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2000 
Selected Primary Long-range Goals of the 

North American Baptist Conference for 1990 to 2000 

• Provide resource mate rials and seminars for churches to effecti vely implement six 
Biblical Imperatives: Worship, Grow, Witness, Serve, Give, and Care. 

• Assist Associations to plant 150 churches and raise the necessa1y expansio n 
rninistiy funds needed for this . 

• Expand the mission commitment of our churches to include a greater emphasis 
on evangelizing people in Canada and the United States. 

• Assist the North American Baptist Seminaiy and Divinity School in implementing 
church p lanter tracks to prepare church planters for ministiy. 

• Assist North American Baptist Conference churches in their outreach minist1y to 
increase total worship attendance by 40 percent or about 4 percent annually . 

• Research , plan, and initiate church planting ministries among 12 new unreached 
people groups on our present mission fields as well as establish a new mission 
field . 

• Participate in evangelistic efforts overseas resulting in 50,000 recorded decisions 
for Christ leading to baptism and membership in a local church. 

• Assist the overseas national conventio ns to increase the ir number of churches by 
a net of 30 percent . 

• Assist in the train ing p f 1,000 national ministers overseas . 

• Raise and d istribu te $1,000,000 for world re lief and development. 

• Assist the overseas national Baptist conve ntions in discipleship education resul ting 
in churches that are self-governing, self-su pporting , and self-propagating. 

• Recruit and train 500 professional leaders a t our schools to follow God 's ca ll to 
service in our Conference and the wider Christian body . 

• Assist churches to develop ministry plans for meeting the needs and utilizing the 
po tential of the growing number of aging persons . 

• Encourage North American Baptist Confere nce educational institutions to 
cooperatively develop extension theological education opportunities for the laity 
and min isters . 

• Adhere to the highest leve l of accountability and integrity in all fi nancial activi ties 
of o ur Conference, Associations and our churches. 

• Encourage churches to develop minist1y plans fo r rapidly changing urban 
communities and the people immigrating to North America. 

• Work coward re ligious liberty, justice, and dignity for all people and peace among 
nations of the world . 

F rom the Conference 
beginnings in the mid-1800s, 
our early leaders from their 

study of the Bible concluded that 
Biblical baptism consisted of baptism 
by immersion on confession of fa ith 
in Christ. O riginating from Europe 
w ith a State Church background, 
they rejected infant baptism and 
acted on their vision to plant 
churches. They called these the 
German Churches of Baptized 
Christians (usually called Baptists). 

In 1988, we, as a Conference, 
recommitted ourselves to accelerate 
planting churches through the New 
Churches ... New Life campaign to 
the year 2000. Our people cont inue 
to be a people of vision. 

"Our earl y forefathers fel t strongly 
that it was their mission to bring the 
Gospel to the tens of thousands of 
German immigrants coming to orth 
America each yea r," wrote Dr. Frank 
11. Woyke in his book , Heritage C111d 
1'vlinist1y oftbe Nortb A111erirn11 
Baptist Conference. 

This vision continues today as our 
churches open their doors in 
ministry to new immigrants from 
Romania , Germany, China, Vietnam, 
and Mexico. Through our focus on 
Visio11 2000 and the Bibl ical 

Imperative: Commissioned to 
Witness, we find in our churches not 
just one ethnic group but people of 
many cultures, diverse heritages, and 
various ethnic backgrounds -
worshipping God and experiencing 
spiritual growth . 

The vision of the early leaders 
included providing theological 
educat ion to train ministers to bring 
the Gospel to the people of North 
America. This continues w ith 
renewed commitment today as our 
Conference seeks to train more 
qual ified leaders for our new and 
established churches through our 
two theological schools. 

In the early days of the 
Conference, leaders reminded the 
people of the rel igious freedom 
en joyed in North America. They 
challenged the people to "a greater 
effort in promoting the work of the 
church." With the crisis in morals 
and values in North Alr1erica today, 
God calls us through Vision 2000 to 
renewed commitment to Him and 
I !is ,,·ork. 

Our early leaders called their 
people to a high level of spiritual life 
and to fervent prayer - cond itions. 
they fel t, necessary for the gro\Yth of 
healthy churches. Again during this 
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year of 1990, we are challenged to 
pray and to grow spirituall y - to 
experience spiritual renewal - as 

individuals and churches. 
Our Conference has been and 

continues to be known for its 
conservative theology. Bllt then, as 
now, we are equally concerned 
about vita l Christian living - about 
addressing the realities and issues of 
the day. 

The Conference is committed to 
world evangelization and has been 
involved in p lanting churches in five 
overseas countries since 1883. Two 
new mission fields to begin in 1991 
in Eastern Europe and Mexico are 
being proposed to the General 
Council in June 1990 .. 

Our Conference of more than 
60 ,000 members is b inational w ith 
close to 400 churches and church 
plants in Canada and the u nited 
States. The Conference is divided 
into 20 associations of churches that 
are joined together for mutual 
encouragement and support. 

W 
e are a people of vision . 
\Vie have committed 
ourselves to God's work 

thro ugh Visiorz 2000. a strategic 
focus on six Biblica l Imperatives. 
We are a people \Yho have excellent 
gifts besto" ·ed by God ::m cl ,~Yho use 
them sacrificially for God's glo ry and 
the bui lding of the Kingdom of Goel. 

We :ire fulfilling the mission Goel 
has entrusted ro us: "to reconcile the 
\Yori cl through Christ." This 
characterizes the people of the 
churches \Yho are the i\orth 
American Baptist Cont\:·rencc 
cooperatively w orking together to 
make Vision 2000 :1 reality! 

Horh({mf Hi11d<'r 
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retreats to evaluate their minist1y 
and to set goals. They·ve evaluated 
their worship services and made 
changes. ·ow they are planning 
spiritual renewal retreats in their 
local churches. 

Pastors are experiencing spiritual 
renewal through area and 
Association spiritual renewal retreats. 

Pasto rs have commented: 
",!-~)' minis11y m11s1 he from !be 

oue1jlow of my u·a/k Ll"ith Cod. As a 
res11/1 of the retreat. I hal'e made a 
greatercommitme111 to fostering that 
Ol'e1jloll'. " 

".'ltfa11y hace experienced h/essi11g 
a11d i·ictory. Si11 has hee11 co11fessed. 
spirit11a/ u·o1111ds healed. a11d bearts 
a 11d lil"es opened lo sbare needs." 

'"/his retrer.11 Cf.I/lie al a lime 1rbe11 
! 11eeded ·rest ·physical~) ' a11d 
e11111/ ir1 11al~) '. " 

''llu1 retreat fJrrwided a ti111ef or 
me to ree/"a/uate my 1!/i:' a11d ///) ' 
111111istr)' hejrJre God " . 

"! J.!,ai11ed spiritual slre11g lh 
th m 11J.!.h e.w rcisi111-t the .\j)irit11ct! 
d i\·cipli11es oj f asti1 11-t m id solitude " 

A'>'>()( iation., ha' e focu'>ed their 
thenK-., on thl' B1bl i(a( Imper.tli\l"'': 
C.dlvd lo \X'or-.hip .ind Chall enged lo 
( JI"()\\ 

\X 'r I\ en throughout th1'> i<.,-.ue o l 

tliv l/apt1.\/ f ferafd \ "OU \\ill '>l'l" that 
I hl· '.1 riou., Confcrl·n< l' ck· part llK·ni... 

BA l'' ll ~" J IJl-l<AJI J 
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and schools have establ ished their 
goals to focus on Visio11 2000 and 
six Biblical Imperatives. 

The Conference has engaged 
people prominent in their fields to 
serve as resource persons for the 
emphases on each 13iblical 
Imperative. Resource materials have 
been and concinue to he provided a,<, 
each Biblical Imperative is launched . 
The em phases runs in three-yea r 
cycles to give time for study, 
appl ication. change. and growth in 
the li fe of individuals and 
congregations . 

Vision 2000 grew out of the 
hearts of l\orth American Baptist 
Conference people thinking together 
in regional and international ta.'>k 
forces. They \\'ere askcd 

• What do you feel is important for 
c , 

your church and the Con1erence. 

• What is needed in your church. 

fa mily. and li fe? 

The~e people said enthusiasticall y 
that six Biblical Imperati\·es \Yith 
speci fic and related goa ls - Vision 
2000 - should b e our cmphasis 
and direction to the yca r 2000. 

Delegates at the Triennial 
Conference in 1988 unanimously 

affirmed this. 

~ Called to Wors~p. 1989-91 
The focus on the 81bltcal 

Imperative: Called to Worship. 
launched in 1989. brought a ne\\' 
awareness of the need for church 
lead ers as well as ind ividuals to 

prepare for ,,·orship and to 
understand the clement.-. of ,,·orship. 
This led to the rea lization that it is 
important for the congregation to 
become more involved in \\'Orship. 
This then po inted up the importance 
of planning by the worship 
commiuee and an understanding of 

Schedule of Conference Services and Emphases 

1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 

Called to Worship ~ 
Challenged to Grow -.....__ 

Commissioned to Witness ~ 
Compelled to Serve -............_ 

Committed to Give ~ 

Commanded to Care ~ 

the role of the worship le1der. 

Resources on worship arc 
available for pastors and worship 
committees. They include 

• a bibliography o n worship . 

o a manual for worship comminees. 
77.Je Worsbip Pla1111i11g Co111111illee. 

• hook revie\Vs, 

• articles on \YOrship printed in the 
Baptist I /era Id and "Link." 

• a diagnostic and consulting system 
on worship, Worsbip 
Rediscol'ered, for church leaders to 
use '>Vith their congregation to 
bring new v ita l ity co worship 
se1vices, 

• and a video series, Pri11ciples of 
\\'lorsb1p, d eveloped by Rohen 
Webber of Wheaton College, to be 
used in seminars, workshops, or 
small study groups. 

Nine regional wo rkshops on 
worship. involving 827 registrants 
and 154 churches, w ere held in 1989 
in V:rncouver, BC; Ca lgary, AB; 
13uffalo , l'<Y ; York ton. SK; Detroit , 
Ml ; Crystal Springs, l\D; Lodi. CA; 
Winnipeg, MB; and Chicago, IL. Dr. 
Robert \Xtebber, Dr. j ohn . 

Thielenhaus, Rev. Ray Harsch , Dr. 
Ron Mayfonh, and Dr. Mel Lnger 
served as leaders. 

"Lay leaders and pastors wen: 
stimulated and motivated ro renew 
their mvn .,,·orship experiences in 
their churches," says Ray I Iarsch. a 
workshop seminar leader. "Some o f 
these churches made plans for 
worship renewal. and lay people 
encouraged their pastors to do so." 

~ Challenged to Grow 
1990-92 

In 1990 the emphasis on the 
Biblical Imperative: Cha llenged lo 
Gro\\' has been launched. 13~1iLTers 
arc being chal lenged to evaluate 
tlK·ir .'>p i ritua l development and 
maturit y and to fon1~ on sp iritu:tl 
rene\\·al. Artides 011 the spiritual 

disciplines, w rim.:n by members of 
the Grow Task Poree. are being 
published in the Baptist I !era Id and 
"Link ." Resources are a\·a ilable to 

~1 ss ist the loca l church in their study 
of the spirirual d isciplines and also 

to suggest ways these disciplines can 
be incorporated into the li fe of the 
individual ::ind the church. 

Churches and individuals were 
encouraged co begin 1990 w ith a 
"week of prayer." pa rticula rl y 
interceding for church planters and 
pra ying for the Lord ro raise up 
pastors and others to lead the ne\Y 

church planting r rojeccs being 
p lanned. 

Cba//e11ged to Gmu·- a 
pirit11al Re11e11·al Ne/real h:1s been 

p ro\'ided through the Conferenre 
De,·elopment Dcpartmenr. This 
2-1-hour mini retrc:ll . focusing on the 
classical spiri tual discipl ines. 
prm·icles an opportunity to meet 
\\' irh God in si lence and in solitude. 
The retreat m:neri:tl contains idl.·:1s 
and resources to 1xo,·ide 
opport unities to hcn)lnc spirituall y 
renewed as pastor.-. . \X 'ays to adapt 
the material for ~piritu al rene\\':tl 
rl.·trc:l!s in the loc:d dlllrch :trl.· 
~uggestl.'ll. 
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~Witness Task Force 1991-93 
The Task Force for the Biblical 

Imperative: Commissioned to 
Witness meets in .July 1990 ro plan 
the resource material to be pro,·ided 
for this Imperative \Yhen it is 
launched in 199 1. 

~Compelled to Serve 1992-94 
13asic resource materials ha,·e 

al ready been identified for this 
I m pera Live. 

~Committed to Give 1993-95 
The Development Department is 

in the rrocess of rroviding 
resources for rhe Bibl ical Imperative: 
Committed to Gi\'e. It is hoped that 
this will encourage indi,·iduals and 

churches to practice Biblical 
principles of stewardship. 

~ Commanded to Care 1994-96 

What is your involvement -
your comnlitn1ent- to the 
mission of Visio11 2000? How are 
the Biblical Imperatives 
becoming a m ore meaningful 
part of your life? 

The Mission/ Purpose 
Statement 

The strategicfocus of the 
Not·th Amer ican Baptist 
Co11fet·e11ce cooperative 
m i11istries in Vision 2000 is 
• to evatzgelize a11d disciple 

people globally 
• by e1lha11ci11g ministries in 

established churches 
• and plm1ti11g 11ew cbio·ches 

that are 
• committed to impleme11t 

six Biblical Impe1·atives: 
to wot·ship, grow, witness, 
serve, give, a11d care. 

ll \F l lJl )tl • 
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Sunday school class or a small 
group. It is loaded with a wide range 
of meanings. but mosr of you would 
probably agree on what it means to 
grow in Christ. 

Bur I have this growing 
uneasiness abour how effective we 
really are in helping one anorher 
grow into marure disciples of Jesus 
Chrisr. In fact, there is a rea l lack of 
clariry as to what it means to be a 
Christian in today·s world. 

f\ever in human history have ·we, 
as followers of Christ. had more 
resources ava i lable (at least here in 
f\orth America) to help us grow in 
our knowledge and commitment to 
the God we serve. I lei ping people: 
grow in Christ has spawned whole 
industries. which account for 
multiple millions of dollars in the 
f\orth American economy. Tens of 
thousands of people sell goods, 
'iervice:-.. and programs to million:-. of 
Chrisrian consumers . 

With all this hc:lp 10 grow. why is 
ii that we sec: few of our Christian 
family members and friend . ., real ly 
growing to he more obc:dil'nt to 
Christ\ . .,tanda rd:-. - to he mon: 
faithful and more di:-.ciplined than 
they were a year ago:-

1 '>U . .,pect that "omewhere we 
have taken a wrong turn . 

We have hecorrn: addictc:d to 
Chri:-.tian church-going. hut not 
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ARE WE REALLY 

empowered by the I Joly Spirit. 
There is no discernible difference: 
between the life-style of the 
Christian and tlic non-Christian. 

We have confused absorbing 
information w ith active, 
biblically-defined maturity. 

We have exchanged the pursuit of 
Godliness for the pursuit of how to 
fi x ourselves up to he more 
"fulfi lled." 

We have delegated the maturing 
of our:,clves and our famil ies to the 
church. youth group. denomination. 
publisher. and broadcaster. rather 
than taking on the respon:-.ibil ity 
ou rse Ives. 

? 
• 

W e are working hard 
but arc we focused on 
the right priorities? 

As I look across the Conference, I 
see all o f us, mysel f included, 
running hard in the race to help 
people "grow in Christ. " I sec a 
mind-boggling amount of effort 
poured out to help people grow. But 
I bel ieve that we are working against 
an inadequate definition and 
application of \vhat it means to help 
people "grow." 

