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od' s standards 
for tnarriage never 
change. But the 
fact is that people 
are divorced. 
Children are in 
pain. We tnust 
lllinister to these 
broken lives. 
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Celebrate God's Goodness! 

C
elebrate God's goodness and 
His work. To Him be praise 
and honor. He changes lives, 

churches, and ministries. 

• Southern Osaka has officially 
been chosen as the location for 
Missionaries Doug and Sharon 
Woyke's new church planting 
work in Japan. "Pastor Higashi 
from our Matsusaka Church has 
had a Bible study there so there is 
a core group of two women and a 
married couple w ith whom we 
can start this work. They are ex
cited about having regular ser
vices and an outreach into their 
community," says Sharon. 

• More than 700 attended the clos
ing rally of the Rio Grande do Sul 
Baptist Sta te Convention. Thirty 
people decided to accept Christ 
as Savior, and 30 rededicated 
their lives to Christ. Missionary 
Richard Rabenhorst served as a 
counselor, and his wife, Beth, 
sa ng in the choir. 

• N.A.B. College and Edmonton 
Baptist Seminary experienced a 
great sta rt this new academic 
year. "There is a vibrant spirit on 
campus," says Dr. Paul Siewert, 
president. Enrollment at these 
Edmonton, AB, schools stands at 
281 full-time and part-time s tu
dents in N .A.B. College and 92 
fu ll-time and part-time students 
at Ed monton Baptis t Seminary. 

• Our first missionary to Mexico, 
Juan Luna, baptized two women 
since he s tarted ministry in 
Mexico City in March. Along 
with his pastoral ministry at a 
loca l church, he works with and 
encourages 14 people who made 
a profession of faith following the 
presentation of the Jesus film. 
Ten children made professions of 
faith in Jesus Chris t as the result 
of the Gospel being presented at 
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the church's first Vacation Bible 
School in the church Luna pastors. 

• North American Baptist Senli
nary, Sioux Falls, SD, announces 
a fall enrollment of 180. Two
thirds of this fall's full-time stu
dents are in programs preparing 
them for church minis try posi
tions (Master of Divinity and 
Christian Education programs.) 

• Pastor Ken Sharpe recently bap
tized a lady from a Hindu back
ground and praises God for the 
four new converts at All Nations 
Baptist Church, a church p lanting 
ministry in Weston, ON. 

• Country Hills Community 
Church, a new church plant in 
Calgary, AB, started this summer 
with a new approach using a 
team of p lanters, Bryan and Holly 
Hochhalter and Doug and Beth 
Snyder. A core group, meets for 
Bible study, sharing, and training 
each Thursday evening . In 
answer to prayer, approximately 
40 individuals have expressed a 
sincere interest in being part of 
this Church. 

• Yuri Nakano, a new short-term 
missionary to Japan, teaches 
English as a second language. 
She is a 1992 grad uate of North 
American Baptist College in 
Edmonton. 

• After multiple obstacles were re
moved, midwifery and labora
tory a id s tudents at the Camer
oon Baptist Convention Train ing 
School for Health Personnel (CBC 
TSHP) in Banso, took their final 
exams. "All of the students re
ceived recognition for their high 
marks," says Missionary Kathy 
Kroll , director of the School. 

• A new med ica l doctor, Julie 
Stone, leaves for Cameroon, West 
Africa, December 6, to begin ser
vice as a career missionary med i-

cal doctor. She' ll be serving at 
Banso Baptist Hospital, a 200-bed 
facility, located in Cameroon's 
North West Province. "Serving 
alongside national nurses and 
hospital chaplains, my goal is to 
ultimately minister to the spiri
tual needs of the Cameroonians," 
says Stone. Having served p re
viously in the U.S. Army, she 
says, "I've left one Army to join 
His Army; we are in league with 
the One who has overcome." 

