


YOUR GREATEST 
GIFT WAS 
FREE ... BUT 
SHARING IT 

COSTS 
MONEVI 

The greatest gift you will ever receive-the saving Grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ-was free. It didn't cost you a cent. 
To attempt to give it monetary value would be futile. The 
real value and power of the gospel is realized when it 
reaches out to touch the hearts and lives of others. This 
happens in many ways; all of which require the prayers and 
financial support of dedicated Christians. 

As you remember God's great gift, we invite you to help 
the home and overseas ministries of the North American 
Baptist Conference. Offerings may be given through your 
local church or directly to the Conference. Share your 
gift- rem ember your joy when it was received-contribute 
so that others may share His Love. It is your privilege as one 
who knows Him. 

D YES, I am enclosing my gift of $ for miss ions and 
ministries of the North American Baptist Conference. I will pray for 
these min is tries. 

Na me _____ ___________ _ _ _________ _ 

Add ress _____ _____________________ _ 

City 

State/Prov . _________ Cod e _ __________ _ 

Church _ ________________________ _ 

Please make checks payable to 
North America n Baptists, Inc., and send to 
North American Baptist Conference 
1 So. 210 S11111mit Ave. 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181-3994. 
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Let's Reach the 
$6,600,000 Goal! 

Last year, many churches and 
individuals overwhelmingly 

responded during the final weeks 
of 1990 as they prayed and gave 
to meet the financial needs of the 
N .A.B. Conference. 

This year, our total financial 
goal for all areas of ministry is 
$6,600,000. And due to your 
faithful giving, we have reached 
a total of $4,848,344 or 73 percent 
of our goal as of Nov. 22, 1991 . 

As a Conference of 60,168 
members in Canada and the 
U.S.A., we support through 
prayer and financial giving 30 
church planting projects-four of 
w hich were started this year in 
Alberta, Minnesota, Pennsylva­
nia, California; 476 students in 
our college and two seminaries; 
and 69 overseas missionaries 
planting churches, evangelizing, 
and training pasto rs in more than 
six countries. 

$1,751,656 more is needed 
through contributions in Decem­
ber. Why? Ministry goals that 
have been set ca n only be 
achieved if adequate financial 
resources are available. 

What will it matter if we d o 
not reach our goal? We will plant 
less churches, send fewer 
missionaries, and discontinue 
some personnel and m inistry 
services. 

That w ill translate into count­
less numbers of people left un­
reached w ith the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ- people w ho may have 
been reached . 

That's the bottom line, my 
friends- not the d ollar va lue 
however large or sma ll- of ; ur 
final year-end budget. 

Thank you for your prayers 

a~g~ 
John Binder, executive director 
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f 'We learn from our 
mistakes." Most of us 
have used this saying 

at one time or another to help ease 
the pain of something that has not 
quite turned out the way we had 
hoped . Perhaps tha t is one of the 
best ways we have of looking at the 
history of Christian church. We are 
certainly at no loss for mistakes in 
our past, and we do well to learn 
from them. 

One such teacher from the past is 
John Humphrey Noyes and his 
followers'. They came to be known 
as the Oneida community of New 
York. Along with thousa nds of 
other Americans, Noyes was caught 
up in the revival spirit of the 1830s 
and was converted at a revival 
meeting of the evangelist Charles 
Finney. 

Noyes experienced a true tra ns­
formation. He abandoned his fail­
ing law career to become an enthu­
siastic and charismatic preacher. 
Almost immediately, he entered 
seminary where he applied himself 
vigorously to his work and distin­
guished himself in Biblica l studies. 

Soon he was invited to join an 
elite group of students known as 
"the Brethren." It was a group made 
up of the more dedicated students 
who strove to improve their spiri­
tual condition by especially intens­
ive study and by an organ ized 
method of persona l criticism. Each 
week, the group wou ld gather and 
select one member who would have 
lo hold his tongue while the others 
offered frank criticism of his cha rac­
ter. Everyone wou ld take a regu lar 
turn in the "hot seat" so that all of 
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by Benjamin C. Leslie 

them could share in this character­
building exercise. 

If we had met Noyes in those 
ea rly days, my guess is that we 
would have been greatly impressed. 
We would have said to ourselves: 
Here is a ma n on fire for the Lord · 
here is an example of w hat it mea~s 
to b~ a really committed disciple of 
Chnst. Noyes was determined not 
to let the usual short-lived nature of 
revival conversions become the pat­
tern of his own fa ith. He resolved to 
be a young convert forever. 

But s.omewhere along the way, 
something went wrong. The rea­
sons are complicated. In the end, no 
one knows exactly w hy some Chris­
tians start out well but at some 
point chose a different path, a dis­
t?rted kind of Christianity. They are 
like the seed that fell on rocky soil. 
The grain flomishes for a w hile, but 
then it withers. 

John Humphrey Noyes came to 
believe in the possibility of human 
perfection in this world and in this 
lifetime. He ca me to believe tha t the 
fina l perfection of the believer and 
of the church were goa ls that could 
be fu lly attained. He preached that 
those who continued to have sin in 
thei r life~ any fo rm were actually 
o.f the devil, f?r Christians no longer 
sinned. Consistent with his preach-
111g, Noyes announced publicly his 
own moral perfection. From here, it 
was a short step to his belief in h is 
own special inspiration to interpret 
Scripture. 

He gathered around himself a 
community of disciples w ho fol ­
lowed an ideal of economic com­
munism. This was Noyes' perfect 

community with perfect sharing 
among its members . He developed 
the infamous doctrine of complex 
marriage, a kind of g roup poly­
gamy restricted to the congregation 
of the committed . Noyes soon be­
came opposed to the formalities of 
organized religion so much that he 
d id away with worship services 
entirely. There were no baptisms, 
no communion services, no 
weddings, and no funeral services. 

In spite of their peculiar beliefs, 

Only if God shatters 
our illusions about what 
it means to be a genuine 

fellowship in Jesus 
Christ can we begin to 

experience the real 
promise of Christian 

fellowship. 

the community of John Humphrey 
Noyes flourished in Oneida, New 
York, for more than a generation. 
But the drea m could not last for­
ever. The zeal a nd devotion of the 
early years eventually began to 
wear off. Members began to resent 
the harsh rules and restrictions of 
the community. Talks abou t the 
Bible gave way to complaints about 
the administration and operation of 
the community. Dissent led to d ivi­
s ion. Division inside was matched 
by a n even greater hostility from 
outside. Eventual ly Noyes was 

forced to resign, and he left the 
Oneida community never to return. 
Sc,,:m after, the community was 
dissolved. The dream of a perfect 
commu nity had collapsed in the 
midst of its own strife. 

T he story of John Humphrey 
Noyes is a Christian tragedy. 
It is the s tory of a hopeful 

beginning w hich goes astray. But 
there is another message as well. It 
is a message similar to what we 
read in the first chapter of I John: "If 
we walk in the ·lig ht as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus his 
Son cleanses us from all sin. If we 
say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us" 
(1 :7f). 

What happened in Oneida was 
an extreme si tuation, and hopefully, 
few of us are likely to seek a congre­
ga tion like the one that Noyes 
founded. But there is another sense 
in w hich many of us come into a 
Christian congrega tion with some 
of the sa me expecta tions that John 
Noyes had. We come into a church 
with a very definite idea of what 
Christian life together should be, 
and then we try to realize that idea. 

So often, however, there is an im­
portant little fact about the church 
that we forget when we formulate 
our expectations concerning tl.1e 
church. It is a li ttle fact that I fmd I 
have had not only to learn but also 
from time to time, I have had to re­
learn it. And that is the simple fact 
that the church is mad e up of peo­
ple. Even though we are members 
of the church of Christ and even 
though we may be c01:nmitted 
Christians, our comm1tment and 
our church membership do not 
eradicate our own sinful human 
nature. 

We forget that the Ch:ist!an con­
gregation of the present 1s s1~ply . 
not yet the kingdom of God 111 all its 
fullness. We are not the new 
Gard en of Eden, but we are still just 
East of Eden. We live our lives as 
ou tcasts from paradise--pilg rims 
on our way to a promised land-a 
promised land to which we hold 
deed, but w hich we do not yet 
occupy. 

When we worship 
together, it will be a 

group of sinners 
gathered together, a 

group of ordinary folk 
who have found 
something extra 

ordinary in 
Jes us Christ! 

The point is not simply that we 
are not perfect, but rather, the point 
is that the vast majority of us who 
call ourselves Christians have 
massive inconsistencies in our lives. 
Jesus asked the Pharisees, "Why do 
you see the speck that is in your 
brother's eye, but do not notice the 
log that is in your own eye"? This 
question of Jesus is one that fits 
almost every Christian. 

If we gaze into our hearts, we 
will see that there is at least one part 
of life, if not many, in which we are 
less than complete in our commit­
ment to Christ. At some point in 
our experience, what we think and 
do is not in keeping with our 
discipleship. 

The human side of the church 
confronts us almost everywhere we 
look. But there is just enough of 
John Noyes in most of us to cleverly 
conceal it. On ly if God shatters our 
illusions about what it means to be 

a genuine fellowship in Jesus Christ 
can we begin to experience the real 
promise of Christian fellowship. 
Only if we allow God to shatter the 
John Humphrey Noyes that is 
inside each of us can our fellowship 
begin to be what it ought to be. 

John Noyes was a Christian who 
wan ted to walk in the light. He 
wanted to rid his life and the life of 
his community of the darkness that 
had no place in the life of God. 
What he failed to realize was that 
what we see when we walk in the 
light of God is ourselves as we truly 
a re. We see our character in its un­
holiness, and we see ourselves in 
light of the judgment we deserve. 
We see ourselves in such a way that 
we have no choice but to be rigor­
ously honest with God. We have no 
choice but to acknowledge and con­
fess our sin and claim that forgive­
ness that comes through Christ. 

The harsh reality that we must 
learn again and again is that what 
we should be is never in fact what 
we are. Our purpose is not the same 
as our nature. Our nature says who 
and what we are: a group of people 
who gather for worship regularly 
for whatever reasons. Without ex­
ception, it will be a group of sinners 
gathered together, a group of ordi­
nary folk who have found some­
thing extraordinary in Jesus Christ. 
Our purpose is to bear witness to 
God's kingdom as His children, but 
it is a purpose which in this life 
never achieves complete fulfillment. 

The fellowship which God offers 
us comes to us as His gift. It is not 
something that comes from our 
own demands for discipline or 
righteousness. Nor is it the resul t of 
our own dreams and visions about 
w hat the church should be. The 
more thankfully that we receive this 
which has been given to us by God, 
the more surely and steadily our 
fellowship will grow from day to 
day and week to week as God 
pleases. 0 

Dr. B('//in111i11 C. Leslie is Assistn11t 
Professor of Syste111ntic Theolos .11 n11d 
C'1ristin11 Et/tics nt Nort/1 A111t'l'icn11 
Baptist Se111i11nr.11 , Sio11x Fnl/s, SO. 
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Oak Hills Church: You'll 

The drama team performs an opening 
skit to illustrate how fr iendship can be a 

burden. 

In his office, Pastor Kent Carlson 
discusses the next service with Sue 
Bridges, who is in charge of the 
drama ministry. 
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by Lou Ann Smith 

tt y ou' ll be surprised!" That 
phrase is splashed across 

postcards mailed out to 3,000 
homes in the Folsom, CA, area 
recently by Oak Hills Baptist 
Church for the purpose of promot­
ing a Saturday evening service. It's 
true. Most people are surprised. 

Pastor Kent Carlson calls their 
Saturday evening meeting at Oak 
Hills a "Seeker-Driven-Service." 
Walk in at 7 p.m., and you might be 
unprepared to see what looks like a 
movie set or a theater stage in place 
of the usual oak pulpit. That's 
because drama is often used to 
enhance the evening message. 

"This doesn' t feel like a worship 
service," some have commented 
afterwards. "That's because it isn' t" 
church lead ers respond. ' 

i,ryo~ld most Bible-believing 
Chnshans be surprised if a church 
service opened with a James Taylor 
so~?? In a recent series of messages 
on How to Get Rich!", Pastor Kent 
zeroed in on "How to have rich 
friendships." The most appropriate 
song unbelievers would relate to? 
"You've Got a Friend." 

Surprised ? You wou ldn' t be if 
you understood the motivation be­
hi~d th.is dynamic strategy God is 
using to attract hundreds of un­
churched community members 
d~awn to listen to a weekly present­
ation of the Gospel in a mod ern 
context. 

Conte~porary, thirty-something, 
and passionate about reaching 
scores of "non-churched Charlies 
sitting in their La-Z-Boys" in his 
local mission fi eld, Kent Carlson 
talked about the vision, the 
obstacles, and the goals of this 
seven-year-young church. 

The Vision: "Lost people matter 
to God; therefore they ought to 
matter to us." 

In October 1990, seven members 
of the leadership team from Oak 
Hills attended a conference on 
evangelism at WillowCreek Com-

munity Church in South Barring­
ton, IL. In their terms, they each felt 
that God "creamed" them with that 
message. So much so, that "Lost 
People Matter" has now become the 
foundational principle and motiva­
tional force behind their church. 

"We returned home from that 
conference with a d eep sense of the 
value God places on the lost," Pas­
tor Carlson sa id. "Luke 15 shows 
~he Pharisees nailing Jesus for hang­
ing around lowly sinners. He nailed 
them right back with three power­
fu l parables in rapid-fire succession: 
The Lost Sheep, The Lost Coin, and 
The Lost Son. In a ll three, we see 
clearly that something of tremen­
dous value was lost. The next thing 
to notice is that with the lost sheep 
and the lost coin, the owner went 
into a total search mode. He s top­
ped everything else until the lost 
was found. 
. "Based on that passage, essen­

tially what we've decided is that the 
lost matter to God. And, if they 
matter so much that He would send 
His Son to die for them, we have to 
ask ourselves a question: How is 
that same passion for lost people 
reflected in our church? In our 
sche?uling? Our budgeting? Our 
staffing? Do lost people really 
matter to us?" 