Dal las Willard in his hook. 77.1e 
Spirit of tbe Discipli11es ( p. 18). says. 

"Sevenreen years o f ministerial 
efforts in a w ide range of 

denominarional setrings had 
made ir clear ro me rhar what 
Christians were normally told to 
do, the srandard advice to church
goers, was nor advancing them 
spirirually. 

"O f course, most Chrisrians had 
been told by me as by orhcrs to 
attend the services of rhe church, 
give of time and money, pray, 
read rhe Bible, do good ro orhers, 
and wirness to rheir faith. And 
certainly, they should do these 
things. But just as certa inly, 
something more was needed. It 
was painfully clear to me that, 
w ith rare and beauriful 
exceptions, Chrisrians were nor 
able to do even these few 
necessary things in a way that was 
really good for them , as things 
that would be an avenue to li fe 
fi lled and possessed of Goel. All 
pleasing and doctrinally sound 
schemes of Christian education, 
church growrh, and spi ritual 
renewal ca me around ar last to 

this disappointing result." 

Willard builds a strong case that 
the tra11sforn1i11g mmrrectio11 po1l'er 
of God in the life of the believer 
comes rhrough the practice of 
spiritual disciplines. 

One of the reasons the North 
American 13aptist Conference has 
undertaken the Vision 2000 strategy 
and the Bibl ical Imperative: 
Challenged to Grow is precisely for 
this reason thar Dallas W illard 
speaks about. There is this srrong 
tendency within the Conference and 
irs churches to believe that if we take 
last year's program and just tr1' to 
work harder at it this year. then we 
w ill see the kind of results \Ye arc 
looking for. 

But in my deepest momL·nts of 

reflection, I believe that we're 
working w irh the wrong formula for 
spiritual nurture in our lives and 
churches. How do you feel about 
that? I suspect the k ind of formula 
for spirirual nurtu re we need imp lies 
changes w hich I frankly find difficult 
to make p ersonally and 
o rganizarional ly. 

As a Conference, we have put a 
high premium on knowing the Word 
o f God. This emphasis has sustained 
o ur Conference throughout its 
history. 

We pur a rremendous emphasis 
on knowing the Bible. and I take 
nothing away from our efforts. But I 

"Growth is a Holy Spiril-le d 
process th1·ough w hic h 
be lievers know God and His 
pu1poses, becoming like 
Christ in character and 
conduct. " 

am concerned that much of rhis 
activity is based on a faul ty 
assumprion rhat if we simply fill a 
person ·s head \virh enough 
knowledge and facts. somehow they 
will turn our to be Biblical Christians. 

I have talked to scores of people 
around the Conference \\'ho long for 
God to shO\Y us a new definition 
and application of spiritual growth 
for our lives. 

The Conference task force on the 
Grow imperative \\"J"estled with this. 
The definition they sett led upon is 
significant: Gro11'tb is a 110(1· ' 
Spirit-led process throup,h ll'bich 
/Jeli<.>1 •ers k.11011• God al/Cl I !is 
p111poses. heco111i11g like Cbrist i11 

character a11d co11d11ct. 

I like the concept of proccs:, 
because it relic,·es us from the 
burden of guilt that S:itan \\"ou ld so 
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easily pur upon us. It allows for 
God's grace to cover my l i fe. It 
makes my walk with H im more of an 
adventure of purposeful decisions -
decisions that result. in changes in 
my character and my conduct, which 
my w ife, children , and those I work 
w ith can see. This is how I want to 
grow. Do you? 

0 
ur task is not an easy one. 
In rhe race before us. our 
churches need to be places 

of rene\\·al. where we come not 
simply for information but rather to 
encounter the Living Goel and be 
energized by rhc I lo ly Spirit fo r the 
nexr leg of the race. 

Finally. I \\·oulcl" im·ite you to 
reflect \Yith me on the passage of 
2 Peter 1 : 5-8: 

"For Ibis ue1y reoso11. make 
eue1y e.Dort to add to yo11rfa itb 
p,ood11ess: a 11d to p,oodness. 
k11otl'ledf,e: Cllld to k11011•/edp,e. 
seij:co11trol: a11d to selj:control . 
perseuerc111ce: a11d to 
perseuerance. p,odli11ess: and to 
p,odli11ess. brotber()' ki11d11ess: and 
to brotber~1· ki11d11ess. loue. For if 
you possess tbese qualities i11 
i11creasi11g 111eas11re. they u·il/ 
keepyo11fro111 hei11,f.!, i11ejfectil'e 
a11d 1111prod11cti1•e i11 your 
k11oll'ledp,e of 011 r Lord Jesus 
Christ. " 

This passage begins 10 :iddress 
the factors rha t make our knm,·kdge 
of Christ borh effective and 

p roducti\"C. 1 ask each o f you to pr:i\· 
\\' ith me rhat God ,,·ill gi\'L' u.-, :i 11L'\\" 
understanding of spiritual grcm·th 
and a nc\\· experience of grcm·th in 
Christ. 

/Jr.Job11 Bi11der. e.\·ec11tin• director 
.\"ortb .-I 111erico 11 Bti/Jlist On1/i•rc•11ce 

. l l "l\ I·: \ l)l)\\ 
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helping to win 
the world 
for Christ by 
the year 2000 

• • ~ s piritua.l ~rowth as \Veil :is 
• nume1 JCal growth was 

evidenced on all fi ve over
seas missions fields in 1989, and the 
growth continues in 1990 . 
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Our missionaries work alongside 
national Christians to ful fill the Great 
Commission in Brazi l , Japan, the 
Phili ppines. and Cameroon a nd 
1\igeria, West Africa . Plans a n;: to 
begin mission work in Eastern 

Europe and Mexico in 1991. 

M issionaries serve in a variety o f 
ways: .church p lan ting, evangelism, 
administratio n. theological education 
for pastors. medica l work, schools, 
strategizing, and targeting unreached 
areas. 

The goals o f overseas mission 
m inistries point to growth and 
helping to win the world for Christ 
by the year 2000. 

~ Our missionaries assist 
national conventions in 
church planting 

. Church planring is the top priority 
ol 1hc l\orth American Baptis1 
Conference: mission. 

Japan 

"/71(:> f.o rd iS fJril lf!,illJ.!, jJe!JfJf l! /IJ 

BAPTJST f IEHALU 

B ih le s111dies c111d 1cor sbip ser/lices al 

a 11.ew clmrch pla11/i11g tl'Ork in 

Kameoka started hy Missionaries 

Rei mer and Nobuko Clau sen . ''We 

praise tbe l.ordfor tbe miracle of 

fi11di11g property for 011e /bird tbe 
market p rice of la nd in tbat a rea 

a 11d for a co11tractor, altbougb 1zot a 
Christian. tl'bo tl'i// build tbe 

bu i/di11{!,jor a lmost 110 p rofit beca use 
it u •il/ be a cb11rcb." 

• Brazil 

Of the 342 cit ies in the State o f Rio 
Grande do Sul . only 65 have Baptist 
churches. Six million people live in 
these .'342 cities. 

,V/issio11aries Ken a nd Jeri/vu 

l3ayer l.Wl'e p la11ted lg reja He; list a 
li.oas i'V<was {Good /\'eu •s !Japt isl 

O~urchJ i n No1•0 l/a111h11rf.!,o. !Jrazi/. 
fl 1s 11011· a11 <>rf.!.t111ized cb11rcb ll'i/h 
4() 111emhen-. "011r u ·oode11 bo11se is 
' '.()/ huldi11J.!, tbe />!!O/>le uuy lol!ger. 
.\ereni/ li111es 11rm'. u ·e ho re hlld lo 

s A 

CJ,..\:.: c.o ·r, 

111eel outside 0 11 !be j iv 111 la11 •11 ." 

Baptiz ing helie11ers and trai11i11g 

lay leaders to co11d11cl 011/reac/.? 

bo111e Bih/e studies are keys to 

111 i11isl1y be re . 

• Caineroon 

/11 1990 tbe Cam eroon Baptist 

Co11 l'e111 ion pla 11s to secure la 11d to 

plant a cburcb in !be ci~) ' of/Joualo 
a 11d tu estah/isb a 11otber cburcb in 

/Ja 111e11da. 

• Philippines 

!11 lbe Lef!.azp i -/Jarap,a area of 
the Pbilippines. /011f!, - rc111ge p la 11s 

i 11c/11de esta h/isbinf!, a strong 
111u/tip/e staj/ 111u/tiple 111i11ist1y 

c/Ju rcb u ·itb a 1111111/Jer of satellite 
conp, regat i<J11s that 11'il/ r elate 

direct~) ' to the nwtber church 
{ estah/isbed i11 f 9H9J a ccording to 
/\I issim1(( r )' l.e/a 11d /3ertscb . " \\'1e p/C111 

tu es/((h/isb ourji"1st satellite g milfJ i ii 
1990." 

~ Our missionaries reach 
unreached people groups 
through tnission outreach 
by national conventions 
• The chu re hes of the Japan £3:1 pr isl 
Con ference are giv ing offerings for 
the ·onh American Baptist 

Conference m ission ,,·o rk in the 

Philippines. 

• Through the missio ns outreach of 
the Cameroon Baptist CnnH'ntion. 
people previously unreached for 
Christ are being reached on the 
mission fields of Bafoussam ( fiH' 
churches \\'ith 2 16 members and onL' 
pastor). !'\dian (nine churches. no 

pastors). Doua la/ Edea. and 
Ada mou a. 

111\i'e lveal~J ' appreciate t/Je belp of 
tbe Nortb ll111erica11 Baptist 

Co11fere11ce to 111ee1 tbe perso1111e/ 
n eeds 011 these fields I~) ' appo i11t i11f.!, a 
111issio11my ill 1990 for Ib is 11·ork." 
says Samuel Ng11111. exec11tiue 
secret my. Ca 111eroo11 Ba pt isl 

Co11ue11/ io 11. 

• Mambilla 13:1pt is1 Convention in 
·igeria re:1ched out \\'ith the Gospel 

to new are:1s. 

So111e postors and e11C111f!.elists u ·ere 

se11/ lo bring !be Gospel lo the people 
of Bali. Kasuu·a 11. Ndoro. 011d 

Ku111bo areos. 

"7Z1ese 111en ll'ho/ehearted~1· did 
their u •ork tbrou,!!,h !be support a 11d 

pmyers of tbe Christ ians in 

.\la 111billa. "says the Ne1•. Sm11ue/ 

r ulm in. e.\·ec11 I il'e secret my. "S(l/11<! 

chu rches //'ere p/a11ted: lb£~\' kept 

gro11'inp,. .\lore and 111ore churches 

u·ert! ope11l'd i11 the area until it 

heco111e three t1ssociotio11s. 7Zwr 
orw 111ized i11toojie/d in /9R9. " 

/ 11 the ,Vduro oreo. serero/ s111<1// 
churches bt11•e /Jee11 jJ/(111/ed i11 c1 

1111111/Jer <!/ 11 · ide~1 · scollered rill op, es 

Our 111issio11(1ries i11 Sigerirt 

perso11(1/~J' pa1·j(1r u11e <!/!be 
110/iu110/ n1issi(IJ111ries tu Ibis orctl 

V I S I 0 N 

~ Our missionaries assist in 
church growth 
• Four of the eight Japan Baptist 
Conference churches have already 
doubled in membership by the ninth 
year o f their ten-year-goal to double 
the membership of the Japan Baptist 

Conference . 

~Our missionaries train 
national pastors 
• Rio Grande do Sul Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Porto 
Alegre, RS, Brazil. The teaching 
staff o f this Seminary is com posed of 
pastors of Baptist churches . One 
pastor drives 700 ki lometers once 
e\ ·ery 1 ~clays to teach Greek to the 
stuclcnrs . T 'lvo of our 

missionaries-Richard Rabenhorst 
and Ken Ba yer-teach there 
pan -time. 

77.?e s111de11ts 11 •orkjilf/-1 i111e jivm 
7 c1.111. to 5 p.111 . lo support their 

families. !11 tbe el'e11i1tf!.S. they 

a/lend Se111i11my classes held in the 
Ger111a11 Baptist Cburcb in Porto 
.Af<!,!!,/'l'. '/Z?e_l' CllTi l'C' bOllll' ({/ 

111id11~!!,hl . 011 Saturdt(l'S and 
Su11days. the1· are i111'0/1 ·ed in 
prc1ct ical c!.m r cb 1rn rk. 77.1£~\' ((re 

prr~l'ill/.~ that they 111igb1 btll'I! a 
Jitl/-t i111e school in their 011 ·11 

faci Ii ties 11 ·;1bjiti1-t i 111e J>r<?fc'sso1-s . 

• Bicol Baptist Theological 
Training Center, Legazpi City, 
Philippines. ThL' goal i:- to h:t\"L' Ill 
students thi:-- \"L':1 r with :11 k:tst rhrn· 
\Yim .tn .. • prl'p.i ri ng lor ful l-1i11w 
p.1:-.1nral s1.:n in:. 

• Cameroon Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Ndu. In '.'"-1..·p1v111h1.:r 
I t)I.)() .• t 11L'\\ Diplonu ol Th1..·t 1h w\ 

'"' • 
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program begins. In September 199 1, 
a three-year Certificate of Pastoral 
Studies begins. 

"77Jese tu•o 11eu• pro1va111s along 
u·itb the Certificate o/Tbeolop,y a11d 
tbe Bacbelor of 'fbeology co111xes 
make our Se111i11my a l'ilal lifeline 
f br our Con1·e11tio11. "says 1Hissio1w1y 
Ke1111eth Priehe. ect111l{ehrn1 
secreta1yfor !be Co111·e11tio11 . "\\l'e 
tba11k tbe 1\'ortb A 111erica11 Haptist 
Ccmfere11cef or its co11ti1111ed suppon 
oft b is scbool a11d its st11de11ts. n Je 
m 1uoi11g tra i11i11/!. of;x 1stors a11d 
tl'ices is a result (1) 1(mrfaitbjill 
fi1w11cial support." 

• Mambilla Baptist Theological 
School, Mbu, Nigeria. S<.:vcnt<.:en 
students graduated with fi ve-year 
cenificares in pasroral studies in 
1989. During 1989-90. 88 students 
were enrolled in rhe Certifica te of 
Theology degree progra m .. n 
'>tudents· wive.'> 'itudied in the 
Women·s Department of the ~Khoo!. 
23 '>Ludents graduate in July 1990. 
2 U '>tudent'> and \\'ive., and fam ilil's 
\\ere pan of ,\ lamhilla Bapt i:-it 
Theological ~chool during the 
1989-90 school year. T w<..· lvc '>La ff 
m<:mhers < l () nationals and l \\O 

1111:-is ionarie-, ) '>e1v<: there . 

BAPTIST l IFHA W 

~ Our missionaries 
encourage evangelistic 
outreach 
• Short-term missionaries serve 
through "bridge-building" · 
friendships while work ing with 
srudenrs of Mie Cniversiry. These 
friendships develop through 
reaching classes directl y w ithin Mic 
l 'niversiry in Japan and assisting the 
Engl ish Speaking Socicry on campus. 

