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BAPTIST WORLD NEWS 

Church for the 
Hearing-Impaired 
Established in Romania 
BUCHAREST, ROMANIA (EBP)
Romanian Baptists claim it is the 
"First church of deaf people in 
Europe." The founding of a Baptist 
church for the hearing-impaired is 
an event of historic importance. 

On May 27, 1992, the first baptis
mal service took place for 19 new 
believers. Four days later, on May 
31, these people constituted them
selves as a church. The new congre
gation has 20 members and 100 
friends of believers who attend 
regularly. 

Statistically, according to Rev. 
Sauter, the Church's pastor, among 
every 1,000 persons in the world, 82 
cannot hear. "This means that 22,000 
deaf people live in Bucharest a nd 
more than 200,000 in Romania," he 
said. 

British Baptists 
Will Search for 
People with Lost 'Roots' 
DIDCOT, ENGLAND (EBP)- Bap
tist leaders in England a re aware 
that many people who no longer at
tend a Baptist Church were related 
to one at some time. They may have 
attended Sunday school, or they 
may have participa ted in some 
other organiza tion of the church. 
For a variety of reasons, these per
sons s imply quit attending . They 
severed a ll relationships w ith the 
church . British Baptis ts will try to 
w in these people back to church. 
The Unions hope the new prog ram, 
known as Roots, will ca use these 
'los t sheep' to return to the fold. 

The Roots program will engage 
British Baptis t churches in three 
ways: Churches will commit to a 
particu la r Sunday in October 1993, 
when members will invite such peo
p le to return to their spiritual roots; 
the congregation will be expected to 
engage in a process of self-examina
tion and evaluation during the com
ing year leading up to that Sund ay; 
they must agree to identify and to 
locate those who should be so in-
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vited and actually invite them. 
Stephen Gaukroger, the Baptis t 

pastor who first had the vision for 
Roots, added, "We often think peo
ple have re jected Jesus, w hen, in 
fact, they have simply been put off 
by the churches. Roots is about re
thinking the way we 'do' church so 
that unnecessary obstacles to hear
ing the good news are removed." 

By January 1993, discussion and 
evaluation materials for the congre
gation and for church leaders will 
be available. 

Belgian Baptists 
Celebrate the Past, 
Prepare for the Future 
WEZEMBEEK-OPPEM (EBP)-The 
19 churches and missions of the 
Union of Baptists in Belgium (UBB) 
recently celebrated 100 years of 
Baptist work in Belgium. 

The Baptist Church of Ougree 
was founded in 1892 by a French 
pastor and two believers from Liege 
who had returned to Belgium after 
some years of working in France. 

The present s ta tis tical reports of 
the Union presented show about 
750 members. 

None of the Baptis t churches in 
Belgium is large enoug h to support 
a full-time pastor. Therefore, the 
Union has established a fund which 
it hopes will eventually provide 
financial help to churches w hich are 
unable to pay a pastor's salary. 

EBF Council Members 
'Embrace' Serbian and 
Croatian Baptists 
HODDESDON, ENGLAND (EBP) 
-One of the most moving 
moments of the recent European 
Baptist Federation Council meeting 
in Hoddesdon occurred at the close 
of a morning med itation pe riod. 

Each morning, EBF Genera l Sec
retary Karl H einz Wa lter had been 
delivering Bible s tu dies on Ephe
sians 4:14-1 6 about the oneness be
lievers can experience in Chris t. In 
attendance at the Council were the 
Baptis t representatives from two 
warring sections of the formerly 

united Yugoslavia-Serbia a nd 
Croatia." 

Spontaneously, David Coffey, 
British Baptist Union General Secre
tary, summoned the representatives 
to come to the front of the audito
rium to share how the Gospel had 
been working in their countries 
even in spite of the horrible circum
stances of war all around them. 
Then, Coffey asked others in the 
Council to reflect on how that terri
ble situation in the former Yugosla
via had challenged their respective 
churches to grow. 

One by one, Council members 
shared. Karl Heinz Walter told of 
how food, clothes, and medicines 
have been sent, but the most s ig nifi
cant thing is that all the European 
churches have been united in 
prayer for the people of Croatia, 
Serbia, and Bosnia Herzigovina. 
A group from the Second Baptist 
Church of Oradea meets every 
morn~ng at 5 a.m. to pray for 
Croatia and Serbia. Kornel Gyori of 
Hungary said Hungarian Baptis ts 
have tried to help the refugees and 
are praying for them. 

When each one had spoken, he 
or she s tood with the brothers from 
Yugoslavia. Finally, Coffey asked 
them to respond. 

"I feel very good between two 
Serbs," said the one from Croatia . 
"But when they are brothers-it is 
[by] the mercy of the Lord that we 
a re s tanding here." 

Council members joined hand s, 
encircling the men from the former 
Yugoslavia, and prayers on behalf 
of their war-torn country were of
fered. 

"It was a moment we s hall neve r 
forget," sum~a~ized Coffey a t the 
close. Recog 111z111g with sad ness 
tl~at the Baptis t Union of Yugosla
via no longer exists, the European 
Baptis t Federation members voted 
to recognize the newly-constituted 
Baptis t Unions of Croatia and Ser
bia . The Council also welcomed 
other new member unions: Byelo
russia, Lithuania, Moldova, the 
Russian Fede ration, and Ukrai ne. 
EBF member bodies now 
total 38. 0 
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Feed-Bin 
Savior 

W hy d oes Jesus always turn 
up in the most unlikely 
places? 

Up in my parents' attic, next to a 
dusty p laypen a nd a plastic bag of 
my old toddler clothes, is the Christ
mas box. Each December, Dad's sta
tion wagon used to pu ll into the 
driveway with an evergreen strap
ped on top. That was my cue to 
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by Greg Lund 

climb the ladder and retrieve the 
box. 

Digging past the colored light 
bulbs and tree ornaments, I reached 
for my favorite treasures: the nativ
ity figu res. Each 4-inch-long 
wooden character was ca rved in 
Mexico from a cinnamon-colored 
wood. I enjoyed feeling the edges of 
their sharply cut featu res. 

Over the years, they had become 
part of my C hristmas family. Their 
familia rity somehow warmed me. 
. Then, one year, as I arranged the 

figures on the coffee table the fam il
iar seemed stra nge. Whe; I laid the 
tiny carved baby into the artificia l 
straw, I realized how biza rre a 
scene it was . 

"The Son of God is in a feed bin," 

I thought. 'The stalls weren't 
cleaned out before Mary and Joseph 
arrived, so there must have been 
d ung and flies a ll around." It wasn' t 
a comfortable thought. 

Sure, I had heard sermons on 
Jesus' humble arrival before. Pas
tors told of how this birth elo
quently expressed God's kinship 
w ith the poor, common p eople. But 
I'd never sensed w hat an unlikely, 
even embarrassing place it was for 
the unveiling of God 's long-awaited 
"New Deal." Jesus in the manger 
was such an old memory for me 
that it had always seemed as natu
ral as "the cow jumped over the 
moon." 

"What if Christ had come in my 
decade?" I wondered. What would 
the modern "innkeeper" have of
fered the young couple if the neon 
sign flashed "no vacancy"? Seeing 
Mary double over with contrac
tions, even the most jaded owner 
would have offered something. 

A laundry room, perhaps. Joseph 
would give Mary what privacy he 
could, shieldin g her from the stares 
of curious-but-busy employees. In
s tead of a feed bin, the baby would 
rest in a laundry cart of newly dried 
towels. The humid perfume of laun
dry detergent and the rumble of 
dryers would replace barnyard 
smells and stable sounds. 

If you're like me, these images 
make you uncomfortable. Some 
readers may even think, "How dare 
he paint such a shocking picture?" 
Yet the scene in the manger is no 
less shocking. Christ refused to ar
rive in what we would consider a 
"fitting" manner. 

Fortunately, we d idn't have the 
chance to stage Christ's arrival to 
our liking. Imagine how His birth 
would have been orchestrated by 
tod ay's organized Church, or worse 
yet, a public relations firm. 

Doubtless, a specia l offering 
would have purchased the best pre-

natal care and hospital for Mary. 
Key journalists would have carried 
beepers to alert them to the onset of 
labor. On signal, they would rush to 
the hospital waiting room where 
live televised coverage would begin. 

In His wisdom, God didn't allow 
us to give Jesus a proper public an
nouncement. H e arranged that 
through H is angels. And He didn't 
allow us to prepare a comfortable 
birthing room to spare us the guilt 
of being poor hosts. 

Instead, Jesus came to the last 
p lace on earth we would have cho
sen. Imagine the shepherd s' shock 
when the angel gave them direc
tions to the newly arrived Messiah 
of Israel. "You' ll find the baby 

"God's arrival in a 
dirty stable is not 
only shocking, it's 
deeply significant. 
It reminds us that 

Jes us belongs 
where we least 
want Him or 

expect Him to be." 

wrapped in swaddling clothes 
(strips of torn cloth), lying in a man
ger (a feed bin for livestock)." 

Later, Jesus continued His habit 
of turning u p in the m ost unlikely 
places. He d ined w ith tax collectors, 
the ancient equivalent to America's 
crooked S&L d irectors. H e cared for 
lepers, as socially outcast as today's 
AIDs patients. He made church 
lead ers angry by refuting their argu
ments and challenging their Sab
bath rules right in front of their pa
rishioners. 

Jesus s till has su ch habits. H e 
has keys to all the places w here 
we least exp ect to find Hirn. 

When I went to China for a year of 
teaching English, Jesus was waiting 
there when the plane landed. (I 
knew theologically that God is ev
erywhere, but part of me expected 
H is voice in China to sound fuzzy 
like a transcontinental phone call.) 

H e assured me tha t H e was a 
long-time resident, spoke fluent Chi
nese and understood the culture as 
well as he understands mine. He be
came my companion there. How 
thankful I was for that unexpected 
presence. 

Yet Christ also has keys to the 
places I wish to keep off-limits. Just 
as I'm tempted to compromise my 
standards at work, Jesus turns u p 
by the coffee maker and speaks to 
my heart there. He's like a guest 
who comes to dinner, bypasses my 
lovely dining room, and spends the 
evening in the one room I didn' t get 
around to cleaning. 

Not that Jesus desires to create 
embarrassment or controversy. He 
is s imply drawn to those places that 
most need healing. True, He came 
"not to bring peace, but a sword," 
but only because so many of us 
would rather fig ht than be hea led . 

If we allow H im, Jesus makes our 
dirty places wellsprings of blessing 
for others. Even the "stables" of our 
lives become cherished places when 
Jesus visits. 

As you set up your nativity scene 
this year and see Jesus in the man
ger, take time to thank Him .. Thank 
Him for butting into your private, 
embarrassing rooms, and 1naking 
them hallowed. And be assured 
that there is no p lace so hazardous 
or dark that Jesus \Nill not accom
pany you-enjoying every minute 
of it. Jesus is like that. 0 

Greg L1111d of Everett , WA, i~ n free 
ln11cc writer. 
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by Teresa Dickens Coping with 
Holiday Depression 

T he warmth of C hristmas is 
mere fan tasy for many peo-

. pie, mental health experts 
adm1t. For some people, the holiday 
season means only d epression, un
wanted m~mories, having their 
lonelmess mtensified or having to 
~pend time with people-often fam
ily members-they would rather 
not see. 

Whi le most do "survive" the holi
days, many do not. Statistics show 
that the rate of suicide is highest be
tween Thanksgiving and New 
Year's Day. 

Fortunately, many seek help be
fore their emotional states deterio
rate that fa r. Christian counselors 
con firm that this time of year is the 
busiest for them. 

"I am always busiest this time of 
the year," said Ed Broyles, a Ii-
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censed professional counselor and 
member of First Baptist Church of 
Sedalia, MO. "Many people have 
trouble dealing emotionally with 
the holiday season. There is too 
'.11uch pain in their lives to find any 
1oy. They tell me:"' ! hate this kind 
of season. I hate Christmas."' 

Church members aren' t immune 
to these feelings, he stressed: "It's 
not just the down-and-out. It 
t?uches people in every avenue of 
life-even the church. 

"There a re many people in our 
churches w ho struggle to survive 
the holidays. We assume that b . a Cl . . . emg 

1nstian immunes us but ti t . . , 1a 1s 
not true. It is one of the inost I k over
oo ed_ a reas of need in many co -
gregations." n 

_The reasons for the emotional 
misery created by the hol·d 1 ay sea-

son are many. For some, it is a re
cent death, divorce, o r stress over 
some other deep hurt tha t makes 
the holidays difficult. For others, 
being alone--such as a single adult 
or a senior adult-or Jiving a way 
from fami ly make the holidays al
mos t unbearable. 

Whatever the reason, ma ny peo
ple need help dea ling with the holi
days. Broyles and two other coun
selors offer tips for "survival" as 
well as ways other people can help. 

One of the groups of people mos t 
affected by the holida y season is 
people who have Jost loved ones 
during the past year. 

"The holiday season is most diffi
cult fo r people d ealing w ith the Joss 
of a loved one," said Ron Kemp, a 
me~nber of First Baptist Church of 
Boh_var, MO, and director of Family 
Institute of the Ozarks. "The pain of 
that loss becomes more intense dur
ing th is tir:'e of the yea r. People are 
more sensitive because of the family 
emphas is during the season." 

Becau se the grief process is d iffer
ent for every ind ividual, the holiday 
s~ason doesn't create the same emo
tion for everyone. 

The grief process involves sev
eral stages including denia l, crying, 
anger, and fina lly awareness-ac
~eptan_c~ of the loss. Depending on 
n mdividual's movement thro ugh 

the stages, the holiday season ca n 
create many emotions 

"F . . 
or mdividuals who have 

reached the a wareness stacge " says 
Mar A c ' Y nn Onaway, a fa mily coun-
selor "ti J . ' 1e 1olidays may evoke 
guilt. They feel guilty becau se they 
are s tarting to build a new life for 
themselves that doesn't include the 

person who died. Because they 
don't feel intense g rief over the loss 
of the person, they believe there is 
something w rong with them. 

