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When we become Christians, 
we are born into God's fam

ily. When we join a local church, we 
become part of that family. If that 
local church has chosen to be a part 
of the North American Baptist Con
ference, we automatically become a 
part of that la rger family . Our com
mon experience with Jesus Chris t 
and common commitment to His 
mission in the world holds us to
gether as a Conference family 
today. 

• We believe the Bible is God's 
Word given by divine inspira tion, 
the record of God's revelation of 
Himself to humanity. It is trust
worthy, sufficient, w ithout error 
- the supreme authority and 
guide for all doctrine and conduct; 
the truth by which God brings 
people into a saving relationship 
with Himself and leads them to 
Christian maturity. 

• We believe in the one living and 
true God, perfect in wisdom, 
sovereignty, holiness, justice, 
mercy, and love. He ex ists 
eternally in three coequal p ersons 
who act together in creation, 
providence, and redemption. 

• We believe God created an order 
of spiritual beings called angels to 
serve Him and do His will. 
We believe God crea ted man in 
His own ima ge to have fellowshi p 
with Himself and to be steward s 
over His creation. As a result, each 
person is unique, possesses dig
nity, and is worthy of respect. 
Through the temptation of Sa tan, 
Adam chose to d isobey God; this 
brough t si n and death to the 
human race and suffering to a ll 
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What We 

BELIEVE 
A condensation of the 

"Statement of Beliefs" of the 
North American Baptist 

Conference 

creation. Therefore, everyone is 
born with a s inful nature and 
needs to be reconciled to God. 
Satan tempts people to rebel 
aga inst God, even those w ho love 
Him. Nonethe less, everyone is 
personally responsible to God for 
thoughts, actions, and beliefs and 
has the right to approach Him 
directly through Jesus C hris t, the 
only mediator. 

• We believe salvatio n is redemp
tion by Chris t of the whole person 
from sin and d ea th . It is offered as 
a free g ift by God to a ll and must 
be received personally th rough 
repentance and fa ith in Jesus 
Christ. 
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30th 

Triennial Conference 
Philadelphia, PA 

Church Planting re-emphasized 
Daniel Fuchs, director 

1952 
Humbervale Park 

Toronto, ON 
Heinrich S. Stinner 
Eastern Association 

1953 
GermanfThornhill 

Calgary, AB 
W. E. Ertis 

Alberta Association 

• BAPTIST HERALD 

• We believe the Church is the body 
of which Christ is the head and all 
w ho believe in Him are members. 
Christians a re commanded to be 
baptized upon profession of faith 
and to unite with a local church 
for mutual encouragemen t and 
growth in discipleship through 
worship, nurture, service, and the 
proclamation of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ to the world . Each 
church is a self-governing bod y 
with a congregational form of 
government under the Lord ship of 
Chris t with all m embers sharing 
responsibility. Its ordinances a re 
baptism by immersion and the 
Lord's Supper. 

• We believe religious liberty, 
rooted in Scripture, is the inalien
able right of all individuals to free
dom of conscience with ultimate 
accountabil ity to God . Church and 
state exist by the w ill of God. Each 
has distinctive concerns a nd re
sponsibilities, free from control by 
the other. 

• We believe C hris tians, ind ividu
a lly and collective ly, are sa lt a nd 
light in society. We affirm the 
family as the bas ic unit of society 
and seek to preserve its integrity 
and stability. 

• We believe God, in His own time 
and in His own way, will bring all 
things to their appropriate end 
and establish the new heaven and 
the new earth. The certain hope of 
the Christian is that Jesus Chris t 
will return to the ea rth suddenly, 
personally, and visibly in glory 
according to His promise. The 
d ead w ill be ra ised, and C hris t 
w ill judge ma nkind in 
righteousness. 0 
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COMPELLED TO 
RTH AMERICAN BAPTIS 

RITAGE COMMISSION 

W hy does the N.A.B. Confer
ence exist? The vision for the 

exis tence of the N.A.B. Conference 
by its founders in the early 1840s is 
reaffirm ed in Vision 2000, adopted 
by Triennial Conference delegates in 
1988. 

One a nsw er is summarized in the 
Mission/Purpose Statement: The 
stra tegic focus of the N.A.B. Confer
ence cooperative minis tries in Vision 
2000 is 
• to evangelize and d isciple people 
globa lly 
• by preparing church ministers and 
lead ers to serve and 
• by enhancing minis tries in 
established churches 
• and p lanting new churches tha t are 
• committed to implementing six 
Biblical Impera tives: To worship, 
grow, w ih1ess, serve, give, and care. 

The N.A.B. Conference is a bina
tional conference of almost 400 local 
churches joined together coopera
tively in 20 Associations across 
Canad a and the U.S.A. for mutual 
encouragement, fellows hip, and 
church planting . 

We are a people comrn.itted 
• to bring the Gospel to p eople of 
many cultures, heritages, and ethnic 
backgrounds. Each enriches the 
other as they worship God together 
and experience spiritual growth. 
• to plant new churches in North 
America. Of the 213 churches the 
N.A.B. Conference started since 
1952, 172 minister today. These and 
their firs t planter I pastor are listed 
on the time line in this issue. These 
chu rches a re 44 percent of our 
present churches. 
• to plant churches internationally, 
presently in a t least eight countries. 

... T 
1954 

Community 

A 
Serving 
People 

• to provide theological education 
for men a nd women to serve in a 
variety of ministries. Cooperatively, 
we s upport a college and two semi
naries in North America and four 
seminaries or Bible schools overseas. 
• to believers baptized by in1mersion 
on confession of fai th in Jesus C hrist. 
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South Canyon 
Rapid City, SO 
Merle Brenner 

South Dakota Association 

St. Claire Shores, Ml 
George M. Crosbie 

Michigan Association 

Faith 
Regina. SK 

Richard Grabke 
Saskatchewan Association 

Serve 
• religious freedom and human 
rights. 
• to witness, to a high level of spiri
tual life, and to fervent prayer
necessary for the growth of healthy 
churches. 
• to conservative theology but a re 
equally concerned about a vital 
Christian life-style addressing the 
issues of the day- calling for a re
commitment to the m oral and spiri
tual values found in God' s Word . 
• serving by using sacrificially the 
excellent gifts bestowed by God for 
God's glory and the building of His 
Kingd om. 
• to God's work through Vision 
2000. 

Woven throughout this issue, you 
w ill see the goals of the various Con
fe rence d epartments focusing on the 
Biblical Impera tive: Compelled to 
Serve. You will be introduced to the 
Conference International Office Staff 
w ho a re serving you. 

Who is the N.A. B. Conference? 
People--churches-Conference 
leaders-working together to m ake 
Vision 2000 a reality! 0 

Dr. folr11 Binder, Co11fere1rce executive 
director, recalls thnt when tire lnter-
11ntio11nl Office wns being constructed i11 
Onkbrook Terrnce, lie proposed to the 
Building Co111111ittee tlrnt tire sy111/1ols of 
n towel nnd n bnsin of wnter be e11srnved 
or cnrved 011 t/1e outside of the .hw1t e11-
trn11ce. "It wo11ld be n 111ost npproprinte 
expression of tire role of tire Co11fere11cc 
stnff ns servn11ts to God, 011r clll(rc/res, 
mid 111iss io11 fields. Even tl1011slr tlrere 
wns not 111011ey to do tlris , we, ns staff, 
still try to nssu111e the servn11t lifc-st.11/c 
ns 111odeled by 011r Lord." 
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(German) Mission 
Hamilton, ON 

John Wahl 
Eastern Association 
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Capturing a 
SERVANT LIFE-SffiE 

"What's in it for me"? people 
ask. Seldom do we hear 

much about serving others. 
Jesus, on the other hand, defined 

Himself as a servant (see Mark 10:45). 
Wherever He went, He intentionally 
modeled servanthood before others . 

At the Last Supper, however, 
Jesus performed a simple act that 
captured the essence of Christian 
service. 

"He got up from the meal, took off 
His outer clothing, and wrapped a 
towel around His waist. After that, 
He poured water into a basin and 
began to wash His disciples' feet, 
drying them with the towel that was 
wrapped around Him" (John 13:4-5). 

When He washed His disciples' 
feet, He provided a dramatic illustra
tion of what it means to practice a 
servant life-style. 

The Servant Life-style 
Is an Expression of 
God's Love 

People normally 
think of servant
hood as de
meaning. To 
the early 
Creeks and 
Romans, for 
example, a 
servant was 
a captive of 

T 
1956 

(German/Zion} 
Zion Baptist Community 

Edmonton. AB 

T 
1956 
Zion 

Terrace, BC 
Rudy Rapske 

by John Binder 

war, a slave, someone without rights 
or resources. 

When Jesus took a towel and a 
basin of water and washed the disci
ples' feet, however, He was elevating 
the servant role to high importance-
a way of expressing God's love. 
"Having loved his own who were in 
the world," Scripture explains, "he 
now showed them the full extent of 
his love" (john 13:1b). 

People in the world don't 
really know that God loves 
them. How are they to 
know? Chris t' s death on the 
cross is the fullest and best 
demonstration. Yet by washing 
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Willow Rancho 
Sacramento, CA 
Clarence Walth 

one another's feet, that is, by means 
of humble acts of service, Jesus 
showed us that we, too, can be the 
instruments of God's love. 

The towel and basin, then, are 
symbols. We use them every time we 
meet the needs of others. And every 
time we do that, we are effectively 
disclosing God's love to the world. 

A Servant Life-style 
Shows No Partiality 

Jesus knew that Judas was going to 
betray Him (see Mark 14:18). As He 

went around the room, how
ever, He washed the feet of 

T 
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Magnolia 
Anaheim, CA 

all of the disciples 
even of the one 
who would be

tray Him. 
It is easy to 

serve peo
ple when 
they are 

nice to us, 
isn ' t it? We 

do something 
nice; they do 

something 
nice. We 

tend to 
favor our 

fr iends and 
ignore 

others. 
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Immanuel 

EP. Wahl 
Alberta Association 

British Columbia Association Northern California Association 
Kenneth Fischer 

Southern California Association 

St. Catherines, ON 
Alexander Hart 

Eastern Association 
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But look at what Jesus did. He 
washed the feet of Judas. Tha t goes 
contrary to what we would naturally 
expect. What is the explanation? 

A Servant Life-style Reflects a 
Christlike Self-identity 

Jesus was secure in the knowledge 
of who He was. He knew His author
ity, identity, and d estiny (John 13:3). 
He had nothing to prove, nothing to 
lose. He knew where He was going 
and that He didn't need to pull 
strings to get there. Jesus was free to 
serve others. 

If we are always trying to make a 
name for ourselves, jockeying for 
position, we will not be able to serve. 
If we decid e that some tasks or peo
ple are "beneath us," we w ill not be 
able to serve. If we have an emo
tional blockage, a grudge, something 
we haven't been freed from, we will 
not be able to serve. 

When our securi ty is in Jesus, we 
can serve. Nothing to prove, nothing 
to lose, we are freed by the Holy 
Spiri t. We can serve. 

Th is Servant Life-style Welcomes 
the Most Menial Tasks 

In Jesus' day, washing feet was 
slave's work. Yet there He was, the 
Son of God-the O ne come to save 
the world-stooping d own to wash 
the disciples' feet. 

Jesus did many other things: He 
hea led, raised people from the dead, 
and moved toward the cross. Bu t He 
was not so proud that He was unwill
ing to do the most menial tasks. 

He w ho a lways must do great 
deeds w ill seldom do any. He who 

Baptisl artist. Max Gremer. Jr .. felt God directed him to create 
"Di vine Servant· R. which depicts Jesus washing Peter's feet. 
The anis1 has sculp1ed several sizes of /he composition. /he 
largest being a 1.200 pound tu/1-life·size bronze. pic/ured here. 
Individuals interesled in lhese copyrighled sculp/ures should 
comae/ lhe artis/: Max Gremer. Jr .. P.O. Box 552. Kerrville, TX 
18029 . (512) 896·7919. 
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Portland Avenue 
Tacoma, WA 
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welcomes small tasks w ill seldom 
be idle. 

You may know of someone w ith 
an "insignificant" need at the office, 
at home, at the church, in the factory, 
in the field, or at school. Seek to meet 
it. Whatever the hurt, be w illing to 
reach out and minister to the person 
in need. 

Jesus showed us that true great
ness comes through serving. Indeed, 

there are benefits, however small the 
deed done in His name, if we perse
vere- even in the midst of d iscourage
ment a nd disappointment. 

A Servant Life-style Provides En
trance to Fellowship with Another 

When Jesus came to Peter, he ob
jected. "You are not going to wash 
111y feet!" 

"Unless I wash you, there is no fel
lowship, no partnership," Jesus re
sponded. "Unless you let me cleanse 
you, unless you let me see your 
soiled feet, your weakness, unless 
you let n1e minister to you at the 
point of your need, you and 1 cannot 
have fellowship." 

Afterward, Jesus turned to all the 
d isciples and said, "Now that I have 
washed your feet, you also should 
wash one a nother's feet" (/0'111 13:14) . 

Sometimes people complain, "I 

T 

Serve 
don't have any friends in church. I 
don' t feel close to other people. I 
don't really feel like I belong." Jesus 
showed us the servant's solution to 
this problem. First, we must open 
ourselves to Him, and secondly, we 
must open ourselves to one another. 

When people open up to each 
other in honesty and allow others to 
minister to them, it brings them 
closer together. If you want to be 
close to people, admit your need to 
Christ a nd to your brothers and sis
ters. Allow yourself to be ministered 

to. Then you will find true fellow
ship. That is what Jesus is saying. 

