
''Therefore I will give 
thanks to thee, 

O Lord, 
among the nations, 

and I will sing praises 
to Thy name'' 

II Samuel 22 :SO 



European Baptists Meet in 
Eastern Europe 

(EBFS) More than 5,200 delegates 
from 47 countries registered at the 
European Baptist Federation Congress, 
making this the largest Congress ever. 
The Congress, held every five years, 
met in Budapest, Hungary, July 26-30. 

The phenomenal attendance at the 
Congress is symptomatic of the radical 
changes-new freedom-in Eastern 
Europe today. 

Baptists from Eastern European 
countries-Czechoslovakia, German 
Democratic Republic, Poland, Rumania, 
the USSR, Yugoslavia, and from every 
country of Western Europe-met for 
the first time in Eastern Europe. The 
great majority of Baptists in Europe are 
in Eastern Europe, and most pastors are 
lay pastors. More than 40 Bulgarian 
delegates attended their first EBF Con
gress. Baptists in Israel were also repre
sented for the first time after joining the 
EBF last yea r. Close to 2,000 Hungarian 
Baptists attended. 

The opening session included an 
address by Hungary's National As
sembly president, Matyas Szuros. He 
praised Baptist churches for their demo
cratic system of government, suggest
ing that they might become models for 
the creation of necessary "structures of a 
new society." He added, "In this vicious 
century ... let there be shouting that Bap-
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tists are the spokesmen of Christian 
love and forgiveness ... and for peace 
among people ... as well as for tolerance 
and justice ... and as defenders of human 
rights." 

Dr. Janos Viczian, a member of the 
Hungarian Parliament by virture of his 
position as president of the 11 ,000 mem
bers of the Hungarian Baptist Union, 
stated: "Our political situation has 
changed. We have a real reform si tua
tion in Hungary." In the Hungarian Par
liament, each religious group has repre
sentation. 

Bible study by language groups, d is
cussion groups on a number of subjects, 
and plenary sessions were part of the 
daily program. 

The European Baptist Federa tion 
General Council chose Karl-Heinz Wal
ter, as the new regional secretary for the 
Baptist World All iance, succeeding Dr. 
Knud Wumpelmann of Denmark. 

The Congress ended with a special 
evangelistic ra lly in Budapest's People's 
Stadium. Evangelist Billy Graham 
preached to 95,000 people, many of 
whom arrived by buses and trains from 
all over Hungary. The attendance was 
the greatest for any stad ium event, in
cluding sports, according to stadium of
ficials. More than 25,000 made decisions 
for Christ tha t night. 

Reflections 
t J 

As I walked into the stadium in 
Budapest as a visitor to the European 
Baptist Federation Congress, I 
thought of Calgary-and the Olym
pic Stadium and our Triennial Con
ference held there last summer. 
Here, too, I heard more than 5,200 
people from 47 countries singing a 
hymn of praise to our God. Included 
in this group were at least 10 mem
bers of our own North American 
Baptist Conference. 

For by far the majority of East 
Europeans, this was an event long 
hoped for-a time to be together 
with the West European Baptists to 
fellowship, to encourage and pray 
for one another, and to praise God. 
Their joy at being free enough to be 
together in fellowship-east and 
wes t-was evident. 

A band and choir of 1,000 mem
bers, the band covering half of the 
floor of the stadium, led the singing 
and p rovided special music. A 
Welsh choir's songs of praise 
brought applause requesting en
cores. God's Spirit was evident. 

Among the main speakers was 
Dr. Solomon Gwei, minister of agri
culfure, animal husbandry, and for
ests in Cameroon. Gwei is a graduate 
of the North American Baptist Semi
nary in South Dakota and vice chair 
of the Etoug-Ebe Baptist Church, a 
Cameroon Baptist Convention 
church, in Yaounde. 

Saturday evening, the Congress 
became part of a larger gathering, 
the Bi lly Graham rally. I stood look
ing through a fence on an outer ring 
high up on Hungary's largest sports 
stad ium-a stadium that was sup
posed to hold 70,000 but was filled at 
least an hour before the service with 
about 95,000 people. The service, 
transla ted into several different lan
guages, was broadcast over the 
Hungarian radio live and was video
taped to be shown over television a 
week later. 

(co11t i1111cd 011pngc30) 
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Called to Worship' 
An Imperative for 1989 and Every Year 

by Ted Faszer 

A 
re you hungry for worship? Can you iden
tify with the longing of the Psalmist? "As the 
deer pants for streams of water, so my soul 
pants for you, 0 God. My soul thirsts for 

God, for the living God. When can I go and meet with 
God"? (Psalm 42:1-2). 

Have you ever entered a worship service too ex
hausted or preoccupied to join in the spirit of worship? 
Do you sometimes find yourself sitting very passively 
in worship, d ozing or finding your mind wandering? 
H ow often have you had a roast choir or roast preacher 
for Sunday d inner? Or maybe you've even asked your
self why you bother to attend Sunday worship. If so, 
this article is for you . 

Worship has been chosen as the first Biblical Im pera
tive of the Vision 2000 thrust of our North American 
Baptis t Conference to be s tudied and practiced in 1989. 
How have you begun to focus on worship this year? 

All of our Biblical Imperatives are crucial. But why 
has worship been chosen as the first theme and im
perative? Because God has created humanity for wor
ship . Since the experience of Adam and Eve in the 
garden, our Jives a re restless and empty without an 
intimate communion with God. 

Worship demands much more than bodily presence 
at a service. Jesus said, "A time is coming and has now 
come w hen the true wors hipers will worship the Fa
ther in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of wor
shipers the Father seeks. God is Spirit, and His wor
shipers must worship in spirit and in truth" (John 
4:23-24). 

Worship requires focus and effort. God is the audi
ence. The right qu estion to ask after worship is this: 
"Was God pleased with my worship?" The wrong ques
tion is: "Did I enjoy the service?" The consumer men
tality of this age asks, "What's in it for me? Will I 
receive a blessing?" Ha ve we become a Chris tian sub
culture of blessing junkies, hopping from church to 
ch urch in search of ever greater and more spectacular 
blessings for self? Let's get away from the spectator 
and cons umer mentality in wors hip and concentrate 
on bringing God our acti ve worship as an offering. 

Don't ask, "What did I get out of the service?" Rather 
ask with. th~ Psalmist, "Were the words of my mouth 
and med1tat10n of my heart acceptable in God's sight"? 
(Psalm 19:14). 
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"Make personal and family worship a J 

priority. Then enter into your church's 
Sunday services with a spirit of joyful 
anticipation." 

Before Sunday - Preparation 
Make Sunday the high point of your week. Plan for 

worship, anticipa te it. Le t nothing interfere. Worship 
doesn' t just happen; we must prepare our hearts and 
our bodies for worship. How you spend Saturday night 
is important to your Sunday worship. We can't wor
ship if we're too tired. Get enough sleep on Saturday 
night. 

A multitude of other details affect our ability to wor
ship. Have you ever arrived at church breathless and 
out of sorts, far from a spirit of worship? 

I grew up in an active family of five child ren. In 
o rder to be ready for worship Sunday, we got ready on 
Saturday; offerings ready, shoes polished, and clothes 
laid out, Sunday school lessons studied, baths taken, 
even the breakfast table set- cereal boxes on the table. 
We w ere far from perfect, but my parents wisely deter
mined not to let a frantic morning crowd out the spirit 
of worship. 

Many pastors p lan worship series well in advance. I 
usually know the scripture passage and theme for the 
coming Sunday. But my pastor cannot manufacture or 
produce worship for me. I must nourish a spirit of 
readiness and expectancy in my heart. I can read the 
scripture, meditate, pray for my pastor, the choir, wor
ship leaders, Sunday school teachers, my family, and 
myself. 

During the Service -Active Participation 
Worship must not be passive. Participate actively 

and wholehearted in the worship service. Instead of 
visiting with friends, ta lk quietly with God during the 
prelude. 

Sing the hymns joyfully. "Shou t for joy to the Lord a ll 
the earth. Serve the Lord with gladness: come before 
him w ith joyful songs" (Psalm 100:1- 2). The congrega
tion is the most important musical group in the church! 

Participate in the responsive readings or follow a long 
in your Bible as the Scripture is read . Pray a long with 
the pas tor or worship leader as they pray on behalf of 
the people. Agree together in prayer. Confess your sins 
to God a nd receive His forgiveness. Make the offering 
your active, loving response to God. Actively seek to 
wors hip God during choir anthems and mus ical num
bers. During the sermon, take notes o r make a mental 
ou tline, if this will help you focus o n the message God 
wants you to receive. And be prepa red to respond as 
the Holy Spirit leads. Say w ith Isaiah, "Here am I, send 
me!" (Isaiah 6:8). 

Act ion S teps for 1989 
Here are several additiona l ways to help your family 

or your entire congregation worship more meaning
full y. Read a book on wors hi p and discuss it w ith your 

family, your Sunday school class, or fellowship group. 
Ask your pastor or church librarian for books and 
tapes on worship, or use the resource suggestions at 
the end of this article to buy worship materials to 
donate to your church library. 

Talk w ith your pastor about worship. Explain that 
you are interested in working together to enhance con
gregational participation in worship. Ask for your pas
tor ' s suggestions. Volunteer to serve on your church' s 
w orship committee, or to help organize a worship 
committee if you don' t have one. 

Ask your Association program committee to plan 
speakers and workshops on the theme of worship. 
Volunteer to share a book review, or a testimony of 
worship services in which active participation in wor
ship was meaningful to your family or congregation. 

Ask your church finance committee to make it pos
sible for your church's worship leaders such as pastor, 
choir director, worship committee, or music committee 
to attend a seminar on worship. After the seminar, 
encourage your pastor to preach a sermon series on 
worship so that the congregation will understand what 
the Bible teaches on worship, and how the congrega
tion can properly participate in worship. Be open to 
the worship ideas your pastor and worship leaders 
bring home from the seminar. 

Make personal and family worship a priority. "Come 
near to God and he will come near to you" (James 4:8). 
Then enter into your church ' s Sunday services with a 
spirit of joyful anticipation. 

In worship, as in missions, God w ill be honored if we 
accept the challenge of William Carey: "Attempt great 
things for God, and expect g reat things from God!" 
Let's practice God honoring worship in 1989, to the 
year 2000, and until w e can participate the ultimate 
wors hip celebration around the throne of God in 
heaven. D 

Resources for Further Study 
Karen Mains, Making Sunday Special, Word Books, 
1987. 
Anne Ortlund, Up With Worship, Regal Books, 
1982. 
Robert Webber, Worship Is a Verb, Word Books, 
1985. 
Warren Wiersbe, Ren/ Worship, Oliver Nelson, 
1986. 

Dr. Ted Faszer is Professor of Christian Ed11cntio11 a11d 
C'111 rc'1 M usic at North A 111ericn11 Baptist Se111i11ary, Sioux 
Falls, SD. 
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by Donald P. Hustad 

W
hat is the proper place 
for those popular praise 
and worship songs? Are 
we entering a "post

hymnal" age? As strange as it may 
seem, the answer for now appears to 
be a qualified yes. 

It was Martin Luther who capital
ized on the development of print and 
gave the Germa n people the Bible 
and the hymnal in their own lan
guage. And it was this that allowed 
Reformation believers to hear God 
through His Word and speak to Him 
through the hymnbook. Today, how
ever, the hymnbook is being increas
ingly discard ed as part of the church's 
accommodation to the video revolu
tion. 

Many church lead ers say tradi
tional hymns are too hard to under
s tand, too theological in language. 
Some have discard ed their hymnals 
in favor of simple worship choruses 
sung from memory or with the help 
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of an overhead projector. But these 
uncomplica ted songs may in fact 
mirror the video age in which they 
were born: as short and encapsulated 
as news stories, and as repetitive as 
fast-food commercials. 

Let us ta ke a closer look at these 
"tiny hymns" - miniature both in 
length and in content - that threaten 
to replace our historic hymns. Their 
very title - "pra ise and worshi p" 
music - suggests they are princi
pally texts of adoration and praise. 
This is surely commendable - d e
spite their obvious limita tions - and 
we should be grateful the movement 
has revived the ancient practice of 
singing Scripture verbatim. But la
beling this new form suggests "praise 
and worship" texts are new, and that 
is surely not true - our hymnals a re 
full of worthy "praise and worship" 
words. 

These new pieces are short, often 
no longer than two lines. Their main 

character!stic .is simplicity; usua lly 
only one idea 1s stated, and it may be 
repeated many times. Those having 
more than one "stanza" change only 
a word or two with each repetition. 
Nor is the music rea lly contempo
rary in s tyle. With a few exceptions 
(mostly borrowed from Jewish folk 
dances), the tunes and harmonies are 
ultrasimple in the gospel-song tradi
tion. 

Perhaps the best illus tration of this 
is the popular chorus "Alleluia." It 
repeats that word of praise eight 
times, using only four different mel
ody notes and three chords. The sec
ond stanza repeats the words, "He's 
my Savior/' eight times, with similar 
changes in the third, fourth, and fifth 
stanzas. 

