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A Personal Perspective 
by Lewis Petrie 

I 
have been involved in the 

North American Baptist Con­
ference since 1983, w hen I 
bega n pastoring a Confer­

ence church in Melville, Sas­
ka tchewan. 

At the beginning, I experienced 
what I believed was a healthy 
pastor 's skepticism toward 
denominational ministry. I 
suspected that it was a necessary 
burden (some of you thought I 
was going to say "evil" - be 
honest now!). 

As I ma tured in my relation­
ship to the Conference through 
activity in the local church and 
associa tion, I began to realize that 
there was much more to the 
Conference than jus t being "a 
necessa ry burden ." 

Now that I have spent some 
time at the International Office 
(since January 1988), I begin to 
unders tand what a tremendous 
responsibility we have as believ­
ers, d isciples, and s tewards in the 
Kingdom of God. 

It is my conviction even in the 
age of d eclining d enominational 
loyalties in many areas that we, 
as N orth American Baptists, have 
ma intained our "vis ion" as 
people dedicated " to reconciling 
the world through C hrist. " I 
would like to see this con tinue 
until our Lord Jesus returns! 

There is a concern that our 
Conference has become a n 
increas ing "bu rden" in terms of 
finances need ed to fu nd our 
m ission and minis try com mit­
ments. There always seems to be 
a need, a cha llenge to be met, a nd 
a dollar to be g iven. This is 
always going to be true for 
consecrated people who desire to 
see God' s Kingdom extend ed a nd 
edified. 

No longer a m I skeptica l about 
our coopera ti ve m inistr ies. God 
has the p lan and p urpose for the 
North American Ba p tis t Confer­
ence. I want to be a pa rt of tha t 
p lan and purpose. 
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uThere always 
seems to be a 
need, a challenge 
to be met, a dollar 
to be given. This is 
always going to 
be true for conse­
crated people who 
desire to see God's 
Kingdom extended 
and edified." 

It he lps me to realize that when 
the Son of God looked down 
upon the world (of w hich w e are 
a part) that H e sa w "a necessa ry 
burd en." 

H e gave of Himself complete ly 
to meet tha t burden, a nd now I 
a m expected to d o the sa me. 

"'For you know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that though he 
was rich , yet for your sakes he 
became poor, so that you 
through his poverty might 
become rich. And here 

is 111y advice about what is /Jest fo r 
you i11 this 111attcr: Last year you 
were the first 110/ 011ly to give but 
also to have the desire to do so. Now 
fin ish the work, so that your eager 
willi11g11ess to do it 111ay be matched 
by you r co111pletio11 of it, according 
lo your 111ea 11s. For if the wi/li11gness 
is there, the gift is acceptable 
accordi11g lo what one has, 110/ 
according to what he does 110/ lrnve. 
Our desire is not that others might 
be relieved while you are hard 
pressed, but tlrn t there might be 
equality. At the present time your 
plenty will supply wlrnt they need, so 
tlznt in tum t/1eir plenty will supply 
whnt you need. Then there will be 
equality, ns it is written: 'He that 
gathered 111uch did not have too 
111uch, and he that gathered little did 
not hnve too little."' (II Cori11thia11s 
8:9-15 N IV). 

Your g ift toward s the Basic 
Mission a nd Minis try Goal of 
$4,750,000 helps u s to meet the 
"burden" o f minis tering to ma ny 
in the name of Jesus C hris t. 

l trus t tha t our involvement in 
the mission and minis try of the 
Nor th American Baptist Confer­
ence w ill reap benefits for ete r-
nity. D 

The Rev. Lewis Petrie is Develop­
ment Director for the North Ameri­
can Baptist Conference. 

1989 Basic 
Mission and 
Ministry Goal 

Contributed 
as of 10/22/89 

Needed 
by 12/31/89 

$4,750,000 

2,570,858 

$2,179,142 

Pray that the goal will be 
reached and that minis tries 
to reach people for Christ 
may continue. 

Baptist Herald November1989 Volume67 / Number9-----------. 

6 

11 

20 

Barbara J. Bi nd er, ed itor 

Phyll is H ill, subscr iptions fu lfillment 

Dorothy Ganou ng and Linda Ebel, 
Reachi11g New 1-fris hts 

Holly Fann, secrc t;iry 

jean Gingrich, secre tary 

Articles 

2 

4 

5 

7 

A Personal Perspective 
Lewis Petrie 
Thank You, Thank You 
G. Roger Scltoenlrnls 
What Makes Worship Meaningful 
Ron Cnrlso11, Denise Muir Kjesbo, H11gli Litchfield 
Mission News 
Com e With Me on Trek in A frica for M edical Clinics 
Mymn Good111a 11 
Worshipping in French 
Scott and Ruth Clark 
Sple tzer Organized Theological School Library in N igeria 
Trudy Spletzer 

9 
Cameroonian Pas tors Lead Sunday School Teachers' Seminars 
What Can Kids Do? 

10 

11 

16 
18 

Ma ry Jo Stockdale 
Kids of the Kingdom at Trenton Are Growing 
Mnritzn Pntet 
A Weeks Vacation in the Inner-City 
Leslie Ya ter 
Jubilee Year Celebration Events 
Count the Entry Points 

20 
Lyle E. Scltnller 
Why I Served God in Philadelphia This Summer 
Andy Sia111a11s 

D epartments 

21 In Memoriam 
22 Reaching New Heights 

P resident's Focus 
Mn nettn Hol111 
Tha n kful for Our Heritage 
McDennot Ave11 11e Baptist Clt11rclt, Wi1111ipeg, MB 
British Columbia W.M.F. c 

Tools for Ministry 
Comma nded to Care 
Minnie Mueller 

24 Vision 2000: Biblical Imperatives in Action 
27 Immanuel Baptist Celebrates 125 Years 
28 Estate Planning 

There Are Ma ny Benefi ts Availa ble to You 
29 What's Happening 
30 Groups Address Religious Holidays in Public Schools 

Kat!ty Palen 
31 Opportunities and needs noted in Soviet Union 

BAPTIST I IERAl.0 <USPS 0-12;601 ((55~-0 (KJ5.;7om .... publl ... twd mouthh (1.'' '-''-'PI J,mu,1rv F"-·bru.1n .n h.I lul\ Aup1-.1 b•· 
mpnthly) bv th .. • Nt~rth ;\nwm •• rn B.1pli..,t Cl\llfl!rt .. ' lh .. ·1..-., ,1 bm.t ltP1MI -.1.ll\h.'rt.'lh'1.• 111 d u 1rdw ... iu C.1n.hl.1 .lnd tlw Unttt."1.I C..t,\11.'' I ..,P 
2 Jt)Sumrml t\vc..•. , 0.1kbn•l1k Tc..·rr,ic..t.'. II titll?-\1 Plw111..· (7tJS) .llJ;·:!Orn.I. F.n t i'thH -.lt)!>."\1ttl ~·u•11LI d,, ..,.., pu ... t,1,._;l' r.ud ,lt \ 111.1 1'.ir"-. 
I I 6018 1 .rnd .11 .1dd11i11n,1l m,1il111.,; lH llu '. .ln~I rq.~1 ... tc..•rl·d ,1 ... i....·u111d <...1.1 ...... \ 1,111 und\.·r r \.·rnul 11 1 n~; .11'l'rWl\.'h . t1nt.lfhl 

<;t.;BSCRll 'TI0.'1 l{ATFS m tlw l mt .. :d ~t.1h.'"' on , ..... .ir S..~ 011. two \' \."lr"' SI; 00. L.111.1d.1-~111c..• V\.'.t r 510 ;o. l hun.·h hnrnh 1'1.m 
<U m ted c;1,l lc.'-.)- S6 00, <C.m.1Ll ,1)-S~ 00. S111gli.· C(1pv <L ~ Sl-S I 00, h1r\.·1~n -.ub .. \.·npth1n tl.:; 9 - $lt'1 OP ,11w, ,•,u 

ADVERTJSI 'C RAfE S~ OO pt.•r md1 .. m~I\.• n•lumn C!l 4 mdit• .. ) hl.1t. k ,md wh111.· ()BJl"LARI F~ $.~0(1 L.., .;;qoo Ldn h• 

.11..·r omp.rny ob1tuMV, ( IOO ,,.,,rd I unit) 

Cl IANGF tlF ADDRES~. ~"to t.'1~ht \\' t.'t.'l.." n l11tu• rc..•t.1u1rt.,l ll1r 1. h,1nht.' , ,, ,11.ldn.'"' h1m1 .. 11 drc..·1.·11,t• d.1h: .md .1ddrt.• .... 1,1h·l 1n1m 

rc.."\"t.'lll ,., .. ul! C.....•nd .hhlrl'" 1.h11nht.' h1 B.1pt1 .. 1 I lt.•r.1ld ... ub ... \.nl'lh''" I~· ~Jtl 'umm11 ·\\\.' t>.1kl.,nu1k I c..•rr.ht.' II hlll~I 

\lcmbt.•r llf E\',1 n~c..·h",1l Pr\.''' "'"l'lhlllPI\ 

~l'"'" rt.•pc1rlc..'\.l ,md \h.'\''' 1.'\}'f1.• .... ,·d .Ht.' t\lH l\t'll' .... 1lr11' 1lw f''''''h'll 111 t h1.• '\.11rth •\lllt.'fll. .111 B.1p11 ... 1 L l1111,•rt.'lh.t' l l'nn1 ..... l m tlw 

uS.-\ I 

NOVEMBER l989 3 



Thank You, 
Thank You 

by G. Roger Schoenhals 

A 
woman boarded a bus. Every seat was filled. 

She was tired a~d carried several packages. 
Noticing her plight, a man stood and gra­
ciously offered his seat. The woman sat down 

and promptly fainted. 
After she was revived , she looked up at the man 

who had relinquished his seat and said, "Thank you." 
Whereupon he promptly fainted. 

Sometimes I feel like fainting when someone says, 
"Thank you." Those two words are about as rare to­
day as a Model T Ford. But wha t's worse than not 
hearing an occasional "Thank you," is hearing it from 
insincere lips. 

Like the "automated" lady at our local super-mar­
ket. She rings up my groceries, takes my money, and 
says, "Thank you for shopping at ." I can tell 
she doesn' t mean it because of the wearisome, sing­
song tone of her voice. And because she's looking to­
ward the next customer as she speaks. I walk away 
thinking I' ve been waited on by a machine. 

Saying "Thank you," to customers is probably com­
pany policy. And I suspect a t firs t she said it thought­
fully and with a smile. But as t~e days and "'.'eeks 
passed, the practice became a habit, and the habit be­
ca me a mechanical response. 

Come to think of it, expressing thanks was a lso rare 
in Jesus' day. Do you remember the ten lepers w ho 
were healed by Jesus? Only one came back and said, 
"Thank you ." 

A
s Chris tians, our "company policy" is: "In 
every thing give thanks" (I Thessa lonians 
5:18a). We are to be thankful people in con­
versations with others and in our prayers to 

Cod. Indeed, we who have been redeemed and enjoy 
the li ving p resence of Chris t in our lives have every 
reason to give thanks. We of all people should find it 
easy to say, "Thank you ." 

Consider the exa mple of the Apostle Paul. He was 
thankful for hi s brothers and sisters in Christ (Acts 
28:15), for the unspea kable g ift of Christ (II Corinthi­
ans 9:15), for victory through Chris t (I Corinthians 
] 5:57), for the ministry given to him by Cod (I Timo­
thy 1 :12), and for the spiritual growth taking p lace in 
believers (Colossians 1 :3-5). 

Paul knew the value of a thankful spirit and so he 
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exhorted others to follow his examp le. To the Philippi­
ans he wrote, "with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to Cod." He told the Ephesians to turn 
from worthless speech to thankful speech (5:4). 

But Paul goes even further. Giving thanks is to be 
not only associated with our prayers and speech, it's 
to flow from us in all that we do (Colossians 3:17). A 
lifestyle of thanksliving. 

Like the gal a t the check-ou t counter, we can become 
careless and cold in our giving of thanks. We can mou th 
words without expressing true gratitude. 

So how do we keep fresh and genuine in g iving 
thanks? How do we keep from expressing auto­
mated grati tude? 

I think we can do it by building a thankfu l prayer 
life. If we can nourish a thankful attitude toward Cod, 
we will find ourselves overflowing w ith thankfulness 
in our relationship to H is creation. The beauties of the 
world, the kindnesses of people, the various events of 
life will provide countless opportunities for us to say, 
"Thank you, Thank you." 

Before launching into your p rayer to God, spend a 
few moments meditating on H is greatness and good ­
ness. By focusing your thoughts on Him, you'll be­
come freshly aware of how worthy He is to receive 
your gratitude. 

Next, consider the blessings you have received from 
the Lord. James tells us that "Every good g ift... is from 
above" (1 :1 7). Enumerate som e of the good things that 
have happened to you . You have eternal life. You have 
a Cod who guid es you day by day. As my dad a lways 
used to say to me, "Son, you 've got a lot to be thankful 
fo r." 

Now, having consid ered His goodness and having 
coun ted your blessings, begin to express your grati­
tude item by item. Be specific. You might even wa nt to 
keep a lis t where you can add new blessings as they 
come to mind . 

And , fin~ll y, every so often devote you r entire prayer 
to thanksgiving. As k for nothi ng . Simply thank C od 
for_ every gift you can recall. The ex perience will revi­
t~hze you. You'll begin to discover the g ift o f tha nks­
~1vmg . And you' ll beg in to express genuine g ra titude 
m every a rea of your life. 

What Makes 
Worship Meaningful? 

The following contains informal excerp_ts from a 
conversation interview with three seminary pro­
fessors discussing the subject of wor~hip. You are 
'listening' to Dr. Ron Carlson, associate profes­
sor of evangelism and church developn:ze"!t, Prof. 
Denise Muir Kjesbo, instructor of Christian edu­
cation, and Dr. Hugh Litchfield, associate profes­
sor of homiletics. 

W hat makes worship 
meaningful for you? 

HUGH LITCHFIELD: When I am 
given opportunity through music 
and word to experience a bit of the 
transcendence o f God; just to be in 
His presence is a privilege. And at 
the same time, to sense the imma­
nence of Cod, that He is with m e; 
tha t He is there, that He is here. 

RON CARLSON: Worship is 
meaningful for me when there is a 
sense of orderliness of w orship, a 
sense of flow purposefully planned. 
There is room for spontaneity, but 
there is a direction . The early church 
modeled the dynamic of horizontal 
and vertical fellowship. People w ho 
haven ' t seen each other for a week 
or longer use conversa tion to renew 
their acquaintance and find support. 
Rather than seeing this as "blockage 
to worship," we need to incorpora te 
this as part of worship. It is bei ng 
free to converse w ith one another, 
and ha ve this as part o f worship. 

What are the historical roots of 
evangelical and liturgical 
worship? 
LITCHFIELD: What we have are 
the elements of worship, not how 
they were really used, or how 
important, or in what order they 
were particularly used. They 
wors hiped through forms like the 
Lord's Supper; they worshiped 
through baptism, through preach­
ing, through confessions of faith. So 
it is left to adaptation. There never 
has been any set way of " this is the 
way to w orship." 