"Many times this leads to dys
functional g rief. They try to create 
grief. Crying somehow seems more 
appropriate than remembering the 
good times they had with the de
ceased family member. 

"Grief is a normal part of life, and 
how we deal with it is individual
ized a lthough we do share some 
things in common with others. 

"The first thing I try to help peo
ple do is recognize w here they are 
in the grief process. Then I encour
age them to give themselves free
dom to feel whatever they need to 
feel. Repressed feelings do more 
harm than good." 

Holidays also are difficult for 
p eople w ho have a critically ill fa m
ily member, Conaway added. Their 
s truggle lies in whether or not to 
plan to celebrate Christmas. 

"I say to them: 'Yes . Celebrate 
Christmas. Be as normal as possible. 
Don't put your life on hold waiting 
for your loved one to die. Besides, 
he or she may live for months,"' she 
said. 

Divorce also creates a d ifficult sit-
uation for people. Conaway _not.e~ 
that the g rief cycle for these _mdiv1d
uals is s imilar to that followmg a 
death, except rejection is added: 
"Divorce, like dea th, is the loss of a 
relationship. The extra pain comes 
in the rejection the individ ual must 
endure. 

"The greatest stress for these fam-
ilies is deciding w here to spend ~he 
holidays. Especially for adult chil
dren w hose parents recently ha~e 
divorced, the d ecision about which 
parent to spend the holiday w ith or 
trying to schedule equal time wi~h 
both parents creates a lot of t~ns10n. 

"I encourage people to deode 
w here a nd w ho w ill be together, 
and not to use the time together as 
an opportunity to confront some
one. The pain is already great 
enough without causing more." 

For many people, the holiday sea
son w ill be difficult because of pain 
result ing from some other fa mily 

scar, such as sexual abuse. 
"Being around an abuser is a trau

matic experience," emphasized 
Broyles. "The individual who has 
discovered within the past year that 
the things that happened to him or 
her as a child can be defined as sex
ual abuse will have a hard time 
being w ith family this holiday sea
son. In some cases, they will not be 
able to be with them at all." 

Tips for s urviv ing the hol idays 
While every situation is different, 

the three counselors noted several 
general suggestions that can help 
individuals survive the holidays. 
• Have realistic expectations. 

"Don' t set your expectations too 
high," Kemp said. "Unrealistic ex
pectations always result in disap
pointment, and sometimes severe 
disappointment. If you don't 
expect too much, you won't be 
hurt as much." 

• Plan ahead. Planning is the most 
important thing a person can do 
to survive the holid ays," sa id 
Broyles. "I tell people to make 
detailed plans for the holidays. 
Wri te them down even. Then 
follow through, whether you feel 
like it or not. 

"And they often don't feel like 
doing it, but it is necessary that 
they follow through on their 
plans." 

• Plan time with others. Whether 
it is w ith one other person or a 
group of people, contact w ith oth
ers is very important. "I often ask 
a client, 'Who is one person or 
family you know that you cou ld 
spend time with?"' said Broyles. 
"Once I get a na me, I give the cli
ent an assignment to ask the per
son or fa m.ily for an opportunity 
to spend time with them." 

Volunteering to work in a food 
shelter or some other activity is a 
good way to get involved with 
others . "Involving themselves in 
g iving to others takes the focus 
off of their pain," Kemp said . 

• Accept others' help. "I tell clients 
that if the person offering help 
wasn' t sincere, he or she 
wou ld n' t make the offer," Broyles 

shared. "I remind them that they 
a re doing a service for tha t per
son by accep ting the offer. Both 
the giver and receiver benefit." 

• Find someone to talk with 
openly. "This may be a pastor, 
friend, or even a counselor," 
Broyles said , "bu t they need some
one they can be open and honest 
with about how they feel." 

• Make spiritual preparation. "For 
Christians, the real joy of Christ
mas is fou nd in their relationship 
with God," noted Conaway. 
"Focusing on the secular defini
tion of Christmas enhances one's 
depression, but if they can focus 
on God and their rela tionship 
with him, they can find encour
agem ent and strength. 

"Spiritually uplifting music is 
important, too. Music is always 
good therapy." 

• Recognize respon sibilities. "You 
are only responsible for yourself," 
Conaway emphasized. "No mat
ter how much we want to change 
others, we cannot. We can only 
cha nge ourselves. 

"The only thing we can do for 
others is to forgive them. Forgive
ness is not condoning a person's 
actions. It is leaving the justice in 
God's hands." 

How you can h e lp 
The counselors a lso pointed out 

severa l ways churches and individu
a ls can help people who may be fac
ing a difficult time during the holi
days. Those ideas include 
• Involve them in family activities 
• Recognize their pain, giving them 

a n opportunity to talk or just cry 
(Sending a card or note is also a 
good way to express concern for 
someone.) 

• Contact the ind ivid ual on Christ
mas day, even if it means making 
a long-distance ca ll 

• Provide opportunities for these 
individuals to minister, such as 
preparing a nd delivering Christ
mas baskets or going Christmas 
caroling. 0 

Teresn Dicke11s, reporter, Bnpti::;t Press 
Nnsln>il/e, TN. ' 
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f f s it d own, young man; 
when the Lord gets 
ready to convert the 

heathen, he will do it without your 
help or mine!" retorted a respected 
pastor, when William Carey raised 
the idea of taking the Gospel to 
unreached peoples. 

Given their hyper-Calvinist theol
ogy, the leaders of the British Bap
tists would view human efforts in 
evangelism as unnecessary. Given 
their relative economic poverty, the 
people in the Baptist churches 
would view such an ambitious en
terprise as beset with insurmount
able difficulties. 

But Carey was not one to be in
ti.midated by such seemingly invin
oble challenges. He was convinced 
that God had orda ined human 
agents to be the proclaimers of the 
Good News. He believed that no 
task could fail, if Christ Himself had 
called His d isciples to engage in it. 

So when appointed to address 
t~e '.'l'orthamptonshire Baptist Asso
~1ation on May 30, 1792, Carey 
Jumped at the opportunity to ad 
vance the cause of world missions. 
Carefully choosing his sermon 
text-Isaia.h 54:2-3- the young pas
tor electnf1ed the gathering. "Expect 
grea t things from God; attempt 
grea t thi.ngs for God," he urged . 

Despite Ca rey's impassioned 
plea, many delega tes rema ined cau
tious. At the business session the 
next day when it a ppeared that the 

delegates would postpone taking 
any definite action, Carey gripped 
the arm of the esteemed pastor, 
Andrew Fuller, and cried, "Is there 
nothing again going to be done, sir?" 

His urgency roused Fuller to 
speak for the cause, and in re
sponse, the group passed a resolu
tion "that a plan be prepared 
against the next Ministers' Meeting 
at Kettering, for forming a Baptist 
Society for propagating the Gospel 
among the heathens ." Conse
quently, on October 2, 1792, the Bap
tist Missionary Society was organ
ized with 12 members and the mea
gre proceeds from an offering to 
begin the work. 

The man whom Baptist historian 
H.C. Vedder described as "d estined 
to do more than any other toward 
the regeneration of English Baptists, 
and to be an inspiration to all other 
Christians" was born in 1761. 
Raised an Anglican in an era when 
the established church still looked 
askance a t a ll "dissenters," William 
Carey was converted at age 17. 

Through study of the Bible, he 
became convinced of the truth of 
believers' baptism, and so the jour
neyman shoemaker was immersed 
on October 5, 1783, and joined the 
Baptists. In 1787, Carey accepted 
the pastorate of a little Baptist 
church, which was so poor that he 
found it necessary to work as a 
shoemaker in order to support his 
family. Yet he was determined to 
learn. Possessing a keen gift, the 
young pastor taught himself t~ read 
five languages in seven years, m
cluding Greek and Hebrew. 

Despite his own eagerness to be 
the first appointee of the new I~ 
formed Baptist Missionary Sooety, 
on January 9, 1793, Carey presented 
to the fourth meeting of the group 
John Thomas, a British surgeon 
w ho desired to return to Bengal as 
their representa tive. But .w~en . 
Thomas reported that m1ss10nanes 
could be largely self-supporting, 
Carey volunteered to accompany 

him. The Society commissioned the 
two that year. Because of the opposi
tion of the British Eas t India Com
pany, they established their work at 
the Dutch colony of Serampore, 
near Calcutta. 

In India, Carey put his language 
skills to work. Under his supervi
sion, his printing press published 
the Scriptures in 40 languages or di
alects spoken by a third of the peo
ple of the world. 

Although the learned societies of 

Baptist Missionary Society's 
first 200 years 

LONDON, ENGLAND (EBPS). 
Baptists throughout Europe expe
rienced a rare and beautiful mo
ment recently as they joined in a 
"Service of Thanksgiving" in Lon
don's Westmins ter Abbey. The 
special service on October 2, 1992, 
at 11 a.m. commemorated the 
200th anniversary of the founding 
of the Baptist Missionary Society. 

The Abbey was filled with 
Christian leaders and believers 
who had come from all over the 
world to London to participate in 
the event. The Society's "partner 
churches" were present in the 
Abbey, including the newest coun
try in which BMS is working, 
Albania. The others are Angola, 
Bangladesh, Belgium, Brazil, El 
Salvador, France, India, Italy, 
Jamaica, Nepal, Nicaragua, Sri 
Lanka, Thailand, Trinidad and 
Tobago, and Zaire. The presence 
of Baptist World Alliance leaders 
and the Baptist leaders from Euro
pean Baptist Unions added to the 
special meaning of the event. 

The Dean of Westminster Ab
bey welcomed the Baptists and 
emphasized that the Abbey regu
larly uses the large wooden lec
tern, presented to the Abbey by 
BMS in 1949. The famous words 
of William Carey, one of the foun
ders of BMS, are carved around 
the lectern. 

Europe recognized him as one of 
the greatest scholars of his age, 
Carey always remained a humble 
missionary. Yet, as historian 
Kenneth Scott Latourette noted, his 
work began "a new era in Protestant 
missions, not only in India, but also 
in the entire world ." 0 

Stan lei; f. Grenz, Pioneer MacDonald 
Chair, Carey Theological College, 
Vancouver, BC. 

Undoubtedly, few Baptists liv
ing in England in Carey's 18th cen
tury would ever have dreamed of 
a celebration of this magnitude on 
behalf of their tiny missionary 
society. On the other hand, 
Carey's words were courageous 
as well as prophetic: "Attempt 
great things for God; expect great 
things from God." British Baptists 
have certainly done that! 0 

Return to Kettering recalls 
humble beginnings 

KETTERING, ENGLAND 
(EBPS). It a ll began here in 1792, 
in a small town north of London. 
At that time, William Carey, who 
was to become the "Father of the 
Modern Missionary Movement," 
was still William Carey, the 
teacher-preacher-shoemaker. His 
missionary heart, burdened as it 
was for the unreached peoples of 
the earth, influenced 13 men. To
gether, they covenanted to. esta~
lish what became the Baptist Mis
sionary Society (BMS). Their ini
tial "investment" in missions was 
exactly 13 Pounds, 2 Schillings, 
and 6 Pence. 

Two hundred years la ter, on 
October 2, 1992, 500 Baptis ts re
turned to Kettering to celebrate as 
a family those humble beginnings. 
The banners of 17 nations which 
hung from the balcony around the 
auditorium represented countr ies 
where BMS has work. 0 
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• oices 
A Look at the Choices Facing Today's Youth 

by Jim Reapsome 

T eens see not onl_y intem~tiona l 
dilemmas begging solutions, 

but also problems closer to home: 
unemployment, fa mily breakdown, 
their parent's mid-life crises, and 
corruption in government and busi
ness. They see people hurting 
deeply because of divorce, abuse, 
poverty, and economic d islocation. 
They fea r that today's auto worker 
being replaced by a robot could be 
one of them in the future being 
knocked out of a job by the next 
generation of scientific discoveries. 

Education and a Career 
Life's big decisions are being 

forced on youth at a time when they 
feel it's unfair for them to choose. 
But once they enter the fast lane in 
high school, they must choose 
courses and majors that will set the 
direction of their future education 
and careers. Even with the help of 
computers to sort out options, stu
dents are baffled simply because the 
world offers them a bewildering 
array of choices. 

After high school comes even 
more frightening questions . If col-
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lege, which one? How can I pay for 
it? If my parents can't afford to 
help, how will I be able to repay the 
loans? If not college, what kind of 
work? What about the military? 
What about full-time Christian 
service? 

Many college-bound, high school 
seniors are torn between picking a 
Christian college or a s tate univer
sity. They hear conflicting advice at 
home and at church . Somehow, the 
pastor's sermons on guida nce and 
finding God's will make it sound 
much simpler than it really is. Well
meaning ad ults nudge them to be 
sure they know God's will. Mean
while, prevailing cul ture tells them 
to aim for the most prestig ious 
school and to choose a ca reer that 
will bring the highest financial re
wards and social status. 

Choosing a Life Partn er 
You th surveys tell us that the 

vast majority of teens anticipate 
marriage, and they think of it as a 
lasting commitment. On the other 
hand , perhaps half of them have al
ready lived through their parents' 
divorces. 

I overheard two girls talking in a 
college snack shop . One was ad -

monishing the other to be sure to 
get her degree and good job experi
ence before getting married, be
cau se divorce was sure to follow, 
and she would then be able to make 
it on her own. Sta tis tically, she was 
right. 

Although teenagers tell poll-tak
ers that they believe marriage 
should last, deep d own they are 
practical enough to know tha t the 
chances for tha t happ ening are slim. 
They know there is an esca pe 
ha tch-divorce-which carries with 
it little, if any, social disapproval. 

Daily Mora l Choices 
All teens feel tension about mak

ing choices that they know w ill af
fect their fu tures. They also worry 
about choices that they must m ake 
every day. 