'There is reason to celebrate! God 
is at work th rough the North 
American Baptist Conference! The 
attitude among our people is posi
tive. Each day there are new and 
exciting reports of people who a re 
touched by the grace of God 
through N.A.B. Conference mission 
and minis try activities. These 
reports are cittulated to you 
through the Baptist Herald, "N.A.B. 
News," Moments with God, "Link," 
and "Missions Update." Without 
these important publications, we 
lose many of our connections to our 
local churches, associations, 
educational insti tutions, mission 
fields, homes, camps, and other 
important ministries. Your financial 
gifts allow for the telling of the 
N.A.B. story," says Lewis Petrie, 
development director. 

"In 1992, we w ill aga in celebrate 
God's goodness as d emonstrated to 
us through the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. This is 
the mos t vital connection we enjoy 
as believers in the North American 
Baptist Conference." 0 

As of October 14, $3,532,880 
have been received toward the 
1992 $6,600,000 mission and 
ministry goal. Pray that the 
$3,067,120 needed for ministries, 
such as these we celebrate above, 
w ill be funded by December 31. 
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Servanthood--
Ministering with the Aging 

"" .. ;. 

"Do not 
cast me 
off in 
the time 
of old 
age; do 
not forsake 
me when 
my strength 
fails" 
(Psalm 71:9). 
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by J. Gordon Harris 

S ervanthood and ministry with older 
adults go together. Servanthood, as 
God d efines it, means that a stronger 

person assumes a stance of humility or 
weakness to strengthen the 
weak. Such an attitude espe

ter-act 
these neg
ative expec
tations, ser
vanthood 
friends of 

cially helps older adults 
w ho may be facing the 

more dependent years 
of extended old age. 

Society's image of old age 
increases the importance 

of assuming the ap
proach of servant
hood. Western soci

ety values produc
tivity and physical 
s trength or beauty 
and devalues the 

signs of aging. It views 
advanced age as a time 
of d~si~tegration, dep

reciation, and disen
gagement. To coun-

d irects 
older ad ults 

to accept a :.1 listening role 
and to learn - what the elderly can 
teach them from their experience. 

Listening to the lessons lea rned by the 
aging benefits both the listener a nd the 
elder. From older believers, li steners lea rn 
how _to ~nder_stan~ God better. They gain 
new 111s1ghts 111~0 life . '.hrough this, aging 
believers then fmd their fai th and life 

experiences affirmed by younger listeners . 
Both experience God's grace in fresh ways. 
From the aging, servants learn tha t God 
blesses, sustains, and cares. 

Servants Learn That God Blesses 
. ~Ider believers can correct youthful, ac

hv1stic expectations. A society that stresses 
that "God acts" forgets that God also "is." 
The language of divine action emphasizes 
what God can achieve in world events. 

God gives significance to life at every 
stage; thus blessings are experienced at 
each. Persons who take time to learn from 
the aging will discover how God's pres
~nce ensures hope, strength, and meaning 
m the present and the future. 

Proverbs proclaims that long life is 
God's reward for wisdom and righteous
~ess. In an_cient times, people fea red an un
timely accident or a shortened life. Few 
made it to enjoy white hair or grandchil
dren. 

Now, _more reach old age because of 
medical care rather than righteousness 
and wisdom. Because of this, the 
elderly fear an extended life as much if 

not more than a shortened one . They find 
that poor health robs them of control over 
their resources and future. 

What good then is righteousness or wis
do ? A · 

m. gmg adults ca n help younger lis-
teners.read carefully the entire Bible to dis
cover its full message. The Bible helps both 
the elderly and the young think through 
the confusion of modern aging dilemmas. 
God's blessings offer room to grow- not 
ne~essarily ease and financia l prosperity. 
~ithout the plight of the elderly, however, 
he_younger generation might not study 

Scripture enough to discover this truth. 
As one ages, one learns that God gra nts 

room to grow and blossom to the weak 
a nd fra g ile as well as the s trong. As God 
gra nted Israel a land, so God gives all a 
space where they can become the people 

--------------------------------~a.,i1ua11a·»<·~a:11~ 
of God. Servants can learn what the 
blessing of God means in the life of 
spiritually mature elders . 