Oak Hills Baptist Church was 
formed in 1984, when five families 
from Sunrise Baptist Church in Fair 
Oaks, near Sacramento, wanted to 
~ave ~n N.A.B. Conference church 
in their own community. Unable to 
!ocate suitable property for a build ­
mg of their own,. the church group 
rented commercial buildings and 
eventually a school gymnasium for 
worship services. 
. After out-growing those facil i­

ties, the Oak Hills congregation 
currently shares space with the 
Fols?m Presbyterian Church. They 
contmue to pray and search for 
property in a grow ing area where 
the market is tight. 

Congregational worship is held 

Be Surprised! 

on Sunday afternoons at 3 p.m. and 
usually attracts about 200 people. 
When the Saturday evening seeker 
program began this pas t year with 
slogans like, "Church like you have 
never experienced it," and sermon 
topics like, "Money, Sex, Power," 
and "Raising GOOD Children in a 
BAD World," the auditorium swell­
ed on Saturday evenings with more 
than 300 people. Both services con­
tinue to grow as new believers are 
discipled and then folded into the 
worshipping body of the church. 

"I have personally led more peo­
ple to Christ in the past six months 
than I have in the past six years," 
Pastor Carlson said with excite­
ment. "Our church body has seen 
more individuals come to Christ in 
recent months than since the church 
sta rted ." 

Everything at Oak Hills sounds 
like a constant train of energy and 
movement for the glory of God's 
Kingdom. A Great Commission 
kind of church. But are there obsta­
cles? The pas tor says there are. 

The Obstacles 
"The grea test obstacle," Pastor 

Carlson ad mits, "is the tremendous 
pressure to go back- to knuckle 
under to Chris tians who want to be 
served instead of serving." 

There are people who don' t 
understand. People who a re un­
comfortable with change. People 
who say, "Well, we've never done 
it this way before." 

"We came THIS close to becom­
ing another traditio~al chur~h," 
Kent says with his fmgers pmched 
together in illustra tion. "And there's 
nothing wrong with that, except 
that there are plenty of churches 
around here to meet the needs of 
people who want a comfortable, 
trad itional bod y." 

Not judgmental, Pastor Carlson 
admits that many churches verba­
lize tha t lost people ma tter. But then 
they really d on' t show it in their 
actions. He believes Christians have 
a tendency to become insulated 

from the lost. If unbelievers do 
venture into church, they have to 
"jump over" obstacles they d on't 
relate to like unfamiliar music, 
language, culture, and relation­
ships. Because of that conviction, 
one of the premises at Oak Hills is 
that "God is our contemporary." 

Another obstacle to overcome 
is the temptation to be "program­
driven." One basic philosophy 
printed in Oak Hills literature is: 
"We are Value-Driven. Not 
Program-Driven." 

In other words, every program 
and event in the church should 
blossom out of the basic value that 
lost people matter. Because of that, 
Pastor Carlson says the specific 
goals for the future of Oak Hills 
Baptist Church are simple. 

The Goals 
"Our goal a t Oak Hills is to have 

50 percent conversion growth." 
According to Pastor Carlson, 

many local churches experience 
growth when Chris tians change 
churches or move into the area from 
another location. 

Because 60 to 70 percent of those 
attending Oak Hills' Saturday eve­
ning service come from the un­
churched community, the pastor, 
leaders, and ministering members 
believe they can realistically pray 
for future growth at Oak Hills to 
spring from 
1) bridge-building relationships 
with the unchurched; 
2) verbal witness; 
3) relevant seeker-service; 
4) con temporary worship 
experience; 
5) discipleship; 
6) ministry with excellence; and 
7) promise of financial integrity. 

If that happens, the recipients of 
future postcards will continue to be 
surprised-surprised by joy! 0 

Lo11 Ann Smith is a freelance writer 
mid a member of Oak Hills Baptist 
Ch 11rch, Folsom, CA. 

I minister of worship, 
Manuel L~z, ~ 1e f contemporary , often 
leads the si nging o 
original choruses. 

Carlson is casual and animated 
as he delivers the message at a 
"Seeker-Driven-Service." 

The church office, n small, 111od11/nr 
building, is located behind the cl111rcl1 
building at 452 Blue Ravine Rand . 
"Nothing fnnci; , but it meets the 11eed!" 
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City For Youth: 
New Life for Detroit 

CITY FOR YOUTH 

by David Wick 

W hen the Rev. Eddie Edwards, 
director of Joy of Jesus Minis­

tries on Detroit's east side, called 
me in January of 1990 and invited 
me to a two-day prayer retreat, the 
first thing I thought was, "Oh, not 
something else to do." My calendar 
was already full. But how could I 
turn down the invita tion to spend 
time praying with other pastors for 
a city with such desperate needs? 
So I. w~nt, little realizing to what 
that two days of prayer would lead. 

Detroit-
known for 

murdering its young 
and burning its homes­

could it become 
a good place to raise 

children? 
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Prayer first led to dialogue with 
the other five pastors present. 
Before long, the needs of youth sur­
faced as our primary prayer con­
cern. ~e knew that we were losing 
an entire generation of young peo­
p.le and that the key to w inning our 
oty back from. its slide into despair 
was to save this present generation. 
How would we begin? 
. A significant presence at that 

first meeting was Dr. Robert La r­
son, the president and general 
man~g.er of WTVS, Detroit's public 
television station. Dr. Larson is an 
ordained Presbyterian minis ter who 
vi~~s his secular occupation as his 
spmtual calling. 

As we groped with the massive 
problems facing our city, he kept 
searching for ways that the media 
and the church could coopera te to 
find an a nswer. Before our two days 
of prayer had end ed, Dr. Larson 
offere? a theme for renewing 
Detroit. He envisioned a City for 
Youth. 
~etroit, we agreed, was presently 

a o ty known for murdering its 
young and burning its homes By 
God's grace, could it become ~ city 
known as a good place to ra ise 
child ren? 

Th~ two days of prayer ended, 
but dia logue continued. At Dr. 
Lars?n's invitation, our group 
contm~ed to meet once or twice a 
month m the board room a t 
WTVS's offices in the New Center 
area of Detroit in the shadow of 
Ge~era l Motor's headquarters. 

Eventually a P.lan emerged: a 
month-long med ia campai~n 
focused on .the positive things that 
are happening m Detroit and that 
would invite le~~ers from every 
conceivable religious civic d b . , ,an 

usmess organization to participa te 

in dia logue and planning that 
would create a City for Youth . 

The huge task was divided up 
into many parts. One part involved 
a pulpit exchange between city 
and suburban, black and w hite 
churches, to build understand ing 
and break dow n the barriers of 
racism and fea r. I began serving as a 
member of the pulpit exchange 
committee and soon became its 
chair. I continued to work with the 
steering conunittee, recruiting 
religious and civic leaders and 
organizations. 

October of 1991 was named "City 
for Youth" month. The Detroit News 
and Free Press ran multi-page sup­
plements on the campaign. 

The three major network televi­
sion sta tions a nd the FOX network 
outlet joined w ith WTVS in making 
s~bstantia l a mounts of public ser­
v 1c~ advertising and program time 
availab~e . Four half-hou r long d ocu­
mentan es on the plight of and 
hopes for youth in Detroit were 
P.rod uced, one by each of the televi­
sion stations involved . O ne hun­
dred and twenty-two "View and 
Talk" sites were established, w here 
commun ity groups would v iew the 
doc~~enta ries a nd respond with 
positive, practical suggestions. 

Eacl: Thursday night in October, 
a 90-mmute panel discussion was 
broad cas t on WTVS, featuring, in 
turn, a discussion of the role of 
clergy, business and education 
!eaders, the media, a nd government 
m fa shioning a City for Youth. 

The month ended w ith a massive 
Tow n Ha ll type meeting w here all 
the suggestions were consid ered, 
and plans were laid for 1992. 

My Pulpit Exchange Committee 
worked hard. In the end, about 100 
congrega tions had agreed to parti-

I 

cipate in what must have been the 
single largest pulpit excha nge in the 
history of the city. 

As an evangelical, I rejoice that 
many staid "mainline" suburban 
congregations heard fiery, spirit­
fil led presentations of the Gospel 
... p ossibly for the first time in a 
long tim e! 

I exchanged pulp its w ith the 
Rev. Ellis Smith of Jubilee Christian 
Fellowship, an African-American, 
cha rismatic church. After Rev. 
Smith's powerful and uplifting ser­
mon at Grosse Pointe (he had my 
congregation shouting "Amen!"), I 
felt a little like "Rev. Dull" going to 
his church, but I am certain tha t 
God blessed both congregations 
through the exchange. We commit­
ted ou rselves to build an ongoing 
rela tionship in ministry. 

Tha t phone call from Edd ie 
Edwards led to countless hours of 
work, but I don't regret one minute 
of it. I feel enriched by the contacts I 
had w ith many significant leaders 
in metropolita n Detroi t. 

One of those contacts with David 
Cru mm, relig ion w riter fo r the De­
troit Free Press, led to his featuring 
the minis try of Grosse Pointe Bap­
tist (very favo rably) in a n:~spaper 
series on the im pact of rehg10n on 
the city. This heightened the visib~­
lity of our church in our commu mty . 

The campa ign helped our church 
and blessed ffle, persona lly. But did 
City for Youth accom~l ish its prim­
a ry objective? Is Detroit now a good 
place to raise child ren? A one­
n1onth campaign can' t turn around 
decades of d ecay and deeply in­
grained pathologies. City for Y~uth 
was not meant to be a cu re-all; it 
was mea nt to be a beginning. 

Speaking for those who took 
part, I believe that we made a good 
beginning. Now it is up to thos~ 
w ho took the fi rst steps a t workmg 
together towards solutions.t~ con­
tinue to be faithful. God wdl mg, 
Detro it w ill yet be a City for 
You th . 0 

The Rev. David Wick is pastor at 
Grosse Pointe Baptist Cliurcli, Grosse 
Poi11te Woods, Ml. 

Our Strategic fucus On The Biblical Imperatives 

Partners in 
Vision 2000 

By Ron Mayforth 

I t is challenging to see how the 
Biblical Imperative to Witness is 

being accentuated and implement­
ed in many Associations and 
churches. We pray for m uch lasting 
fruit from these combined efforts. 

We want your help to d evelop 
the next Imperative . .. Compelled 
to Serve. Many good things are 
already happening in and through 
our churches. We want to know 
about th ese a nd ma ke them know n 
to one a nother. 

1) What creative ways, does your 
church use to help Christians 
discover, develop, and deploy their 
spiritual g ifts? 

2) How do you involve persons in 
fulfilli ng service? 

3) What methods do you or your 
church use to keep persons serving 
with joy, energy, skill, and 
faithfulness? 

4) What is your world, your 
community, your church d oing to 
serve Christ- to meet needs in the 
community in the love, power, and 
name of Cluist? 

5) Tell us about servants w ho have 
made a special impact on you, your 
church, a nd / or your conununity. 

Tell us about their gifts, develop­
men t, joys, struggles, clues to 
effectiveness, modeling, and 
faithfulness. Send us a picture of 
them about the Master's business. 
We p la n to feature as many as 
possible in the Baptist Herald. 

6) How can we help p ersons hear 
the call of God to vocational 
Christian service-pastors, teachers, 
Christian education workers, youth 
workers, inusic ministers, mission­
aries, counselors, other specialists, 
and Conference workers? H ow can 
we cooperate w ith one another­
the seminaries, Conference, 
churches, pastors, and homes? 

7) What books, speakers, sem inars, 
systems, music, and drama should 
we pass on to one another? 

We look forward to the new 
cross-fertilization w hich will 
happen because of your creative, 
thoughtful sharing . O 

Send your contributions to 
Ron Mayforth, area 111i11istries director, 
or to Barbara Binder 
Baptist Herald edit~r, 
North American Baptist Conference, 
1 So. 210 S11111111 it Ave., 
Oakbrook Terrnce, IL 60181 -3994 . 
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Someone 11 Went 
by Dale "Bud" Fuchs "How can they call 

on the one of whom 
they have not 
believed in? 
And how can they 
believe in the one 
of whom they have 
not heard? 
And how can 
they hear without 
SOMEONE 
preaching to them?" 
(Romans 10:14 NIV) 

JO BAPTIST HERALD 

I n July of '91, eight "Someones" 
submi tted to the command: 

"GO!" They served in a summer 
cross-cultural ministry project in 
Eastern Europe. These eight young 
adult "Someones"-from N.A.B. 
Conference churches in British 
Columbia, California, Illinois, and 
North Dakota- committed them­
selves to a pilot project of the 
N.A.B. Conference Missions 
Department. "Project Poland" was a 
networking effort with Inter­
national Messengers, a n orga niza­
tion that focuses on sharing the 
Good News in evangelistic English 
language ca mps. 

Project highlights were 
• a one week orientation and 

intense trai ning at a church near 
Minneapolis, MN. Mos t o f the 
training focused on practical 
cross-cultural minis try, Bible 
study, and teaching English as a 
second language. The way the 
Lord molded these "Someones" 
together throug h prayer and 
fellowship was a miracle of His 
Spirit's design . "It's so evident 
how the Lord u nique ly brought 
us together," stated a tea m 
member. 