Before it appeared in print, the 
choru s was lea rned in a much 
stronger oral tradition. In it, the 
words, "He's my Savior," of the sec
ond stanza were alternated with the 

word "Alleluia/' and so on. This ver
sion gave each stanza both unity and 
variety - an agreed norm for both a 
work of art and a folk hymn with its 
own artless charm. But then, it would 
not be so simple - and today, sim
plicity is in! 

Nothing new under the sun 
But choruses a re not new. They are 

the logical successors of the refrains 
of gospel songs and the "spirituals" 
(of both black and white heritage) 
that emerged from the camp-meet
ing revivals of the early 1800s. Fur
thermore, those well-known forms 
were patterned after the alternation 
of stanza and refrain that has always 
characterized secular folksong. A re
frain would contain or suggest the 
central message of a song; then it was 
interspersed with stanzas elaborating 
on that theme. 

In nineteenth-century reviva lism, 
the refrains or "choruses" of gospel 

songs were often sung w ithout using 
the stanzas. Simple songs like "Draw 
Me Nearer," "At the Cross," and 
"We're Marching to Zion" became 
even simpler: o nly th e central 
"thought was expressed. And they 
could be sung spontaneously from 
memory. 

So, who needs a hymnal? 
The next logical step was to omit 

the s tanzas completely, and s imply 
write the refrain, or "chorus." This 
was common in the 1940s in the 
Youth for Christ (YFC) movement. 
Choruses were standard fa re in the 
Saturday night mix of worship, evan
gelism, and entertainment. But those 
choruses were quite different from 
today's. They usua lly expressed the 
same concepts as their gospel song 
antecedents - narratives of Chris
tian experience or devotional expres
sions directed to Jesus alone. Typical 
of these choruses are "Gone, gone, 

gone, gone! Yes, my sins are gone"; 
"I have the joy, joy, joy, joy, down in 
my heart"; "For God so loved the 
world"; and "Every day with Jesus is 
sweeter than the day before." 

These earlier forms were all prod
ucts of renewal movements in the 
church - first in the highly emotional 
brush-arbor ca mp meetings of the 
early nineteenth century; later in the 
urban-centered "Second Awakening" 
under Charles G. Finney and the 
evangelistic efforts of D.L. Moody, 
R.A. Torrey, and Billy Sunday; and 
fina lly, in the parachurch movements 
associated with Youth for Christ and 
radio evangelism. It should not be 
surprising that the new choruses first 
appeared as part of today's charis
matic renewal movement. 

It may be argued that these new 
expressions are stronger than the YFC 
choruses, since they express adora
tion and praise rather than personal 
testimony. "King of kings and Lord 
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"I want to teach you a choms tliat I f eel ltas deep tl1eological meaning. T11e 
firs t line is 'Praise tlze Lord, hallel11jalt. Praise tlze Lord, glonJ to lzis name.' 
We repeat tltnt eight times and then .. . " ' 

. 11•"1f-~'" ;.-. ..... :t 
• t~ .. ..r .. ~ 

Let's just praise the Lord! 

Great is thy faithfu lness, 0 God my 
Father, 

There is no shadow of turning with 
Thee. 

The constant repetition o f phrases, 
such as "Let' s just praise," or "Come, 
let us worship the King," or "Don' t 
you know it's time to p raise the Lord" 
sound more like an "inv itation to 
praise" than praise itself. An Assem
blies of God lead er from India re
cently said his American friends seem 
~o be "praising praise" and "worship
ing worship." But the la rger hym ns 
not only call us to adoration; they 
describe the excellence of God and 

~ recount His p romises and mighty 
·§ deeds - stating the motiva tion for 
-; Worship. 

"------------------------------'~ The New Testament standard 

of Lords, glory hallelujah," "We have 
come into his house and ga thered in 
his name to worship him," "Don' t 
you know it's time to praise the 
Lord ," "I love you, Lo rd, and I lift 
my voice," and "Sing hallelujah to 
the Lord" are good exa mples. Many 
of these texts abou nd in Scrip ture 
quotations, especially the Psalms . 
Some, like "Worthy is the Lamb that 
was sla in," "Bless the Lord, 0 my 
soul," "Thou art worthy, 0 Lord," " I 
will sing of the mercies of the Lord," 
and "Seek ye firs t the kingdom of 
God," are taken completely from the 
Scripture. 

Praising praise, 
worshiping worship 

Take just one of these refra ins and 
compare it with the worship hymns 
it may be replacing. For instance, 
"Let's just praise the Lord" seems to 
express a casual approach to the holy 
service of worship. The problem may 
be with the word just - as in "Let's 
just sit down and have a cup of cof
fee." 

The following exercise m ight be 
more revea ling if the words were 
spoken audibly, which the reader 
may or may not choose to do: 
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Let's just praise the Lord! 

Praise to the Lord the Almighty, 
the King of Crea tion! 

0 my soul, praise him, for he is 
your health and salva tion! 

Let's just praise the Lord! 

A mighty fortress is our God, 
a bulwark never fa iling, 
Our helper, he, amid the flood of 

morta l ills prevailing . 

Let's just praise the Lord! 

H oly, holy, holy, merciful and 
mighty, 

God in three persons, blessed Trin
i ty! 

Let's just praise the Lord! 

Im mortal, invisible, God only wise, 
In ligh t inaccessible hid from our 

eyes. 

Let's just praise the Lord! 

0 worship the king, all glorious 
above, 

0 gratefu lly sing his power and 
his love. 

Some C hristians prefer to be called 
"restorationist" because they believe 
they are returning to the worship and 
m inistry experiences of the apostolic 
period. But how closely do they fol
low the early church's s tandards for 
Worship m usic? 

The apostle Paul mentions three 
d is tinct types of song : "psalms and 
hymns and sp ir itual songs" (Ephe
sians 5:19, Colossians 3:16). We be
lieve these w ere different types of 
music - in origin, in tex t, and possi
bly even in the way they were per
formed . 

Psalms, no dou bt, included all the 
psalms and canticles common to 
Jewish worship - the historic, clas
sica l worship expressions know n to 
a ll Jewish Chris tians w ho had grown 
u p hearing them in the tem ple and 
the synagogue: songs of p raise a nd 
thanksgiving to Yahweh, d id actic 
psalms, witness psalms, psa lms of 
petition and lamen t. 

Hymns were probably new songs 
that expressed the Christology of the 
new sect. A number of these hymns 
appear in Paul's letters, written in 
the pa tterns o f classica l Greek poetry. 
Like many of the hymns o f Martin 
Luther and Charles Wesley, they were 
w ri tten to express, and thus teach, 
Chris tian d octrine . O ne is in the form 

of a simple creed, or statement of 
faith: 

Grea t indeed, we confess, is the 
m ystery of our religion: 

He was manifes ted in t/1e flesh, 
vindicated in tl1e Spirit, 
sew by angels, 
preached a111011g the 1wtio11s, 
believed 011 i11 the world, 
taken up in glory (I Ti111othy 3:16). 
In another exam ple, the poetic (and 

possibly an tiphonal) form is obvious: 
The saying is sure: 
If we have died with hi111 , we slwll nlso 

live with him; 
if we endure, we shall also reign wit/1 

hi111; 
if we de11y '1i111, he also will deny us; 
if we are faithless, he remains faithfu l 
for he cannot deny himself (2 Ti111 . 

2:11-13) ·. 
The patristic fathers and modern 

mus icologists both agree that spiri
tua l songs d escribed ecsta tic sing ing 
that was either word less or had un
intell igible wo rd s - singi ng in 
tongues. It is the one type of New 
Testament song tha t belongs exclu
s ively to mod ern-day Pentecostals 
a nd charismatics. 

Bu t it is still fa ir to ask: How does 
the new m usic measure u p to the to
tal spectrum of New Testament m u
sical practice? The new chorus litera
ture is - according to its ti tle - ex
clusively "praise a nd worship." Bu t 

many would contend that if this is 
the church's on ly song, p raise be
comes both simple and sim plistic. On 
the one hand , we ought to rejoice that 
the movement has reinstated the 
practice of singing the words of Scrip
ture. Bu t Scripture choruses are but 
snippets of Holy Writ; their use may 
be com pared to singing "proof texts." 

On the other hand, Roman Catho
lics, by comparison, tod ay sing or say 
major portions of a psalm in every 
celebration of the mass. Over th ree 
years, in just Sunday observances, 
over 150 d ifferent psalm passages 
w ill be used . Furthermore, modern 
choruses pointed ly om it a ll the ex
pressions of the d idactic, the peni
tentia l, and the peti tionary psalms, 
and con tain nothing compa rable to 
the psa lms of la ment. Nor does the 
new music make an effor t to teach 
the doctrines of our fa ith. 

Moreover, except for the Scripture 
fragments used , this type of contem
porary worship tends to ignore the 
trad itional forms that express the 
continu ity of our fa ith and the perpe
tui ty of God's covenan ts with His 
people. The early Christians knew 
they were still the chi ldren of Abra
ham, Isaac, and Jacob - but also of 
David and Solomon and the proph
ets who left their songs to be sung in 
worship. The sixteenth-century fol
lowers of Luther u nders tood that 

they had the same heri tage, and they 
add ed the patris tic and medieval 
hym ns of Am brose of Milan, Fortu
na tus, Gregory the Grea t, Francis of 
Assisi, Rhabanus Maurus, and of the 
two Bernards- one of Clairvaux and 
one of Cluny. 

Until recen tly, evangelicals ac
knowledged in their m usic their iden
ti ty w ith the same fami ly tree, and 
we added the hym ns of Luther, Ger
hard t, Calvin, Wesley, Newton, Bonar, 
and many others. 

When we stood to sing thei r songs, 
we were joining our own spirits and 
voices with theirs and the thousands 
of believers who followed in their 
train, exulting in the glory and re
deeming love of God . And our faith 
was strengthened. Today, some ?four 
family of faith seem to be w11lmg, 
even eager, to d iscard this heritage 
for a simpler fare that may disappear 
as suddenly as it has flowered. 

It is probably true - especially in 
our less-li terate day - that many 
worshipers have difficulty finding 
their way through the phrases of a 
standard hymn. But should we re
duce our liturgical statements to 
those that every person, of any age, 
will understand immediately? The 
answer, of course, is no. Like the an
cient creeds of the church, like many 
passages in Scripture - like even tJ-)e 
Lord' s Prayer - we repeat them be
cause the historic and continuing 
church has found in them its under
standing of our faith. Their meaning 
comes to us slovvly, but surely. And 
in the meantime, their truth has been 
preserved for us and for our children. 
It is still true, as C H . Sisson said, 
and Brian Morris quoted in Ritual 
Murder: "There is no such thina as 

. f 0 passmg on pro ound truths in super-
ficial speech." 

Using the new music well 
An increasing number of church 

musicians admit they have reluc
tantly added this music style to their 
worship resources. They fe lt com
pelled to do so by the large number 

.~ of folk who hea rd "pra ise and wor-
"l t lzfls been m oved and seconded tlzfl t i11stefld of buying new lzy111nals we buy I 
fl ll overlzefl rl projector fllld fl five-yeflr subscrip t ion to 'C/1orus-of-tlze- ..5 s 1ip" mus ic in another "successful 
Montlz. "' :: and rapidly growing" church, and 

,__ _ __________________________ _ __, :§_ came home with glowi ng reports o f 
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its significance. Competition, after all, 
is a factor in church life today: If you 
don't give people church music they 
want, they may go down the street 
where they can get it. 

In a recent article, "What to Do with 
Church Hoppers," William Self, pas
tor of Wieuca Road Baptist Church in 
Atlanta, said: "I've been hammering 
my folks with the need to be stead
fast, unmovable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord - not a popu
lar theme in these days of rootless
ness. Somehow, we have to make 
disciples instead of inspiration junk
ies." 

Disciples, of course, are people ac
customed to discipline. And how 
many of our folk understand that the 
central requirement of worship is not 
"getting a blessing," but giving God 
an acceptable sacrifice of praise? A 
true sacrifice is a lways a costly thing, 
not a demand for instant gratifica
tion of our pleasure needs. 

Even so, it may be wise to use the 
best examples of the new music. It is 
surely an appealing form in our day 
and probably an example of the 
folkish styles that tend to appear in 
times of spiritual renewal. The "tiny 
hymns" are quite ideal for an infor
mal service in the home or on the 
beach, for Sunday evening worship, 
or the prayer meeting. In regular 
worship, these choruses can be used 
much like the historic antiphons, 
preceding and following a more seri
ous, more didactic hymn. 

For instance, "Let's Just Praise the 
Lord" could provide an introduction 
and coda to the chorale to which we 
compared it - "Praise to the Lord, 
the Almighty." The chorus, "He Is 
Lord," would help prepare the con
gregation for the biblically based, 
theologically rich hymn by F. Bland 
Tucker, "All praise to thee, for thou, 
0 King divine, didst yield the glory 
that of right was thine, that in our 
darkened hearts thy grace might 
shine. Alleluia!" Others would serve 
well as preparation for, or as a re
sponse to, the pastoral prayer. 

Some churches are using this mu
sic as "preparation for worship." In 
our eva ngelical tradition, the organ 
prelude is, unfortunately, not used as 
an aid to quiet meditation, serving 
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merely as background - even as 
competition - to noisy "fellowship" 
that seems to be the first priority for 
many. So in some churches, these 
"tiny hymns" are sung for about ten 
minutes before the service begins. As 
a result, conversation ceases, and 
there is opportunity for a gradual 
quieting of the spirit and focusing of 
the mind in preparation for the meet
ing with God. When the service be
gins, using the standard hymns of 
the church in good liturgical design 
helps to make their meaning clear. 