A Servant Life-style 
Brings Joy 

Jesus concluded His service of 
footwashing with the words, "Now 
that you know these things, you will 
be blessed if you d o them" (fohn 
13:17). Is that possible? Isn' t happi
ness when others serve me? 

Here's a startling point. The only 
way to test the reality of Christ' s 
words is to do them. You don' t un
derstand first, you do what the Lord 
says. Then you will understand and 
experience the truth that serving, not 
being served, is the way to joy . 

The world is waiting for men and 
women w ho will accept the chal
lenge- the privilege--of serving. 
That, combined with the example of 
Christ and the dignity, freed om, and 
joy we d iscover in His service, is 
what powerfully compels us to serve . 

W hat better symbol could mem
bers of the North American Baptist 
Conference adopt than a towel and a 
basin of water to demonstrate our 
God-given compulsion to serve? 0 

Or. Joh11 Binder is Exccu tiuc Director of 
the Nort/1 A111crica 11 Baptist Con fcrc11cc . 
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(German Mission) Mayfair Park 
merged with Foster Avenue 

Northwest Fellowship 
Chicago, IL 

Henry Smuland 
Pacific Northwest Association 
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Calvary 

Pittsburgh, PA 
Joseph Hoden 

Penn-Ohio Association 

Ft. George 
Prince George, BC 

Bert Milner 
British Columbia Association 

1959 
(Glenbard} Village Green 

Glen Ellyn , IL 
Connie Salios 

J/linois Association 
Alvin Radant 

Illinois Association 



Vision 2000--
Vision 2000 grew out of the 

hearts of N.A.B. Conference 
people thinking together in regional 
and international task forces. 

They enthusiastically affirmed six 
Biblical Imperatives with specific 
and related goals-Vision 2000---as 
the emphasis and direction of the 
N.A.B. Conference to the year 2000. 
At the Triennial Conference in 1988, 
delegates affirmed this unanimously. 

& Y Q U 

Resources on worship include 
• a bibliography on worship 

Vision 2000 gives churches focus 
as they evaluate their ministry and 
then set goals. Associations focus an
nual meeting themes on the Biblical 
Imperatives. Some Associations, 
such as Alberta, have set their goals 
to the year 2000 in light of the Bibli
cal Imperatives. 

People prominent in their fields 
serve as resource persons for each 
Biblical Imperative. Task forces meet 
annually and suggest resource mate
rials. The emphases run in three-yea r 
cycles to give time for s tudy, applica
tion, change, and growth in the life 
of individuals and congregations. 

• a manua l for worship committees, 
The Worship Planning Committee 

Call; d t~h:':~~~~:~ :s:.~~al 
~ Imperative: Called to Wor

ship, launched in 1989, 
brought a new awareness of the 
need for laity and ministers to work 
together in planning and preparing 
for worship and to understand the 
elements of worship. Worship com
mittees plan services with more lay 
people being specifically in volved in 
worship. As a result, 42 percent of 
Conference churches showed an in
crease in worship attendance in 1991. 

T T 
1959 1959 

• book reviews 
• articles on worship printed in the 

Baptist Herald and "Link" 
• a diagnostic and consulting sys

tem, Worship Rediscovered, relat
ing to need s in the local church 

• a video series, Principles of Wor
ship, by Robert Webber. 

Challenged to Grow 1990-92 
In 1990 the emphasis fo-

J cused on the Biblical Imper
a tive: Challenged to Grow. 

Ministers and lay people met in spir
itual renewal retreats and continue 
to do so annually . Believers continue 
to be challenged to evaluate their 
spiritual d evelopment and maturi ty 
and to focus on spiritual renewa l. 
• Challenged to Grow-a Spiritual 

Renewal Retreat, compiled by 
Lewis Petrie and the Development 
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Brook Park 
Brooklyn Center. MN 

Adam Huber 
Mmnesota-LaCrosseAssociation 

(Swain Oaks) Quail Lakes 
Stockton, CA 

Memory Lane 
Wichita. KS 
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Gustav Rauser 
Northern California Association 

Edwin Michelson 
Southwestern Association 
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Department staff, provides re
source material for a 24-hour mini 
retreat. Focusing on the classical 
spiritual disciplines, the retreat 
provides an opportunity to meet 
w ith God in silence and solitude to 
become spiritually renewed. 

• Articles on the spiritual discip
lines, w ritten by members of the 
Grow Task Force, were published 
in the Baptist Herald and "Link." 

• Spiritual disciplines study re
sources are available. 

Commissioned to Witness 
1991-93 

~
~V;.\_/· The Task Force for the Bib-
<~ lica l Imperative: Commis-

sioned to Witness identified 
resource ma terials and met with Dr. 
Don Posterski of Toronto, a uthor of 
Re-inventing Evangelism. Resource 
ma terials and emphases include 
• Week of Prayer material 
• "Witness Sunday" ca lling fo r re

commitment to w itness through 
daily Christian living 

• Billy Graham School of Evange
lism 

• Articles p ublished in the Baptist 
Herald and "Link" and bibliogra
phies of ma teria l on witnessing 

• Friendship Sunday-an exciting 
time for fr iends of Jesus to reach 
out to others w ho need to become 
His friends. Resource ideas for 
Friendship Sunday are ava ilable. 

• North Carrollton Baptis t Church 
in Carrollton, TX, experienced a 
g reat Friend Sunday. At least 15 to 
29 new friends came to visit. 

"On Friend Sunday, our worship 
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(Capilano) Hillview 
Edmonton, AB 

E.P. Wahl 
Alberta Association 

T 
1960 

(Salem) Eastwood 
Kitchener. ON 

Wildemar E. Ertis 
Eastern Association 
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attendance was 195 (45 above our av
erage)," says Howard Anderson, pas
tor. "Following worship, those w ho 
brought friends enjoyed a meal with 
them . Our people began to realize 
how few unchurched friends they 
have and now are willing to begin 
reaching out. 

"I recommend Friend Sunday be
cause we live in a world where 
friendships are becoming increas
ingly more difficult. I believe the 
church w ill play a key role in the 
years a head in helping people 'con
nect in friendship.' It's a constant 
challenge to motivate people to 
touch in some way unchurched indi
viduals. Friend Sunday is one way of 
motivating them ." 

• At First Baptist C hurch, Arn prior, 
ON, "an eight member team began 
planning Celebra tion of Friendship 
Sunday four months in advance," 
says Gerald Kuehl, administrative 
assistant. "The pla ns were lifted daily 
to God in prayer. 

"The results were overwhelming! 
Our church was full. Several visitors 
came-invited by their friends," ex
claims Kuehl. "The greatest harvest 
from this celebration was the promo
tion of our second service which 
began on the following Sunday 

T T 
1961 
Trinity 

Kelowna, BC 
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when 75 people attended . Friend ship 
Sunday motivates each one to obey 
the command of Jesus, 'Go, therefore 
and make disciples."' 

Compelled to Serve 1992-94 
1fA. The Area Min isters served 
~ as the Task Force for the 

Biblical Imperative, Com
pelled to Serve. A handbook, Serve, 
includes articles on serve and 
resources to help people discover 
their spiritual gifts a nd to help 
motivate people to serve in their 
church and community. 

Profiles of people w ho model 
serve appear in each issue of the Bap
tist Herald. Resource materia ls are 
being distributed through "Link." 

1961 

Serve 

Committed to Give 1993-95 
~ The Development Depart-
' ~~~f1 ment is providing re-

·--.~ ''/ sources for the Biblical 
Impera tive: Committed to Give. The 
purpose: to encourage individuals 
and churches to practice Biblical 
principles of stewardship. 

Commanded to Care 1994-96 
~ A task force on care ~ill 
~ meet in 1993 to provide ff resource materials for this 
imperative. 

What is your involvement-your 
conunitment- to the mission of Vi
sion 2000? How are the Biblical Im
peratives becoming a more meaning
ful part of your life? 0 

1961 1961 
(Sterling Hgts.) Fell. Bap. Chapel 

Sterling Heights. Ml 

1960 
Holiday Park 

Pittsburgh, PA 
Dale Chaddock 

Penn-Ohio Association 
Joe Kornelewski 

British Columbia Association 

(Grant Park) Whyte Ridge 
Winnipeg, MB 

Richard Grabke 
Manitoba Association 

(Paul Meyer, Ralph Jolly, interims) 
Walter Stein 

Community 
Beavercreek, OH 

John Ziegler 
Penn-Ohio Association 

Michigan Association 
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Compelled to Serve-

'! HE ATTI'I'UDE 
One may be tempted to say "d o," 

"don't," and "how to" in regard 
to the practical aspects of "service." 
While it is good to be practical, there 
is a foundational lesson to be learned 
over and over: To be a mere practi
tioner of anything in the Christian 
life, including service, is inadequate. 

Furthermore, practical experience 
proves that serving is not the same 
as being a servant. We have 
likely experienced being 
served in a restaurant by a 
person whose attitude was 
"Look: I'd rather not be here. 
I'd ra ther not be doing this; 
I'd rather you wou ldn' t be 
here either. So just order eat 
leave your tip, and leav: me' 
alone!" That we ever .have 
such practices of serving with
out the attitude of servant
hood among those who 
"serve" in ou r churches is un
thinkable ... but? 

The most practical and 
theological issue in "service" 
is the question regarding 
attitude. Richard Foster' s 
statemen t in Celebration of Dis
cipline is true: "It is possible to 
master the mechanics of ser
vice without experiencing the 
Discipline" (p. 134). 

by Rick Laser 

foundation for all our actions of ser
vice. This belief can be exemplified 
in the three major operations of our 
life in the C hristian community: in 
caring, in speaking, and in leading 
(shepherding, communicating, and 
organizing). 

To serve authentically, we must 
extend care with a servant's a tti
tude. One way to do that is through 
the servanthood of listening. In Luke 
10: 38-42, we are g iven the wonder
ful narrative of Jesus being in Ma ry's 
and Martha's home. 

In that incident, Jesus clearly 
states that "Mary has chosen w hat is 
better" (42). Upon further examina

n 
tion, the text reveals the thing 
that is better: "Mary .. . sa t a t 
the Lord's feet listening to 
w ha t he said. But Martha was 
distracted . .. " (39b-40a). The 
firs t point to rem ember is 
that in the servanthood of 
care and listening we need an 
attitude of honest presence to 
the other person. 

Secondly, we notice tha t in 
the prio rities of caring a nd lis
tening there needs to be an 
a ttitude of true hospitality. 
When visiting w ith people, 
we can soon feel w hen we are 
being sincerely hosted. Not 
only is there a n honest physi
cal presence but also an inner 
openness as well. 

Hosts who a re so filled 
w ith their own agendas make 
us feel out of place-like ob

tQHl~J jects of their a ttention rather 
Our service for God and to 

people becomes most power
fu lly authentic when a serv
ant attitude is the spiritual 

-~---· tha n persons of worth. Jesus 

1961 
(Hudson Bay Park) Bay Park 

Saskatoon, SK 
Edmond Hohn 

Saskatchewan Association 
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(Bible) Nor1h Pointe 
(Troy) Warren, Ml 

Eugene Stroh 
Michigan Association 
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... 
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Cedarloo 
Cedar Falls, IA 

Bernard R. Fritzke 
Iowa Association 

senses that Jack of inner open
ness to His presence on 
Martha's part. H e simply 

1962 
Brentview 

Calgary, AB 
Rubin Herrmann 

Alberta Association 

1962 
Sierra Heights 
Renton, WA 
Ervin Gerlitz 

Pacific Northwest Association 
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says: "Ma rtha, Martha, you are 
worried and upset about many 
things" (v.41). 

The fina l lesson to be learned here 
is closely related. It is the lesson of 
humility. Listen to Martha (40b): 
"Lord, d on' t you care that my sister 
has left m e to d o the work by my
self? Tell her to help me." H er words 
were not motivated by servanthood. 
Rather, Martha desired recognition. 
When it did not come, she felt dis
couraged. 

M uch of our serving may have 
more to do with the fulfill

m ent of our own ego need s than we 
are willing to admit. It is not that we 
leave ourselves and our needs totally 
out of the picture. Instead, we are 
asked to re-eva lua te whether the 
driving force of our serving is au
thentic caring or self-gra tification. 

One aspect of serving is caring. 
Caring has to do w ith listening-lis
tening with an honest presence, w ith 
open hospitality, and w ith humility. 

When we think of serving in the 
context of speaking, i.e., communicat
ing, we must remember the servant
hood of acceptance. Despite the ad
monition to speak the truth in love 
(Ephesians 4:15), we a re regula rly 
beset by people w ho w ill criticize, 
disagree, and even slander us. Our 
norma l reaction is to respond d efen
sively, sometimes even in a "pay
back" mode. It is at such times that 
our attitude of acceptance of such 
people is at a very low ebb. 

When we allow our own negative 
feelings to be transferred back onto 
those w ho have hurt us, we become 
powerless to serve them. No matter 
w hat we may communicate verbally, 
unless it is acceptance and the d esire 

... ... 

to dialogue, our communicative foot
ing is weakened. It is true that it is 
not helpful to be a doormat for peo
ple, to internalize our feelings, and 
never to show our anger. 

Instead, we must own up to our 
feelings, take responsibility for them 
and learn how to communicate but 
without simultaneously communicat
ing rejection. Jesus was able to do 
that in Gethsemane! Peter was not! 

Is the driving force of 
our serving authentic caring 

or self-gratification? 
Much of our serving 

may have more to do with 
the fulfillment of our 
own ego needs than 

we are willing 
to admit. 

But when Peter finally learned the 
servanthood of acceptance, he was 
able to conununicate powerfully to 
Cornelius and his household (Acts 
10). Serving in the context of com
municating requires an attitude and 
readiness to accept others, even if 
they should choose not to accept us. 