CARLSON: I d on' t think we can say 
there is a biblical formula or pre­
scription for worship, but there are 
indications of how a church did 
worship. Some form of order is 
stressed in the Bible by Paul. 

LITCHFIELD: Every thing is to be 
done neatly a nd w ith order. It 
wasn 't just, "let's get together, and 
let's d o our own thing." There was 
some thought given to worship. 

Whenever you have a g roup of 
people meeting together, there has 
to be thought given to worship. 

Should music include tradi­
tional and/or contemporary 
music? 
DENISE MUIR KJESBO: We need 
music that meets needs of the 
variou s people in the congregation 
so they can indeed worship. Some 
people can worship through con­
temporary and som.e through 
traditional music. We need to have 
both kinds! Certainly, as you plan 
wors hip over a longer spectru m of 
time, you need , at times, a higher 
liturgy and higher participation 
and, at other times, maybe allow for 
a bit m ore continui ty, so people a re 
not a lways wond ering: "What are 
they going to make me do today?" It 
is a balancing act, and there is a real 
gift of discernment needed . 

LITCHFIELD: In m y church, we 
told people if they did not like the 
n-1usic we sang this Sunday, they 
shou ld come to the next service, and 
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Hugh Litchfield 

they may like that music. My 
theology of music is that God is a 
God of variety and speaks in many 
different ways, in many different 
forms, and in many different types 
of music. If we only used one type, 
then we limit the way God can 
speak. In some churches, it seems to 
be forgotten that there was music 
written before 1980 that is good 
Christian music for worship. 

KJESBO: Sometimes folks also 
don't realize there was any music 
written after 1980. 

CARLSON: More importan t for me 
than the form of music, though 
that's important, is the content. 
There are old hymns that are 
theologically incorrect or trite, and 
there are some praise songs that 
substantially are very sha llow. J 
have noticed that many times in 
worship hymns are chosen beca use 
of the melody rather than having 
anything related to the worship 
theme. 

LITCHFIELD: My concern about 
preaching a nd other parts of wor­
ship is that we're competing for 
priority. That we, as p reachers, are 
the reason to come to worship. The 
electronic media has fostered this 
image. "Here comes the preacher, 
spotlights on him, here he is . .. " ft is 
the "star complex," which is never 
wha t worship is. In the eva ngelica l 
tradition, preaching is a major 
component. But preaching is the 
mea ns to an end and that end is 
worship. Preaching mu st serve tha t 
end. Therefore, it is a part of wor­
shi p and not the only pa rt. Other 
parts of wor'>hip are not prelim inar-
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ies. Sermon, symbol, music, all of it, 
mus t be in place for true worship. 

CARLSON: Wors hip is the primary 
aspect in coming before God. In 
worship, we come into God's 
presence, and we address God. The 
other aspect is tha t God comes into 
our presence and addresses us . The 
sermon is primarily the word from 
God (in the form of worship) to 
God 's people and the application of 
that word in our lives. 

LITCHFIELD: A sermon is not 
casual chitcha t from God. A sermon 
is the Word, as a ll parts are. If it's 
the Word, people will take w hat you 
say as the Word of God. They w ill 
listen to you a nd believe you; 
therefore you, as preacher, must 
make sure that, to the best tha t you 
und erstand it, what you say is true. 

Ro11a/rl Car/so11 

How can we involve our 
"church people" in worship? 
LITCHFIELD: We need to use laity 
more in worship, but I think that 
when we use them, we ought to 
prepare them. We need to tra in 
them to read the Scriptu re and the 
responsive reading as well as to 
pray. We need to have la ity p reach! 
C hurch people should participa te in 
other aspects (besides congrega­
tional singing and the cho ir), but it 
is ou r job, as mini sters, to help them 
become worship leaders. 

l feel l haven con trnct with the 
church members who come to 
worshi p. My responsibility to them 
is to provide the best kind of 
experience for them. Noth ing will 
g_u a ra nt~e wor'i hip if the Spiri t of 
Cod 1sn t therl'. But my fee ling is, 

, 
f 

De11isc Kjesbo 

w hen we come to worship, that's a 
"given": The Spirit is there. 

KJESBO: There a lso needs to be 
ind ividua l prepara tion fo r worship. 
I've heard several say "the days of 
the Sa turday nigh t bath" and 
"polis hing shoes for Sunday" are 
definitely over. But maybe tha t 
helped us begin to think in terms o f 
prepa ring ourselves to meet w ith 
the people of God nnd worship . 

CARLSON: A worship service 
need s to be well p la nned . A worship 
comm ittee ca n function as a coop­
erati ve effort by a team of people 
from the congregation working 
together to p lan worship. 

KJESBO: We need to equip people 
in advance and then support them 
so tha t it is a n action-reflection. We 
equip our people in leadership, a nd 
then we meet together to discuss 
wha t happened las t week: what 
went well and in what areas we can 
grow more. 

LITCHFIELD: In the ea rly chu rch, 
what they d id firs t was worshi p and 
then went out and changed the 
world. Sometimes we d on't think of 
it th is way. We try to change the 
world, and then we come in to 
worship. The early church d id n't 
change the worl d and then d ecide to 
wors hip; they wors hiped an d tlw n 
they went out . 

Re1iri11 tc•d hy pcm1i~.,io11 fro111 " /1111mct" 
S11m1g 1989, Norf/1 lt111aim11 R1111ti~ t 
S1•11111111ry, Sioux /"of/ .;, SD. 

mission news 

Come With Me on 
Trek in Africa for 
Medical Clinics 
by Myrna Goodman 

A
fter an a ll-day drive, grip­
p ing the wheel to keep the 
motor o n the rutted , 
boulder-fill ed roads, we 

reached our farthest Mbem LAP post 
about 4 p.m. A woman sitting near 
the door of the Life Abundant Pro­
g ramme post held an eight-year-old 
g irl in her a rms. The child was lis t­
less and gave li ttle response. A brief 
check revealed the child had n se­
vere anemin, and we advised the 
family to take the child to Mbem 
Hea lth Center to receive a blood 
transfusion. 

Mymn Goorl111a11 

The next d ay, we lea rned the child 
had died about 4 a.m. We visited the 
com pound before beg inning the 
day's clinic. Though we explained 
that the cause of death was d ue to 
the " lack of blood," the fam ily de­
layed buria l to arrange for a "post 
mortem" exam to discover whether 
the cause of death was due to a spe ll 
cast on the child or \·vhe ther the child 
herself was a "witch." This would be 
d ete rmined by hoi,.v they v iewed the 
blood clot in the heart. 

During the next two days cli nics, 
we saw many more very malnour­
ished children in tha t area. What a 
cha llenge to try to encourage teach­
ing and preven tion of these problems 
w hen al l the people seem to want is 
med icine from the box. Lack of food 

is not a problem, but knowledge of . 
how to use it is. Other illnesses, such 
as sickle-cell anemia, may be checked 
if the anemia is found and trea ted 
early. Please pray that we may build 
up our LAP work in the villages with 
regular infan t welfare clinics and that 
needless d eaths may be prevented. 

From this village, we traveled to 
fi ve more in succession, each one 
having its own problems. The LAP 
program includes not only how to 
prevent disease but also presen ts the 
Gospel and gives spiritual counsel. 

At one vi llage, the church was 
trying to deal with the problem of 
six persons w ho had supposed ly 
been "transformed" into a leopard, 
and four of them had died. By the 
end o f our trek, all six had died, and 
one other child was believed to have 
d ied from the same cause. Our field 
pastor met us there and after show­
ing gospel films two evenings, 11 
p eople responded for counseling. 
The second evening, he asked a ll the 
church lead ers and Christians to stay. 
He gave a very good challenge on 
the power of God and the need for 
C hris tia ns to separate themselves 
from these beliefs. Please pray tha t 
they w ill be fa ithful to God's work 
and trus t in His power a lone. 

On our final trek to a sma ll v illage 
on the Mbaw Plain, we received a 
very positive response to the films. 
They were shown Friday and Satur­
day evenings. We closed with a chal­
lenge on Sunday morning using the 
Scriptures and simple message of 
"Steps to Peace w ith God." 

What a testimony to the power of 
God's Word as two came for fi rst­
time commitn1ent a nd s ix for coun­
seling a nd red edication. We ta lked 
w ith them and encouraged them to 
be fa ithfu l in Bible study and per­
sonal d evotions. What a need for a 
discip leship grou p! 

This church has no pastor now, and 
we can only pray that the Holy Spirit 
w ill continue to nurture and help 
these C hristians to grow. Will you 
join us in prayi ng tha t this would be 
the nucl eus to a real s pirit of renewal 
and reviva l for that church? 

Mymn Good111n11 of Sn11 A11to11io, Texns, 
is servi11g ns n slrort-tcn11 111issio11nr_11 
witlr tire Life Al11111rln11t Progrn111111e 
(LAP) i11 Cn111croo11. 

Worshipping in 
French 
by Scott and Ruth Clark 

''N
ous cha nteron s 
page 137." In the 
back row, a couple 
lis te ned intently 

and hesitantly began lea fing through 
the pages of their hymnal. At last, 
they found a page and snuck covert 
glances at their neighbor's books to 
see if they had gotten it right. Halle­
lujah! 

The highlight o f our first several 
months of worshipping in French 
was finding the r ight hymn. Even 
now, I s till feel that surge of excite­
ment w hen I get it right ... 

~ 
;:; 

<= 
V) 

-~~~--_J ~ 
Scott Clark 

Scoff , Ruth , a11d Kari~~n Clark 

A rece n t cove r o f the Bapt ist 
Herald proclaimed , "Wors hip the 
King." It h it me not as a suggestion 
or a good idea but as a comma nd -
something I must d o out of obedi­
ence to the Lord Jesus . "Worship the 
Lord w ith reverence" (Psa lm 2:11) 
and "Worship the Lord in the splen­
dour of His holi ness" (Psa lm 29:2) 
are o rders we need to follow. 

But, but, but Lord, I can' t \·Vorship 
in French-speaking Switzerla nd ; I 
d on' t even know the la nguage! The 

OVEMBER 1989 7 



mission news . .. . . -· ...... ,,., ) ..... ,.. i' rr""'irr"f.,....,... 
• ' L • .._._,._ L f • I ~ i.· ' I .~ •\.-4 \ ' , .,_._ i. .. ~ 

Lord's answer was clear, "Yes, you 
can - go to the assembly and look 
for my Presence." . . 

Our little church 111 Switzerland 
was called "Action Biblique" or Bib­
lical Action, a grea t name for a 
church! We had about 50 believers 
there who always greeted us with a 
smile and a friendly, "Ca va?" (how 
is it going?) 

The service is always the same -
prayer, announcements, two or three 
songs, prayer, and then the sermon. 
That's it! Perhaps once a month, there 
is a special number by the all-women 
choir or a cute elderly couple who 
sing duets. At a first glance, what is 
there to help us worship the Lord? 

The strangest things have come to 
our attention .. . we have sensed the 
presence of the Lord a nd wor­
shipped ... almost to our amazement. 
The simplest things ... such as a hymn 
to a tune we know ... have moved us 
to tears and a deeper sense of wor­
ship than we have known before. 
Other times, it has been the preacher 
(normally one of the members - the 
pastor only preaches once a month) 
giving a message with incred ible 
passion and love in his eyes. We 
don't know what he said, but he 
communicated God with his very 
life. 

It's rather ironic that one of the 
most difficu lt tasks we face as mis­
sionaries is going to church (not very 
spiritua l sounding, eh?). It's hard 
work, but ... there is always some­
thing that strikes us. First though, we 
have to come expecting God to touch 
us, devoting ourselves to worship the 
King. He alone is worthy! 

Scott, Ruth, and Karissa Clark, mission­
aries, have completed French language 
study in Switzerland, began serving in 
Cameroon, West Africa, a11d were flow11 
to the U.S.A. in October due to a herni­
ated disc in Ruth's back. 

Spletzer Organized 
Theological School 
Library in Nigeria 
MBU, NIGERIA. In the short time 
Trudy Spletzer was in Mambilla, she 
c a ta loged more than 1,200 book s, 

organized more than 120 sections of 

H BA PTIST H E R A LD 

books and magazines, d eveloped the 
card ca talog system, and provided 
visual aids for each subject in the li­
brary to help theological stud ents 

find books more easily. Trudy, who 
had served as a short-term mission­
ary previously at Hil lcrest School in 
]os, Nigeria, served this time as a 
volunteer-in-missions . Her task: to 
improve the Mambilla Baptist Theo­
logica l School library in Mbu, N ige­
ria. Trudy also visited four different 
churches on the Mambi lla Pla tea u to 
encourage each church. 

Not only d id Trudy, w ho comes 
from Kelowna, BC, advance the work 
of the Mambilla Baptist Convention, 
she a lso inspired us in our \·vork as 
missionaries to continue on with the 
work God has ca lled us to do. 

Six weeks is not a long time, but 
grea t things can be done over such a 
short period. God ca n also use your 
talents and g ifts to help His work 

• move ahead on our North American 
Baptist Conference mission field s. 

Will you consider how God ca n use 
you to help develop a nd promote the 
work of God's kingdom as a volun­
teer in missions? 

Cameroonian Pastors Lead Sunday 
School Teachers' Seminars 
NDU, CAMEROON. Pastor Timothy Ngonge, grad uate of the 
Ca meroon Baptist Theologica l Seminary with a Certificate of Theology 
and student in the present B.Th. class, led one of the four sessions at 
the Sunday School Teachers' Seminar in the Ndu area, Cameroon, this 
yea r. Some 50 Sunday school teachers of Ndu Field attended. 

Ngonge taught "Preparation to Teach a Sunday School C lass." 
Pastor Oli ver Nga la dea lt with "The Importance of the Sunda y School 
in Church Growth." A former pastor and present student in the Cer­
tificate of Theology Course, William Njah, lectured abou t "Method s 
for Teaching Adults." Missionary Annemarie Hattenhauer demon­
strated a nu mber of teaching a ids and methods to be used to teach a 
children's Sunday school class. 

Pray that all Sunday school teachers, who attended, w ill find 
continued joy and success in their teaching. 
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What Can 
Kids Do? 

by Mary Jo Stockdale 

W
hile in Cameroon as a 
Volunteer in Missions, 
I visited the children's 
ward at Mbingo 

Baptist Hospital. A three-year-old 
child grabbed my attention. His 
bandaged legs, bent at the hips, 
hung in traction. He would lay in 
this position for a t least another 
week. 

He had nothing in his hands and 
nothing to look at except nurses 
bustling from one patient to another. 
Added to these, a rather scary­
looking w hite doctor appeared once 
or twice a day, as well as mamas 
w ho tend ed other little sick folk 
there. 

"H e needs a toy or something," I 
said to Gene. 

"Oh, he has this balloon," Gene 
picked u'p an inflated 1.V. bag from 
the floor and gave it to him. 

That was the extent of the little 
boy's diversion. 

I put myself in his traction, and 
looked through the eyes of the 
beautiful little two-year-old Fulani 
child in another bed. I tried to feel 
w hat these children must feel, and I 
thought, "I'm going to make some 
stuffed animals for the kids to pass 
their time and to make this a more 
fri endly place." 

Stuffed animals about six or eight 
inches long would be just the toy, or 
some picture books on stiff cloth, or 
some put-together things, like 
things to button, snap, or lace. But 
when w ill I have the time or materi-

als to make such things? My ma­
chine is still in our cargo that hasn't 
caught up with us yet. 