Rohe rt j oy, a sbort-tem1 
111issio11c11y i11 }apa 11, heji-ie11ded a 
tb ird~year eleme11ta1y ed11catio11 
stude11t at tbe u11iuersity. /ljier 
sbari11u the G'o~pel u·itb ber seueral 
times. be i111;ited ber to al!e11ct bis 
Saturday Bi hie Class. As sbe heca111e 
more interested i11 tbe Bible, she 

j oi11ed the !Jib/e Club. Sbe tbe11 

started to al!e11d the sen•ices ut tbe 
'f'oyogaoka Ch11rcb . Oi•er t1 period of 
time ofe1 •a11l{elistic 111eeti11gs a11d 
spiritual disc11ssio11s. she decided to 
.follou · Christ a11d u·as haptiz ed tb1:-; 
past Christ 111as . As a result. tbere 
bal'e hee11more 1111il'e1:~ity st11de11ts 
eauer l o disco1•er !be )0)1 ill her l(/e . 
and sereral ba1·e imtuired uho111 
haptis111 . 

• The women of Good l\'ew.s Baptist 
Church in Novo I Iarnburgo, RS, 
Brazil , are involved in an 
evangelist ic ministry. Eve1y Tuesday 
afternoon, they visit women w ho 
have ties w ith rhe church bur w ho 
are nor Christ ians. This has helped 
women come our of their shells and 
see their worch in rhe Lo rd 's work , 
saysjerilyn Bayer. 

0 11e u •oman 11euer used to 11isit 
members of her co11gregc1tio 11 . 

Rece11t()', she accompc111ied c11101ber 
woma11 to d eliver used clotbes to Cl 

11eec~)1fami()', explai11 tbe Gospel 
through her perso11a/ test i1110 11)'. t11id 

leave tracts tl'itb tb isfa/Jli(J >. '/l1is 
d oes 1101 seem like 11111cb. h11t tbis 
lady does 1101 k 11ou1 bou • to read or 
write, u·as raised i11 tbe i11terior <?/ 
l1razil 1l'/.1ere a ll 'OJ//CI 11 has Cl 

dej/11ite servc111t role i11 socie~ )'. c111d 
u ·bere sbe u ·o11ld he suspect fo r 110/ 
le!!i11g ber bushe111d lead i11 tbis 
u •ork. 

~ Our missionaries conduct 
spiritual growth seminars 
• During annual Bible Conferences. 
churches in each of the 20 fields of 
the Cameroon Baprist Convention 
spent three days studying God's 
Word and having fcllowshi ['> o n the 
theme. "World F.vangc:l izat ion Now" 

(Acrs 1 :8). The Spiri t of God spoke 
to hearrs o f peop le as rhey 
committed themselves to the task o f 
being w itnesses inside as well as 
outside Cameroon. 

• TEACH '90 (Theological Education 
Advancing Cameroon's 1-Iarvesr in 
1990) began in mid-February. 

"Rev. Lorne Hamp a nd Don Ken· 

of St. Catherines, ON, }Oi!led tbree of 
us in Cameroon to go to eacb of our 
fields with teaching on tbe life, walk, 
and growth of a Christ ian to pastors 
and church leaders," says 
Missionary Ken P1iebe. 

• A spiritual gi fts seminar was 
conducted for all o rdained pastors o f 
rhe Mambilla Baprisr Convenrion. 
This provided continuing education 
opportunities for the trained 
leadership. God's Spirir worked 
through seminars on "Learning to 
Live ar Peace" and revival services 
that caused people to be open for 
change in their ind ividual l ives and 
church life . 

• The Cameroon Sonrise Project 

using the film, Jesus, rranslated into 
Pidgin Engl ish, reached more than 
90,000 w ith more than 9,000 people 
making decisions for Christ. 

Laypersons from B1itisb 
Columbia, and A lberta, Nortb 
Ame1ican Baptist College and 
Divinity School students and 
Campus Crusade for Christ staff, 
j o ined witb students from Cameroon 
Baptist Theological Semina1y, 
national pastors and lay leaders a11d 
Missionary Ken Priebe fo r !bis 
eva11gelistic outreach i11 about sl-v: 

a reas . 
As a result, a churcb i11 Belo 

Field, e11rolled 3 7 new Christians in 

tbeir 11ew believers class . 
A11otber cburcb g rew by m ore 

1ba 11 65 even before tbefilm was 
sbown, because tbe church leaders 
put tbeir co1111sellor tra ining 
immediately into p ractice. 

Anotber cburcb bas d ivided tbe 
662 names ii receivedforfollow-up 
among its deacons a11d cb11rcb 
members. Eyes bave bee11 opened to 
tbe working power ofjes11s Cbrist i11 
tbe lives of tbo 11sands of people. 

V I S I 0 N 

ouu 
~ Our missionaries disciple 

lay leaders 
• As a resulr o f discipling new 
Chrisrians in rhe new church in 
Legazpi City, Philippines, several of 
these church members are very 
acrive in outreach ministries. This 
allows Missionaries Leland and 
Jennell Bensch more rime to be 
involved in pasroral care and 
leadership training . 

• A Cameroonian now serves as 
youth d irecror, a position formerly 
held by missionaries, for the 
Cameroon Baptisr Conventio n. The 
Convention has also employed a 
fu ll-time clirecror for women's work, 
funded partially by the North 
America n Baptisr Conference . 

Missionaries 

At year-end 1989. our overseas mis-
sionaries numbered: 

---
Career STM Total 

Brazil 10 0 JO 
Cameroon 26 13 39 
j apan 12 4 16 
Nigeria 11 3 14 
Philippines 4 1 5 
Total 63 21 84 

This compares to 56 career and 12 
STM at year-end 1988. 

• M issionaries Ralph and Martha 
l\'clson have discipled Sergio and 
Ca rmen. \\·ho o\\·n a real esr:nc 
company in Campeche. Since their 
com ·ersion ro .Jesus Chrisr. rhey ha\T 
been t\vo o f rhe srrongest Chrisrian:-. 
in Campcche. Sergio \\'itnessc:-. Lo hi:-. 
clients as he sells rhem real estate. 
and Carmen \\·icncsses to h<:r fril..·nds 
as they do gymnastics on the hl'ach . 

.ll 'i\E l 990 m 
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• ~ Our missionaries 
• encourage spiritual growth 
• through medical work • 
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• In 1990. the hospitals and health 
centers are improving and 
developing their concept o f the 
who le person approach to medical 
care, including spiritual grm v1h. 
Annual personal evangelism tra ining 
courses continue. Theologica l 

Education by Extension courses are 

offered to hospi tal personnel as well 
as training programs for staff to help 
them deal w ith patients· spiri tual and 
emotional problems. The goa l is to 
station a chaplain at all health 
centers. 

• Chaplains do a tremendous work 

in the hospitals and health centers of 
Baptist medical institutions in 

Cameroon. Many people made 
fi rst-time decisions for the Lord as 
the result of spiritual emphasis 

throughout the medical institutions. 
The gospel teams of the two 

hospitals visit nearby churches and 
make trips to dista nt areas. 

• The Medica l Boa rd of the 
Cameroon Baptist Com·ention 

establ ished two additional hea lth 
center.'> in !'\du and Kumba. The 

K urnba Center Ofknecl in l\m 'embcr . 
and by the encl of Det·emlx :r. it had 
mini.~ l e red to 9-H pat ients. A 

-.hon-term mhsionary -;ern:.-. th<:re 
wi th a national a.'> <. hief o f ro .... 1. 

• Primary health care in remote 
.in.:a-. i'> pro\'ided through \"illage 
lw ahh d in it ... and training of heal th 
\uirkcr ... in C.a m<.T<HJn and \iglTia. 

BA PTf'>T f fEH A f.f) 

~ Our missionaries plan 
work opportunities for 
volunteers in missions 
• Volunteers in missions serve in a 
va riety of ways -;ud1 as bu ilding 
churches and parsonages, bui ld ing 
camp dormito ries and ch~1 pcls. 

doing electrica l w iring . and 
cata loging library hooks. 

111 J 9H<J. ,VJ issiom11y Nr1fph Nelson 
111ode o/111osl 20 tnjJs /() se11e1c:il 
/ishi11.I!, ril/c1JJ,es t ri ·i11JJ. lo / i nd /({11c/ r111 

11'/J icb to build a cburcbf ora 11eu • 
co11g regalio11. I b is cbl/.rcb u •as 

plc11tted as a resu lt q/ rea cbi11g 011110 
a prel'ious(J' 111ireacb edfisbem1el/ \ 
g roup 0 11 Cl/I is/a l/d q/F!or ic111opolis. 
SC. Hraz il. Finally. tbe l o rd pro1•1d ed 
a piece q/la 11d 0 11 Campecb e. 
'fice11/ )•-j(mr f1/ortb A111er ica 11 
1Jopt i.~1sji·o111 Alherto t11rired 
Nr,1•e111her .2 1a11d11 •orked lw rdjiH 
r//m ul JO doys co11stru cti11g c1 /}{!s ic 
hrick a11d co 11crete hu ifdi11g l o fJe 
used c1s a chu rch. 0 11 Oece111 fJer .). 
more lbt111 150 people JJ.albered tu 

cledicC1/e this lmilcli11JJ, /() tbe ford 

.\fissions 1Jep o r t111e111 e.n'c11t i1•e s1<1/l Fred Fufl<er1s. I lemu111 l ;J./a . a nd Non Salzman 
disci1ss 1be p ossi hility r!(111issiu111rorL• i11 .l/e.\·ico. 

school where Mission::uy \Xtilma 
Binder serves :ts vice principal and 
teacher in Limhe. Cameroon, has a 
student body of more than 650 girls. 
They p lan co begin providing junior 

colleoe curricu lum there. also . 
" 

Ca mp Safier . 1Ji111/Jit1. u ·as tbe 
center C?l m u ch Lrnrk /~) ' !be 
Ca 111erool/ Baptist y outh r1s u•el/ as 

peop le i11 cb11 re/Jes from Nortbem 

Cali/omio . '/hey erected th ree 

dorm i lories. o chapel. a llCI o rest 
bo11se. 'JZ1e pre/o/Jricated lmildi11µ.s 

11 ·ere do11ated·l~J' tbe Nortbem . . . ~ Our missionaries minister 
California cb11rches wid er tbe '''·' /011 to people's needs 
o/ /Jarrell Scb11b. a lay co11/ra c/o r • "We must be ready :1t a ll t imes to 

c111d 111e111/Jer oft be Boa rd of bui ld peo r le up." says Ken Bayer. 

.Hissio11s. Receut/) • a /Jmtber ufo11e cl the 

~ Our missionaries provide 
adv iso ry support to the 
schools 
• The primary :ind second:1ry 
schools of the Ca rneroon Ba prist 
Convent ion arc :1111ong the 
front- r:1nking sdiools of C::1 111croon 
in discipl ine', spiritual :tnd moral 
f'o rrn:i t ion < gro\\'th ). and :tc:1 clem ic 

o utput. T his is noted in their 

performance in th\.:' n:1tion:tl 
cert ifica te c.: x:t lll inatio ns. 

• T\\'O of the hi ind children from the 
Integra ted School for tile Bl ind. 
Kumho . are do ing cxtrc 11 1cly \\·e ll in 
the C ovc rn mc nt 11 igh Schoo l in 
Kumho. This \..'\ 'iclenccs the L'Xcclknt 
academic trn ining tlwsc chi ldren :i re 
rccei \' i ng to prc1x 1 rL' them fo r entry 
into tile p ub l ic scho ol system. 

• Saker Bapti-.t Co lkgc. ,1 sn'<>11tl.1r \ 

1•011/b tbal.lbe 8 (/y ers work i l'itb i11 

·!3mzil ll'CIS .,prayi11p, pestic ide 111 o 

10 /)( iCCO j/l!fd . JZw /Jot S ii II //'{/S 

1111heu mble. so be µ.ot o//b1:' lmctor 
m id rlm nl<.Jiv m ci />()IJ(/ locc1ted i1 1 

tbe f ide!. f fe d il!d j iw n tbe j )()iso110 11s 
pesi icide. I le u ·os 011/r 21 yem~ old. 
im rl<ed j(Jr /ess 1bm1 80 cents a doy. 
f/ Jl(/ prof)(f fJ(l' did 1101 k11011 · <.bn:«t t is 

St1rior . 

Celebration 
• The j\ la tnhilla Ba pt isl Conn:·nt ion 

cckhratcd its '10th annin.:rsary in 
~ lay 1990 ( 19:W- 19HlJ ). _The 1rns:-.1on 

·l· st·11·ted in 19 )9 \\·1th lm11 \\'01 ' . ' . 
Christ ians .ind one dlllrch. It has 
grm ,·n to he thL' ~lamhi ll:t B:1pt1st 
~:011 1 ·ent ion w ith I :;:; d iurciK·s :ind 

I :; .ooo n1L·111hcr:--. 

world relief 
• ( 10 \\" IS contributed for world • ::,. , l .-1 (l • • 

rd id in 1989. 

V I S I 0 N 

Challe11gi11g our people a11d 
churches to grow in their 
awareness of the world's 
need for Christ and 
evangelistic opportunities is 
another goa l 111e Missions 
Departme11t e x ecutive staff 
and missionaries made 11101·e 
tha11 1,200 pres entations in 
ou r c /Jurcb es and 
Associalio11s in 1989. 
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accelerate the planting of 
churches in North America 

• ~ I n 1952 ar the Triennial Conference, a dcfinire com-
• mitme~r was made ro plant nc.::w churches. Since 
• then, 198 churches have been started. Of these, 
• 
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160 continue as churches or church planting projects . 
About 38 percent of the Conference's present member
ship are worshipping in churches planted since 1952 . 

In 1988 at the Triennial Conference. delegates made a 
new commitment to accelerate the planting of new 
churches through l\ew Churches .. . New Life . 

~~ New Churches ... lmJ New Life 
Scores of North American Baptist Conference donors 

were contacted through l\ew Churches . .. New Life 
"Celebrations of Life" events and challenged to covenant 
and give toward a $1.8 million goa l over a three-year 
period. As a result. by April 1990, about S 1, l 00,000 was 
covenanted or given through more than 700 covenants . 

Percentage of churches according to size 

IOI -LOO 

26.3% 

BAPTI ST f IEHAJ.D 

ks~ than J 00 
47.6% 

--+-- ·10 1-'iOOJ.8% 

'<:'.1~-- .-\Ol -·100J.8% 

20 )-jl)() 14.2% 

f ourteen churches have placed !'\cw Churches . . . 
New Li fe in their annual budgets . 

The majority of the people contacted agree thar this 
emphasis is vi tal: to provide supporr for pastors of new 
church planting projects in new needy areas to reach 
peopl e fo r Christ. 

~Church planting 
I 989 was a strong year for church planting according 

to the Hev Ber11 ·1 ·cl F" . k . . ' . . · ' 1 11tz e, associate cl1rector tor church 
planting As a res It . . . · .· · u , nine nev,1 churches receive prayer 
and financw l supp ·t f· 1 . . · 01 10111t1e North American Bapust 
Conference in coc , ., . . 
I) )pc1at1on w ith seven Assc)c1··1r1'ons 

resent! 0 1 . ,· , · . · · ' · · 
. y, Y L 1 gl\ ing to l\onh American fhpti sr 

Conference establ' .1 1 ' · . · is 1e( and expansion m inistries 
su f)f)orts 29 cl1 LI · ·I I · . l l 1 panting rrojects. 

As of Ar ri I 109ci 1 . . . / . t 1e aggregate atren(hncc of /8 
p10Jects 1s2.099 )~ · s 1• .. . • _ -. . I t i · unu1y. fh1s averages 71 people 
pc1 pn~cd. · 

The Church Growrl M . . . " 
closely w·t l A . . . . 1 inisti ies Deparrrnenr works 1 1 ssonat1ons 1·n · . ,. · . . · 1nte1 v1ew1ng and selec11ng 

pastors for new church planting projects. An oricnt:ltion 
for the pasto r and wife is held after they arri\ ·e at their 
place of service in the new area . 