Another aspect of serving to con
sider is in the context of leading. One 
way to d o that is by modeling ser
van thood as Jesus did: "For you 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though he was rich, yet 
for your sakes he became poor so 
that you through his poverty might 
become rich" (2 Corinthians 8:9). 

How may we model servant
hood ? By having the atti tude Jesus 
had (Philippians 2:5). 

Consider this model of headship. 
The function of the head in the body, 
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Rose of Sharon 
Richmond. BC 
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British Columbia Association 
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Jake Neudorf 
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Serve 
the way the biblical revelation 
speaks of it, is to supply the body 
with light (eyes), air and sm ell 
(nose), sound (ears), food and drink 
(mouth). The head has the nurturing 
function in the body including the 
function of bodily co-ordination. The 
head is, therefore, no t a status em
blem but a service emblem: " ... just 
as Christ loved the church and gave 
himself up for her" (Ephesians 5:25). 

No matter what else one m ay say 
about head ship or leadership, the 
pervading motive and a ttitude is 
servanthood. As church leaders, 
teachers, pastors, husbands, wives, 
and children, we are called to submit 
to one another out of reverence for 
C hrist (Ephesians 5:21). When we 
seek to model servanthood in that 
frame of mind, our crisis in leader
ship will be greatly reduced, for our 
crisis in leadership is not just quanti
tative but qualita tive. 

Let's not be people who merely 
master the mechanics of service. In
stead, let us pray and work to be peo
ple who strive for the d evelopment 
of a servant's atti tude as we listen, 
speak, and lead. 0 

Dr. Rick Lnser is Associnte Professor 
of Ho111iletics n11d Pnstornl Theology 
nt Ed111011to11 Bnptist Se111 i11nry, 
Ed111011to11 , Albertn. 
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North American Baptist Seminan1 is a natural training ground to prepare 
persons to witness and to serve. Faculty members and students have opportu
nities to model these two vital imperatives. 

Dr. Ron Carlson, professor of evangelism and church development at North 
American Baptist Seminary, takes evangelism and servantlzood beyond the 
walls of the classroom. 

Randy Reese, a senior in the Master of Divinity degree program at N orth 
American Baptist Seminan11 uses his gifts in evangelism to serve-inspiring 
and discipling others to share their faith. 

by Linda Pelzer 

All wu1er the 
SAME ROOF 

For the past seven years, Ron and 
Marlene Carlson have shared 

their home with 11 immigrants, refu
gees, and foreign students. Presently 
living with the Carlsons is a fa mily 
from China and two graduate stu
dents-one from Japan and the other 
from Bulgaria. 

Under the Carlson roof, love and 
servanthood cross all cultural bar
riers . For the Carlson family, going 
into all the world to preach the gos
pel isn't a matter of raising financial 
support and boarding a plane to fly 
overseas. 

The Carlsons firs t opened their 
home to a Vietnamese refugee mov
ing into Sioux Falls in 1985. Khoa 
stayed with the Carlsons for three 
years. Still considered part of the 
family, he is now a medical technolo
gist in Minneapolis. 

When asked what it's like to live 
as an international family, Ron and 
Marlene's l 5-year-old son, Peter, and 

... ... 
1964 1964 

The Carlson family received a "Family 
Matters Award" from Family Service, 
Inc., of Sioux Falls for their work with 
internationals and for modeling positive 
family relationships. (Clockwise) Ron 
and Marlene Carlson; Yoshiko Niino, 
graduate student, Japan; Peter Carlson; 
Elly Carlson; and Zornitsa Igoff, N.A.B. 
Seminary student, Bulgaria . 
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Jamestown, ND 
George Robinson 

Central Dakota-Montana Asso. 

Highland 
Junction City, KS 
David Priestley 

Southwestern Association 

1965 
Creston 

Creston, BC 
Jake Neudorf 

British Columbia Association 
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14-year-old daughter, Elly, say, "It's 
like having a lot of brothers and sis
ters- sometimes it's fun, and some
times it's frustra ting." 

Corrununication is one of the 
challenges the Carlsons face. Neither 
Ron nor Marlene speaks a second 
language. In addition, Marlene says, 
"The American life is so fast-paced 
that it's d ifficu lt to find time to com
municate. And we find that commu
nication is the key to a healthy fam
ily rela tionship." 

"Since corrununication is particu
larly important in maintaining cross
cultural relationships," Ron adds, 
"we've tried to ma ke time to corrunu
nicate." 

Yoshiko Niino, a student from 
Japan s tudying at a local college, 
says that the Carlson household func
tions like and offers the secu rity of a 
family. Zornitsa Igoff, w ho came 
from Bulgaria last year to study in 
the counseling program at N.A.B. 
Seminary, says the Carlson family 
was the key to her cultural adjust
ment. "They accepted me as a mem
ber of the family. When they were in
vited someplace, I was, too." 

Each week, the Carlsons' circle of 
friends extends beyond their own 
home to include many o ther interna
tionals living in Sioux Falls. In 1985, 
they established a regular Friday eve
ning gathering called In ternational 
Friends. Last October, they began co
ord inating an international worship 
service, w hich meets each Sunday af
ternoon. 

"We receive more in return than 
we give," says Ron . Through their 
generous giving, the Carlsons have 
impacted the lives of many persons 
from diverse cultures and lands. 0 
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Lynnwood, WA 
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Takingthem tv 
THE VANTAGE 
POINT 

What motivates North Ameri
can Baptist Seminary student 

Randy Reese? "I desire to take people 
to a 'vantage point,' w here I can say, 
'This is who God is, and this is what 
He can do through your life."' Randy 
believes at this point that God's peo
ple can see the vital need to develop 
personal rela tionships that lead to 
evangelistic opportunities. 

As Randy d isciples you th, he 
helps them realize they have a re
sponsibility to reach out to their 
friends at school. 

He encourages the youth to bring 
their friends to a monthly event 
called "Wild and Weird," an evening 
of fu n that includes a nonthreatening 
presentation of the gospel. 

According to Randy, a program 
like "Wild and Weird" allows youth 
to say to their friends, "I can' t fully 
describe w ha t Jesus means to me, 
but if you come to 'Wild and Weird,' 
you can experience and get a taste of 
who God is through one of the topics 
that is discussed." 

Is this program effective? Tara 
Putnam, a teen in the Oak Hills 
youth group, took Eric to "Wild a nd 
Weird," and Eric "liked what he 
saw," says Randy. "He liked the fact 
that people cared for him and were 
his friends." 

After Pastor Art Bollaert pre
sented the gospel in a sermon one 
Sunday, Ra nd y ushered Eric into the 
fami ly of God. 
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Esterhazy Hillside 
Esterhazy, SK Dickinson, ND 

Peter Schroeder Wilfred Dickau 
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At Oak Hills Baptist, experiences 
like Eric's serve as a living example 
of how students can make a differ
ence for the kingdom of God. These 
show that evangelism doesn't need 
to be "canned" and threatening but 
can be relational and exciting. 

In addition, Randy takes the 
adults of Oak Hills Baptist to this 
"vantage point" as he teaches the 
evangelism training class on Sunday 
mornings. In cooperation with Dr. 
Ron Carlson, evangelism professor 
at N.A.B. Seminary, Randy has 
launched a pilot project to train 
laypersons how to share their faith. 

" . . . if I don't take the first step 
and walk across the street to my 
neighbor, forget about the other 
steps of the evangelistic process," 
says Randy. "People would get an 
'A' from me if they came to the class 
and shared that they walked across 
the street to meet their neighbor for 
the first time. They' ll get an 'F' if 

they memorized all the methodolo
gies that we present yet failed to take 
the first step in establishing a rela
tionship with someone who doesn' t 
know who Jesus really is." 

Randy believes that one aspect of 
evangelism is a "ministry of pres
ence"-a trust relationship must be 
formed in order to win the right to 
be heard and make the gospel rele
vant to the needs of the individual. 
"It' s more than meeting with them 
and passing out tracts. It's coming 
a longside them," says Randy. 

How can a church inspire its peo
ple to witness and to serve? "When 
we encounter who God is," says 
Randy, "then we will reflect who 
God is through our caring, our serv
ing, our witnessing, and our empa
thy .. . Everything we do should re
flect who God is. When the church 
worships, its response to encounter
ing God should be evidenced in 
what it does as mission." 0 

As Rn11d11 interacts wit/1 the vouth at Oak Hills Baptist Church, Sio11x Falls , SD, lie 
encourages t/Je111 to share t/Jefr fa it/J with t/Jeir peers . 
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Serving in STREET MINISTRY 

"A t North American Baptist 
College, our classrooms 

have no walls. We encourage our 
students to translate their learning to 
the real world outside the classroom. 
Serving the street people of Edmon
ton through the ministry of the 
Mustard Seed Street Church is only 
one of the many ways in which our 
students are expressing their faith in 
the garb of true servanthood," says 
Kurt Redschlag, director of recruit
ment and communications, North 
American Baptist College. 

Thirty years ago, the inner city 
contained many church buildings
each housing a vibrant congregation, 
but most of these moved out of this 
area into newer and better facilities 
to minis ter to their own kind. In the 
inner city, poverty, abuse, and vio
lence abounded, but who was left to 
minister? 

Originating out of the vision of 
two Baptist denominations, the 
North American Baptist Conference 
and the Baptist Union of Western 
Canada, Mustard Seed Street Church 
provides a transitional church home 
for those recently released from 
prison as well as the inhabitants of 
Edmonton's inner city. 

Now meeting in the former facili
ties of Central Baptist Church, the 
Church establishes a Christian pres
ence in Edmonton's inner city 
through weekly inter-denomina
tional worship services, Christian 
life-style education, coffee house 
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Sunshine Ridge 
Surrey, BC 

Edmond Hohn 

by Sig Schuster and Kurt Redschlag 

drop-in ministry, pastoral counsel
ing, street and institutional outreach, 
support and assistance for those seek
ing employment, referral to commu
nity resources, and special commu
nity events. 

The Rev. Laurie Lafleur, a gradu
ate of Edmonton Baptist Seminary, 
serves as pastor I cha plain of Mus
tard Seed Street Church. Along with 
his associate, Neal Campbell, they 
minister to the needs of Edmonton's 
street people to create a community 
of caring people where lives are 
changed. 

N.A.B. College and Edmonton 
Baptist Seminary students have been 
grea tly involved in the frontline min
istries of the Mustard Seed Street 
Church. They have prepared food, 
answered telephones, provided 
special music, given testimonies, and 
preached in some of the worship ser
vices, and generally assisted the staff 
where needed most. 

Probably the most satisfying con
tribution has been the students' one
to-one sharing and counseling with 
individuals at the coffee house and 
after regular worship services. 

Edmonton Baptis t Seminary stu
dent Brian E. Kirsch recalls, "As one 
involved in minis try a t the Mustard 
Seed Street Church, I remember driv
ing through Edmonton to the 
Church. In a few short blocks, I 
passed out of the world of shiny of
fice buildings and well-dressed exec
utives and came to a whole new 

... 
1968 

world . .. the inner city. My eyes 
were opened as I passed by a m an 
lying in the s treet as the paramedics 
were trying to give him p hysical aid . 
A prostitute marked out her territory 
on the corner, w hile a man in d irty 
clothes held a bottle in a brown bag 
to his Ii ps." 
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Twin Pines Anderson Road Lakeshore 
Cedar Rapids, IA Houston, TX St. Catherines. ON 
Ronald Derman Elton Kirstein Henry Schumacher 
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"This is where Jesus would be! In 
poverty, hurt, abuse, sickness, 
injustice, ignorance, and sin, there 
must be His compassion, healing, 
forgiveness, love, and grace," says 
Brian." I am so glad for this opportu
nity to be able to respond to the Im
perative Compelled to Serve." 

N .A.B. College student Edward 
Lehman notes, "The giving up of 
one's time and energy just to serve 
another person has lost its meaning 
for most people in our society. "In 
my volunteer work at the Mustard 
Seed Street Church, I have come to 
realize that all I have is from God. 
Therefore, when I serve others, I am 
really only sharing what God gave 
me in the fi rst place. As Christ Him
self said, 'Freely you have received, 
freely give' (Matthew 10:8). By serv
ing the street people of Edmonton, 
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Faith 

Hillsboro. OR 
Martin Franke 

Seroe 
we are actually rendering service 
unto our Lord." 

"The students built bridges of 
trust between the church and those 
in the inner city," says Tom Irwin, 
coordinator of volunteer ministries. 
"The Mustard Seed ministry has 
benefited greatly from the students 
serving, and we welcome their 
participation." 

ConuT\enting on the schools' 
relation to the Biblical Imperative, 
Compelled to Serve, S. H. Schuster, 
director of church liaison, Edmonton 
Baptist Seminary, says, "This helps 
North American Baptist College and 
Edmonton Baptist Seminary to refo
cus on our prin1ary reason for exist
ing, namely, to 'Train Leaders ... 
Transform Lives' as part of our con
tribution to help fulfill the Great 
Commission and Vision 2000." 0 
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Serving in NORTH AMERICA 
As the population explodes and 

major population centers mush
room, the need to share the gospel 
and establish new churches esca
lates. Not only are many new 
churches needed in the growing sub
urbs but also for the many thou
sand s of immigrants coming to live 
in North America. 

Planting churches is Jesus Christ's 
program of building His Kingdom. 

In Matthew 16:18, 
He states, "I will 
build my church . . 
.. " He also commis
sioned His follow
ers to make disci
ples of all nations 
(28:19-20). 

"Our goal is to 
develop healthy, 

vigorous, ·self-propagating churches 
that will also be full participa nts in 
our total N.A.B. Conference outreach 
ministries," says Bernard Fritzke, as
sociate director for church planting. 