Must our worship be 
nonliterate? 

We cannot expect this generation 
to respond to hymns that are rich in 
content unless they are taught ca re
fully and used convincingly. The shal
low-but-pleasura ble emotional re
sponse to worship choruses is de
rived from the repetition of a few 
simple phrases. Those who expect 
worship to be more reasoned and 
rational must patiently and lovingly 
introduce their people to the deeper 
emotiona l resources of words that 
will truly challenge and stimulate the 
imagination. Texts of great hymns 
have done this since the sixteenth 
century, and they still ha ve the power 
to do so - even in this post-Guten
berg era. Perhaps we can use our new 
nonverbal languages to clarify the 
meaning of words, and vice versa. 

It may also be argued that the 
younger generation is "turned off" 
by certain classic hymns that contain 
obscure and I or archaic la nguage. 
Hymnal editors are encouraged to 
revise the texts of older hymns to 
match the new Scripture versions and 
modern prayer language, so that Cod 
is addressed as "you" instead of 
"thou." Many churches would a lso 
insist on the elimination of sexist lan
guage pertaining to people; for ex
ample, "Good Chris tia n Men, Re
joice" is easily changed to "Good 

Christians All, Rejoice." 
Church musicians and ministers 

should also get to know the rich new 
hymns being produced today. It is 
ironic that many churches overem
phasize ephemeral, simplistic mate
rials and ignore the "explosion" of 
exciting new hymns being produced 
in Grea t Britain and North America 
by Timothy Dud ley-Smith, Bryan 
Jeffrey Leech, Margaret Clarkson, 
Fred Pratt Green, Bryan Wren, Chris
topher Idle, and others. 

Turn off the TV! 
A recent public-service announce

ment aired on NBC Television offers 
sound advice. In it, Steve Allen, the 
gifted musician and comedian, ap
pears and says: "Don't let television 
dominate your life. Walk over and 
turn the . . . thing off. Get a good 
book and read it!" Perhaps, for us, 
that book might be a hymnal, a stimu
lus to aid our personal worsh ip. 

This practice was common in ear
lier times, when worshipers carried 
the hymnbook, as well as the Bible, 
to church. At home, it was used for 
singing in fam ily worship and for 
reading in personal devotions . 

A good hymnal contains many 
paraphrases of Scriptures and is a 
compact handbook of Christian the
ology in poetic form . It also includes 
noble examples o f all the forms of 
prayer with w hich we respond to 
God's self-revea ling - adora tion, 
confession, thanksgiving, petition, 
supplication, surrender, and dedica
tion. It can supply thoughts and 
words to express our d evotion when 
we have difficulty finding our own. 
Used regularly, it enlarges and en
riches ot1r personal vocabulary or 
worship, and - when we meet in 
church on Sunday - helps us sing 
the hymns with joy and understand
ing. D 

Donnld P. Hustnd is senior professor of 
church music nt Southern Bnptist 
Seminnry, Louisville, Kentucky, n11d nu
thor of Jubilate! Church Mus ic in the 
Evangelical Trad ition. 
Copyright Oonnld P. Hustnd, 1987,first 
nppenred in Christinnity Todny, Vol. 31, 
No. 16, November 6, 1987, used by per
mission. 

challenged to grow-----------~---~--

How Much Should We 
Pay Our Pastor in 

1990? 
by Lyle E. Schaller 

O
ne of the big changes in Protestant churches 
during the past three decades has been the 
sharp increase in the fringe benefits granted 
the clergy. This is not unique with the 

churches, however, it simply is a reflection of changes 
in our economic system. Fringe benefits have become 
an increasingly large proportion of the total compensa
tion of members of the labor force. 

One of the implications is that an increasingly large 
numb~r of search c?mmittees and pulpit nominating 
committees now thmk and talk in terms of the total 
"package" when they discuss 
compensation with a candi
date to fill that position re
cently vacated by their former 
pastor. A common procedure 
in the churches that call their 
minister is to declare, "We're 
prepared to offer you a total 
package of $45,000. If that is 
acceptable, we can discuss 
later on how much of that will 
be allocated for cash salary, the 
amount for a housing allow
ance including utilities, and 
how much you want to go for 
pension, health insurance, 
travel expenses, continuing 
education, conferences, book 
allowances, and other parts of 
that package." It is not uncom
mon for the amount defined 
as cash salary to be less than 
one-half of the total package. 

cash salary received by the pastor. 
A second is that it is not uncommon for the total 

compensation to be increased by ten to fifteen percent 
w ithout an.y increase in the cash salary. The increased 
amounts are allocated to housing and / or other fringe 
benefits. 

Perhaps the most subtle consequ ence of this is that 
every year a fair nurT1ber of pastors move only to dis
cover that while their cash salary increased, their total 
compensation has been reduced. 

A fourth implication is this provides congregational 
leaders with a more realistic 
basis for calculating the costs 
of increasing the size of the 
staff. Instead of ta lking about 
"adding a second minister 
w ith a cash salary of $24,000 a 
year," the proposal is made, 
"If we add a second minister 
to our staff, this will cost us a 
total of $51,000 including all 
the fringe benefits and related 
costs." 

What Are the 
Consequences? 

This shift from cash salary 
to total compensation has sev
eral implications. The most 
obvious is the discussion of
ten w ill focus on how much 
that congregation believes it 
can afford to a llocate for com
pensation, rather than on the 

in pastors' compensati~ 
more- churches are addin0 

laity UJ~ strofs ! 

One by-product of that is an 
increase in the number of lay 
program staff members. The 
proposal to add a second min
ister w ith a salary of $24,000 
annually may win easy en
dorsement. When the pro
posal is presented, however, 
~s. a total package of $51 ,000, 
1t 1s not uncommon for some
one to urge, "Why don't we 
look for a lay program spe
cialist? The church d own the 
s~reet has a lay program spe
oahst who is paid $22,000 a 
year. Add in Social Security, 
car allowance, and pension, 
and that comes to about 
$30,000. We could use that 
other $21,000 to hire another 
part-time program specialist 
and still have money left over 

(co11ti1111eri 011 pnge 2-t! 
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Introducing New Day 1989-90 
by John Kieme le 

the North Ant~~ll.th 
appointed gtc:i t 1cal\ t"l\illist N
EW DAY is a 

. their mini~try ll.~ Clf 13.aPtis( Opportunity ~f 
to assist Nor th Amenc<ll\ "'1sic:i eight d C:?nference. This 
pursue the ministry Opp l3ap~ Clfld a~~t_res to broaden 
them. Clttt.i. 1~t C:ol\ •hties as w ell as 

The J:>urpose of NE~ lJ l\ities Cference churches 
by eqmppmg and bmlqi A.y . 0 d has given to 
can attain to the full ~ l\g ti. 13 to b . 
ciples, and to teach the~ e<lsll.~ the c~ng glory to God 
God. te> 0~ of C Urch body so all 

NEW DAY uses a varie selVe ~~, to make dis-
bining music and dra~aty Clf . e commands of 
concerts to cha llenge the ' thet"l\1l"list 
ences. NEW DAY also he<lc! te<lnt ry channels. Com
School classes, m en's C\te<lch sand 1Presents evening 
groups, children's progral\c! :s Ot.i.t 

1~arts of its audi
h?spita ls and schools .....__ ~s. r Clt"l\en· lroug h Sunday 
mty are open for minist:y ""he e treats s groups, you th 
~EW DAY's 1989-90 t te"er ci nursing homes/ 

Midwest/East sections Cl Ot.i.r . 00rs of opportu-
Chris tmas break and th f the""111 co 
Midwest sections after \:. e S0 ll. C:onfe l"lcentrate on the 
approximately 50 Confetehtist~h /lJ.stence before the 
nmg of October to the be ~ce c as. 1'h · and Canadian 

I introduce the 1989-gtl%i hllrche e team will vis it 
hopes that this informati Nt:~ of M.~ frorn the begin
pray for th~ teai:n._ The f<litc:il\ "v· DA.V y. 
for others m mm1stry nt h~l l\J he) tearn w ith the 
efforts and results. a~e s.PraYerp You effectively 
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18l"lifica~ 0 ~ God 's people 
t 1rnpact on the 

Directors 

John Kiemele 
Is in his seventh tour 
with New Day; is a 
member of Ashley 
Baptist Church, Ashley, 
ND; has a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Chris
tian Education and 
Biblical Studies from 
Northwestern College, 
Roseville, Minnesota; and 
has a lso served in a 
number of North Ameri
can Baptist Conference 
churches in both volun
tary and part-time s taff 
positions. 

Daniel Grueneich 
Lives in Rock Rapids, 
Iowa, w here he is a 
member of Fa ith Baptist 
Church; has graduated 
from Northwest Schools 
in Portland, Oregon, 
specializing in a irline/ 
travel; has also a ttended 
North American Baptist 
College in Edmonton, 
Alberta, and Sioux Falls 
College, Siou x Falls, 
South Dakota; for the 
past twelve years he has 
been involved in his own 
music m inis try through
ou t U.S.A. and Canada. 

Team Members 

Esther Devries 
Member of McDermot 
Avenue Baptis t Church, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba; 
graduated from Red 
River Community 
College in Winnipeg, MB, 
with a d egree in com
puter science; has 
worked as a security co
ordinator with a fi rm in 
Winnipeg; has a lso 
a ttended Winnipeg Bible 
College. Birthda te: July 
25. 

Roland Rempel 
Is a m em ber of Lakeview 
H eights Bap tis t Church, 
Kelowna, British Colum
b ia; has a ttended North 
American Baptis t Col
lege, Edm onton, Alberta, 
and Okanagan College, 
Kelowna, BC. Birthdate: 
September 5. 

Sheryl Gru nwald 
Has a Bachelor of Educa
tion degree from the 
University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, Alberta, and 
has been a teacher at a 
Christian school in 
Leduc, Alberta; has a 
diploma of Biblical 
Studies from North 
American Baptist College 
in Edmonton; is a mem
ber of McKeman Baptist 
Church in Edmonton. 
Birthdate: May 23. 

Tomas Schaer 
ls traveling with New 
Day for the second year; 
is a member of First 
Baptist Church, Elgin, 
Iowa; has attended Sioux 
Falls College, Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota. Birthdate: 
May 17. 

Paul Herr 
Is a member of McClusky 
Baptist Church, 
McClusky, North Dakota; 
graduated from North 
American Baptist Col
lege, Edmonton, Alberta, 
with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in religion; 
attended Tabor College, 
Hillsboro, Kansas. 
Birthdate: April 26. 

Ruth Schuster 
ls a member of Green
field Baptist C hurch, 
Edmonton, Alberta; 
graduated with an 
Associate of Arts in 
Religion degree from 
North American Baptist 
College, Edmonton, 
Alberta. Birthdate: April 
13. 

Heather Kirschner 
Has attended Alpena 
Community College, 
Alpena, Michigan, for 
secretarial studies; is a 
member of Ripley 
Boulevard Baptist 
Church, Alpena, Ml. 
Birthdate: February 3. 

Kevin Stevens 
ls a member of First 
Baptist Church, Minot, 
North Dakota; has 
studied music at M inot 
State University, Minot, 

D. Birthdate: December 
5. 

O CTOBER 1989 13 



Mambilla Baptist 
Convention Celebrates 

th Anniversary 
Text and photos by Wayne Bibelheimer 

T
he Mambilla Baptist Convention of N igeria 
celebrated the SOth anniversary of Christian 
missions on the Mambilla Plateau on May 27 
and 28. The Board of Missions of the North 

~merican Baptist Conference responded to an invita
t10n to send a delegation to Nigeria for this celebration. 
The Rev. Fred Folkerts, associate director of missions, 
led .the group, which included Wayne Bibelheimer, vice 
cha1r, Board of Missions; and two missionary appoint-

AFRICA 

The continent of Africa is two and one 
half times the size of the continental 
United States. Nigeria, located in the 
notch of Africa's West Coast, is more than 
twice the size of the state of California-. 
Nigeria has a bright future as her 100 
million people represent one fourth of the 
population of Africa . Half of Nigeria's 
people are under the age of 15. 
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ees: James Black and James Mische. 
This two-week travel adventure included not only 

the SOth Anniversary Celebration a t Warwar bu t also 
exposure to all aspects of the mission work and culture 
of Nigeria. O ur eyes and hea~ts we.re fi.lled with mag
nificent natural scenery, bea utifu l N1gen an people with 
deep spiritual need, g reat spiritual hunger, and radiant 
faith. 

As we made our way 
to the Mambilla 
Pla teau, we found the 
da ily afternoon 
storms, signaling the 
beginn ing of the rainy 
season, leaving us to 
fend for ourselves on 
the unpaved roads. 
Some ruts were so 
deep a vehicle could 
sink out of sight. 

In some places, ferries took us across the river where 
there was no brid ge. 

A choir representing one of the Mambilla Baptist Con
vention churches composed a song for the SOth 
Anniversary Celebration. The refrain: "Thank you, Dr. 
Dunger, you bring us to Jesus Christ. All Christians, 
we have to stand fast in the Lord always." George and 
Louise Dunger were the first missionaries to the area. 