• th e camp n ear Krakow, Poland, 
w here 21 campers met together 
with the "Someones" for nine 
days. This life-style eva ngelism 

'ded 24 hours a h PrOVI t" g approac . laying, ea 111 , 
da of teachmg, p 

Y . ·u and sleepmg. . hips were bu1 
!" fc- tim e re lat10ns s" and the 

• • "Someone t"-
among the ult of this quan • 
campers as .a r~f time together. 
ty and qu~lity flood of corre~pon­
Resulting in a N th Amenca 

b tween or l t d ence e . . dicates t 1a 
I d tlusin " ·n a and Po a n ' h "Someones ' 

God did use t e "those w ho 
. f 1 way to meaning u " 

had not hear~. ct upon the 
• the spiritual impa eternal conse­

campers will have per made an 
q uences. On.e .camto receive Jesus 

d c1s1on "d obvious e 1 others sa1 
d severa H. A Christ, an follow im. 

th y would now .d "All the 
e p land sat ' l 

camper in o eived about 1ow 
. 1 I rec d informat101 ersonal Lor 

Jesus could be af ~ nd is so new 
nal n e II 

and a perso . t through it a .. 
that I must s1f d e the n1ost is 
What impacte m has for each 

our team " the love Y 1 campers. 
o ther and fo r t 1.~ were impacted 
tl1e "Someones 's 110 greater 

• 1 "There _ 
greatly, too. being in the pro 
joy I know tl:an eo le, no matter 
cess of reachm? P .. s~ ted a team 
w here, for Chr;st, tea m member 
member. Anot 1er 

Derek Zahnd (center) said, "I learned 
the terrific value of teamwork. We each 
needed the service and care of each other 
in order to make it." 

"My spiritual fire was intensified . . . 
I could see the work God is doing," 
reflects Esther Schmidtke(/.). 

. I ofa diffierent , , ift of salvation to peop e . . bl to s/Jare Gods love and ft ee g . I' ll treasure foreve1 . In tile "Bemg a e . d n expen ence . . ,. 
language and rnlture 111 Polan z~afi ~-me to do more with m1ss1011s, says 
ftiture , I pray the Lord or,ens/~1s lo taught English to Polish youth . Nicole Bibelheimer (far ng/Jt . ico e 

. . t .,,1 fi"re was inten­'d "My spin Un 
sa1 , ld the work ·red I cou see 
s1 I . . . . " "I developed a God is domg. 

derstandin g of how 
better un k "another 
much p rayer wor s . . . d d "I 

. I respon e , . d Still a not 1er I 
sa1 . l otivate my churc 1 l to he p m c I " 
1ope . 1·ons outreac 1. ard more nuss 
towc . to me that there s obvious 
It seem .. throughout "Someones 

a re ma ny ho are w illing to our Conference w c 

. ip three to four weeks for a give L . . · 
cross-cultural numstry m 

evangelism . . l t 
<"H ow can they hear wit 10~ .. 

, preaching to them. 'Someone · · t d 
·te1 .f you are mteres e Please w n .. 

in being a "Someone. 0 

I "B d " Fuchs is a11 Associate 
Da e u D t ·11t . . in the Missions epar nu , 
D1recto1 . B t'st Co11fcre11n>. Nort/1 A111enca11 ap i . . 
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Gratitude for God's 
f/111 Volunteers/New Day ... 
vv-\ Dreams for a New Day 

by Ron Mayforth 

N orth American Baptists a re 
grateful to God for 35 years of 

ministry by God's Volunteers/New 
Day. They were evangelistic, musi­
cal, dramatic, equipping, and 
romantic. 

Some historical highlights include 
1956 - God's Volunteers begins as 

an evangelistic team, providing 
an evangelist, music, and assist­
ance in evangelistic visitation. 

1962 - Two God' s Volunteers teams 
sent out. 

Mid 1970s - The format changes: 
one team focu ses on evangelistic 
/musical; a second team follows 
doing follow-up, discipleship, 
and evangelism training in the 
local church . 

Late 1970s/early 1980s - The music 
team makes records and tapes, 
and broad ens the ir minis try to 
include prisons, nursing homes, 
public schools, and colleges. The 
fo llow-up team becomes known 
as the Discipleship Tea m. 
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1978 - The name is changed from 
God's Volunteers to New Day. 

Mid 1980s - The Discipleship Team 
includes drama in programs. 

The team traveled by car, station 
wagon, van, and "people mover" 
(who can forget). Tra ining 
sessions were held at Christian 
Tra ining Institute, N.A.B. Col-
lege in Edmonton, AB; N.A.B. 
Seminary in Sioux Fa lls, SD; and 
Central Baptist Camp (Village 
Creek Bible Camp), Lansing, IA. 

The following d irectors led the 
teams: Da niel Fuchs, Walter a nd 
Phyll is Hoffman, Elmer Strauss, 
Edgar Klatt, Conn ie Salios, Ray 
Harsch, Robert and Marily n 
Walther, Daniel Heringer, 
Warren Hoffman, Loren Kopf, 
and John Kiemele. There were 
numerous assistant directors / 
road directors. 

We thank God for th is concen­
trated, creative investmen t of life. 

We thank God als o for th e fruits 
of the ir in ves tm ent ... 

• O f the approximately 400 young 
peop le involved, near ly one half 
have gone on to fu ll-time Ch ris­
tia n voca tions. 

• You th recruited and tra ined for 
C hristian Serv ice. Dedicated 
lead ers are spread th rougho u t 
our Conference. 

• Local churches eq uipped and in ­
spired in a variety of evangelistic 
/d isciplesh ip/worship methods. 

• Local churches encouraged and 
blessed by visitors from the 
N.A.B. Conference family. 

• Bonding of Christians from all 
over North America and a grow­
ing sense of the nature and v ita­
lity of our N .A.B. Conference 
fellowship. 

• Pe rsons won to Chris t or grew in 
Christ par tly because of the cam ­
paign focus. 

• Persons in local ch urches grew as 
they served the tea ms with the 
gifts of hospitality. 

• Team members often made life­
long friendsh ips. Some of those 
friendships became marriages. 

• Church plants were given a spe­
cial boost in accelerating their 
growth. 
God only knows the tota l fruit 

w hich w ill multiply from these 
ministries. 

We a re living in chang ing times. 
Over the past several years, 

changes have impacted New Day : 
• difficulty g etting a qualified 

group of youth to commi t to 
a lmost a year of service; 

• a rapid turnover of leadership; 
• fewer churches asking to have 

New Day for extended meetings 
(New Day had increas ingly 

shorter stays and shorter tours); 
• d ifficul ty in raising p ledged 

financial support. Appeals for 
C hristians' dollars come from so 
many d irections. 
Therefore, th is minis try was care­

fully and prayerfu lly reviewed in 
the light of these changes. Presently, 
Dale Fuchs, associate director of 
missions, and Dan Hamil, N .A.B. 
Conference you th coordinator, are 
working together to plan and pro­
mote new Youth Team Ministry 
opportun ities for N.A.B. Conference 
youth. Possibilities include teams to 
overseas mission fields, to new 
church plants, to in ter-cultura~ min­
istries, to camps, and to established 
ch u rches (church planting churches, 
you th, and vaca tion Bible schools). 

We welcome your ideas, support, 
and involvement. Under the guid­
ance o f the Holy Spirit, obedient, 
believing Christians can maximize 
the possib il ities of a New Day . We 
are confiden t that N.A.B. Confer­
ence youth leaders and youth w ill 
rise to the challenge. 0 

Dr. Ro11 Mnyfo rt/1 is Director of Aren 
Ministries n11d Acti11g Director of 
Church Growth. 
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Arnprior Church 
Celebrates 

Friendship Sunday 
by Gerald B. Kuehl 

A n eight-member team, consis­
ting of the pastor, administra­

tive assistant, three women from 
the W.M.F., a young mother, and a 
young couple were selected to serve 
on the committee for Friendship 
Sunday a t First Baptis t Church. 
These people represented and gave 
us a cross-section of involvement 
and necessary outreach in planning. 
We used "Celebra tion of Friend­
ship" materia l as a guide. 

Our actual p lanning began four 
months prior to the Celebration 
Sunday. Four live interv iews were 
conducted on the four Sunday 
mornings preceding the event. We 
asked questions of a cross-section of 
new attendees and members. Why 
did you chose First Baptist? What 
progra ms do you enjoy? Would you 
recommend others here today to 
invite their fr iend s to our church? 

Posters were placed around the 
town. A large two by ten foot 
Friend ship banner was installed 
outsid e the Church build ing. Media 
tips sheets were forwarded to TV, 
radio, and newspapers explai11ing 
our outreach. Inserts were placed in 
our bulle tins three months in 
ad vance of the event to explain the 
importance and significa nce of this 
outreach p rogram. It was especially 
lifted daily to God in p rayer. 

The elements of our Friendship 
Sunday were the same as any nor­
mal Sunday, o ther than we used "A 
Celebration of Friendship" bulletin 
cover. 

Our service included a welcome 
to our guests, special music, and the 
choir. A key message was presented 
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on the subject, "Forever Friends ." 
We also made available an insert 
explaining our ministries-adults, 
youth, and children-our goals as a 
church, weekly activities, our loca­
tion, wha t we believe, and how to 
become involved . 

The results were overwhelming. 
Our Church was full. Much en thu­
siasm was generated for this firs t 
Friendship Sunday. Several visitors 
came upon the invitation o f their 
friend s. The greatest harvest from 
this Celebration was the p romotio n 
of our second service w hich began 
on the following Sunday. An open 
invita tion was extend ed to our visi­
tors to attend our 9:00 a.m. Celebra­
tion service in w hich 75 people 
responded. 

From the greeters and the in­
~o lvement of our entire congrega­
tion came the overwhelming 
response, "This is grea t! We m ust 
do this again real soon ." 

Our follow-up plans include 
letters and visits to the g uests w ho 
attended to encourage and befriend 
these special people. Our fu tu re 
plans a lso include holding another 
"Celebr~ tion of Friend ship Sunday" 
next spnng. 

As a leader of th is o utreach pro­
g ra m, I certa inly encourage o ther 
chu rches to become involved in a 
Friendship Sunday. It motiva tes 
each one to obey the command of 
Jesus, "Co therefore and make 
disciples." 0 

Gerald B. Kuehl is Ad111i11istmtivc 
Assistant at First Baptist Church, 
Arn prior, ON. 

Catching a New 
Glimpse of Missions 

T he recent ruling of the courts in 
Gorman vs. Swaggert, where a 10 

million dollar lawsui t was awarded to 
Gorman, is just another episode in a 
terribly shamefu l drama. 11: a Gallup 
poll where various professions were 
rated in order of their respect by ~he 
America n public, the TV evangelists 
rated next to drug dealers. 

What does the recent scandalous 
behavior of men who ca ll themselves 
"preachers of the l?osp el" have to do 
with Kingdom building? Dr. .Denton 
Lotz of the Baptist World Alliance re­
cently asked the questio~, "Wha ~ ke~ps 
Baptists together and umted? It is mis­
sions and eva ngelism." I most whole-
heartedly agree. . 

If we concentra te on that which is to 
be the primary focus of the church, we 
will have so much to rejoice over be­
cause of souls that have come into the 
Kingdom that we will not be tempt~d 
to scrap over personal Kingdom build­
ing and financia l gain. 

Furthermore, we will have so much 
to pray for because of the in te~se ba.ttle 
with the enemy that our energies will 
be consumed in spiri tual warfare. 

Finally, we will have so many peo­
ple to follow-up on who hav.e come 
into the Kingdom that we will ha.vi; 
li ttle time for criticizing, demorahzmg, 
judging, and protecting our little 
kingdoms. 

Can we catch a new glimpse 0~ t~e 
mission of the church and the indi vi­
dual believer? Ronald Blocking of the 
London Missionary Society said, "The 
missionary (believer) is the man or 
woman who lives under the continual 
constraint of crossing the border 
between belief and unbelief in order to 
claim the realm of unbelief for Chris_t. 
He is a microcosm of the church which 
is apostolic, and being obedient to the 
call of Christ, he continua lly remmds 
the church of her essential nature and 
purpose. In Him the church reaches 
out beyond her borders to bring into 
God's Kingdom the whole world for 
which Christ d ied and which does not 
as yet acknowledge Him as King." 

It is my prayer that this ~i1ght be 
the motivating force and primary focus 
of every pastor, Conference leader, and 
believer in all of our churches. 

l-Ier111n11 L. Effn, missions director 
North A111ericnn Baptist Conference. 

O ur youth a re our ? reatest mis­
sion field, we believe; there­

fore, we encourage you to faithfu lly 
and act ively take up the challenge 
to work w ith them. They need to be 
supported , encouraged, and be­
friended by pastors, youth spon~ 
sors, parents, friends-all share m 
this responsibility . Although we do 
not have all of the answers, we can 
share some of the things that we 
have lea rned from ou r experiences 
over the years. 

Dedication and hard work. The 
mo tiva tion for youth work? LOVE! 
"For w here you r treasure is, there 
sha ll your hear t be a lso" (Matthew 
6:21). Your in volvement has to have 
a very h ig h priority in your l~fe. 
You mus t constantly detemune to 
estab lish spiritua l growth in your 
you th group and com mit yourself 
to a ttend essen tia lly every youth 
event in order to have a n effective 
rapport. O nly w ith an honest and 
open commitment on your part can 
you expect to teach this to youth. 

Encourage youth. Encoura~e 
youth to put fello':"'ship and B_1bl~ 
s tudy hig h o n theu weekly pnon-

ties even when jobs and studies 
conflict. Help them to reali~e that 
their walk with the Lord will s~ff:r 
if they try to walk ~ithout Chnst1an 
fellowship. Never give up encour­
aging a ny young pers~n. ~he i:ara­
ble of the n inety and mne msp1res 
us (Matthew 18:12-14). . 