TheN.A.B. Conference church 
planting ministry works hand in 
hand with 25 Church Extension 
Committees in 20 Associations. 

• 33 New Churches Reaching 
People for Christ 

Li ves are being changed as people 
find Christ in 33 new churches. 
Christians are being discipled and 
finding meani ngful ways to serve. 
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Garfield 
Mt. Clemens. Ml 

Jack Dundas 
Michigan Association 
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Parkland 
Spruce Grove, AB 

Harold Weiss 
Alberta Associalion 

Through the ministry of these 
new chu rches, 230 peop le received 
Christ as Savior, 258 d edicated their 
lives to Christ, and 172 were bap
tized. 

Not only d id these 33 churches re
ceive financia l support from the 
N.A.B. Conference Mission a nd Min
istries contributions, but also they 
contributed $87,313 for N.A.B. Con
ference Missions and Ministries. 

In December 1991, 22 of these 
ch urches averaged 77 in attendance. 

From January through April 1992, 
43 people accepted Christ as Savior, 

.. 
1972 

54 rededica ted their lives to Chris t, 
and 24 were baptized in N.A.B. Con
ference church p lanting projects. 
• At La Costa Hills Baptis t Church 

in Carlsbad, CA, church planter 
Larry Lamb tells of the recent cele
bration welcoming three new 
members. They told the congrega
tion how they w ill be serving in 
this Church. "To join this Church," 
says Lamb, "each one mus t indi
cate how they will serve." 

• In Fra nklin, WI, at Fra nklin Com
munity Church, John Schindler, 
church planter, says, "A young 
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Olympic View 
Tacoma, WA 

.. 
Ft. Richmond 
Winnipeg, MB 

Cornie I. Wiebe 
Manitoba Association 

LeRoy Schauer 
Pacific Northwest Association 

1973 
Steele Heights 
Edmonton, AB 

Ron Berg 
Alberta Association 

_ l __ __ J 

adult w ho had received Chris t 
three months back invited a young 
lady suffering from a plastic ane
mia to Friendship Sunday." 

At the Friendship Sunday ser
vice, this lady received Christ as 
did her father, mother, and an 
aunt. Her fiance, present at that 
service, was not ready to respond 
to Christ. During the fo llowing 
week, however, he surrendered to 
Christ while visiting with his 
fiancee and Pastor Schindler at the 
hospital. 

The young man had rallied the 
Church to participate in a blood 
drive for her. Because of her need, 
37 people from Franklin Commu
nity Church offered themselves for 
a bone marrow test. The Church 
continues to faithfu lly pray for her. 

• Five New Churches 
Planted in 1991 

Five new churches were planted in 
the U.S.A. a nd Canada in 1991 with 
funds contributed for church plant
ing throu gh the Conference Mission 
a nd Ministries budget. They are 
• East West Community Church, 

Ana heim, CA, fnwnlrnr Gnnninlr 

.. .. 
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Apple Valley 
Apple Valley. MN 
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• Stony Creek Church, Shelby Town
ship, MI, Randy Rlren11111e 

• New Life Community Church, 
Lloydn1inster, AB, Mn rt in 
Wngnntnll 

• ElmCreek Community Church, 
Maple Grove, MN, Leiglr Harrison 

• New Beginnings Church, Keizer, 
OR, Bruce Fields 

• Seven Churches to Begin in 1992 
Seven new church planting projects 
are planned to begin in 1992 if fund
ing and church planters are avail
able. Four of these are presently 
being planted as of July. 
• Harvest Baptist, Ottawa, ON, 

Frank Hildebrandt 
• Cascade Baptist Fellowship, 

Federal Way, WA, Larry Neufeld 
• Westlake Community Fellowship, 

Rowlett, TX, Bradley Grubb 
• Church Planting Project, Modesto, 

CA, ]n111cs Rcnke 

• Churches Become 
Self-Supporting 

One goal of the Church Planting Di
vision is that churches become self
supporting as soon as possible. "We 
hope this will happen in three years, 
but five yea rs of Conference support 
is the maximum," says Fritzke. 

.. 

During 1991, nine churches becan1e 
self-su pporti11g. 
• Austin Fellowship, Austin, TX, 

Gordon Stork 
• Coppell Fellowship, Coppell, TX, 

Dan J-leringer 
• Pacific Bible, Dana Point, CA, 

Keith McKinney 
• Hope Fellowship, Kansas City, 

MO, Dennis Dewey 
• Walnut Grove Baptist, Langley, 

BC, ]i111 Cnln1111111ce 
• Christ Community Baptist, 

Puyallup, WA, Gordon Bauslnugli 
• Antelope Springs, Sacramento, 

CA, Steve Kellar 
• Oak Hills Baptist, Sioux Falls, SD, 

Art Ir 11 r Bo/ Inert 
• Vaca Valley Baptist, Vacaville, CA, 

David Wes 11a 

As of July 1, 1992, two churches 
become self-supporting. 
• Riverside Baptist, Devon, AB, 

Larry Froese 
• Mountainview Community, Fon-

tana, CA, David Bolton 

• Intercultural Church Planting 
"lntercul tural ministries in the 
N .A.B. Conferen ce continu e to multi
p ly, as churches a nd Associations 
fa ithfu lly seize the opportunities pre-
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William Kresal 
Illinois Association 

J ake Leverette 
Minnesota-LaCrosseAssociation 
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Fountain Valley 
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Willis Carrico/Eugene Stroh 
(co-pastors) 
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British Columbia 
Association 
24 churches (I e rr incl.) 

4,224 members (+37) 
2,078 av. S.S. attendance 
4,509 av. Sun. worship attendance 

128 baptisms 

Alberta Association 
49 churches (I err incl.) 
2 errs (I in 1991 I 1 in1 992) 
I church awaiting recognition 

7,918 members (+47) 
4,138 av. S.S. attendance 
8,435 av. Sun. worship attendance 

222 baptisms 

Saskatchewan 
Association 
14 chu rches 

1,324 members (-10) 
780 av. S.S. attendance 

1,409 av. Su n. worship attendance 
39 baptisms 

i 
Northern Dakota { 
A ssociation I 
16 churches 

2, 195 members ( +58) 
J,034 av. S.S. attendance 

Manitoba Association 
16 

2 
2,438 
1,477 
2,504 

43 

churches 
CPP chu rches 
members (+5) 
av. S.S. attendance 
av. Sun. worship attendance 
baptisms 

Minnesota/Lacrosse 
Association 
11 

I 
1,475 

804 
1,149 

24 

churches 
CPP chu rch in 1991 
members (-69) 
llV . S.S. attendance 
av. Sun. worship a ttendan ce 
baptisms 

Great Lakes Association 
29 churches 
3 CPP churches 

7,047 members (-61) 

3,330 av. S.S. attendance 
5,967 av. Sun. worship attendance 

213 baptisms Pacific Northwest 
Association 1,759 av. s.un. worship<1ltcndancc 

61 baptisms 
15 churches (I CPP incl.) 

I erP church ( 1992) 
1,962 members (-13) 
1,175 av. S.S. attendance 
1,666 av. Sun. worship attendance 

63 bapt isms 

Northern California 
Association 
15 
4 

6,246 
4,002 
5,866 

193 

churches 
err churches (I in I 992) 
members (+58) 
av. S.S. attendance 
av. Sun. worship attendance 
baptisms 

Southern California 
Association 

9 churches 
ePP churches (I in 1991) 
members (+51) 
av. S.S. atlcndancC' 

Central Pacific 
Association 
t4 churches 

Central Dakota/ 
Montana Association 
26 churches 

3,401 members (+39) 
t,735 av. S.S. attendance 
2,821 av. Sun. worship attendance 

94 baptisms 

South Dakota/Wyoming 
Association 
17 churches 

2 CPI' churches (I in 1991) 

2,736 membcrs (+ l9) 
1,490 av. S.S. attendance 
2,274 av. Su n. worship attendance 

2,314 members (+30) 
t.385 av. S.S. attendance 
2,0 10 av. Sun. worship attendance 

58 baptisms 

64 baptisms 

Southwestern 
Association 
25 

2,248 
1,357 
1,784 

churches 
members (-47) 
av. S.S. attcndn nct~ 

5 
1,709 
1,096 
2,263 

84 
av. Sun. worship attendance 
baptisms 

38 
av. Sun. worship attendance 
baptisms 

NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST 

CONFERENCE 
Churches in Canada and the U.S.A. 

This map reflects the number of churches, membership, average 
Sunday school and worship attendance, and number of church 
starts zn each Association in 1991. (- under/+over 1990) 
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Wisconsin Association 
churches 
e PPchurch 
members (+23) 
av. S.S. a ttendance 

12 
I 

2,492 
937 

2,354 
35 

av. Su n. worship attendance 
baptisms 

Iowa Association 
14 chu rches 

I e r rchurch 
2, 194 members (-33) 
1,037 av. S.S. a ttendance 
1,605 av. Sun. worsh ip attendance 

112 baptisms 

Southern Association 
15 churches 

1,408 members (+79) 
892 av. S.S. altendance 

Illinois Association 
15 churches 

1,907 members (-86) 
927 av. S.S. attendance 

1,-138 ilV. Sun. worship attendance 
62 baptisms 

1,442 av. Su n. worship a ttendance 
34 baplisms 

I new church slart in 1992 

Miscellaneous Church 
I church 

88 mcmbcrs( +3) 
'.l l av. S.S. attcndann· 
72 av. Su n. wors hip atkndance 

2 baptisms 

Eastern Association 
26 churches (I err incl.) 

3,607 members (-1) 
1,937 av. S.S. attendance 
3,201 av. Sun. worship attendance 

84 baplisms 
I new church s tart in 1992 

Atlantic Association 
17 

I 
1 

1,708 
861 

1,729 
102 

churches 
err 
church a\\'aiting recognition 
members ( + 121) 
nv. S.S. attendanCl' 
av. Sun. worship attendance 
baptisms 

1991 Statistics 
379 

5 
60,641 
56,257 

churches 
new church starts 
members 
av. Sunday worship attendance 

1991 Gains 
1,685 baptisms 

172 (church planting baptisms) 
1, 156 gains through transfer o~ letter 
1,476 gains by Christian experience 

1991 Losses 
495 

3,135 
94 
46 

through deaths 
removed from rolls 
churches reported no baptisms 
churches d id not report 

Church pln11ti11g projects nrc tlwsc 
cl111rcl1es receiPing Conft'rrncc support 
lmt 11ot reccrued 111to tlic Assoc inti) ..; 
of Dece111/1er 31 , 1991 . ( 11 ll. 



sented for such ministries," says the 
Rev. David Wick, intercultural min

istries coordinator 
(part-time). Estab
lished African 
American, Korean, 
Chinese, and Po
lish congregations 
joined the N.A.B. 
Conference in 1991 
and 1992 and "im

measurably strengthened our minis
try," says Wick. 

These along w ith Hispanic, Roma
nian, Asian Indian, and Messianic 
Jewish congregations make up 23 in
tercultura l churches w ho are part of 
the N.A.B. Conference. Eleven estab
lished churches have a multicultural 
membership/ministry; some include 
German language ministries, also. 

The N.A.B. Conference fina ncia lly 
supports intercultu ral churches in 
Philadelphia, Detroit, Texas, Colo
rado, and Cali fornia . "Indigenous in
tercultural efforts in the Northern 
and Southern California, British Co
lumbia, Alberta, Eastern, Great 
Lakes, and Atlantic Associations 
demonstrate strong grass roots in
volvement," says Wick. 
• One of these church pla nters, Sam

uel Slaffey, serves in a ghetto in 
South Philadelphia . "I know tha t it 
is especially important to build re
lations with the people in this 
a rea," says Slaffey. Remembering 
that in Matthew 9, Jesus saw peo
ple with compassion, Slaffey and 
his wife sta rted a church with an 
excoca ine addict and an exprosti
tu te. "We saw it as a miracle when 
the N.A.B. Conference took us into 
the fold as chu rch planters," notes 
Slaffey. 

T T 
1974 

Shakopee 
Shakopee, MN 

This area is a colorful cultural 
mosaic. "We see doorways of evan
gelism to Italian mothers, Koreans, 
Greek merchants, Puerto Rican 
drug d ealers, and young black 
youth," says Slaffey . 

"Your prayers and gifts are mak
ing an impact in Philadelphia. 
Two boys who used to deliver 
drugs for their mother are now 
born again. Two young mothers 
who attended the Atlantic Associa
tion women's retreat know they 
are a part of the N.A.B. Confer
ence. We all say thank you." 

• Established churches, such as 
Whitehaven Road Baptist Church 
in Grand Island, NY, have linked 
w ith others in multicu ltural minis
tries. This Church is a ttempting to 
reach inner-city Buffalo with a 
sports ministry that may grow into 
a church plant. 
"A challenge facing some of the in

tercultural ministries is the need for 
economic and communi ty develop
ment," notes Wick. "Before some of 
our intercultural works can become 
self-supporting, they w ill have to ad
dress the cycle of poverty in which 

T 
1974 
Sunrise 

Fair Oaks. CA 

their members live. We hope to pro
vide specialized training in economic 
d evelopment to selected church lead
ers in 1992." 

• Finding 20 Potential 
Church Planters 

Another goal is to identify 20 p oten
tial church planters to pastor new 
churches. 