~ Church planting projects started in 1989 
• Fa irfield, CA, Crossroads Baptist, Charles Feeney 
• Carlsbad, CA, La Costa Hills. Larry Lamb 
• W innipeg, MB, Ah1111danl Life Baptist, Erwin Kelberr 
• Wesr Des Moines, IA, Chris/ Ch11 rcb-Baplisl, Elmo 

Tahran 
• Sil verda le, WA, West So11 nd Com1111111ity, Rainer Kunz 
• Franklin, W I, Franklin Co1111111111ily,John Schindler 
• Vallejo, CA, So11tbamp1on Bay Baptist, Rickey 

Threadgill 
• Rochester I lills, Ml , Oakla11d /!ills Baptist, Randy Beck 
• Derro it, Ml , So11thfield Me111orial Baptist, Dwayne 

Turner 
• Sacramento, CA, Ro111a11ia11 Baptist. _l ohn Gug 

Dwayne '/i11ner, tl'hile ll'Orki11gji1ll-ti111efor 1be U.S. 
Postal Serl'ice and 1eacbi11p, al a Bible College in IJetroit. 

V I S I 0 N 

/Vlichiga 11 . spent one year b11 ildi11gfo11 r Bible st11dv 
groups. 7bese groups became the n11cle11s of tbe ,;etc 
ch11rcb. So11tbfield Memorial Baptist Cb11 rcb in the 
Detroit area q/Micbiga11. 7Z1eji'rst p11/J/ic u·o1-sb1/Jserl'ice 
u•as held in October 1989. At the I i111e. he beca111e a 
jiill-ti111e cb1'.rcb planting pastor. Tu•e11ty-j/t•e people 
bm•e 111adejirst-time decL~·io11sfor Christ since this u •ork 
began. Many more baue rededicated their /i11es to Cbn:-;t . 

~ Church planting projects beginning in 1990 

Ten communities \\·ithout an evangelical wirness 
have been selected :ls church planting areas for 1990. As 
contributions are received for church planting. through 
the Expansion Budget, these church planting projects 
w ill begin. Six approved by the Church Gro\\·th 
Ministries Board as of Apri l 1990 are 

• Temecu la. CA. Valley Christia n Felloll'sbip. Mike 
Mcl'\eff (January 1) 

• Downsvie\\', ON. All Natio11s Baptist. Kenrick Sh:lrpe 
(March 1990) 

• Vancouver, WA. Salmon Creek area 
• Regina, SK, \Xfascana Baptist 
• Mission Viejo/ S::mta Margarita. CA (June 1990) 
• Patterson/ Nc\vman, CA area (August 1990) 

~ Church planting projects 
become self-supporting 

l\YO church planting projects become sclf-suppo rtino 
in 1990: (' 

• Shae~)' G'ro1•e BapfL,·t Cb11rcb of Gaithersburg. MD. \\'i th 
Jim Arends, pastor ~)anua 1y 16) 
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WHOO 
21.6% 

m er ~00 
20.2% 

IL''' 1h :111 

100 18.5% 

Percentage of membership 
according to size of church 

L 101 -20021.9% 

\ 
---+- - :\O l - 100 B.m6 

l 'a /ley !Japtisl Cb11rcb of Tracy . CA. Denni.-. Dea rrnin . 

pastor (anticipa tes .'>d f-surport by A ugust I . I 990 ). 

111/ess 1bc111 th reeyeors ofserrice. l "afh'.)" Co1111111111il l" 
Bapl isl Cb11rcb i11 "fi"aly. C/ I. /.?{{S i11coq 1oroted {{}{(/hos 
hee11 accep!ed bi• !be .\"orlher11 Cali}mtio r lssuciolio11 r1s 
a rewf.i11ized ,\ .. A .lJ. Cin !/ere11ce church . r l:i r!/.l!rll"cb 
1990. m·era/!,e c1//e11dm1ce ll'as 166 i11 !his Cb// r ch 

""! he weatest jc~J ' is Iba/ there is O J!,rolljJ </Ille // l/J/(/ 

u ·om e11 here i l'ho a re co111 111 illed to 0 11 r /.rJtd ll //(/ Sario r. 
Jesus Cbrisl. l <J lic i11gj(1r and serl'i llf!. / li111 th rul/g h lbl' 
1rnrship r~/tbeir /ices. "sc~)'S JJasto r IJ<!tln//i11 . ""/71m11< i·r)I/ 

.foryo11rassislc111ce i 11 heljJillf. 11s 10 j)la 11t th is Church·. 
\Ve ,·er1·e 0 11 r Lord lop,elher lo rl'ach Cl /u., /. d 1·i11g rn1d 
hl/1"// llJ!. ll'Orfc/. " . 

~ The Philadelphia project 
\earl} I 'i() year.'> ago. a \"orth American Bar1ist 

Conkn:ncc church \\"as o rganized in Philaddrhia. 
Almml ·JO )"l':1r.., :1go. in 19)2, !his Church and o1her '> 
lr<>lll !he an_·~1. h<Jsted a Triennial Conference. At !his 
Conll'rcme. 1t \\"<t '> dec ided 10 rene\\ th" c·111rli ·i .· 

. '- ' S IS o n 
d rnn h l 'Xlen ..,1on or p lan1ing. fn 1990. Philad l'l r h ia ha s 
hvL<>llle once aga in a p lace of historical '>igni fic inc e and 
1nnm·at1on f<J r our Conference . 

In partrw r-.hip \\ itli the Ccnler l <Jr l "rh:111 Thcologictl 
'>tud l l''> . • md \~ 11 h I ill' cn l husi.1 -..1 iL < <><JJ1l'r:1 t ion o l 1 hc 
Atlanli< A.'>'><!l iat ion . three urban d1un he-. ha\·l · hccn 
pLmtn l 1:.1< Ii o l 1hc-,e churchc:s o f 1lw J>h iladl'lp li i:i 
Prr iw< I ha-. a un1qUL' m inist ry .ind i'> '>LT\ ed hv ;1 hi,,hh · 
qual ified h Lt< k p;1'>t<1r. h · 

BA J'TJ S' I ll EHALJJ 

"fl.le /11tenwtio11af CiZr Crm1111//11iz r Chl/rch. o llf!ll' 
co11g regalirm. se/"/'es a co1111111111izr 011 Fhi!Cldd pbio :'far 
sol/tb11'<!SI corner. "/7.7is co111111 11 11 izr:,· block reside111s bat'e 
11/0/'ed lhl'r<! 11 ·ithi11 th e.> f{ls/fi/'eyeors: odj({cei1110 ii is a 
for!!,<!. 11e11'. hol/sill/!, dffelop111e111 p eopled lcn;~elr /~i· 
111iddf<! C/l/(l l/jJjJer- i11co111e h!c1cl<s. 

Cbrislia11 Co111p assio 11 !Japtisl C.b11rch . SC'l"l'ed IJJ' 
/las/o r Sa111 Sltljj~l'. is localed i11 !be b ear/ (!/tbe oid cnzd 
de11se~)·-pocked 5011/b Pbi/{ldelphio. S{lred 111 · G'odji"()/ 11 
the 1·iu /e11ce '?/mer111 s/rC'els. tbe / ){fs/o r bos re11wi11C'd in 
bis co1111111111izr to h ri11J!, tbe .~os;1el to his fJeujJ/e . 

/Jihle !3aptist !·e l/01n-JJ1jJ Cbl/rch is loc{l/ed i11 rt 

Cc11//de11. 1\ 'f. ll<!if.!,bl;urhuod. ll'bere lllClll.J'fm11i/ies 111or e 
u11 theirj/J~/ slop 0 11 !hejol/mey l/jm ·ardj i m 11 the 
i1111er-ciz1•. j osep h L<!ll"is. p asto r. hos r1 1 ·isiu 11 l o keep the 
h erll'/s of bis p eople j itll (!/cu111;1ossiu 11 j(;r l b<! 
11e(~bhorboods they bc11 ·<! l~/i /Jebi11d. 

~Women's ministries 
"To reach \\'Olllen in o ur neighho rho ocls . 

co111111unit ics. nation . and the \Yorld fo r .Jesus Ch rist " 
(Act'> I :8) is the v isio n prm ·iding irnp<.:tus for \\·o nH:n·s 
111in i.'>trie . ., in our churches since 1907. 

The \'\'omen·s :\fissio n:1ry Fel lm\·shir seeks to unilc 

\\ ·o rncn in Christian fc llo \\'sli ip. r)l"m·idc o ppo nunitics 
for Chri -.1i;1n gro\\"th. :111d p rm·id<.: outre:1c h rn in i.'>t rk·s at 
ho 111c ;incl o \·c rsc:ts. 

The nature of our Women's M issionary f ellO\Ysh ip is 
changing. Our concept of w o m en 's w ork h as gro \\·n to 
include all the women of the church. moving a\Yay fro m 
a specific g roup \Vhich meets at certain ho u rs and in 
certain p laces. Any w o man involved in rhe \\'Ork of the 
local church as it functio ns in the community of 
believers and reaches our to th ose arou nd i t is a ran of 
rhe W omen 's tvl issiona1y f e llowshi p. 

The Handbook for Ministry with Women in 

prep:irario n over rhe past several years \"Yas pub lished in 
1990. Ir gives flexible guidelines for the den :lopment o f 
women 's ministries, helps le:iclers organi ze and give 
effecti\·e leadership to \VOm <.:n·s m inistries. ancl prt)\' icles 
suggestions for orro rtunities to ex pand min istries in the 
local church. 

The W omen·s Missio nary rellmYship has accep ted 
the challenge to raise S 150,000 tO\\'ard the S 1.800.000 

"ew Churches . . . N C\\" Life goa l to rlant new churcll l'S. 

~ NewDay-
a youth ministry opportunity 

t\l''"" D ay 1989-90 t raveled from October through May 
6 \\'i th jo hn Kicmelc as director. T his team o f eight 
North Am erican Baptist Conference yo ung p <.:ople 
volunteered their serv ices in m usic and dra111:1 to ) -1 
churches and their commun it i<.:s in I "'i associat ions of the 
l\"orth American Baptist Confcrcnn:. The to ta l audicncL' 
attcndanc<.: for this tour w as .1rproxi n1:1tcl y 52.000. 

f\"e\\' Day i . ., nO\\" cnt<.:ring ~l transit io nal period . Thrl'L' 
rnont h tou rs \\·ill rc f)l :ll.."C I Ill' I rad ii io n:tl n 111L' monrh 

sca:-.on beginning thL' !'all o f l<N O. 

V I S I 0 N 

Ch11 rcb Cm1l'ib .\li11istries Depar1111e111: Li11do Hhel. 11•0111e11 ~' 
111 i11 istries: Ben tard Frilzlle. cl.mrch pla111i11g: a nd Dcll'id Se111s . 
d irector 

Age of Churches 1841-1989 

Church Years No- of % of No. of % of 
Age Started Members Mem bers Churches Churches 

0-10 (198 1-89) 2.521 -l .19 39 t0.-18 

11-20 (197 l-80) 7.827 13.0t -17 12.6-1 

21-30 ( 1%1-70) 6.031 10.02 39 I0.·18 

.~1--iO ( 1951-6()) 9.069 15.07 -t7 12.6'1 

.J l-50 (J C)..j t-50) 3.93t 6.53 17 -1.'i-

51-60 0 93 1--lO) 1.6'! 5 2.73 6 t .61 

61-70 ( t921-30) 3.225 5.36 1-1 :\.- 6 

71-SO 0911-20 ) 2.717 L1.52 20 'i .. ~8 

81-90 (!C)() l -10) ·1..370 - .26 31 8 . .:\.:1 

91-tOO ( 1891-1900) 6.61 t t0.99 -tO 10.- .:; 

101 -1 10 (188 1-90> 5.352 8.90 31 8.5.~ 

t t 1-120 ( 187t -8Q) 2.695 ....... s t'7 1.'i-

121-1.:\0 ( 1861-70) 2.188 3.6-t 10 2.h') 

l.~ t -1 ,10 ( 18'i l-60l 1.650 2.--1 l l 2.9h 

l 'lt- t50 (1 8-11-50) 336 0.56 .1 O.Hl 

Totals 60,168 100 372 100 

II 
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I BRITISH COLUMBIA 
ASSOCIATION 
23 churches 

I church planting projccl 
•1 36 membe" ( •37l 
2007 :I\' . S.S. :membnce 
4095 :1\'. Sun \\ of:"hip :im:mJ:mn: 

131 hap1isms 

I PACIFIC NORTHWEST 
ASSOCIATION 

l t<lHH 

I I I ~\ 

»HQ 

60 

churc-h ... ·-. 
ch••r-<.-h pl.on l •nH f"">t'"U/'-""'--' 
111c1nhc• ... < -_~,_.) 

""·SS OlllCt'\J :o,-,<.c 
.n .l'>vn . '" <>r.-.h op . Ul \,:n.,,J,_1n\;"o,: 

lx1p1 ism.-. 

• ALBERTA 
ASSOCIATION 
51 

I 

77 1·1 
3660 
7!l6·• 

268 

churchc..·:-. 
church pbn1ing project 
members ( +80) 

:II·. S.S. :111encfance 
:I\·. Sun. worst1ip ;111t . ."nc.bncc 

h;1rrisms 

• SASKATCHEWAN 
ASSOCIATION 
I·• c..lwrc..hc.. .... 

15.,- nwmlx:r:-. (-2<» 
-H- ,I\' s s ;l(h:nd:ulCL' 

u;;o :I\' Sun \\CIP•l11p :llH:nd:tnet...· 
i~ h ap1i:-.m:-. 

llL'W church :-.t:1rt JC)<)() 

I NORTHERN DAKOTA 
A S SOCIATION 
16 chur-cla .. ·:-; 

2 161 mcmlx..·r:-. (+86) 
1 17c; :iv, S .S . a u c:n d:inc c: 
18·12 ; 1\' , Sun . wor.--hip :111c n<l:mcc 

63 h :1p1 b.m :o.. 

i 
-~1 

• MANITOBA 
ASSOCIATION 
16 ch urchc:o.. 

2 chu rch pl:tn1ing projt.·<.·1s 
2~97 mcmlx:~ ( .27) 
l·iH7 :1v, S.S. :HJL'n<..lancc.: 
24-1 l ·a v. Sun . worship :mcnd:rncc 

74 hap1isms 

new church s1;111 1989 

• MINNES OTA/LACROSSE 
A SSOCIATION 
1 1 churches 

1583 m cmhcr.o ( ·4tt) 

611 av. S.S. auendance 
1049 :Jv. Sun. worship :tllcnd:ince 

• GREAT LAKES 
ASSOCIATION 
29 churches 
2 church pl:tnri nµ project.,. 

7097 mt.·rllhcr.s (·25) 
3 123 ~w. S.S. :mcnd:incc 
58 11 :iv. Sun. worship :11rcnd :1ncc 

J 5 J lx 1p<isms 

new church st:lrts 1989 

m.:w church Stan J9H9 • CENTRAL DA KOT A/ 
MONT ANA ASSOCIATION 

12 b;1p1isms 

I NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
ASSOCIATION 
11 churchl's 
7 church pbn1ing projcas 

6275 memhc"fS ( + 272 ) 
3875 ov. S.S. ouend:rncc 
5i94 av. Sun. worshif) arn.:ndancL· 
202 h;1p1ism_o;; 

nt:\\' church sr;irt 1989 
new church s1:1n 1990 

• CENTRAL PACIFIC 
ASSOCIATION 
13 churches 

2323 membcrs ( + I03J 
1275 av. S.S. aucndance 

1677 al". Sun. worship ancndancc 

85 hap1isms 
new church s1a11 1990 

• SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
ASSOCIATION 
8 churchc:-. 

d 1urd1 p b n ting proit.'Ch 
1675 mcmhc,-.., <•JH) 
I 2X9 ; 1v SS :n11.:n<.J:1n<.·c 

26 
3331 
1710 
2666 

69 

1693 :w Sun w or!'lh1p :im:nd:mn: 
57 b:1pt"m' 

I new church Slart 1989 

• SOUTHWESTERN 
ASSOCIATION 
27 churche~ 

2j·15 mcmlx.·r:-. <· 1·15> 
U2H :t\'. SS :ll!cml:imt.· 

churches 
members ( + 20) 
:iv. S.S. ;111cnifance 
:11·. Sun. worship :111endane<: 
h ;ip tism:> 

1700 ;a ,· Su n wor:-.lup :uh.:nd:inn: 
66 haptbms 

NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST 

CONFERE CE 
Churches in Canada and the U.S.A . 