We have sometimes worned that 
the youth woul? b~come angry 
with us for remmdmg them too 
often to attend the services or . 
activities and to be faithful in_ their 
Christian lives. But, if we do rt out 
of Jove and concern, they 
understand. 

Apathy, set backs, and ot~er . 
problems. Expect apathy periodi­
cally. Use set backs and problems to 
build for the future. Sparsely at­
tended events have sometimes been 
our best times. We became better 
acquainted with those w ho came. 
We encouraged them a nd d iscussed 
ways to in1prove the program. 

Problems? Never let the word 
"burnout" cross your Lips. "Burnout" 
implies being rend ered useless. If 
we are Spirit-controlled, we are 
never useless. We can become tired , 
but rest and prayer will refresh us, 

as it did Jesus. 

Age differences are not impor­
tant. Both of us are about 50 years 
old, but we still feel that we can 
work with youth. As one gets older, 
one has different social values. If 
genuine interest and love are 
shown, age is not important. Our 
son and one of our daughters a re 
part of the College and .c areer 
group we now work with. Our ~o­
sponsors, Barry and Sheila Davis, 
were once in a you th group that we 
sponsored . Unfortunately, our . . 
churches lack mature adults willmg 
to help in youth ministries. 

If you love youth ~nd have the . 
gift of patience, consider workmg m 
this a rea, regardless of age. We en­
courage youth pastors and other 
leaders in our churches to spend 
more time looking for mature 
sponsors. 

Meet regularly through ou t th e 
whole year. Plan youth activities to 
occur regularly so that good rela­
tionships and routine can bee.stab­
lished . In particular, summer is a 
great opportunity. Day_s are lo~ger, 
and youth have more time avail­
able. Youth search the most fo~· 

social interact10n 
during the summer. 
(To be co11ti11ued i11 
next issue.) 0 

Gene and Ire11e 
Huber have beeu 
spo11sors of j 11 n ior 
high, se11ior high, 
college a11d career, 
you11g adult, a11d 
111ixed 11011t/1 group:; 
for 111a;1y of their 25 
11enrs of 111arriage. 
T/1ev serve at Grace 
Bap.tist C/111rcl1 i11 
Calgary, AB. 
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Does it scare you to think of 
an empty pulpit or a closed 
church? Your church, my 
church, and in fact, our whole 
N.A.B. Conference is at risk. 

U'trends continue, many North American 
Baptist churches will be without a pastor in 
the coming decade. More than 350 new 
pastors, church planters, and missionaries 
will be needed in the next twenty years to fill 
the needs of our N.A.B. Conference. 

On whose shoulders will rest the future of 
our churches and our conference? With 
your help, that burden will be borne by men 
and women of unshakable faith . 

We need to commit today for building 
leaders for tomorrow. That is why we must 
undergird the North American Baptist 
institutions of theological training with the 
support needed to continue their legacy of 
leadership development. 

"How can they hear without a preacher?" 

"Foundations for the Future" is a capital 
funds Campaign to be conducted throughout 
1991 and 1992 to benefit the N.A .B. 
institutions of graduate tra ining. T he 
Campaign will provide for the expansion of 
facilities and programs at both North 
American Baptist Seminary and Edmonton 
Baptist Seminary in order to expand and 
enhance the quality of leadership tra ining 
necessary to meet the needs of our N.A.B. 
Conference. 

Achieving the financial objectives of this 
Campaign will result in increased ability of 
both schools to recruit, house, and train 
dynam ic persons for minis try and 
leadership positions throughout the United 
States, Canada, and in countries around 
the world. 

Your participation in the Campaign will 
not merely provide much needed expansions 
to the campuses ... but, like an a rchitect, you 
will help lay the foundation for the birthplace 
of great leaders dedicated to achieving God's 
purposes in the world. 

Romans J 0: l 4b 

For information on 
how you can take part 

in laying the foundation 
for dynamic leadership 

in our N .A.B. Conference, 
contact: 

Norlh American Baplisl Seminary 
132 1 Wesl 22nd Slrcct 
Sioux Fa lls, SD 57 105 
1-800-843- 1300, ext. 80 I (U.S. ca lls) 
(605) 336-6588 

Edmonlon Baptisl Seminary 
11 525-23 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T6J 4T3 
(403) 437- 1960 

FOUNDATIONS 
FOR THE FUTURE 
TR\L\JL~G LEAOERS ... TRJ\i\SFORML\'G um.'i 



Why Witness? 
Pumpkins-Witnessing Tools 
evangelism," says Clausen. "People 
~ave me seeds, seedlings, a lo t of 
ideas, and even fer tilizer. A local 
fa rmer let me have all the manure I 
wanted for free. 
. "It must have been an unusua l 

sight to_ see me-a w hite foreigner 
- pushmg a w heelbarrow full of 
m~nure down the ma in street of our 
neighbourhood ," thinks C lausen " I 

~~!l;fl~~~~' got a lo t of s ta res, bu t it p roduced 
:! results. I never ate so ma ny toma-

~~~s f ~d green beans in my life as I 

The Ja p a nese had never seen an y­
thing like it. We found recipes in a 
bo~k I had received in Germany­
r~c1pes for pumpkin p ickles, p ump­
km cake, pumpkin bread , and 
p umpkin o ra nge ma rma la d e. I 
tra ns la ted som e recipes into Japa n­
e:e." The Cla usens div ided up the 
b ~ggest p umpkin a nd gave away 
pieces w ith the recipes to church 
people, ne ig hbours, a nd fri ends­
a nd to N.A.B. missiona r ies in Tsu to 
d i ~.ide up for pumpkin pie . Reimer Clausen 

# .. \ When th K 
~~_;....! in Ja e a meoka Chu rch 

• for /a~ p urchased its la nd 
church b'uil ~ss1on hom e and 
zon ed a . dmg, ha lf of it was 

Pro n-. · c gn cultural land . "We had to 
... 1se to fa .t .. 

Reimer CJ rm 1
,: says Miss ionary 

covered ausen: As a result, I dis-
somethmg new-garden 

Onie nnd 
Mnrcel/n 
H1tfnngel 

I__ . .,_ "Hi, we a re C hristian Bap ­
~ ~ bsts, and we wou ld like to 

C h . ta lk with you about Jesus 
n st "b 

d ' ega n the lead er of the 
oor-to d ni h - oar team one Monday 
g t The response: "Su re! Come 

on nght . 
Wo Id m, I'd love to talk with you . 
74 u Y0 u like coffee"? Marcel 

-yea ' 
rs-old, was prepa red by the 
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. t 11s summer. We gave awa 
ptles of vegetables and receiveJ a lo t 
~~~~-t.~rn by trading vegetables for 

f Th~ biggest story, thoug h, comes 
/ om t 1e Clausens' pumpki11s "I 
I ou1}d some pumpkin seed s i~ the 
foca ga rdenmg store-imported 
rom the USA- the s uper bi . 

ety. The biggest pump k" g va n -
80 d · m grew to 

poun s, w ith severa l around 50 
pou nds, and a few more small ones. 

Thro ug h th is a ll, I discovered 
tha t if you give a p erso n a re ligio us 
tract,_ they s tiffen up a nd po litely 
take it saying they may read it. I 
~ave m~ d o ubts as they shove it 
~.nto their p ocket," says Cla usen, 
but you give them a piece of 

pumpkin pie, a nd they com e back 
for seconds!" O 

Rev. Reimer Cln11se11 is n11 N.A :B. 
Co11fere11ce /// issionn ry servi 11g i11 f npn 11 . 

M!ssionaries 
Witness in Quebec 
Lord and ready to ta lk 

The other two tea · k 
doors w ithout respo:~ nocked o n 
Dale Hufnagel, exce t , reports 
w ho id entified the p lfor two or so 
B . mse ves as 

a ptr_st ~hristians as well. 

roo~,1~~~::~di~~~;1t1:es to Came-
are in French la ng uage st~~fn_agel, 
Quebec,. lea rning to ministe[, :~ 
~a;gelrz~, a~d discip le in French 

u nagel is discipling a n Af . . 
coup le in French . n can 

On a recen t Satu rd ay D 1 H f I c, ae 
u nage shared the Gospel d 

lead Marie-Rose to the Lo rd a 1l1l . 
Fren h "Tl L , a in ~ . 1e ord p repared her 
well, says H ufnagel. 

The o ther team me t w ith M 
bu t he made no decis· a rcel, ion . 

T~e province o f Quebec is ap­
prox imately 0.5 pe rcent evangelical 
in ~opulation. Un til recently, the 
society has been d o mina ted by the 
Ror:'~ n Ca tholic church, including 
p olitically. As a result w ithin the 
1 ' ast 20 or so years, the socie ty has 
rebelled agains t a nything that 
~macks of relig ion," says Hufnagel. 
. Through the history o f this prov­
mce, there have been p e riod s of rea l 
openness to the Gosp e l. These times 
h~ve often included inte nse reli­
g io us persecutio n of a ny grou p 
~ther tha n Roma n Ca tho lic. Now 
here seems to be e ither extreme 

dis in terest or eager recep tiv ity ." 0 

The l-lufnngels nre scheduled to leave 
for Douala, Cn111eroo11 , 011 fa11 . 6, 1992 . 

Leland and fe11 11ell Bertsch 

Man Meets 
Christ after 
41 Years 
1 · ,, "It took m e 41 years to 
~v find the truth," conm1ent-
~ . ed Ju n soon afterhea0 

cepted the Lo rd. Thoug h he had 
attended o ne of the finest Catholic 
schoo ls in the Bicol Regio n of the 
Philippines and had a ttended a 
P ro testa nt church w ith his w ife on 
occasio n, n o one had ever 
explained the gospel to him. 

"His w ife, a C hris tian for ma ny 
yea rs, began a ttending our church 
las t Janua ry," says Missiona ry Le­
land Be rtsch . "What a thrill to see 
Jun b eing drawn to Christ as my 
w ife, Jennell, a nd I bega n a seven 
week Bible s tudy course in ou r 
home. W he n in Lesson 5, opportu­
n ity was firs t g iven to m ake a per­
sona l d ecis io n, Jun a lmost leaped 
into the Kingd o m! Since his rebirth 
in July, he has become a n eager 
s tudent of the Word of God and is 
a lready sha ring his fa ith . His w ife 
testifies to the ma ny cha nges in his 
li fe. He is a r rang ing his bus iness so 
he can close it a ll d ay Sunday, g iv­
ing tim e to church in the morning 
and his family in the a fte rnoon. 
That w ill be a big commitment for 
him as Sunday is one of his better 
selling d ays. T his testimony is 
evide n ce o f God answering your 
prayers for a return to growth in 
our chu rch in Legazpi." 

In add it ion to Jun, a fa mily of 
three has a lso become C hristia ns. 
O thers a rc a t inquiry s tage in sma ll 
group Bible s tud ies. Four new 
p eople were welco med into the 
church in Octobe r. 0 

The Bertsc/1es serve i11 evn11gelis111 , 
c'111rc/i pln11ti11g, n11d Bi/1/e sc/100/ 
111i11 istries i11 Legnzpi City i11 t/1e Bicol 
Regio11 of the P/1ilippi11es. 

Christmas in Cameroon ., 
. '.::\ Usually the Chris tmas 

1.::../ music in the ma rket begins 
~ a round the firs t of Decem­

ber. Most of the shopping consis ts 
of new outfi ts for the child ren­
maybe a new pa ir of shoes. It is not 
common to give lots of toys. Most 
childre n receive ba lloons or get to 
use spa rklers fo r part of the celebra­
tion. On C hristmas Eve, we have a 
church service. In our church, most­
ly children a ttend both the C hrist­
mas Eve a nd the Chris tmas Day 
Services. 

The women and young people 
will usua lly d ecora te the church 
making it look festive w ith palm 
branches, and va rious d ecorations 
mad e from toilet tissue, such as 
roses in various colors, as w ell as 
purchased me ta llic s treamers and 
sometimes a string or two of electric 
lights. It looks like a birthday 
celebra tion. Last Chris tmas, there 
was a C hristmas tree. 

For the service, anyone who has 
a recita tion or would like to s ing is 
given time. The children in Ne•.,v 
Life C lubs o ften recite verses. O ur 

The Carbal fa111i ly 

da ughter Apr il joined a ma n and 
sang "Silent N ight" w hile he played 
g uitar on C hristmas Eve. 

On C hristmas Day, a traditiona l 
meal is chicken. Ma ny people w ill 
visit a ll over town during the day . 
Most w ill have chin-chin and pop­
corn ready to serve gu ests; m ostly 
the guests are ch ildren . (C/1i11-chi11 is 
a ki11d of fried cookie flavored with 
om11ge peel a11d 11 11 t111eg) . 0 

Missionaries f i111 a11d Marin Garlmt 
serve in t/1e Central Trens11r11 at 
K11111bn, Ca111eroo11 . · 

"Cam ps a re a lways a lo t of fun, especia lly in Ja pa n, w hen 
you can get away from the crowded cities a nd hectic pace 
of life, go swimming in the cool waters of La ke Biwa, and 

fellowship together," says Missionary Re imer Clausen. "Our small 
chu rch put on a fa mily ca m p. O nly a little more tha n a dozen people 
a ttended , but a mong them were several non-Christia ns and the ir 
children. Everyone pa rticipa ted in fixing the meals, cleaning u p , 
lead ing s inging, and ca rrying out the prog ram. One of the no n­
Chr is tian men decla red that next vear he a nd his fami ly definitelv 
p la nned to a ttend aga in." (.J • · • 
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Should We Make Church Membership Easier? 
by Lyle E. Schaller 

ff A s I look back on it 
now, I wish I had 

joined sooner," reflected a 
35-year-old woman w ho 
had recently become a 
member in a large urban 
church. 