Wayne Bibelheimer participated in the "armstrong 
power" to move the ferry across the river. 

Over 800 people gathered for the two-day 
SOth Anniversary Celebration. The people 
willingly sat in the hot sun for the eight-hour 
Sunday service. 

Fred Folkerts gave the key-note address, "Remember 
H is Wonderful Deeds w hich He Has Done" (I Chron
icles 16:8-13). Fred also brought greetings from the 
Board of Missions of the North American Baptist 
Conference, and introduced the Board's Vice Chair, as 
well as the two missionary appointees. The Nigerians 
applauded with joy over the new missionaries 
coming. 
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For our two newest 
missionary appointees 
to Nigeria: James 

$~~ Black (left), 1989 
graduate of N.A. B. 
Seminary, Sioux Falls, 
Sou th Dakota, and 
James Mische (right), a 
public school ma th 
teacher from Hebron, 
North Dakota, this 
was a time of orienta
tion. (They and their 
fa milies left in August 
1989 to serve in 
Nigeria.) 

A delegation from the Cameroon Baptist Con
vention led by the Rev. Samuel Ngum traveled 
two days over rough roads by Land Rover to 
rejoice with the Mambilla Baptist Convention on 
the occasion of their 50th Anni versary. 

The women in the kitchen of the Wa rwar 
Ba ptist Church prepared enough rice, fu fu, 
and vegetable beef soup to serve over 800 
people. 

During a village health clinic, Missionary Barbara Kieper 
gives an immunization shot to a small child . With an assis
tant, she has seen as many as 300 pa tien ts at a clim.:.' in a 
single day. 
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Some women walk up to four hours carrying their 
children to come to a village health clinic. Half of the 
15,000 believers on the Mambilla Plateau had their fi rst 
contact with Christian truth through the medical work. 

A day-old baby leaves the Mbango Maternity 
Center w rapped in a layette made by a 
Women's Missionary Fellowship group in one 
of the North American Baptist Conference 
Churches. 

Much of the medical work has been turned over to Christian Nigerians who 
are trained public health workers. 

A page of a "Power" magazine 
Sunday school paper is used as a 
"pill bottle." The print on the 
paper is as precious to the Nige
ria n as the med ication. 

A Nigerian boy receives 
the benefit of a bandage 
rolled by the loving 
hands of a Women's 
Missionary Fellowship 
group. A printed verse of 
Scripture is rolled up in 
these bandages to be read 
to the patient as medical 
care is given. 
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Spiritual hunger is evident in many 
places and in many ways. There is an 
insatiable appetite for Christian litera
ture, especially noticed among the 
officers of the police, army, immigration 
and customs agencies. 

"Red and yellow, black and 
white, All are precious in 
His sight. Jesus loves the 
little child ren of the world." 

Next to the Bible, the most used book in 
the home of missionaries in this remote 
area is David Werner 's Where There Is No 
Doctor. 

God spared Carmyn Effa in the 
wake of the sudden and trau
matic 17-hour evacuation trip 
by Land Rover from Mambilla 
to Jos, where they were able to 
fina lly obtain effective medica
tion to brea k a persistent 104 
degree malaria fever. 
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Evid ence of successful transfer of the work to 
the Nationals - this elementary school at 
Mbango established and constructed over 30 
years ago by former missionary, Ken Goodman, 
is staffed by a N igerian principal and teachers . 

The new chapel at the Mambilla Baptis t Theo
logica l School in Mbu s tands ~noccupie? for. 
lack of fu nds to finish the proiect. High mflation, 
plus the higher costs of building ma terials up on 
the Plateau, caused the funds to run out before 
the project was completed. The Bible school 
stud ents and fa culty wa it for God to lay this 
upon the hea rts of those w ho could help com
ple te this much need ed facility. 

James and Karen Szymans ki 

Hillcrest School in Jos is a private Christian 
School w hich serves the educational needs of 
our missionary children in both N igeria and 
Cameroon in grades one through 12. Of the 400 
s tudents, one third are missionary children, one 
third are children of business and government 
families living in N igeria from all over the 
world, and one third are children of N igerians. 
In addition to serving the needs of our mission
ary children, Hillcrest School is a fruitful mis
sion field in and of itself. 

TEKAN is the acrostic from the Nigerian language 
phrase, the "Fellowship of the Churches of Christ in 
Nigeria." The Mambilla Baptist Convention is the 
tenth and most recent member of this cooperative 
fellowship of Nigerian denomina tions. TEKAN 
members help one another in evangelism stra tegy, 
ed ucational a nd medical ministries, processing visas, 
international monetary exchange, guest house lodg
ing for the missionaries and visito rs to the field, and 
other areas of mutual concern as well as cooperate in 
a theological college in Bukuru, providing further 
ed ucation beyond Mambilla Baptist Theological 
School. The strong TEKAN network has grea t poten
tia l for influencing Nigeria in a powerful way for 
Christ. Nigeria, in turn, can influence a ll of Africa 
w ith the gospel. 

T
he word of God has fa llen on fertile soil in the 
hearts of the Nigerians in the Mambilla Pla teau . 
Since 1939, when Dr. George Dunger and his 
w ife Louise arrived in Warwar, the work has 

grown to 147 churches a nd more than 15,000 believers. 
The Mambilla Baptis t Convention is now a g rown off
spring of her v isionary mother, the Cameroon Baptis t 
Convention. 

The MBC is in the process of perpetuating the v ision 
of her mother by sending missionaries to unreached 
people in adjacent areas. The N igerian p eople are real
istic in their comprehension of the awesome task of 
spreading their treasured gospel to those w ho haven ' t 
heard . They are self-sacrificing and un tiring in their 
efforts to build the Kingd om of God in their part of the 
world. Their vision fa r exceeds their present means in 
both finances a nd personnel. 

The work of the Mambilla Baptis t Con ven tion in 
N igeria is worthy of our inves tment as we in the North 
American Baptist Conference fami ly pray, g ive, send , 
and go. 

The Rm Wayne Bi/?el/1ei111er is Associate Pastor, Quail Lake:; 
Baptist Cl111rcli , Stockton . CA, a11d Pice clinir, Boarrl of Mi::
sio11s, North A111erirn 11 Bapti::t Co11fere11ce. 
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president's focus 

by Manetta Hohn, 
WMF president, 
Kelowna, BC 

R
eaching New Heights! 
What comes to your mind 
when you think of our 
theme? It sounds nice ... 

the logo is pretty .. . the colors are 
attractive ... But what do the words 
mean to you personally? 

The challenge for our theme is 
found in Isaiah 40:31: "Those who 
hope in the Lord will renew their 
strength." Isaiah had s trong confi
dence in the faithfulness of his God, 

the Creator of the ends of the earth, 
to renew his strength. That promise 
was made to all who would wait 
upon the Lord. Today, we, too, can 
have this same confidence in God. 
Allowing the Lord to renew our 
strength will ultimately cause us to 
Reach New Heights for and with 
our Lord. 

In Scripture, we see that God 
allowed people to have dreams and 
visions in order to accomplish the 
work He wanted done. My personal 
challenge to each woman in our 
Conference is that you allow the 
Lord to give you a vision to Reach 
New Heights in your spiritual life, 
in your relationships, and in your 
ministry and service. 

My dream and desire for the 
women of the North American 
Baptist Conference for this trien
nium is to see 

1) the women's ministry in our 
churches strengthened so these 

ministries more effectively meet the 
needs of our women and reach out 
to others; 

2) definite growth in the number 
of women participating in our 
women's groups; 

3) new groups established; 
4) materials provided to help our 

association and local leadership 
become more effective in handling 
their responsibilities; and 

5) our Biblical Imperatives used in 
our programming and ministry. 

All of this is part of building the 
kingdom of God through our WMF. 
We have a great God, and because 
we do, I see a great and encouraging 
future for women's work in our 
Conference. However, we need to 
remind ourselves, as individuals, 
that we must cooperate with God 
and be obedient and faithful to the 
ministry He has chosen for us. 
Together may we Reach New 
Heights with our Lord! 

Our nJoy of Living" Ladies Bible Study: How It Started 
by Maria Rogalski, 
Winnipeg, MB 

F1
r a long time, some of us 
ad been concerned about 

he need for a ladies daytime 
ible study at our church. 

The Lord challenged me, one day, 
to take actual steps towards getting 
a Bible study orga nized and to make 
myself available shou ld He want to 
use me to accomplish it. This was a 
real "leap of faith" for me, beca use I 
had no idea how to go about it in 
our particular situation. 
~tep One was to ask our pastors' 

wives and several other concerned 
frie~ds to begin praying about 
getting a Bible study going in 
September of that year. As spring 
turned to summer and it ca me time 
for Step Two, giving feet to our 
prayer~ and making concrete plans, 
1 was fi lled with fear. The words 
from Psalm 32:8, "I will instruct you 
nn~, tench you in the wny you should 
f?O, gave the five of us the necessa ry 
courage as we assembled for ou r 
firs t planning me_eting, praying for 
much-needed guidance and di rec-
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tion from the Lord. 
We had heard good reports of 

Bible studies called "Joy of Living." 
After examining several others, we 
decided to use that course even 
though it was quite involved, 
requiring a lot of study and work at 
home by the participants. We 
wondered if our ladies would 
commit themselves to that much 
homework. One of our girls 
summed up our feelings: "If we're 
going to have a stud y, let's have a 
good one, and those who are serious 
about studying the Bible will do the 
required homework. " 

Step Three was to set the mechan
ics in motion. We set the date and 
time (Wednesday morning from 
9:15-11:00 a.m.), announced the 
forthcoming study in the bulletin, 
recruited discussion group leaders 
and child-care workers, and ordered 
the material. We personally deliv
ered invitations in the community, 
praying the Lord would send us a t 
least one or two from the neighbor
hood of the church. 

Step Four was to continu e to pray 
and leave the results up to the Lord. 
The quote, "We need only to be 

concerned about the depth of 
minis try, God will look after the 
width," became our motto. Our 
guide verse, 1Chronicles 19:13, "Be 
strong and let 11s show ourselves 
co11rngeo11s for the sake of our people 
(Indies) and for the city of 011r God. And 
may the Lord do what is good in His 
sight," gave us the needed hope and 
encouragement during the final 
preparations for the first study. 
~nd He did - beyond all expec

tations. What an encouragement it 
was at our very first stud y to have a 
s ingle mother of two from the 
neighborhood walk in asking, "Is 
this where the Bible study is sup
posed to be? My children are 
beginning to ask me questions about 
God that I cannot answer, so I 
thought it was time to find out. " 
The following week she brought her 
mother and a fri end along. After 
two yea rs, she is still with us. She 
has prayed to receive Jesus as her 
personal Savior. We have had up to 
five women who are not from our 
church attending as well as a lot of 
young mothers, some with infants. 

We begin with coffee and a short 
opening at 9:15 a.m., followed by 

almost an hour in individual 
d iscussion groups of six to nine 
women, each with their own leader, 
having prayer first and then going 
through the week's lesson, sharing 
answers and insights as to what the 
lesson means in our personal lives. 
For the last 15 to 20 minutes, we 
assemble again for a summary of 
the lesson and a challenge by the 
Bible study lead er. 

Once a month, we have a special 
time of sharing on chosen topics 
that pertain to our walk with the 
Lord in our everyday life. Everyone 
participa tes freely and shares from 
the heart. Sometimes there are tears, 

From the Director 

by Linda Ebel, 
women's 
ministries 
director 

Reaching the 
Women in Your 
Community 

T
he pressures a~d . stress of 
keeping the family mtact and 
two-career marriages are 
causing women to seek sup

port and nurture. Women are very 
open to sma ll group Bible study. A 
s tudy group at your home or at the 
office can serve as one healthy sup-
port system. B k 

Betty Yeldman of "Coffee rea 
Evangelism" offers excellent sugges
tions for overcoming the fear of 

· our reaching ou t to the women 111 Y 
neighborhood or place of wo~k. . k 

1) Give yourself time. Don t thm 
that the very first time you meet 

· ·t her to someone you need to mvi e . 
your Bible s tudy. If someone is new 
. . b h d or you have 111 you r neigh or oo / 

t t know her on a not met her yet, ge o 
casual basis firs t. We often put. toko 

Ives by thm -much pressure on ourse 
1 ing, "This is going to be my on Y 

1 . . 1 1. 11 It may take c 1ance to mv1te 1e · k 
several invitations over several wee s 
or months before she will say yes. 

but we come away blessed by the 
Lord. 

The blessings of this Bible study 
have been many. 

1) It has helped us to have a 
regular and disciplined time in 
God's Word with life-changing 
results. 

2) It has bonded us together into a 
close fellowship. We are concerned 
and aware of each other's needs and 
intercede for one another in prayer. 

3) The mixture of ages has been a 
special blessing. We have benefited 
immensely from each other's 
perspective and have received new 
insights into each other's needs 

Both we and the invitation have to 
gain credibility. . . 

2) Get involved m the community. 
Take opportunities like collecting for 
the American Cancer Society and 
similar organizations. It' s a way to 
knock on a door and say, "Hi, I'm 
your neighbor down the street." Once 
you meet your neighbor . (or co
worker), find ways to cultivate the 
relationship. 