BAPTJST J IEHALI) 

'/ bis map reflects tbe nu mher of churches. 
memhersbip. t1vert1ue S11 ndt111 scboo/ t111d wo rship 
t1t1endance, t111d 11111n her u/ch11rcb starts in each 
/l ssociat ion i11 1989. ( - II llder I + Ol'er 7 9HBJ 

• SOUTHDAKOTA/WYOMING 
ASSOCIATION 
16 churchc< 
I church pbnting project 

2563 members (-81) 
I 508 :w. S.S. J ttend:incc 
2 J8-t 3\', Sun. \\·or:-.h ip :1 t1cn<fance 

53 lXlpt'<ffi.' 

• IOWA 
ASSOCIATION 
15 churchc~ 

church pl3ntinl{ prc>jcct 
22·10 members (. l!JO) 

902 :1\' , S.S. ltu."fldlncl' 
13.\2 :1v. Sun. wor,;.hip :111cndancc 

·12 haptis1n~ 

1 new d rnrth f.1:1rt 1989 

• WISCONSIN 
ASSOCIATION 
12 churches 

I church pl:mtinH p roject 
248 1 mcrnbc" ( + 3!1l 
I 067 ::i v · S.S. :JltL'ndancc 
2198 3\'. Sun. wo~hip :mcnUancc 

31 haplism."' 
1 church !'>f:tn 1989 

• ILLINOIS 
ASSOCIATION 
16 churches 

200·• members (-HO) 
988 av. S.S. :mcnd<lncc 

1401 " '"· Sun. worship :111cnu3ncc 
52 

• SOUTHERN 
ASSOCIATION 

I 

14 churches 
2 church pbntin~ pmjt.•ci:-. 

1291 members (+25) 
993 ~1'" S.S. :mt.•ndanct.· 

1227 a\' . Sun. ,, or!'lhip :mcndancl' 
21 lx1pfi:. .. 1n"' 

• MISCELLANEOUS 
CHURCHES 

church..:..; 

2 6 rncml>l.'~ l +IO) 

7 I " " S. S. :mend ;mce 
P5 , I\ Sun . '' or:-.hip .n1cnd.tnll,,• 

l h.t p11!'>11l!'> 

• EASTERN 
ASSOCIATION 
24 churches 

I church pl3nlini; project 

3456 mcmhcrs ( +5!ll 
17 12 :t\'. S.S. :t ttL'n<l:rncc 
2786 :l\'. Sun. wo~hip :rncndancc 

70 h3ptisms 
new church sran 1990 

• ATLANTIC 
ASSOCIATION 
1·1 churches 

church pi:Jn1in~ projct1 
1516 membc"(+48) 
n9 :iv. S.S. :1.Ucnd:mct.• 

12·\5 :1\'. Sun wor.-hip :lllcn cJ:mct.· 
3:; b:i.p1i~m~ 

1 ne w c hurch :-:t:1rt 1990 

1989 Statis tics 
372 

9 
60, 168 

churches 
(four gains, lh ree losses) 
new church starts 
members (+165) 

1989Gains 
234 

1,585 
churches reported baptisms in 1989 
baptisms 

1,467 
1,0-13 
1,110 

(65 in church planting projects) 
gains through transfer of le1ter 
gains by Christian experience 
church planting "members" 

1989Losses 
537 

2.024 
121 
42 

52,108 

through death 
removed from rolls 
churches reported no baptisms 
did not submit a report 
average Sunday worship au c.:ncl:rnc:c 

• Cbrtrcb pla111i11g pro/eels are tbose cbrll"cbes 1w1 
recei1•ed i1110 thl! Associati<m as o/ Dec11111her _) / . / <)8rJ 

.1 L" l\ E l 990 



• ~-I 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• • I ndividuals and churches with investments in 
• Church Extension Investors Puncl have made a 
• _ significant investment in the worship and growth of 

J\orth America n Baptist Conference churches. 

: ~You have helped new churches 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• PURCHASE LAND SITES 

like Fellowship Bible Cburcb in hoy, /VII 
or Vall C · . ey ommu1111y Bap11s1 Cburch in Tracy, CA 

• CONSTRUCT NEW FACll..ITIES 

li~e.Summi/ Driue Baptist Churcb in Kam/oops, BC 
0 1_ 71mher/111e Baptist Church in Lacey, WA 
o1 /Vl1ddle Island Baptist Church i11 Middle Island NY 
or Nepean Baptist Church in 01/awa, ON , 

• P~CHASE EXISTING FACILITIES 
like Romanian Bapt ·.1 Cb . · is u.rch 111 Sacramento CA 
or Ca fum y Baptist Church in Fremont OH ' 
or C fl h · ' e ys urg Bap11s1 Church in Cellyshurg PA (an 

autom.otiue garage, which Ibey r~modeied into a 
worship center) 

• CONSTRUCT A UNIT FOR EXPANSION 
after financing the first unit 

• like Sunrise Baptist Church in Fa ir Oaks, CA 

• orCascade ParkBaptisl Churcb, Vanco1wer, WA 

• ~You have helped established churches 
• · RELOCATE 
• to more advantageous ministry sites 

like 1 leritage Baptist Cb11•·ch . v k ' 111 1or 1011. SK 
• PURCHASE A LAND SITE 

for future expansion 

lilee First Baptist Church i11 Elk Graue, CA 
to be used for senior citiz'~n s· 11 . . . . --- · ousmg 
like 1'a11b !Japtist Church in Regina. SK 

· MOVE AHEAD 
like /.ion 8a'Jli,·1 C''1111·c/·• 1·12 ·1· 

. 1· • · ' · J e1race NC 

;;;~::i17::':i~1::.:i~:i C~1:rcb in Dalla.~. ·1x. who had 
. d 1· . I F p needed bur needed some a c 1l1ona unds 

~You helped the Conference 
• BY PROVIDING A SHORT-TE 

Jf1r !be Basic !JiidW!I RM CASH FLOW LOAN 

• BY FINANCING EQUIPMENT PURCHASE 
lil<e the cr,111p111er SJIS/(!IJ/ Cl/Id , , .. . . 
11"1Jrd jJrrJlessfnJJ. -~ J ;.1·1em lb~ U.fJt111s1()11 r!/ the 

BAPTl '-.T 111·. RAl.f) 

Your investment has provided more than 16 
million dollars for investment in 129 loans. 

It also provided a good return for our investors. 
The total was over one and a quarter million 
dollars! 

The resources (total assets) o f Church Extension 
Investors Fund have grown steadi ly over the last five 
years enabling it to respond to the loan needs of the 
Conference. The safety o f the rund as measured by its 
fund ba lance has also grown steadily . 

FUND BALANCE 
;\lll.1.1()1\:0, D us FUN[) CANADIAN FUNO ~ 

3.5 

$323,017 
3.0 $286,568 

S2S3,696 
$170,681 

2.5 S151,394 

2.0 

1.5 52.091,479 S2.38S.402 $2,496, 106 52.672,838 SZ.835.405 

1.0 

0.5 

0 

1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 

ASSETS 

\ll ll.10,:-. 

20 

D USFUNO CANADIAN FU D ~ 

IS 
SJ,79 1,285 $3,896.719 $3,786,226 53,669,22 1 

53.492,979 

10 

S9.S27,756 SI 1,172,335 SI 1.305.206 SI 1.732,021 512.250,024 

0 

1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 

Do you know where your money is right now! I f you 
or your church has investment:-, with Church Extension 
lnveslors Fund. we thank you. 

What about the future? 
Tli1.: need in 1990 may he over two million dollars 

fo r ch 11 re hes in "f i·ocJ •. Fo/su111. Sr1crm11 e11/u. 
Wi11111/>eg l :"d11101110.n . Noch c:sl c:r, or Ft1 rf.!. <>. 

Can you help? 

AREA 
MINISTRIES 

enhance the ministries of the local church 

A 
s Conference 

~ rcpresentati\·cs, Arc1 

~lini.o.,ters carry key 
communications rega rd ing Vision 
2000 :incl the emphases on the 
Biblical lmpcracin:s 10 o ur pastors. 
congrega1 ions. a ncl 1 he people 
attending Association e\·ents. They 
convey ideas. ministries of loca l 
churches. blessings. and needs to 
our General Council. Conference 
leaders, and the \·arious clqxtrtments. 

As they se1Ye in their local area. 
thl.' An::t ,\fo1istc rs help pastors and 
congrega tions work through 
challenges. thus 10 gro\,. sp iri tual ly . 
The An::1 1'vlinistcrs' experiencl', 
gained in previous situations. can bl' 
a sou rcL' of \\·isdom to pastor.-, and 
churches in .-,imil:tr difficul1ic:-.. 

A pastor \\·ho formerly p:1-,1orl'd a 
i\onh American Baptise Conference 
church and \\'ho now pastors a 
111.tjor lln1rch in another Conference 

wrote ro une of our area ministers 
expressing appreciation for the 
support he had g iven him as a 

pastor. 

I le said. "This Conference docs 
not ha\·l.' chl' support sysiem I tdt in 
the l\orrh Americtn 13aptist 
Conference. At a rime "·hen a 
person hurts an awful lot. there i-, no 
one to call. or to know hl' is e\·cn 
rhere, so you hurt :tlone. I Im\· gre.n 
it is ro he able to c 11l someone who 
cares and unclersrancls the pastor"s 
\'iC\\·point. It may be one of thl' most 
most important minis1ries \\ hid1 a 
ConfcrerKL' can offer the church." 

I klping to enhancl.' the ministries 
of local d1urche.'-. the Arca ,\ lin ister 
sc1Ye.-. a-, :1 1\.''>0urcc p1.:r-,on :ts lw i-, 
gi \·en 1lw opportuni l \·. Thi-, lll:ty 

~llTU r in s1rul"turcd scmin:1r:-. 
\\·orkshops. or rcrrc:11:-. or in 
infonrntl -,i1ua1 ion:- in the d 1urd1 :111d 
homes of l.1y people .ind pa:-tor:-. 

VISION 

Dr. Willis Potratz. area ministries 
director a11d ll!i110L-; area 
( 1981-1990): (/. lo r.): Reu . .fake 
Lece rel/ e. Ma 11 ii oba/ Saska I cbell 'Cl 11 
area: Rel'.jacob /;/.J111al7. lipper 
Midtl'es/ a rea: Dr. Charles Lillmal7. 
Alberta a rea: Rel'. Ed111011d Hohn. 
Brilisb Columbia a rea: Rel'. \\i'il/ia111 
Taji, Creal Lakes area: Dr. Ke1111e1b 
Fischer. Califomia area: Rel'. Ralph 
Cooke, North Centre!/ area: Rel'. joh17 
Ziegler. Easlem area: Re1 1 • • 1/i/10 11 
Zeeb, South Ce111ral area: al7d Re11

• 

LeRoy Schauer. Norlbll'esl area 

This h:is been particularly e·idem in 
the \·cry positive response to the 
seminars rhat they conduct in 
relation w rhe Biblical lmperati\ ·c: 
Called to Worship. 

As a result, there is an increased 
understanding and alertness to 
appropriate Biblical worship and a 
growing openness to meaningful 
changes in ou r corporate \\·orship 
experience. 

Are:i miniscers arc leading 
aggressi\·ely in planning p:1stors· 
prayer retreats. These retreats on 
spiritual growth bunched in 1990 
are based on the Biblical Tmpcrati\·l': 
Challenged to Gro\\·. Area ;\linistl'rs 
are encouraging pastors \\·ho ha\'e 
parricipatl'd in these retreats to 

pro\·ide simil:tr opporrunitie:- for 
their people to gro\Y spiri tual l y. 

There is a grm\·ing cmpha-,i.~ and 
participaiion in our churches in 
prayer. i\ l:.my congregations ha\·L· 
reinstituted using the fi rst week in 
January as rrnyer week. \\ "e :tgrcc 
with the statement. "To grow tal l 
spiritually. a man must first lc~trn to 
kncl'I." 

"Churches who worship, 
p1·a)1, a11d grow together can 
expect to rejoice i11 their 
relationships with God a11d 
one a11other," says D r. \'(ilii:-. 

Potratz . art.'a ministrit.·-; d irt.'ctur . 
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''Spiritual formation is our 
top priority at N.A.B. 
Seminary. Personal spiritual 
growth and development are 
priorities for all Christians . 
Those desiring to serve God 
by ministering to others must 
cl.early demonstrate their 
spirituality as examples. Our 
/acuity, administration, and 
Board of Trustees are 
committed to seeing others 
grow spiritually by modeling 
their lives after Christ and 
His servants. Fellow students 
quickly catch this vision in 
ministry to one another. 

"In addition to modeling, 
we also seek to stimulate 
spiritualformation through 
classes, chapels, retreats, 
and regular small groups for 
spiritual development " 
-Dr. Charles Hiatt, p resident 

BAPTIST I IEHALD 

NORTH AMERICAN BA TIST 

seeks to train more top quality leadership 

W orship i: an integral part 
of the North American 
Baptist Semina1y 

community. It is an important focus 
of the weekly facul ty prayer times 
when administrators and faculty 
members gather at the beginning of 
the week to offer praise and 
requests to God. The Semina1y also 
incl udes worship in annual events 
such as the Decision Conference 
and Grear Plains Pastors Conference. 

Worship is also a central theme of 
the .cha~el services shared by the 
entire N.A.B. Seminary f ·1 ·rt . a1111 y. 1ese 
important hours, set aside each 
week, .provide a w ide variety of 
worship experiences including 
prayer, collective readings, drama 
and music. ' 

In addition, worship is an 
emphasis in the l'\orrl1 A111e . . ncan 
Baptist Seminary curriculum. Amon 
the Master of Divinity reqL1· g . . . 1rements 
is a cou rse on leadership . I . Th. · in wors 11p 

is course has developed in the . 
past ten yea rs from a "m· ·. . • m1stry and 
m <1 nt1gcmcnt" course to I . · a c ass that 
equips students to effectively I I 
wo~t· · · ~c 
. .· . 11p in vanous settings. Each 
sp1 mg, this class plans four ere t' 
worsh· I . a ive 

. ip ciapel services and lea I · 
the· · <(S 
. seminary community in 
innovative ways to offer praise to 
God . 

~ Intentional Plans 
for Growth 

.. "S.pir i tua ~ formation is our top 
p1 io11ty at f\orth American Ba . 
Semin· " .. . . pt1st 

<11y. says President Charles 

Hiart-. "Those desiring to serve God 
by ministering to others must clearly 
demonstrate their spirituali ty as 
examples." 

Because spiritual development is 
vital in the preparation of leaders for 
ministry, intentional plans for 

spiritual growth have been 
developed at the Semina1y. All 
persons entering a degree program 
receive a "growth plan notebook" 
Which encourages the record ing of 
Spiritual formation goa ls, the filing o f 
~caclemic papers o n theological 
issues, and the journa ling of their 
Spiritua l wa lk through seminary. 