WHERE THE REQUIREMENTS 
.;ARE HIGH, Tttf LMNG JS EASY/ 

• 

weeks during the Sunday 
school hour. The first 
couple of times I heard 
that announcement, I 
thought that next time the 
class wou ld be scheduled 
for a different hour. That 
never happened. 

"Why didn't you?" 
came the inquiry. 

"The procedure here 
calls for all visitors who 
want to join to come 
down front after the 
benediction and gather 
underneath a banner jus t 
to the left of the front 
pews," explained the new 
member. "I almost did 
that a couple of times 
but I never was able t~ 
mu?ter up the courage to 
do it. I had no idea what 
would happen if you 
went up there, so I never 
~sked to join. One morn­
ing after church I hap­
pened to be talking to a 
woman who, it turned 
out, chaired the member­
ship committee here. 
When I got home, I 
telephoned her, and she 
sent me the schedule for the next 
membership class. A couple of days 
later, I received a letter inviting me 
to come to the first meeting of that 
new class of inquirers." 

"Yo11' re asking me what changes I 
would suggest here?" responded n 
~;cent new member of another ch urch. 
. That's easy! I would 111nke it easier to 

10111. My wife and I began coming here 
the first Sunday after we moved here 
fro 111 Arkansas. After n few weeks, we 
decided this should be our new church 
home, so we filled 011 t 011e of the 
v1s1tors' cards from the pew rack and 
c~1ecked the box indicating we would 
liken en/I from the pastor, but nothing 
happened. So two weeks Inter, we filled 
out mw_ther cnrd and checked the box 
111dicnt111g we were interested in joining 
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this cl111rcl1. Nothing hnppe11ed. So 
about three or four weeks Inter, we 
en/led the church office and were told n 
n.ew class was bei11g formed for prospec­
llVe 11ew members n11d would meet nl 7 
p.111. 011 Thursday eve11i11g. We came 
only lo discover that class had held its 
first meeting.the previous Tuesday 
eve11111g. l /111nk 1t should be easier to 
join this church! That 's my 11u111ber­
one suggestion ns n new member." 

"Why am I not a member here? 
Tha t' s a good question!" declared 
th~ 47-year-old woman who rarely 
n~1ssed Sunday morning worship a t 
First Church. "Every two or three 
months, we hear the annou ncement 
that a new class for prospective new 
~embers will be formed the follow­
ing Sunday and will meet fo r ten 

"Fina lly, I expla ined to 
the pastor that I work 
from midnight to 10 a.m. 
every Sunday morning, 
and I barely get home 
from work in time to get 
here for 11 a.m. worship. 
There is no way in the 
world I can be here at 9:30 
for 10 consecutive 
Sundays without losing 
my job. When I explained 
this to the pastor, he sa id 
they had tried other 
times, but the one that 
was convenient for most 
people was during the 
Sunday school hour. 
Since I can't make tha t, I 
guess I can' t become a 
member." 

For more than three 
decades, we have been 
asking two to four thou­

sand people every year, "Why did 
you choose to join this 
congregation?" When this ques tion 
is add ressed to recent new 
members, they often add 
comments, such as those 
reproduced here, to illustrate their 
compla int about how ha rd it was to 
join that church. 

Standards versus 
Convenience 

A radica lly d ifferent perspective 
often is voiced by the volunteer 
lea?er of many years who ex­
claimed , "One of our problems is 
th~t :-ve make it too easy for people 
to 10111. All you have to do is attend 
a coup le of sessions of the pastor's 
class for new members, show up on 
the Sunday when we receive new 

members, walk down the aisle, 
stand in front of the pulpit, and 
agree to a couple of sentences read 
by the minister. That's too easy! 

One result is that we have more 
members dropping into inactivity 
every year than we receive as new 
members. That'~ why our total 
membership has been dropping 
year after year. We should make it 
clear that everyone is welcome to 
come and worship God with us, but 
we also should point out that if you 
want to become a m ember, you' re 
expected to do more than simply 
s how up on Sunday morning." 

A comparison of these two sets 
of comments raises a pair of impor­
tant policy questions. The first is the 
distinction between convenience 
and standards. Do you make it easy 
(convenient) for people to unite 
w ith your congregation? Some 
churches, for example, offer two or 
three worship services every week­
end, but receive new members only 
at one service. 

The other half of that question 
reflects the issue of standards or 
requirements for membership. That 
is a d ifferent issue. Does your 
church have high standards f~r 
membership? Or are the require­
ments rather modest? 

One church, for example, re­
ceives new members only on two 
Sundays a yea r, but all that is re­
~uired of prospective new members 
is that they come forward and re­
spond affirmatively to four ques­
~ions asked by the minister. Entry 
into membership may not. b~ con­
venient for everyone, but 1t 1s easy . 

Another congregation .in the 
same denomination reqwres attend­
ance a t a minimum of 42 out of 48 
sessions of a weekly new member 
class. A new class organizes every 
two months. One meets during the 
Sunday school hour. The next on7 
meets on Tuesday eveni ngs. A tlurd 
meets only on Saturdays. A fourth 
meets ea rly on Sunday afternoo.n. A 
fifth meets on Wednesday evemng, 
and a sixth m eets ea rly on Sunday 

morning. The standards are high, 
but an effort is made to make it con­
venient for every prospective new 
member . 

Another church requires a 
prospective member to be 1) a regu­
lar attender at Sunday morning or 
Sunday evening worship, 2) an ac­
tive member of an adult Bible study 
group, 3) a tither, and 4) a volunteer 
in some form of outreach ministry 
before applying for membership. If 
that application is approved, that 
person can be received into full 
members hip a t the worship service 
of that person's choice. The 
standards are high, but it is easy to 
join if one meets those standards. 

High Commitment or 
Low Commitment? 

The second p olicy question 
raised here overlaps the firs t. This is 
the difference between the high­
commitment churches and the 
low-commitment congregations. 
Some churches project high expec­
ta tions of every member on the 
assumption that this is a high-com­
nutment church, while others pro­
ject modest exp~ctation~. . . 

The simplest illustration of this 1s 
some congregations meet in a build­
ing that w as designed on the as­
sumption the day would never 
come when every member wou ld 
be present at the same hour for the 
corporate worship of God. The 
educational faci lities were d esigned 
on the assumption tha t at least 
two-thirds of the members would 
not participate in Sunday school. 

As a general rule, the high-com­
mitment churches display at least 
four of these six characteristics: 
1) the Sunday morning ratio of 
worship-attendance-to-members hip 
exceed s 65 percent, 2) the average 
attendance in Sunday school is at 
least 80 percent of the average 
wors hip attendance, 3) it is rela­
tively easy to enlist volunteers for 
the necessary responsibilities, 
4) most of the members attend two 

different worship services every 
week, 5) a t least one-third of the 
members are tithers, and 6) at least 
30 percent of total member contri­
butions are allocated to benevo­
lences and missions. 

By contrast in low-commitment 
churches, the worship-attendance 
to membership ratio usually is 
below SO percent. There is a 
perpetual shortage of volunteers. 
The level of financial support for 
missions often ranks far lower on 
the operational list of priorities than 
does care of the sacred meeting 
place. Few adults participate in the 
teaching ministry. The pastor is not 
a tither. Most of the total program 
for the week is scheduled for Sun­
day morning (with the exceptions 
being committee meetings, choir 
rehearsals, and meetings of groups 
in the women's organization). 
Everyone accepts this as a normal 
pattern that cannot be changed. 

Perhaps the biggest difference is 
that today the high-commitment 
churches are attracting large num­
bers of people born in the 1956-1968 
era, while the low-commitment 
churches draw largely from the 
generations born before 1950. 

As you examine how difficult or 
how easy it is for someone to join 
your congregation, you may want 
to ask these four questions. 

1) Do we make it convenient or 
inconvenient for prospective 
members to join? 

2) Do we have high standard s or 
low standards for becoming a 
member here? 

3) Do we want to move in the 
direction of making this a 
high-commitment church, or in the 
direction of making this a 
low-commitment church? 

4) Are the answers to these firs t 
three questions consistent w ith one 
another? 0 

Copyright @ 1991 by Lylr £.Sc/inf/er, 
530 North Brni11nrd Strrl'f, Nnpen•ifft'. 
IL 60563-3199. 
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Our Unchanging God 
President's Focus 

by Manetta Hohn 
WMF president 
Kelowna, BC 

Someone once said, "Change is 
t~e path':ay to God." Change 

benefits our lives and ministry. If 
we don' t change, we keep the status 
quo or even go backwards. 

Confronted with the multitude of 
changes taking place in our society 
~e can become overwhelmed try- ' 
mg to address the needs they repre­
sent. At the same time, we need to 
take an objective look at our per­
sonal spiritual health as well as that 
of our ministries and ask "A . . , re we 
m~ss1on-minded or maintenance­
mmded"? 

As ~e attempt to do this, we can 
be confident that the Lord ·u . . w1 give 
wi~~o~_and guidance as the Holy 
Spmt m1tiates the changes that are 
needed. Peter, in Acts 11, knew that 
the Holy Spirit could work in the 
~earts of people to make them will-
1~g to get rid of barriers and preju­
d~ces for the sake of advancing the 
kmgdom of God. 

It is. reassuring that this same un­
changing God gives us the solid 
fou ndation that we need to step out 
m faith to assess our needs and 
m~ke the necessary changes that 
will enable us to have effective . . . mm-
1stnes. Hebrews 1 :12 says, "They 
shall be changed; but Thou art the 
same, and Thy years shall not fail." 

Though we constantly live with 
change, we can res t our faith in God 
w~10 does not change, neither do 
His promises. How wonderful to 
know He cannot fa il, for He is Cod. 
Let us celebrate His presence with 
us. Emmanuel' O 
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! thank my Lord for His 
guidance and faithfulness 

to me during this three-year 
term as your W.M.F. president. 
It has been a time of learning 
and blessing as we shared 
together-one-on-one, in 
groups, and through the 
printed page. Thank you for 
your love, encouragement, and 
prayer support. 

Luis Palau gave us a 
challenge at the 1988 Triennial 
Conference to "dream great 
dreams, p lan great plans, and 
pray great prayers." 

I believe that God has great 
things in store for the women of 
the North American Baptist Con­
ference--if we are open to His vi­
sion for us both through the 
local church and as an interna­
tional organization of the 
Women's Missionary Fellow­
ship- if we spend much time in 
prayer, seeking God's direction 
and if we are obedient to Him. ' 

The 1990s are bringing many 
new opportunities for the cause 
of Christ. I will continue to pray 
t~at we, as North American Bap­
tist Conference women, will take 
up this challenge and "Reach 
New Heights" together! 

- Manetta Hohn 

Angels in 
Wheelchairs 
by Dorothy Ballard 

Cllrist111ns is 011e of tile most open 
and nnturnl times for us to given 

witness of who our Savior, Jesus Clirist, 
is. This is n story of how we cnn share 
the 111essnge of Christ111ns. You will 
wn11t to tell it to your children, 
grn11dcl1ildre11, n11d 11eighborhood 
c/iildre11, ns well ns to children i11 n 
variety of tenc/1ing settings. 

You had to be nine-years-old to 
join the Caroleers. This group of 
boys and girls was known all over 
the city for singing carols at the hos­
pitals on Christmas Eve. Noreen's 
birthday came just in time for her to 
begin practicing with the club in 
November. 

Mother was making her a blue 
robe with a white collar, like those 
the other Caroleers wore. There 
wou ld be a special bus to take them 
downtown to the hospitals and re­
freshments afterward at the home 
of Mrs. Vanning, the leader. Noreen 
was counting the days 'till Christ­
mas Eve. 

Then she did a silly thing. With­
out waiting for her sister to help 
her, she climbed a ladder to hang a 
wreath over the fireplace at home. 
The ladder tipped over-and here 
was Noreen in Memorial Hospital 

with her leg broken in two places. 
"Will you get home for Christ­

mas?" asked Miriam, the girl in the 
bed next to hers. 

"My doctor said so," Noreen re­
plied, "but I can't sing with the Car­
oleers, and I wanted to so much." 

"Noreen, you must know a lot of 
carols," said Manuela from her bed. 
"Can you teach us some?" 

"Don't want to sing," said Angie. 
"Me neither," chimed in Joe. 

Wing Lee and Sammy didn't say 
anything. 

Noreen loved to sing, and even if 
only two or three joined with her, it 
would h elp them all pass this dark 
December day. She began with 
"Away in a Manger," one that some 
of them already knew. Soon Manu­
ela was singing with her and, final­
ly, even Angie and Joe and Sam and 
Wing Lee. Noreen taught them "O 
Little Town of Bethlehem" and "Go 
Tell It on the Mountain." 

In the next two days, the children 
learned five more carols. Their day 
nurse, Miss Clark, invited the head 
of the hospital to come to listen to 
them. 

Mrs. Winkel, a patient on the top 
floor, heard about Noreen's choir. 
She asked Miss Clark if she could 
come down in a wheelchair to hear 
the children sing, then sent a 1:ote " 
asking them to learn "Silent Night. 
She wrote that she used to s ing it in 
Germany w hen she was a little girl. 
The children already knew "Silent 
Night," but Noreen said, "We can 
sing it a special way that will sur­
prise Mrs. Winkel." 

Two days before Christmas, it 
began to snow. By noon on Decem­
ber 24, the streets were buried d eep. 
Ca rs and buses were stalling in 
drifts. The road ways iced over, and 
people were warned to stay home. 