Sex. The choice to absta in must 
be made aga inst a tida l wave of 
pressure to enjoy sexual g ra tifica 
tion now, rather than wa iting until 
marriage. 

Why is this choice so hard? For 
one thing, teens see the phoniness 
o~ ~dults w ho pay lip service to tra
~1tional prohibitions agains t fornica
tion and ad ultery but fail to live up 
to them. 

----

Another reason is peer pressure. 
Loan Lipsitz, director of the Center 
for Early Ad olescence, gives these 
statistics for unmarried teenagers: 
12 percent of 13-year-old males and 
two percent of 13-year-old females 
are sexually active. The percentage 
increases each year so that by age 
18, 70 percent of the males and 52 
percent of the females are sexually 
active (Co111111011 Focus, Vol. 6, No 1, 
1985, p.2). In many cases, a young 
person w ho does not have sex feels 
like a social pariah. 

The ad vertising and entertain
ment worlds also drive home pow
erful sexua l messages. This constant 
stimulation makes it more difficult 
for young people to control their 
sexual urges. It also confuses their 
sense of va lues by glorifying prom
iscuity.Homosexual-rights groups 
make strong pitches to teenagers. 

They advertise hot lines that tell 
teens to shop around and experi
ment with a number of sexual part
ners. Many teens face honest doubts 
about their own sexuality, and the 
drift into homosexual liaisons is 
made easier by society's increasing 
acceptance of homosexuality as a 
normal human condition. 

Drugs and Alcohol. A confusing 
array of choices confronts teenagers 
w ith regard to drugs and alcohol. 
Surveys show that overall u se of 
marijuana by teenagers has d e
clined slightly, but their use of co
caine has increased slightly. 

Teen drinking, because of its link 
with traffic fatalities, has aroused 
nationwide concern. To choose not 
to drink is tough, in some cases be-

~-·-----· --·----

cause parents approve of drinking 
as an acceptable alternative to 
drugs. 

Entertainment. Some social scien
tists say that the strongest influence 
on teen choices arrives out of the en
tertainment world: Movies, music, 
television, and magazines. For ex
ample, pop singer Michael Jack
son's a ttire was seen in every high 
school in America at the height of 
his popularity. 

Movie producers have hit the 
jackpot with films pandering to the 
lowest side of life. While the pub
lic's boundaries of decency have 
been plundered by the entertain
ment world, the church es by and 
large have remained silent. Teens 
know that the rating system for 
m ovies is rarely enforced at the box 
o ffice. 

Teenagers need and appreciate 
guidance about the Biblical princi
ples and values that underlie w ise 
entertainment choices. But add ing 
to the complexity of those choices is 
the fact that families within the 
same church often hold d ifferent 
standards about what is acceptable 
entertainment. 

Th e Choice to Live or Die 
Inextricably entwined with every 

decision teens have to make is the 
choice to live or d ie. 

Brian Hiemer came from a good, 
rural family. H e had a 3.3 grade 
p oint average. He was a starter for 
the University of Nebraska football 
team . The day before fa ll practice 
was to start, he shot himself to 
death on his father's farm . 

Every year about 5,000 teenagers 
choose to die. That's triple the sui
cide rate for teens 30 years a go. Why 
this rise? Terrorist suicide bomb
ings, mass starvation- to say noth
ing of television's consistent por
trayal of people being "blown away" 
- cause today's youth to wonder 
w hether or not the world is a fit 

(co11ti11 ued 011 pnse 30) 
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by Don Mashburn 

I f we w ere living during the time 
of Jesus, I wonder, to how many 
of us, would God have a llowed 

Angels to proclaim Jesus' birth. Or, 
would you and I have been allow ed 
to see and unders tand wha t the 
strange s ta r in the eastern sky 
meant? 

I wonder how many of us would 
have actually left our sheep out on 
the cold hillside and "go to Bethle
hem then, and see this thing ... that 
the Lord has made known to us." 

I w onder, would you and I have 
traveled the grea t distances as the 
wisem en, even at the risk of life that 
they could have faced? 

I wonder, if you and I lived then, 
would we have been any thing like 
Simeon or Anna who took time to 
see the child and make public praise 
to God for sending His Savior? 

I wonder, would we have s tayed 
with the sheep, because we knew 
that we had work to do and tha t 
sheep need us to tend them . 

As wisemen, pe rhaps we would 
have known tha t we were supposed 
to attend fa ithfully to our wiseman 

duties and no t go traveling to who 
knows where! Maybe we w o uld ex
cuse the trip by s imply s ta ting, "We 
are not used to doing things like 
tha t!" Perhap s, w e would have been 
too shy. Maybe we would have 
been too proper to display in public 
our excitemen t and love for Jesus 
like Simeon and Anna . 

I wonder how you and I w o uld 
ha ve acted way back then? 

I suspect that we would have 
acted back then pretty much like we 
act now! Our treatment toward 
Jes us b~ck .n~en would be pretty 
much like It IS now. Most like ly, w e 
would have not been a ny m ore o r 
less faithful back then than we are 
now. Our love and actions w o uld 
be just like it will be toward Jesus 
this Christmas! 

So I wonder, if you and I lived 
w hen Jesus was born, would we 
have left our sheep on tha t hills ide? 
Would we have fo llow ed tha t s ta r? 
I wond er. 0 

The Re~. Don Mashburn is pastor of 
Greenvme Baptist Ch urch, Burton, TX. 

It's a bird, it's a plane, 
no it's McPastor! 
ff oday one has to be m ore 

creative and approachable 
to m ake an impact w ith 

the non-Christians a round them," 
states Jim Calamunce, pastor of 
Wa lnut Grove Baptis t Church in 
Langley, BC. "No, please, don't get 
m e w rong-the them e of evange
lism is s till the same!" 

In his book, Disciples Are Made 
Not Born, Walter A. Henrichsen 
s ta tes the theme very simply. He 
says the chief objective of evange
lism is to "populate heaven and d e
popula te hell." More importantly, 
he s ta tes tha t "in evangelism the 
Chris tian' s pacesetter is none other 
than the Lord Jesus Himself." H ow 
true! 

When we look a t Jesus and His 
style o f a pproaching the unsaved , 
on e sees tha t His approach was 
radically creative. It did o ffend the 
religiou s lead ers, but He s ure go t 
throug h to the w inebibbers, the 
prostitutes, the socia l outcasts, the 
rich tax collecto rs, and even to the 
"w orking Joe or Jane" on the s treet. 
Throug h a ll o f this, Jesus spent time 
investing His life in the unsaved as 
w ell as the saved . 

Recently, Pastor Jim Cala munce 
was dubbed w ith the title "Mc
Pasto r ." Initia lly, it cam e from his 
involvem ent w ith a video renta l 
d eal the local McDonalds had with 
a ne ig hboring v ideo s tore. Cala
munce a pproached the m anager of 
the M cDonalds to consider drop
ping the o ffer becau se of the store 
s tocking adult v ideos, which are 
highly explicit in all types of 
vulgarities . 

"I cha llenged him to drop the 
p rom o tion and 'm ake a statement 
for the fa mily,"' says Calamunce. 

"The ma nager called m e the next 
day and told m e that the second . 
hig hest executive for McDo nalds m 
British Columbia had instructed 
them to drop the pro m otion. Then 

the title stuck when I 'fanned' the 
flame w ith my desire to meet folks 
at McDonalds for coffee and con
versation. After having m eetings 
there for one and a half years, I 
have come to know the staff quite 
well. I have d eveloped a good 
rela tionship with five to six front 
counter workers and two managers 
w ho are a ll unsaved ." 

One day, one of the employees 
asked Calamunce to work the 
counter on a special d ay called 
"McHappy Days." "So for charity 
and the Lord, I worked the counter 
w ith other dignita ries from the 
community," says Calamunce. 

Evangelism is m ore than know-

Jim Calamunce is dubbed "McPastor." 

ing the "Four Spiritua l Laws," the 
Rom ans Road , or going d oor-to
d oor. As Paul says, "To the w eak I 
became as weak, that I might gain 
the weak: I am made a ll things to a ll 
m en, so tha t I might by all m eans 
save som e" (I Corinthians 9:22). 

"If just one person, who cam e to 
know me as 'McPastor,' will one 
day come to know Jesu s Christ as 
their 'McShepherd,' it will cause m e 
to be eternally 'McH appy' !" says 
Calamunce. 0 

We Get Back to the Basics 

While remammg on the cutting ed ge of theological 
education, North American Baptis t Seminary brings 
students back to the basics. The Word of God is at the heart 
of minish·y training at N.A.B.S. and the Seminary upholds 
the N.A.B. Conference Statement of Faith. 

ti: 
NORTH AMERICAN 
BAPTIST SEMINARY 

132 I Wesc 22nd Sc. 
Sioux Falls, SD 57 105 

605/336-6588 
Preparing persons for minis try since 1858. 
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A Wedding, a Baptism, 
a Child Dedication . 

Weddings, baptisms, 
dedications of children, and 
church picnics are part of 
the life of a local church. 
Few of us, however, have 
experienced all of this in one 
afternoon, but Cascade 
Baptist Fellowship, the 
newest church plant of 
the Pacific Northwest 
Association, did on 
August 30. 
The story of Chris and 
Steve is a story that 
illustrates how God uses 
many people in the lives of 
each of us. It illustrates the 
importance of church 
planting, but most of all, it 
illustrates the grace and 
power of our God. 
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by Larry Neufeld 

Bruce Terry had a burden for 
his niece Chris who lived in 
the Federal Way, Washing

ton, area. Bruce had moved from 
Missoula, Montana, where he was 
involved with Bethel Baptist 
Church, an N.A.B. Conference 
church. After moving to Puyallup 
~ashington, he became part of a ' 
five-year-old N.A.B. Conference 
church plant, Christ Community 
Baptist with Gordon Bausla ugh as 
pastor. 

Chris'. his niece, was 21 and had 
three child ren. She lived with St 
also 21, for almost five years; thee;'e, 
had never married. 

Both Steve and Chris had mini
mal background in Christianity but 
they were_ willing to vis it Christ' 
Community Baptist Church with 
Unc!~ Br~ce. Clearly, the Spirit was 
working m their lives, but Puyallu 
was a long way to go to ch h p 

. II urc -es-
pec1a y with three small h.ld C . c c 1 ren 

hns heard about a new h 1. 

t t. . c urc 1 
s ar mg m Federal Way d k 

c an as ed 
Pastor Bauslaugh about it. He called 
me, as the pastor of this new chu h 
Cascad e Baptist Fellowship. The re ' 
next day I invited Chris and Steve 
to ou r home Bible study. 

Two ~ays la ter, they s tood at m 
door, children in hand, anxious toy 
hear what we had to offer We 

. · we~ 
studying the early church in Acts 
. S~eve's first question was "Wh~ 
is this Paul guy?" We shared a b.t f 
the life ~f Pa ul and talked about th~ 
convers_1on and the resurrection of 
Jesus. Filled with questions St , eve 

• 

.. .... 
~ · 

asked every thing from the complex
ity of the Trinity to the m ost basic 
meaning of the Gospel. 

I'm sure only God knows w hen 
they accepted Christ, but I' ll never 
forget the evening Steve prayed his 
first prayer out loud: "God, I Jove 
you, thank you, Amen." They 
showed up every week for Bible 
study, a ttended worship, a nd called 
or stop ped by with questions sev
eral times during the week. Steve 
was so excited w hen he received his 
firs t Bible. (A cnse of Bibles had bee/I 
given to us by the Sunday School of 
Timberline Baptist Church, Lacey, 
Washington). 

The study of Acts ra ised the issue 
of baptism in a natural way, and 
Steve and Chris were convinced 
that baptism was the next s tep. We 
set the date for ou r Church p icnic to 
be held at American Lake at the 
home of our Association Chu rch 

• All in One Day! 

Extension Chair, Paul Stolz. 
A few days later, Chris called 

and said that she knew that she 
didn' t have to get everything 
straightened out in her life to be 
baptized. But to get baptized w hen 
she knew that she a nd Steve were 
not m arried a nd should be married 
d id not seem right to her. 

Later in the week, I talked to the 
two of them. Yes, they wanted to 
get ma rried , but they were barely 
surviv ing fina ncially. The question: 
How could they ever afford a wed
ding? 

I confidently encouraged them 
no t to worry. We could take care of 
all the de ta ils-which meant I was 
sure my w ife could handle it. M_y 
wife a ltered one of my suits to fit . 
Steve, and Chris borrowed a beauti
ful wedding dress. Several chipped 
in to buy the cake a nd what could 

' Id be better for a reception than an ° -
fashioned church potluck? Steve 
bought a ring, and we were ready. 

The big d ay was August 30. The 
setting in the Stolzs' backyard was 

· fu l beautiful, as well as the meamng 
music shared by those who had 
been d iscipling Chris and Ste~e. 
During the vows the three child ren 

, d 
cam e forward, and we dedicate 
the m to the Lo rd. d 

After the wed d ing, we change 
into swimsuits and headed down to 
the lake. There Steve and Chris 
shared w ha t Jesus Christ had d one 
for them, and with joy, I baptized 
them. 

. d ·th water The reception starte w1 
skiing. After en1·oying the potlu~k, 

d .. d n the bride a nd g room ha a 11 e 1 

Stolz's plane over the city of Seattle. 
Chris asked me, "Why are all 

these people doing all of these 
things for us? We can never repay 

them." . . 
What a joy to tell her that 1t 1s our 

joy to give, because of all that God 
has done for us. . 

Cost of living in our area 1s very 
high. Steve and Chris are deter
mined to make it w ithout welfare . 

F them this means a move back or , 
1 

. 
to Montana. In many ways ettu~g 
them go has been as hard as lettmg 

chl.Jdren leave home. They my own 
a re so new in their fai th, but they 

determined to grow. Pray for are 
them. . 

Thanks Bruce for canng about 

your niece · ·· . 
Thanks Christ Comrnurnty 

Baptist Church an~ Pastor Gordon 
Bauslaugh for shan ng so 

lovingly··· . 
Thanks Cascade Baptist Fellow~ 

ship for your patience, love, and giv
ing to Chris and Steve ... 

