship ex- Carrington Men Have Irma Kelm. rehearsal. -Vi Pepple receiving Christ as Central Baptist 
based upon the • KENOSHA, WI. perience, share any Prayer Breakfast An Open House for their Savior," says Church . The right 
VISION 2000 cam- For several weeks, the ideas they have co n- • CARRINGTON, the community was • KESWICK, NJ. A Lorra ine Tschritter. hand of fellowship 
paign promoted at the membership of Im- cerning worship with ND. Ea rly Tuesday at held on Sunday, special weekend of was extended to them 
North American Bap- manuel Baptist Ch urch the staff, and be will- 7 a. m. , men from January 15, with a fe llowshi p was shared • SOUTHEY, SK. as well as to an 
tist Triennial Con- ha ve bee n led th rough ing to participate in Calvary Baptist Celebration and Wor- by 78 women of the Three young ladies 87-year-old brothe r 
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Our Strategic Focus On The Biblical Imperatives 

who just recently 
made Canada his 
home. Communion 
was celebrated with 
the new members. 

" 'Love and 
Forgiveness' is our 
watch word as the 
members of Central 
seek to teach, equip, 
and train these young 
people in the 
'knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ,' " 
says Kar en Yahn . 

• SUMNER, IA. In 
February, Pastor Ralph 
Chandler baptized 
three people and ex
tended the hand of 
fellowship to them at 
First Baptis t Church. 
"We praise the Lord 
for these Christians 
who openly p rofessed 
their faith in Christ," 
says Retha Menke. 

• CHILLIWACK, BC. 
Duri ng the New Year's 
Eve celebration, Pastor 
Len Strelau Jed two 
young people into the 
waters of baptism . 
Also two others have 
been accepted into the 
fellowship of 
Evergreen Baptis t 
Church through 
transfer of member
s hip. "We have had 
some serious illnesses 
in the past months. 
God' s healing h and is 
at work," says Norma 
Ostberg. 

• ALDERWOOD 
MANOR, WA . Pastor 
Steve Burrell, the new 
pastor at Cypress Bap
tis t Church in Alder-
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wood Manor, WA, 
recently welcomed 
eight new members in
to their assembly. 
-Sherri D. Wasserstrom 

•EMERY, SD. The 
First Baptist Church 
welcomed three n ew 
members into the 
church fellowship 
recently . The Rev. 
Charles P. Davis is 
p astor. 

-Mrs. Margie Fluth 

• EDMONTON, AB. 
Meadowlark-Wes tland 
Baptis t Church ex
p erienced a rea l spurt 
of growth during 1988; 
two baptisms in 
February; twelve bap
tis ms and ten transfers 
in May; 58 members 
by amalgamation with 
Westland Baptis t 
Church in June; four 
baptisms in 
September; eight 
transfers, and fo ur by 
statement of faith in 
October; seven bap
tisms, two transfers, 
and one by statement 
of fai th in December. 

"Many of these 
people are alread y at 
work in the ministries 
of Meadowlark
Westland," says 
Andrea Doell. 
"Growth is anticipa ted 
to continue in 1989 as 
a result of their 
outreach. " 

• BELLWOOD, IL. 
Two you th were bap
tized recen tly and 
welcomed into First 
Baptist Church by 
Pastor William Kresa l. 

• CARPENTERSVILLE, 
IL. Three adul ts were 
added to the member
ship of Grace Baptist 
Church, and three 
young people followed 
the Lord in baptism. 
The Rev. Eldon 
Schroeder is pastor. 

• CHICAGO, IL. 
Pastor Fred 
Spreeuwers baptized 
two persons a t East 
Side Baptis t Church in 
January. They a nd 
another lady were 
welcomed into the 
Church membership . 

-E. Freiwald 

• FOREST PARK, IL. 
Fourteen new 
members were re
ceived into Forest Park 
Baptist Church during 
1988. Eight of these 
were baptized by the 
Rev . David Steinhart, 
pastor. 

Preparations Being 
Made for Youth 
Crusade in Alpena 
• ALPENA, MI. 
Three recent 
community-wide 
even ts served as a 
catalyst for the upcom
ing Youth Crusade to 
be held in Alpena in 
April. 