Dr. McGowan appeared in the 
children's ward. "We've checked 
with all your families," he said 
calmly. "They can' t get here to take 
you home tonight, or even to visit 
you. But by tomorrow, the snow­
plows should have the streets clear. 
There's a good chance you can be 
home in time for Christmas dinner." 

"But what about the Caroleers?" 
asked Miss Clark. "Patients all over 
the hospital are feeling lonely with 
no one to visit them on Christmas 
Eve. The carols would cheer every­
body up." 

"Yes, I know," said Dr. McGow­
an, "but I just talked to Mrs. Vann­
ing on the phone. It is too danger­
ous to make the trip downtown. So, 
there is nobody to sing for our 
patients." 

"Oh, yes, there is, Dr. McGowan. 
There's us," said Noreen. The doc­
tor looked at her in surprise. Turn­
ing to Miss Clark, "If I can get per­
mission to take the children around 
the hospital, can you rustle up 
enough orderlies and aides to push 
the wheelchairs?" 

Supper was over early . Fresh hos­
pital gowns were put on each boy 
and girl. Faces were scrubbed and 
hair combed until, as Miss Clark 
sa id, the children looked like Chris t­
mas angels. Then into the wheel-

chairs. "Don't forget, hot cocoa and 
cookies when you get back," whis­
pered Miss Clark. 

Noreen's heart was thumping 
wildly. So much depended on her. 
She raised her hand and gave the 
signal to begin. 

"Joy to the world! The Lord is 
come ... ". Bravely and clearly the 
good news resounded along the 
hallways through the open doors 
into the sickrooms where men and 
women lay waiting to hear the 
Christmas music. 

Another year, Noreen would 
carol with the club. The music 
might sound better, but not even 
the Caroleers could sing with more 
spirit than the "Angels in Wheel­
chairs." 

On the top floor, the children 
stopped in Mrs. Winkel's doorway 
to sing "Silent Night." Then came 
the surprise. They sang it in 
German: "Stille Nacht, Heilige 
Nacht ... " Mrs. Winkel sang softly 
with them. When it was over, she 
said, "Ach, just like when I was a 
little girl. You make this a happy 
Christmas." 0 

(Reprinted from Contact.) 

Tools for Ministry 
at Christmas 

Family Devotions for the Advent 
Season by James L. Evans, Tyn­
dale House Publishers, 1991. 

A Mother's Mn1111nl for Holiday 
S11rvivnl by Kathy Peel and Judie 
Byrd, Focus on the Fam.i.Iy / 
Word, 1991. 

The Big Book of Gift !dens by 
Alice Chopin, Tyndale House 
Publishers, 1991. 

Before nnd After Christmas by 
Debbie Trafton O'Neal, Augs­
burg Publishers, 1991. 
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Our Strategic Focus On The Biblical Imperatives 

COMMISSIONED TO WITNESS 

Praise God for people receiving Christ 
as Savior and for His growing church 
• TEMECULA, CA. Pastor Mike McNeff reports four 
people hav~ accepted Jesus Christ as th~ir. Savior and has 
baptized eight people at Valley Christian Fellowship 
Church. 

• WETASKIWIN, AB. At a recent communion service 
Pastor Richard Emilson baptized four people and we!~ 
corned tl~em and two oth~rs, who came by membership 
transfer, into the fellowship of Calvary Baptist Church.­
Minnie Knuenz 
• KILLALOE, ON. The Rev. James .zurbriggen baptized 
a yc:iung mother upon her. confession of faith in Jesus 
Chnst and welcomed her into the membership of Cal­
vary Baptist Church. He also dedicated a young child to 
the Lord.-Katlryrn Kuehl 

• MINNEAPOLIS, MN. Three adults were welcomed 
into the, membership of Faith Baptist Church: the Rev. 
and Mrs. Ray Harsch, Billy Graham Ministries, and Joyce 
Woyke, stud ent at Northwestern College and daughter 
of Missionaries Douglas and Sharon Woyke. Joyce trans­
ferred her membersfop from a Japanese Baptist Confer­
ence church. The Rev. Harvey Mehlhaff is the pastor.­
Mrs. Jack Kruegel 

• MCCLUSKY, ND. The Rev. Les Buenning officiated at 
the dedication service of an infant at McClusky Baptist 
Church. -Marion Kirschman 

Killaloe churches hold joint service 
• KILLALOE, ON. The congregations of First and Cal­
vary Baptist Churches joined to hear the Rev. Larry Burd 
in a series of meetings. "Burd challenged us to be 
witnesses for Christ and to be more deaicated to the 
cause of missions," says Ka thyrn Kuehl. The Rev. James 
Zurbriggen is pastor of both churches. 

Pacific Northwest Association 
holds annual meeting 
• POST FALLS, ID. The Pacific Northwest Association 
met at Ross Point Baptist Camp for their annual meeting. 
Terrace Heights Baptist Church, Spokane, WA, with Pas­
tor George Pontius, hosted the meetings. 

Moderator David Gibson opened the meetings with 
the theme, "Commissioned to Witness." Among the guest 
speakers were the Rev. James Fann, associate director, 
Development Department; Dr. Ron Mayforth, area min-
1stnes director; Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Jones, missionaries 
on home assignment from Cameroon; and Area Minister 
Rev. Leroy Schauer. 
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Resolutions adopted were to continue support of 
N.A.B. Conference seminaries, renew commitment to 
church planting in the Pacific Northwest area, pray and 
work for revitalizing established churches, and renew 
the commission to w itness at home and overseas.-Earl 
Shadle 

Golden Prairie church conducts seminar 
• GOLDEN PRAIRIE, SK. Dr. Siegfried Schuster, associ­
ate professor of Church Ministries, Edmonton Baptist 
Seminary, conducted a seminar on "How to Become a 
Caring Church" and "The Dynamics of a Growing 
Church" at First Baptist Church. 

Sch.uster challenged the g~oup to examine the mission 
of their church and the spmtual and practical needs of 
those in their community to w hom they could extend 
ca~e and share .Jesus Chnst. Hopefully, this will build a 
bndge to provide an opportunity to share Jesus Christ 
w ith that individual. 

"All of us w ho at tended the seminar were encouraged 
to reach out to our community with spiritual and practi­
cal ha.nds and 'care' people to Jesus Christ," reports Pas­
tor Enc Spletzer. 

Evande speaks at missions banquet 
•. G~ORGE, IA. Firs t Baptist Church held its annual 
m1ss1ons banquet with guest speaker, the Rev. Peter 
Evande of C~meroon. Evande is presently a student at 
North Amencan Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD. 
Evande showed a film of his home terri tory and church 
and spoke on beins commissioned to witness. The offer­
mg taken was d esignated toward the Church's mission 
goal. The Rev. Michael Delong is pastor. - Vera Arends 

Rowandale church holds Friend Day 
• WINNIPEG, MB. Rowandale Baptist Church declared 
qct. 6, 199_1, Friend Day and Thanksgiving Day. A mis­
sions offering of almost $8,400 was receivea. Most of the 
325 peop!e in attendance stayed for the d inner following 
th~. morning wars.hip service. 

Sunday morning services are well-attended, and op­
port.u.nities fc:>r ministry to the elderly, youth, and young 
families contmue to challenge us," reports Helga Kahler. 
The Rev. Bryan Hochhalter is senior pastor. 

Petrie conducts revival meetings 
• CACKLE, ND. Revival services were conducted at 
Grace Baptist Church by the Rev. Lewis Petrie, Confer­
ence Development Directo r. Nine area N.A.B. Confer­
ence churches were invited by Pastor Roger Monson and 
the ~oard of Deacons to participate in these meetings. 
Speoal musIC was presented by area ch urches. 

. ~our ~eeks before the meetings, Grace Baptist Church 
d1v1ded mto nine home prayer groups. The attendance 
doubled the amount normally attending the midweek 
prayer meetmg. 

"The results were above our expectations," reports 
Pastor Monson. "Many responded by reded ication, and 
one known conversion to the invitation fo llowing Mr. 
Petrie's message on the 'Lordship of Christ' ." Attendance 
averaged 135 for the five services. 

I 

. Fifte~n new young people have joined the Wednesday 
mgh t_ Bible qubs at Grace Baptist. Five of the mothers 
brmgmg their youth have stayed for the adult Bible 
study. 

McClusky church holds special services 
I MCCLUSKY, ND. During "S£iritual Emphasis Days," 
the Church viewed the video, 'Country," and Dr. Cor­
don Harris, North American Baptist Seminary, Sioux 
Falls, SD, spoke on "Crises in Our Lives Today. 

Roe Steward of "Partners in Christ Internationa l" 
spoke on Harvest Mission Sunday at the Church. 

The Rev. Lester B.uenn ing is the pastor. - Marion 
Kirschman 

CHALLENGED TO GROW 

Church planter speaks at mother church 
I MINNEAPOLIS, MN. The Rev. Leigh Harrison chal­
lenged the congresation of Faith Baptist Church "To 
Dream the Impossible Dream." Harrison has bef$un a 
new work in the northwest suburbs, and Faith 1s the 
mother church for this church plant. The Rev. Harvey 
Mehlhaff is the pastor of Faith Baptist-Mrs. Jack Krnegel 

I .MINNEAPOLIS, MN. Many of the congregation of 
Faith Baptist Church attended the sessions of a Renewal 
Seminar conducted by Dr. Roger Fredrikson of Sioux 
Falls on September 20-22. - Mrs . Jack Kruegel 

Atlantic Association women meet 
I .ALLENTOWN, PA. The Women's Missionary Fellow­
sh.1p of the Atlantic Association held their fall re~reat 
with 70 women in attendance. Mrs. Linda Weber, direc­
~or ~f ~omen's ministries, spoke on "Strength for Liv­
mg, usmg the sto ry of Jonah. 

"Mrs . Weber noted that when God calls us to do some­
thing, we can ask Him to take our hand and walk with 
us, or we can le t ou r fears a nd desires get us into trou­
ble," says Mae Dillon. "But God forgives us, and we can 
go on." 

The women of Chris tian Compassion Church, Phila­
~elp~ ia, PA, performed a skit depicting various women's 
life situations called, "Woe Is Me." 

Three workshops were offered: Irma Norman demon­
strated "White Cross for the 1990s," Mae Dillon led a 
craft session, and Linda Weber talked about "What It 
Takes to Start or Jump Start Your Women's Organiza­
tion." 

Pacific Northwest Association 
holds women's retreat 
• AUBURN, WA. "Growth and Conu11itment" was the 
theme for the 23rd annual Pacific Northwest Association 
women's retreat held a t Camp Berachah, Auburn, WA. 
Eighty women were challenged to "Bloom Where You 
Are Planted-Look What's Coming Up Roses" (Growth 
and Commitmen t) . Each woman was paired with a 
prayer partner and encouraged to keep in touch with her 

Our Strategic Focus On The Biblical Imperatives 
partner throughout the year. Author Marilyn Woody .of 
southern California was the guest speaker. A local flonst 
held a class on flower a rranging. -Earl Shadle 

Harvest Festival held at Beulah church 
• BEULAH, ND. Immanuel Baptist Church held its Har­
vest Festival Oct. 13, 1991, witn guest speaker, the Rev. 
Manuel Wolff, pastor of Turtle Lake Baptist Church. A 
potluck d inner was served. The Rev. Terry Midkiff is the 
pastor. -Ottillia Al/mer 

COMPELLED TO SERVE 

Tacoma church has Rally Sunday 
• TACOMA, WA. Calvary Baptist Church kicked off the 
fall Sunday school program w ith Rally Sunday. The 
movie, "Molder of Dreams," the story of the former na­
tional Teacher of the Year, Guy Doud, was shown. 

Attendance was higher than normal for this special 
occasion," reports Earl Shadle. "We praise the Lord for 
that. " The Rev. Don Burnett is pastor. 

Faith church dedicates workers 
• . MINNEAPOLIS, MN. During a morning worship ser­
vice, the Rev. Harvey Mehlhaff cond ucted a d edication 
service for 75 Sunday school workers and 64 A wana 
workers.-Mrs. Jack Kmegel 

NABS celebrates global alert 1991 
• SIOUX FALLS, SD. "Global Alert 1991" was the theme 
for the Autumn Missions Conference at North American 
Baptist Seminary. Missionaries Richard (/ .) and Beth 
Rabenhorst and Doug ( r.) and Sharon Woyke were the 
special speakers for the conference held October 8-10. 

"In order to be successful in ministry," said Woykes, 
"we must always put people before programs. The op­
portunity for sharing Christ with the Japanese people 
comes when they know that they can trust us. All minis­
try is basically difficult because it is a spiritual warfare." 
Woyke encouraged the Seminary students to have a 
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coffiI!Utment to permanency in their ministry and not ex­
pect mstantaneous success. 

Those who attended the conference were given the 
opportunity to explore the cultural differences between 
Japan. and. Brazil, r~flect on the challenge of the ever­
growmg city, and discuss how to be effective for Christ 
in a difficult environment-Linda Pelzer 

Iowa Association meets 
• GEORGE, IA. First Baptist Church hosted the Iowa 
Association annual meeting Sept. 13-15, 1991. Business 
sessions were held on. S~tu~aay. followed by a banquet. 