Who is a church plante r? Wha t is 
that person like? Robert Wa lther, 
associate director for church plant
ing, sees this p erson as one w ho 
• Prays fervently 
• Casts a vision for the church plant

ing project and helps others ca tch 
this vision 

T T 
1974 

Hollyview 
1974 

College Heights 
Pnnce George. BC 

Wilbert Harsch 
British Columbia Association 

Reuben Stading 
Minnesota-LaCrosseAssociation 

Eugene Kern 
Northern California Association 

Boring, OR 
Larrimore Neufeld 

Central Pacific Association 

1974 
Calvary 

Fremont, OH 
Richard Methner 

Penn-Ohio Association 
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• Desires consistent growth in the 
church with a goal of the church 
becoming self-supporting 

• Is intrinsically motivated and 
committed to excellence 

• Is responsive to the community
identifying and interpreting the 
needs of the community 

• Utilizes the giftedn ess of others 
• Has spousal cooperation, serving 

as a tea1n 
"People-church planters- called 

of God and willing to serve are 
need ed to help reach North America 
for Chris t," says Walther. "Consider 

serving as a church 
planter or encour
aging someone in 
your fa1nily or 
church to make this 
commitment. Pray 
that those w hom 
God is calling will 
respond." 

• Women's Ministries 
The Women's Missionary Fellowship 
is one of the most valuable organiza
tions in any church! It offers 
• an opportunity to seriously meet 

the need s of ma ny hurting people, 
w hether at home or interna tion
ally; and 

1974 
Meadow Hills 
Aurora, CO 
Victor Gunst 

Southwestern Association 

1975 
Highland 

Derby, NY 
George Brite 

Eastern Association 
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The bi11ntio11nl Exerntive Co111111ittce of the Wo111e11's Missionary Fellowship is co111-
111itted to 111odeling service, provid i11g resources, a11d worki11g together as tea111 111e111-
bers with the wo111en' s leadership 011 tlze locnl c/1urch and Associational levels. Tlze 
WMF £xerntive Committee and WMF office personnel are (standing /. tor.) Dottie 
Aebi, 111e111ber-at-large, West US; Com/ Leh111an, vice-pres. II; Mary Smith, editor, 
Progrn111 Resource; Linda Weber, director; Sue Kiblin , 111e111ber-at-largc, East US; 
Rose Tole11ti110, WMF office secretary; Sandy Wilkie, 111e111ber-at-lnrge, Cnnadn; Pn111 
Are11ds, vice-pres. I; n11d Na ncy Le11 11 ick, president. 

• a place for the women of our con
gregations to be able to discover 
that God has given them spiritual 
gifts that He will use as they are 
willing to serve in His name. 
The effectiveness of the women's 

group comes from involving many 
women in a myriad of ministries that 
touch a ll avenues of the church's 
outreach. Through the Women's 
Missionary Fellowship, the women 
of our churches are provided oppor
tunities for leadership, training, 
encouragement, and service," says 
Linda Weber, women's minis tries 
director. 

1975 

• Youth Ministries 
"Providing a list of youth workers 
w ho a re w illing to network to pro
vide youth topics, resource informa
tion, and help with problem-solving 
is one serv ice of the youth minis
tries," notes Dan Hamil, youth minis
tries d irector. Hamil, who serves one 
d ay a week, is coord inating the 
Triennial Conference Youth Program 
for 1994. 

In 1991, a summer ministry, Com
pass, provided s tudents an opportu
nity to teach vacation Bible schools 
at two church planting projects and 
one established church. 
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Bloomingdale 
Bloomingdale. IL 

PhilYntema 
Illinois Association 

Woodland Shores 
Bridgman. Ml 

(Norman Barkan, interim) 
Rubin Herrmann 

Michigan Association 
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Bernal Road 

San Jose, CA 
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Miracle at the Well! 
by Dale Hufnagel 

A new missionary, Dale Hufnagel, led young builders of the Nkwen Baptist Church 
to Christ . The Church building, the size of a football field, has a total seating capacity 
of 4,000. The balcony will seat 1,000. 

W hat a drag! The w hole day 
without water? Welcome to 

Cameroon, Dale! So, off I went with 
pail in hand without a n inkling of 
why the Lord had allowed or per
haps even caused this terrible incon
venience. 

That's how it all began Friday af
ternoon, February 14, 1992. We had 
not even been in Cameroon for one 
month before the Lord began a rich 
harvest of souls tha t we trust is still 
only the beginning. 

As I drew closer to the wa ter, 
which was spilling out of a small 
garden hose, I realized that I was not 
the only one in need. One of the 33 
church builders working on the 
Nkwen Baptist Church in Bamenda 

T T 

was already there. The Lord said, 
"ASK if he knows the way!" 

Now, I have to make one thing 
very clea r at this point. When we, as 
a family, moved in across from these 
young workmen at Baptis t Center, I 
experienced no warm, fuzzy feelings 
of love for them or, for that matter, 
any burning d esire to share the Gos
pel with them. Ins tead, I peered out 
across the yard at them with distrust. 
Besides tha t, our real ministry would 
not begin until we moved to Bafous
sam and began French church p lai1t
ing-or so I tho ught. 

In spite of those rather natural yet 
terribly carnal thoughts and feelings, 
I took the challenge to ask the young 
builder whether or not he knew for 
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1976 

Calvary 
Regina, SK 

Robert R. Hoffman 
Saskatchewan Association 

1976 
Nepean 

Ottawa, ON 
Loren Weber 

Eastern Association 

1976 
Park Meadows 
Lethbridge, AB 
Bruce Merrifield 

Alberta Association 

certain that he was going to hea ven 
when he died. 

Now, I am not sure if that young 
man named Samuel, a Pidgin 
speaker, actually understood all that 
I said, but he was open. So I invited 
him to trust Christ to save him and 
to take control of his life. We knelt to 
pray, and Samuel trusted Ch ris t to 
save him. 

As we left that "holy ground" and 
made our way back through the site, 
I was very guardedly excited, if you 
know what I mean. My thoughts and 
emotions were all mixed up be-
tween, "Wow, my first convert in 
Africa!" and "Does he really under
stand? Is he really born again?" 

The next day I went to see Samuel 
in the workers' house. He listened 
intently as I shared the Gospel more 
fully. 

A crowd began to gather around 
us. Sensing something important 
was taking place, 10 other workers 
joined us. When I left them that 
morning, I had witnessed 11 men 
kneel and commit their lives to Jesus 
Chris t. 

This time I knew that Samuel a t 
least unders tood a nd tha t his d eci
sion was genuine. Now, the others? I 
was not too sure. Was this rea l, or 
was this simply a group decision due 
to peer pressure? 

As we bega n to meet for fo llow
up teaching, more of their friends 
joined us. During our study time, I 
always took the time to question 
them about salvation. 

As these young m en watched 
their friend s come to Christ, they 
were being prepared to share the 
Gospel as well, so one night I let 
them loose. Now, they are the soul
winners, and J have the privilege of 
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Sturgeon Valley 
St. Albert, AB 
Erwin Kujat 

Alberta Association 

1976 
Brooks 

Brooks, AB 
Philip Grabke 

Alberta Association 
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wa tching my children bear grand
children. Can you think of anything 
more exciting? 

Since that waterless afternoon at 
the "well," five have been baptized, 
and two more have come to Christ, 
bring ing the total to twenty-one new 
believers, one in process and one re
dedication. Why? Why did God use 
a g reen-horn missionary just off the 
plane to bring the Gospel to people 
who spoke Pidgin more comfortably 
than English? I really do not know, 
except for one thing, I obeyed the 
Lord when He said, "Ask them if 
they know the way ." 

As I reflect back on my life and 
pastoral ministry in Ca nada, I realize 
tha t I was too often afraid to simply 
ask people if they were going to 
heaven when they d ie. I rea lly be
lieve tha t had I asked more, I would 
have led ma ny more to Christ. North 
America is far more open to the Gos
pel than we rea lize. I tell you, it sure 
is a lo t easier not to a sk, but the road 
of disobedience always is. 

Now let me put the ba ll in your 
court. Will you obey our Lord and 
begin asking your fr iends, your 
neighbors, your acquaintances if 
they know the way? This road of 
obed ience is more d iffi cult, but the 
rewa rds are infin ite ly m ore as well. 
Happy questioning! 0 
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The Rev. Onie 
J-111f11ngel is n 11 

N .A.B. 111issio11nry 
servi11g in 
Cn111eroo11, 
West Africa. 
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Serving Internationally 
L ike Joshua in the Old Testament, 

our missionaries have the bur
den and vision to serve in the spiri
tual battle for the Kingdom of God. 
Joshua challenged the children of 
God to serve the Lord in sincerity 
and truth. The constant challenge be
fore him was to confront the enemy 
so as to win back the territory that 
God had promised to Israel. In the 
midst of paga nism, he stood firm by 
holding the banner of God with a 
servant's heart. 

As an N .A.B. Conference, we have 
more than 70 career and short-term 
missionaries serving overseas. They 
are compelled to serve to bring 
Christ to those who do not know 
and to disciple Christians to serve. 
Our missionaries serve side by side 
with national pastors, teachers, medi
cal workers, and fa ithful local church 
laborers who are burdened with the 
commission to witness. 

Serving through 
church planting 

Making disciples through church 
planting continues to be the primary 
focus within each of the seven na
tions w here we serve. 
• In Restinga, a residential section of 
Porto Alegre, RS, Brazil, Mission-

Serving i11 i11 temntio11nl111issions nd111 i11 istmtio11 (/ .to r.) nrc till' Reu . 
Fred Folkerts, nssocinte director; the Rev. Her111n11 Effn, director; n11d tile 
Rev. Onie Fuchs, nssocinte director. 
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Boca Raton, FL 
Norman Vernon 

Great Lakes Association 
S. Donald Ganstrom 

Central Dakota-Montana Assa. 

Rock Rapids, IA 
Reuben Grueneich 
Iowa Association 

1977 
(Southside Baptist Temple) 

Southside 
Monclova, OH 
Ron Heisler 

Penn-Ohio Association 

1977 
Neshaminy Valley 

Bensalem, PA 
Dennis Kee 

Atlantic Association 
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aries Keith and Lilyane Bienert are 
planting a church. 

"In 1991, after six months of hard 
work, we dedicated our new build
ing with no debt. God does beyond 
what we ask, think, and expect. The 
day after the dedication, we baptized 
three people with others waiting for 
the next baptismal class to start. We 
thank the Lord for the privilege of 
serving Him." 

Evangelistic home Bible studies, 
visitation, family counseling, preach
ing, and teaching are some of 
Bienerts' responsibilities. "Church 
planting is very hard, slow work, but 
it is rewarding to see lives being 
changed and to have a part in invest
ing in something that is eternal." 

• In Cameroon, Missionaries Dale 
and Marcy Hufnagel begin their 
service in 1992 in the city of Bafous
sam. Their goa l is to plant a French
speaking church there. The Hufna
gels are the fi rst N .A. B. Conference 
missionaries to be ca lled to a French 
ministry in an urban center. 

• In the year and a half since Mis
sionaries Reimer and Nobuko Clau-
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(Westland) Meadowlark-Westland 
Edmonton, AB 

Leonard Johnson 
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1977 

Tri-Community 

sen moved to Kameoka in Japan to 
plant a church, "More than 50 non
Christians have attended some 
function, such as a worship service, 
Bible study, or special event at the 
church. A .church building has been 
constructed, and the Sunday School 
has grown from several children to 
about fifteen. This Church began 
with two Christian women and the 
Clausens. Christians have joined the 
Church and are serving there. 

• In March 1992, Missionaries Juan 
and Amanda Luna began their work 
as church planters in Mexico City. 
Teaming together with a Mexican 
Baptist Convention church, they 
serve several preaching po ints in 
south-central Mexico City. There is 
great need for more evangelical 
churches in this city of almost 23 
million people. 

• A new church was started in Ba
tang, Ligao, Philippines, in 1991. By 
year end, the Church had a member
ship of 25. Thirty-nine persons de
cided to follow Christ, and twenty
four were baptized. "Among those 

T 
1977 

Metropolitan 
Fargo, ND 
Ted Keck 

baptized were several influentia l 
community leaders," say Missionar
ies Greg and Maria Evans. The first 
church es tablished by our missionar
ies, Leland and Jennell Bertsch, Al
bay Bible Community, was expand
ed to accommodate 100 worship
pers. 

Serving the Lord by 
reaching the unreached 
• A church buil t and planted in 
Campeche, SC, Brazil, brought the 
Gospel to a previous ly unreached 
ocean fishing village. In addition, 
Martha Nelson received p ermission 
to teach 200 public school children 
w ho previously had no relig ious 
education a t all. "We praise God fo r 
this opportunity," say Missionaries 
Ralph and Martha Nelson. 

• Reaching out to new people 
groups in Cameroon involves plac
ing Missionaries Scott a nd Ru th 
Clark in Alla t, w here they seek to 
plant a church among the Fulbe 
people. "I' ve sold Bibles a nd have 
given out several hundred tracts to 
Fula ni neighbors. They like the Gos-
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Brandon Valley 
Brandon, SD 

Mervin Kramer 
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Corona Heights 
Corona, CA 

Alberta Association 

Elk Grove Village, IL 
(William Kresal, interim) 

Marvin Busenius 
Illinois Association 

Central Dakota-Montana Asso. South Dakota-Wyoming Asso. 
Ron Hartman 

Southern California Association 
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pel of Luke in the Fulfuld e language 
in Arabic the best," says Clark. The 
Clarks will be instrumental in open
ing a primary heal th care cen ter in a 
100 percent non-Christian village 
near them. Ano ther g roup nearby 
that has no known Christia ns were 
recently d iscovered-the Wa-Wa 
people. It is hoped to present the 
Gospel to these people, also. 

• The Tigon, Ndoro, and Fulani peo
ples are being reached through 
church pla nting efforts of the Mam
billa Baptist Convention in N igeria . 