Thanks to the N.A.B. Conference 
for aggressively doing church plant-

ing.. . G d h 
Most of all thanks b~ to o w o 

ave His Son Jesus Ch~1st and for 
g . ·iege that He gives us to be the pnv1 
used by Him. 0 

The Rev. Larry 
Neufeld serves as 
cl111rc/1 pla11ter of 
Cascade Baptist 
Fellowship in 
Federal Way, WA. 
This 11ew ministry 
began i11 1992. 

Name That 
Church! 

O ur N.A.B. Conference Heritage 
Commission has many unidenti

fied photos. If you can identify a 
photo, please send us another picture, 
present address, and historical data. 
Refer to the code number of this pic
ture. Send your answers to N.A.B. Her
itage Commission, 1605 S. Euclid Ave., 
Sioux Falls, SD 57105. We would love 
to hear from you. 

Thanks to those who identified 
photo 15, September 1992 issue, as 
Anamoose Baptist Church in North 
Dakota (Rev. A. Bibelltei111er), and photo 
16, October 1992 issue, as a former 
building of First Baptist Church, Au
burn, MI (Mrs. Ruth Braun and Dr. G.K. 
Zi111111erman ). 
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Influencing Canada 
tfj m s church leaders attempt men ts. Even the socialist govern-

i 
I 

I 

~ to make sense of the men ts of Saskatchew:an and ~ritish 
~ changing world and then Columbia (the NOP m Ontano 

surrounding community, they often budget, 1991) are showing signs of 0 
relate the gospel to the showed little restraint in their first 

ask, "What are the important trends being more conservative fisca lly 
to watch?" This is the last of a than their "conserva tive" predeces-' t two-part series on factors we face. sors. Ideology may no longer rule. 

Survival will. u 
~ 
~ 
~ 
0 

Economic Conservatism 
Is Taking Hold 

Recall the money moguls of the 
1980s: Donald Trump and Taj 
Mahal, Michael Milken and Drexel 
Burnham Lambert Inc., a nd Robert 
Campeau's Bloomingdale's. The 
free-spending days of the '80s are 
gone. Today, the operative word is 
survival. Companies are not secure. 
Keeping your job until retirement is 
not guaranteed. 

As the working population ages 
and a larger percentage looks to 
retirement, watch for a more conser
vative attitude toward consumer 
sp ending. The YUPPIES are now • t•••111ii the GRUMPIES: GRown-Up Mature 

• \ Professionals. They are cutting back 
on consumption and thinking more 
about saving for the future. This 
will also influence the way people 
give to charity, as The Toronto Star 
reported in March 1992. How w ill 
that affect the church? As church 
membership ages and younger peo
ple assume the leadership, the over
all giving may drop if those taking 
over have not been raised on the 
principle of the tithe. 

As well, there will be more care
ful selection as to who will receive 
t~e monies. For many the assump
~1on that the local churc.~ is the only 
storehouse of the Lord is no 

longer a utomatic. The local church 
may be forced to justify why it 
should be the recipient over other 
groups who have s pecialized forms 
of ministry. 

On the political side, the appear
ance of new parties can be in part at
tributed to taxation angst. 

The rising mood of ta x revolt is 
becoming more obvious to govern-

Homosexuality and Lesbianism 
Have a Strategic Agenda 

Since the Gay Liberation move
ment of the '60s, the p olitical 
strength of homosexuals and lesbi
ans has grown enormous ly. They 
have ta rgeted specific laws and the 
work place to ensure that their 
rights are not viola ted . 

Witness the pressure exerted o~ 
Justice Minister Kim Campbell tom
clude "sexual orienta tion" in the 
Human Rights Act; provincial g~v
ernments have passed "sexual orien
tation" laws in their human rights 
codes; the recent CRTC regula tions 
have put a chill on even expressing 
negative views on homosexuality 
and lesbianism in the media. 

Increasingly, employers, includ
ing religious groups, w ill be under 
pressure to not exclude people from 
employment on the basis of sexual 
orientation. 

In the church, more a nd more 
people will identify their sexual 
preferences, and that w ill no t be 
confined to mainline churches. 

Evangelicals will continue to as
s~rt their theological view tha t th~ 
Bible portrays homosexuality as sin, 
but what will we do in response to 
the needs of people and the in
c~eas~d _civi l requirem ents not to 
d1scrunmate? This will be an enor
mous challenge to u s, bo th in term s 
of our ability to minister C hris t a nd 
t~ live in a world increasingly for
eign to biblical norms. 

The End of the World 
Is Anticipated 

' ·-·--·-· -- - --- ... ---

It seems to happen a t the turn of 
each century. Fascination with the 
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PART II 

"end of the age" is especially hyped 
when the end of a century includes 
the end of a millennium. 

Over the next few years, there 
will be a flurry of books, films, self
proclaimed messiahs, a nd formulas 
for the return of Christ. And of all 
people, evangelicals are most 
vulnerable. 

But this phenomenon is not ex
clusive to Christians. Members of 
the ultra-orthodox Jewish Hasidic 
m ovement recently erected bill
boards in Israel crying out, "Prepare 
for the coming of the messiah." 
They further suggest that they 
know who it is: Rabbi Menachem 
Mendel Schneerson, age 89, of 
Brooklyn, NY. 

As we look for Ch rist's return, 
being reminded that His coming is 
our purifying hope (I John 3:3), the 
challenge is that we not be trapped 
by those who promote their "bibli
cally founded" formu las, trading on 
our cultura l preoccupation with pre
dicting the future. Jesu s said that 
only the Father knows the day. Best 
we leave the setting of dates alone. 

Sexually Explicit Material 
Proliferates in the Media 

The CBC, in a nnouncing the 1992 
fall schedule, said it will move the 
news and Journal time from 10 p.m. 
to 9 p .m . A nd what will they run 
after 10 p .m .? Adult movies. The 
problem for CBC is that they have 
not been able to air some of their 
shows because of "family hour" con
straints. This change in schedule 
gives them the argument they w_ant: 
children are not watching. That is 
not the case, but wa tch for their use 
of that argument. . . 

A direct broadcast satellite will 
soon be launched , flooding our air 
waves w ith up to 100 channels, 
which w ill op en the d oor further for 
"blue" movies. 

Karen Pascal, producer of The 
Stiller Report, said that a t a Toronto 
Trade Forum in the late 1980s, cele
bra ted director Stephen Frears told 

the conference that he wanted to get 
as much "filth and anarchy" on the 
screen as possible. 

We have before us the opportu
nity to produce materials and to 
take advantage of means of carry
ing alternative programs. 

The Courts Are Defining 
Our Rights and Freedoms 

Since Pierre Trudeau introduced 
The Charter of Rights and Free
d oms in 1982, Canada has been 
highly Americanized by giving the 
courts the task of focusing more on 
individual rights. Accordingly, the_ 
court is now called to rule on a v~r~
ety of cases. For e_xample,_ the defm1-
tion of religious liberty will be deter
mined by court cha llenge~ .. 

Evangelicals have trad1tionall~ 
been uncomfortable about enga~ing 
in the courts. There is a substa~t1al 
difference, however, between fight
ing your neighbor in cour~ and 
being present in court to fight for 
certain rights. . 

For the evangelical community 
to be absent means the _c~~rts may 
have no one giving d efinition of 
Christian values. 

Local Church Styles Are Changing 
As the baby boomers (thos~ born 

between 1946 and 1965) exe~c1se 
greater influence in church _hfe, 
their interests are reflected in the 
shaping of our churches. . 

Younger past?rs are sh~:Vmg 
interest in what is ~ubbed _seeker 
sensitive" programing. Their con~ 

·s to make the Sunday mommg cern 1 . f 
·ce sensitive to the mterests o serv1 1 f" . 

nonchurch a ttende_rs as t 1e irs t in 
series of steps to introduce un

~hurched people to Christ and then 
into discipleship. . 

We have learned that Canadians 
are not mad at God . The challenge 
. to construct a threshold to church 
~sttendance, which is not culturally 
so high that it w ill keep peopl~ 

t Yet a t the same time be faithful 
OU ' . t) 
to Christ, who for some is 1e 
stumbling stone. 

There Is a Renaissance of 
Evangelical Activism 

Just a few years ago, the very 
idea of evangelicals being involved 
in public issues was almost unhe~rd 
of. Quickly, and in some cases w ith 
amazing strength, this is changing. 
Abortion was a galvanizing issue of 
many evangelicals. Traditionally, 
pro-life groups were led by R<:>man 
Catholics. Now more evangelicals 
are involved. 

The increased presence of the 
Focus on the Family- although 
head ed by American James Dob
son-by their Canadian radio pro
gram and publications calls for ax: 
increased Christian involvement m 
public issues. 

The public "moral" issues 
agenda, w hich has been the prime 
focus of evangelicals, will branch 
out to include other public policy 
issues of rights, education, aborigi
nals, illiteracy, and the environ
ment. Groups such as the Chris tian 
Legal Fellowship and the EFC's 
Social Action Comnussion are two 
examples of national activists. 

As a changing world calls us to 
be flexible in responding to varyin g 
needs, the challenge for those of the 
Jesus way is hold to the unchange
able while living out the flesh and 
blood reality of the Christ of Cal
vary. I offer these issues with the 
suggestion that you make these, 
along with others you w ill list, an 
agenda for your board meeting, 
Sunday school class, or prayer 
group. And then ask, "What is the 
Spirit of God saying to us about the 
needs of our people?" 0 

Brian C. Stiller is Executive Director 
of the Evangelical Fellowship of 
Canada. Reprinted by perll'l ission 
from "Sundin/ " (second and third 
quarter, 1992), Eva 11gelical Fellowship 
of Canada, Willowdale, ON. 
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The cushion covers are too large! 
by Dale Hufnagel 

& 
This morning God re
minded me that He lives 
and that He is my Rock! 
He proved it. I had the 

joy of leading Marthe, my first 
Bamileke (people in my province), 
to the Lord. 

Marcy and I d ecided to redo our 
furniture cushions, so we bought 
material. Very hesitantly, we asked 
a lady in the market to cut and sew 
the cushion covers. 

We neglected to wash the mate
rial beforehand. As a result, the fin
ished product was more than a dis
appointment. The covers were in
credibly large. 

I went back to the seamstress to 
express our discontent. As I did so, 
I thought that for sure all chance of 
reaching her for Christ was lost. 
Then we washed the material. What 
a shock to discover that things were 
not so bad after a ll. So, back I went 
to tell her things had improved , 
hoping to regain a bit of rapport. 

Our God lives! That lady, Mar
the, was prepared by God to ask me 
if I was a pastor and ii I could tell 
her how to find God. Needless to 

18 BAPTIST H ERALD 

Dale Hufnage l 

say, I jumped at the opportunity. 
Our God lives, and He knows just 
when to demonstrate it. 0 

The Rev. Dale and Mnrcy Hufnngel 
serve in Bafoussam, Cameroon, and 
seek to plant n Baptist Church 
among French-speaking people. 

Blind student 
preaches 
by Helen Marie Schmidt 

& 
"God has been very 
faithful," says H elen 
Marie Schmidt, mis
s ionary m edical doctor 

serving in Cameroon. "Praise 
God for the ministry of the Cam
eroon Baptist Convention School 
for the Blind in Banso. Its educa
tional opportunities op en a new 
world for the blind who are able 
to atten d." 

Recently, Daniel Chiamba h, a 
fourth-year student a t Govern
ment High School in Kumba, 
preached the sermon a t the 
Kumba Baptis t Church." . . . a 
beautiful sermon, very well pre
sented ," says H elen Marie. "Most 
p eople listening would n ot know 
tha t Daniel is blind." 

Daniel attended the Camer
oon Baptist Con vention Inter
gra ted School for the Blind from 
class four through seven of pri
mary school and then entered 
secondary school. 

"One of the tutors from the 
School for the Blind helps Da niel 
with his lessons, transla tes 
exams into braille, and the 
braille answers back to Eng lish 
for the teachers a t the Govern
ment High School. Daniel is con
sis tently one of the top students 
in his class," says Schmidt. "I am 
grateful for the opportunity God 
gave me to have a small part in 
laying the foundation for the 
School for the Blind." 0 

Hogs help fund project in Philippines 
by Gregg Evans 

Gregg Evnns 

6 
Batang Bible Community 
is raising hogs for their 
land & building project. 
Financially sp eaking, the 

hog-ra ising isn ' t necessary as our 
N .A.B. Conference supporters have 
a lready raised plenty of money for 
land and building in Batang, but if 
we don't see to it tha t the BBC mem
bers m ake their own significant 

contribution, they will, conse
quently, never have real ownership 
of the land or building. We really 
seek your prayer partnership in the 
hog-raising. 

Pigs are a funny sort o f thing to 
be praying about, but there's more 
a t stake here than just pigs. BBC's 
resolve, unity, and cooperation in 
this project could become a great 
witness to the whole conununity; 
or the project itself could become a 
source of jealousy and bitterness 

Parents brought to God through tragedy 
by Doug Woyke 

Th eir only child, a daugh
ter, age 13, killed in a traf
fic accident in July 1991. 
The parents: Mr. and 

Mrs. Yamaha ta of Japan . 

Missionaries Doug and Sharon 
Woyke met the Yamahatas in Au
gust at H eijo Christian Church. The 
Woykes had just returned from the 
U.S.A. to missionary service in 
Japan. Mrs. Yamahata had been a 
former English stud ent of Sharon's. 

"When we saw them again on 
Sunday, September 6, they had 
started baptism classes with Pas tor 
Aoki. All the prayers for their salva
tion have been answered! Praise the 
Lord!" states Doug. 

On that Sunday, Mr. Yamaha ta 
told how the Lord had "softened" 
his feelings toward the young ITtan 
who had ki lled his daughter. "He 
considers tha t a miracle!" says 
Doug. "He said that he has not done 
anything to worsen his relationship 
with that young man by 

among members, ~urting the 
church and its testimony. 