3) Be sold on the study. Don't be 
afraid to say during conversation, "I 
have really enjoyed being a part of 
this study group. I th.ink you would 
enjoy it, too, for such-and-such a rea
son." Recommend it personally. The 
more you are personally sold on the 
study, the more your enthusiasm "'_'ill 
be communicated to those you m
vite. 

4) Show interest in the whole per
son. All of us resent it if we think 
someone is only interested in "mak
ing a sale," whether it's a product or 
a Bible study or the church. We need 
to be concerned about the whole per
son. If I sense that you really care 
about me, then I'm going to listen to 
you. 

What do you say if .. . 
What if she says, 'Tm afraid I'll 

look stupid" or "I d on' t know 
enough about the Bible," here's a 
possible response: "l can under
stand how you feel. We all feel that 
way about the things we don't 
know much about. But this is the 
kind of group where nobody will 
put you on the spot. And you won' t 

4) The Lord has developed 
leadership quali ties in those who 
never thought they had any. 

5) Child-care in the nursery has 
given some of our older ladies a real 
ministry. 

If you don' t have a ladies' Bible 
study at your church, if you have 
always hoped and wished you had 
one, and if you are willing to pray 
and trust God for "what is good in 
His sight," do as we d id: start one. 
For more information about the "Joy 
Study," write to: Joy of Living Bible 
Studies, Box 129, Glendale, CA 
91209. Telephone: (818) 244-2665. 

be the only one who will feel this 
way. Feel welcome to just come and 
observe for a few weeks to see if this 
is something you would like to_ 
continue." Emphasize the relation
ship aspects and take the pressure 
off. 

Or if she says, "I don' t know the 
people in the group well enough," 
assure her that she is not the only 
one unfamiliar with others in the 
group. This will help make it appear 
much less threatening. Think of 
low-key ways to introduce one 
another - a game, a favori te 
pastime, something "nonChristian" 
and nonthreatening to help the 
women become comfortable with 
one another. 

She may say, "I've had a bad 
experience with Christians and the 
church." Say something like, "I can 
understand why you might feel this 
way. But please don' t judge the 
whole church or all Christians on 
the basis of your bad experience. 
Give us another chance. We' re not 
perfect, but we would like very 
much to get to know you better and 
to become a paTt of your life ." 

We don' t have to be the most won
derful Bible study leaders in the 
world. If women feel loved, ac
cepted , and understood, they' re 
going to overlook imperfections as 
we learn and study together. 

For more information, write to 
Betty Yeldman, Coffee Break 
Evangelism, 2850 Kalamazoo SE, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49508, phone 
(616) 246-0761. 
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Many 
Opportunities for 
Service in 
Cameroon Say the 
Palmers 
BANSO, CAMEROON. "There are 
many opportunities for service in 
Cameroon, only too little time to 
pursue them. Through the Life 
Abundant Programme, we want to 
expand the number of villages with 
health posts giving primary health 
care from 15 to 50 over the next 
several years. If we succeed, more 
than 100,000 persons in this area of 
Ca meroon will have basic health 
care for the first time. We have the 
necessary personnel, but we are 
trying to obtain gran ts for equip
ment. 

De1111is and Na11cy Palmer. 

We are in the process of establish
ing a Central Pharmacy w hich w ill 
supply all the drugs for our medica l 
work (two hospitals, eight health 
centers, and the Life Abundant 
Programme). When it is working 
well, our efficiency will improve, 
and costs will decrease. 

My small discipleship grou p (four 
members) is doing very well. This 
success only serves to emphasize 
the need for d iscipleship training to 
be available on a wide scale. 

22 BAPTIST HERALD 

Pray that these opportunities w ill 
not be missed. 

Dennis and Nancy Palmer serve as mis
sionaries in Medical Min istries in Banso, 
Carneroon. 

People in Remote 
Villages in Nigeria 
Open to Christ 
by James and Karen 

Szymanski 

GEMBU, NIGERIA. For five days, 
seven men and I traveled to very 
remote villages in hilly, rocky, and 
fores ted areas o n the Mambilla 
Plateau in Nigeria. Each day, we 
walked four to six hours throug h 
the hot African s un to reach the 
vi llages. My legs felt like rubber 
bands after the wa lk. However, a 
burst of energy would always come 
as the w hole village would com e to 
hear what "the strangers" had to 
say. 

fames a11d Kare11 Szyma11ski. 

God's s pirit moved in a mighty 
way. In nearly every vi llage, people 
committed their lives to Christ. 
Village Chiefs committed their 
children to the chu rch. When the 
village people heard this in ou r 

public gathering, the Chief gave not 
only his children bu t a lso the w ho le 
village permission to follow Chris t 
rather than their triba l religion. 

Another m an publicly gave 
permission for his wife to be bap
tized . For a long time, she soug h t to 
be baptized, but after our m eeting, 
he said that he did not want to 
hinder her walk with Christ a ny
more. 

We walked back to the point 
w here we would meet the vehicle to 
be used to drive us back home. It 
did not work. We waited another 
five days in a small, very hot town 
for the vehicle to be repaired. 
However, w hen it still could not be 
fixed , some of us took slow, over
crowded taxis to reach home . 

Upon arriving, I drove the Bible 
School stud ents who accompa nied 
us to their homes. A t the Bible 
School, there is a small wooden 
bridge made of planks, which must 
be driven over just right. There is a 
s ix foot d rop over the s id e. 

Fatigued and tired, we missed the 
planks. The Land Rover hung in the 
balance with only two wheels and 
the axle keeping it from tipping 
over. After gently getting out of the 
Land Rover, a ll of the Bible School's 
faculty, s tudents, spouses, and 
children came to he lp. Even women 
w ith babies on the ir backs helped to 
li ft the vehicle back onto the bridge 
by using ropes a nd logs. 

We thank God for His constant 
protection, care, and help in times of 
need . No one got hurt; the veh icle 
had very minor damage; and people 
worked together, a ll giving the glo ry 
to God. 

We trust tha t God will help raise 
up leaders to min ister to the needs 
of these new believers in Chris t. 

Pray for the continued hea lth a nd 
well being of ou r Mambilla mission
aries. There is no air service offered 
for em~rgencies, and it is a very 
l ~ng tnp ~o Jos for anyone seriously 
s ick or miured. 

Pray that the discipleship classes 
tha t have been begun by the Mam
billa Baptist Convention w ill he lp 
the Christians to be s trengthened 
and ma tured in their fa ith . 

Prayer Requested 
for the 
Congregation in 
Novo Hamburgo 
by Ken and Jerilyn Bayer 

NOVO HAMBURGO, BRAZIL. Our 
neig hborhood knows about our 
congregation. Many of them have 
been in and have made d ecisions in 
the past, but as the neighborhood 
worsens, they cling more and more 
to their deceptions and lies. How 
needy are they for the Gospel? 

Kw a11d /erily11 Bayer n11d fam ily. 

Consider this. W hile sleeping in 
her hom e, not even a block from our 
church, a young man broke in and 
murd ered an elderly woman in her 
s leep. A little w hile later, this same 
assassin, w hile s ipping beer in a 
neighborhood bar, jus t a few doors 
down from the church, was gutted 
with a butcher knife by members of 
the other family. Murder on one side 
of the church, revenge on the other. 

T he church s tands in the middle, 
visible, and present. How does she 
make herself felt to the pressing 
needs around her? 

Consider this. Most of the mem
bers of our congregation walk to 
and from our services. They need to 
walk in groups so as not to be 
assaulted . There is at least one 
assault per week on the street of the 
church, and it is not even in the 
more dangerous a reas of the city. 

Not all the members com e to 
church at one time either. Someone 
is a lways left a t home to watch the 
house. If the house is left una t
tended for even a few hours, the 
possibility of finding a hom e 
stripped bare is very real. How do 
the people of God live and demon
strate Christ in a situation like this? 

Consider this. One of our mem
bers works as a gua rd . He is the 
only Christian in the group. The 
others a re spiritists. This men1ber 
listens to the radio to pass away the 
hours, enjoying Chris tian hymns 
and messages. The others do not 
like to hear the Word. Recently, they 
have tried to get him fired for 
lis tening to the radio, even though 
they themselves are a lso lis tening to 
soccer games. How is he to react in a 
clearly biased si tuation like this? 

Pray for the cong regation in Novo 
Hamburgo. It faces great odds but 
has a God even greater than the 
odds. P ray for the m embers of the 
congregation as they face a society 
ravaged by the consequences of 
Godless living. They face danger 
every day, but their God is above 
circumstances a nd will see them 
through. 

Pray for the individuals w ith 
whom we work a nd w ith w hom we 
are discipling. Sa tan a ttacks each 
one of them personally, but their 
God is greater and has alread y won 
the victory. 

Begin to pray if you have not 
a lread y, so that the church of God 
will be established, strengthened, 
and spread in a land w here God is 
so desperately needed. 

Running Provides 
Ministry 
Opportunity 
by Sharon Jerzyk 

JOS, NIGERIA. At the beginning 
of the 1989- 1990 school year, I 
joined the Hillcres t running club to 
keep in shape. As I worked on m y 
goal of 800 kilometers by June, I was 
joined by several high school girls 
with the same goal. 

Ke1111eth a11d Sharo11 /erzyk. 

God turned our d a ily jogging 
trips into a time of ministry as our 
relationship grew. By listening to 
their daily problem s and concerns 
for the future, 1 was able to encour
age them to stay s trong in their 
fai th. 

Now a new school year has 
begun, and the s tudents and I are 
again facing the kilom eters, school 
year, and future toge ther. 

Hillcrest School has 471 s tudents 
representing 20 nationalities, six 
religious, and 13 mission groups. 
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HOW MUCH SHOULD WE 
PAY OUR PASTOR IN 1990? 

(co11ti1111ed fro111 page11) 

for some additional secretaria l help." One way to state 
that is the difference in total compensa tion between 
the clergy and the lay program staffers has become so 
grea t that larger churches now tend to have a greater 
number of lay program staffers and fewer ministers on 
the payroll. 

Anothe r consequence has been tha t the rapid in
crease in the s ize of the fringe benefit portion of the 
total compensation package has been to price more 
and more congregations out of the ministerial market 
p lace. The highly visible example of this is the congre
gation that averages 70 at Sunday morning worship 
and d iscovers the total compensation for a fu ll-time 
resident pastor now comes out to $7 to $12 per wor
shipper per Sunday. A second is the suburba n church 
tha t learns the tota l cost of ad ding a second m inis ter to 
the s taff, including housing and other fringe benefits, 
means they cannot undertake tha t need ed building 
program. The cost of paying off a $400,000 twenty-year 
m~rtgage is about the same as the compensa tion re
quired for that second minis ter. 

One of the more interesting consequences is to seek 
program staff members, either lay or orda ined, w ho do 
not need health insurance coverage since he or she is 
covered by the spouse' s p lan. The problem a rises w hen 
that st~ff member leaves, and the successor expects 
health insurance as a standa rd fringe benefit. 
~erhaps the wea ~est impact, especially fro m the pas

t~r s p7rspective, is the change in the na ture o f the 
d1scuss1.on when the time comes to set the sa lary for 
the coming year. Traditionally, that discussion was built 
around questions such as these: 

1) Wha t is the current salary? 
2) How much of an i~crease did we grant a year ago? 
3) How much of an increase w ill be needed to keep 

up wi th the cost of living? 
4) Does our minister d eserve a merit increase beyond 

the cost of living? 
5) Should we increase the amou nt for reimburse

ment for car expense? 
6) What are other churches like this one doing? 

. In recent years, t~a t discussion has been expa nded to 
mclud e three add1t1onal questions: 
. 1) What is the dolla r va lue of the total compensa 

ti on? -

1 
2) What proporti.on of ou r total expenditures are a l

ocated to mm1stenal (or s taff) compensation? 

t 
3) Whdat should that proportion be for a church of our 

ype an size? 

The most comprehensive cross-denominationa l re
sponse to these last three questions can be found in a 
new book by Dean Hoge, Jackson W. Ca rroll and 
Fra ncis K. ~heets, Patterns of Parish Leadership: C t 
and Effectiveness in Four Denom . f . os 
~ity: Sheed .and Ward, 1988). This re~:~t~o~se ~~:~a! 
compensation and support cost per active clergy" Yn 
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1986 was $28,651 for the Roman Catho lic Church, 
$42,750 for Episcopalians, $40,061 for the Lutheran 
Church in America, and $39,581 for the United Meth
odist Church (p. 58). (One of the reasons for the com 
paratively low figure for U nited Methodis ts is the rela 
tively la rge number of small congregations.) T hese fig
ures were calculated for 1986, before the recent huge 
increase in the premiums for health insurance. These 
averages should be increased by 16 to 20 percent when 
making comparisons wi th 1990 costs. 

It should also be noted that in the three Protestan t 
denomina tions covered by this study, the cash salary 
amounted to 52 percent of the total "compensa tion a nd 
support cost." The cost per househo ld for the compen
sat10n of the clergy averaged $382 per household in the 
Lutheran Church in America, $282 in the Un ited Meth
odist Church, $241 in the Episcopal Church, and $40 in 
the Catholic Church . Those average costs per house
hold were s ig nificantly lower for the Lutherans a nd 
the Methodists in those congregations w ith two or more 
fu ll-time clergy on the staff. 