• The Bicol Region remains the 
second most unrea ched area in the 
Philippines with each existing 
church having only 36 members. 
"We now have ten Bible s tudy les
sons com pleted in the Bico l dialect. 
The first time w e used them, a whole 
family came to Christ," say Mission
aries Gregg and Maria Eva ns. 

.. T 

Serving through 
discipling leaders 
• Harold Dressler, missionary 
to Eastern Europe, taught 
pastoral training seminars in 
Romania, Yugoslavia, 
Bulgaria, Austria, Czechoslo
vakia, and Russia and 
continues this ministry in 1992. 
He has also been asked to help 
set up the Baptist Seminary in 
Moscow, Russia in 1992. "The 
Lord has been gracious and 
kind-glory to His name," says 
Dressler. 

• "Four studen ts are preparing for 
full-tin1e Christian service at the 
Bicol Baptist Theological Training 
Center in the Philippines," accord ing 
to Missionaries Leland and Jennell 
Bertsch, w ho set up the Bible train
ing cen ter several years ago. 

• "It is great to see students emp loy
ing ministry ski lls they have been 
learning at the Cameroon Ba ptist 
Theologica l Semina ry," say Mission
aries David and Mary June Burgess 
who serve there. 
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(Community Baptist) Unity 
Red Deer, AB 
LeRoy Moser 

Alberta Association 

1978 
(Community) Sun Prairie Com. 

1978 
Eagle Rock 

Sun Prairie, WI 
David Rushton 

Wisconsin Association 

Idaho Falls, ID 
Robert Lennick 

Central Pacific Association 

• More than 100 students are study
ing at Ma mbilla Baptist Theological 
School in Mbu, Nigeria . Eight teach
ers including one missionary couple, 
the Jim Misches, serve there. 

Serving national conventions 
now missionary senders 
• The Cam eroon Baptist Convention 
conducted a survey on the Island of 
Bioko (formerly Fernando Po). They 
plan to send the firs t Cameroon Bap
tist Convention missionary couple 
there in 1992. "The Baptist Church of 
Bioko with a pproximately 35 mem
bers is pleading for us to come to 
plant churches," says Missionary 
Ken Priebe. 
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Middle Island 
Middle Island. NY 

Henry Wilk 
Atlantic Association 
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Southdale Community 
Winnipeg, MB 
Jerry Edinger 

Manitoba Association 
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• "We made great strides in the de
velopment of an indigenous mission 
organization of the Mambilla Baptist 
Convention in Nigeria. More than 30 
evangelists plus two full-time Fulani 
evangelists are now serving," says 
Missionary Jim Black. 

II In 1991, the Japan Baptist Confer
ence sent funds to the Philippines to 
support the work of reaching the 
Bicol people with whom our N.A.B. 
missionaries work. 

Serving with compassion 
through medical missions 
• More than 175,000 were treated 
through medical work on the Mam
billa Plateau in Nigeria in 1991. The 
physical and spiritual needs of peo
ple are met through mobile health 
clinics held by Medical Director 

1979 
Gillette 

Gillette. WY 
Harry Haas 

T 
1979 

Sierra College Blvd. 
Rocklin, CA 

Phil Putz 

Zebulon Wanmi and Missionary 
Barbara Kieper. There are 21 clinics 
with 56 village health workers. "We 
also immunized 14,127 children 
under five years and pregnant 
mothers," says Wanmi. Prayers for a 
much needed medical d octor are 
being a nswered in 1992 with the 
appointment of Dr. and Mrs. Ken 

T 
1980 

No. Carrollton 
Carrollton, TX 
Bob Walther 

Jones, w ho formerly served in 
Cameroon. 

• 'Though we were busy, I was able 
to couple and pray with a number of 
people with spiritual needs," says 
Trudy Schatz, missionary nurse 
serving in Cameroon. 

• "We are greatly encouraged by the 
maturity of the leadership on the 
Medical Boa rd in Cameroon. The 
future is bright a s long as our com
mitment to Christ is maintained," 
reports Missionary Jerry Flu th. 
Through the medical minis try, 181 
came to know Christ. 

• "It is always 'eye-opening' to 
realize how li ttle is unders tood of the 
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Timberline Gold Country 

South Dakota-Wyoming Asso. Northern California Association Southern Association 

Lacey, WA 
(Kenneth Goodman, interim) 

Larrimore Neufeld 
Pacific Northwest Association 

Shingle Springs, CA 
Dale Cundall 

Northern California Association 
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Bible and to see the spiritual hunger 
that is very evident. How I wish I 
could spend all my working hours 
just in Bible teaching and discipling," 
says Daphne Dunger, missionary 
nurse serving in a rural primary 
health care ministry in remote areas 
of Cameroon. 

Short-term missionary service 
A servant' s heart is need ed for those 
w ho ch oose to temporarily lay aside 
career p lans a nd work along-side 
nationals in ministry. 

• 'To tell of Jesus in English in Japan 
is difficult, but it was my goal to take 
those opportunities presented to me 
and do the best that I could with the 
help of the Holy Spirit." - Scott Hug 

• "My heart was touched by the 
young men and women I worked 
with to train them to be effective in 
the a rea of music a nd worship 
leadership in the local church in 
Cameroon." - Louanne Wiens 

• "I thoroughly enjoyed my time at 
Hillcres t School in Jos and my asso
cia tion with the Mambilla Baptist 
Con vention of Nigeria. This has been 
one of the most p ositive experiences 
in my life so far." - Jewell (Roehl) Kidd 
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Serving internationally 
in nontraditional ways 

• National Missionaries 
The first national mission

ary, appointed by the Missions 
Board, is Miss Florinda Sera
fin. She is serving by assisting 
church planting ministries in 
evangelism and discipleship in 
the State of Rio Grande do Sul. 
Presently, she serves at the 
new church planting ministry 

in Restinga along with the Bienerts 
conducting evangelistic home Bible 
s tudies. 

• Tentrnakers 
New avenues for ministering to

gether with those who have opportu
nities to work overseas yet d esire to 
disciple and be involved. in the plant
ing of churches are being explored. 

• The first missionary couple, 
Matthew and Diane Hussey, were 
appointed in 1992 to Kazakhstan . 

T 
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Hartland 
Prince George, BC 

Gateway 
Gateway provides cross-cultural 

ministry and service opportunities 
for individuals and groups seeking to 
become world Christians. In 1991, a 
pilot project with eight youth served 
in an Evangelistic English Language 
Camp in Poland. A team m ember 
said, "Being able to share God's love 
and free gift of salvation to people of 
a different language and culture in 
Poland was an experience I will trea
sure forever. In the future, I pray the 
Lord opens doors for me to do more 
in missions." 

Projects in Brazil and Poland are 
scheduled for the summer of 1992. 
Future projects w ill be planned. 

• Volunteers in Missions 
Approximately 100 people from 

across our Conference were involved 
as Volunteers in Missions on our vari
ous mission fields. Their volunteer 
activities ranged from electrical work, 
carpentry, brick laying, medical work 
both as d octors and nurses, aud io 
visual technical assistance, disciple
ship semina rs training pastors and 
lay workers, evangelistic ministry of 
showing the Jesus film, clerical work, 
teaching English as a second lan
guage, teaching at theological 
schools, assisting in administration 
need s. 0 

FIELD ST A TISTICS 

1991 churches baEtisms members 
Brazil 103 770 8,500 
Cameroon 665 3,857 59,177 
Eastern 

Europe n/ a n/ a n/ a 
Japan 8 20 423 
Mexico n / a n/ a n / a 
Ni~eria 168 n/ a 16,818 
Philippines 2 29 58 

T T 
1981 1981 

Cascade Park Faith Community 
Vancouver, WA Airdrie , AB 

Willis Carrico (S. Donald Ganstrom, interim) Harold Weiss 
John Hisel British Columbia Association British Columbia Association Phil Yntema Alberta Association 

Great Lakes Association Central Pacific Association 



CEIF's loans hit a record 
high in its 20 year history 

in 1991-totalling $14,632,882. 
CEIF ended 1991 with several re
cord-breaking performances 
• $3,275,103 in loans to 13 

N.A.B. Conference churches 
to purchase, build, repair, and 
refinance church buildings 

• an increase in investments of 
$3,376,687 

• continuing loans to 96 
churches totalling $11,295,317, 
and 

2 
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say Roy and Gloria Weiss of 
Medicine Hat, AB. 

• Aimee and Floyd Mittleider of 
Lodi, CA, find their invest
m ents not only "p rovide us 
the necessary income but a lso 
are.being used to help build 
new churches a nd a id those 
already established to expand 
their fa cilities. Wha t a joy to 
know the investments are 
being used wisely to fur ther 
God's Word and pla n for 
mankind!" 
In reviewing his service w ith 

CEIF, Robert Mayforth, directo r, 

• consulted with five churches 
contemplating new landsite 
purchases. 

• Churches see an increase in 
ministry as the result of 
receiving loans from CEIF. 
• Dennis Dearmin, pastor of 

"As our people join together as investors, ou r 
invest men ts become a place for God's work, where 
people come to salvation and n~at11rity in Cltrist," 
says Robert M ayforth , CEIF director, to Randy 
Coffland, assistant director of lon11s, CEIF. 

Valley Community Ba ptist 
Church, a former church planting 
project in Tracy, CA, says, "God 

says, "The greatest joy I have 
exp erienced over these 20 years 
w ith CEIF is seeing the p eople of 
the N.A.B. Conference come 
together to solve the problem of 
fundin g the construction of new 
church fa cilities." 0 

has truly blessed this Church. We 
have seen lives changed, recommit
ments to our Lord, and reconcilia
tion in relationships." People "saw 
a church doing something that 
couldn't have been done without 
the financial support from CEIF 
and the vision of those w ho 
invested in this ministry." 

• CEIF helped make our dream 
come true," says David Bolton, 
church planter. "When we moved 
in to the Fontana (CA) YMCA, we 
were averaging 160 in attendance, 
and by yea r's end, we averaged 
339 in two services. Helping us 
acquire this facili ty with an 

1981 
Whitecourt 

Whitecourt, AB 
Edwin Broadway 

Alberta Association 

• BA P T IS T H E R A LD 

1982 
Hawkwood 
Calgary. AB 

James Leverette 
Alberta Association 

incredible loca tion was an import
ant step of faith for our congre?a
tion. Fifteen months a fter movmg 
in, we've topped 400 in 
a ttendance and have How Strong is CEIF? 
gone to a third service 
in April 1992." 

• Investors find joy in 
using their inves tments 
to do the Lord's work. 
• "We thank the Lord for 

His goodness to us in 
ma king it possible to 
have funds to invest in 
CEIF. We are thankful 
that these monies a re 
helping people find the 
Lord . After all, that's 
what life is all about," 

1982 
Community 

Beiseker, AB 
Alan Johnson 

Alberta Association 

Equity as a Percent of Assets 
Percent 

20 

15 

10 

5 

CEIF, Inc CEIF, Ltd TD Ba nk Ba nk of Ba nk of 1• 1 Clll Corp 
Mon treal Amerlc• Chlc aoo 

1991 data 18.6 7.49 8 .3 5 .97 5.83 5.1 4 .34 

0 1991 data 

CE/F's strengtlt continues to increase. 
Its equity is several times stronger than 111a11y banks. 

I 

1982 
Westview 

Lethbridge. AB 
James Erb 

Alberta Association 

J_ 

1982 
(Sunrise) Unity 
Red Deer.AB 
Douglas Bittle 

Alberta Association 

T 
1983 

Your invesbnents 
should do more than 

just pay interest 

O ne-dimensional investing- sion that enables NAB churches to 
that's when an investment have visible and dynamic outreach 

pays you interest and does nothing into a community. 
more. CEIF provides a safe, solid place 

An investment with Church Ex- for your investment dollars. 
tension Investors Fund (CEIF) is Never invested but want to? Con-
more than just one-dimensional. sider CEIF. For as little as $100 you 
It gives you something other invest- can get a current market rate plus 
rnents don't-an opportunity to know you are helping build 
serve the Lord. To do something churches. 
significant with your investment. Where is your investment money 

CEIF pays you a competitive right now? Locked up in one-
rate of interest while dimensional invest-
using your money to CHURCH EXTENSION INVESTORS FUND ments? Make a dif~er-
make low interest ence to more than JUSt 
cons truction loans to NAB your investment portfolio. 
churches throughout North Invest in the lives of North 
America. Loans that spur American Baptist ~onfer-
growth and expansion. Expan- ence people. Invest with CEIF. 

Write or call for FREE helpful information on how to make a sound investment d ecision. 
CEIF 

1 So. 210 Summit Ave., Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181-3994. 
Phone: (708) 495-2000 • Fax: (708) 495-3301. 

T T T T 
1983 1984 1984 1985 

Silverwood Oak Hills (Flower Mound) Cross Timbers Cornerstone Gettysburg 
Carol Stream , IL Gettysburg, PA Saskatoon, SK Folsom, CA Flower Mound, TX 

(Eldon Schroeder. interim) Erwin Kelbert Kent Carlson Douglas Harsch Bill Mummert 
Atlantic Association Saskatchewan Association Northern California Association Southern Association Stephen Patrick 

Illinois Association 
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Serving through 

D uring 1991, North American 
Baptist Conference churches 

and individuals gave generously
$6,585,000-toward the $6,600,000 
goal for missions and ministries at 
home and overseas. In order to meet 
all of our commitments, an in crease 
in undesignated funds is needed . 

The largest shortfall occurred in 
the Established Ministries budget, 
which is funded by undesignated as 
well as designated dollars. Vita l 
general ministries did not receive 
adequate funding through un
designa ted contributions. In 1992, 
an urgent increase is needed in con
tributions designated for general 
Conference ministries. 