Spiritual Development groups 
Provide another opponuniry for 
growth. These groups are made up 
of faculty members, administrators, 
and students w ho agree to meet on 
a regula r basis in order to provide 
accountab ility and challenging 
dialogue. < 

Much growth also occurs in the 
One-on-one interaction between 
faculty and students. North 
American Baptist Seminary provides 
a community atmosphere in which 

~~~ .sm~ I ~ student/ faculty ra tio allows 
1nd1v1dual instruction and 

1nentoring. 

For 132 yea rs, Norrh American 
Baptist Semina1y has been preparing 
~ersons for ~i i nistry. This past year, 

Orth American 13aptist Semina1y 
Celebrated 40 years in Sioux Falls 
and looks toward the futu re for 
Co . . . 

ntinued growth and opportun1nes 
to meet the growing need ro prepare 
CJLt , . 

. a ny leaders-pastors, church 
~tnisters, and m issionaries-for the 

Orth American Baptist Conference. 

North American 
Baptist Seminary ... 

• Is located in Sioux Falls, SD 
• Academically served 273 persons 

during the 1989-90 school year 
• Is known as a caring community 
• Emphasizes spiritual formation 

for effective ministry 
• Has a srudenr-faculty ratio of 10: 1 

• Shares the same statement of 
faith as the Nonh American 
Baptist Conference 

The Semina1y offers five 
accredited degrees: 
• Master of Divinity offers concen

trations in Biblical interpretation 
and exposition, church planting. 
missions, youth ministries, evan
gelism, famil y and adult min istries, 
and church staff ministries. 

• Master of Arts in Christian 
Education with concentrations in 
youth ministries, family and adult 
min istries, and church staff minis
tries . 

• Master of Arts in Counseling 
• Master of Arts in Religious 

Studies 
• Doctor of Ministry for ministers 

who have se1ved al least three 
years in church minisuy and are 
currently serv ing a church. 

V I S I 0 N 

''Spiritualformation 11eeds 
to be structured a11d 
stimulated. /11tell.ectual 
i11quiry must 11ever 
overpower the perso11al 
developme11t of a person of 
God. Moral integrity and 
wisdom form the foundation 
for the emerging Christia11 
leader. Such ingredients form 
the basis for d evotional 
structures. Christia11 life 
co11siste11cy must balance 
worship exp erie nces. 
MinisttJ' skills need to be 
bala11ced with the power of 
the Holy Spirit. " 

-Dr.). Gordo n Harris, vice 
president for academ ic affairs 

Seminary Invites You 
to Consultation on 

Worship 

Dr. William Willimon, dean of 
the chapel and professor of Chris
tian ministry at Duke University, 
Durham, C, will present lectures 
on worship at the Consultation on 
Worship to be held at the North 
American Baptist Semina1y, Oc
tober 15-1 7, 1990. 

On Monday and Tuesday, Dr. 
Willimon, a prolific writer on the 
matters of worship, will deliver 
three lectures: "The eed to Re
think Worship," "Worship as the 
Service of God," and "Worship as 
Pastoral Care." 

In addition to Willimon's lec
tures, numerous workshops on 
worship and worship opportuni
ties will be offered. 

Jl 'NE 1990 • 
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eople of Christ are called to 

P growth . The i\orth Amer ic:rn 
Baptist College and D1vm1ty 

School in Edmonton. Alberta. are 
committed to inspire and train 
students to growth in ministry and to 
provide opportunities to exercise 

ministry gifts in a broad spectrum of 

expressions. 
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~ Worship . . 
We: are called to he a worshipping 

people. The Chapel has become 
w mholic o f the worship and praise: 

l;JCU'> on campus. Hegularl y 
'>chc:duled ch ~ipc: l ti mes provide a 
significan t variet y o_f exr_ericnces 
ra nging from dign ified . formal. and 

l iturgical w or.,hip to vihran_rly 
enthusiast ic experience-; of co rporate 
pra i.'>e. Facult y . .., ta fT. ~ind stude_nts . 
are in voh·ed not o nly a'> W<Jr-.hippei ., 

BA PTIST f IEHA J.f ) 

ORTH AM ICA BAPTIST 

COLLEGE & 
DIVINITY SCHOOL 

seek to train more top quality leadership 

but also as planners and leaders in 
these grmvth experiences. 

In keeping \\'ith the Biblical 
lmperati,·e: Ca l led to Worship 
launched in 19H9. se\'C~ral facu lty 
members conducted ,,·o rship 

seminars and led creati\'C.: worsh ip 
serv ices. This helped to broad en 

appreciation for po tentia l 

development in this area. 

~Prayer 
We arc c dled co he a praying 

people. I fm , · encouraging it w as at 
the mlts<.:t of Lile 1989-90 College and 
Divin ity Schoo l year to hear student 
after scudenc express the desire to 

develop a deeper prayer life! 
That desi re continues to be 

demonstrated as groups o f students 

meet regularly and spo ntaneously 
for prayer; as student leaders gather 
\\'eekly to pray for ,,·isdorn :in cl 
direction: and as faculty join ,,·ith 
students indi,·idually :ind corporately 
to pray for n: nc\Yal. gro,,·th . :ind 

un ity on ca lllpus. throughout the 
constituency. and in the Church 
throughout the ,,·oriel . 

During facul ty prayer tillles. 
req uests l isted in "Prayer Link " arc 
brought before the Lo rd . This 
n.:spons<.: fo rlll. incl uclecl in th<.: 
Pr<.:s iclent"s lllonthly letter to the 
Collt:ge :incl Di\·inity School 
constituency, im·ites prayer requests 
to he for\\'a rd eel to Dr. Sie,,·c rl. The 
many responses ha,·e enco uraged 
faculty mc mh<.:rs through the 
opportun it y to more specificall y 

"bear each others· burdens and .so 
ful fill the law of Christ" (Galatians 
6:2), 

~ Ministries 
\Y/e are ca lled to be a ministering 

People. At North American Bap tise 

College and Divinity School , the 
term m inist1y readily evokes 

thoughts of the Music Teams and 
Choristers. 

\Y/hile music is a long-stand ing 
Veh· l ~ . 
a ice for 111inist1y, it is only o ne ot 

host o f s · · · erv1ce oppo rtun1t1es 
Util ized I 

)y .students and faculty. 
Athletic teams , dur ing ou t-of-ciry 

tourn·a 
. ments, o ften arrange for 

n
1
Inistiy invo lvem ent in a church o r 

Youth meeting. 

Faculty m embers ·He frequen tly 
Called c 

Upon to serve at conferences, 
retreat . 

S s, camps, o r churches . 
cores of students are involved in 

a varie 
n . ty o f church m in istries each 
•veek . 

f Teams o f students o ften w ith 
acu1h, . . ' 

. ' 'supervision , minister in an 
Inner- · . 
cl .

1 
ciry church , with community 

1I d re 
cir .. n , o rphans, and senior 

I-lens . 
Du · 

inv 
1 

ring the summ er , many are 
he 

0 
"ed 111 ministry throughout and 

Yond North Am erica. 
A spc 'f· . 

ny . CI 1c and unfo rgettable 1111.'itry . . . 
a11 1 ~, 

0 Pronun1ty 111clucl1ng Dr. 
<. 1v1rs p .. 

of . . · · aul S1ewen and a group 
S[lJ<.Je . . . . 

1990 nts Was "Cameroon So nnse 
II Tl 

\Vh . . 1e !'Ositi ve impact of those 
() 111111 · . 

he .I istcred there continues to 
' PO\Verf I · I gr< u lest1111ony to l 1e ) \Vth 

l '>,: , . engendered by this 
P<.: n enc, s f. I <t r c . · c \·eral o t 1e oroup c: al r.._ .. 1 1 "' 

<lgai ' ( Y Planning to ,,·i tness 
~o ; <>vc rscas through "Cameroon 

111 IS(.> 1991 II 

Grov,,.1 .. 
e111PI -~ ' 1 in ministry is a vital 
c011 

1
asis at l'\orth American B<t ptist 

egc ·1 d J)' f\ l ' n 1vinity Schoo l. 
. i1nerou . . . . I 
in . s opro rtun1t1es for g10\\11 

n1Inist . 
· ry as \Veit as a se lection o l 

courses focusing directly on 

equipping and providing practical 
experiences in min istry witness to 
this fact. The "Church Plan ting" track 
in the Master o f Divinity program 
also provides growth in preparation 
for the pastorate. 

We are commined to growth . 
Record studem enrollment th is past 
yea r encourages us in our ministry . 

\Y/e continue to appreciate and 
rely upon the prayers and support of 

our constituents in our efforts to 
provide leadersh ip in the Biblical 
Imperative: Challenged to G row. 

"No 011e cau lay a good 
fou11datio11 without J esus 
Christ! 111at is w hat the 
North America11 Baptist 
College and Diviuity School is 
all about - layi11g 
fou11datio11s in young lives 
that will endure i11 the midst 
of the deluge of hopelessness 
that can come in life. It's 
about spirilualgrowth. 
Where do wefi11d the 
moori11gs to car1y us 
through? We believe it is 
Jesus Cb1·ist! " - Paul H. 

Siew ert, president 

V I S I 0 N 

Students 
Experienced 

Growth in 
1989-90 

Lay Leadership 
Preparation 

Studying for the Certificate in 
Bibl ical Stud ies helped 71 studen ts 
establish firmer foundations for 
fmitful Christian l iving. 

SLxteen students were enrolled 
in the D iploma in Biblical Studies . 

Eleven students majored in the 

Diploma in Music program . 

Career Preparation 
Ninety-three students studied in 

the Associate of Arts in Relig ion 
program , includ ing the two-year 
university transfer track . 

The Bachelor of Religion 
program helped 88 students 
advance in their pursuit of 

personal growth and academic 

studies. 

Ministry 
Preparation 

The Divin ity School provided 
training for 94 full-t ime and 
pa It-ti me students w ho are 
looking fo f\Yard to a career in 
Christian m inistiy. 

Continuing Education is 

provided through summer 
seminars and courses. 

College Marks 
Jubilee Year 

The yea r 1990 has been 
decla red the jubilee Year of the 
10 11h American Baptist College as 

it marks its 50th ye:.ir and the tenth 
anniverary of the Divinity School. 

J l '\ F I t}l)( l m 
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SERVICES 
77;eaudit repo11 by Deloille and Toucbe 

indicates tbat allfi11c111cial opemtio11s baue 
met acco1111ti11g s1c111dards. Tbe audit is 
availablefrom tbe Fi11a11cial Se1vices Director 
at tbe N.A.B. Co11jere11ce /11temalio1w/ Office. 

How the money was used 
BASIC BUDGET 1987 
Overseas Missions $1,629,173 

Church Growth 955,675 

1988 
$1,820,169 

1,174,714 

1989 
$1,855,663 

1,166,840 

~ 1989 Basic Mission 
and Ministry Goal 

College/ Divinity School 364,603 453,400 471,200 During 1989, North American 
Baptist Conference churches and 
individuals gave generously -
$4 ,486,430 - to the $4,750,000 goal 
for basic m issions and ministries. 
Although we missed the goal by 
$263,570, we do rejoice in all 
ministry that was accomplished to 
the glory o f God. Examples of these 
are seen through the department 
reports. These ministries are now 
known in 1990 as Established 
Ministries . 

Seminary 364,603 453,400 471,200 

General Council 173,084 242,924 312,991 

Development 425,002 12,904 24,457 

Financial Services 12,716 (15,045) 

Area Ministries 238,553 305,233 330,385 

I merest/exchange 95,174 38,359 90,366 

Total $4,245,866 $4,513,820 $4,708,057 

GROWill BUDGET 

Church Growth , 96,903 109,344 194,384 

Overseas Missions 803,929 1,103,549 1,312,808 

Conference Services 413,464 427,907 462,725 

To tal $1,314,295 $1,640,800 $1,969,917 ~ 1989 Growth Budget Goal 

Variance Income/ Expense (23,468) 4,729 (316) 
A total of $1,969,918 was g iven 

through the Growth Budget for 
BASIC & GROWTH EXPENSE $5,536,695 $6,159,349 $6,677,658 ministries and missions over and 

above the Basic Budget. This g iv ing Bequest Income 437,239 144.352 143,029 

Capital Funds 609,376 95,203 10,932 - a 20.1 percent increase over 1988 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $6,583,310 $6,398,904 $6,831,619 
- includes $173,678, designated for 
New Churches . . . New Life . The 
growth goal is now called Expans ion 
Ministries. 

Barbara J. Binder, editor 
Phyllis Hill, subscriptions 

fulfillment 
Holly Fann, proofreader 
Jean Gi ngrich, proofreader 
Dorothy Eisaman, typesetter 
Dwig ht Wa lles, d esign 
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~ Total Confer e nce Giving 
overall , total Confe rence giving 

was up S21 1,405, reaching an 
all-time record level. Contributions 
totalled S6,610,309 exceeding the 
overall giving goal fo r all purposes 
of S6,585,310. The members of the 
North American Baptist Conference 
are to be commended for their 
sacrificial g iving to the cause of 

Christ. 

~ Per Capita Giving in 1989 
Basic Mission and Minist ry 

Budget: S 108. 

Basic and Growth Budgets: SllO. 

All Conference and rela ted 
ministries: S 153. 

All giving - local church, 
Association , and Conference 
purposes: $902 . 

Again we have proved to be 
faithfu l stewa rds to the minist1y of 
the Gospel. 

~ Bequests 
A total of $143,029 was received 

through bequests in 1989. 

v I s I 0 N 

zu 
Where the money came from 
(fo r the Basic Mission and Ministry and Growth Budgets) 

ASSO CIATION 1986 

Alberta $927,404 

Great Lakes 583,138 
British Columbia 535,835 
Manitoba 410,681 

Eastern 301,229 

Northern California 301,553 

Southwes1ern 236,914 

Central Dakota 234,768 

Minnesota/Lacrosse 200,207 
South Dakota 187,959 
Illinois I97,618 
Iowa 208,454 

Central Pacific 165,757 

Atlantic 138.631 

orchern Dako1a 171,261 

Saskatchewan 142,994 

Pacific Northwest 146,610 

Wisconsin 130,820 
Southern California 131 ,763 
Southern 57,798 
Miscellaneous 

Inter-Association 97,651 

TOTAL $5,509,043 

Per Cap ita 

1987 1988 1989 Members 

$924.373 $1,184,453 $1,149,1 55 7,714 

574,967 585,395 614,165 7,097 

531 ,342 537.637 657,818 4,136 

374,005 393.690 379,584 2,497 

322,222 360.334 365,923 3,456 

294,257 303,463 343,640 6,275 

226,465 267,694 290,373 2,345 

239,838 266,613 283,376 3.331 
207,726 242,383 245,135 1.583 
216,822 235,430 244,801 2.563 
196,558 221 ,270 186,1 26 2,004 
181,849 212,584 216,414 2,240 

175,633 190,224 199,749 2,323 

147,042 184.496 206.395 1,516 

177.596 180,539 183,070 2,161 

158,483 176,151 194,248 1,347 

1-14,336 142,152 144,611 1,888 

153.304 137,227 161,351 2.481 
102,066 128,960 156,061 1.675 
54,934 64,237 78,406 1,291 

245 

132,877 144,418 309.910 

$5,536,695 $6,159,349 $6,610,309 60,168 

·r h e F inanc ia l Serv i ces 

De partmem collects, receives. and 
disburses contributions for 
Conference missions and ministries . 
supervises a nd administers the 
pensio n plan and medical insurance 
services fo r pastors and Conference 
personnel. maintains Conference 
properties. and provides data 
processing se1Yiccs for the 