The elderly who realize that God 
grants them a significant r~le at 
every stage of life will cont1:11ue to 
act as agents of God's blessmg. l 
God's blessing cannot be t~~en 
away from them by any cns1s or de
teriorating hea lth. Even those con
fined to a bed can share lessons 
learned from God. Servants need to '- ~~ 
learn this lesson of spiritual 
maturity. 

Servants Learn That God Sustains 
Youth creates an illusion of self

sufficiency and independence. ln 
the words of Ecclesiastes 11-12, ~hat 
illusion represents a quickly fadmg 
stage of life. Elderly believers have 
experienced that truth an~ c~n 
teach servants a more realistic per
spective. They believe, as the Bible 
teaches, that God support~ and sus
tains everyone throug_h_cn ses . 
(storms) and bodily dismtegra~10n 
even unto d eath. No one remams 
self-sufficient or fully independent. 
Exp erience calls serva~ts to ~dm1t 
limitations and to realize therr need 
for mutual interdependence. 

Not all elderly accept their need 
for interdependence. Most elderly 
citizens of the U.S.A. and Canada 
enjoy their independence an~ feel 
embarrassed and d emeaned if tl_1ey 
must depend on others . That pnde 
is not bad. So the ultima te.goal of a 
servant ministry to the frail elderly 
is to help them retain at least a me~
sure of "high-headed d ependence. 
Still the elderly can teach younger 
serv'ants how to respond better to 
increasing d ependence. 

Little by little, the elderly lose the 
signs of power and strength. Some 
remain healthier than others, but. 
eventually time catches up. At this 
time, the frail elderly become more 
dependent on social structures that 
God established. . . 

The foundation for tlus secunty 
rests on the fi fth command men.~ : 
"Honor thy Father and Mother. 
Giving honor to pa rents 9oes be- . 
yond taking care of physical need s, 
although it includes that. The com-

fo 

r ti 
mandment addresses adult children 
at a time when their parents cannot 
d emand honor. God steps in and de
mands it for them. 

God demands that children treat 
paren ts as significantyers~ns ai:id, 
thereby, honor them m thei_r frailty. 
Ask any older person ho~ import
ant this is to them. You w ill learn 
wha t this command really means. 

God crea ted social supports for 
the aging, a nd all generations in
herit the responsibility to carry on 
these goals. Such supports treat the 
pleasant and bitter elderly equa lly 
as creations of God. Each deserves 
significance as a product of God's 
design. 

Therefore, Leviticus 19:32 calls 
for a ll to "rise up before the white 
hair and honor the face of an old 
one, and fear your God: I am the 
Lord." God supports the elderly_ 
with the holy name and reputation. 
Even when old age depletes the 
streng th of elders, God demands 
respect and attention for them. 

A servant who is willing to learn 
from aging, frail adults will dis~ 
cover that nothing compares w ith 
God' s creations. As well, such a 
listener w ill learn that dependence 
on God's support demands that the 
younger generation mobilize to 
express God's love. 

Servants Learn That God Cares 
Healthy, prosperous adults tend 

to ignore the pain of the weak and 
vulnerable. Servanthood demands 
that these adults care for the vulner
able as God cares. That goes against 
tendencies toward concentrating on 
issues of self-preservation. . . 

Vigorous adults can bre~k this. m
sensitive attitude by exploring w ith 
the frail older adults w hat it means 
to suffer or to care for those who 
s lip into diseases like that ?f Alz
heimer's. Hopefully, learnmg_f~om 
the pain of sufferers w ill sensitize 
servants to increase their compas
sion to the level Christ demon
strated on the cross. 

Through laws and the prophets, 
the Bible stresses God's concern for 
the vulnerable young, the old, the 
orphans, and the widows. Taking. 
time to listen to the frail elderly w ill 
bring new meaning to the passages 
about widows. 