Featured speaker for 
these events as well as 
for the Crusade was 
Ken Fishel, Presid ent 
of Discipleship, Inc., 

of Indiana. 
The three events in

cluded the fundraising 
banquet held at the 
United Methodist 
Church with about 200 
persons attend ing. 
That same Sunday 
evening, some 340 per
sons gathered at 
Ripley Boulevard Bap
tist Church for an 
Inter-Church M usical 
with eight chu rches 
participating. Fishel's 
message centered on 
d aily Christian living 
with Bible study and 
prayer as p riorities. 

That evening also, 
180 junior and senior 
high students met at 
Immanuel Luthe ran 
School gym for a 
"Supper Bas h # l ." 
This Chris tian youth 
ra lly included music, 
games, fun, and a 
message from Fish el. 

- Doris Turn bull 
Inner-city Ministry 
Begins in Edmonton 
• EDMONTON, AB . 
The o ld Cen tral Baptis t 
Church faci lity in Ed
monton, AB, beca me 
the M usta rd Seed 
Street Church on 
March 1. This new 
chu rch seeks to 
minister to people in 
the inner-city . Central 
Baptist Church is in
volved in this joint 
m inistry w ith several 
other churches in Ed 
monton. 

I committed to Give 

Hockey Game Goals 
Help Provide Funds 
for Missionaries 
• O LDS, AB . The 
Youth of East O lds 
Baptis t Ch u rch ba ttled 
against the young mar
ried adults in a n ex-

citing and entertaining 
hockey game to raise 
money to help with 
the Bru nner Children 's 
Education in Gabon, 
Africa. (The Brunners 
are me mbers of 
E.0.B.). The m embers 

of the congregation 
gave money for every 
goal made, and so the 
cost for the cor
respondence courses 
were fully met. 

"We praise God for 

His kind provisions, 
and a beautiful joint 
effort between youth, 
young adults, and the 
congregation," says 
Trudie Schroeder. 

Challenged to Grow 

Bible Institute; a 
Brand New Ministry 
• PRINCE GEORGE, 
BC. College Heights 
Baptist Church 
launch ed a new 
ministry, a Bible In
s titute, in September 
1988. Under the lay 
leadership of Eric 
Kwiatkows ki, the Bible 
Ins titute began w ith 
over fifty s tudents. 

"How thrilling it 
is," reports Pastor 
Lyle Richards, " to see 
so many hungering 
after a d eeper 
knowledge of God 's 
Word. The Bible In
s titute is a testimony 
to th e people of this 
s mall church, w ith 
over 60 percent of th e 
members hip registered . 
Th e thrilling truth is 
th at God has given us 
a heavenly textbook to 
aid us in our needed 
faith, and many here 
a t CHBC are taking 
advantage of this op
portunity to know the 

Scriptures and grow in 
this way." 

The Institute has five 
instructors. The four 
from the laity are Ken 
Child, Do n Graham, 
Ervin Spletzer, and 
Ervin Toews. The 
students meet every 
Monday evening from 
7 p .m . until 10 p.m. 
Each evening includes 
a study in the Old 
Testament, the New 
Testament, and 
Theology . A highlight 
for the students has 
become the 20 minute 
chapel included be
tween the second and 
third session. 

Students pay a tui
tion fee each semester 
as well as purchase 
their required 
textbooks. 

The Institute cur
rently offers a three
year-survey study and 
plans to add electives 
at a later date. 

Enthusiasm is sh ared 
by a ll . Both the new 
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and mature Christians 
enjoy the opportunity 
to study the Scriptures 
in depth . One student 
sums it up well: " I 
have never enjoyed a 
study in a home or a 
class as I h ave these 
studies on Monday 
nights ." 

Carrington Church 
Has Planning Retreat 
• CARRINGTON, 
ND. The Rev. Ralph 
Cooke, area minister, 
led in a church leader
ship planning retreat 
on a weekend in 
February for officers, 
board members, and 
teach ers of Calvary 
Baptis t Church. The 
retreat, held Friday 
evening and Saturday 
morning, focused on 
setting spiritual goals 
for ou r ministry as a 
church. - Vi Pepple 

Meadowlark 
Celebrates 25th 
Anniversary and Plans 
for Growth 
• EDMONTON, AB. 
Meadowlark-Westland 
Baptis t Church 's goal 
for the next 25 years is 
to become more effec
tive in the west end of 
Edmonton. Part of this 
has already occurred 
with the merger of 
Meadowlark Baptist 

Church with Westland 
Baptist Church in June 
1988. Both churches 
needed larger facilities, 
so this m erger allows 
the churches to work 
together as we build 
furth er west o n a 
larger site in the near 
future. 