Then I thought of my grand­
daughter w ith her multiple creative 
talents. I could sure use her here. 

W
ell, w hy not? Why not 
invite a host of other 
junior high and high 
school kids to get 

involved in something in add ition 
to their offerings - maybe a once-a­
month sewing, cutting, pasting 
time. Yes, the boys, could get into 
the act as well. 

Many boys and girls have the 
opportunity to take sewing and 

"lnas111uch as you 
J1ave done it unto 
tlte least of these 
1ny brethren, you 
Jiave done it unto 
n1e" 

(Mattlze'lv 25:40). 

woodworking classes in middle or 
junior high school. What about 
using their newly learned skills to 
make a toy?No, ladies, this isn' t for 
you. It's something our young 
people could do and have fun 

doing. They will also have the joy of 
knowing they' re making a signifi­
cant contribution to small, suffering 
children in the ward at Mbingo or 
Banso Baptist Hospitals and even at 
the clinics. 

I think of the little girl w ho was 
scared into terrifying screams when 
my husband Gene, a volunteer 
medical doctor, had to lance her 
foot. Wish I'd had a little toy to give 
her to calm her down. It would also 
have helped to let her know "Doc" 
was still her friend. 

You ask, what type of toys? They 
would have to be s turdy and 
washable, bright and colorful, with 
no removable eyes, noses, or other 
things that might get swallowed. 
Yes, these children know about 
trucks, taxis, and motorcycles, and 
they are even more familiar with 
trees, flowers, birds, and bugs. 

For the joy and open door to 
hearts, I don't think you can beat a 
toy. That almos t rhymes ... 

To give some joy, 
Make a toy; 
Send it to some ailing 
Little girl or boy! 

How about your youth group 
taking on a project like this and 
taking the responsibility of mailing 
it to Cameroon? 0 

Man) ]o Stockdale of Tacoma, WA, is a 
free- lance writer and has served with her 
husba11d Gene, a medical doctor, as a 
volunteer in missions in Cameroon sev­
eral times. 
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Kids of the 
Kingdom 
at Trenton 
Are Growing! 
by Maritza Patet 

Believing fully that children 
need !o be encouraged to 
grow m the Lord, and to be 
challenged · th · . . 

walk f m eir spmtua l 
' we ormed a gr 

"Kids of the K' d oup we call 
mg om " Tl · of eight to t . · i1s group 

Sund a e e~ children meet each 
ChurchY. vTening a t First Baptist 

in renton IL t I 
about th Cl . . ' ' 0 earn more 
means .e inst~an li fe and w hat it 

in practica l terms in th . 
young lives now. e1r 

The childre f' began . n, ages ive to eleven 
meetmg one and a h If , 

ago to m · a years 
this emonze Scripture. We called 

memory program, "Ke 
Crowing in the Lord " E h ys to 
each h'ld . · ac week 

c I received a verse of S . 
turew ·u cnp­
As ther~ en on a poster board "key." 
add erse was memorized it was 

ed to that c],1·ld's "k ' . 
Q · kl ' ey nng " 
~c y, t.he key rings began to fi ll. . 

sh ~ begm our meetings with a circle 
. anng time. The children tell abo t 
J~ys and I or concerns. Next th u 
cite the verses for the k .ey re­
we share ra wee . Fina lly, 
era] childr~n feeard r1.enquests and sev-
. ' prayer A · 
mg and praise time follows Thes1~~-f ren sing their favorite s~ngs ~~d 
~arn new ones. During the lesson 

time, we study such t . 
- how and wh op1cs as prayer 

ra y we pray, parts of a 
p yer. On one occasion to co· 'd 'th · mc1 e w1 a senes on the Lord' p b · s rayer 

emg taught by our pasto 
·ed th L , r, we s tud-
1 e ord s Prayer, defined term 
and together created our ve s, 
"K 'd f h ry own 

1 so t e Kingdom" 1 pa rap 1rase. 
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t;'aki11g ~.T-shirt with a message worth 
iearling: fes11 s /-las Rise11!" 

We have ta lked about missio nary 
service and have been made aware 
of all the countries w here the North 
American Baptis t Conference s up­
ports missionaries. Each ch ild then 
chose. a missionary fami ly to corre­
spond with . Receiv ing the replies 
from the missionaries has been de­
lightfu l and very informa tive. 

We most recently discussed church 
planting, how it is ca rried out, and 
w ha t is involved in starting a new 
church. We the n "ad opted " th e 
church p lanting chu rch in Caro l 
Stream, IL, (Corners tone Baptis t) and 

create a s h.irt that has a m essage 
worth readmg. Each child decided 
on a biblical concept or verse we had 
studied together and then created ~n 
the T-s hirts their own visu a l concept 
of it. 
w~ had a fun-time creating these 

T-shirts. When the kids wore the ir 
;,hirts to school, they commented, 

People rea ll y do read what sh irts 
say." It helped us realize we a re to be 
discr im inating in wha t we advertise 
and wea r a nd, hopefully, this will 
tou ch the lives o f those w ho "read" 
us in a positive way. 

"But Jesus said, 'Let the children alone 
and do not hinder them from coming to 
me; for the kingdom of heaven belongs to 
such as these"' (Matthew 19:14). 

wrote letters to encourage that con­
gregation . We drew p ictures of w ha t 
we thou ght their chu rch building 
might look like one d ay. They now 
send us their newsletter. Corners tone 
Bapti st Church has become a perma­
nent part of our prayer time, and the 
newsle tter gives us specifics to pray 
for. It's exciting to see the resu lts of 
our prayers. 

O n ou r project night, we discussed 
T-shirts. Why T-shirts, you mig ht 
ask? Well , we discussed all the things 
you mig ht read on clothing these 
days and decided that we'd like to 

Since then, we have vis ited a nu rs­
ing home near us, su ng songs, and 
served s nacks to the residen ts there. 

We've tri ed to e mphas iz e o u r 
Christian "learning" is no t a n iso­
la ted thing, b u t some th ing w h ich 
compels us to reach out, to do, to 
practica lly touch the lives of others. 
May God continue to grow His word 
m these you ng li ves ! 

Mnri!zn Patel, the pastor's wife at First 
Baptist Church, Trenton, IL, sl!rves as 
director of the group. Judy Stepp, 111other 
of two 11 1 the group, is n lender, n/so. 

DDD DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD 

Text by Leslie Yater and photos by Lois Wolf-Reilly 

S
ummertin1e - time for vacation. Why would 
twelve single adul ts and four college s tudents 
from Stockton, California, cross the country to 
spend a week of their vacation in inner-city 

Philadelphia? Was it simply to begin a Day Camp, to 
train o thers to do a Day Camp, or to take needed 
hands to remodel bathrooms and paint? No, we 
desired to be s tretched by God and to serve Him in a 
new environment. 

A new en vironment is exactly what we got! Inner­
city Ph iladelphia defini tely provided the cross­
cultural experience - everything from row houses 
s trewn w ith garbage and graffiti to groups of small 
children who, out of pure boredom, roamed the 
s treets late at night. This was a definite challenge for 
those of us w ho a re used to small-town North Stock­
ton and who rarely venture d own to South Stockton 
because of the dangers that lurk there! 

The dedicated members of Fleischma nn Memorial 
Baptist Church most graciously received the Quail Lakes 
Baptist Church group. The Fleischmann Church mem­
bers, small in number but mighty in their COIT'tm itment 
to God, d esire to minis ter to their neighborhood. 

We, as a team, gave of ourselves. We worked hard, but, 
I feel, we received more than we gave. 

T he Fleischmann people encouraged us as they gave a 
specia l welcom e. They told us how some in the congre­
gatio n had g iven u p their own vacations to work side­
by-side w ith us in both the day camp and on the con­
struction projects for the week. We learned fr?m .them . 
w hat m inistry tools, they feel, are most effective m their 
neighborhood. This Church, organized in 1843, is the 
oldest in the North American Baptist Conference. 

So together, we launched a day ca ~np for neighbor­
hood children . Approximately 46 children attended each 
day, even with two days of torrential downpour. The 
children lis tened , sang, and participated in all the 
activities. 

"The Qua il Lakes group, experienced in leading day 
camps, started the day camp program," says Pastor 
James Correnti, "and trained the Kingdom Builders 
supply team, who served for nine weeks. Their ministry, 
under the direction of Bart Campolo, made possible a 
summer-long day camp/ meal program, regular visita­
tion, and the deve lopm ent of an evening teen progra m ." 
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Day_ Ca~~~.'.j 

Brad (Quail Lakes 
Baptist Church) told 
mission stories to the 
child ren. 

Darcie and Konnie 
(right photo) (QLBC) 
ha nd ed ou t the 
"Word less Book" to 
the children and ex­
plained it to them. 

Konnie (QLBC) en­
couraged Nicole as 
she made her puppet. 

DD 

Paula and Knuffles (above) (QLBC) provide a Fourth 
of July puppet show in the park across the street from 
Fleischmann Memorial Baptist Chu rch . 

Following a presentation of the Gospel, 39 children 
spoke individually with cou nselors about what it 
means to receive Christ. The same night, counselors 
and church members visited 17 of the children's par­
ents to tell them of their child's response. They asked 
them if they were prepared to help their child grow 
spiritually. Through this, we shared the Gospel with 
parents four times. Becky (QLBC), pictured, told Bible 
stories to a day camp group. 
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J O Construction . ,. DD 
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Prior to their coming, two new showers were 
installed for the convenience of summer teams living on­
site in the Fleischmann Memorial Church building. They 
were provided by a grant fo r urban ministry ($3,200) 
from North American Baptist Conference Capital Funds. 
"This is the first time Fleischmann has received financial 
help from the Conference," states Pastor James Corren ti. \ 

Phil, (l eft 
photo) the Quail 
Lakes day camp 
leader, go t 
things ready for 
recreation with 
the help of a day 
camper. 

Blair (QLBC), 
cen ter, h elps 
ch ild re n w ith 
their crafts. 

Rich and Steve 
(QLBC) ins talled new 
s inks . The Quail 
Lakes Church had 
broug ht working 
funds for construction 
projec ts a nd food. 
Other groups contrib­
uted close to $8,000 
fo r the construction 
projects . 

They scraped the 
old paint off cement 
wa lls, ce ilings, and 
baseboard s, and re­
painted the kitchen , 
multipurpose room, 
remod eled two bath­
rooms , a nd the 
shower room as well 
as updated the water 
heating system. John 
lowered the ceilings 
in both the men's and 

s women's bathrooms. 
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"Little did we imagine that our informal d iscussions 
last spring with some leaders of Quail Lakes Baptist 
would be a catalyst for wha t was proba bly the most 
remarkable influ x of ou tside resources ever to come to 
Fleischmann Memorial Baptis t Chu rch," says James 
Correnti, pastor, (left). 

"Two seminary students, Bill Shoemaker (right) from 
our own congregation, helps carry on the youth pro­
grams through the rest of the church year. Stephen 
Reilly (center), North American Baptist Seminary, 
served from June 14 through August 3." Stephen (top 
right) taught an adult Sunday school class. Tom Long 
(left) participated in the discipling process. 

Stephen and his wife, Lois Wolf-Reilly, using their 
special gifts in photography and mu sic, developed a 
slide program to be used to create in terest in urban 
ministry. 

Lois (left) photogra phed Phylis Robinson and Ella 
Honore (Fleischmann members) as they prepared the 
spaghetti supper prior to the prayer service on Wednes­
day evening. 

New structures were formed for the growth of the 
Church in discipleship and leadership training using 
sma ll groups for intensive fellowship and Bible study. 
Pictured are (left to right) Andy Skinner, Ro Fletcher, 
and Al Fletcher. 
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DD Discipleship DD 

DD Choir DD 
I 

James Mc Duffy (left) of Fleischmann 
and Nate (Kingdom Builder) helped 
form a Gospel Choir. 

"We are thankful for the vision of our North 
American Baptist Conference to join hands 
and work together in a bold new venture in a 
great old city. We ask that you search y~ur own 
hearts and consider a call to an urban field, 
such as Philadelphia," challenges Correnti. 
"The short-term opportunities are great. 
Among them are day-care, tutoring, 
construction needs of every sort, and 
apprenticeship training to local residents. 
What could you offer? What are your plans for 
summer 1990? 

"All of our basic goals for su mmer ministry were 
met," reports Pastor Corren ti . "Clearly the greatest per­
ceived need concerned the youth and children. This 
sununer, a new you th group was formed, w hich helped 
d eve lop a n ew foo tho ld in the H unting Park 
neighborhood. The ministry of the en tire C hild ren's 
Department of the Church was streng thened. (Katie 
Stewart (right) plays an autoharp for Su nday school 
class songti1ne, assisted by Karen Cross, (ad ult left), 
Fleischmann member.) 

A
s Debbie, a Quail Lakes Ba ptist Church team 
member said before we had to return home, 
"We thought after we gave of ourselves, we'd 
be em pty, but that's not how it worked ou t. 

We are even more fi lled from this experience becau se 
of the love the people of Fleischmann showed to u s." 

Truly, God is good. He d id a mighty work during 
our "vacation" week and opened the d oors as people 
from d ifferent backgrou nds joined together for His 
purposes. Pray for Pnstor Jim Corren ti, co-pastor Greg 
Huston, and their dedica ted congregation as they fol­
low-u p on d ecisions made nnd work to rench their 
commu nity for Christ. O ur tenm extends a special 
thanks to Pastor Correnti a nd his wonderfu l Church. 
They daily modeled Christ's love before us - a bond 
of love has been created that none of us will soon 
forget. 

(co11ti1111ecl 011 page 20) 
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JUBILEE YEAR 
CELEBRATION EVENT!~-

I JUBILEE ADMINISTRATIVE 
BUILDING ADDITION 

Fiftieth _Anniversary of 
North Amen can Baptist Colleg 

19 9 0 H r 5~ years, the North America n 
;; ·· . •' 

NORTH To Commemorate the 1990 Fiftieth Anniversary 
:::::~:N of the North American Baptist College 

COLLEGE 
AND Baptist Conference has been train­

ing people on an Edmonton, Alberta, 
c~mpus ... fi rst a t 10810- 78th Avenue and DIVINITY SCHOOL 
smce 1968 a t 11 525 - 23rd Avenue. To mark 

I 

Cameroon Sonrise 
The year will begin with an exciting 

evangelis tic trip to Cameroon, Africa, by 
North American Baptist College and Di­
vi~ity School s tudents and faculty, along 
with North American Baptist Conference 
pastors and lay people. Your prayers are 
requested for this historic endeavor! 

Annual Sacred Concerts 

These concerts are scheduled for Cal­
gary on March 4 and Edmonton, March 
11. Caste in a historical motif, the Choris­
ters and music teams will reflect some of 
our his tory, which will continue as part 
of the repertoire for the Jubilee Chorister 
Tour in the Spring. 

Commenceme nt Services, 
April 28 and 29 

Look for participation by former lead­
ers, special recognition of persons hav-
111g distinguished themselves in the his­
tory of the College, along with the regu­
lar alumni and friends as they honor the 
graduates on this exciting weekend. 