Conference International Office. 
Executive staff members arc Phil 
Pucek ( I. tor.). Sarah Recllich. Gal'\· 
McCullough . Al Keller. a nd William 
Gingrich. 

1989 

$149 

87 

159 

152 

106 

55 
124 

85 

155 
96 

93 
97 
86 

136 

85 

144 

77 

65 

93 
61 

$110 

.ll ' ·i-: l9l)() • 
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promote unified direction and growth 

T he Development Department communicates th e 
vision and plans of Vision 2000 and researches 
and provides materials for the Biblical 

Imperatives . 

The Development Department communica tes the 

financial commitments the Conference has made to fund 

missions and ministries in North America and overseas . 
Through its publications and audio-visua ls, it reports 
how Goel is work ing through the m issions and ministries 
of the Conference as well as the results of our churches' 
and individuals' praying, giving, and serving. 

Jn the past. in our monthly reports, we reported only 
contributions fo r Established Ministries. Beginning in 
1990, we are reporting all contributions for approved 

budget ministries to their respective goals. 

North Americ an Baptist Conference 

Committed to Give 
our stewardship in action 

1990 Goal: $7,289,195 

Established Ministries 
(formerly known as basic budge/) 
Undesignated contributions 
(to be distributed to ministries below) 
Overseas Missions 
Church Growth Ministries 
College/ Divinity School 
Seminary 
Area Ministries 
General Coundl 
Interest and exchange 

Total 

Expansion Ministries 
(formerly known as growth budget) 
Overseas Missions 
Church Growth Ministries 
financial Services 
'Sch ools· annual s11pplemental 
funds 1101 i11c/11ded. 

Total 

Specials 
Overseas Missions 
Reti red ministers; fraternal groups 

Total 

Total giving goal 

$2,409,570 
1.378,800 

498,450 
498,450 
816,030 
292,400 
56,300 

$5 950 000 

$553,600 
5 12,795 
25,700 

$1 092 095• 

$196,100 
51 ,000 

$247,100 

$7,289,195 

The Development Department executive staff plans 
and produces materials for Visio n 2000: (I. to r. ) 

Barbara Binder, ed itor of Baptist l l era/d and "l'\.A. B . 
1ews," Dorothy Ganoung, edito r o f /v/0111e111s u ·ith 

Cod and "Link," Arthur Helw ig, fund-raising and 
audio-visuals, and Lewis Petrie, director. 

Establish ed Ministries 

7his calego1y refJrese11/s those mission a11d 111i11ist1y 

a reas that are oftbe b(f!,hesl priority a11d lo 11 •/Jich ice 
a re alreac~y commilled. '/ b is i11c/11des p rouis io11 j ar 59 
career missio1wries, 27 exist i111-: ch11rcb p la 11ti11g 
p rojects and 6 neu • ones, and tbe ed11calio11 ofji1t11re 
missionaries, pastors, a11d cb11rcb pla11/ers. 'J l.?e e11tire 
Area J\lli11islr ies h11dge1, inc/11di1t/!, the a11101111/ prot'ided 
hy the Associat ion , is included i11 tbis catef!,01y. 

Expansion Ministries 

'/bis wteµ,01y represe11ts //Jose additio11al 111L<;sio11 cl/Id 
111i11ist1y a reas that will he imple111e11led as 
co111milme11ts are made. and thesejitnds receiued. !bis 

i11c/11des tbejillldi11/!,for 9 career mL5sionaries mu/ 22 
sb orl-lerm 111issionaries. fl L<; anticipated that 6 11e11 · 
churches 11•il/ he planted throup,h the Ne1c Chu rches . 
Nell' Ufe Campaig11fro111 tbis catep,01y . 

Specials 

'/7Jis calef!.ory re/Jl'esen ts those prcy·ec1s 11'/.?icb a re 11s11af~) ' 
co111pleted i11 0 11e. )'<'ltr as u ·ell as co11/rih11tio11s lo 

mrio11s other Orf!,a11izalio11s a nd ll'Orld reliefprojec/s . 
'f7.1is I/lay include afJpmued capital }it nds projects. 

V I S I 0 N 

~ Conference Total Giving Goal 
Throughout 1990 , the commitment of eve1y church 

and individual d onor is neeclecl to fulfill the financial 
goals to fund the Con ference mission and ministry 
commitments. These tota l 57,289, 195. This means a 10.7 
Percent increase over the g iv ing in 1989 or an average of 
S 122 per m ember. 

Beginning with the 1990 budget, the Conference 
~nternationa l O ffice m ade significant cha nges in the \\·ay 
it reports contributions. The three g iving goals of 

p~·evious years have been integrated into one budget or 
giving goal consisting of three categories: The 

Established Ministries (formerly known as basic budget), 
Expansion Ministr ies (formerly known as growth 
budget), and Special Projects. 

The Conference total giv ing goal includes 
con1111itments for funding overseas missions, area 
111in istries, church growth m inistries, two rheological 
schools and a college, general council, ancl fraternal 
Organi zations distributing world relief and Bibles. 

Church Gro\\'lh h1;11i . . 
sin..,,, 23. 0 96 

Area 1\ Iinb1rie., 9.9% 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Tear Here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . _ __ ___ __ ______ _ 

cil Coundl 4.2% 
(.i e ll" · 

My Response 
ClJ \'Es, I will have a sh are in Vision 2000 by 111aki11g tbefollowi11g gift. to tbe N.A.B. Cot1ference 

»lission and ministr ies for this curr ent year: ( Please 111ake check or 11101/(!y order payable 10 :Vortb 

'1merica1t !Japlists, 111c.) 

CD S l 00 OJ 5300 Ol 5500 C!l 5 1,000 lli other amount S - ---------

(] I Wi ll give through my local church. 

(] I wou ld like m ore in formation about Visio112000. 
(] I request more in formation about IJi se1ving overseas IJI N.A. B. College/ Divinity School 

l)i N.A.B. Scmina1y ~ pla nning my estate C!l other ___________ ________ _ 

(] I Wish to subscribe ro the Baptist llerald: US$8: CD ·s10. 'iO. 

Jesus said: "W'bere ) 'Our treasure is, tbe1·e will)1ou1· heart be also" (MatL 6:21). 

Name------------------- --- ---Spouse's f\'amc _ ____________ _ 

Street Address - -------------- ---------------------------

Ciry ---- -------- ----------- St ate 'Prm -. _ _ ___ _ _ __ Code _ _ ____ _ 

I l '\ F \ L) L)( \ m 
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It is estimated chat more than 
60 percent of individuals both in 
Canada and the L.S.A. do noc have 
a will or an estate plan. If this is 
true , e ither the State or Province 
does have laws chat govern the 
distribution of your estate as they 
think it should be distributed . 

Jc is far bener co do your own 
planning-trusting Goel co guide 
you-than to leave such an 
important matter co your 
government. 

The Estate Planning Ministry of 
the North American Baptist 
Conference offers the follo wing 
services for your benefi t without 
cost or obligation: 

• Lite rature 

To help you understand Bibl ical 
stewardship and to plan yo ur 
estate. 

• Special re ports 
"The Place of Life Insurance in 
Estate Planning" 

"The Cse of Trusts in Estate 
Planning" 

"What Is a Chari table Gift 
Annuity'? 

• Stewardship sem.inars 
Wills, Trusts. and Estate Planning 
Biblica l Stewardship 

Financial Planning 

• Representatives 
will me~c with you to assist you 

in e ither making or reviewing 
your w ill 

in finding God 's plan for your 
estate 

. Please call or u ·rile today for a 
f ree copy ofyo11r " \Viii a11d 'fr11s1 
Plc1111li 11p, Guide. " o r to schedule a 
semi11a r a11d/or to 11wke 

a rra I IP,emeu Is for a Nm1 b America 11 

!3aptist Co 1(fere11ce rep rese11tati1•e to 
meet u ·itb yo11 . 

BAPTIST l IEHALJ ) 

Connie Salios and Melvin Bergstresser 
serve as estate planning co11 nselors. 

I would love to make 
a major charitable 
gift from my estate, 
b11t I also feel a strong 
obligation to my family . 
What can I do? 

We'll Help You 
Give It Twice 

When it comes to m aking a d ecision concerning distribution of our 
estates a t the time of death, most of us face the same dilemma. 

It's not easy to find a comfortable solution. But for many, the "give it 
twice" concept provides an exciting a lternative . 

The concept is simple. At the death of the surviving spo use, you 
establish a trust which pays income to your family m embers until they 
have received an amount equal to the total value of the estate at the time 
of death. 

When that value has been rece ived , the assets remaining in the trust 
are dis tributed to a charitable organization, such as the North American 
Baptist Conference. 

To many individuals, it makes a lot of sense. I trust that you will also 
find it to be of interest and value. 

Our staff has prepared a special pla nning report to assist you in your 
planning. Why not w rite for your free copy today? There is no cost or 

obligation . 

--------- --- --- --------------
Yes, please send m e the special p lanning report, We' ll Help You 

G ive It Twice. l understand there is no cost or ob ligation . 

ame 

Address 

City ----------- -
State/ Prov. ___ Code _ __ _ 

Pho ne: I lome 13us iness ( 

Binhdat<: ________ _ Spouse's 13inhdatc ---------

/Vitt ii lo: Or. 0111 11 ie Solios. North A 111ericC111 /JCtfJI isl Co11fere11ce 
I South 2/0 S11m111il At•e .. OCtkhrook "f'errace. IL 60 / H l -3906 

Pl.1011e: f 70HJ 495-2000: FA X: ( 70HJ 495-.HO I. 

by Stephen Brachlow 

~ s o litude is a discipline of the 
~ spiritual life. I realized that 

again to day as I sat down 10 

write this a rticle. 
In order to find enough time LO be 

alone 10 write - a\vay from the 
many demands of wo rk and family 
that always seem to be competing 
for my atte ntion - it took a certain 
measure of discipline . I needed to 
make special a rrangements - b lock 
off the Lime o n my ca le ndar and 
actua lly leave my seminary office -
in orde r to find a q uie t place away 
from the pho nes, students, and 
colleagu es. I needed LO find a place 
Where I could be al one, in solitude, 

to think and write . 
And now I am here at home alone 

on a q uiet March morning with the 
snow fa ll ing o utside. I low d ifficult it 
seems simpl y to s it quie tly with 
n1yself, even fo r a few moments. 
Without my busy li fe o f work and 
respo nsibility co kee p me occu pied 
- to keep me go ing. 

If it is so hard co even make ti me 
for quie t in o rde r to do a task like 
this, then how much more difficult 
to make time to p ractice solitude for 
Pra yer. It is no t something 1hat 
comes eas ily for many of us . 

The practice of a prayerful 
solitude takes d iscipline. That, I 
think, is the point o f a strange. rather 
humorous l inlc saying chaI came out 

V I S I 0 N 

THE DISCIPLINE OF 

of the life of the church in -nh 
centu ry Egypt. when there was a 
great movement of earnest young 
Christians '\\·ho went into the dcsen 
to pray. The saying reads: "It was 
said of Abbot Ag:nho. thal for three 
years. he carried a stone in his 
mouth until he learned to be silent." 
The point ~q1s, of course, that c\'en 
for those who devoted the ir whole 
lives to prayer, the practice of 
solitude took great discipline, as it 
does for us today. 

It is 1hc discipline to 111:1ke room 
in our often overcro\\'cled. busy 
li\·es in \\'hich \\'C may pray. It is the 
d iscipline to create pbccs of quiet 
rctre:it amid all the noise and rush of 

life ..,,·here we :ire able to quiet our 
hearts and say with the Psalmist. "For 
God alone my soul awaits in silence" 
(Psalm 62: I). 

The call to solitude in the spiritual 
life is found primarily in the \\'ords 
of .J esus in I !is reaching :ihout prayer 
in rhe Sermon on the ~ f ount. "\'\'hen 
you pray." Jesus said. "go into your 
room and shut the door and pr;t\' to 
your Father \\'ho is in secret. anci 
your Father \Yho secs in secret \Yill 
reward you" ( ~latthe\\' 6:6 ). 

By calling us to step out of tlw 
rush of th ings. Jesus indic!les that 
true prayer begin:- \\'ith our 
\\'ill ingness to let go of the m ar1\' 
thing:- that \\'e do in order 10 fill . our 
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h es. In effect. I le asks us co empty 
our lives for a time by going apart, 
alone. in o rder that we might let God 
fill our lives \Yith I !is loving 
presence. 

When we create this space in our 
busy schedules to be w ith God. and 
God alone, we then allow room in 
our lives for the habitation of God. 
We create a place near the ,·ery 
center of our lives in wh ich I le may 
come to dwell within us richly. 

This Jesus often did I limself, as 
the Gospels reveal in severa l places. 
While active in ministry. Jesus 
regularly found time to w ithdraw 
from the crowds and activity of I !is 
min istry to be alone. to rest. and to 
pray. And in ,\l(ark"s Gospel. Jesus 
extends that invitation to each one of 
us when I le said to I l is disciples: 
"Come away by yourselves to a 
lonel y place and rest awhile" (Mark 
6: 31 ). 

T h~s , ~h~ discipline_of.solirude 
leads us 1nro the d1sopline of 
rest. In the busy, goal. and 

pro~uction-oriented society in \\"hich 
we find ourselves, most Christians 
live pretty much like everyone else 
doc.'>. O ur busy lives are crowded 
with important things lo do at work. 
or at home. or even at church. We 
do and do. 

But we do not kno\\". it seems. 
how to he at rest. As Wa lter 
Hau'>chcnhu-.ch once commented 
about the busy live" of '>O many 
Christian -. . "We do much for God 
but \\"c do not n."it much in Cod. '; 

l~C'><:arch ha -. J1<>int cc.J out that 
working hour-. han: dcdirwd in the 
pa-.t 100 year'i. Even Ml . people have 
not fill ed th<.:ir n<:wl ~ .ttquircd free 
11111l' ''ith re'>t hut \\"ith additional 
\\< irk 

BA l'Tl'>"I 111-:HA I.I ) 

Reduced ,,·orking time for.most 
middlt:-class people means they fill 
in their time with other forms of 
work: repairing. painring. caring for 
yards and for cars. or preparing 
elaborate. multi-course "gourmet" 
mea ls-then cleaning up the kitchen 
afterward ' In addition. those of us 
w ho arc committed. act in: Christ ians 
often fill up the remaining time ,,·ith 
a multitude of programs. committee 
meetings. and other activicies at 

church. 
But Jesus says, "Come away by 

yourself to a lonel y place and rest 
awhile." The "rest" to which we are 
called, however. is not necessari ly 
the same as tak ing a good nap. 

Rather. it is rest of a pecul iar kind. le 
is not so much a rest "from" 
something as it is. we might say. a 
rest "in" something-in the grace 
and peace of Christ. 

Those Christians who \\·ere the 

Bible Readings 

Dayl 
Day2 

Day3 
Day4 
Day5 
Day6 