Throughout 1988, 
Mead owlark Baptist 
Church celebrated its 
25th anniversary with 
the theme, " Tracing 
the Hand of God." 
Several special events 
took place through the 
months, with two 
former pastors speak
ing; Doug and Lorna 
Warkentin being com
mission ed to work in 
overseas missions; a 
special missions pro
gram recognizing those 
who have gone out to 
h ome and overseas 
missions and into 
pastoral work; and a 
slide-tape program 
reviewing 
Meadowland's growth 
over 25 years. 

In October, the main 
celebration occurred 
during a weekend of 
reminiscing, a banquet 
and program, and a 
Sunday morning serv
ice. The Rev . Ken 
MacDonald is senior 
pastor. - Andrea Doell 

I commanded to Care 

Illinois Church Joins 
Anti-pornography 
Campaign 
• FOREST PARK, IL. 
Th e Forest Park Baptist 

Church is participating 
with the local 
M inisterium in a n anti
pornography campaign. 
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BUILDING ON T E 
FOUNDATIONS OF FA 

Capital Funds Campaign Report 
North American Baptist Conference 

I FINAL REPORT I 
Chairmen's Report 

Thank you for 
your support for 
the "Building on 
the Foundations 
of Faith" Capital 
Funds Campaign. 
The Campaign has 

Connie Sallos Peter Fehr now been con
cluded. 

As of December 31, 1988, $3,093,110 has been received 
against a goal of $3,596,000. This is an eighty-six percent 
achievement of the goal and is an excellent record in giving. 

The purpose of the Campaign was to provide capital funds 
to make strategic advances in the Conference and several 
Associations that could not be accomplished on an annual 
operating budget. That purpose has been achieved. 

The following pictures and words tell the story of how the 
funds were spent. More than 1,250 individuals and 250 
churches participated in giving to "Building on the Founda
t ions of Faith:' 

MISSIONS PROJECT REPORTS 
CAMEROON, Africa 
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0 Three homes built for 
teaching staff on the campus 
of the Cameroon Baptist 
Theolog ical Seminary. 
$50,000 

0 Radio studio expanded 
and broadcast equipment 
purchased. $5,000 

0 Classroom facility built for 
missionary children school al 
Ndu. $30,000 

0 Evangelism and Church 
Extension $64,000 

NIGERIA, Africa 

0 Funded construction of 
Principals house at Mambilla 
Baptist Theological School. 

0 Provided for renovation of 
second missionary home. 

0 Library assembly hall constructed to accommodate 
increased enrollment. 

0 Landrover purchased. 
$25,000 

0 Provided for expansion of Mambilla Baptist Conven
tion office facilities, and 

0 Provided for Mission Station water system at Gembu. 
$30,000 

JAPAN, East Asia 

0 Helped provide for renovation of Tsu English Institute 
and built missionary housing facilities. 

0 Established revolving church construction loan fund. 

BRAZIL, South America 

D Partially funded con
struction of a church and 
parsonage at Torres. 

0 Funded purchase of mis
sionary home. 

0 Funded sixteen Church 
Planting Projects in states of 
Rio Grande du Sol and San
ta Caterina. 

PHILIPPINES, East Asia 

0 Anticipated land and building purchase for churches 
and homes for missionaries. $110, 000 

NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST 
SEMINARY 

D Funded expansion of library floor-space by 100%. More 
room for books, study carrels and breathing room. New addi
t ion makes library like graduate study facility. 

CHURCH GROWTH 
PROPERTY ACQUISITION FOR NEW CHURCHES 
D property on which to build new churches has been secured. 

URBAN/MULTI-ETHNIC MINISTRIES 
D funds have been made available to assist associations meet 
the growing need in North America for urban and ethnic 
m inistries. 

STRATEGY ASSISTANCE FOR DECLINING 
CONGREGATIONS 
0 funds have been provided for congregations to assist in the 
process of reversing decl ining membership t rends. 

CHURCH BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 
0 Iglesia Bautista Central, Edinburg, T X, has moved into new 
facilities. Capital funds has provided the funds for this church 
building. 

NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST 
COLLEGE & DIVINITY SCHOOL 

0 Schalm Memorial Library debt has been paid with Capital 
funds. 

INTERNATIONAL OFFICE 
SUPPORT STAFF MINISTRIES 

O A 90-day operat ing reserve has been funded to avoid bor· 
rowing costs during low cash flow periods. 

O Much needed word processing and computer equipment has 
been purchased. $115,000 
D Audiovisual equipment has been purchased and is being 
used by the Development and Area Ministries Departments. 

ASSOCIATIONS 
D Seventeen associations were assisted in raising funds for pro· 
jects. Of the funds received, most were applied to church plant· 
ing and camping projects. 

S<JMMARY 
You are to be commended for your share in advancing the work 
of the gospel overseas and in North America. 

Since the work of the gospel continues to move ahead, your 
continuing support is needed for the Conference Basic Mission 
and Ministries Goal and also for special future campaigns like 
the just completed "Building on the Foundations of Faith" 
Campaign. 

Thank you again for your grand demonstration of 
generous giving. 

"BY THE GRACE GOD HAS GIVEN ME, I LAID A FOUNDA
TION AS AN EXPERT BUILDER, AND SOMEONE ELSE IS 
BUILD! NG ON IT. BUT EACH ONE SHOULD BE CAREFUL 
HOW HE BUILDS. FOR NO ONE CAN LAY ANY FOUNDA
TION OTHER THAN THE ONE ALREADY LAID WHICH IS 
JESUS CHRIST.'' I Corinthians 3:10,11 

THE NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST CONFERENCE 
1 South 210 Summit Avenue, Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181, (312) 495-2000 
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From the Editor 
Last Sunday in Sunday school 

class, Rudean turned to my husband 
and me and said, " You know, some
one gave m e a book with your name 
in it last week." 

Our friend who works in the Cir
cuit Court of Cook County in 
Chicago, told us that a man had 
handed a book to her supervisor as 
she got off the L-train in Chicago. 
She then handed it to Rudea n at 
work, saying, " I don' t care about 
things concerning the Bible, and I 
know you do, so you can have this 
book." Rudean took it and thanked 
her for it. 

Later Rudean went to West Subur
ban Hospital to pick up her son. As 
she waited for him, she visited with 
one of the workers there. Finding out 
that the woman was distressed and 
djscouraged because her husband 
had left her and her three children, 
Rudean handed her the book. She 
pointed out the devotional "God's 
Grace Is Sufficient for Yo~." 

The woman was elated. 
"May I see the book?" she asked. 

what's happening 

•The Rev. George Redington has 
a.ccepted the pastorate of First Bap
~st ~hurch, Ellinwood, KS, effective 

pn 161 1989. He has been serving 
as pastor of Hawkwood Baptist 
Church, Calgary, AB. 

• ! he Rev. Clyde Zimbelman has 
resig.ned as pastor of Shell Creek 
Bap.tis t Church, Columbus, NE, ef
fechve May 15, 1989. He and his wife 
ha.ve. been appointed by the Board of 
~issions of the North American Bap
tist Conference as missionaries to 
serve a.s house parents at Woyke 
House m Jos, Nigeria . 

• ~~· Keith Johnson accepted the 
position of Associate Pastor for 
~hil~ren' s Ministries a t Redeemer 
.aptist Church, Warren, Ml, effec

tive Feb. 1, '1 989. 

• Mr. Dan .Derman, a gradua te of 
Nor~h Am~nca~ Baptist Seminary, is 
serving as mtenm Associate Pastor at 
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"Yes," said Rudean. 
The woman, though busy, flipped 

through the book and found other 
devotionals which spoke to her 
need. Since she didn't have time to 
read it at the time, she asked Rudean 
if she could have copies of the ar
ticles . 

Rudean took her address and la ter 
mailed copies of the articles to her. 

The book? Moments With God 
from 1970 with Bruno Schrieber's 
name as editor and John Binder as 
Secretary of Stewardship and Com
munications. 

To think that this devotional 
quarterly dated 1970 is still meeting 
needs today! 

I wondered whose 1970 copy that 
was. I wondered how the man at the 
bottom of the s teps to the elevated 
city transi t train got it. Who was h e? 
There were lots of questio ns - but 
then, I realized it didn 't matter. 