By the way, the m o_ney y~u've 
given for land_ and building m 
Ba tang wil~ still be u~ed for that pur
pose, but since BBC is raising funds 
as well, we' ll be able to use som e of 
your su pport for land and building 
at the next church plant. O 

The Rev. Gregg Evnns is nn N.A.B. 
Conference missionary serving in the 
Philippines. 

trying to get even, Which, he said, 
would have been his natural 
inclination had he no t met Jesus 
Christ! This is also a miracle! Praise 
be to God who has brought the 
Ya1nahatas to H imself through trag
edy!" 

Even though Mr. Yamahata had 
only met the Woykes in August, he 
felt they were ~~ot strangers . "For a 
Japanese man, says Doug "this is 

. 'Wl I also a muacle. . 1at a joy to exp eri-
ence that in Chnst We are brothers 
and sisters! 

The Yamahatas took us to see 
their daughter 's gravestone 
(pictured) . . · a continual testimony 
that "when a kernel of wheat falls to 
the ground and d ies, it will bring 
~orthabundant fruit" (John 12:24 
mscnbed on the gravestone). 
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What Is the Perfect Schedule for 
Sunday Morning? 
by Lyle E. Schaller 

W hat is the perfect 
schedule for Sun
day morning? The 

answer: One that affirms 
e~ery value to w hich you 
~1ve a high priority and also 
is supportive of every goal 
you seek to achieve. 

The difficulty: Most Prot
est~nt congregations affirm a 
sen es of values and goals 
tha ~ are not mutually com
patible. An example is "We 
would_ like for everyone to 
worship together in the same 
place at the same hour, but 
we also want to offer choices 
to our people." 

Every schedule has both 
advantages and disadvan
tag~s. It is impossible to 
avoid the issue of trade-offs. 
This _can be illustrated by 
looking at six scenarios. 

• Sunday school followed 
by worship is probably the 
most widely used schedule 
today. Usually based on the 
assumption that people will 
attend_both Sunday school and 
worship, it often includes a 15-to-30 
minute period for fellowship 
between Sunday school and 
worship. It is ideal for the rela tively 
homogeneous, "We are one big 
family" church or for the 
high-commitment church that has 
sufficient faci lities to accommoda te 
everyone in a two-period sched ule 
a~~ still offer plenty of room for 
v1s1 tors. This schedule also enables 
all teachers to share in the corporate 
worshi p of God . 

The d isadvantages appear in the 
~ore ~1eterogeneous congrega tions 
m which people insist on choices in 
both the hour and the format for 
corporate worship, in those 
churches that do not have the space 
required to accommodate everyone 
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at the same hour, and in those high
commitment churches in which 
teachers in the children's division 
also covet the chance to participate 
in an adult Sunday school class. 

Because of limited space, a few 
congregations have expanded on 
this two-period schedule by offer
ing both worship and Sunday 
school at each hour. This ca n satisfy 
those who want a two-hour commi t
ment for both Sunday school a nd 
worship and those parents w ho 
want to be in worship while their 
children are in Sunday school. 

• Worship followed by Sunday 
school, while far less common 
offers most of the advantages ~nd 
disadvantages of the first scenario. 
The four big differences are 1) this 

satisfies those adults who do 
not attend Sunday school and 
prefer worship at an early 
hour in ord er to have the rest 
of the day free; 2) in general, 
it is more difficult to persuade 
people to "stay for Sunday 
school" than it is to persuad e 
them to "stay fo r church"; 3) 
it is ideal for the minis ter 
who enjoys teaching a "Ser
mon Feedback" adult class 
after worship; and 4) since 
first-time visitors tend to seek 
a worship service a t a later 
hour, it is not as "user 
friendly" for the church seek
ing fi rs t-time visi tors, but 
w hen visitors d o appear, this 
schedule makes it easier to 
lure the visitors into a 
Sunday school class. 

• Worship followed by 
Sunday sch ool followed by 
worship is the most popular 
scenario among those congre
gations that want to offer 
peop le the choice of worship 
followed by Su nday school 
or Sunday school followed 
by worship. 

It offers people a choice be
tween _two substantially d ifferent 
worship experiences with two d if
ferent kinds of music. With multiple 
staf~ co~gregations, that range of 
choices is expanded by scheduling 
two d ifferent preachers for 35 to 40 
Sund~y mornings every year. 

This scenario also wins su pport 
fr~n:' ad vocates for the teaching 
ministry if a 60-minute Sunday 
sc~ool period is scheduled in the 
1711ddle of a 75-to-90 minu te block of 
h~e between the end of the fi rst ser
vice and the begin ning of the sec
ond service. 

Com plaints about this scenario 
are 1) it does not enable teachers in 
the Sunday school to also partici
pa~e i:" an adult class; 2) m any 
buildings lack sufficient space to 

accommodate the size Sunday 
school this schedule can create; 3) if 
there is a shortage of parking, that 
too many adults worship at the first 
hour, a ttend Su nday school the sec
ond ho ur, and stand and talk with 
their friends following Sunday 
school. By the time they leave, it is 
too late for anyone else to utilize 
that pa rking space. 4) It "splits" the 
congrega tion into an "early-service 
crowd" and a "la te crowd "; 5) teach
ers object when children shift back 
and forth from o ne Sund ay school 
period to the other week after week. 

• The one-hour package was far 
more pop ular in the low-commit
ment churches of the 1960s and 
1_970s than it is today. By schedu
ling worship and Sunday school at 
the sam e hour, it is possible for 
parents to be in worship while their 
children a re in Sunday school. 

Eight objections to this scenario 
are 1) the teachers miss worship; 
2) children are ta ught worship is for 
adults; 3) it is unacceptable to par
ents w ho want to be in both wor
ship and Sunday school and also 
want their children to be in both; 
4) it is a high-cost scenario in terms 
of use of space; 5) the pastor cannot 
be involved in the Sunday school; 
6) the absence of adult classes 
~eaches children that Sunday school 
is for women and children; 7) it 
reduces the opportunities for infor
mal fellowsh ip; a nd 8) perhaps 
most significa nt, it nurtures a low
COm.mitment attitude. 

• The three-period scenario has 
been adopted by an increasing num
ber of congregations for Sunday 
morning with worship and at least 
one or two adult Sunday school 
classes at each hour plus a fu ll Sun
day school during the middle 
period. 

Advantages of this scenario are it 
1) enables teachers to be in an adult 
class at either the firs t or third hour, 
participate in corporate worship at 
the o ther end o f the morning, and 
also teach during the middle pe
riod; 2) can offer people a choice . 
from among three different "."orship 
experiences every Sunday-in 

many churches that may include 
two or three d ifferent preachers
with three d ifferent types of music; 
3) maximizes the use of space for 
the congregation that has ou tgrown 
the building; 4) is compatible with a 
high-commitment approach to min
istry; 5) by using two different 
preachers every Sunday, enables 
each of those two ministers to be in 
worship and also teach an adult 
class (or an adult class plus a new
member class on Sunday morning); 
6) is compatible with a self-image of 
a congregation of congregations, 
classes, organizations, choirs, cells, 
and circles; 7) encourages the crea
tion of a huge ministry of music 
with a variety of music groups, en
sembles, choirs, and choruses; 8) is 
compatible with_ the idea of offering 
three different lugh school classes, 
each designed to reach one ~r two 
slices of the teenage populat10n; 
9) meets the needs of those who re
side many miles aw~y and want to 
maximize the benefits of each round 
trip; 10) is compatible with that spe
cial vocal group that cannot agree 
on any acceptable eveni~g ~or re-_ 
hearsal so the compronuse is to smg 
at the first service and rehearse at 
the last hour (or vice versa); 11~ can 
be compatible with the ~oal of in
cluding a d iverse collect10n of peo
ple under th_e umbrell~ of one con
gregation with three different wor
ship experiences every Sunday 
morning; and 12) may allow perpet
uation of a "small ch~rch" atn_lO
sphere in each worsh1~ expene~ce. 

The strongest object_10n to th ~s 
three-period sche?ule 1s found m 
those high-comnutment congrega
tions determined to reach un
churched adults born after 1955. A 
crucial component of that stra~egy 
. the 75-to-100-minute worship ex-
1serience distinguishe? by contem-
p ry Christian music and a 40-to-
pora Tl. 
60-nunute teaching serr:"on. 11s 
scenario normally requires 18~-to-
200-minutes for two consecutive ser-

. While only a tiny percentage vices. 
00 

. 
of churches sched_ule 75-to-~ -nun-

s nday morning worsh1p expe-
ute u · fl · 1 . they are fa r more m uentia nences, d. d . t 
than their numbers woul m ica e, 
. rnany average between 500 since 

and 5,000 at each service. 
This fifth scenario also arouses lit

tle support from those who prefer a 
simpler, slower-paced Sund ay 
morning schedule, from those who 
want to encourage the "one big fam
ily" self-image, and from those who 
object to offering people a broad 
range of attractive choices. High
commitment churches also are dis
appointed to d iscover at least a few 
parents who attend worship while 
their children are in Sunday school 
and thus create the one-hour pack
age. 

A common variation of this sce
nario omits the worship service dur
ing the Sunday school hour, thus 
eliminating that one-hour package 
opportunity. A few congregations 
offer a full Sunday school schedule 
at two (or occasionally three) peri
ods. This usually is a product of 
rapid numerical growth and a short
age of meeting rooms. 

• The four-period schedule is 
related to the trend toward going to 
church earlier on Sunday morning. 
An increasing number of congrega
tions, especially in the Southwest, 
report their smallest crowd is at the 
last worship service on Sunday 
morning. More people are eating 
breakfast away from home. The 
other big factor is the rise in the 
demand for the teaching ministry. 
Add to this mixture, the sharp in
crease in the number of one-person 
and two-person households, and 
one result is the four-period 
schedule that begins with breakfast. 

The choir that sings at the 8:30 
a.m. service arrives shortly after 
seven to eat together, socialize, and 
leisurely make their way to the choir 
room. Another group of adults goes 
through the serving line and takes 
their trays to a classroom for a two
hour class. Others come to eat and 
socialize before going to that first 
worship experience. One or two 
committees or task forces come early 
to transact their work over break
fast. One of the fringe benefits is the 
increase in the size of the crowd at 
that first worship service. The rest 

(co11ti11t1ed on page 28 ) 
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Preparing for Christmas 
by Dorothy Ganoung 
Wheaton, IL 

N ow that Thanksgiving is 
past, Lord, I can start 
preparing for Christmas 

in earnest. It's been at the back of 
my mind for some weeks, but now 
Christmas is "front and center." 

There are gifts to be selected and 
purchased, decorations to be put 
up, guests to be invited , meals to be 
planned, baking to be done. It's a 
happy time, a busy time, a time of 
anticipation-and a time to be 
careful. I must be careful that all 
my preparations are not only outer, 
surface preparations .. . careful that 
You are not neglected ... careful to 
remember that the joy of Christmas 
is there only because You came. 

I like the way The Living Bible 
states Psalm 16:8-9: "I am always 
thinking of the Lord; and because 
he is so near, I need never to stum
ble or to fall. Heart, body, and soul 
are filled w ith joy." Lord, I need to 
read that every day, especially now 
in these busy days before Christmas. 
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I need to get into the habit of 
rising a little earlier to think about 
Your goodness and love, to read 
Your Word, to enjoy the joyful 
communion of prayer. I need to 
savor what You did within my 
heart, soul, and body w hen I was in 
the midst of troubles and trials. 
How near You always were and 
how wonderful was the peace and 
joy You gave, even when outward 
circumstances did n ot 
change. I learned so 
much about You during 
the hard times. I learned, 
too, not to fear them be
cause they w ill surely 
pass away. 

Paul wrote some 
words that I need to 
keep before me: "Don' t 
be selfish; don' t live to 
make a good impression 
on others. Be humble, 
thinking of others as 
better than yourself. 
Don't just think about 
your own affairs, but be 
interested in others, too, 
and in what they are 
d oing. Your atti tude 
should be the kind that 
was shown us by Jesus 
Christ" (Philippians 
2:3-5). 

Lord, don't let me 
ever get so busy w ith my 
own doing tha t I d on' t 
have time for others . Re
mind me to take time to 
listen, to ta lk, to touch, to 

. ·. ... 

help, to care; time to listen to the 
ones I work with, time to ta lk to my 
husband, my neighbors; time to 
touch that lonely friend; time to 
spend with that one facing hard 
times. 

Remind me often, Lord, of the 
emptiness of a selfish life and the 
fullness of a life tha t You have en
tered. That's what I'd like to g ive 
You again this year, Lord . . . my 

time ... my love ... 
me. Happy birthday, 
Lord! 0 

Making Adve11! 
Meaningful - ---~-: 
by Linda Weber· 
women's ministries director 

I f you ask adults to talk about 
Christmas, especi~l~y their most 
memorable or excitmg ones, 

usually they will relate the Christ
mases of their child hood. As chil
dren, I think, we were excited about 
Christmas for several reasons. 

We looked forward with anticipa
tion to Christmas. We anticipated 
what would be under the tree. We 
looked forward to d ecorating the 
tree an d the home. 

We were excited as we made our 
papier-mache g ifts at school. Th~ ex
citement of the preparntio11 and giv
ing of the g ifts s till s tands out in our 
minds. The excitem ent of plan111ng 
these secrets, knowing who was 
going to get w hat g ifts was unbe
lievable. And the excitement was 
contagious. 

There were the sights, sounds, and 
smells of Chris tmas: s inging carols; 
playing C hristmas music on the ste
reo; bright lig hts shining; decora~ed 
trees; homes w ith smells of goodies 
baking in the oven; the smell of 
f · · t . in the reshly cut pine. Part1cipa 1011 

church's Christmas program w ith 
music, candles, and drama mad e 
Christmas very special. 