J Jilee C honsh•r· four 

thi~ mile~tone, both with reflections of the p st and 
anhc1pahon of the futu re, a variety o f special events 
have been planned by the North American Baptist 
College and Divinity School for 1990. 

Ba ptis t H eritag e Confe rence 
May 24- 27 ' 

To t" . con mue the occasional Baptist 
Hen tage Conferences, which Canadian 
Bap~1sts have held in Ontario and Nova 
Scotia_ over the past twelve years, North 
~~encan Bap~ist College and Divinity 
f c ool has 111v1ted historians, both pro­
ess1onal and amateur, to gather on our 
~~u~ for another such conference, May 
o· . '. 990. Prof. David Priestley of the 
. 1v1111ty ?chool is organizing these ses-

s10ns, wh!Ch are open to all wh . 
ested · I 0 are 111ter­
hav 111 e~rning more of what Baptists 

e done 111 Canada since the 18th cen 
tu~ -

Ministe rs' Fami ly Conferenc 
August 7- 10 e, 

This N A B M · · t , F . . . . 1111s ers am1ly Conf 
ence, on our campus, wi ll fea ture ins e~­
rat1onal meetings good f II h. p -
laxatio d ' e ows ip, re-

. n, a~ many vaca tion attractions 
i:os t111g th_1s event will also be a hi I ~ 
light for this Jubilee Year. g 

1 

1968-1990 
the pastoral families can stay on. Dr. Bob 
Hicks of Philadelphia, honored as Chap­
lain of the Year by former President 
R~:mald _Reagan several years ago and 
d1shngu1shed speaker, wi ll be our g uest. 
'!Ve are ~!so anticipati ng a grou nd -break-
111g service for the Jubilee Building Addi­
tion. 

Reme1:1bra_nces of the pas t 50 years will 
b_e rnmpded 111 a special bookle t su mma­
n z111g through words and p ictures w hat 
CTI/NABC/DS have meant to and done 
in the lives of so many. A special calen­
d~r for 199~, highlighting the Jubilee year, 
wdl be available along w ith va rious other 
keepsakes. 

Details of these Jubilee a ttractions will 
A lumni Homecoming ?e given in future publications and mail-
Aug ust 10- 12 ' 111gs. We invite you to schedule your year 

The Choristers Tour will be extended Tl11S will be a relaxing f .1 so you ca n take advantage of many of 
to include many churches and events. f II · . ami Y event the w · h. I o ow111g immediately aft th M" . ' ays 111 w 1c i we plan to celebrate 
Look for your area in their itinerary! ters' Family Conference soe;h t e 1111s- 50 yea rs of God's favor to and through a ' ' m•ny of om School,. 

16 BAPTfSTH~~bl"atiffj /(JI" a ~!"ea.tel" Tomorroa1/ 

This is w hat the 
building addit ion 

w ill look like! 
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L_ 
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Estimated Cost: $175,000 (to he 11dj11stcd ) 

• A lovely reception entrance • A well-marked campus entrance 
• M uch needed office space for • A visible memorial to 50 years 

faculty and staff of God-honoring ministry 

Help us build for the future! 
The Alumni has pledged to supply the furnishings. 
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challenged to grow __ ~--------~---------------------------~---------

Count the 
Entry Points 

by Lyle E. Schaller 

JI w e ~ave a wonderful preacher; we 
enioy a superb choir; we have a 
good Sund ay sc hool; an d our 
people rea lly love one another " 

reflected a longtime member of First Church "H , 
~ome our church isn' t attracting a lot of tho~e ba

0
b; 

fomer~ who I read are returning to the chu rches? I've 
a waybs een t~ld the four keys to church growth are 
super preachm · · · 
da h g'. mspm ng music, an excellent Sun-
a/e:~efl~~t~~i~~~ndly p~ople. We have all four, p lus 
eled · mg, which we completely remod-

s1x years ago, and nearly 

is that a central reason may be a 
points for new people. 

Two Choices 

shortage of entry 

Most long-established chu rches resemble a large 
closed circle. Most of the resources are alloca ted to 
meeting the needs of the members already w ithin that 
circle. This includes the prio rities on the pastor's time 
and energy, the use of the build ing, the nature of the 
organizational life such as the Su nday school, the min­
istry of mus ic the women's o rganization, the p riori-

a hu~dred spaces of offstreet 
parkmg. Why don't we grow? 
Why aren't those young par~ 
ents responsible for this new 
baby boom coming here to our 
church?" 