What was significant was that 
someone felt it helpful enough to 
pass it on - som eone cared . I think 
back to the Thanksgiving them e, 
"Little Is Much When God Is in It! " 
Then it struck m e. Things we do and 
say each day make an impact on 

First Baptis t Church of Steamboat 
Rock, IA. He works with the senior 
high youth and the Chris tian educa
tion program . He also is involved 
w ith preachin g and wo rs hip 
leadership. 

• Warren Wetherbee was ordained 
by G race Baptist Church, Racin e, 
WI, in January 1989. He is Minis ter 
of Evangelis m and Discipleship a t 
Grace Baptis t. 

• Mr. Michael Igo was installed as 
Assistant Pastor a t Central Baptis t 
Church , Kitchener, ON, on Jan. 29, 
1989. Representatives of neighboring 
churches brought greetings. " Love 
the Lord, love His people, and love 
to preach His Word," urged Dr. 
Thomas Dow, guest speaker. The 
Rev. Fred Kah le r is senior pastor of 
the Church . 

• The Rev. R. I. Thompson con
cl udes his in terim minis try a t Tw in 
Pines Baptist Ch urch , Cedar Rapids, 

others - today, next month, next 
year, 19 years from now. God is at 
work! Praise Him! 

P~~ 

Readers 
Respond 
Attention Deficiency 
Syndrome 

Please send me six copies of 
the October issue of the Baptist 
Herald. I have been trying to 
find out my child's problem s for 
years. This ar ticle about the At
tention Deficiency Syndrome in 
children fit my child exactly, and 
I am trying to convince schools 
and counselo rs that m y child 
should be examined for the d is
ability described as ADD. H av
ing the article available for exam
ination m ay h e lp. - Name 
Withheld 

IA, in early April 1989, a t w hich time 
he is available for another interim 
pastora te . 

•The Rev. Greg Altizer of Vin to n , 
IA, has accepted the call of Twin 
Pines Baptist Church , Cedar Rapids, 
IA, effective April 15, 1989. 

•The Rev. Fred Mashner is serving 
as interim pastor of Winton Road 
Bap tis t Church , Roc hester, NY, 
beginning March 1 fo r three months . 

•The Rev. John Zuilkowski, pastor 
of Memory La ne Baptist Ch urch, 
Wich ita , KS, resigned effective 
March 26, 1989. He is o n a sabbatical 
for fo ur mo nths and then w ill be 
ava ilable for a pas to rate o n Septem
ber 1. 

• Rev. James Pillon becomes pastor 
of Sherwood Park Baptist Church, 
Greeley, CO, o n May 1. He has 
served Firs t Baptist Church of Paul, 
ID, s ince 1979 . 

MAP International Unveils 
Unique Aids Kit for Churches 
BRUNSWICK, GA. MAP Inte rna
tio nal announces the first com
prehensive AIDS reso u rce ki t de
signed specifically for churches and 
other groups of concerned Chris
tians . Because of its unique foc us, 
this resource kit differs from all other 
AIDS information kits currently 
avai lable. 

MAP's AIDS Resource Kit pro
vides ins ight into the vvays AIDS is 
reshaping the world and hel ps Chris
tians develop a compassionate and 
informed response to the syndrome. 
It addresses the causes of AIDS, its 
potential impact on life in America 
and the developing world , and the 
specia l cha llenge th is new health 
threat p resents to Christians . 

The kit includes : 
• a videotaped interview w ith Dr. 

C. Everett Koop, Surgeon Gen
eral of the U.S. Public Health 
Service, 

• a transcript of Dr . Koop's ad
d ress to MAP' s board of direc
to rs, assessing the global impact 
of AIDS, 

• a special report by MAP 's presi
dent which documents how AIDS 
is affecting developing countries 
an d how it could affect the chw·ch, 

• a directory to the key resources 
on AIDS ava ilabl e to the Ameri
can p ublic, and 

• a guide to promote group discus
sions o n AIDS using the resource 
ki t. 

To receive ordering information for 
the AIDS Resource Kit, ($65 each fo r 
1-9), write to MAP International, Box 
50, Brunswick, GA 31520 or call 
1-800-242-8550. 