The tota l compensatio n of the clergy was equivalent 
to 52 percent of a ll member contributions for the LCA 
49 percent for the Episcopalians, 41 percent for th~ 
Method ists, and 33 p ercent for the Catholic parishes. 

How Much Is Too Much? 
Unfortunately, for those who seek a s imple answer 

to a complex qu estion, no one formu la can be applied 
to a ll churches. It is possible, however, to offer three 
ge~era li za ttons that d o apply to a majority of cong re
gations. 

Firs t, if mo re than 50 pe rcent of all expend itures a re 
a llocated for the minis ter 's support includ ing cash sal
ary, housing (including the costs of mainta ining a 
church-owned house), pension, hea lth insu rance, ca r 
expense, a nd other items, that congregatio n probably 
w il l be squ eezed in allocating su fficient fund s for mis
s ions and benevolences, prog ram, eva nge lism, and 
maintenance of the rea l esta te. 

In larger cong regations w ith severa l people o n the 
payroll , the total cost o f a ll paid s taff, incl uding sa la 
ries, pens ions, Social Sernrity, hea lth insu rance, car 
a llowance, continuing education, and housing p roba
b ly s ho uld be closer to 40 percent than to 50 perce nt. [n 
several very la rge churches, that proportion is well 
unde r 40 percent. The basic gene raliza tio n is the la rger 
the size of the cong regatio n, the smaller the proportion 
of tota l expend itures a llocated to s ta ff costs and the 
la rger the proportio n for benevolences. 

Second, whenever the cash sa lary paid the pastor in 
the smalle r congregatio n tha t d oes not have any o ther 
pa id s.taff exceed s 30 percent of total expend itures, 
exclusive o f capital expend itu res such as a rem odeling 
program , someone shou ld beg in to worry. As a genera l 
pa tte rn , the cas h sa lary of the o rda ined s ta ff w ill be 
wel.l und er 25 pe rcent of expenditures, exclusive of 
c~ pita l expend itures. In many large churches, cash sa la
ries for the or?ained s taff a re equal to 10 to 15 percent 
o f a ll expenditures, exclus ive of capita l ou tlays. (This 

what's happening ______ _ 
• The Rev. Dessa Strecker, a 1989 graduate 
of North American Baptist Seminary, Sioux 
Falls, SD, has accepted a position as Missions 
Transition Director for the Baptist Residence 
for Women, Woodside, NY. She also assists 
w ith preaching duties at Ridgewood Baptist 
Church in New York. 

• J. Robert Cosand received the Army Serv
ice Ribbon for completion of the Chaplain 
Officer Basic Course in Ft. Knox, KY. 

•The Rev. Terrence Jarosch resigned as pas
to r of Bethel Baptist Church in Prince Rupert, 
BC, to become pastor of Ward Memorial Bap
tis t Church, Vancouver, BC, a Western Union 
Baptist Church, effective July 30. 

• The Rev. Martin Baker became pastor of 
Twin Oaks Baptist Church, Stockton, CA, in 
July. Mr. Baker formerly was Associate Pastor 
at Green Valley Baptist Church in Arizona. He 
and his wife Liz have two children, Nathan 
and Amanda. 

• The Rev. Albert Fadenrecht concluded his 
interim ministry at Ebenezer Baptist Church, 
Abilene, KS. 

• The Rev. James Grupp began his ministry 
at Ebenezer Baptist Church, Abilene, KS, on 
September 3. He previously served as pastor 
of Firs t Baptist Church, Mcintosh, SD. 

• James Black was o rdained at Timberline 
Baptis t Church, Lacey, WA, on July 8, 1989. 
He, his wife, and family are now in Nigeria 
for their firs t term of missionary service with 
the Mambi lla Baptis t Convention. 

• Eliezer Maass has begun his ministry as 
pastor of Vineyard Congregation, Long Grove, 
IL. 

• Chaplai n (Major) LeRoy Kiemele serves 
as Protestant Pastor to the Main Post Chapel, 
Fort Lewis, WA. He conducts two Sunday 
worship services w ith about 400 in attendance 
and is also responsible fo r the main Sunday 
School on post, with about 250 in attendance. 
He a lso serves as the chaplain advisor to the 
post-wide Protestant Women of the Chapel 
and Protesta nt Men of the Chapel. 

Three Faculty Members Join North 
American Baptist College 

• EDMONTON, AB. North American Baptist 
College announces the appointment of three 
new faculty members, effective Aug. 1, 1989. 

• Miss Irene Schroeder, of 
Vancouver, British Colum
bia, has been appointed to 
teach in the area of Chris
tian Education. Schroeder, 
a graduate of Briercrest 
Bible College, is in the proc
ess of completing her Doc
tor of Education degree at 

Biola University. She brings to her position 
several years of teaching experience, having 
taught at Briercrest as well as Biola Univer
sity. 

• Miss Carol Potratz has 
been appointed as Associ
ate Dean of Students and 
to teach in the area of Com
munica tions and Christian 
Education as well as to as
sist with student recruit
ment. Potratz is a g raduate 
of the North American 

Baptist Seminary with an M.A. in Christian 
Education. She comes to N.A.B. College with 
a weal th of practical experience, having served 
for the last eight years as Director of Christian 
Education at Bismarck Baptist Church, Bis
marck, N.D. 

• Dr. Dan Kelly, former Preside nt of 
Okanagan Bible College, will teach for one 
semester in the area of Missions . Kelly has 
served as a missionary with North American 
Indian Missions. His practical experience in 
missions is complemented with his academic 
preparation, having earned a doctorate in 
Missiology from Fuller Theological Seminary. 

Both Kelly and Schroeder will aslo serve as 
adjunct professors to the North American Bap
tist Divinity School. 

• Dr. Paul Thompson became pastor of 
Parma Heights Baptis t Church, Parma 
Heights, OH effective September 1. 

• Ronald Rupp became Minister of Music 
and Worship at First Baptist Church, Elk 
Grove, CA, effective August 1. Ron formerly 
was Minister of Music at Grace Community 
Church in Tempe, Arizona. He and his wife 
Barbara have three child ren: Brent, Todd, and 
Jennifer. 

• The Rev. Bill Russell concluded his in
terim ministry at Parma Heights Baptist 
Church, Ohio. Dr. Paul Thompson became 
senior pastor at Parma Heights Baptist on 
September 1. 

• Rod Boss is serving as Associate Pastor a t 
Parkland Baptist Church, Spruce Grove, AB. 

• The Rev. Erwin and Lily Kelbert have 
started a church planting project in Transcona, 
MB. This is a shared p roject of the Manitoba 
Association and the North American Baptist 
Conference Church Growth Ministries Depart
ment. Kelbert previously served as pastor of 
Silverwood Baptist Church, Saskatoon, SK. 

• Larry and Heather Lamb began a church 
planting ministry in Carlsbad, CA, on August 
1. This new work is a shared project of the 
Southern California Association and the North 
American Bapfr'!t Conference Church Growth 
Minis tries Department. 

• Graham Kern was ordained to the Chris
tian ministry on Sunday, May 21. The congre
gations of the Raymore and Nokomis Baptist 
Churches, along with rela tives and friends, 
filled the Raymore Baptist Church for a cele
bration of worship as their pastor was or: 
dained. The Rev. Larry Froese, Devon, AB, 
delivered the ordination message, "God's 
Blueprint for the Church." Dr. Edwin Kern, 
Edmonton, AB, gave the charge to the church, 
and the Rev. Richard Grabke, Springside Bap
tist Church, welcomed Pastor Kern into the 
Ministry and presented to him the Ordination 
Certificate. 

•Garry Dirk was orda ined into the Christian 
ministry at Pilgrim Baptist Church, Vancou
ver, BC, on July 9. He is pastor of Pilgrim 
Church. 

proportion varies g rea tly depending on the use of lay 
prog ram s ta ff versus ordained staff.) 

What About Next Year? 
The s implest answer to next year is to recommend a 

fi ve or six percent incr~ase in the c~sh s~ l~ry, perhaps 
add a tiny percentage increase for ment, and go on 
to the next item on the agenda. 

and insuring an automobile continues to rise. A t least a 
few pastors w ill ask that the increase be allocated to 
the retiremen t or pension account. The arrival of a new 
minister may be accompanied by a switch from a 
church-ow ned dwelling to the paym ent of a housing 
allowance. 

A m ore complex response wou ld b~ to re~iew the 
entire compensation package to determine w hich com
ponents of that package should be increas~d. In so1-i:ie 
cong regations for example, most of the u~crease m 
Co t. ' tor iiex t year w ill be in health msurance mpensa 10n . 
P 

. F others 1·t may be fu ll reimbu rsement rem1ums. or , . . 
for travel expenses as the cost of ownmg, opera tmg, 

Those concerned w ith the long-term im plications 
may want to go into far more d etail to determine how 
much of tota l congregational expenditures are allo
cated to support of the minis ter and decide whether 
that proportion is too hig h or too low. 

W hat's your preference? n 

Copyright ©1989 by Lyle E. Schnller, 530 North Brninnrd 
St. , Nn perville, IL 60563-3199. 
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I commissioned to Witness I 

Praise God for People 
Receiving Christ as 
Savior and for His 
Growing Church 

•MINNEAPOLIS, MN. 
Five new members were 
welcomed at Faith 
Baptist Church. Three of 
these came through 
transfer of letter and 
two by experience and 
former bap tism. The 
Rev. Harvey Mehlhaff is 
senior pastor. - Anne 
Kruegel 

• EUREKA, SD. The 
Rev. Perry Schnabel 
recently extended the 
right hand of fellowship 
to eight individuals 
who recently became 
new members of First 
Baptist Church. 
- Delores Bertsch 

•GRAND FORKS, ND. 
Grace Baptist Church 
recently extended the 
hand of fellowship to 22 
people: 10 by baptism 
and 12 by transfer of 
membership or confes
sion. "Under the 
leadership of our 
pastors, the Reverends 
Phy! Putz and Bud 
Fuchs, our Church is 
growing, and we sense 
the moving of the Holy 
Spirit," says Mrs. Fred 
Kranzler. 
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The new members are 
placed in shepherding 
groups, which meet 
monthly, to be minis
tered to, to grow 
spiritually and then to 
serve. 

•MEDICINE HAT, AB. 
Faith Baptist Fellowship 
had its firs t baptismal 
service a t Temple 
Baptist Church. The 
Rev. Allen Unger, 
pastor, welcomed 
several new members. 
"We praise the Lord for 
the way He works in 
people's hearts. These 
new members are 
excited about working 
for the Lord in His 
church," reports Arlene 
Ohlmann. 

•RAYMORE, SK. 
Pastor Graham Kern 
baptized three young 
people at the Raymore 
Baptist Church. The 
congregation also 
rejoiced with the 
parents in a baby 
d edication service 
during a Sunday 
morning worship 
service. - Mrs. Irma 
Brightman 

• LETHBRlDGE, AB. 
Sixteen people were 
received into member
ship at Park Meadows 

Baptist Church. Twelve 
were baptized by the 
Rev. Barry Seifert, and 
four came by testimony. 
A new life banquet/hog 
roast was held to 
celebrate the occasion. 
- Mrs. Leslie Janzen 

•FORT LEWIS, WA. 
Chaplain LeRoy 
Kiemele baptized seven 
adults: six women from 
the Protestant Women 
of the Chapel (PWOC) 
and one husband. 
"These people re
sponded to Christ," 
says Kiemele, "all 
because one new 
Christian lady shared 
her testimony about 
requesting me to 
baptize her." 

Sixty ladies came to 
witness the baptism 
prior to their weekly 
Bible studies. Kiemele 
conducted another 
baptismal service for 
four to six adults as well 

as parent / baby dedica
tion services. 

• OLDS, AB. "Lord, 
what do you want me 
to do?" was the cha l
lenge, which Rev. John 
Wollenberg, pastor, East 
Olds Baptist Church, 
gave when s ix people 
followed the Lord in 
baptism. These s ix, 
including two couples, 
and one other couple 
were accepted into the 
church fellowship. -
Trudie Schroeder 

• FT. KNOX, KY. "Two 
soldiers have trusted 
Christ and two others 
have sought baptism," 
reports Chaplain J. 
Robert Cosand. "Sev
eral have prayed with 
me for restoration of 
vitality to their spiritual 
lives. I am deeply 
grateful to the Lord for 
this opportunity to 
serve Him in such a 
way." Cosa nd is a 
battalion chaplain for 
the U.S. Army. 

I compelled to Serve 

Steamboat Rock 
Church Uses School for 
Children's Outreach 

•STEAMBOAT ROCK, 
IA. First Baptis t Church 
is anticipating another 
rewarding year in their 
Awana program. A 
public school in Steam
boat Rock offers its 
facilities to the Church 
each week. Children 
from four area commu-

nities a ttend. This helps 
unite people in setting 
shared goals, making 
new friends, and 
sharing the importance 
of God's love for us. 
There is a spirit of 
cooperation between 
the s taff workers and 
the community to make 
this program an ou t
reach for child ren. 
- Jane Kramer 

Steamboat Rock Youth 
Conduct VBS at Texas 
Mission 

•STEAMBOAT ROCK, 
IA. Dan Derman, 
associate pastor, Gregg 
Hemmen, and seven 
senior high youth of 
First Baptis t Church 
directed Vacation Bible 
School at Garcia's 
Ranch Baptis t Church, 
Rio Grande City, TX. 
They taught Bible 
classes, led in games, 
and directed crafts for 
50 children ages 5-18. 
The group also went 
across the border into 
Mexico to become 
acquainted with the 
lifestyles and personali
ties of the people there. 
_Verna Luiken 

Youth at Crystal 
Springs Camp Do "Pay 
Back Time" 

• MEDINA, ND. Senior 
High Camp 11, held in 
July at Crystal Springs 
Baptist Camp, was 
made up of high school 
students entering their 
senior year and those 
who will be entering 
their freshman year of 
college. For many of 
these s tudents, this may 
have been their last 
"camp" experience. 