Among the elderly, one finds 
more wom en than men. On the av
erage, these widows live alone on 
less money than their ma le counter
parts. Conversing with the elderly 
w ill help a servant learn how to 
care for those w ho are lonely and fi
nancially vulnerable. 

Learning from the elderly a lso . 
brings new sympathy for the ha~~1-
capped. Sight and heanng disab1l_1-
ties are common problems for fraII 
elders. Such disabilities make the el
derly especially vulnerable to stai rs, 
dim lighting, and inad equate sound 
system s. God cares d eeply tha t per
sons not place barriers in the way of 
the blind and not speak curses to 
the deaf (Leviticu s 19:1 4). 

Servanthood demands not only 
that people not harm the disabled 
but also that they enable the sight 

(continued 011 pnge J3) 
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What Decision Is Right for You and Your Loved Ones? 

by Mary Vaughn Armstrong 

ff c ould you have cared for 
your mother-in-law if 
you hadn't been a 

n ?"M urse. Y friend's question took 
me by surprise. Could I? 

"Yes," I told her. 
I can't deny that being a nurse 

helped.1:nd as Penny's dea th crept 
closer, pnor experience helped me 
pace myself. 

Penny's peaceful death in our 
home concluded Bob' s and my sea
son of caregiving. For a hundred 
reasons, that was a right ending for 
us. But for others, it isn't. 
. Thousands of caregivers need re

lief before the death of their loved 
one oc~urs. Perhaps you've reached 
a fork m your own road: One way 
leads further into caregiving, and 
the other goes a different direction. 
How do you decide which road to 
take? Which is right for you and 
your loved one? 

Spotting Cracks 
in the Earthen Vessel 

Our bodies are the earthen 
vessels_, and they are fragile. Under 

d
the weight of caregiving, they often 

evelop cracks. 
~ome can be repaired. Others 

can t. But fixab le or not, any frac
ture. on the ~urface of your caregiv
ing is a gracious warning from Cod . 
You need to pay attention, lest it ex
pand and shatter you. 

A former caregiver confided "I 
would like to have known how' 
long to continue care and when to 
let_ go. For us, we should have let go 
a little sooner." Despite ominous 
warning signals, thousands of 
ca regivers push themselves ever 
onward. 
. "?,ome people can handle caregiv
ing, wrote David Sprowle ''and 
~ome can't. ~ couldn't. I had to learn 
Y doing. It is a serious event one 

that d h ' nee st ought before doing it." 
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"Caring was ended when Dad 
suffered a stroke from which he did 
not fully recover," wrote a ca regiver 
of both pa rents. "It made home care 
impossible. The toughest d ecision 
we had to make was placing them 
both in a convalescent facility ." 

Making the Decision 
When it comes to making other 

arrangements, David Sprowle g ives 
good advice: "Provide the care to 
the best of your ability," he says, 
"and be ready to accept the fact that 
you can no longer care for a person 
when he or she becomes too much. 
When you reach the point that you 
can't do it anymore, do not feel 
guilty about placing the person in a 
care facility ." 

When_ and if you think you may 
be reaching the point w here home 
care is no longer practical, try to get 
some of tl~ e legwork out of the way 
~head of time. If feasible, call a fam
ily conference. Also talk it over with 
your m_iniste:, especially if you are 
st:uggling with the decision. As 
with_ ~very caregiving phase, pray 
specifically about your search. Con
tinue to network. 

~et asi?e a prearranged time for 
a d1scuss1on with your relative's 
doctor, either in person or by 
phone. Be sure you understand 
exactly what your loved one needs. 
Sho~ld he or she be in a skilled 
~ursing care facility? Or would an 
intermediate care complex meet h. 
ne~~s? Would he be happiest in a is 
facility that provides limited assis-
~nc~ • 

Tips for Caregiver Survival 
Some women- and men- dis

~over. tl~at their ca lling in li fe is 
r areg1v1~g . Before long, they're 
emodelin~ their home, makin its 

rooms as big as their hea rts. g 
You may not b JI d tr f e ca e to a rninis-

y o perpetua l caregiving. But at 

the same time, you've examined 
o ther options for your relative a nd 
ruled them out one by one. Several 
times, Bob and I seriously consid
ered p lacing Penny in a facility. We 
made dozens of phone calls and 
toured several fu ll-care nursing 
homes. 