Anniversaries 

• Mr. and Mrs. Robert Schmidt 
celebrated the ir 60th wedding an
n iversary on Feb. 6, 1989. They have 
been membe rs of Central Baptist 
Church, Yo rktown, SK, since 1951, 
when they immigrated to Canada . 

• Mr. and Mrs . Gus t Meth 
c~ Iebrated their 65th wedding an
mversary on Dec. 20, 1988. Formerly 
of Lodi, CA, they have been mem
bers of Bismarck Baptis t Ch urch, Bis
marck, ND, since 1984. 

"They are committed 
to my character 
development.'' 

D1111g Pedib. Srnior 
Mct.<rt?r of Dit ·inir~· 

Master of Divinity 
M.A. in Christian Education 
M.A. in Counseling 
M.A. in Religious Studies 
Graduate C ertificate in 

Theological Stud ies 

D octor of Ministry 

r-11 NORTH AMERICAN 
LJc___J BAPTIST SEMINARY 

DJ I l21 \V. 22n,I Si. 
S'""' F.111-. SI) ii ll'5 
6l'5i l l6·65t!8 1·8l\'.~41·1 h\\ Ext. lil' I 

WANTED: 
CHRISTIAN 

PSYCHOLOGIST, 
P.H.D. 

Willing to affi liate and develop a 
practice with in an established 
Chris tian counseling center and to 
work w ith staff of Legal Counsel, 
M.S.W., L.S .W., and General 
Professional Counselors . 
Send resume or inq uiries to : 

Cli11to11 E. Gre11z, exern tive.director 
Professio11nl Christin11 Resou rce 

Ce11ter 
1501 North 12th Street 
Bis111nrck, NO 58501 
(701 ) 255-3325 

Poems of Life. 56 pages . De
sig ned fo r personal and church 
use. Includes New Year, Easter, 
Gradua tion, Wedding, Father, 
Mother, and Christmas . Bib lical 
principles em phasized . Send $5 
to Cy ntli.ia Be1gstresse1~ Box 289, 
Morris, MB, Canada, ROG lKO. 

WANTED: 
CHRISTIAN PSYCHIATRIST 

Willing to affiliate and develop 
psychiatric practice within an es
tablished Christian counseling 
center and to work with staff of 
Legal Cow1.Sel, M.S.W., L.S.W., and 
General ProfessionaJ Counselors. 

Send resume or inquiries to: 
Cli11to11 E. Gre11z, exerntive director 
Professio11nl Ch ristin 11 Resource 

Center 
1501 North 12th Street 
Bis111n rck, ND 58501 
(701) 255-3325 

Send IClday 101 a PoSler and Olher marerials 
ro assrst your church in developing a 
Religious uneny Day emphasis around lhe 

Iheme "Restless for Rehg1ous liber1y 
Bapris1 Con111bulions to lhe Ame11can Tra· 

d1tion .. Rel191ous liberly Day is the firs1 day 
ol worsh1p in June' 

Name ____ _ ____ _ 

Church ________ _ 

Address - -------

Cuv S1are __ Z10 __ 

Alf1ha11on 
Bagtist Joint Commiltoe on Public Al1airs 
20 Maryland Ave NE • Washmg1on DC 20002 
(202) 544·4226 
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Called to 
Worship 

Biblical Imperative: 
Romans 12: 1-2 
Therefore, I Uige you, brothers, in view of God's m ercy, to offer your bodies 
as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God - which is your spiritual worship. 
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's 
will is - his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

Worship, both individual and corporate, is redeemed people's life-style 
response to God in everything through praise, adoration, reverence, obedience, 
thankfulness, and awe. It is not confined to style, place, event, or time. 

• How d oes your life measure up to the above d efinitio n? 

• What have you consciously done to make Sunday morning worship 
more mea ningful to you? 

• How does yo ur daily activity give worship to God? 

• What would make your worship of God deeper and more mean
ingfu l? 

• Specifically, what will you do to help worship become more mea n
ingful for you , your fa mily, and your church? 

"Called to Worship " is the focus of Vision 2000 for 1989. Vision 2000 is North 
American Baptist Conference's foclls on six Biblical Imperatives to promote L1nified 
direction, to enhance the existing ministries in local churches, to accelerate the 
planting of churches, to train more top qllality leadership (pastors and chllrch 
staff), and to help evangelize the world by the year 2000. 