• Per capita giving in 1991 
• Total Conference giving: 

$6,584,749 or a per capita of $108 

T T 
1985 

GIVING GOAL 1991 

CHURCH 

GR0Vffi1f218'r.) 

TOTAL GOAL $6,600,000 

• Total giving to N.A.B. Conference 
schools' annual funds, Associa
tions, and Conference minis tries: 
$10,419,432 or a per capita of $172 

• To tal giving to loca l chu rches, 
Associa tions, and Conference: 

(back row I. to r.) 
Knren Dickn 11 , 
nssistn11 f director/ 
building operations 
and insurances; Ron 
Salz111a11 , mnnnge-
111e11t services 
director; Alfred 
Keller, data pro
cessing manager; 
(seated I. to r.) 
Sarah Redlich, staff 
accoun tant; Willia 111 
Gingrich, associate 
director of finance 
and business 

T 
1985 

Walnut Grove 
Langley, BC 

NG 
$52,494,849 or a per capita of $866, 
a decrease of $41 under 1990 

o Total all-purpose giving including 
non-N.A.B. projects : $55,124,875 or 
a per capita of $909, a decrease of 
$40 under 1990 

• In 1991, the Management 
Services Department 

o Receipted Bequest Income of 
$226,700 designa ted for interna
tional missions, ch urch p lanting, 
and Conference m inistries 

• Coordinated Pension Plans w ith 
Great-West Life in Canada a nd 
Minnesota Mutual in the U.S.A. 

1991 INCOME BY DESIGNATIONS 

IU TERUATIOUAL MlSSIONSJ46 S'-1 

CHURCH 

GROWHi~7 6'•1 
N A BS AN O 

NA B C EBSIOB •I 
GENERAL COUNCIL (3 o·.1 

---

TOTAL INCOME $6,585,000 

• Dis tributed yea r-end pension 
checks to 158 people totaling 
$30,640 

• Processed Grant-in-Aid gifts to six 
retired N .A. B. Conference pastors 
or spouses in special need 

T 
1985 

Twin Oaks 
Stockton, CA 
Greg Myers 

T 
1985 

Shady Grove 
Gaithersburg. MO 

Jim Arends 
Atlantic Association 

New Life Ministry 
Winnipeg, MB 
Harry Lehotsky 

Manitoba Association 
(Harold Neff/Gordon Stork, interim) 

Jim Calamunce 
British Columbia Association 

Northern California Association 

1986 
Coppell Fellowship 

Coppell, TX 
Daniel Heringer 

Southern Association 

• BA PTIS T I IEHALD 
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COMPELLED TO 

EXPENSES 1991 

AREA MINIS TRIESf l 5 5••1 

NA O 
SEM INARYI] O"t.J 

NA B 
COLLEG8EBSt7 O°O) 

CHURCH GROWTH(l 9 1-..1 ---

TOTAL EXPENSES $6,415,000 

• Selected the a ud itin g fi rm of 
Ca pin, Crouse & Company for the 
1991 audi t 

• Com p leted a need s study for a n in
tegra ted , current computer system 

• In trod uced a new U.S. hea lth in
surance carrier a nd assumed the 
resp onsibility of centralized billing 

Tho topOfl by tho auditors. Cap1n, Crouse & Company, IS available by 
wo ttng the Management Service s 0 1rcc101, N A.B. Con ference lntem a11onal 
Othc:c. 

T T 
1987 1987 

I t is d ifficult to separate our stew
ardship from our service! 
"His master said to him, 'Well 

done, good and faithful slave (ser
vant); you were faithful with a few 
things, I will put you in charge of 
ma ny things, enter into the joy of my 
master"' (Matthew 25:21 NASB). 

Our very lives are a stewardship 
from God, and we must learn to 
serve well. Someone has said, "Life is 
like a game of tennis, the player who 
serves well seldom loses." 

One way we serve God is through 
our stewardship. As members of 
Conference churches, you are effec
tive as well as generous servants
faithfully responding to the financial 
commitments we have accepted as a 
Conference. 

In tennis, it is polite to describe 
the opponent's failure to score a 
point as having "love." Forty to love 
indicates that the score is 40-0. 

In the Christian world, we call the 
scoring of points "love." Indeed, we 
serve others by our stewardship 

T 

Serve 
(/.tor.) Rev. Jim Fann, associate director 
/ch urch relations; Mrs. Barbara Binder, 
associate director/editor, Baptist 
Herald and "N.A.B. News "; Rev. 
Arthur Helwig, associate director/com
municaions; Dr. Constantino Salios, 
associate director/estate planning; Dr. 
Lewis Petrie, development director; Mrs. 
Dorothy Ganoung, assistant director/ 
communications/editor, Moments w ith 
God and "Link. " 

because of the love that was demon
strated to us by Chr ist. 

In 1991, we met the challenge of 
serving well as we gave our re
sources to meet the need to spread 
the gospel. In 1992 and beyond, fur
ther responsibility will be entrusted 
to us by our Lord . 

Together, by supporting the 
N.A.B. Conference cooperative mis
sions and ministries, we can do more 
than any one church or individual 
can accomplish alone. You and your 
local church play a crucial role in ful
filling the opportunities God has en
trusted to a ll of us, as a Conference 
of churches. -Lewis Petrie, develop
ment director 

Here' s what you can do ... 
• Fully support your local church 
• Keep abreast of Conference minis

tries by reading "N.A.B. News" 
and the Baptist Herald 

• Increase your church's annua l giv
ing goal for Conference missions 
and ministries 

• Participate in the Easter and 
Thanksgiving Offerings for Con
ference missions and ministries 

• Pray that God will expand the 
work of His kingdom by supply
ing all the needs of your church 
and the Conference 

T 
1987 

Valley Community 
Tracy, CA 

T 

Hope Fellowship 
(Clay Bowlin. interim) 

Dennis Dewey 
Kansas City, MO 

Southwestern Association 

South Austin Fellowship 
Austin, TX 

Gordon Stork 
Southern Association 

1987 
Christ Community 

Puyallup. WA 
Gordon Bauslaugh 
Pacific Northwest 

Dennis Dearmin 
Northern California Association 

1987 
Antelope Springs 
Sacramento. CA 

Steve Kellar 
Northern California Association 

l___ _____ _,__ ____ _ _l_ 
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• Support the 1992 Mission and Min
istries Goal through dollars direct
ed toward general (undesignated) 
Conference ministries as well as 
designated gifts 
In doing so, we, as well as thou

sands of others, w ill experience His 
joy. Then our Lord will say, "Well 
done, good and fa ithful servant." 

The main ministry focus of the 
Development Department is to 

serve others through a variety of 
ministries. The one service that is 
paramount is our communications 
ministry. 

The Baptist Herald, Moments 

with God, "N.A.B. News," "Up
date," "Link," audio-visuals, 
videos, brochures, a nd the 
Every Church Visits tell the 
story of what God is doing 
through our Conference in 
North America and interna
tionally. 

The staff of the Develop
ment Department serve the 
other Conference departments 
and our local churches. Each 
one is wil ling to serve you. 
Please call or w rite. Together, 
we can impact our communi
ties by serving others in the 
name of Jesus C hrist. 0 

TOTAL 1992 CONFERENCE GIVING GOAL 

____ MISS10NS(42 0% ) 

GENERAL COUNCIL( 1.0%) 

AHt=A MINIS TRIC S (1 3 0 % ) 

CHURCH GROWTH MINISTAIES(19 0% ) 

'Schools Annual Funds Included 

OUR STEWARDSHIP IN ACTION 
Total 1992 Giving Goal $6,600,000 

A. ESTABLISHED MINISTRIES 

Overseas Missions 
Church Growth Ministries 
Educational Ministries 
Area Ministries 
General Council 
• 40 career missionaries 

$5,181,000 

$2,282,000 
959,600 
862,800 

1,005,000 
71,600 

• 23 church planters plus 1 new and 3 established 
• 8 full-time and 5 part-time area ministers 
• preparing future ministers and missionaries 

B. EXPANSION MINISTRIES* 

Overseas Missions 
Church Planting Ministries 
• 24 career missionaries 

$1,109,000 

$ 689,000 
420,000 

• 11 short-term missionaries 
• 3 existing church planters and 6 new ones 
*(Sclzools' m11111nl f1111d goal of $1,035,000 not i11c/11ded) 

C. SPECIAL PROJECTS $ 310,000 

Overseas Missions $ 212,000 
Church Growth Ministries 38,000 
Auxiliary Ministries 60,000 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Tear Here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

MY RESPONSE 
0 YES, I (we) want to help make Vision 2000 a reality by making the following gift to N.A.B. Conference mission 
and ministries for this current year. (Please make check or money order payable to North American Baptists, Inc.): 

O $25 0 $50 0 $100 0 $300 0 $500 0 $1,000 0 other a mount $ ______ _ 
O I (we) would like more information about Vision 2000. 0 We w ill pray 
O I (we) request more information about 0 serving as a missionary internationally 0 N.A.B . Seminary 

0 N.A.B . College 0 Edmonton Baptist Seminary 0 serving as a volunteer i11 North America or overseas 
0 serving on a youth team 0 planning my (our) estate 0 other 

o I (we) wish to subscribe to the Baptist Herald: US$8; CDN$10. 
Name ________ _ _ _____________ Spouse's Name -------------
Street Address _ _________ _ _ _ ________ _ ___________ _ 
City _ _____________________ State/Prov. _____ Code _____ _ 

.. .. .. .. .. 
1987 1987 1988 1988 1988 

Pacific Bible Mountain View Community 42nd Triennial Conference Riverside Vaca Valley 
Dana Point, CA Fontana, CA Calgary, AB Devon, AB Vacaville, CA 
Keith McKinney David Bolton New Churches .. . New Life Larry Froese Dave Wesner 

Southern California Association Southern California Association launched Alberta Association Northern California Association 

I BAPTIST HERALD 

COMPELLED TO 

Serve 
Serving you in ESTATE PLANNING 

ssisting you, as members and 
friend s of N.A.B. Conference 

churches, by giving you information 
on how you can best plan your estate 
is one way the Esta te Planning Minis
try of the Conference serves you . 

"Estate planning is as much a spiri
tual matter as it is a legal matter. Be
ca use this is true, we serve by help
ing people fi nd God's plan of stew
ardship for their estates," says Dr. 
Constantino Salios, associate d irector 
for estate planning. Salios and Mel 
Bergstresser, estate planning repre
sentative for Canada, teach the bibli
cal basis of stewardship as well as 
communicate important information 
concerning estate planning in semi
nars. They also serve as they meet 
privately with individuals or couples 
concerning their estate. 

As people find God's plan of stew
ardship for their esta tes, they may be
come interested in remembering the 
Lord's work as well as the p eople 
w hom they love. 

The Apostle Paul commended the 
Corinthian Christians as he said, 
"This service that you p erform is not 
only supplying the needs of God's 
people, but a lso is overflowing in 
many expressions of tha nks to God" 
(2 Corinthians 9:12). The service men
tioned in this text is that of g iving 
funds to support the needy Chris
tians in Jerusalem . 

If we may be of service to you per
sonally by assis ting you in d esigning 
you r estate plan or in conducting a 
seminar in your church, please write 
o r call Dr. Constantino Salios. 0 

.. .. 
1988 

Oak Hills 
Sioux Falls, SD 

Art Bollaert 

"For 111a11y years, 011r parents, Edward and Elizabeth Meister, were involved in the 
ministry of the N.A.B. Conference," says the Rev. Pa11l Meister. "Now tlwt they have 
bot/1 gone to their heavenly rewards, they wish to conti1111e their input in our N.A.B. 
Co11fere11 ce ministry. Please accept this gift from two dedicated Christians who were 
co11cer11ed about t/1e 011goi11g work of Jesus Christ." 

Dr. C. Sa lios (/ .) receives checks from the estate of Edward and Elizabeth Meister 
from their children, Paul Meister (r.) and Elizabeth Goding (second from r.). Mrs. 
Ja11et Meister looks on (second from/.) . (Inset: Mel Bergstresser, estate pla11ning 
representative, Canada .) 

------------ ------------- ------------ ---- ------ --- -- -------- --. r· ·-------· -• ••••--- -- ••••••••----------···--••••---------

Name 

Add ress 

City State / Prov . ____ Code ____ _ 

Birthday _________ Spouse's birthday _ _ ___ _ _ 

Telephone ( 

Send to Dr. Constantino Salios • North American Baptist Conference 
1 So. 210 Summit Ave. •Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181-3994 

Phone: (708) 495-2000 • Fax: (708) 495-3301 
i ................... .................................. ...... r ........................... .... .. ........................ .J 

.. .. T 
1988 1989 1989 
Calvary Crossroads 

Penticton. BC Fairfield. CA 

1988 
Okotoks 

Okotoks, AB 
Cornet Van Eyk 

Alberta Association South Dakota-Wyoming Asso. 
(Peter Schroeder. intenm) 

Leonard Strelau 
British Columbia Association 

Charles Feeney 
Northern California Association 

La Costa Hills 
Carlsbad. CA 

Larry Lamb 
Southern California Association 
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Area Ministers as Servants 

Service is trying to meet other's 
needs in the love, power, and 

name of Christ. The Area Ministers 
are servants. This requires them to 
be flexible, cooperative, energetic, vi
sionary, tough, and tender. 

These men guide and encourage 
Associations; help established 
churches with health and growth is
sues; assist in replacement of pasto
ral staff; serve as pastor to pastoral 
staff; guide and encourage church 
plants and inter-cultural ministries; 
bring needed feedback from the 
churches to the Interna tional Office 
and various Boards; p romote the 
cooperative N.A.B. Conference mis
sion and ministry programs in the 
local areas; mediate conflict/ change 
in churches and associations; help to 
celebrate significan t ministry pas
sages-church anniversaries, starts, 
closings, building renovations, min
isters' ordina tions, inductions, fa re
wells, retiremen ts; and give counsel 
to auxiliary institutions- camps, 
N.A.B. Seminary, N.A.B. College, 
Edmonton Baptist Seminary, and 
nursing and retiremen t homes. 