But as good as those options ap
peared, each time we decided 
against them. We would pray, ta lk, 
rearrange Penny's and ou r sched
ules a li ttle bit, and d ecide to push 
on a while longer. 

Survival techniques can help 
• Remember your priorities. 

Though caregiving may tw ist 
t~em like a pretzel, keep your 
sights on God. 

• Allow nothing to come between 
you and your relationship w ith 
~od . Each day, fight for your 
time with God: Read His Word ; 
pray; allow Him to meet you 
nght where you are. No time? 
Get creative: Pray w hile you're in 
the shower, driving to the store, 
or washing d ishes. Somehow, get 
to ch~rch on Sunday. Fill yourself 
up with God's love and tangible 
love of His family on earth. 

• Discipline yourself to live one 
day a t a time. This is one of the 
great mysteries of the Christian 
life: We move through it w ith our 
eyes on heaven, our hands and 
feet on today. 

• N urture yourself by maintaining 
a part of your life separa te from 
c~regiving . Look for ways to 
d istance yourself a little each day 
from your loved one, even within 
the same house. Keep in mind 
tha t you don't have to tell your 
relative everything. Nor must 
you drop whatever you' re d oing 

• th~ second he or she calls. 
Jom (?r pray about starting) a 

• ca regiver support group. 
Take ca re of your ow n bod y. 

Ignore no thing. Schedule regular 
physica l, dental, and vision check
ups. Remember caregiving's 
axiom: Protect yourself-you are 
your loved one's most vital asset. 

• Remember: Caregiving w ill end. 
No matter how you feel today, 
this season in your life isn't 
forever. 

• Cry once in a while if you feel 
like it. You don' t always have to 
be strong. 

Do You Know a Caregiver? 
Caregivers are everywhere, and 

they're usually easy to spot. They 
are the ones who arrive late and 
leave early, who always look t_ired, 
and who either can't stop talkmg or 
say nothing at all. If one of your 
friend s fits this description, you can 
help by avoiding certain things. 
Here are some caregiver no-nos 
your best friend wouldn' t tell y~u. 
• Think before you visit a careg1v

ing friend. If she's a caregiver, 
she's doing well to stay awake 
through dinner. Baking of any 
kind has become a d istant mem
ory. No matter how gracious 
your friend may soun~, no ~~tter 
how brief your upcom1~g ':'1s1t, 
don't stay w ith her. She s simply 
no t up to it. Stay in a motel or 
w ith other friends, but never stay 
with a caregiver. 

• Park your children son:e~here 
else if you vis it a caregivmg, 
fr iend for an hour or less. It s not 
that she doesn't like your chil
dren. It's that she's worn out and 
has no energy-even for peanut 
butter sandw iches. 

Would you still like to 
help-really help-your 
caregiving friends? 
• When you see your friend, as~ 

firs t how she is-not her relative. 
Everything in her life is revolving 

around somebody else. Ask about 
her. Give her time to answer, then 
listen w hile she does. You don't 
need to offer her pearls of wis
dom for everything she says
just a sympathetic ear. 

It's pretty easy 
to talk about 

serving others. 
Caregiving puts 
shoe leather to 
the intention. 

As months and years 
of caring for Penny 

passed, 
Jes us revealed 
Himself to me 

more and more. 

• Once in a w hile, call your friend 
and arra nge a day for you to take 
dinner. Do the w hole thing: Main 
course, salad, rolls, and dessert. 
Put everything in foil pans so she 
won' t have to bother returning 
clean dishes. 