Day 7 

Luke 1:18-23 
Matthew 6:5-6 
Luke 5:5-16 
Psalm 8 
Matthew 26:36-46 
James 3:1-12 
Matthew 27:32-50 
Marr. 14:23, Mark 6:46 
Luke 4:42, Psalm 62: 1 

masters of prayer during the 
Medieval Era had a Latin phrase to 

describe ch is kind of rest. They 
called it oti11111 sw1c/11111. or "holy 
leisu re." It was a \Yay of simply 

being with God. a \\·ay of almost 
"wasting t ime" w ith God. as one 
mighc do \\·ich a good friend over a 
cup o f coffee. 

01i11111 SC1 11c/11111 ,,·as a way of 
resting qu ietly in God's loving 
presence rn ther chan concinually 
striving to do something for Goel. as 

if by all our efforts \H~ might 
so111ehow justify oursch-es before 
Goel. Bur che \\·o nderful gifc o f quiet 

solitude, as Richard Foster has 
observed. is "che freedom to let our 
justificatio n rest entirely w ith God ." 

In the great peacefulness of a 
prayerful soli tude \H~ find the 
burden o f all ou r vain ancmpcs at 
sel f-just ificat ion lifted as we allo \\· 
oursdves to rest in God's .-;ust.aining. 

li'.c-restoring presence. There \\·e 
d iscover the reassuring truth o f 
Isa iah's words that "in returning :ind 
rest you shall he saved. in quietness 
and !rust shall he your sa lvation" 
Usaiah 30: 15 ). 

T he pract ice o f so l itude 
reminds us that the spiricu:tl 

li fe is a gifc o f grace. It 1s not 
therefore so much a life ,,.e crea te hy 
our own effort. as it i~ a Life that 
\\1·1 . . . . • nts lo create .... ornething ne\\· 1n u~. 
1 hus it is not ~o much :t lik \\T li\"L'. 
as it is a Lik· that ,,·ants to "li\'L' 11 us. 

So litude teaches u~ that the 
Spiritual life is. as I lcnri !\ouwcn h :t~ 
expressed it so simply . "a g ift of the 
I lo iy Spiri t. w ho li fts us up into the 
Kingdo m of Cocl·s Im ·e." This is thL' 

''"0 ndcrful freedom o f grace we 
d iscover in the rL'Sl ,111ll peace that is 
h ()J" t• II 

11 ('''~t 11 o our "coming tl \\·ay to '-· 

for awhile" in prayerful sol itude. 
But the grace of solitude extends 

beyond ourselves to include others: 
as '"ell. Dietrich l3onhoeffer wrote in 
his book, Life Togetber. "only i1: 
aloneness do we learn to li,·e rightly 

in fellowship." In sol itude. we all~w 
room in our (i,·es not only for ~od s 

presence but also I ~is pers~J~cr'.v~_on 
our relationships wHh others. 1 his 
happens especially when "·e.allo"· 
God w speak co us about ou1 
rel:Hionships through ~cri pture. . 

It is in the si lence ol solHudc th.It 

rhe \'\lord of God is often able to 
' · ·1. ,1f· l· t1c)wn to us most 111:1"c 1 se ' . 

·I I ·ol1"tude \Ve allo'' the dca1 y. n s ' 
\\lord to speak to us about our . 
. If-drivenness and our often sel fish 
se . o~sess anc.l 111:1rnpulate 
c.les1n.:s co P " · · , . 

·or·'· or in our home~ to 
those :n " " . . 

I \\·e ·ire closest in life. \\' 10111 < W I ·d . 1·cude under the " 0 1 · In our ~o 1 

Scriptu re may also come t c~ speak to 
. four someti111es ra1hc1 

us o · .· f1hc church.ln 
11. . 11ei·"d v1s1on o 

SC - CCI " . 
. ··sion we ma y expel'l ou1 

Olli \I. · (" . , 
. I ·isters to i\'C mor c.: brother .... :int :; . . . . .. 

I
. l<> oLt r o\\·n ,, · 1shc~ ,ind 

. ·core. 1ng . · 

.tc. , l , . 1h·111 in the freedom ol 
desires rat ic1 . 11 

. . . n iquencss. as creatct 1)' 
their O'' n u 

(;od . · •tl)J• · IO . · ··>l itudc ,,.L. :u c · ' 
·1 bus. 1n ·"' 

l. . nee on our ·1 in ~onie c. i~c,1 . . . . 
g. . ·I . . \\"it h others. If II t~ ,t 
rclat1on:; 1 111~ ,, . ··ll 

. !er chc \\ ord. it "t 
sol itude unt , 1 · , of 1 ''tli,·inL' 
. . ·h· beco111c.· so111LI i1np. . . . 

like. · 1 l )S LI '- ~cc.' our l":t nul\· 
l i-..t·1ncc" th.it ie I . . . . . . 

t . . . . 1 ·. their proper l0tll '. 
·ind lrienc. ~ in .. 
· .. , th· \\"hen \\"C go apart 111 

1·111.1 . · . . 'r ,, hich . I , . t 'rce~srnY pr .1~ e . 
solit ut e. in c. • · I 
. . . . I strength of re:1 
is the Jif·c ,1nc. . ' . . 
: . I i 1 hccon1es pos~rhk .tt d 

1cllo'' s 1 I I .. ' ,l A.-. I lcnri i\ot i\\ en 
\ T l"}" deep L \ L . " 

. . .. in solicudc 111.11 .tn 
has ~. 11d . II l~ . ·c.· opens up" in our 
c.·nori nou.-.. ... p.'.tl\ 11rc.'<K"l'ltpic.•d Ii\ c.· -.. . 
ot lwr'' i-.c o \ L I . 
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a space into which we can welcome 
all persons who have been 
committed by Christ into our care. In 
sol itude. i\ou\\·cn says. " ·e empty 
our l ives o f our O\Vn "selves" so that 
the true needs of others. and not just 
our dim perception of chem. become 

cle:1rer to us . 
These are the gifts of sol itude to 

which Jesus calls us when he urges 
us to "go into our room and shut the 
door." It is not always easy to do. le 
takes discipline. But the fruit of 
sol itude is the rest. the joy. and the 
peace th:ll w e find in Christ. 

for to he \\"ith Christ in the secret 
place of the hea rt brings 1 lis joy :ind 
pe:ice. \Yhich is the grc.:'atest treasure 
in all life. It is the pearl o f great 
price. which is \\"Orth all chc rest of 
th.: treasures of life put togeth.:r. 

Or. Stepben Bmcb/01r. fJ»<!/essor 
Cb11rcb / listc)ly 011d <.,Z, r istic111 
Spiri/110/ity . S urtb .4merico11 !3C1/Jlis/ 

Se111i11my. Sioux Falls. SD. 

Exercise 

• Take your calendar and 
designate a time to be alone this 
week . It may be a day, a half a 
day. or a fe\Y hours. 

Find a qu iet p lace. w here you 
can be alone in the pre:,encc of 
God- away from all the 
d istractions :incl responsibilities 
of your normal activities. 

Wail upon God. w ho has 
prom ised to renew your 
strength . Th is is a t ime for God 
to m inister to you by al!m,·ing 
room in your life for God alone. 

• I low can you make thi~ a 
regular discirline in your life? 
Set :tside that time each ~Yeck or 
month on your calendar no\\. 
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• ...._ riendfest - Faithful ro 
• ,. f f F Christ's Visio n" has been 

host cirY,. Milwaukee, Wisconsin , 
know n as the "festiva l ci ty." 
According to the Milwaukee Visi to r's 
Bureau , rhere are more ethnic 
festivals held here than in any other 
city in rhe Cnited States. In fact. 
Germanfest, a festival celebrating the 
German heritage. is tentatively 
scheduled for the weekend before 
the Triennial. 
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chosen by rhe Program 
Committee as the theme for the 43rd 
Triennial Conference ro he held in 
,vJil\\·aukce. Wisconsin. July 30 to 

August 41, 1991. 
The theme focuses on a Biblica l 

Imperative of Vision 2000: 
"Commissio ned to Witness." being 
launched in 199 1. It reinforces our 
emphasis on Vision 2000 and 
Christ's vision that all wou ld have 
the opportunity to know I lim as 
Lord and Savior. 

During this '-!)rd Tric.:nnial 
Conference of f\orth American 
Bapti:-.t Churches, we will be 
encouraged to 

• '>hare the Gospel of.Jesus Christ 
in word and action with those 
who do not know Christ as 
~avior and 

• fon1s on the: d1urd1·s priority to 
l'V<tngel ize its community - 10 

introduce people: to ou r grea1e . ..,1 
Friend . 

Fricndfe.-.t idc:nti lks LI.'> \\'ith the 

BAl'Tl'ff I IEHALI) 

And so. this Tric.:nnial Conference 
wi ll be a rime to renew friendships 
and make new friends - ro come to 
know our J\onh America n Baptist 
Conference.: famil y berter. 

Special rimes to worship ou r 
greatest rriend. Jesus Christ. and to 
n :lebrate rhis friendship are part of 
the program. 

All sc.:ss ions. except for the senior 
high college program. w ill be held 
at ,v!ECCA - the Milw<tukee 
Exposi tion and Convention Center. 

Senior high and college age youth 
w ill he .'>taying ar Marquette 
l 'nivcrsity and hearing Dewey 
Be11olini speak on the: theme: 
"Mak ing ;i Difference Today for 

Tomorrow." 
Special programs are p lanned 

also for young teens and children 
from age six months through grade 
six during the Conference sessions. 

"Reserve these dates now: July 
30-August 4, 1991 , to attend the 
Triennial Conference in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin," says Gary McCullough, 
triennial conference manager. The 
Wisconsin and Illinois Associations 
will be hosting you. Registration 
forms w ill he ava ilable by Janua1y 
1991. 

"Think of the 
joy of seeing the 
evangelism 
flame sparked in 
some youth and 
adults, and the 
flame further 
fanned in 
others," says Dr. 

David Dryer, local arrangements 
committee chair and pastor in 
Kenosha, WI. "The word friend is 
central ro our Lo rd 's evangelism 
mandates. Lasting sol id results in our 
w itnessing requ ire that we give 
ourselves as friends to those we 
would seek to win. For seven great 
days, Milwau kee, Wisconsin, site of 
the Conference, w ill be our 
laborato1y for witnessing." 

~ w hen \\'C become 
Christians. we are born 
into God·s family. When 

we join a local church. '·"e become 
pan of that fami ly. If that local 
church has chosen to be a pan of the 
l\onh American Baptist Conference . 
we automatically become a part of 
that larger fam ily. Our common 
experience with Jesus Christ and 
common commitment to 

1 lis mission in the world is the glue 

that holds us together as a 
Conference fa mily today. 

• \Ve believe the 13ible is God·s 
Word given by divine inspiration. 
the record of God·s revelation of 
I Iimscl f to humaniry. It is 
trust wonhy. su fficicnt. without 
erro r - the supreme authority and 
guide for all doctrine and conduct. 
It is the truth by ,,·hich God brings 

people into a sa,·ing relationship 
Wi th 11 imsel f and leads them ro 
Christ ian maturity. 

• \Ve bel ieve in the one li,·ing and 
true God. perfect in wisdom. 
sovereignty, holi ness. justice . 
mercy, and love. I le exists 
eternally in three coequal persons 
Who act together in creation. 
providence. and redemption . 

• \Ve believe Goel created an order 
of spiritual beings called angels Lo 
serve 11 im and do 11 is \\'i l l. 

• \Vic helie,·e God created man in 
I !is own image to ha,·e f<:llo\\·ship 
With 1 limself and co he ste\\':1rd 
over 1 lis cn:a tion. As a result. 
C<tt:h person is unique. possesses 
d ignity. and is worthy of respect. 
Through the temptation of Sar:111. 
Adam chose to disobey God: this 
brought sin and death to th1..· 

WHAT WE 

human race and suffering ro al l 
creation. Therefore. everyone is 
born ~virh a sinful nature and 
needs to be reconciled to God . 
Satan tempts people ro rebel 
against God. e,·en those \Yho .lm·e 
I lim. ·onethcless. c\'e1yone is 
personally responsible to ?od for 
thoughts. actions. :ind beliefs and 
Ins che right ro approach Him 
directly through Jesus Christ. the 

only mediacor. 

• We bclie,·c sah«1tion is 
redemption by Christ of rhe ,,·hole 
person from sin :incl clearh. It is 
offered :is a free gift by God to ;111 

:incl must be received personally 
through repentance :ind faith in 

J cs us Christ. 
• .\'\'c...• hcl ic,·e the Church is the...· body 

or \\'hid1 Christ is the head and all 
\\'ho hclie\-c in I l irn arc members. 
Christians are crnnmandecl to he 
h:iptiz1..·d upon profession of bith 
:ind to unite ,,·ith a local church 

V I S I 0 N 

for mutual encouragement and 
gro~vrh in discipleship through 
\Yorship, nurture::. sen·ice. and the 
proclamation of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ to the world. Each 
church is a self-governing body 
~·ith a congregational form of 
go,·ernmenc under the lordship of 
Christ \Yith all members sharing 
responsibility. The ordinances of 
rhe church are baptism by 
immersion and the Lord·s Supper. 

• \'i/e believe rel igious liheny. 
rooted in Scripture. is the 
inal ienable right of all ind i,·idua ls 
ro freedom of conscience ~·irh 
ultimate accountabi lity ro God. 
Church and srace exist by the \Yi ll 
of Goel . Each has distincti,·e 
concerns and responsibilities. free 
from control by the orhcr . 

• \Ve hclie,·e Christians. indi,·idually 
and collecri,·ely. are salt and light 
in society. \Ve affirm the family a~ 
rhe basic unit or society and seek 
to prcserYc its integrity and 
srahiliry. 

• \X'e hclien~ God. in I !is O\Yn riml..' 
and in I lis O\Yn \Yay. \Yill hring all 
things to their appropriate encl :ind 
establish the ne\\' hea,·en and tlw 
ne\\' c:111h. The certain hope or 
the Christian is that Jesus Christ 
~·ill return to rhc earth sudclcnl\' . 
person:tll\' . and ,·isihly in glory 
according ro l lis promise. The...· 
dead \\'ill he raised . and Chri~t ,,· i \l 
judge mankind in rightc...·ousr11:~~ . 

"fbts IS(/ Cllll(fl!//Stl// ( J}/ <i/" lhe 
"SWl<'llll!llf <i( Befi1f~ ri( 1hc :\·onh 
.-1111erica11 f3a/)(isl <.i111/i.'re11ce" The 
CPlll{lfe/e Sltlll'/I/('//( llS /I'd( (/S (/ Sflltf\' 

,!.!llide 1s ll1 ·oifohl<'jiw11 lhc < ·011/(•n•u, 1• 
!11/l'nttll 1111wf < ?lfice · 
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"Then: needs to he constant 

anention to ihe maucr of grm,·th in 

1lw Christ i:tn li fe hec:tuse of the ,·cry 

n:tlurc of grcm·ih . Cro\\'lh is not a 

one time e\'enl hut a lifelong process 
:1nd e\·en a h:iule ,,·ith dcfc:1ts :ind 
\ 'ictories. ups :md dc)\\'ns. until 

death. If !his is !rue. ihen there needs 
lo he a rccommitment to the matter 

o f spiritual gro\\·th in the Christi:tn 

I i f c." 
jim11 Cbal/e11,t!,ed to Gmu· -

.-1 Spiri/110/ Re11eu ·a/ Re!lreat 

CHALLENGED TO 

Scrip ture: "Grow in the grace and knowledge o f our Lord and Savio r 
Jesus Chri st" (2 Peter 3: 18, NIV). 

Deji'nition: Growth is a Holy Spirit-led process thro ugh w hich believers 
know Goel and His purposes, becoming like Christ in cha racter 

and conduct. 

~ Goal I . 

~ Goal 2. 

~ Goal ] 

,, Goa/4. 

Assist believers to understand and respond to the transforming 

pe rson and work of the Ho ly Spirit. 

Assist believers to mature in the ir Biblica l knowledge of Goel a nd 

commitme nt to Christian d oct rine and life-style . 

Assist believers to mature in the ir re lationship with Goel through 
the exercise of Christ ian spiritua l d iscipl ines: Meditation, praye r, 
fast ing, study, s implic ity, solitude/ sile nce, confession, worship, 

and g uidance. 

Assist believers to grow s piritually through their compassion and 
involvement in a needy world. 