We usually think of Advent as 
the time prio r to Christmas and 
Chris tmas as just the day. But all 
the above experiences were Advent 
as well as C hristmas experiences. 
You cannot have one w ithout the 
Other. 

· to Advent, the four weeks pnor 
Chris tmas, is w hen we get ready. 

. . Cl ·st child 111to again to receive the 1n 
our midst. It is a time of prepara-

·. >;;. 

tion, expectation, planning, anticipa
tion and excitement. 

One of the familiar customs of 

h h i. s the lighting of the can-the c urc h . 
dles in the Advent wreath. T e cir-
cular w reath reminds us that God 
has no beginning or end. God ~as 
before the world w~s; God was m 

. and God is with us now. 
Jes~~~e,re is a candle for each Sunday 

f Advent, reminding us of the way 
o h ged the darkness of ha-
Jesus c an f. 

d il into the light o JOY tred an ev · h 
The fifth candle is t e 

and love. . li hted on 
Christ candle and \s g that the 
Christmas Eve to s 1ow. 
light of Jesus has come mto the 

world. d a 
Advent can be obse~~ as 

h family or as individual fam
churc. . the home. H ere are some 
ily units m 
ideas to help you . 

Worship hip during Advent 
Sunday wors . a 

db special times. You m y 
shoul e f ilies participate as 

ant to have am f ·1 
w rshi leaders. Perhaps a anu_ y 
wo p 1 Advent candles as its 
can light t '1e the call to worship. 

mbers s 1are . 
me ·1 can be involved m 
Ano~hert;;::{ponsive reading, the 
leading d. a musical presen-
5 · ture rea mg, 
cnp . as ushers or greet-. or serv mg .. 

ta t10n, .d ·s to have families Another I ea i 
ers. 1 . family traditions of 
share t 1eir hi 

. tmas during the wors P· Chns 
t Sunday Even ings 

Advenl s you can set aside two Per 1ap 
t Sunday evenings to reme?"'-

Ad ven . nt of making Chns t-
ber the exoteme k 

'ft Meet together to ma e mas gi s. 

small gifts to be taken into the com
munity. Small banners, candles, and 
ornaments can be made by all par
ticipants . Be creative and u se the 
gifts of the people in the congrega
tion. On a second Advent Sunday 
evening, gather together for a time 
of Christmas caroling and gift giv
ing. The church members call on 
and sing to persons who are shu t
ins, friends of the church, or just 
friend s of members. At each stop, a 
special gift made during the previ
ous Advent Sunday evening is 
given to the family by the church. 

Devotional Booklets 
As a church, you may want to 

write your own Advent devotional 
book. This can be used by individu
a ls and families to help them pre
pare for the celebration of Christ
mas. These can be compiled by 
using selected devotional materials, 
or you may have people w ithin the 
church w rite the devotionals. They 
can be given out on the first Sunday 
of Advent. 

Home D evotions 
Home devotions around the 

Advent w reath can be an importan t 
aspect of preparation. Hig hlighting 
the use of the Advent devotionals, 
Advent wreaths, and cand les all 
helps stir up the expectation, 
excitement, and anticipation of 
Christmas. 0 
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Our Strategic Focus On The Biblical lmperati11es 

I 
COMMISSIONED TO WITNESS 

Praise God for people 
receiving Christ as 
Savior and for His 
growing church 

• CAROL STREAM, IL. The 
Rev. Timothy Walker bap
tized six people and wel
comed one couple into the 
fellowship of Cornerstone 
Baptist Church. 

• BEAUSEJOUR, MB. In
terim pastor Ed Mullis bap
tized three young ladies and 
one man a t Elim Baptist 
Church.-Daphne Keck 

• KYLE, TX. Blessings were 
experienced by the congrega
tion of Immanuel Baptist 
Church during a weekend in 
October. The Rev. Herman 
and Mrs. Ardath Effa minis
tered during revival and re
newal services. On the last 
evening of the services, the 
Rev. Robert Weiss baptized 
two students. - Esther 
Lengefeld 

• BLOOMINGDALE, IL. 
Pastor Jim Vyleta baptized 15 
people at Edgewater Commu
ni ty Church on Sunday morn
ing, November 1. Dunng the 
afternoon service, the congre
ga tion and visitors celebrated 
the merger of Tri-Communi ty 
Baptist Church of Elk Grove 
Village and Bloomingdale 
Baptist Church into Edge
water Community Church. 
Jim Vyleta is pastor. 

• WETASKIWIN, AB. The 
Rev. Richard Emilson bap
tized three people and wel
comed them into the member
ship of Calvary Baptist 
Church.-Minnie Knuenz 

• BEULAH, ND. The Rev. 
Terry Midki ff welcomed 
seven persons into the fellow
ship of Immanuel Baptist 
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Church in September, and in 
October, he baptized eight 
persons, who also joined the 
Church. -Ottillia Al/mer 

• CHANCELLOR, SD. The 
Rev. James Derman wel
comed seven people, three by 
baptism and four by testi
mony, into the membership 
of First Baptist Church in the 
past several months. 

Gordon Oeste, youth direc
tor, assists the young people 
as they meet in homes for 
midweek Bible study and 
prayer. - Ray DeNerii 

• LEDUC, AB. Temple Bap
tist Church welcomed two 
new members by testimony 
into the fellowship of the 
Church. The Rev. Gordon 
Denison is pastor. 
- Violet Fleck 

Tacoma church 
holds concert 

•TACOMA, WA. Calvary 
Baptist Church hosted a con
cert by Christian vocalist, 
Robyn Besemann, co-founder 
of LIFE aerobics. Besemann 
began a women's Bible study 
called H.E.R. (Homemakers 
Encouraged and Revived) 
and authored the book, 
When I Say Yes. The Rev. 
Don Burnett is pastor. 
-Earl Schadle 

McClusky church 
h ears Leverette, 
O lson, and Folkerts 

• MCCLUSKY, ND. Mc
Clusky, Mercer, and Good
rich Baptist Churches held a 
joint service at McClusky Bap
tist with Area Minister Jake 
Leverette speaking on "Ves
sels for the Master." 

Dr. John G. Olson, p resi
dent and executive director of 

Trans World Radio, spoke at 
McClusky Baptist Church's 
annual Harvest Fest. 

The Rev. Fred Folkerts, as
sociate director, N.A.B. Con
ference Missions Department, 
and Trudy Schatz, mission-

ary to Cameroon, were guest 
speakers at the Round Robin 
Missions Conference at 
McClusky Baptist Church. 
The Rev. Lester Buenning is 
pastor.-Marion Kirschman 

COMPELLED TO SERVE 

Sharon Glen 
sponsors health fair 

• WHEATON, IL. Sharon 
Glen, a Life-Care retirement 
community, under construc
tion, sponsored a free health 
fair, open to the public. In a 
continuing effort to keep 
health awareness at an opti
mum, Sharon Glen arranged 
for several area specialists to 
provide screenings and 
information. 

Surrey church reaches 
community with 
preschool program 

• SURREY, BC. Sunshine 
Ridge Baptist Church oper
ates a preschool p rogram for 
80 children. "Nearly half of 
the child ren come from non
churched families, making 
this project a viable outreach 
to the community," says 
Heid i Zindler, supervisor. 

In addition to classes, 
w hich include an emphasis 
on Bible tru ths, the children 
are taken o n field trips. As 
well, there are featured 
events to w hich the parents 
are invited, thus ensuring 
personal contact with the 
home. -Viola Pahl 

Sunshine Ridge 
seniors organize rally 

• SURREY, BC. Sunshine 
Ridge Baptist Church seniors' 
group organized an inter
church seniors' ra lly for nine 
N.A.B. Conference churches 
in the Lower Mainland. The 
Rev. Helmut Strauss led 
group singing, and the Rev. 
Richard Hohensee spoke. 

More than 200 registered 
for the noon luncheon, and 
the oldest senior present (age 
93) received a gift. Each 

church presented something 
special: poetry, harmonica 
music, skits, choir, or group 
songs. 

"It was noted that 
Ebenezer Baptist Church, 
Vancouver, was the 'mother' 
and 'grandmother' of a ll 
churches represented ," 
reports Viola Pahl. "It is 
hoped to make this type of 
ra lly an annual event. 

Eastern Association 
holds annual meeting 

• KITCHENER, ON. Central 
Baptist Church hosted the 
Eastern Associa tion meetings 
Sept. 25-27, 1992, for 20 d ele
gates from 20 churches ... 
Spea ki ng on the theme, Com
pelled to Serve," Dr. Tim.otl~y 
Starr sta ted: "Althoug h hfe 1s 
short and sinful, li fe w ill be 
significant for Christ w hen 
we walk humbly in partner
ship w ith God. 

Guests included Dr. Paul 
Siewert, president of N.A.B. 
College and Edmonton Bap
tist Seminary, who broad
ened our vision of the schools 
and their needs; Dr. John 
Binder, executive director of 
N.A.B. Conference, w ho 
shared Conference high
lights; and Mrs. Barbara . 
Binder, Baptist Herald edi
tor. The Reverends Fred 
Kahler and Michael Igo are 
the pastors of Central Baptist 
Church.- Kare11 Yahn 

Beulah church 
hears Priebe 

• BEULAH, ND. The Rev. 
Ken Priebe, missionary to 
Cameroon, was the guest 
speaker a t the Harvest 
Mission Fest at Immanuel 
Baptist Church. The Rev. 
Terry Midkiff is pastor. 
-Ottillia Al/mer 

Seniors mee t for 
fellowship and 
inspiration 

• HAMIL TON, ON. The 
senior citizens groups of 
Hamilton, Kitchener, St. 
Catharines, and Toronto 
Baptist Churches take turns 
hosting get-togethers once-a
month. (In the October issue, it 
was erroneously reported that 
this group was a se11 ior youth 
group.) 

Mission Baptist Church 
offers both a German and En
glish service, but the two con
gregations join together for a 
combined service at Thanks
giving, Christmas, New 
Year's Eve, and Easter. 

The Church's two choirs, 
one of mixed voices and the 
other of lad ies' voices, accom
panied by instruments sing 
in both languages for the two 
services. Their annual song
fest is an effective outreach 
for the Church.- /re11e Noack 

Miss ions W eek '92 h eld 
at Round Lak e church 

• GLADWIN, Ml. "How 
Can They Hear. .. ?" (Romans 
10:14) was the theme of Mis
sions Week '92 a t Round 
Lake Baptist Church. Amo ng 
the guest speakers were the 
Rev. Bud Fuchs, associa te d i
rector of missions, N.A.B. 
Conference; Mr. Kelly Bartels, 
Good News Camp, Gladwin; 
and the Rev. Jim Black, for
mer missionary to Nigeria. 
The Rev. Robert F. Brown is 
pastor. - fea11 furge11se11 

Pacific Northwest 
Association holds 
a nnual meeting 

•TACOMA, WA. One hun
dred seventy-nine people reg
istered for the Pacific North
west Associa tion sessions, 
hosted by Calva ry Baptist 
Church, Oct. 8-11 , 1992. Sev
enty-nine young people par
ticipated in the youth pro
gram supervised by the 
youth pastors. Fifteen 
churches o f the Association 
were rep resen ted as well as 
one soon to be recognized. 

The Rev. Jim Westgate, 
LINK Care Center, Fresno, 
CA; the Rev. Bud Fuchs, asso
ciate director, Missions De
partment, N.A.B. Conference; 
Dr. David Priestly, N.A.B. 
College, Edmonton, AB; and 
Area Minister Leroy Schauer 
served as guest speakers. 

The services Sunday in
cluded a g round breaking 
service in Puyallup, WA, for 
Christ Communi ty Baptist 
Church's build ing, where 
Gordon Bauslaugh is pastor. 

The Rev. Allan Stroh
schein, modera tor, presided 
over the business meetings. 
The Rev. Don Burnett is 
pastor at Calvary Baptist 
Church. -Earl Shadle 

Richter honored for 
25 years of service 

• NOKOMIS, SK. The 
women of Nokomis Baptist 
Church presented a plaque to 
Mary Richter for h~r 25 years 
as White Cross chair. John 
Richter, w ho passed away 
this year, and Mary h~ve 
been ded icated and faithful 
supporters of the N.A.B. 
Conference for many years. 

Napier Parkview church 
holds missions conference 

• BENTON HARBOR, Ml. 
"Missions Starts Here" was 
the theme of Napier Park
view Baptist Church's mis
sion conference, Oct. 8-11 , 
1992. 

The Rev. Herman Effa, 
missions d irector, N.A. B. 
Conference; Dr. Darrell and 
Mrs. Louise Champlin, mis
sionaries to Belgian Congo 
and Suriname; and the Rev. 
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Richard and Mrs. Karen Kai
ser, missionaries to Brazil, 
Chaplain Michael Rapp, and 
three former inmates from 
Berrien County Jail were the 
guest speakers. 

Posters and displays of all 
missionaries and mission 
agencies supported by the 
Church were exhibited. "In 
response to the closing mis
sionary challenge, a young 
couple with three children 
offered themselves for the 
Lord 's service," reports 
Florence Miller. The Rev. 
John Kaufield is pastor. 

Temple church 
holds annual 
Thanksgiving program 

• LEDUC, AB. Sunday, 
October 18, Temple Baptist 
Church held its annual 
Thanksgiving program with 
special music by the "King's 
Men," a message by Pastor 
Gordon Denison, and a 
turkey dinner. 

"Again, we went over our 
goal set for our offering," 
reports Violet Fleck. 

-
COMMITTED TO GIVE 

Youth raise money 
for church plant 

• RENTON, WA. "While we 
charge no fee for attendance 
at our summer VBS and Car
nival, we inform parents tha t 
an offering will be taken da ily 
to be sent to a missionary," 
says June Linstad, church 
clerk. The young people of 
Evergreen Baptist Church 
raised $294 for furnishings 
for the new building being 
constructed by Christ Com
munity Church, Puyallup, 
WA. A total of $300 was sent 
to the Puyallup congregation. 
The Rev. Phil Kirsch is pastor 
at Evergreen Baptist Church. 
- f 1111e Li11stad 

G ladwin church 
helps disas ter v ictims 

• GLADWIN, Ml. Round 
Lake Baptist Church desig
nated a portion of their Benev
olent Offering to the Salvation 
Army for a id to sou th Florida 
hurricane victims. The 
Church sent $510 from this of
fering. 