Among those partic1patmg m the concluding service 
were Dr. Ron Carlson, who spoke on "Sharing the Gifts 
o~ Our Faith;" the Rev. Gregg Donaldson; Missionary 
Ri~h~rd Rabenhor.st; and Dr. Roy Seibel. An offering for 
missions was received. The Rev. Michael Delong is pas­
tor of First Baptist. -Vera Arends 

Goodrich and McClusky 
hold joint missions conference 

• MCCLUSKY, ND. Goodrich Baptist Church joined 
McClusky Baptist Church for a Round Robin Mission 
Conference with Missionary Pat Lentz, Cameroon. The 
Rev. Lester Buenning is pastor a t McClusky, and Mr. 
Kenneth Wutzke is pastor a t Goodrich. - Marion Kirsch­
man 

Ochre River church dedicates building project 
• OCHRE RIVER, MB. Pastor Reinhold Wilde and the 
deacons led the congregation of Grace Baptist Church as 
they dedicated for fhe Lord's work a newly completed 
and enlarged foyer, nursery, and restrooms. This build­
ing project was possible through a gift left by the estate 
ofMr. and Mrs. Herman Prikker. Mr. Prikker was church 
organist for more than 50 yea rs, and Mrs. Prikker taught 
Cradle Roll for almost 50 yea rs. "We pra ise God for His 
continued blessings and guidance in tflis project," reports 
Jean Roos. 

CALLED TO WORSHIP 

Grosse Pointe church 
offers day of prayer and fasting 
• GROSSE POINTE WOODS, MI. Grosse Pointe Baptist 
Church held a Day of Prayer and Fasting, Oct. 13, 1991, 
from 3:30-7:30 p.rn. The 50 to 60 people who a ttended on 
a "come and go" basis were led by tne Rev. David Wick 
in a time of worship and praise; small group intercessory 
prayer; testimonies of thanksgiving; individua l, corpo­
rate, and general prayers of confession; and commitment 
prayers of dedication followed by a communion service. 
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Faith church holds prayer vigil 
• MINNEAPOLIS, MN. About 50 people from Faith 
Baptist Church took part in a 24-hour prayer vigil held at 
the Church. The Rev. Harvey Mehlhaff is the pastor. 
- Mrs. Jack Kruegel 

• First Baptist Church of Bellwood, IL, celebrated 
its SOth anniversary October 18, 19, 20. The mixed choir 
and men's choir provided a concert of Gospel music on 
Friday evening under the leadership of Deacon Roose­
velt Baas. Former pastors and spouses were recognized: 
Dr. and Mrs. Connie Salios, Mrs. Ray (the former Edith 
Schroeder) DeNui, the Rev. R. I. Thompson, and the Rev. 
and Mrs. Leo Reck as well as interim pastor, the Rev. 
Dan Fuchs. 

Following the Saturday evening banquet, former pas­
tor, Dr. Connie Salios, commended the church for its 
characteristics. 

On Sunday morning, Dr. John Binder, Conference ex­
ecutive director and member of the Church, reviewed 
the positive qualities of the church, reminded them of the 
great sacrifice God made in giving His Son for their sins, 
challenged the Church to make plans for future ministry 
to reacfi more of the community for Christ, and called 
the church to commitment to Chris t's dream. 

William Kresal is pastor of the Church. 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

• Mr. and Mrs. Walter Schnabel, First Baptist 
Church, Fessenden, N D, celebrated their SOth wedding 
anniversary with fa mily and friends on June 21, 1991. 

• Mr. and Mrs. Adolph Pepple, First Baptist 
Church, Fessenden, ND, celebrated their SOth wedaing 
anniversary on July 28, 1991, with family and friends. 

• Members and friends of Emmanuel Baptist 
Church, Morris, MB, honored the Rev. Del and Evelyn 
Bertsch as they celebrated their 25th wedding a nniver­
sary Aug. 11, 1991. Among the guests was the area min­
ister, the Rev. Jake Levere tte. 

Baptist Herald Index 1991 

If you wish an index to articles in 
Baptist Herald issues in 1991, please 
call at (708) 495-2000, or Fax (708) 
495-3301, or write to us (including 
your November Readers Survey, if 
possible) at 1 So. 210 Summit Ave., 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181-3994. 

NABS/NABC/EBS 
launch joint capital funds campaign 

At the Triennial Conference in Milwaukee on August 3, North 
American Baptist Seminary and North American Baptist College and 
Edmonton Baptist Seminary launched a joint four million dollar capital 
funds campaign. 

Dr. Peter Fehr, N.A.B. Seminary Board chair, announced that N.A.B. 
Seminary has received more than one million dollars toward its capital 
funds campaign. The 2.2 million dollar goal will fund a new chapel and 
additional endowment funds for s tudent financial aid, chapel operating 
expenses, and endowed professorships. As of November 15, $1,078,423 
(49%) of the $2.2 million goal has been committed in cash and faith 
promises. 

"The North American Baptist College and Edmonton Baptist Semi­
nary are enthusiastic about the 'Foundations for the Future' capital 
funds campaign launched at the Triennial Conference," says Dr. Paul 
Siewert, president. 

The NABC/EBS goal of $1,750,000 provides funding for the construc­
tion of the initial seminary complex for Edmonton Baptist Seminary. So 
far, more than $382,000 has been received in cash and faith promises. 
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• LAWRENCE G. BIENERT (66), 
Beaverton, OR; born Feb. 21, 1925, in 
Leduc, AB; died Sept. 3, 1991; married 
Ruth Peter; member, Fredericksheim 
(AB) Baptist Church, Forest Park (IL) 

Baptist Church, and Bethany Baptist 
Church, Portland, OR; graduate, North 
American Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls, 
SD, and University of Chicago; 
orda ined, Cathay (ND) Baptist Church, 
Sept 16, 1951; pastor, Cathay Baptist 
Church, 1951-53; youth director, CBY 
and Sunday School Union, N.A.B. Con­
ference, 1955-1 960; manager, Roger 
Williams Press, N.A.B. Conference, 
1960-65; assistant to the president, 
Illinois College, Jacksonville, IL, 1965-
73; development director, Illinois 
College, 1973-75; estate planning coun­
selor, N.A.B. Conference, Beaverton, 
OR, 1975-83; administrator, Baptist 
Manor, Portland, OR, 1983-1990; he left 
a legacy of a gentle, kind spirit, always 
seeking peace and unity; survived by 
his wife, Ruth; daughter, Rachelan 
(James) Stronach, Portland, OR; the Rev. 
Randall Kinnison, pastor, funeral 
service. 

• ALBERT W. JESCHKE (71), Salem, 
OR; born Oct. 14, 1919, to Reinhold and 
Alvina Jeschke in Drake, SK; died Oct. 
5, 1991; served in the U.S. Army in 
neuropsychiatry laboratory; fa ithful 

member, Bethel and Sunkist Baptist 
Churches, Anaheim, CA, Riviera Baptist 
Church, Salem; served as Sunday school 
teacher, missions supporter, church 
clerk, deacon at Sunkist Baptist Church, 
Anaheim, CA; conducted volunteer 
prison services for many yea rs; pre­
deceased by one sister, Elsie K wast; 
survived by one brother, Reuben; one 
sister, Elva Kuhn, Salem; one sister, 
Walda Kwast; nephews and nieces; the 
Reverends Wally Kroguletz, William 
Jeschke, Lloyd Kwast, and Reuben 
Jeschke, pastors, funeral service. 

• LAVONNE TRAISER SCHERBEN­
SKE (64), Jamestown, ND; born April 
17, 1927, to Joe and Vada (Lockwood) 
Traiser, Wolford, ND; died Oct. 15, 
1991; married Elder Scherbenske, Oct. 
18, 1944; active member, Sunday school, 
W.M.F., Temple Baptist Church; sur­
vived by her husband, Elder; one son, 
James E. (Tom) (Gale), Jamestown; two 
daughters: Connie Skaare, Jamestown, 
and Lori (Merle) Conway, Bismarck, 
ND; two brothers: James and Robert; 
one sister, Betty Jo Davis; seven grand­
sons; one great-granddaughter; pre­
deceased by her parents and infant 
daughter; the Reverends Randy Jaspers 
and N.E. McCoy, pastors, funeral 
service. 

~.· , 'HOW I SEE IT 

RAPTURE ... 
OR RUPTURE? 

A bout this time of year, I am 
always telling stories on 

the Conference International 
Office Staff. I usually say that we 
are all scrambling around trying 
to find a current book on the 
topic of the rapture, because we 
know that we want to escape the 
rupture that we are sure is 
coming in terms of the finances 
needed to meet the commitments 
towards our giving goal. 

I know I sometimes say this 
jokingly. On the other hand, I 
have to confess to a certain level 
of uneasiness as I head toward 
the last page of my calendar. Will 
we make the budget? Will we be 
able to fund all the ministries 
that we have committed 
ourselves to? Will the rapture 
occur before the rupture that 
may come? 

Someone reading this column 
may say to themselves, "Don' t 
waste your time worrying, what 
w ill be w ill be." 

I guess I also know that, but it 
makes me feel better som ewhat 
to worry. I know that, in some 
small way, I am responsible to 
help meet the needs of our 
missionaries, church planters, 
schools, and cooperative 
ministries. 

I also know that I need to pray 
and trust that the God of the 
Universe is still in control and 
that He has a plan. One d ay, He 
is coming again, but until that 
day, I will continue to joke and 
worry and pray and trust. That's 
how I see it. 

Lewis Petrie 
Development Director 
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Wise Men Still Seek Him 

Christmas is a time to give. It 
began when the Wise Men 

brought gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh at the birth of the Chris t 
Child. The custom has continued 
even until this day. 

This spirit of giving which has 
given birth to countless ministries 
that have made a difference in the 
world-the dreams of m en and 
women willing to give of them­
selves to the benefit of others. 

As you consider charitable gifts 
you might make during this special 
season, we suggest the following 
ideas. 

Cash Gifts. To take a deduction 
for the gift on your 1991 taxes, make 
sure your gift is postmarked or de­
livered before the end of the year. If 
you itemize your deductions, you 
can deduct cash gifts up to 50 per­
cent of your adjusted gross income. 
Any excess deductions can be car­
ried forward, into as many as five 
additional tax years. 

Gifts of Appreciated Assets. A 
gift of appreciated stock or real 
estate you have owned for more 
than one year will generate a tax 

deduction based on its fair market 
value. 

If you own property such as 
s tocks, bonds, or real estate, which 
have appreciated in value, it may be 
to your advantage to contribute tha t 
property to the North American 
Baptist Conference, especially if the 
appreciated property is not prop­
erty which you desire to maintain 
in your investment portfolio. 

There will be no tax payable on 
the capital gains, and you will 
receive an income tax charitable 
deduction for the full fair market 
value of the property. 

Gifts of Life Insurance. You 
may give ownership of an existing 
life insurance policy to the North 
American Baptist Conference and 
claim an income tax charitable 
deduction for the cash value of the 
policy. 

You may also take a charitable 
deduction for the remaining prem­
ium payments as you make them. 

If you wish to purchase a new 
policy naming the North American 
Baptist Con ference as owner of tha t 
policy, you may claim an income 

(Neither the Development Department nor the N.A.B. Conference is engaged in renderi11g 
legal or tax advice. For advice or assistance in specific cases, the services of an attorney 
sho11/d be obtained. The p11rpose of this article is to provide informa tion of a general character 

O I hav<: taken inventory of my giving in 1991. Enclosed is my year-
end gift of $ to help in the ministry of the North 
American Baptis t Conference. 

0 I would li~e _to receive additiona! information to help me in my 
year-end g1vmg. Please send me mformation on 

0 Giffs of appreciated property 
0 How to tal<e a d eduction for future gifts 
0 Gifts with reta ined benefits 

0 I have the following property which I would like to consider 
giving this year. Please calculate the best possible way for me to 
aoso. 
Type of property: __________________ ~ 
Current value of property:$ Cost basis:$ ____ _ 
My top income tax bracket this year is estimated to be % 

Name _________________________ _ 
Address ______________________ _ 
City State/Prov. ___ Code _ _ _ _ 
Phone: Daytime ( Evening ( ) _____ _ 
Birthdate Spouse's birthda te ______ _ 

Mail to: Estate Planning, North American Baptist Conference 
1 So. 210 Summit Ave., Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181-3994 

Phone: (708) 495-2000; Fax: (708) 495-3301 
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tax charitable d eduction fo r your 
contributions towards the paym ent 
of the premiums. In either case, you 
may wish to make your gift of the 
premium amount directly to the 
N .A.B. Conference, allowing us to 
pay the p remiums, since there may 
be tax implications when you pay 
the premiums directly to the 
insurance company. 

Before you make th is gift, make 
certain tha t your state considers a 
charitable organization to have an 
ins urance interest. 

Gifts of Tangible Personal Prop­
erty. When you make a g ift of tang­
ible personal property rela ted to 
our Conference, you m ay d educt 
the fair market value of the p rop­
erty without paying capital gains 
tax on the ap p reciation, providing 
that you he ld the proper ty for more 
than one year. 

Gifts with Retained Benefits. It 
is a lso possible for you to m ake a 
transfer to the North Am erican Bap­
tis t Conference, while re ta ining 
benefit from the property w hich 
you transfer. 

Whether that proper ty is s tocks, 
bonds, real estate, or even your per­
sonal residence or farm , guarantee­
ing tod ay that the N .A.B. Confer­
ence will receive the property at 
your death (or a t the death of a 
named beneficiary), will allow you 
to claim an income tax charitab le 
d eduction. 

Yo ur deduction is based on 1) the 
full fair ma rket value (based o n ap ­
pra isa l) of assets gifted, 2) the age(s) 
of the beneficia ries, and 3) the value 
of the income o r other benefit which 
you retain . 

We will work closely with you to 
design a p lan to mee t your need s, 
and provide maximum tax benefi ts . 

Gifts and Long-range Planning. 
As you consider your year-end 
plans, you may want to give 
thoug ht to long-range fi na ncial 
need s for yourself and your fa mily. 
Charitable g ifts often play a sig nifi­
cant role in effective retirem ent and 
estate planning. 