To mark history both 
in the young peoples' 
lives and on the campus 
of Crystal Springs, the 
campers decided to do a 
work project. This 
project, "A Pay Back 
Time," was service 
given to the camp for 
the yea rs of inspiration 
and enjoyment given to 
them throughout their 
years as campers. 

The project was given 
to the young people by 
the camp manager, Bill 
Sunderlin. It was to 
clean out several rows 
of trees that divide the 
camp grounds from a 
R. Y. / camper trailer 
area. These tree-rows 
were quite overgrown 
with grass and small 
bushes.Several dead 
trees were removed for 
firewood to be used for 
other camping pro
grams during the year. 

Several years earlier, 
this same group of 
campers provided 
funds through offerings 
during a week of camp 
to purchase new song 
books for the camp 
chapel. The desire of the 
young people this year 
was again to put 
something of them
selves back into the 
camp. - Eric Coulon 

Cooke and Sems Speak 
at Dickinson Church 

•DICKINSON, ND. 
Guest speakers at 
Hillside Baptist Church 
have been the Rev. 
Ralph Cooke, who led 
an expository preaching 
series, and the Rev. 
David Sems, who spoke 
at a cou ple's retrea t and 
in the Sunday services. 

Several high school 
and college students 
attended a youth retreat 
in Grand Forks and 
reported that the 
emphasis on personal 
devotions was very 
useful. - Mrs. Fred 
K11 lis'1 

Kulish Serves Overseas 

Carma Kulish, serving 
in Al Ain, United Arab 
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Emirates, is part of the 
Support Staff teaching 
missionary children 
who are in need of 

special services. She 
also teaches music in a 
Lebanese school. 
- Mrs. Fred Kulish 

Challenged to Grow 

Monthly Pot-lucks 
Help Increase Chapel 
Attendance at Army 
Base 

• FORT LEWIS, WA. 
"We increased our 
chapel a ttendance by 
having a Parish Pot
luck once every month 
- the last Sunday 
evening, with a special 
emphasis for each one. 
We use fi lms, puppets, 
sing-a-longs, and family 
wrea th-making," 
reports Chaplain LeRoy 
Kiemele, stationed at 
the U.S. Army base in 
Fort Lewis. 

Temple Church Bums 
Mortgage 

• LEDUC, AB. Mem
bers and friends of 
Temple Baptist Church 
witnessed the burning 
of the church mortgage, 
June 25. "Both pastors 
who served the church 
through the building 
program attended the 

service," reports Mrs. 
Fleck. 

Pastor John Martens 
served the church 
during the p lanning, 
building, and comple
tion of the sanctuary. He 
spoke about faithfulness 
of the church members 
to God. 

Pastor Frank Schmidt 
was pastor of the 
Church for seven years. 
When he left to serve as 
chaplain of our local 
hospital, the d ebt was 
almost paid in full. 

"We are thankful that 
this is God's house and 
for the part each one 
had in seeing it com
pleted. We now are 
looking forward to the 
building of the educa
tion w ing," says Mrs. 
Fleck. 

The Rev. Neil Parker 
is the new pastor of the 
Church. The Rev. Bert 
Milner served as 
interim pastor. 
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Rochester Youth Give 
for Motorcycle for 
Nigerian Youth 
Director 

• ROCHESTER, NY. 
The youth attending 
Vacation Bible School at 
Latta Road Baptist 
Church gave $315 
toward the purchase of 
a motorcycle for the 
Youth Director of the 
Mambilla Baptist 
Convention in Nigeria. 

"Using a toy motor
cycle suspended by a 
string across the front of 
the sanctuary, we 
challenged the kids to 
raise $200 during the 
week," says Steve 
Freeman, director of 
youth and Christian 
ed ucation. "Each day, 
we moved the motor
cycle further across the 
string toward the goal. 
The kid s were encour
aged to go home and do 
chores for their parents 
to earn money to give. I 
am thankful that we 
have a Cod who is able 
to greatly exceed our 
doubts and limitations." 

Osoyoos Church Hosts 
British Coiumbia 
Association 

• OSOYOOS, BC. Dr. 
Paul Siewert, president, 
North American Baptist 
College, Edmonton, AB, 
spoke on the theme, 
"Running to Win," at 
the annual meeting of 
the British Columbia 
Association, May 25-28. 
Siewert pointed out that 
going the second mile is 
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a very important part of 
running to win. Special 
music was provided by 
Tapestry, a group from 
the College. 

Mrs. Helen Siewert 
spoke at the ladies 
luncheon, and Ken 
Priebe, missionary from 
Cameroon, spoke to the 
men. 

Calvary Baptist, 
Penticton, and Ocean
view Baptist, White 
Rock, were received 
into the B.C. Associa
tion. A new ministry, 
"Streetlevel," of the 
Vancouver N.A.B. 
churches was intro
duced to the delegates. 
It is a youth drop-in
center. 

The 1990 B.C. Asso
ciation meetings will be 
held at Sunshine Ridge 
Baptist Church in 
Surrey, May 24-27. 

Alpena Church 
Dedicates Son for 
Ministry 

•ALPENA, Ml. 
Recently, the Rev. Scott 
Joy, son of David and 
Beverly Joy of Alpena, 
spoke and was dedi
cated for the ministry 
by the "laying on of 
hands," at his home 
church, Ripley Boule
vard Baptist. Pastor 
Timothy Powell gave 
the challenge to the 
minister and prayer of 
consecration followed 
by the observance of the 
Lord's Supper with 
Pastor Scott Joy partici
pating. 

The Rev. Joy, his wife 

Linda, and 14 month
old Joshua are serving 
at Grace Baptist Church, 
Calgary, AB as pastor of 
youth ministries. 

Melville Church 
Provides Spiritual 
Growth Opportunities 

•MELVILLE, SK. 
Several new groups and 
special meetings have 
provided opportunities 
for spiritual growth at 
Melville Baptist Church. 

A Ladies' Bible Study 
group, led by Beth 
Gould, meets weekly on 
Wednesday mornings in 
a different homes. 
Approximately 10 
women are encouraged 
by one another and 
strengthened in their 
roles as wife and 
mother. 

A Senior Adult Bible 
Fellowship for those 55 
years old and up, led by 
Len and Hettie Penner, 
meets once a month in 
the home of one of the 
seniors. Their study 
touches many areas of 
Scripture. One of the 
meetings was held at 
Heritage Place, where 
they ministered to 45 
seniors. 

The Melville Church, 
along with two other 
evangelical churches, 
hosted the Dobson Film 
series: "Turn Your Heart 
Toward Home." Those 
who attended gained 
new insight into 
strengthening family 
life. 

The Rev. Jake Lever
ette, area minister, and 
his wife Peggy were 
guest speakers for 
several days of special 
meetings a t the Church. 
Thirteen people recom
mitted themselves to 
reaching others for 
Christ. - Shirley Herman 

Dakota Youth 
Enthused about Their 
Retreats 

•CENTRAL 
DAKOTA-MONTANA. 
The Central 
Dakota-Montana 
Association junior and 
senior highs enjoyed 
special retreats in 
Jamestown and Bis
marck respectively. 

In Jamestown, forty
five enthusiastic junior 
high youth heard the 
Rev. Paul Keller of 
Aberdeen, SD, tell them 
how to "Beat the Sys
tem." They also viewed 
the movie, "Like a 
Roaring Lion," dis
cussed peer pressure, 
and competed in "the 
Games." The youth 
executive committee 
members led the 
devotions and the 
games. 

The senior high and 
college age youth 
invited the Northern 
Dakota Associa tion 
youth to Bismarck for a 
retreat. "The retreat 
made a big impact on 
our Jives because we 
were challenged to be 
disciples and spend d 
quality time w ith Go 
(qu iet time)," says Lara 
Frey. Billy Beacham . 
spoke on "Basi~ ~~ns
tian Discipleship. 

The youth practic~d 
the musical, "The Light 
Brigade," w hich .they 
presented sometime 
later at the Dakota 
Centennial Reunion 
Celebration in Rapid 
City, SD, and enjoyed 
recrea tion at the local 
YMCA, w hich was 
rented specially for 
them for the evening. 
Eighty youth attended 
the retreat. 

estate planning 

Can My Will Be Contested? 

One of the most common concerns 
individuals have about their wills is 
"Can it be contested?" ' 

The simple answer is yes, but the 
person contesting the will must have 
proper grounds. 

Grounds for Contesting a Will 
There are basically six grounds for 

contesting a will. The first ground 
for contesting a will is that it was not 
properly executed. 

• there are not enough witnesses 
to the will, 

• in some states, a beneficiary can
not be witness to the will, 

• witnesses did not sign the will in 
the presence of the testator, 

• the testator did not sign in the 
presence of the witnesses, 

• in the case of a handwritten will, 
the testator did not write the will 
entirely in his own handwriting. 

These are all evidences of an im
proper will execution. 

The second ground for contesting 
a will is lack of testamentary capac
ity at the time that the will was 
made. This may be alleged if the in
dividual is not of su fficient legal age, 
or d id not know the nature and ex
tent of his property or the objects of 
his natura l bounty. 

The third ground for contesting a 
will is that it was executed under 
undue influence. For a will to be 
valid, it must represent the free exer
cise and wishes of the testator. In 

other words, when you sign your 
will, you must be doing what you 
want to do, rather than what some
one else wants you to do. 

The fourth ground for contesting a 
will is fraud. You may be mislead in 
making a will, based upon learned 
information. 

The fifth ground for contesting a 
will is forgery. A will may have been 
s igned by someone purporting to be 
the testator, who in fact was not. 

The sixth ground for contesting a 
will is that the will has been revoked 
by the testator or by operation of 
law. State laws differ as to how an 
individual revokes a will. In many 
states, making a new will revokes an 
old will. Destroying a will revokes it. 
In some states, d ivorce will revoke a 
will. 

Making Sure Your Will Is 
Up-to-Date 

Are you concerned that your will 
might be contested, perhaps because 
of some of the reasons we have just 
reviewed? Or is your will outdated 
and in need of change? 

• Are witnesses to your will still 
living? 

• Have you moved to another state 
since your will was drafted? 

• Does your will appoint a per
sonal representative who would lo
gistically be unable to serve today? 

• Have minor children become fi
nancially independent, resulting in a 

Yes, I would like more information about Wills and Trusts. 

change in your desires for estate dis
tribution? 

•Have tax laws changed since you 
last reviewed your estate p lan? 

• Do you need to explore the pos
sibility of establishing a trust as a 
modern estate planning tool? 

• Have your charitable interests 
changed since your will was drafted? 

• Has the size of your estate in
creased substantially, resulting in a 
need for tax planning? 

• Does your present estate p lan 
make provisions for management of 
property in case of disability prior to 
death? 

• Are there any additional ways 
you may avoid probate at the time of 
death? 

Your answers to these and other 
questions may indicate that you need 
to update your estate plan. 

May We Help? 
We have prepared a speci~l W~ll 

and Trust Planning Guide which will 
be of value to you as you revise your 
estate plan, to make sure that it is up
to-date and will carry out your dis
tribution desires. 

Or if you do not have a will or 
trust in existence, I would encourage 
you to begin that important planning 
today. 

Please wri te today for your free 
copy of our Will and Trust Planning 
Guide. There is no cost or obligation. 
We just want to help. 

0 Please send me the Will and Trust Planning Guide. I understand there is no cost nor obligation. 

Please indicate if: 

0 Your es tate is over $600,000, or 

0 You own your own business. 
Name _____________________________ __ _ 
Add ress ______________________________ ~ 

City ________ Sta te / Prov. _____ Code _____ Telephone ___ _ _ 

Birthdate Spouse's Birthdate ___________ _ 
Se11d to: North A111ericn 11 Baptist Co11fere11ce, 1 South 210 Summit Ave., Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181. (708) 495-2000 I 
FAX (708) 495-3301 
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(Reflect io11s continued from page 2) 

People were listening to the serv
ice in restaura nts and other p laces 
tha t evening . "It is the greatest thing 
that has ha ppened in Hungary," a 
tour guid e told u s late r. 

N ever before had any kind of 
e vent, including sports, had an atten
dance of more than 10,000 in that 
s tadium. The reaction of the secular 
press, "It's a miracle!" 

Many of us stood through the 
w hole service. Storm clouds 
threa tened overhead, but the Lord 
withheld the ra in . Lutheran, 
Reformed , Baptists, Methodists, and 
o ther evangelical groups, plus 
Ro ma n Catholics had worked to
gether to plan this ra lly. Throughout 
Hungary, the secular press and 
churches had publicized this ra!Jy . 