The WMF hosted a "House
hold Shower" for the Jim 
Sanders' family, who lost 
their home in a tornado. The 
Sanders' son, severely injured 
in the tornado, is recovering 
from his fifth surgery. The 
Rev. Robert F. Brow n is 
pastor. - fea 11f11rge11sen 

Anniversaries 1 

Mcintosh Church 
observes 75th anniversary 

• MCINTOSH, SD. First Bap
tist Church celebrated its 75th 
anniversary on October 4 
with 165 members, former 
pastors, and guests. Pastor 
Elmo Tahran, Jamestown, 
ND, spoke on "Marks of a 
Good Church." 

Former pastors a ttending 
were the Rev. and Mrs. Wal
ter H. Klempel, Bismarck, 
ND; the Rev. and Mrs. Wil
liam Collins, Superior, MT; 
and area minister, the Re\-. 
Herbert Schauer, and his wife. 

Also part of the celebra
tion were letters read by for
mer pastors unable to attend 
and special music. 
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A cake resembling the 
present church building was 
baked by Irene Schuh. The 
Rev. David Ling is the pastor. 
- Irene Schuh 

Grace Baptist 
celebrates 75 years 

•MEDICINE HAT, AB. 
Grace Baptist Church cele
brated their 75th anniversary, 
September 18-20, with former 
members, friends, and pas
tors. Former pastors partici
pating were the Rev. Gerhard 
Poschwatta, Irwin Kujat, 
Loren Weber, Robert Hoff
man, William Hoffman, B. 
Finley, and Wilfred Weick. 
Dr. Charles Littman, area 
minister gave the message. 
The Rev. Mario Giraldi is 
pastor. - Martha Anderst 

George Church 
celebrates centennial 

• GEORGE, IA. First Baptist 
Church celebrated its centen
nial on July 23-26, 1992, with 
the theme, "Celebrating 
God's Goodness." 

Beginning in 1991 and 
throughout the year, special 
events were held; two quilts 
were made; and a photo 
display of ancestors, former 
pastors, missionaries, present 
members, and activi ties of 
the Church was assembled 
and placed on a permanent 
display board. 

The congregation has its 
roots in the Ostfriesland area 
of Germany to which many 
of the present members can 
trace their famil ies. In the 
1890s, land was purchased 
for a cemetery. The church 
organized in 1892, meeting 
in homes and schoolhouses 
until 1894, when the first 
church building was con
structed. This building re
mained, with additions and 
improvements made over the 
years until 1968, when a new 
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building was constructed . 
After a translator was 

found to rewrite the early 
hand scripted German min
utes into English, the informa
tion was used to wri te a his
torical pageant and gather 
names of the founders. 
Revealed, also, was the help 
the Church has given other 
churches and people as well 
as its strong missionary 
emphasis. 

The celebration included 
Men's and Ladies' Breakfasts, 
a_ luncheon with a sharing 
time by pastors' wives, and a 
banquet. The Sunday wor
ship service was a time of 
special music, testimonies, 
and presentations. 

Sharing by former pastors 
and the dedication of several 
children preceded the mes
sage brought by Dr. Charles 
M. Hiatt, president of North 
American Baptist Seminary 
Sioux Falls, SD. ' 

After a potluck dinner, 
balloons, carrying greetings 
from the Church, were 
launched; and the corner
stone was opened. At an out
door baptismal service at 
Little Rock River, four young 
people were baptized, and a 
couple welcomed into the 
fellowship of the Church. The 
Rev. Michael Delong is 
pastor. -Vera Arends 

Fargo church 
celebrates anniversary 
and ground breaking 

• FARGO, ND. Metropoli
tan Baptist Church celebrated 
its 15th anni versary, Sept. 13, 
1992. A comprehensive his
tory was prepared and given 
in five-year segments on 
three Sundays prior to the an
niversary. A picture board 
was displayed from the origi
nal ground breaking to the 
present structure. 

Ground has been broken 

and construction underway 
for a new addition of a multi
purpose room, remodeled 
kitchen, restrooms, and 
vestibule. 

Metropolitan Baptist has 
embarked on a massive ad
vertising campaign by plac
ing more than 60,000 bro
chures telling about the 
Church and its activities in 

most of the city's major busi
nesses. The Rev. Dennis 
Hoffman is pastor. - Donna 
Weight 

• Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Fleck, Temple Baptist Church, 
Leduc, AB, celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary 
with relatives and friends, 
Aug. 23, 1992. 

REUNION at BETHANY BAPTIST CHURCH 
Lethbridge, Alberta • August 20-22, 1993 

All those who had their beginning in Canada in the 
Lethbridge area are cordially invited to attend. 

For more information, please contact: Mr. Eric Wirzba, 
501 Normandy Rd., Lethbridge, AB Tlf 4£8. 

Phone: (403) 328-2210. 

•n Memoriam 

• OLGA (nee WITZKE) 
GOLZ, (86), Vancouver, 
BC; born July 28, 1906, in 
Radeslaow, Poland; died 
Sept. 11, 1992; emigrated to 
Canada in 1928; married 
Robert Golz; founding 
member, choir, WMF, 
church caretaker, Bethany 
Baptist Church; met the 
needs of those around her; 
predeceased by her hus
band Robert in 1976, and 
two infant daughters; sur
vived by her four children: 
Ruth, Peter, Lud, and 
Elfriede; 12 grandchildren; 
16 great-grandchildren; 
one sister, Lydia Strelau; 
Dr. L. Schrag and the Rev. 
Richard Hohensee, pastors, 
funeral service. 

• CHRISTINA HUFNA
GEL (91 ), Kelowna, BC; 
born July 4, 1903, to John 
and Susan All inger in 
Ratzkossar, Hungary; mar
ried Christian Hufnagel, 
April 27, 1922; emigrated 
to Canada in 1927 and 
lived in Regina, SK, Ed
monton, Leduc, and Valley
view, AB; and Kelowna, 
BC: active member, Trinity 
Baptist Church, Kelowna, 
BC; remembered for her 
kind, gentle spirit, warm 
smile, and sacrificial love; 
survived by seven <laugh-

ters: Christina Schatz, Ruth 
Hufnagel and Lydia (Mar
tin) Tepper, Kelowna; 
Kathy (Herbert) Schlitt, 
Prince George, BC; Helen 
(Bob) Thomson, Richmond, 
BC; Evelyn (Eberhard) 
Hees, Winnipeg, MB; Mari 
lyn (David) Westworth, Ed
monton, AB; four sons: 
Henry (Adina) and Jake 
(Bertha), Valleyview, AB; 
Joseph (Lydia), Kinuso, 
AB; Daniel (Evelyn), Barrie, 
ON; 31 grandchildren; 22 
great-gra ndchildren; one 
sister, Susan Hufnagel. 

• RUBEN KOLSCHEFSKI 
(86), Butte, ND; born Jan. 
30, 1906, to Frederick and 
Louisa Kolschefski of 
Drake, ND; died July 9, 
1992; married Magdalena 
Kandt, Nov. 27, 1929; fai th
ful attender and supporter, 
active member, Sunday 
school teacher, deacon, 
Rosenfeld Baptist Church; 
predeceased by his parents; 
two brothers; and two sis
ters; survived by his wife, 
Magdalena; one son, Ver
non (Geraldine); grand chil
dren; great-grandchildren; 
the Reverends Vernon 
Schneider and Rod Pop
pinga, pastors, funera l 
service. 
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Giving Gifts 
Help Reach People 
for Christ! 
f 'T h e most God-like quality a 

Christian can demonstrate 
in his or· her life is to give." 

It is based o n the Bible text, "For 
God so loved the world that he gave 
his only beloved son ... " (John 3:16). 

G ivin g is w hat God has done and 
continues to do for us. And since we 
are in the midst of that special sea
son of the year when g iving is at the 
top of our minds, you may be think
ing of making charitable gifts to 
your church or mission organiza
tions like the North American Bap
tist Conference. If so, here are some 
effective ways to give. 

• Cash G ifts 
The most popular way to make a 

g ift is with cash. In the U.S., the only 
p lanning requ ired to take a d educ
tion or benefit for the gift on your 
1992 taxes is tha t your gift be post
marked or delive red before the end 
of the year. If you itemize your de
ductions, you can d educt cash g ifts 
up to 50 p ercent of your adjusted 
gross income. Any excess deduc
tions can be carried forward into as 
many as five additional tax years. 

In Canada, donations up to a 
maximum of 20 percent of n et in
come are eligible for tax credit. 

11.! G ifts o f A p p recia ted Assets 
A g ift of appreciated stock or real 

esta te you have owned for more 
than one year will generate a tax 
benefit based on its fair market 
value. 

If you own property such as 
stocks, bonds, or real estate, which 
have apprecia ted in value, it may be 
to your advantage to contribute that 
property to North American Baptist 
Confe rence, especia lly if the appreci
ated property is not property w hich 
you desire to maintain in your in-

vestment portfolio. 
There will be no tax payable on 

the capital gains, and you w ill re
ceive an income tax charitable de
duction or benefit for the full fair 
market value of the property. 

• G ifts of Life Insurance 
You may give ownership of an 

existing life insurance policy to 
North American Baptist Conference 
and claim an income tax charitable 
benefit for the cash value of the 
policy. 

You may also take a charitable tax 
benefit for the remaining premium 
payments as you make them. 

If you wish to p urchase a new 
policy naming North American Bap
tist Con ference as owner of that pol
icy, you may claim a n income tax 
benefit for your contributions to
ward the payment of the premiums. 
In either case, you may wish to 

make your gift of the premium 
amount directly to North American 
Baptist Conference, allowing us to 
pay the premiums, since there may 
be tax implications when you pay 
the premiums directly to the insur
ance company. 

Before you ma ke a gift of life in
surance, you w ill want to make cer
tain that your state/province con
siders a charitable organization to 
have an insura nce interest. 

(continued 011 pnge 28) 

~----------- -- - ---- ------- - --- ------ ----- ---------- --- -- --------------- - - ------
YES! I would like to receive additional information to h elp me in my : 

year-end giving. Please send me information on 
0 Gifts of apprecia ted property 
0 How to take a tax benefit for future gifts 
0 Gifts w ith retained benefits 
0 Enclosed is my year-end gift $ to help reach people for 
Christ through the ministry of North American Baptist Conference. 

I have the following property which I would like to consider giving 
this year. P lease calculate the best possible way for m e to do so. 
Type of property _ ____ ______ _ _ ___ __ _ 

Current value of property: $ Cost basis: $ ------
My top income tax bracket this year is estimated to be % 
Name _____ _ __________________ ~ 

Address _________ _ _ ____ _ ______ ~ 

City ----------- State / Prov. _ _ _ Cod e ____ _ 
Phone: Daytime ( Evening ( ) _____ _ 
Birthdate _________ Spouse's birthda te ----- ---

Mni/ to Dr. Constantino Snlios, North American Baptist Conference 
1 So.210 Summit Ave., Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181-3994 

Phone: (708) 495-2000; Fax: (708) 495-3301 

L----- --- ---------- -------------- ------------- ------- -- ---- ------------- -----_j 
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Giving Gifts ... (from page 27) 

• Gifts of Tangible Personal 
Property 
When you make a gift of tangible 

personal property related to Confer
ence ministries, you may deduct the 
fair market value of the property 
w ithout paying capital gains tax on 
the appreciation, providing you 
held the property for more than one 
year. 

• Gifts with Retained Benefits 
It is also possible for you to make 

a transfer to North American Bap
tist Conference, w hile retaining ben
efit from the property you transfer . 

Whether that property is stocks, 
bonds, real estate, or even your per
sonal residence or farm, guarantee
ing today that North American Bap
tist Conference will receive the 
property at your death (or at the 
death of a named beneficiary), w ill 
allow you to claim an income tax 
benefit. 

Your benefit is based on 1) the 
full fair market value (based on a p
praisal) of assets gifted; 2) the age(s) 
of the beneficiaries; and 3) the value 
of the income or other benefit which 
you retain. 

We will work closely with you to 
d esign a plan to meet your need s 
and provide maximum tax benefits. 

• Gifts and Long-Range Planning 
As you consider your year-end 

plans, you may want to give 
thought to long-range financia l 
needs for yourself and your family. 
Charitable gifts often play a signifi
cant role in effective retirement and 
estate planning. 

We will be ha ppy to provide you 
with additional information. Your 
gifts are always appreciated. Please 
call or write if we can be of help. 0 

(Neither the Development Department 
nor the N.A.B . Conference is engaged 
in rendering legal or tax advice. For 
advice or assistance in the specific 
cases, the services of an attorney should 
be obtained. The purpose of this article 
is to provide information of a general 
character only.) 
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Sunday Schedules ... 
(from page 21) 

of the morning resembles the three
p eriod sched ule described in 
scenario three or five. 

One variation on this is the fo ur
period schedule that adds brunch to 
the ty pical three-period scenario. 
This is especially popula r in those 
congregations that a) a ttract large 
numbers of young adults w ho enjoy 
eating lunch together a nd I orb) at
tract large numbers of first- time visi
tors, with all visitors being invited 
to remain for lunch, and I or c) in
clude large numbers of m ature 
adults who enjoy one another's 
company, and d) schedule a variety 
of events and classes for Sunday 
afternoon. 