. We will be happ y to provide you 
w ith add itio nal info rmation . You r 
gi fts a re always appreciated. Please 
call or write if we can be of he lp. 0 

New Church 
• Community Bible Church, Medford, 
OR, was received into the Central Pacific 
Association at the Association meeting 
Nov. 1-3, 1991. The Rev. Ed Graham is 
the pastor. 

Ordinations 
• The Rev. Michael Delong was or­
dained into the Christian ministry Oct. 
20, 1991, by First Baptist Church, 
George, IA. Participants in the service 
were the Rev. Winston Smith, pastor of 
Central Baptist Church, George, IA; the 
Rev. Reuben Grueneich, Faith Baptist 
Church, Rock Rapids, IA; Mr. Dennis 
Schrick, deacon chair; Dr. Hugh 
Litchfield and Or. Stephen Brachlow, 
N.A.B. Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD; the 
Rev. Harold Kelm, Bethany Baptist, 
Hutchinson, MN; and the Rev. Herman 
Effa, missions director.-Vcra Arc11ds 

• The Rev. David M. Soldner, pastor 
of Martin Baptist Church, '.V1~ r tin , '.'!~' 
was ordained into the Christian minis­
try, Nov. 10, 1991. The Rev. Ralph Cooke 
gave the ordination message.- Vzola 
Fiesel 

Ministerial Changes 
• The Rev. Lyle Richards from pa:tor, 
College Heights Baptist Church, Pnnce 
George, BC, to pastor, Spurgeon Valley, 
St. Albert, AB, effective January 1992. 

• Mr. Brad Blyth, stude~t at ~.A.B. 
Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD, 1~ servmg as 
youth pastor at First Baptist Church, 
George, JA. Mr. Jeff .schr.ick, mei:nber of 
First Baptist, served 111 tlus ca~ac1 ty dur­
ing the summer. The Rev. Michael De-
l ong is pastor. 
• The Rev. James Harris fron~ pastor 
Emmanuel Baptist Church, Manon, KS, 
effective Nov. 1, 1991. 
• Mr. Brian Johnson to part-ti.me juni.or 
high youth director, Magnolia Baptist 
Church, Anaheim, CA. 
• The Rev. Mervin f. Noah to pastor, 
Bethel Baptist Church, Cherokee, OK, ef­
fective Dec. 1, 1991. 
• The Rev. Brian Siken to yout.h pas­
tor, Temple Baptist Church, Lodi, CA, 
effective Nov. 15, 1991. 
• John Gonnerman to youth pastor, 
Calvary Baptist Church, Tacoma, WA, 
effective Nov . 3, 1991. He is a graduate 
of N.A. B. Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD . 
• D. Walter Schroedter to in terim pas­
tor, German language, Humbervale Park 
Baptist Church, Toronto, ON. 

~. - BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCE 
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A Bible WORLD fl-\; Help Needed for 

for Christmas? Romanian Orphans 
BAPTIST WORLD AID is asking 

Baptists to give a Bible this Christmas. 
"How much will you spend on pres­

ents this Christmas?" asks Paul 
Montacute, director of BWAid. $1.50 
will buy a Children's Bible Story Book 
for Russian and Ukrainian children. 
$3.50 will buy a complete Bulgarian 
Bible, and $4 will buy a Cuban Bible. 

People are hungry for the Word of 
God. The doors are open for Bibles to 
be received in so many countries. 
Christians and non-Christians are ask­
ing for them. The costs include the pur­
chase and shipping of the Bibles. 

"Now people have the opportunity 
to read the Christmas story in thei r 
own Bible," says Montacute. "I know 
that the Baptist family will help us to 
give the most wonderful Christmas 
present ever!" 

Individuals, families, Sunday school 
classes, house groups, and churches 
can simply send thei r "Bible money" 
designated for Bibles for Christmas to 
N.A.B. Co11fere11ce, 1 So. 21 0 S11 111111it 
Ave., Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181. 
BWAid will then send the Bibles and 
Bible Story Books. 

• Dr. Willis Reed to interim pastor, 
Grace Baptist Church, Carpentersville, 
IL. 

• Dr. Jack Smith from pastor, South 
Canyon Baptist Church, Rapid City, SD. 
• The Rev. Loren Stark from Zion Bap­
tist Community, Edmonton, AB, effec­
tive Nov. 24, 1991 . 

• Mr. Nathan Zug to youth pastor, 
Magnolia Baptist Church, Anaheim, CA, 
effective Nov. 1, 1991 . 

• Mr. Steve Kerr from associate pastor 
of youth and CE, Willow Rancho Baptist 
Church, Sacramento, CA, effective Nov. 
30, 1991. 

• Mr. Eric Berg from minister of youth 
and worship to program manager, 
Camp Caroline, Caroline, AB, effective 
October 1991 . 

• Interim pastor Keith Chapman and 

BWAid is supporting work being 
undertaken by Romanian Baptists in a 
number of orphanages. "Baptists are 
going into their local orphanage, shar­
ing their love and care, and conducting 
Sunday school classes," according to 
BWAid Director, Paul Montacute. 

BWAid has made $5,000 available to 
buy shoes for the children. Another 
$10,000 has been made available to as­
sist Romanian Baptists in these 
children's ministries. A further $10,000 
is still needed. 

Also, BWAid is raising $1 25,000 to 
give support to Children's homes in Ro­
mania. $100,000 will be for the new 
home being built by the Second Baptist 
Church in Oradea. This home will 
eventually cater to 120 children and 
will provide a new model of child care. 
BWAid has already sent $25,000 to­
wards this project. BWAid needs your 
help in ra ising the other $75,000 for 
Oradea. 

Send your contributions designated 
for Romanian Orphans to N.A.B. Co11-
fcrc11cc, 1 So. 210 S11111111it Ave., Oakbrook 
Terrace, IL 60181. Thank you! 

his wife Evelyn were welcomed to Mary 
Hill Baptist Church, Port Coquitlam, BC. 
Their futu re plans are to serve in Sonora, 
Mexico, training na tional pastors. 

Transitions 
• The Rev. Marlin Paul Mohrman of 
Columbus, NE, and Nancy Ann Haley 
of Dallas, TX, were married September 
14 at Dundee Presbyterian Church in 
Omaha, NE. Mohrman is pastor of 
Creston (NE) Baptist Church. 

• The Rev. Henry Schumacher of 
Richmond, BC, d ied Oct. 17, 1991. He 
served as pastor of Fenwood Baptist, SK, 
1947-50; Calvary Baptist Wetaskiwin, 
AB, 1950-58; Temple Baptist, Medicine 
Hat, AB, 1958-67; Lakeshore Baptist, St. 
Catharines, ON, 1968-70; Missionarv 
Baptist, Cleveland, OH, 1970-72; Felio\<\;_ 
ship Baptist, Camrose, AB, 1972-78; and 
Faith Baptist, Vernon, BC. 
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LETTERS 

On Serving 

Our church is deep into the 
ministry of family clothing 

give-away. Our goal is to have our 
own building that can store not 
only clothes but also furniture as 
well. Right now, we are trying to 
get a n old church donated; it just 
might happen. This kind of minis­
try has little or no cost, but even 
when it does, we'll meet it. Any­
way, we are "living the vision" and 
doing our commission to witness, 
serve, grow, worship, give, and 
care. We believe in the Biblical 
Imperatives . 

Daryl Dach tier, pastor 
Hillside Baptist Church 
Dickinson, ND 

Triennial Conference 

A total of 27 people from Oak 
Hills Baptist Chu rch attended 

the Triennial Conference in 
Milwaukee. Of these, e ight were 
new to the Conference. O ur goal is 
to encourage more individ uals and 
fa milies to begin planning to a ttend 
the next Triennial Conference to be 
held in Dallas, TX, in 1994. Many 
applauded the good speakers, 
music, and youth program in 
Mi lwaukee. We hope to ren t a bus 
and travel there as a church fam ily 
to Dallas. 

Art Bollaert 
Oak Hills Baptist Church 
Sioux Falls, SD 

Youth Ministries Trienn ial Con­
ference was a wonderful time 

of renewing past friendships and 
meeting many new Christian 
friend s. However, it was also very 
d isappointing. It has become very 
obvious to me that the N.A .B. Con­
ference ha s lost its vision for the 
youth of America . All the presenta­
tions 1 sa w were exclusive of a 
revi ta li za tion of youth min istries. 

30 BAPTJST HERALD 

Where will the C hurch be in the 
future if we don't concentra te on 
today's young people? The biggest 
way this has been manifested in my 
own life is the cancellation of New 
Day 1991-92. 

Linda Maytan 
Apple Valley Baptist Church 
Apple Valley, MN 

Reactions 

I appreciate the high quality, 
variety of conten t, and compre­

hensive coverage of Conference 
activity you provide for us through 
the Baptist Herald. You have 
always and a re doing a g rea t job! 

Harvey Mehlhaff, pastor and 
Conference moderator 1988-1991 
Faith Baptist Church 
Minneapolis, MN 

M a ny thanks fo r Vis io11 2000 
witness. Well done. 

H.G. Dym111el 
Sa /e111, OR 

The 150th anniversary and wit­
ness in the July I Augus t Baptis t 

Herald is a masterpiece! Congratu­
lations! Excellent pictures and 
reports about all members of our 
N.A.B. family! Vis ion 2000 is a 
challenge we will accept because 
we have a great God. Working 
together as we witness, g row, serve, 
give, and care we will con tinue 
toward that goal God has planned 
for ~s . r loved the bottom 35 pages 
of history. r read this history for 
hours .. . pra ising God for the many 
people I have met and occas ions I 
a_ttended during my yea rs as a mis­
s10nary. I apprecia te the many 
prayers God has answ ered. Mis­
si_o~a ries know your prayers a nd 
g1vmg of the N.A.B. family make it 
possible to obey His orders. 

Laura Reddig 
Bismarck, ND 

T he May '91 Baptist Herald ... 
it's g reat! Thanks. 

Connie Schroeder 
Yorkto 11 , SK 

I grew up in an N.A.B. Confer­
ence church in Vancouver, BC .. . 

member there until 1964. I live in 
New Jersey south- no N.A.B. 
church in the southern half of the 
state. We are members of a n 
Evangelical Free C hurch in Mt. 
Laurel. We served two terms from 
1949-1964 in mission work in South 
Africa. So for the years from the 
early 1930s, I have read the Baptis t 
Herald and still follow the activities. 

Rev. Wilfred Miller 
Moorestown, NJ 

T he Baptist Herald has really 
caught the interest of our 

church people. They like the church 
happenings featured in it with all 
the good articles. Keep up the good 
work. 

Mr. a11d Mrs. john Wi11ter 
First Baptist Church 
George, IA 

Y our Mission coverage in the 
Baptist Herald is excellent. 

Truly it is the various mission fie lds 
that binds our Conference churches 
together. 

June Good111a11 
Ti111berli11e Baptist Church 
Lncey, WA 

Plan now to attend the 
Alberta Baptist Association 

meetings 
March 26-29, 1992, at 

Grace Bap tis t Church 
2670 Radcliffe Drive SE 
Calgary, AB, T2A 7M2 
Phone: (403) 235-3636 

oa sfwwea liis [ave among us: Jle sent liis one 
ana on[y Son into tlie worfa tliat we miglit five 

tfirougfi fiim. 'Tfiis is fove: not tfiat we fovea (joa 

Gut tfiat fie fovea us ana sent fiis Son as an 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. 'Dear friencls, since (Joa so 
fovea us, we also ouglit to fove one anotfier (I Jolin 4: 9-11) 

'Tfianf(you for your partnersfiip in spreaaing tfie 

(jooa 'lf!,ws. 

May Jfope, Peace, Joy, ana Love tfirougfi Jesus Cfirist, 

(jocts Son, 6e witfi you tfirougfiout 1992. 

The Staff of the North American Baptist Conference International Office 

Theological education w ith 
academic excellence and 
practical application to 
Christian ministry 

• Mas te r of Divinity 
• M aste r of Theological Studies 
• Bach elor of T h eology 

Ministry Specializa tions: 

• Biblical Exposition 
• Church Planting 
• Cross-Culh1ral M inis try 
• Pastoral Counselling 

l~ \ 
Edmonton Baptist Seminary 
Prof S H (Sig ) Schuster 
11525 · 23 Avenue 
Edmonton . Alberta TGJ 4T3 
(403) 437-1960 

Af11hated with 
North American Bap tist Conference 

Associate Memb er of ATS 
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Your invitation to an exciting 

1992 European Adventure Tour 
July 21-August 6 

With Tour Host: Rev. Kurt Redschlag 

North American Baptist College 

Germany • Austria • Poland • Hungary • Czechoslovakia 

• Visit such great cities as Leipzig, Wittenberg, Berlin, Poznan, Lodz, Warsaw, Prague, 
Budapest, Vienna. 

• See and experience life in some of the newly-opened eastern European countries. 

• Return (for many of you) to the lands of your heritage. 

• Enjoy all of this in the company of fellow Christians from Canada and the United States. 

Cost: $3,995 (CDN funds) 
(less in U.S. funds) 

Direct flight from Edmonton to Frankfurt on Lufthansa Airlines 
(Departures from other cities can be arranged). 

The tour includes: round trip airfare; superior touris t and first class hotels; first class 
motorcoach; English-speaking tour guide; breakfast and dinner daily; all entrance fees; airport 
taxes; all tips and gratuities; and much, much more. 

ft II d ·1 · II · I b · · I I descriptive brochure: For 1 eta1 s, wnte or ca , wit wut o hgatwn , for a Ju l co our · 

Rev. Kurt Redschlag, tour host 
1076 Millbourne Road E. 
Edmonton , AB, T6K 1 Wl 
Phone - Home: (403) 462-6010 
Office: (403) 437-1960 