In total, Area Ministers traveled 
182,956 miles or 294,459 kilometers, 
made 1,041 visits with pastors, and 
participated in 318 Association 
meetings. 

The Area Ministries Department 
serves in a variety of other ways by 
• encouraging N.A.B. Conference 

endorsed chaplains-military, 

and providing resources on the 
Biblical Imperative: Compelled to 
Serve; 

• advising the N.A.B. Conference 
Ministers' Fellowship Executive 
Committee in planning the 1993 
Ministers' Family Conference on 
"Embracing Change" to be held a t 
the N.A.B. Semina ry, Sioux Falls, 
SD, in July 1993; Dr. Leith Ander
son and Dr. Roger Fredrikson a re 

fea tured speakers; 
• conducting an annual Minis ters' 

Salary Survey; 
• p articipating in seminars, such as 

"Mediating Con flic t and Cha nge" 
through the Lombard Mennonite 
Peace Cen ter. Durin g the next 
year, special emphasis w ill be 
placed on understanding and 
assis ting transitional or p lateaued 
churches. 0 

Serving the Associations nre (/.tor.) Dr. Ro11 Mnyfort!t, director; Rev. Willinm Tnft, 
Great Lakes; Rev. Bruce Rulnpnugh, !own (pnrt-t i111e); Rev. Edmond Ho/111, British 
Co/umbin; Rev. Robert Walther, South Dnkotn (pnrt-ti111e); Rev. john Ziegler, 
Eastern/Atlantic; Rev. Mi/toll Zeeb, Southern/ So 11thwestern/Iown; Rev. LeRoy 
Schauer, Centrnl Pncific/Pncific Northwest; Rev. fnke Leverette, Mnnitobn/ 
Snskatchewnn/Northern Dnkotn; Dr. Charles Littmnn, Albert~; Re~. Eldon Schroeder, 
Illinois/Wisconsin (pnrt-time); Dr. Ken Fischer, Northern Cnliformn/Sout!tem 
California. Not pictured but serving pnrt-ti111e nre Mr. Mt/ton Ht!debrnndt 

counseling; 

I 

medical, aviation, and general 
· · d R Herb Schauer Cent ml (volunteer), Minnesotn/LaCrosse Assoc1nt1011, nil · ev. ' 

• serving as the Serve Task Force Dnkotn/Montnnn Association . 

... ... ... ... 
1989 

Abundant Life 
Winnipeg, MB 
Erwin Kelbert 

Manitoba Association 

1989 
Franklin Community 

Franklin, WI 
John Schindler 

Wisconsin Association 

1989 
Christ Church-Baptist 
West Des Moines, IA 

Elmo Tahran 
Iowa Association 

1989 
West Sound Community 

Silverdale, WA 
Rainer Kunz 

Pacific Northwest Association 

1989 
Oakland Hills 

Rochester Hills, Ml 
Randy Beck 

Great Lakes Association 
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We a re Compelled to Serve in 
Christ's name. But how do 

you do that in a world experiencing 
radical, sweeping changes 
like 

• increased "rurbanization" 
or the move away from es
sentia lly rural values (s ta
tus quo, sam eness, har
mony, smallness, a nd es
tablishment) to urban ones 
(change, d iversity, conflict 
management, bigness, and 
mobility) . 

• the rise of "minority ma
jorities." "You' ll know it's 
the 21st Century, says 
American De111ogrnphics, 
"when everyone belongs 
to a m inority group," a 
tida l "Age Wave." Half of 
a ll Americans w ho have 
ever lived p ast age 65 are 
a live now. Yet as a popula
tion percentage, their num
bers are expected to d ou
ble by 2050. 

• the "boomer blossoming." 
In ten years, the much her
a lded baby-boom genera
tion w ill be fi rm ly in 
cha rge. Not only will they 
flood m idd le manage
ment, w hite collar posi-

... ... 
1989 

Romanran 
Sacramento. CA 

John Gug 
Northern California Association 

1989 
Southfield Memorial 

Southfield, Ml 
Dwayne Turner 

Great Lakes Association 

l 

COMPELLED TO @> Seroe 

by James Fann 

tions as now, but also they will fill 
stra tegic corporate, government, 
and religious leadership roles. 

• a "technosplosion" of revolution 
ary and unpredictable break
throughs in physics, electronics, 

and biotechnology. In
d eed, many experts are 
predicting that the pace of 
new d evelopments will in
crease exponen tially this 

... 
1990 

Valley Christian Fellowship 
Temecula. CA 
Mike McNett 

(Mark Fisk. associate) 
Southern California Association 

... 
1990 

decad e. 
The First Law of Wing

wa lking offers comfortable 
advice. "Never let go of what 
you've got until you've got 
hold of something else." 
Unfortu nately, our situation 
is more like a man on a tra
peze. To succeed, we will be 
required to spend some 
terrifying time hanging in 
midair. 

Still, according to con
cerned pastors, church mem
bers, and leaders in our Con
ference, there are significant 
steps that any congregation 
can take if they want to pro
vide meaningful service to 
this highly chaotic genera
tion. 

Create stability zones 
Recognize that while num

bers of churches are "dying 
for change," others are dying 
because of it. Certainly in 

T 
All Nations 

Downsview, ON 
Kenrick Sharpe 

Eastern Association 

1990 
Central Valley 
Newman. CA 

Dennis Shippy 
Northern California Association 



our day, responsive, responsible 
change is a must. 

In established churches, however, 
that will mean grounding change in 
an atmosphere of confidence and 
trust. One member, describing her 
church, put it like this: "We were 
able to follow our pastor into the un
known because he didn't try to 
change everything at once." 

Nor are newer, entrepreneurial 
churches exempt fro.!11 the need to 
deal sensitively w ith change. "Un
churched Harry and Mary are as 
overwhelmed by change as everyone 
else," one Conference leader ob
served . "They need reliable zones of 
caring, affirmation, and support, 
too." 

Thus, whatever your church type, 
the advice is the same. Include a 
strategy to reduce the anxiety that 
change tends to produce. In today's 
society, churches that offer stability 
zones are providing effective, mea n
ingful Christian service. 

Be market responsive 
That sounds a bit secular. But it 

simply means getting to know peo
ple, trying to understand them, and 
discovering ways of relating and 
communicating with them on their 
own terms. 

Here's how one church planter 
explained it. "I go door-to-door with 
questions and really work at getting 
to know people around the church 
and community. How do they think? 
What do they like or dislike? What 
are their fears? What are their 
dreams?" His goal is to und erstand 
the people he is attempting to reach 
with the Gospel. 
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Surprisingly, this is one of the 
most neglected steps by congrega
tions planning to do outreach minis
tries. Yet, as George Gallup reported 
in The People's Religion, the un
churched have a "clear sense" of 
what they wan t from the church. 
That includes 

• a sense of community. Gallup 
calls North Americans "the loneli
est people in the world." 

• support and h elp for families. 
There is a negative side to this, 
Gallup warns. One reason many 
singles, especially young people, 
stay away from church is that they 
feel they are not wanted because 
they are not part of a family. 

"We were able to 
follow our pastor into the 

unknown because 
he didn' t try to change 

everything at on ce." 

• helping them to find meaning in 
their lives. 

• teaching them how to put their 
faith into practice. A "plurality" 
believe the church "is not con
cerned enough about social 
issues." But they don't want 
churches to become "so involved 
in socia l justice issues that they 
lose sight of spirituality." 

• a greater role in church leader
ship. 
Your church will need to gather 

more specific information from its 
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community, of course. But the facts 
are in. Churches that listen and 
respond intentionally to their "mar
ket" community are providing a 
much-needed Chris tian service. 

Do a few things
do them well 

Quality, not quantity, is job one. 
"The art," says church consultant 
Kennon Callahan in Twelve Keys to a11 
Effective Church, "is to never send in 
p lays the players cannot run. The art 
is to never send in more p lays than 
the players can run." 

"We recognize that we cannot do 
everything," reports one pastor. "So 
we target ou r ministry toward the 
group we bel ieve we are most likely 
to reach." For some, this w ill mean 
focusing on teenagers; fo r others, on 
the d isabled, or the elderly, or single 
adults. 

Some smaller churches may even 
band together for these ministries. 
Their members cry for help, too. One 
you ng mother in one of our churches 
recently wrote: "I'm a single parent 
of two preschoolers. When w ill there 
be something or some support for 
us? The big churches seem to have 
this kind of help, but our small one 
doesn't-and it's discouraging." 

Whatever the d ecision, there is 
broad agreem ent that one important 
part of effective serving in a chaotic 
world is discovering what you do 
bes t and doing it well. 0 
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yanconie 
1 to Texas. 

The 44th Triennial Conference of 
North American Baptist 

churches w ill be held in Dallas, 
Texas, August 2-7, 1994. 

"As Local Arrangements chair, I 
invite you to come to Texas in '94! 
The LAC is making plans for an ex

citing, spiri t
filled meet
ing," says 
Linda 
Schmeltekopf. 
"We trust you 
will join your 

N.A.B. family and friends in Texas as 
we treat you to a big dose of South
ern hospitality. 

"Come early and stay late to vaca
tion in some of the beautiful and di
verse parts of our great State. We 
also invite you to visit in our South
ern Associa tion churches. 

"We look forward to hosting you, 
our N.A.B. friends and coworkers for 
Christ. See y'all in Texas in '94!" 0 

"F or me, this year 
presents a chal

lenge to properly lay tire 
foundation for the 
Trie1111ial Conference to 
be lreld in Dallas, TX, 
in 1994," says Gary 
McC11//011gh, assistant 

to the executive director and Triennial 
Conference 111anager. "Tire tlre111e for tlris 
Conference will be 'Dare to Care.' We 
know yo11 will enjoy Dallas and Texas." 
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Selected Goals 1988--2000 
NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST CONFERENCE 

• Provide resource materials and 
training opportunities for 
churches to effectively implement 
six Biblical Imperatives: Worship, 
Grow, Witness, Serve, Give, and 
Care 

• Assist Associations to plant 125 
churches and raise the necessary 
expansion ministry funds needed 

• Expand the mission commitment 
of our churches to include a 
greater emphasis on evangelizing 
people in Canada and the U.S.A. 

• Assist the North American Baptist 
Seminary and Edmonton Baptist 
Seminary in implementing church 
planter tracks to prepare church 
planters for ministry 

• Assist North American Baptist 
Conference churches in their 
outreach ministry to increase total 
worship attendance by 40 percent 
or about four percent annually 

• Research, plan, and initiate church 
planting ministries among 12 new 
unreached people groups on our 
present mission fields as well as 
establish a new mission field 

• Participate in evangelistic efforts 
internationally resulting in 50,000 
recorded decisions for Christ 
leading to baptism and member
ship in a local church 

• Assist the overseas national con
ventions to increase the number of 
churches by a net of 30 percent 

1991 

• Help train 1,000 national ministers 
internationally 

• Raise and distribute $1,000,000 
for world relief/ development 

• Assist the international Baptist 
conventions in discipleship educa
tion resulting in self-governing, 
self-supporting, and self-propagat
ing churches 

• Through our churches recruit and 
train 500 professional leaders to 
follow God's call to service in our 
Conference and the wider Chris
tian body 

• Assist churches to p lan ministry 
for meeting the needs and utiliz
ing the potential of the growing 
number of aging persons 

• Encourage North American 
Baptist Conference educational 
institutions to cooperatively 
develop extension theological 
education opportunities for the 
laity and ministers 

• Adhere to the highest level of 
accountability and integrity in all 
financial activities of our Confer
ence, Associations, and our 
churches 

• Encourage churches to develop 
plans for multicultural ministries 

• Work toward religious liberty, 
justice, and dignity for all people 
and peace among nations of the 
world. 0 
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Compelled to SER 
"For as we have many 
members in one body, 

but all the members do 
not have the same 

function, so we, being 
many, are one body in 

Christ, and individually 
members of one another. 

Having then gifts 
differing according to 
the grace that is given 

to us, let us use 
them .. _" (Romans 

12:4-10, NKJV). 
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DEFINITION: Service is using God-given gifts and talents in ministry toward 
advancing the Kingdom of God. 

GOAL 1: Build an atmosphere in which people understand and catch a 
vision of servanthood and are motivated for service. 

GOAL 2: Assist people to identify, affirm, and utilize their spiritual gifts, 
acquired wisdom, and natural abilities to build the Body 
of Christ. 

GOAL 3: Assist loca l churches to identify and d evelop relevant service 
opportunities in the church, community, and the world. 

GOAL 4: Ensure the reaching of Association and Conference mission goals 
by strengthening "ownership" of these among local churches 

GOAL 5 : 

GOAL 6 : 

GOAL 7 : 

GOAL 8 : 

GOAL 9: 

GOAL 10: 
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and their members. 

Foster an attitude of being willing to take some risk in trying new 
services in the church. 

Recruit and train men, women, and youth to follow God's call to 
professional areas of service in the Body of Christ. 

Sustain and encourage people in service through the creation of 
a ffirmative feedback systems for service. 

Develop ~inistry pla ns to meet the needs and utilize the potentia l 
of the growing number of aging persons. 

Develop ministry plans to meet the needs and utilize the potential 
of the handica pped and disadvantaged . 

Encourage North American Baptis t Conference educational 
institutions to cooperatively develop innova tive extension 
theological ed ucation opportunities that address future trends 
and meet needs for laity a nd ministers . 

... ... ... 
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