Five Other Trends 
• The rapid increase in recent years 
in the number of large congrega
tions w ith limited space for worship 
plus the growing demand for 
choices has sparked another pat
tern. This is the schedule that calls 
for two worship experiences a t the 
same hour. The traditional service 
with traditional music usually is 
held in the sanctuary w hile the 
alternative service w ith contem po
rary Christia n m usic is held in the 
chapel, fellowship hall, or 
gymnasium. 
• The most highly visible trend is to 
offer the alternative service on Sat
urday evening, sometimes followed 
by a meal and one or two classes. 
• The newest trend is to offer a 75-
to-90-minute worship service at 5:00 
or 5:30 p.m . Saturday that is de
signed p rima rily for parents of 
young child ren who a) a re "coming 
back" to church after a long absence, 
b) a re two-income households and 
want to keep all day Sunday open 
as a family time, c) prefer a church 
with a strong teaching e mp hasis in 
the sermon, and d ) want their 
you ng children in the nursery while 
they worship . 
• A fourth trend is to offer five to 
eight d ifferent worship experiences 
every weekend with two on Satur
day evening, three to fi ve on Sun
day morning, one on Sunday eve
ning, and one on Monday evening. 
This schedule is fo und only in those 
congregations seeking to reach and 

serve a n exceptionally broad sl ice 
of the total popula tion a nd I or 
churches w ith limited physical 
facilities. 
• The last of these five recent 
developments also may be the 
rarest. In these congregations, one 
Sunday m orning worship experi
ence is designed for the searchers, 
seekers, and explorers w ho are at an 
early stage of their personal reli
gious pilgrimage. A different wor
ship experience is d esigned for 
those at a m ore ad vanced stage of 
their fa ith development. A third is 
d esigned for those read y to accept 
the challenge to become d eeply 
committed disciples of Christ. The 
second and third may or may not be 
offered on Sunday morning . O ne or 
both may be scheduled for another 
time, such as midweek and Sunday 
evening or Saturday evening. 

Which scenario would be best for 
your congregation? 0 

Copyrigh t © 1992 by Lyle E. Sc/in lier, 
530 North Brainard Street, Naperville, 
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Theological education w ith 
academic excellence and 
practical applica tion to Christian 
ministry 

• Master of Divinity 
• Master of Theolog ical S tudies 
• Bachelor of Theology 

Ministry Specia lizations: 

• Biblica l Expos ition 
• Church Planting 
• Cross-Cultural Ministry 
• Pastoral Counselling 

1 !-

Edmonton Baptist Seminary 
Rev. Kurt Redschlag 
11525 - 23 Avenue 
Edmonton. Alberta T6J 4T3 
(403) 437-1960 

Affiliated with 
North American Baptist Conference 

Associate Member of A TS 

Ministerial Changes 
• David Bootsma to Mary Hill 
Baptist Church, Port Coquitlam, BC, 
as the new pastor. H e served this 
past summer as interim pastor at 
Mary Hill. H is new bride Shari joins 
him in this ministry . -Inna Edel 

• Kevin Strong from youth pastor, 
Pine land Baptist Church, Burling
ton, ON, to pursue a Masters d egree 
in Counselling a t North American 
Baptist Seminary in Siou x Falls, SD, 
effective Dec. 31, 1992. -Dorothy 
Trost 

• The Rev. R. I. Thompson to 
interim p astor, A plington Baptist 
Church, IA. 

• Mr. Tim Halgat to youth direc
tor, Ante lope Springs Baptist 
Church, Sacram ento, CA. 

a Mr. Tim Houck to associate 
pasto r of youth, Pa rkla nd Baptist 
Church, Spruce Grove, AB. 

• Kelly Lashley from associa te 
pastor, Trinity Baptist Church, 
Sioux Falls, SD, to associate pastor 
of ou treach and youth, West 
Meadows Ba ptist Church, Edmon
ton, AB, effective January 1993. 

a Mr. Kevin Webb to d irector of 
missions and outreach, Bethany 
Baptist Church, Portland, OR. 

• Mr. Greg Glatz, 1992 graduate of 
N.A.B. Seminary, to associate pastor 
of outreach a nd d iscipleship, New 
Life Ministries, Winnipeg, MB. 

• The Rev. Don Johnson from ex
ecutive d irecto r of Disciple Making 
Ministries, San Diego, CA, to pas
to r, East O lds Baptist Church, Olds, 
AB, effective December 1992. 
- I-l ilary Lutz 

• Chaplain (CPT) Gregg Drew 
(U.S. Army) from Ft. Lee, VA, to 
Germany effective January 1993. 
Cha pla in Drew developed a 
H ealthy Fam ily Seminar for ~~w 
Drill Sergeants and their fam1bes 
arriving at Ft. Lee. 

• M aj. J. Gordo~ Harr~s.<Army . _ 
National Guard) 111 add1t1on to !us 

position as vice president for aca
demic affairs, N.A.B. Seminary, is 
also chaplain at the South Da kota 
Military Academy in Sturgis, SD, at 
Ft. Meade. 

• The Rev. Reinhold Wilde from 
Grace Baptist, Ochre River, MB, 
effective Dec. 27, 1992. He plans to 
move to Edmonton, AB, to seek a 
new ministry. 

Awards 
• Chaplain Fred David received 
the Superior Performance Award 
from the Department of Veteran 
Affairs for making a significant 
contribution to the mission of the 
Department through exceptional 
performance for the rating period. 
The National Association of VA 
Chapla ins declares that Fred A. 
David has met the standards of the 
Committee on Certification. 

Retirement 
• The Rev. Walter K. Schroedter 
retired from active ministry effec
tive October 1992. Ordained at 
Bethel Baptist, Prince George, BC, 
June 5, 1962, he served as pastor, 
Bethel Baptist, Prince George, BC, 
1960-65; Faith Baptist Church, Ver
non, BC, 1965-66; Heeren-Kamen, 
Germany, 1966-70; Pilgrin1 Baptist, 
Vancouver, BC, 1970-85; Mission 
Baptist, Hamilton, ON, 1985-92. 

Installation Service 
• The Ma rtin Baptist Church, 
Martin, ND, held an installation 
service on Oct. 25, 1992, for Pastor 
Patton Colley and his w ife, Jan. The 
morning worship service was led 
by Deacon Darrell Fiesel and the 
cha llenging message, w hich in
cluded a charge to the pastor and a 
charge to the church, was given by 
Rev. Jake Leverette, area minister. 
Special music was provided by the 
Ma rtin Baptist C hoir, Jim Rott, and 
Bud Michelson. Pastor Colley and 
his w ife began their ministry at 
Martin Ba ptist Church on Sept. 20, 
1992. He is a recent graduate of 
N.A.B. Seminary. - Viola Fiesel 

Ordinations 
• Keith Chapman ordained Sept. 
20, 1992, a t Mary Hill Bap tist 
Church, Port Coquitla m, BC. The 
Rev. Ed Hohn, area minister, 
brought the sermon based on Ezra 
7: 6-10: God calls and chooses m en 
for a specific role. The Rev. Helmut 
Strauss welcomed Mr. Chapman 
into the Baptist ministry. Following 
this service, Keith and Evelyn 
Chapman were commissioned for 
missionary service. Rev. H ohn 
spoke from II Timothy 2. Keith and 
Evelyn Chapman are newly 
appointed missionaries to Sonora, 
Mexico. -Irma Edel 

• Daryl Martin, a recent Edmon
ton Baptist Seminary gradu ate, 
ordained by Riverside Baptist 
Church, Devon, AB. He served six 
months in Cameroon doing follow
u p for the Jesus film a nd plans to 
return to Cameroon as a volunteer 
in missions. 

Transitions 
• The Rev. George Engel died 
Sept. 26, 1992. Ordained, Raymond 
Community, Lockport, NY, May 19, 
1940; pastor, Lake View Congrega
tional, NY, 1946-62; Yates Baptist, 
Lynd onville, NY, 1962-65; H oliday 
Park Baptist, Pittsburgh, PA, 1965-
72; Fellowship Baptist Chapel, Ster
ling H eights, MI, 1972-75; Lake
shore Baptist, St. Catharines, ON, 
1975. 

• Mrs. Martha Krombein d ied in 
October 1992. She was a resident in 
the Baptist Home, Bismarck, ND. 
She served along with her late 
husband, the Rev. A. Krombein, in 
various N.A.B. Conference churches. 

• Mr. William Sutter of Mt. 
Clemens, MI, and member of 
Grosse Pointe Baptist Church, d ied 
in September 1992. H e served for 
many years as a member of the 
N.A.B. Conference Finance 
Committee. 
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"For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a 

Savior, which is Christ 
the Lord" (Luke 2:11). 

The Staff of the North American 
Baptist International Office 

Ministers' Family Conference for 
all ministers and their families 

Enzbracin 

with featured speakers, 
Leith Anderson, author of Dying for 

Change, and Roger Fredrikson, 
author of The Church that Refused to 

Die, addressing questions and 
concerns about change in the church. 

• Fellowship • encouraging one 
another • workshops • family time 
• children's and youth programs. 

Sponsored by the 
NAB. Conference Ministers' and 

Ministers' Wives' Fellowships. 
Hosted by 

North American Baptist Seminary 
1321 W. 22nd St. , Sioux Falls, SD 

Phone (605) 336-6588. 
Contact N.A.B. International Office 

or the Seminary for additional 
information. Brochures are 
being mailed in November. 

Reaching New Heights in 
Leadership Development 

~r~ 
/;-
~\ 

Unless there is a great increase in trained leaders for our N.A.B. 
Conference, manyofour churches will be without a pastor by the year 
2010. North American Baptist Seminary has designed a strategic plan 
to increase theSeminary'scapability to train leaders for ourConference. 
Crucial components of the "Foundations for the Future" campaign 
plan include building a chapel and desperately needed facilities for a 
larger student body as well as increasing endowment funds for 
student financial aid. 

As of November 1, 1992, North American Baptist Seminary has 
received cash and faith-promises totalling 91 % of the 2.2 million 
dollar goal. Each new faith-promise after July 1, 1992, will be matched 
1:1 through a matching gift opportunity. For more information on 
how you can build the foundation for the future of the N.A.B. 
Conference, contact: 

• 

Founda tio ns for the Future 
N.A.B. Seminary 
1321 West 22nd St. 
Sioux Falls, SD 57105 

-lliiiiiiiliillmmi (605) 336-6588 
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Choices Facing Youth ... 
(from page 11) 

place to grow up. The aimlessness 
and sham of much of what the 
world counts as important also load 
the deck in favor of suicide. 

In addition, the complexity of the 
choices which high school students 
face adds to their sense of hopeless
ness and to their fear of being un
able to cope with the pressures of 
modern life. Often a divorce in the 
family, the death of a friend or fam
ily member, or even breaking up 
with a boyfriend or girlfriend, pro
vides the spark that ignites a fatally 
wrong choice. 

Choices in Christian Context 
The biggest decisions in their 

lives lie ahead for today's high 
school youth. For all the fun they 
seem to be having, they do worry 
about those choices. Their fears are 
compounded by the complexity of 
choices and by the Jack of clearly es
tablished moral boundaries in the 
adult world. The Bible's intoned, 
"This is the way, walk in it," is but a 
d im vision from some dis tant 
planet light-years in the past. 

Teens have many fears about 
growing up in the topsy-turvy 
world they see all around them. 
Add to that their everyday worries 
about what to wear, how to get 
enough money for clothes, dates, 
and cars, and wha t to do for excite
ment, and you can understand why 
they need ample opportunities for 
friendly Chris tian counsel and 
brainstorming in the context of the 
church. 

Even when they are under in
tense pain and conflict, they must 
see that life is indeed worth living
not for themselves alone-but for 
others w ho love them, for those in 
the world who need them, for God 
who created them, and for Jesus 
Christ who redeemed them. 0 

Jim Renpso111e is the fou nder and editor 
of Yo 11th Letter, David C. Cook 
Publishing Co., 850 N. Grover Ave., 
Elgin IL 60120. 

ANNOUNCING 
A New Revocable 

Charitable Trust Certificate 
Many people would like to make a gift to their church, the North American 
Baptist Conference, their Baptist association, or other N.A.B. Conference min
istry upon their death. They have the accumulated assets. Right now, they 
want the income from the asset yet want to have the funds available if the 
need arises. There is no need to say, 

"I've always intended to, but . . . 
It's so complicated ... 
I'm concerned about the cost . . . 
What if I change my mind?" 

The new Revocable Charitable Trust Certificate is for you! 
• Convenient and easy to start 
• No legal or accounting fees 
• No complicated documents 
• Wide range of terms 
• Easy to change 

For more information and an application, 

Call TOLL FREE - 1 (800) 543-CEIF 
Don't delay! 

Church Extension Investors Fund 
1 South 210 Summit Avenue 

Oakbrook Terrace, Illinois 60181-3994 
Fax: (708) 495-3301 
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CHRIST- CENTERED EDUCATION 

NAB students have the 
endorsement of their con

ference to attend Tabor, 
a Christian liberal arts 

college. We encourage 
inquiries from students 

as potential first-
time freshman as 

well as students 
who begin 

at NABC 
and wish 
to transfer. 

L'=,., 
Tabor 
College 

h t-c:entere education 

THINK TABOR 
Your college of 
choice should 
be openly 

CHRISTIAN 
characterized by 
academic 

EXCELLENCE 
filled with 

EXCITEMENT 
and amazingly 

AFFORDABLE. 

400 S. Jefferson 
Hillsboro, KS 67063 
1-800-TABOR-99 

~ -- - -- - -- --- - - - -- - --- - - - -- --- -- - ----- -- -oefacn-c-man- --- - ---- - -- -------- - - - -- - - --- -- - -- , 
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Please send me more information about Tabor College: 

Send information to: 

Name -------- --------- ------ -----
Address - ---------- - ---------------
City _ _ _____ State/Province ______ Zip/code ______ _ 

Telephone( __ ) ____ _________________ _ 

High School or College attending ________________ _ 

Possible college major _____________________ _ 

Extra curricular activities - - ------------------
' ' 
L - ---- -- - - -- --- - --- - - - -- ---- -- - ---- -- - ----- - -- - - -- --- -- ----- - ---- -- - - -- - - - ------- -----~ 