Billy Graham closed his Gospel 
m essage with an in vitation to co me 
to Chris t. People sta rted coming, 
many running, from all sections of 
the stadium toward the platform to 
d eclare their faith in Chris t-more 
than 25,000 ca me forward for prayer 
a nd counseling . I was moved as I 
saw the spiritual hunger of these 
people and the joy in the freed om 
they now had to express their need 
for God a nd their beliefs openly. 

I also read the news accou nts of 
East Germans, va ca tioning in Hun
gary, fleeing across w ha t they hoped 
was the Hungarian-Austrian 
border- hoping the person they 
would meet would be a n Aus tria n to 
welcom e them to freed o m. Since 
then, the Hungarian government has 
assisted tens of thousands to en ter 
West Germany. 

I though t of Kent Ca rlson 's a rticle 
in the Ju ne issue of the Baptist Her
ald a nd his challenge that unless we 
truly hu nger and thirs t for God , we 
w ill not truly wors hip Him. I saw 
and met people w ith spiritual 
hunger and th irs t fo r God-and for 
freedom-this summer! I wondered, 
how thirs ty am I? 

- Barbara Bi11der 
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in memoriam 

ARTHUR EDEL (55), Maple Ridge, BC; 
born Sept. 5, 1933, d ied May 5, 1989; mar
ried Irma Reimer, Sept. 1, 1955; served in 
several N.A.B. Conference churches as 
deacon, treasurer, junior church and Sun
day school teacher, boys' club leader, choir 
and quartet member; n1ember of Berg 
Chorale and Gideons; survived by his wife, 
Irma; son, Keith; two daughters: Kathy and 
husband Larry, and Nancy; two grand
daughters; parents, Albert and_ Julia Ed~l; 
two brothers: Harvey and Enc; two sis
ters: Elsie Timm and Margaret Albrecht; 
the Reverends Dieter Gohl and Delvin 
Bertsch, pastors, funeral service. 

MARTH A (KRUSE) BUSS (76), Little Rock, 
IA; born June 5, 191 2, to Klass and Eliza
beth Kruse, White, SD; d ied May 10, 1989; 
married Fred Buss, Dec. 3, 1932; member, 
Central Baptist, George, IA; survived by 
two sons: John, Auburn, WA; Klass, Little 
Rock, IA; three daughters: Bernita (Bur
dell) Klassen, Lucille (Alvin) Gruis, Kay
leen (Dwight) Nolte; 19 grandchildren; 10 
grea t-grandchild ren; fi ve sisters: Claretta 
Van Sla ten, Rose Geerdes, Mary De Boer, 
Bernice Meinerts, and Elizabeth Arends; 
predeceased by her husband, parents, 
three brothers, three sisters, and infant 
daughter; Rev. Terry Midkiff, pastor, fu
nera I service. 

HERMAN F. LAUBACH, (81), Okeene, 
OK, born Nov. 25, 1907, in Okeene, OK, to 
Charles and Anna Laubach, died May 22, 
1989; married Elma Vogt, Nov. 25, 1927; 
member, trustee, and deacon, Zion Baptist 
Church; survived by his wife; two sons: 
Dale, Ed mond, OK, and Glen, Truth or 
Consequences, NM; three brothers: Char
ley, Leo, and Frank; five grandsons; one 
granddaughter; and one great-grandson; 
predeceased by three brothers and one 
daughter; The Reverends Elton Kirs tein 
Leland Friesen, pastors, memorial services. 

JOHN SCHOENHALS (82), Shattuck, OK; 
born April 4, 1907; died May 27, 1989; 
married Martha Kessler, May 11, 1937; 
member, Eben~zer Baptist, Shattuck; pre
deceased by his parents; two sisters: Es
ther Schoenhals and Victoria Schaefer; four 
brothers: Henry, William, Fred, and Ben; 
and one granddaughter; survived by his 
wife, Martha; daughter, Anneva (John) 
Sanders, Seiling, OK; son, Earl, Shattuck; 
two brothers: Reuben and Alvin, Shattuck· 
two sisters: Minnie Schoenhals and Huld~ 
Kelln, Shattuck; and three grandsons; Rev. 
Fred Fuchs, pastor, funeral service. 

LAWRENCE CECIL SIMPSON (86), Staf
ford, KS; b?m May 20, 1903; died June 14, 
1989; married Betty LaValle Stodda rd in 
1928, who predeceased him; married Lau
rabel Hildebrand on Dec. 21, 1952; mem
ber, Calva ry Baptist, Sta fford, KS; survived 
by his wife, Laurabel; son, Clare, Ka tonah, 
NY; da_ughter, Monnie Schroder, Ft. Smith, 
AK; eight grandchildren; two brothers: 
Forrest and Melvin, Satanta, KS; sister, 
Leona Bratton, Garden City, KS; Rev. El
ton Kirstein, pastor, fu neral service. 

100,000 
Bibles 

Distributed 
to Moscow; 

More Needed 
Safely d e livered to Mos cow in 

1988 were 100,000 Bib les . These 
h ave now b een dis tributed widely 
b y churches thro ughout the coun
try. This year, Ba ptis t World A id 
has b een aske d to supply an a ddi
tio nal 100,000 Bibles in the Rus
s ian language. Permits have also 
been received to ship Bibles in Es
tonian, Latvian, G eorg ian, and 
other langu ages. Ba ptis ts in the So 
viet Union u sed 26 diffe re nt lan
g uag e s in vario u s ethnic g roups. 

In the recent s p irit of Glas nos t, 
Baptis ts are a ble to hold evan g e l
is tic se rvices in community build
ings such a s co ncer t h a lls . This is 
n ow taking place in a numbe r of 
cities throug h o ut the co untry. In 
recent m eetings in Mosco w a fte r 
two nig hts of evangelis tic services , 
200 p e o p le m a d e professions of 
faith, and each received o n e of 
these Bibles. This is a g reat b less
ing to the p eople w h o own a Bible 
for the very firs t time in the ir lives. 

For a lo n g time, we h ave prayed 
to God for the a bility to send Bibles 
into the Sovie t Unio n . Now that 
the opportunity h as com e, w e n ee? 
to rise to the occa s io n and m a k e it 
possible for Baptis t Wo rld Aid .to 
comple te these s h ip m e nts while 
the opportunity is th e re . A fund
ing g oal o f $300,000 has b e en es
ta blis h ed for 1989 /90. 

Yo u m ay h ave a part in prov id
ing Bib les for the Sovie t U nio n b y 
sending you r contribu t io n t o 
Bibles for th e Sovie t Unio n , Ba p
tist Wo rld A id, North Ame rican 
Baptist Con fere n ce, 1 So. 21 0 
Summit Ave., Oakb rook Terrace, 
IL 60181. M a ke you r ch eck o ut to 
North A m e r ica n Baptis ts, Inc . Yo u 
m ay w is h to e n cou rage Y<?ur 
c hurch to set aside a commumo n 
o ffe ring for th is p ro ject. Thank 
you . 

Set 
Your 

Thermostat 
on 

Friendly 

leading resea rch expert 

A in the church sa ys w h e n 
bo th unchurch ed a n d 
c hurc h e d people a re 

aske d wha t they lo o k for in a 
church , a ll o f them agree about one 
fac to r - tire climate of the co11grega
f ion. 

T h ey are looking for a c hurc h in 
w hich they feel at home, w h e re th e 
p eople are friendly, a nd where 
there is a war111 a nd comfortable te m

p erature. 
A local co ngregatio n cannot be 

in a g rowth posture withou t an_ at
mosphere of love. A warm , lovm g 
spirit a ttra cts p eople . Ice cools b oth 
le m o n a d e a nd p e ople . A_ cold 
c hurc h, like m a rgarme, w ill no t 

sprea d. 
Growing ch urch es have lea_rned 

l. w to regula te the co n g regational 
10 h . 
the rmosta t, a nd they ave it set on 

"FRIENDLY." O 

Associate Director for Evm1gelis111 a11rl 
Clwrclr Growth, Ch11rcll Growth 
Mi11istries Depart111e11t 

anniversaries 
McClusky Baptist Celebrates 85th 
Anniversary 

• MCCLUSKY, N D. McClusky Baptist 
Church celebrated its 85th ann iversary 
on Ju ly 8 and 9 in conju nction with the 
State of North Dakota 's C entenn ial. The 
them e, "Yesterday, Tod ay, and Forever," 
was addressed by guest s peakers Dr. 
Ernest Zim belman, a son of the C hurch, 
Sioux Falls, SD; the Rev. Myrl Thiesies, 
and the Rev. Ron Seibel. 

Former Sunday School Superin tendent 
Fred Heitzman from California s poke 
about the Church during the time he 
served. Ella Heitzman Kirschman, whose 
grandfather helped s tart the McClusky 
Chu rch and w ho was the first Su nday 
School Superintendent, read the history 
of the Church. 

The J. D. Kirschman Family do~ated a 
stained glass window m a d e by Elizabeth 
Kirschman and installed by her husband. 
Pew pads were installed in m em ory of 
Debbie and Virg in ia Lasher and George 
Kessler. 

Many who had spent their you th in the 
C hurch and moved away returned to tell 
what this Chu rch had m eant to them. 

Napoleon Baptist Celebrates 70 Years 

• NAPOLEON, ND. Many former mem
bers and friends of Napoleon Baptist 
Church gathered to observe the Churc~'s 
70th anniversary on Ju ly 9, 1989. Spec1?,I 
recognition was given to Mrs. Lydia 
Schuh (97), charter m ember; to Mrs. 
Martha Grenz, charter member of the 
Wom en's Missionary Fellowship (1936); 
and to Mr. and M rs. William Pritzkau, 
who observed their 68th wedding anni
versary and who regula rly attend the 
Chu rch services. 

The Rev. Ralph Cooke, area minister, 
took par t in the service, and a challeng
ing message was given by the Rev. 
Mervin Kramer, Brandon, SD, a son of 
the Church. 

A memorial gift made possible the 
framing of p ictures of all the former pas
tors of the Church as well as the original 
and present C hurch buildings. - Adeli11e 
Kopf 

• Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Hess of Ridge
wood Baptist Church, New York, cele
brated their 65th wedding anniversary 
o n August 2. Mrs. Hess has been house
bound for some tim e, but her husband 
regularly attends the Church. - Mnrio11 
vo11 A/111e11 

Join Us For 
A Once In A Lifetime 
Spiritual Experience 

J
ust imagine the joy of haring pray~r and fel lowship 
with Billy Graham, Korean Baptt t and Baptists 
from around the world ! Or, fee ling the spmrual 

stre ngth rise within as internationa l church leaders 
speak the gospel and move you with every word . . 

You can join in thts 
once-in-a-lifetime piri
nml experience by being 
part of the 16th Baptist 
World nngress. imply 
call 703 -790-8980 for a 
free brochure today and 
start making plans. 

Raptist World A lliance Cl)ngr. .. 's:-. 

6 7 3 3 C urran Strcer 
Mclean, VA 22101 - )804 

703-790-8980 
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THANK 
YOU FOR 
YOUR 
GIFT 
The North American 

Baptist Conf~rence 
is an extension of 
the local church 
to effectively 
minister beyond the 
local community 
through overseas 
missions, church 
planting, and 
training future 
church leaders. 

-------- - ::-i IYEs, I want to give thanks to God 
by g iving for His work through I 
the ministries and the mission I 
work of the North American Bap- I 
tist Conference. I 

O Enclosed is m y Gift of $__ : 

O I thank God for these ministr ies I 
and pray for them. I 

Name __________ I 

Address ________ _ 
I 
I 

City _________ : 

Sta te/Prov. _ _ Code ____ I 

Church --------- I 
I 

Spouse's name I 

Send to "Celebra tion of Gratitude I 
Offering," North American Baptist I 
Conference, 1 South 210 Summit I 

1 Avenue, Oakbrook Terrace, IL 601 81..:._J 
L- ----------

Giving thanks is worship ... it always has been! 

Biblical records indicate that in the days of Moses , God instructed Israel to be 
thankful in their practice of worship (Leviticus 7: 11-14). 

It is clear that David discovered the joy of giving thanks in worship when he 
wrote many of the Psalms which bless our lives today. David declares, "With 
my mouth I give thanks abundantly to the Lord; and in the midst of many I will 
praise Him" (Psalm 109:30). 

The earliest settlers in North America were thankful for the possibility and 
reality of worshipping God freely according to their personal beliefs. 

Today, there a re multitudes from "AMONG THE NATIONS" worshipping the 
living and true God because they have come to know Christ personally as 
Saviour and Lord. 

Many more need to know Christ. Through an aggressive evangelistic church 
planting program, we are reaching people for Christ in new communities in 
Canada and the United Sta tes. On five overseas mission fields , missionaries a re 
faithfully presenting the message of salvation to people who have never heard. 
Together, as a Conference of churches . we are making a difference. 

Your gift to the 1989 "Celebration of Gratitude" offering will be used 
to present the Gospel through the ministries of North American Baptist 
Conference. 

GIVING THANKS IS WORSHIP 

"Celebration of Gratitude" 
offering 1989 Goal $375,000 

North American Baptist Conference 
1 So. 2 10 Summit Ave. 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60 18 1 