' ties in th e expendi tures o f 
money, the use o f the time 

rtili?~ ~ 0 contributed by vo lunteers, .UOO,Uy. lN'flftlri?'~ and the dom ina nt approach to 
~~~~~ minis try. 

1 f that congrega tion is to 

That is a fair question. For 
~xample, the United States is 
m the midst of a new baby 
boom: The number of babies 
b?rn m 1988 was the highest 
since 1964. Millions from 
those two generations born 
between 1942 and 1965, often 
referred to as the "baby b ,, com-
ers, are returning to church 
after years of infrequent or 
rare attendance. Preaching 
music, the Sund ay school' 
~ffstreet parking, and attrac~ 
tlve .faci lities are important 
and mfluential facto rs in de­
tern:ining whether or not a 
particular congregation w ill 
attract a substa ntial number of 
new members. 
~hy d~es this congregation, 

which en1oys a ll fi ve of those 
assets, not attract a new gen­
e ra! io n of new members? 
While a detailed prescription 
would require an on-the-site 
diagnosis, a reasonable guess 
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BEING•.. --n--~- grow in numbers, it probably 
//HOUY//WOULO Sf . ,.;:r-- w ill be necessa ry to cha nge 

---~ the na ture of that closed circle. 
MORE WHOLESOME J · _4 One means of accomplishing 

tha t may be to bring in a new 
#/ ·;:Ifr ,t-;:,, pastor who will introduce a 

'/t'',/-/ Y/'/ _ _f!d2, new and differen t approach to 
ministry, att ract new people, 

L9n0:(6tablibhaf churdus 
~r~b~ 

targ-e' enctosect circtu t 
- FPJMJvc;<:,, 

change the s ty le of congrega­
tiona l life, alienate at least a 
few of the long time members, 
and trans form the culture of 

· ~ that co ngregation. Pas to rs 
who can accomplis h that are 
compara ti vely rare! Fa r more 
often, the cu ltu re o f that con­
g regation tu rns ou t to be more 
powerfu l a nd mo ld s th e 
newly-a rrived 1ninis ter to fit 
the tradit ion, style, e thos, ap­
proach to m inistry, schedule, 
goa ls, prio rities, and va lues of 
that congrega tion. 

Rather than p lacing the bur­
den on a nL'W m inister, a more 
productive alterna tive mi1 Y be 
to open up tha t closed circle 
to potential new members by 

creating a series of new and attractive entry points for 
newcomers. Rarely is this easy. 

Frequently, powerful pressures exist to make the 
nu mber-one priority finding new members who will 
help to perpetua te the status quo. This may be ex­
pressed as "Before we talk about a second service on 
Sunday morning, let's fill a ll the pews at one service," 
or "Ra ther than form a new circle in our women's 
organiza tion, let's try to get the new members to join 
those long-established circles that need new members 
if they're going to survive," or "Instead of talking about 
a new staff person to expand our program, let's first 
find someone w ho will visit our s hut-ins, or w ho can 
strengthen our you th program and maybe build up 
our Sunday school." 

Another Perspective 
Perhaps the most subtle factor of all can be found in 

those smaller congregations in w hich the basic ap­
proach to congregational life is built in either 1) one­
to-one relat!onships between the pastor and parish­
ioners .or .2) 1ssu.e-centered ministries. Both approaches 
o'.t~n limit t~1e s ize of a congregation. In many commu­
nities, desp1t~ a s harp increase in the population of 
tha t c.om1:nu111ty, those congregations remain on a pla­
teau 1~ size. In the vast majority of these situations, 
numerical wmv th will require a greater emphasis in 
the g.roup li fe of that congregation - and that means 
creatmg new groups for potential new members. 

What Can Happen? 
One 97-year-old congregation in Ohio that had been 

on a plateau with an average attendance of 145 at 
worship fo r the past 12 yea rs doubled in size in five 
yea rs following the arrival of a second staff member 
who was asked to ex pand the en try points. During her 
firs t year, she 

• recognized that congregation was organized pri­
marily around corpora te worship and the one-to-one 
rela tionships of the pastor \Vith ind ividual parishion­
ers, 

• identified a dozen volunteer allies who would help 
her create new entry points, 

• began to build a list of prospective new members 
with most o f the names comi ng from those who at­
tended the special events she scheduled , and 

M schedu led a total of nearly 100 new events and 
activit ies to w hich non-members could be invited . 

Among other things she 
• scheduled and organized an after-church picnic 

for everyone in the communi ty who had been rea red 
in Pennsylvania w ith subsequent Sundays for Indiana, 
Michiga n, Kentucky, West Virginia, IJlinois, and L'W 
York, 

• organi zl'd a four-session Divorce Recovery Work­
shop, 

• organized a new adult Sunday school class every 
year for those first five years, 

• organized a coed volleyball league that played 
three games a week in the church parking Jot that first 
summer, 

• took that congregation out of the cooperative inter­
church vacation Bible school held in June in previous 
years and unilatera lly organized one scheduled to be 
held in August, 

• enlisted a 63-year-old g randmother to organize a 
Mothers' Club for new mothers, 

• scheduled an appreciation day for all teachers 
employed in the local p ublic school system for the fi rst 
Sunday in September, 

• persuaded the leaders to expand the Christmas 
Eve sched ule from one to two to eventually four serv­
ices, 

• convinced the minister he should teach a new Tues­
day evening Bible study group if she would recruit the 
members for it, 

• su pported and encouraged two mothers in creat­
ing a Mothers' Morning Out cooperative child care 
program every Tuesday morning, 

• found a person who could lead a series of Mar­
riage Enrichment events, 

• identified a non-member couple who agreed to 
teach a Sunday morning class for developmentally dis­
abled people, 

• persuaded the governing board to add an early 
worship service to the Sunday morning schedule, 

• found someone to organize and direct a young 
adult choir for that ne\v worship service, 

• tal.ked the 1'.'inister into working with a planning 
commi ttee for six weeks before that first early sen·ice 
- and six of the nine members of that committee came 
from her list of prospective new members, 

• worked with two couples in organizing a Youth 
Club for after-school every Wednesday, 

• enlisted a member who agreed to teach a Thurs­
day afternoon women's Bible class, 

• organized three father-daughter roller skating Sat­
urday afternoon events, 

• when necessary, she presented her plans to the 
church boar~. as announcements rather than requests, 
followed by ... unless, of course, the Board objects ... ," 
and 

• during those first five yea rs spent a total of $9,000 
on advertising and $3,400 for outside leadership, a ll of 
w hich she rC1ised outside the budget. 

What ls the Price Tag? 
While that is far from a complete list of the L'ntrv 

poin~s for P.~)tential ne\\' members crl'cltcd by thb prt;­
duch\'e stc1tt person, these d o illLIStratc the methodt1l­
ogy slw fnlltH\'Ccl. For most of thl'Sl' ncvv cntry points, 
she l'nlisted ,, committee to hl'lp lwr. With bul a h.'\\' 
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exceptions, she always included at least two or three 
people from her list of prospective new members on 
that committee, and in several cases, a majority of the 
committee were non-members. She followed the basic 
generaliz_ation that most prospective members prefer 
to help pioneer the new rather than join the old . 

She followed a highly redundant approach to issu­
ing invitations. Most events were publicized via sev­
eral channels such as direct mail, stories, or advertise­
ments in the local newspaper, posters, flyers, radio 
spots, the local grapevine, and telephone calls. 

She recognized that while many people born before 
1935 made their initial contact with the church of which 
they ar~ now members on Sunday morning, a large 
proportion of the churchgoers born in the 1940s and 
1950s_ made that initial contact other than on Sunday 
morning. Therefore, she scheduled entry points for 
e~ery da~ of the week including trips, retreats, over­
night family ca mping experiences, etc. 

Finally, she understood the difference between ap­
proval and the withholding of a veto. Instead of seek­
ing ap~roval from the appropriate committees and the 
governing board, all she sought was the withholding 
of a ~eto, sometimes expressed as, "Well, let's try it 
one time a~d see what happens." 

Equa lly ~mportant, she did not wait for the boards 
an~ committees to take the initiative in telling her what 
to. ~- For the ~ost part, she fu nctioned outside the 
ex1stmg committee structure SI d h . 1e wante elp not 
arguments. She wa nted support n t . . ' 
understood and ff , o oppos1t1on. She 

d . I a irmed the value of ad hoc groups 
an smg e function task forces. She recognized that 
~~e[Ir o~le of the program committees had a full agenda 
com !t y _member-centered concerns. Rather than 
ing ~e:ewn1tth tha_t agefnda, she concentrated on creat-

ry points or future b R compete with th . . mem ers. ather than 
e nominating com ·tt f 1 teers, she enlisted 1 . mt ee or vo un-

with other d 1er own a llies. Rather than compete 
to the fin emands ~n the scarce resources avai lable 
money sl ance ~omm1ttee, she raised the additiona l 
giving. 1e nee ed through designated second mile 

This staff member' s methodology illu strates one 
approa_ch to expa nding the number of entry poin ts f 
~i~~~1al fu ture_ new n:embers . It also ill ustrates o; 
the val~~p~ftehnt1~l confl JCt. Her success a lso illus trates 

art f avmg one staff member (w ho ma be 
p - ime) concentrate on a single responsibilit . y 

po~~t~~~r r~~!~to~e~hs~ need to create ad_d i ti on~ I en try 
m your congregation d 1) 

see a need to open up what inf t . I , o_ you ' ac , is a c osed circle 2) 
expect the pastor can and will do a ll this 3) f . , b 
done by a nd through standing committeef~ e~ it ~ 
ho~ groups, 4) recognize it may cost money s/ b r a 
a smgle purpose staff member sh Id ' ~ ievc 
s ponsibility, and 6) th ink it will be ~~y aca~ry this re­
no opposition? c n encounte r 
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(co11ti1111erl from page 15) 

Why I Served God 
in Philadelphia 
This Summer 

by Andy Siamans 

W
as my fai th in Jesus C h rist worth 
anything? This was my big question 
a s I sa t down to think abou t the 
inner-city missio ns in Philadelphia. 

I had gone to church all of my life but had jus t 
r~cently b~come a believer and re-d ed icated my 
life to Chnst. I s tarted to grow in Chris t. Then I 
asked myself, "Was my faith in Jesus C hrist worth 
anything?" 

As I s tru ggled with this questio n, I lis tened to 
an excellent Christian speaker and found an C1n­
swer to my question. 
. Jesus sC1ys, "Follow Me - follow my lifes ty le, 

~1 ve CIS I do-'.' F.ollowing Christ's example and l iv­
mg as ~le d1? 1s what ChristiC1nity is a ll about! 

~ dec1ded.1f my fa ith in C hris t were worth a ny­
t~mg, my lifesty le would have to refl ect it. I de­
cided to g ive up my summer to work in Philadel­
phia's inner-ci ty. What a greC1t way to get a good 
s.tart towa rd the Christian lifestyle tha t I hope to 
hv~ for ~he rest of m y. life. So I joined Kingdom 
Builders Supply ~nd lived with e ig ht othe r tea m 
members _at Fle ischmann M e mori a l Baptist 
Church this summer. This Church, located in a 
pretty rough neighborhood of Phi ladelphia, has 
a lot of need s. For the entire summer we served 
Go~ by learning to organize a nd ru~ the child­
ren s youth programs for the church. 

in memoriam 

PATRICIA A MOORE, (58), Creston, 
BC; born Dec. 21 , 1930, to Howard and 
Leola Monosmith in Portland, OR; died 
May 20, 1989; married Fred G. Moore, ov. 
22, 1950; member, Pioneer C lubworker, 
C reston Baptist, Creston. BC; Pat and Fred 
served ilS North American Baptist Confer­
ence missionaries to japan, 1957-1976, 
where she taught English to Japanese chil­
dren; as pastor and wife at First Baptist, 
C hancellor, SD, 1956-57; Family Baptis t, 
Tigard, OR, 1976-80; Creston Baptist, 
Cres ton, BC, 1983 to present; survived by 
her husband, Fred; daughter, joy Kennard, 
Snohomis h, WA; two sons: Steve, Ed­
monds, WA, and Jim, Beaverton, OR; sis­
ter, Karen Roland; and five grandchildren. 

EDWIN CHARLES ASLI , (78), born to 
Ernes t and Florence Aslin, Feb. 9, 1911, at 
Marquis!, SK; moved to Robsart and later 
to Shaunavon, SK, in 1962, and to Swan 
River, MB, in 1968; married Mary Ginter, 
Aug. 21, 1968; member, Temple Baptist 
Church, Swan River, MB; predeceased by 
his parents, one brother, and one sister; 
su rvivors include his wife Mary; his step­
cl~ildren: Mildred (Tony) Stupak, Swan 
Ri ver, MB; Herbert (Deni se) G in ter , 
Burlington, ON; Donald (Sharon) Ginter, 
Flin Flon , MB; Elaine (john) Ritsema, 
Edmonton, AB; Marlene Ginter, Lacombe, 
AB; 12 grandchildren, two great-grandchil­
d ren; o ne brother, Lawrence (Eleanor) 
Aslin, and one sister, Mary Aslin; 'eal 
Effa and George Adrian, pastors, funeral 
service. 

GARY WIRZBA (47), Edmonton, AB; 
born March 16, 1942, in Marinshoehe, East 
Prussia; immigrated to Canada, 1951; 
died Aug. 6.1989; married Brig itte Lemke, 
July 1, 1967; missionary teacher, Joseph 
Merrick College.Ndu, Cameroon, 1970-72; 
returned lo the States in 1972 due to ill ­
ness; member, Zion Baptist Community 
Church, Edmonton, AB; taught Sunday 
school, Boys Club, V.B.S., church office 
secretary, and church organis t; survived 
by his wife, Brig itte, two sons: Brian and 
Be~in; his mother, O lga Wirzba, Leth­
bndge, AB; one s ister, Wilhelmine (Rich -
ard) Spiwek, Edmonton; four brothers: 
Emil (Margaret), Alex (Ingrid), and Eric 
(Ingrid), all of Lethbridge; Gunther (Irene), 
Calgary; predeceased by his fat lll'r in 
1987; the Reverends Harv Kirsch and H. 
Goliath, pastors, funeral service. In lieu 
of noral tributes, memorial donations 
may be made to Cameroon Baptist Mission 
for the youth camp there, c/o orth Amer­
ican Baptist Conference. 

AMALIA FICHTNER, (85), Kelowna, BC; 
born Nov. 16, 1903, in joanka, Poland, to 
Wilhelm and Christina Schoeps; died June 
27, 1989; married August Fichtner, Feb. 3, 
1926; immigrated to Canada (Prince 
George, BC) in 1928; member Trinity Bap-

list Church, Kelowna, BC; predeceased by 
her husband in 1973; survived by fi,·e sons: 
Herbert (Irene), Eugene (Ruth), Reinhold 
(Eileen), Prince George, BC; Larry (Jan), 
Calgary, AB; Bert (Cynthia), Kelowna, BC; 
two daughters: Trud y (john) Wiens, 
Ashcroft, BC; Tobie (Henry) Wiebe, 
Kelowna , BC; s ixteen g randchildren; 
eleven great-grandchildren; sister, Marth11 
Streckenback; Rev. George Breitkreuz, 
pastor funera l service. 

OR. THORWALD WARNER BENDER, 
(81), Hales Corners, WI; born June 2, 1908, 
Steglitz, Germany, to Mr. and Mrs. Carl J. 
Bender, pioneer missionaries to Cameroon, 
West Africa, beginning in 1899; immi­
grated to the U.S.A. (Watertown, WI); 
married Gertrude Jaeger in 1930, who pre­
deceased him in 1985; graduated from 
Sioux Falls (SO) College, Western Reserve 
University, Northern Baptist Theological 
Seminary; further s tudies: Marquette, Yale, 
and Princeton Universities; ordained in 
Lebanon, WI; served Baptist churches in 
Leba non and Milwaukee, Wisconsin; 
George, Iowa; Cleveland, Ohio; Flint , 
Michigan; Emery, South Dakota, and Roch­
ester, New York; professor, philosophy of 
religion ;md theology, Northern Baptist 
Semina ry (1950-59), professor and dean of 
faculty, professor emeritus, research librar­
ian, Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
Philadelphia, PA, 1959-74); alumnus of the 
year, 1983, Northern Baptist Seminary; 
secretary (ten years), Roger Williams Press 
Board, Nor th American Baptist Confer­
ence; and various committees, counci ls, 
and advisory boards of the Wisconsin 
Baptis t Convention and the American 
Baptist Convention; commission member, 
Baptist World Alliance; well-known 
speaker; articles published in professiona l 
;md denomination journals, including Da 
5t'llrllmte and Baptist Hernlrl; survived by 
three sons: Robert, Lisle, IL; James, Clar­
endon Hills, IL; Charles, Endwell, Y; and 
daughter, Jeannette Lining, Spokane, WA; 
brother, Armin; sister, Helga (Carl F. H.) 
Henry; eight grandchildren; several g reat­
grn ndchildren; p redeceased by two broth­
ers, Herbert and Carl, and one sister, Erica; 
Rev. Jack Jones, pastor funeral service. 

MARGUERITE HULSEBUS (64), Creston, 
NE. born Mav 8, 1925. to Henry and Tina 
Gehring; died Julv 18. 1989: m<trril'd Ortnn 
Hulsebus, June 22, 1951; m ember, 
C resto n Baptis t Church, Creston, E; 
survived by her husband, Orton; son, 
Paul, Creston, E; two daughters: Lisa, 
Columbus, NE, and Ellen (Thomas) 
Nea l, Omaha, E; six brothers: Ray ­
mond, Platte Center, E; Robert, Walter, 
and Julius, Columbus, NE; Harvey, 
Clifton, CO; Henry, Mulvane, KS; two 
grandchild ren; predeceased by her 
pa rents and in fant brother; the Rev. 
Marlin Mohrman, pastor, funeral service. 

(Robert) Minnice, Windsor, 0 ; Ruth 
(Raymond) Bareham, Lambeth, 0 ; Lois 
(Terry) Summach, Saskatoon, SK; two 
sons: Kenneth, Idaho Falls, IO; Edward, 
Campbell River, BC; 16 g randchildren; 
four great-grandchildren; one sister, Lydia 
Stebner; Rev. F. C. Hicks, pas tor, funeral 
service. 

REV. PETER PFEIFFER, (79), born July 31, 
1909; died Ju ly 21, 1989; survived by his 
wife Nata lie; his daughter Natal ie A. Das; 
three grandchildren, and two g reat-grand­
children; two brothers: C<trl <tnd Robert; 
three s is ters : Martha Oster, Elisabeth 
McCoach, and Lydia Richards. Memorial 
service, orth American Baptis t Home 
Chapel, Philadelphia, PA. 

GEORGE VOLLMER, (81), Bismarck, D; 
born June 29, 1989, to Fred and Emma 
(Kiemele) Vollmer, Odessa, Russia; mar­
ried Annie Stroh, March 4, 1933; member, 
Bismarck Baptist Church, North Dakota; 
sinci/1952; survived by wife, Annie; two 
daughters and one son-in-law: Darlene 
Turitto, 13ismarck, and Vernell and Rick 
Quinn, Rapid City, SD; two sons and one 
daughter-in-law: Eugene, Bismarck, and 
Gary and Linda, Champlin, MN; 12 g rand­
children; and 8 great-children. 

KARL SCHMULAND, (90), Winsor, 0 1 ; 
born March 8, 1899, to August and Rosalia 
(Kubsch) Schmuland, Ludsk, Yolhynia, 
Russia; died July 1, 1989; immig rated to 
Canada (Saskatchewan) in 1912; married 
Martha Fritzke, 1921; member, trus tee, 
Sunday school superintendent, church 
clerk, deacon, Baptist Church, Fenwood, 
SK; member and deacon of Riverside Bap­
tist Church, Windsor, 0 ; survived by his 
wife. Martha; five daughters: Gladvs 
(David) Rowan, Windsor, 0 ·; Margaret 
(Richard) Tessier, Ft. Meyers, FL; Elsie 

WI LLIAM J. SCHOE HALS(85>.Sha ttuck, 
OK; born June 30, 1903, in Shattuck. OK; 
d ied April 16, 1989; married Marie L. 
Herber Aug. IR. I CJ28; nwmbl'r, EbL'lll'LL'r 
Baptis t Church, Shattuck, OK; served as 
Sundav ~ch1>nl ln'a .t irC'r . trustee. a nd de>.'· 
con: predeceased bv his parents, three 
brothers, a nd one sister; su rvived bv his 
wife. Marie; two sons: DanRav. Shattuck 
OK, Glen W., Oklahoma Citv. OK; on~ 
daug hter, Anne Carman, Chickasha, OK; 
threl' brother!>. john (deceased Mav 27, 
1989), Reuben ,ind Alvin; three s i.sters: 
Victoria <;chaefer (deceased Mav 3, 1989), 
Hulda Kelln and Minnie Schoenhals; one 
niece; seven grandchildren; and two neph­
ews; Re\' FrC'd Fuch5. pastor. funeral 
service. 
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President's 
Focus 

by Manetta Hohn, 
W.M.F. president, 
Kelowna, BC 

I 
have been thinking about 

loyalty for a long time. Perhaps 
because I have become aware of 
situations where disloyalty was 

evident. There is a lack of loyalty in 
our society today and, sad to say, 
often in our churches, too. A com­
mon thinking pa ttern is, "If it · 

d oesn' t suit my thinking or w ishes, 
I'll go elsewhere, or I' ll find another 
par tner." This dis turbs me. 

The dictionary defines loya lty as 
being true, faithful, unswerving in 
allegia nce, determ ined to help the 
cause. How d o we measure up to 
these definiti ons when it comes to 
our church, the one to which God 
has d irected us? According to 
Scripture, I believe God has or­
dained the local church as the 
avenue through which His work 
should be carried ou t. This being so, 
He expects us to be loya l to our 
church - to pray for it, to support 
it, to serve w here we can. We will 
not find a perfect church, because 
we are not perfect. You would 
p robably agree that you and I, and 
the church collectively, are in need 
of renewa l. It need s to be our 

responsib ility and ded ica tio n to God 
to seek H is w ill fo r ourselves and 
our church in this matte r. This is 
where loyalty comes in. No matte r 
w hat the s itua tion, we need to seek 
God 's will and a llow Him to work. 

As women, we have the wonder­
ful privilege of serv ing C hrist 
through our church, especia lly 
through the W.M.F. Perhaps your 
women's group is no t all you w ish it 
to be, bu t then, ask yourself: "Am I 
doing a ll I can to p rov ide fo r a 
meaningful minis try?" The effec­
tiveness of our loca l women's 
m inistries and our Conference 
W.M.F. w ill, to a large extent, 
become possible th roug h a united , 
loya l commitment to the work God 
has g iven us to do. This is God 's ca ll 
on our li ves. 

H ow is your loyalty? 0 

Thankful for Our Heritage 

McDermot Avenue Baptist Church, Winnipeg, MB 

O
n May 2, 1989, 130 women 
assembled at the Mc Der­
mot Avenue Baptist 
Church, Winnipeg, MB, to 

pay tribute to the fa ithful witness of 
their sisters of yes teryear, to pra ise 
God for His good ness, and to 
celebrate 100 yea rs of service. 

Minni Mueller organized the 
original McDermot Women's 
Missionary Fellowship on March 5, 
1905, wi th 20 members. She was 
p resident of this group for a total of 
27 years . Only three years after their 
organization, the group had grown 
to 50 members. At a time when 
women's excl usive concerns were 
thought to be "Kinder and Kuchen," 
this courageous woma n taugh t a 22-
member young men's class. 

These women touched various 
corners of the earth by send ing 
financial support to a mission 
evangelizing Jews in Mexico and 
und erwriting the support of a Bible 
worker in fndia. 
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Mi1111i Mueller 

In the early 1920s, Mrs. J. 
Leypoldt, the pastor 's w ife, a lso 
ta ught a young men's class. They 
called themselves "The Reliables." 
Reports state that Mrs. Leypold t 
had "a great influence on her class, 
as she made it her special effort to 
bu ild up and prepare these young 
men to be leaders for the future." 

After both World War I and World 
War II, the women worked sacrifi-

cia lly, packing and sending Relief 
Pa rcels to Europe. Wi th the help of 
the men, heavy ba les of clothing 
rea d y for shipment were shoved 
throug h the basement windows of 
the church right onto the s idewa lk 
to be loaded onto trucks and taken 
to the ra il road a nd bus s tations. 
Recipients o f this p ractical help o f 
sharing God 's love were presen t a t 
this homecoming evening and 
remembered w ith gra titude. 

The women also sewed baptisma l 
gowns and paid for tables tha t the 
men built for the church, fed and 
b illeted vis iting evangelis ts and 
missiona ries, cooked for you th 
banquets a nd conferences, and 
served refreshments for all socia l 
functions of the church. 

During the heig h t of the postwa r 
imm ig ra tion in the la te 40s and 
ea rly 50s, McDermot's members hip 
g rew pheno menally, and the la n­
guage issue (German versus Eng­
lish) created problems. As these 

painful situations were worked out, 
they even tu a lly led to the birth of 
daughter and s is ter churches. The 
s ituation was simila r to a family in 
w hich the children begin to exert 
pressure to ga in their independence 
and cut the a pron strings. But when 
these teenagers become adults, the 
growing pains are forgotten, and a 
deep love and respect exists be­
tween parent and adult child . That 
is the point a t which the women of 
the various Winnipeg churches find 
themselves today and why it was 
such a pri vilege for them to cele­
bra te a century o f grace and commit 
themselves to serve the Lord in the 
future as their mothers, grandmoth­
ers, and g rea t-g randmothers had in 
the pas t. 

The King's Daughters Society had 
its beginning in 1930. Tod ay both 
women's g roups, w ith a combined 
membership of about 90 women, 
form an integral part of the 
women's ministr ies of the church. 
They serve one God and pursue the 
sa me goa ls. 

With the psa lmist they say, "The 
lines have fa llen to me (us) in 
pleasant places; indeed m y (our) 
heritage is beautiful to me (us)" 
(Psa lm 16:6). 

Commanded to 
Care 

''women o f Hope" 
is the name o f a 
g roup of women 
who hope tha t 

one day their husbands w ill come to 
know the Lord . They meet together 
to study and pray, to interact and 
express their burdens and concerns 
a t Sunshine Ridge Baptist Church in 
Surrey, BC. 

"Our focus is not on our husbands 
so much as it is on us as wives," 
says Giselle Wood. "All too often we 
can drive our husbands away from 
Christ by preaching and pleading 
their need of salvation; ignorant of 
the fact that they cannot understand 
us (1 Corinthians 2:14). As a result, 
walls go up, communication stops, 
and nothing is done for the cause of 
Chris t. We are learning through 
Scrip ture to be the god ly wives tha t 
God has called us to be, as well as 
realiz ing the wonderful opportu nity 
we have to show our husba nds 
Christ's unconditional love." 

"Women of H ope" have been 
s tudying the book, Beloved Un-

believer by Jo Berry. Giselle adds, 
"When we d epart, hopefully we are 
refreshed and encouraged to go 
home and love our husbands 
beyond their earthly comprehen­
sion." 

Tools for Ministry 
Daughters of the Chu rch by Ruth A. 
Tucker and Walter Liefeld . (Zon­
dervan Publishing House, ©1987) 
A fascinating account of women 
in the church spanning nearly 
2000 years, telling events, aspira­
tions, disappointments, pa tience, 
and achievement that mark the 
history of daughters of the 
church from the time of Jesus to 
the present. 

Women of the Bible Tell Their Stories 
by Mary E. Jensen. (Augsburg 
Publishing House, ©1978) 
Through the powerful medium of 
d rama tic monolog, 19 women of 
the Bible tell us their own stories, 
heightening our awareness of 
them in Scriptu re and their 
important message for tod ay. 

British Columbia W.M.F. Observes 40 Years 

T
he Women's M issionary 
Fellowship of the British 
Columbia Associa tion 
celebra ted their 40th Anni­

versary during the British Columbia 
Association meetings held in 
Osoyoos, May 25- 28, 1989. Mrs. 
Helen Siewert, Ed monton, AB, was 
guestspeaker atthe luncheon 
a ttend ed by 140 women. 

In observa nce o f the anniversary, 
Mrs. Ru th Hiller, a charter member, 
shared her memories of events over 
the past 40 yea rs, and Mrs. Maria 
Wa ltere it cha llenged the women to 
continue to "Reach New Heights" in 
the years to come. 

The three original women 's 
grou ps have grown to 26 with three 
new g rou ps ad ded in 1989. 

L. to R. Vi Stork, White Cross cltnir; Dorotilen F11/mnn11, vice presirlrnt; /-/elm 
P11dlns, president; Mnry Leoppky, treasurer; Merle Eisner, secretary. 
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I Called to Worship 

Southwestern Association 
Hears Thielenhaus on 
Worship 

• STAFFORD, KS. Calvary 
Baptist Church hosted the 
17th annual Southwestern 
Association meetings July 
14-16. Dr. John Thielen­
haus, pastor, Village Green 
Baptist Church, Glen 
Ellyn, IL, addressed the 
theme for the sessions 
"Worship ... to Delight in 
God." His topics included 
The Primacy, the Purpose, 
the Power, the People, and 
the Practice of Worship. 

Tl~e s.aturday evening 
service included the choirs 
of Calvary Baptist, 
Stafford; First Baptist 
Ellinwood, KS; and ' 
Meadow Hills, Aurora, 
CO. It was truly a practice 
of worship! 

The Rev. Elmer and Mrs. 
Ruth Strauss, speakers for 
the men's and women's 
groups respectively, com­
pared worship in our 
churches and those on the 
mission fie ld. "Mission 
Fever" soon spread from 
such enthusiastic represen­
tatives. 

Business was conducted 
throughout the sessions. 
The Rev. James Derman 
was the host pastor with 
the Rev. Roger Ca uthon 
serving as moderator. -
Kathryn Hett 

Worship Takes on New 
Meaning at Elk Grove 
Church 

• ELK GROVE, IL. "Wor­
ship has taken on a new 
meaning at Tri-Commu­
nity Baptist Church since 
we have examined the im-
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perative of worship in 
relation to our overall 
ministry," reports Pastor 
Jim Vyleta. 

The morning worship 
service has been designed 
so that every part of the 
service is viewed as an ex­
pression of worship. 

"Our leaders, along with 
other gifted individuals, 
have administered a music 
ministry that is contempo­
rary and dynamic in mov­
ing our hearts to worship 
God," adds Vyleta. "In our 
adult Sunday school class, 
we are studying the Vision 
2000 Biblical Imperatives 
in relation to our personal 
lives and church." 

"Worship 2000" Ad­
dressed by Litchfield at 
Nebraska Fellowship 

• COLUMBUS, NE. 
"Worship 2000" was the 
theme of the Nebraska Fel­
lowship held at Shell 
Creek Baptist Church. Dr. 
Hugh Litchfield from the 
North American Baptist 
Seminary, as guest 
speaker, focused on 
worship. 

Area Minister, the Rev. 
Milton Zeeb, gave the 
South Central Area Minis­
ter's report. Special music 
and yearly reports were 
given by Creston Baptist, 
Redeemer Baptist, and 
West Side Baptist. The new 
pastor of Shell Creek 
Baptist, the Rev. Richard 
Lute and his wife Pat 
were welcomed into the 
Nebraska Fellowship . The 
offering was designated 
for the support of Clyde 
(former pastor of Shell 
Creek) and Barbara 

Zimbelman, missionaries 
now serving as house 
parents at Woyke House, 
Jos, Nigeria. - Ruth A1111 

Behlen 

Tabor College Group 
Presents Concert at Ne­
braska Church 

• COLUMBUS, NE. Har­
vest Crew, a music minis­
try group of eight from 

Tabor College, presented a 
rnncert a t Shell Creek Bap­
tist Church. "Pray for us, 
as a Church, as we learn to 
know God more deeply, 
learn to worship Him 
more fully, and to enjoy 
the privilege of fellowship 
with Him," says Ruth Ann 
Behlen. 

I Commissioned to Witness J 

Praise God for People 
Receiving Christ as 
Savior and for His 
Growing Church 

•MELVILLE, SK. Pastor 
Bill Gould baptized one 
young man at Melville 
Baptist Church. - Shirley 
Hen111111 

• HUNTER, KS. Pastor 
Anthony Dickerson bap­
tized three girls and wel­
comed them into the mem­
bership of Bethany Baptist. 
Two adults were wel­
comed by membership 
transfer. - Katherine 
Loofbourrow 

•HUTCHINSON, MN. 
Pastor Harold Kelm bap­
tized two adults in a 
nearby lake. Eleven people 
were welcomed into the 
membership a t Bethany 
Baptist Church. - Kathryn 
Froemming 

•MARION, KS. Recently 
four people were baptized 
by Pastor Steve Vetter, 
Strassburg Baptist Church. 
These four a long with 
seven other people were 
received into the Church 
membership. 

• ELK GROVE, IL. Tri­
Community Baptist 
Church is thankful to the 
Lord for the five new 
families who have taken 
an active part in the life of 
the Church. "We hope to 
reach many other families 
in our community with the 

gospel of Christ," says 
Pastor Jim Vyleta. 

Alpena Church Dedicates 
New Land Site 

• ALPENA, MI. Approxi­
mately 100 members and 
friends gathered August 
16 for the dedication 
service, "Stake Our Claim" 
of the 18-acre building site 
for Ripley Blvd. Baptist 
Church. It w ill be renamed 
Word of Life Baptist 
Church. 

Pastor Fred Sweet con­
ducted the service 
centered on Moses 
viewing the Promised 
Land (Deut. 34). "The key 
to our success and growth 
lies not in numbers or size 
but in the Word of God 
and being people of the 
Word, preaching it and 
living it," said Pastor 
Sweet. "Our priority is 
reaching the people in the 
community w ith the Gos­
pel." 

Some children unveiled 
the sign w ith the future 
name of the Church, Word 
of Life Baptist, facing Ba­
gley Street. The Rev. Jacob 
Ehman, former pastor, 
gave the prayer of 
dedication. - Doris 
T11nz b11/I 

Drama Presentation and 
Kids' Crusade Held at 
Carrington Church 

• CARR1NGTON, N D. 
The Covenant Players - a 
three member Christian 

drama g roup - presented 
a unique program at 
Calvary Baptist Church. 

A kid 's crusade was 
held a t the Church with 
Dan and Merilee Otteson. 
The Bethel Chapel and the 
Federated Church a lso 
participated in the evening 
meeting for ages three 
through grade six. 

"Our pastor, the Rev. 
Loren D. Franchuck, re­
cently taught a baptism 
and church membership 
class," reports Violette 
Pepple. 

Chicago Churches Merge 

• CHICAGO, IL. North­
west Fellowship Baptist 
Church is the new name 
for the former Foster 
Avenue Baptist and 
Mayfair Park Baptist 

Churches, consolidated 
August 28, 1988. North­
west Fellowship Baptist 
Church's founding church 
hails from the First 
German Baptist Church, 
Chicago, that was formed 
in 1858 and survived the 
great Chicago Fire, the 
American Civil War, and 
two World Wars to mother 
nine new churches. A 
merger in 1949 and a new 
facility erected in 1950 at a 
new location created 
Foster Avenue Baptist. 
Mayfair Park Baptist, 
formerly German Baptist 
Mission, was established 
in 1958 as an offspring of 
Foster Avenue Baptist by 
56 members when German 
immigration required min­
istry to German-speaking 
people. - Margaret 
Hase11berg 

[Compelled to Serve 

Youth a t Crystal Springs 
Learn about Conference 

• CRYSTAL SPRINGS, 
ND. Youth at a senior 
camp at Crysta l Springs 
Baptist Camp in North 
Dakota received interest­
ing and informative 
instructions as Area 
Minister Ralph Cooke 
helped them understand 
how the North American 
Baptist Conference oper­
ates. 

Along with his daily 
studies on Vision 2000, 
which included emphasis 
on the six Biblical Impera­
tives, Cooke used the hu­
man body to explain the 
organiza tional structure of 
the Conference. He 
pointed to the head to 
represent Jesus Christ and 
His Lordship, the neck as 
the Interna tional Office 
Staff, the right arm - the 
Missions Department, the 
left a rm - the Church 
Growth Ministries 
Department, the right 
shoulder - the North 
American Baptist Semi-

nary, the left shoulder -
the North American 
Baptist College and 
Divinity School, the heart 
- the Area Ministries De­
partment, the abdomen -
the General Council, the 
five fingers on the right 
hand - the five overseas 
mission fields, and the five 
fingers on the left hand -
the divisions of the Church 
Growth Ministries Depart­
ment: Church Planting, 
Evangelism, New Day, 
Women's Work, and Youth 
Work. He also had the 
youth memorize the num­
ber of churches and asso­
ciations in the Conference. 

Each morning as Cooke 
pointed to a different part 
of the body, he made 
learning fun as the you th 
responded with the appro­
priate Conference name. 

Special Services at 
Melville Recogn ize 
Service 

•MELVILLE, SK. Melvi lle 
Baptist Church has had 
many special services in 
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recent months: An 
AWANA Awards Sunday 
with guest speaker, Hans 
Serger, presenting his pup­
pet ministry; an AWANA 
leaders recognition 
service; a recognition of 
graduates service; a Baby 
Dedication for three; a 
commissioning service for 
Linette Reinheimer, 
summer missionary to the 
Philippines; a music and 
testimony serv ice with 
Doug and Beth Snyder, 
North American Baptist 
Seminary; and a presenta­
tion by Estate Planning 
Representative for Canada, 
Mel Bergstresser. - Shirley 
Her111n11 

"Vision for the Future" 
Banquet Held at Melville 

• MELVILLE, SK. A "Vi­
sion for the Future" ban­
quet was held after a 
morning worship service. 
This time of fellowship 
was an opportunity to 
praise the Lord for what 
He has done in and 
through our Church in the 
past and to challenge 
everyone to have a vision 
for the future ministry of 
our Church. The Rev. Jake 
Leverette was guest 
speaker. - Shirley Her111n 11 

Minnesota Youth Serve in 
Texas 

• APPLE VALLEY, MN. 
Thirteen Minnesota / La 
Crosse Association you th 
and sponsors went to min­
ister through vacation 
Bible school at La Ig lesia 
Bau tista Central Baptist 
Chu rch in Edinburg, 
Texas, in August. 

112 Enjoy Reunion in 
Kelowna 

• KELOWNA, BC. A 
unique reunion took place 
as members of the 1940s 
young peoples group of 
Grace Baptist Church met 
to renew acquaintances 
and praise God for His 
guidance over the past 40 
plus years. The reunion 
was hosted by the 1940s 
group now members of 
Trinity Baptist. 

One hundred twelve 
people enjoyed many 
events and programs 
throughout the weekend: 
music, skits, tes timonies, 
pancake breakfast, boat 
cruise, and barbecue. Sev­
eral pastors and missionar­
ies w ho orig inated from 
this group spoke. 

"Best of all we a ll felt as 
we did then - a real love 
for each other - because 
we were bound in the love 
of God begun w hen we 
were members of a caring 
young peoples group," re­
ports Lena Spletzer. 

Kyle Women's Group 
Hears Lengefeld and 
Stork 

• KYLE, TX. The W.M.S. 
of Immanuel Baptist re­
cently held its annual 
Church picnic at the home 
of Emma Hill , W.M.S. 
president. 

The Will iam Lengefeld 
family, missionaries to Ja­
pan, presented a program 
of their work. Their par­
ents are Mr. and Mrs. Kurt 
Lengefeld of Kyle. 

Another guest vvas Pas­
tor Gordon Stork, South 
Austin Fellowship, s haring 
news of the seminaries. 
The offering for ed uca­
tional institution~ was 
$174. - Martha 
Scli me/ tcko11 f 
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Commanded to Care 

Bellwood Church Offers 
An After School 
Alternative 

• BELLWOOD, IL There 
is a growing concern 
throughout our nation 
over the lack of adequate, 
affordable after school 
care. Most parents would 
prefer their children not 
spend those few after­
school hours alone, but 
they are faced with the 
dilemma of too few 
programs designed to 
answer the need. Proviso 
Township area parents 
now have an alterna tive to 
the latch-key child 
approach in the Bell-Cares 
After School Drop-Jn 
Center. 

Under the direction of 
Annielois Evans, the pro­
gram is housed in the Wise 
Building of the Fi rst Bap­
tist Church of Bellwood. 
Bell-Cares offers a diverse 
schedule of activities in a 
relaxed, comfortable at­
mosphere for children in 
kindergarten through the 
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sixth grade from 2:30 to 
6:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. The program 
follows the School 
District's schedule for 
holidays and closings. 

The volunteer staff at 
Bell-Cares has experience 
in elementary school in­
strnction, guidance and 
counseling, Bible doctrine, 
recreation, and leisure­
time activities. 

Activities include super­
vised study time, snacks, 
Christian growth and de­
velopment studies, arts 
and crafts, games and 
sports, physical exercise, 
piano instruction, story 
reading, and more. Special 
guests are included on a 
regu lar basis. A member of 
the Bellwood Fire Depart­
ment, for instance, spent 
an afternoon at Bell-Cares 
talking with the children 
about fire safety. 

Director Evans has said 
the mission of Bell-Cares is 
to "help working parents 
provide an environment 

cond ucive to outstanding 
character development for 
their school-age children." 

The priori ties estab­
lished by Evans and her 
staff include providing a 
safe meeting place for 
children with responsible 
adult supervision, 
providing moral and social 
development, and 
promoting academic 
success by means of 
concrete experience. 

Minot Church Holds 
Family Enrichment 
Seminar 

• MINOT, ND. A family 
enrichment seminar by J. 
Roger Anderson, Bemidj i, 
MN, was held as a part of 
the annual All-Church La- · 
bor Day retreat sponsored 
by First Baptist Church at 
Lake Metigoshe State Park, 
Bottineau, ND. · 

"Various activities of 
recrea tion for the entire 
fam ily along with the 
beauty of the area made it 
a time of learning, 
fellowship, and bonding 
wi thin the Church family," 
says Inez Rhone. 

"Loving Hearts Make a 
Happy Home" was the 
theme of First Baptist 
Church's Women's Minis­
tries. Through fun and 
unusual ways, the fou r ar­
eas of service and fellow­
ship provided in the 
Chllrch for women of all 
ages and interests was re­
vealed following a Fa ll 
kickoff salad supper. 

Olds Church Recognizes 
College-Age Youth 

•OLDS, AB. "Caring" is a 
specia l word, and the 
congregation of East Olds 
Baptist Church is practic­
ing caring by recognizing 
and honoring the youth. 
"A special service was 
held challenging the 
young people headed for 
college and ca reers to go 
on for Christ," reports 
Trudie Schroeder. Four of 
the youth are attending the 
North American Baptist 
College, Edmonton, AB. 
The Rev. John Wollenberg 
is pastor. 

Kelowna Women Use 
Video to Review Work 

• KELOWNA, BC. The 
Women's Ministries An­
nual Program was held re­
cently at Lakeview 
Heights Baptist Church. A 
video by Ed and Sue 
Lawrence was shown 
featuring the ladies of the 
church doing White Cross 
work, correspond ing with 
missionaries, typing 
minutes, visiting the sick 
and shut-ins, taking prayer 
requests, ladies time out, 
and Mothers/ Daughters/ 
Friends Evening. 

The guest speaker was 
Ken Priebe, missionary to 
Cameroon. The offering 
was designated for church 
planting in Mission, Texas. 
- Dorothy G. Frit zke 

Committed to Give 

Hutchinson Church 
Purchases Land to 
Relocate 

•H UTCHINSON, MN. 
Bethany Baptist has pur­
chased six acres of land in 
the growing west end of 

Hutchinson wi th the pur­
pose of relocating and ex­
panding their ministry 
with a new faci li ty in the 
future. - Kntlin111 
Frac111111i11g · 

Immanuel 
Baptist 
Celebrates 
125 Years 

KANKAKEE, IL. Kankakee was 
four years old w hen a small group o f 
Christians started m eeting in 1857. 
Seven years late r in 1864, the firs t 
pastor, the Rev. E. Tschirch, began his 
ministry. 

On March 12, 1864, the Church 
o rga nized w ith 10 cha rter me1nbers. 
These members quickly raised $320 
toward the $800 needed to purchase 
a small chapel. During the firs t 25 
yea rs, seven d ifferent pastors served 
the cong regation. 

By the end of that firs t quarter-cen­
tury, the congregation grew and a 
tota l of 309 m embers had been re­
ceived. U nfortunately, the church 
expe rienced a loss of n-1embers and 
eventua lly s lip ped to 86. 

"Spiritua l discipline was an impor­
tant facto r in the life of the church," 
noted the his torian. "If they were in­
tense in the exercis ing of d iscipline, 
they were equally as intense in the 
expression o f love toward a repen­
tant b rothe r or s is ter." 

The ir love for the Church was 
demons trated in the erection of a new 
and la rger building a t a cost of $6,000. 
The Rev. A. Vogel was pastor w hen 
the new edifice was dedicated debt­
free on its 25th anniversary. 

The orig ina l parsonage, built in 
1865 for $165, was sold in 1901, and 
a new one built fo r $3,000. 

In 1906, the Church coopera ted 
w ith the city-wid e evangelis tic meet­
ings cond ucted by Billy Su nd ay. As a 
result, 24 persons were ba ptized by 
the Rev. Julius Kaaz, pas tor. 

rn 1914, the Church observed its 
SO th an ni versary, the Rev. W. S. 
Argow as pas tor. The congregation 
numbered ·163. In the second 25 

years, 236 additions were recorded, 
however, there were 159 losses. Bu t 
America was on the m ove, and 

. people sought g reater opportunities 
in the industrialized cities as well as 
the expanding West. 

In 1916, the Church changed from 
the trad itiona l s ing le communio n 
chalice to the individual cu ps. 

By 1917, the na tion was involved 
in World War I, and a climate of sus­
picion surrou nded German-speaking 
people and g roups. As a result, the 
congregation changed its nam e to 
Immanuel Baptis t Church, effective 
Jan. 1, 1918. La ter tha t year, business 
meetings and official minutes were 
changed to the English language. A 
German service was held, however, 
once a month. The Rev. A. A. Schad e 
was pastor. 

In · 1922, the cong regation remod ­
eled the old ed ifice, installed a Moe­
ler organ, and a s tained-glass w in­
d m·v, w hich is now part of the pres­
ent building. The Rev. C. Zummach 
was pastor. 

In 1928, the fi rs t vacatio n Bible 
schoo l was he ld. In 1929, the 
C hurch's firs t Constitutio n was 
adopted and printed ballots, lis ting 
two names for office, were used for 
the first time. 

Difficult da ys came upo n th e 
church during the Depression of the 
1930s. The salary of the pastor, the 
Rev. George Hensel, was cut; a d efi­
cit occurred in the general fund; and 
mission con tributions were used to 
pay the bills. They then borrowed 
$600 from the bank to meet their mis­
s iona ry obligations. 

During Dr. Louis Johnson's pastor­
ate, a new church building was com­
p leted a t a cost of $300,000. A grow­
ing missionary outreach was recog­
nized a nd a Tra ining U nion program 
started. 

Dr. n11d Mrs. Robert Pe1111er 

Und er Rev. Robert Schre ibe r 's 
ministry from 1962-1967, the Church 
assumed parti a l suppo rt of fi ve 
North American Baptist Conference 
missionaries. 

During Dr. Robert Penner 's minis­
try (1980-89), the Church sta rted a 
p rayer chain, an AWANA program, 
and a minis try for the deaf. 

The Church w ith a membership of 
about 350, located at Curtis Street 
and Hawkins Avenue, observed its 
125th anniversary on June 25, 1989. 
Attend ing the celebra tion were for­
m er pastors, the Rev. Robert 
Schreiber, the Rev. Walter Oingfield, 
and the Rev. Douglas Gallagher, as 
well as Dr. Robert Penner. 0 

Through the yen rs, tl1e Ch11rch srnt some 
of its so11s nnd dn11gliters to the 111ission 
fie ld or to the 111i11istry: Mnx Leusc/111er, 
Otto Schroeder, Fred Kruse, Charles n11d 
Ralph Blatt, A lbert Ger11e11z, Esther 
Sn lz11w11 (to Chinn), R11by Snlz111n11 (to 
Cn111eroo11), To111 Chn11dler, Ed Cremer, 
Rick Foster, De11 11is Hustedt, Scott Le-
111e11nger, n11d Ron Snbnn11 (111issio11 di­
rector, North Alllericnn Baptist Confer­
ence 111 ternntio11nl Office). 

Fir~! Cl111rcli - 186.J-·/889 
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estate planning 

Many Benefits Are Available to You When You 
Make a Special Gift Before December 31 

M
any individuals are un­
aware of the substantial 
bene fits ava ilable for 
g ifts made at year end . 

Let's look at some advantages. 

Increased Tax Savings from a 
Charitable Deduction 

You may need additional d educ­
tions this year, since many of the stan­
dard d eductions you have prev iously 
taken on your income tax returns are 
no longer available to you . 

Giving from Cas h Flow. You can 
receive an income tax d eduction by 
g iving cash. This is most beneficial 
to the North A m erican Baptis t Con­
ference. And man y times, it is the 
easiest way for you to give. 

G ifts of Net Worth . But your cash 
flow may not be sufficient to m ake 
the gifts you desire and to receive 
the tax deductions you need. 

Charitable deductio n tax savings 
are avai lable when you make gifts of 
property . .. insurance policies w hich 
you no longer need .. . s tocks, bonds, 
mutual funds ... real esta te ... tang ible 
perso na l property re la ted to o ur 
exempt function .. . all provid e tax 
deductions this year, if your gift is 
comple ted before December 31. 

A nd many tim es you ca n m ake a 
larger gift of property, and thus re­
ceive a subs tantially higher ta x de­
duction, because it does not affect 
current cash flow. 

You can a lso create an income tax 
charitable deduction which w ill pro­
v ide substantial tax savings by sim­
p ly g uaranteeing today that a char i­
table organization wi ll rece ive cer­
tain properties a t the time of your 

d eath. This can be accomplished with 
property, such as your ho me o r in­
vestment properties from which you 
wish to maintain income. 

Avo idance of Capi ta l Gains Tax 

The property you have available 
for g iving may have subs tantially 
appreciated in value. 

If you sold the property, you would 
pay a tax on the difference between 
w ha t you paid for the property and 
w hat it is worth tod ay. This is called 
a capital gain , a nd it is taxed a t the 
sam e rate as ordinary income. 

If you contributed the property 
rather than selling it, you would re­
ceive a charitable deduction for the 
full value of the prope rty and would 
avoid the tax on the capita l ga in. 

Increased Income from Low or 
Non-productive Property 

Many indiv iduals have property 
that is paying little o r no return. But 
because it is hig hly appreciated in 
value, they cannot afford to sell the 
property a nd invest the p roceed s to 
achieve a hig her re turn. 

Property can be placed in a sp e­
cially d esig ned charitable trus t, pr~­
v iding a substa ntia l incom e tax cha n­
table deductio n. The property can 
th en be sold by the trust, to ta lly 
avoiding tax on the ca pita l gain. 

The trus tee can inves t in hig h in­
com e producing asse ts, res ulting in a 
cons id erably higher incom e. 

The assets are invested to provide 
income for you a nd a re not actually 
transferred to the charitable o rgani­
zation until the end of the trus t pe­
riod (which is us ua lly at you r death). 

An Income Tax Deduction Now 
for Gifts Made in Futu r e Years 

If your income tax bracket is higher 
this year than it will be in future 
years, o r if you need an additional 
deduction this year, you can estab­
lish a specia lly designed trus t . Prop­
erty is transferred to the trus t, with 
income payable to a cha ritable or­
ganization for a period of years. 

A t the end of the trust p erio d , the 
property will be returned to you. 

With a properly d esig ned trus t, you 
w ill receive an income tax deduction 
this year for the current value of the 
future income g ifts to charity. 

Persona l Satisfaction 

This is an advantage available with 
a ll of the above g iving plans . . . know­
ing that you a re receiving substantia l 
personal bene fit, as you are help ing 
North American Baptis t Con ference 
accomplish our mission. This is a 
w inning combinatio n - doing good 
for o the rs w hi le he lping ourselves. 

May We Help? 

It is our desire to assist you w ith 
your year-end planning . We have 
o nly been able to share co ncepts wi th 
you in this article. However, our staff 
has prepared a m ore detai led report 
ti tled, "How to Maximize Your Year­
End G iv ing ." This is available to you 
at no cost or obligation . 

If we can provide personal assis­
tance to you in an y o f these a reas, 
p lease let u s know by comp le ting the 
res ponse form. Or you may te le­
pho ne our office at (708) 495-2000, if 
that is more convenient. We trus t that 
our services can be of benefit to yo u . 

0 

Neither the Develop111e11t Depart111e11t 11or the N.A.B. Co11fere11ce is e11gaged i11 re11deril1g legal or tax advice. For ad1•ice or assista11ce i11 specific cases, the 
services of m1 attorney should be obtai11ed. The purpose of this article is to provide i11for111atio11 of a ge11eral character 011ly. 

Yes I would like to receive additio nal information to help m e in m y year-end g iv ing. Please send informatio n o n 
D G ifts o f apprecia ted property 0 How to ~?ke a_ d~duction for futu re ~i f~s ,, 
D Gifts w ith re ta ined benefits 0 How to Max1m1ze Your Yea r-end G1v 111g 

Na m e Name o f spouse -------------------
Add ress C ity Sta te Code ___ _ 

Tele phone Daytime ( Eve ning ( ) Birthdate Sp o use's Birthda te __ _ 

Se11d to: Or. Connie Salios, North American Baptist Co11fere11ce, 1 So . 210 Su111111it Ave., Oakbrook Terrace, TL 60181, 
Telephone: (708) 495-2000 
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what's happening 

• Mr. Donald Burnett became pastor of Cal· 
vary Baptist Church, Tacoma, WA, effective 
September i. 

• Dan Nieman is the new pastor of Anchor 
Baptist Church, South Sioux City, NE. 

• Dale Patterson became Youth Minister at 
Ridgewood Baptist Church, Brookfield, WI, 
on August l. 

• Cindy Schwerdtfeger has accepted the po· 
sition of Christian Education Director at Re· 
deemer Baptist Church, St. Paul, MN, effec· 
tive September l. 

• The Rev. Elmo Tahran resigned as pastor 
of Colonial Village Baptist Church, Lansing, 
Ml, effective September 17. He began plant· 
ing an N.A.B. Conference church in West Des 
Moines, IA, on October 15. 

• Erik Bjorn is the new pastor at _Creston 
Baptist Church, Creston, BC. and was mstalled 
as pastor at a service on October 22. 

•Todd Hamlet is the Youth Director at Grosse 
Pointe Baptist Church, Grosse Pointe Woods, 
Ml. 

• The Rev. Frank Hooper is the Pastor of 
Visitation and Senior Ministries at Napier 
Parkview Baptist Church, Benton Harbor, Ml. 

• Mrs. Robert (Melba) Penner (62) died 
August 27, 1989, in Portland, OR. She and her 
husband had retired from the full-time minis· 
try in June from Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Kankakee, IL 

• Rainer Kunz, minister of Christian educa· 
tion at Sunkist Baptist Church, Anaheim, CA 
will begin a new church planting project in 
Silverdale, WA, in November. 

• Carolyn Scheel is the Director of Christian 
Education and Youth at Greenfield Baptist 
Church, Edmonton, AB. 

Pelzer Appointed to Seminary 
Development Position 
• Linda Pelzer has been selected as Associa te 
Director of Development at the North Ameri· 
can Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls, S~, e'.fec· 
tive July 26, 1989. Her specific respons1b1httes 
are public relations and marketing. 

Pelzer, a native of Minnesota, comes to the 
Seminary with her B.A. degree from North· 
western College in Roseville, MN. Her maiors 
were Bible and Communica tions with empha· 
ses in broadcasting and speech. During the 
past year, she traveled with "New Day." . 

Linda replaces Fran Hoogestraat who ts 
continuing her educa t i~n j q Institut ional 
Adv<J ncement at Va nderbil t Umvers1ty. 

• The Rev. D<Jvid Ewing became pastor of 
Bethel Baptist Church, Getzville, Y, effective 
August 16. 

• Douglas Schultz was ordained into the 
Christian ministry on April 2, 1989, at Rowan· 
dale Baptist Church, Winnipeg: ~B,_ He serves 
there as Director of Church M1111stnes. 

• Evan Boltz, a Bethel Seminary student, is 
serving as a youth worker intern at Bethany 
Baptist Church. He joins the Rev. Harold 
McGowan, minister of visita tion. Both are 
serving in part-time positions at this Hutch· 
inson, MN, church. 

•Interim pastor, the Rev. Elwin W. Colson 
and his wife, Joanne, were introduced to the 
congrega tion at a get-acquainted fellowship 
time at First Baptist Church, Lorraine, KS, 
where they are serving. 

•Dr. John F. Thielenhaus, senior pastor, Vil· 
lage Green Baptist Church, Glen Ellyn, IL, 
received the Doctor of Ministry (D. Min.) 
Degree from Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School in June. His major project was entitled: 
'T he Development and Implementation of 
Creative Worship." 

• Paul Hoffman has resigned his position as 
Youth Pastor at Hi llview Baptist Church, 
Edmonton, AB, effective September 10 to 
complete his Master of Divinity studies on a 
full-time basis. 

• Steve Graham accepted the call as Youth 
Pastor at Cascade Park Baptist Church, Van· 
couver, WA, effective October 15. 

• Berneice Westerman, who is retiring as a 
missionary to Cameroon, is at home at 1201 
S. West Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 57105. 

• Chaplain (LTC) Helmut A. Michelson was 
promoted to Lieutenant Colonel in May. He 
received the Meritorious Service Medal upon 
departure from Ft. Carson for services ren· 
dered from October 1985 - June 1989. Chap· 
lain Michelson has been reassigned to Ger· 
many. In December, he will become the 3rd 
Armored Division Chaplain. 

• Tom Anderst is Associate Pastor at Green· 
field Baptist Church, Edmonton, AB. 

• Marlin Mohrman was ordained into the 
Christian ministry by Creston Baptist Church, 
Creston, NE, on April 16, 1989. His cousin, 
Rev. Roger Poppen of First Baptist Cht!rch in 
Davis, CA, gave the ordination message. The 
Rev. Clyde Zimbelman and the Rev. Arlie 
Ra uch gave the charge to the church and 
charge to the candidate respectively. 

• Kathy Marie Kyle has accepted the posi· 
tion of Minister of Youth at Brent view Baptist 
Church, Calgary, AB. 

• The Rev. Richard Lute became pastor of 
Shell Creek Baptist Church, Columbus, NE, 
effective the end of August. He previously 
served First Baptist Church, Valley City, ND. 

• Dr. Douglas Gallagher is interim pastor at 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Kankakee, IL 

• Doug Peebles is the new pastor at 
Hawkwood Baptist Fellowship, Calgary, AB. 
He is a 1q39 graduate of North American 
Baptist Seminary. 

baptist world aid 

Lebanese~~~ 
• •£'.:JI I Baptists f!W§.!' 

Need Help~~ 

The recent shelling and bom­
bard men t on the Ch ristian 
area in Lebanon has resulted 
in tremendous destruction of 

buildings and the infras tructure of the 
country as a whole. The toll of human 
lives - dead and wounded - runs 
in to the thousands. The picture in 
Lebanon is very dark and sometimes 
beyond description. 

Baptist Press reports that thousands 
of Beirut citizens continue to evacuate 
the city during fighting. Others have 
hidden for weeks in basement bomb 
shelters. Lebanese Baptists, still in the 
city, report "unbelievable devastation" 
as shells exploded at one point "every 
two seconds." 

"We are herded like cattle into base­
ments and shelters," said a Baptist 
worker by telephone. "We have n_o 
gasoline or electricity. Our food 1s 
almost completely gone. We are too 
afraid to go out now to try to get food . 
Each time there is a lull in the bomb· 
ing and we think it might be safe to 
search for food , suddenly new shell­
ing starts with some people out on 
the streets. Many are killed ... the fear 
is great. 

"As Baptists we are trying to be 
brave and minister to our neighbors 
and families. It seems the world has 
forgotten us." 

Michel G. Atweh, president, Leba­
nese Baptist Convention writes, "It is 
needless to say that the need for food, 
clothing, shelter, and medicines is far 
greater than at any p revious time. 
Many medicines simply no longer ex­
ist and the lack of gasoline due to the 
blockade broug ht all activities to a 
standstill. As a resu lt, many, many 
people are out of work with no source 
of income." 

The Lebanese Baptist Convention 
has requested assistance from Baptist 
World Aid to help with distribution 
to needed Baptists as well as visitors 
of their churches. 

Baptist World Aid is respo11di11g with 
a11 i11iti11/ grn11t of $10,000. Additio1111I 
gifts a11d grn11ts are 11eerled. Please se11d 
co11trib11tio11s desig1mted for relief i11 Le/Ja-
11011 to North A111ericn11 Bapt1~t~ , /11c. , 1 
So. 210 S11111111it A11e., Oakbrook Terrnct', 
IL 6018.1. 
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Groups Address Religious Holidays in Public Schools 
by Kathy Palen 

WASHINGTON (BP). Although a 
new national clima te has emerged 
in the U.S.A. concerning religion in 
public schools, at least one perennia l 
problem remains. What should 
public schools do about religious 
h olidays? 

A broad coa lition of 16 educa­
tional and religious organizations, 
including the Baptist Joint Commit­
tee on Public Affairs, released a 
publication on the issue during a 
news conference on October 6. 

In introducing "Religious Holi­
d ays in Public Schools," Oliver S. 
Thomas, BJC general counsel, told 
reporters: "The brochure is a 
consensus document that we hope 
~ill p romote a climate of coopera­
tion between school board s, admin­
istrators, parents, and teachers in 
school districts throughout the 
country. 

"We offer general guid elines for 
tre~ting t~e question of religious 
hohd~ys m schools in ways that are 
const1tutionally permissible and 
educationally sound. We discuss 
how and where religious holidays 
may be taught about in the class­
room. And we address the 'Decem­
ber dilemma' that is often a flash 
point for conflict." 

The publication offers brief 
~nswers to a variety of questions, 
mclud ing: 

• How should religious holidays 
be treated in public school class­
rooms? 'Teachers must be alert to 
the distir:ction between teaching 
about. rehg1ous holid ays, which is 
p~rm1ss1~le, and celebra ting reli­
gious holidays, which is not. " 

Recogni tion of and information 
about holidays may focus on how 
an.cl .when they a re celebrated, their 
ongms, his tories, and generally 
agreed-upon meanings, according to 
the publication. Teachers may not 
use the study o~ religious holida ys 
as.an oppor tumty to p roselytize or 
Inject personal religious beliefs it 
add s. ' 

• What about Christmas? " Deci­
sions about what to do in December 
should begin with the unders ta nd ­
ing that public schools may not 
sponsor religious devotions or 
celebrations." 

Schools should d evise holiday 
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programs tha t serve a n educa tiona l 
purpose for a ll s tud ents and tha t 
make no students feel exclud ed or 
identified with a relig ion not their 
own, the publication explains . 
Holiday concerts in December may 
includ e mu sic related to C hristmas 
and Hanukkah, but religious music 
should not dominate, it s tates, 
adding that any dramatic produc­
tions should emphasize the cultura l 
aspects of the holidays. 

• May religious symbols or music 
be used in public schools? "The use 
of religious symbols, provided they 
are used only as examples of 
cultura l a nd religious he ri tage, is 
permissible as a teaching aid or 
resource ... Sacred music may be 
sung or pla yed as part of the 
academic stud y of music." 

School concerts that presen t a 
variety of selections may include 
religious music, the brochure s tates, 
adding that concerts s hould a void 
programs d omina ted by religious 
music, especially w hen they coin­
cide with a particular religious 
holiday. 

• What abou t religious objections 
to some holidays? "Ad ministrators 
and teachers should und ers tand 
that a policy or practice of excusing 
stud ents from a specific activity or 
discussion cannot be used as a 
rationa le for school sponsorship of 
religious celebrations or wors hip for 
the rema ining stud ents ." 

• May stud ents be absent for 
religious holidays? "Students 
should be a llowed a reasonable 
number of excused absences 
w ithou t pena lties, to observ~ 
religious holidays w ithin the ir 
traditions." 

"To the secularis ts w ho would 
sweep every vestige of relig ion out 
of our schools and to the zealots 
w ho would con vert the schools into 
a n eva ngelistic a rm of the church, 
th is brochu re says 'No,"' Thomas 
s~id. "The proper approach is to 
v~e.w religious holidays as opportu­
nities to ed ucate the next genera tion 
of Americans about our cultural a nd 
re~~giou.s d ivers ity and heritage. 

Obv iously, this ca lls for sensitiv­
ity on the pa rt of teachers a nd 
ad minis trators as no child shou ld be 
mad e to feel a lienated in his own 
school." 

In addi tion to the BJC, organiza-

tions sponsoring the pu blication 
includ e the American Acade my of 
Religion, American Association of 
School Adminis trators, American 
Federation of Teachers, Ame rican 
Jewish Committee, A merican Jewish 
Congress, Am erican United Re­
search Foundation, and Association 
for Superv is ion and Curr iculum 
Developn1ent. 

Other sponsors a re the C hris tian 
Lega l Society, Nationa l Associa tio n 
of Evangelica ls, Na tional Confer­
ence of C hris tia ns and Jews, Na­
tional Council of Churches of C hrist 
in the U.S.A., Na tional Council on 
Religion and Public Education, 
National Co unci l for the Social 
Stud ies, Nationa l Ed ucation Asso­
ciatio n, a nd Na tiona l School Boa rds 
Associa tion . 

Copies of the publication are 
available from the Ba p tis t Joint 
Committee on Public Affa irs , 200 
Ma ry land Ave. NE, Washingto n, DC 
20002. 0 

A timely lift for 
Christian growth 

The Living Stream 
lnj Herbert Hiller 
In these brief, vivid, inspiratio11nl 
messages, the writer tells some 
meaningful things God says to us 
through even; month of the yenr. 
" This book 
has truly re­
newed and 
fortified our 
Christian 
faith. The 
poetic lan­
guage and 
descriptive 
vocabulary 
illuminates profound biblical 
truths. We consider it a spir-
itual classic. It should be on 
the reading list of every 
church library. 

Rubin & Inngard Kern 
Clearwater, ON. 

Substantial proceeds from the sale 
are designated for North American 
Baptist Conference Missions and 
Ministries. Price per copy: $8 U.S. 
Send order to: North American 
Baptist Conference, 1 So. 210 
Summit Ave., Oakbrook Terrace, 
IL 60181 

news 

Opportunities and needs noted in Soviet Union 

T
hese are strategic times for Bap­
tis ts in the Soviet Union, espe­
cially in the area of evangelism . 

There a re a lso great needs to be m et 
for Bibles and othe r resources. 

This is the finding of Baptist World 
Alliance leaders w ho traveled to the 
Soviet Union from Sep tember 8 to 
18, v is iting Moscow, Kiev, Minsk, 
Riga, and Leningrad. 

Led by General Secretary Denton 
Lotz the BWA team met with leaders 
of th e Al l Union Council o f 
Evangelical Chris tians - Baptis ts 
(AUCECB). 

Evangelism. Hundred s of people 
are turning to Jesus C hris t through 
special services, concerts, and evan­
gelistic m eetings. A lexei Bichkov, 

AUCECB general secretary, says that 
s ince the millennium celebrations in 
1988, there have been more tha n 300 
evangelis tic events. But how d o they 
orga nize for church growth and nur­
ture? 

"There is an o pen door for the 
Evangelism and Education Depart­
ment," says Bichkov, so this BWA 
division becomes important for all 
of Eas tern Europe. 

Radio. Baptists are now on Radio 
Moscow every Sunday. The program 
is rebroadcast on Monday on sh ort­
wave ra dio . The A UCECB ha s 
reached a n agreem ent w ith Trans 
World Radio for weekly half-hour 
progra ms. 

There are Many Benefits Available to 
You When You Make a Special Gift 

Before December 31 
Many individuals are unaware of the substantial bene­
fits available for gifts made at year end. Among them are 
•Potent in / tnx savi//gs fro/II charitable deductio//S . 
•II/creased income from 1 10nprod11cti~e or low-prod11ct1ve property 
•Avoidance of capital gains tax 011 l11gh!y appi:ecmted property . , 
• lllco111e tax deductions t11is yenr for gifts w/11ch nre actually mnde 111 fut 111 e 
~~ . . . 

• Personal satisfaction in knowing flint you nre 111volved 111 11 worthw/11le 
mission. 

But to receive these benefits, you need to begin planning 
now. 
To assis t you , we have prepared a Special Planning Report titled, "H ow 
to Maximize Your Yea r-End Giving." 
------------------------
D Yes, please send me my free copy of the brochure. 
D I need help p lanning m y yea r-end giv ing. Please contact me. 

There is 110 cost nor obligation. 
Name ________________________ ~ 

Address _ _ __________ _ _ _______ __ _ 

City _____ _ _ ___ ___ State ___ Cod e ____ _ 

Telephone Daytime ( ______ Evening ( 

Birthdate ________ Spouse's Birthd ate _______ _ 

Send to : North American Baptist Conference, 
1 South 210 Summit Ave. , Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181. (708) 49512000. 

News paper. A bimonthly ne ws­
p aper with a circulation of 20,000 has 
begun. It features testimonies and the 
church minis tries in mental ins titu­
tions, children's h om es, and homes 
for the aged. 

Pris o n m inistry. God has ope ned 
the d oors for prison minis try in 
Moscow, the Ukraine, and Latv ia. 

"Wha t Baptis ts have done ha s 
never b een done by our cultural 
workers," said one prison official. 

Women also visit women prison­
ers. Bibles have been given to pris­
oners. Pray for this ministry, w hich 
still depends on the permission of 
local authorities. 

Seminary. There has been no fur­
ther movem ent or permission to be­
gin building. The property provided 
for the seminary has been secured 
due to bureaucra tic hold up. 

Churches. Mo re and more 
churches a re being returned to con­
grega tions. In Minsk, the relig ious 
affa irs officia l reported that m ore 
than 100 new congregations of "be­
lievi ng people" had been o pened 
s ince 1988. The state h as returned 
confiscated buildings a nd has g iv en 
permission to build new ones. 

Bishop Ja nis Tervits, head of Lat­
vian Baptists , said that retirem ent 
homes and homes for pastors are a lso 
being built. 

BWA lead ers w ere presen t a t the 
~edication of a new church building 
in Kiev and saw the Baptis t church 
which has been purchased by Sergei 
N ikolaev and it is being renova ted 
in Leningrad. 

Bibles. What a joy it was to see 
newly-a rrived Bibles in Minsk! But 
the need for more Bibles and Chris­
tia n litera tu re is g reat. Talks are 
u nderway for the printing and pub­
lishing of the Bible in the USSR. Ba p­
tist World Aid has had a s ig nificant 
role in prov iding Bibles for th e 
people throu gh AUCECB. 
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