• Set up a time in advance w hen 
you will stay w ith your friend's 
relative, or take him out. This 
gives the caregiver precious 
hours of relief- and the fun of 
looking forward to it-and pro
vides a most welcome change of 
pace for the relative. 

• Announce your intention to per
form a specific seasonal chore for 
your friend: Mow her lawn, wash 
the storm w indows, hose the 
patio, clean the house, shampoo 
the carpet in her relative's room, 

or take a load to the dump. Then 
be sure to do exactly what you 
promised. 

• Remember the expenses involved 
with caregiving. Does your friend 
need financial help? If you can, 
assist w ith a loan or outright g ift. 
Or organize a community or 
church fund-raiser. 

The Rewards of Caregiving 
Caring for Penny was the most 

d ifficult thing we've ever done. In 
looking back, however, we realize it 
was God's gift to us. Such a perspec
tive comes late in caregiving. Before 
that, it must be taken on faith. 

God refined and built my charac
ter as I cared for Penny-sanding 
and polishing its many splintered 
and gna rled p laces. Caregiving 
forced me to acknowledge how 
Penny had hurt me. It made me 
admit my confusion, bewilderment, 
frustration, and pain. Because 
Penny lived with us, I couldn't 
sin1ply walk away from it all. 

Caring for her also provided 
opportunity for my healing, though 
that d idn't happen overnight. It was 
up to me to initiate help and be 
willing to accept it. 

It's pretty easy to talk about serv
ing others. Caregiving puts shoe 
leather to the intention. As months 
a nd years of caring for her passed, 
Jesus revealed Himself to me more 
and more. It was one thing to say 
that I was serving Jesus by taking 
care of Penny. It was quite another 
to learn to do it. As I realized the 
privilege that was mine, I could 
only drop to my knees before 
Him.O 

T/1is nrticle wns excerpted fro111 clinptcr 
11 "Forks in the Rond " of Mnn1 
Vn11gh11 An11stro11{s book Ca~egiving 
for Your Loved Ones (Dm.>id C. Cook 
P11blishi11g Co. ) Used witlr pcmiissioll . 
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People said she was terribly 
c~nfused and agita ted; senile, 
bitter, and suspicious. Living 

alone, age had crept up on her to 
the extent that she had to enter a 
nurs~ng home. Now I heard that she 
was m the hospital. 

Whenever I prayed for the sick 
a nd.shut-ins, Julie's name would lin
?er 111 my mind, and I d etermined 
m my heart to go to see her. But 
week after week went by. 

When I entered her hospital 
roo~, she was sitting in a wheel
chaJT, her mouth opening and cl _ . . OS 
1~g m a continuous chewing mo-
tion. I placed my hands on hers a nd 
greeted her with a cheerful "I-I 11 
J I. ' R ' e o, u ie. emember me?" 

Her memory failed her, but I in-

by Maria Rogalski 

quired how she was feeling and 
began making small ta lk about 
things and circumstances surround
ing her. She answered my questions 
but k:pt her head pressed against 
t~1e high back of the chair, her eyes 
fixed on the ceiling. When we 
talked about days gone by, tears 
would come to her eyes. 

And then her lunch tray was 
brought in. "Can you manage by 
yourself, or would you like me to 
help you"? I asked cautiously. 

She sa id she wanted some help, 
so I held the soup bowl close to her 
~nouth a nd steadied her hand g uid
mg the spoon. I buttered the bread 
and placed it in her hand and then 
proceeded to slowly feed her the 
cheese scuffle a nd green peas. She 

finished everything on her tray. 
Having only an English New 

Testament in my purse, I thought I 
would recite the 23rd Psalm to her 
in German, her mother tongue. To 
my surprise, she began to say it 
right a long with me, phrase after 
phrase with amazing accuracy, only 
faltering slightly here and there. I 
was deeply moved to see how well 
she had God's Word "hidden in her 
heart." 

"Shall we sing "Gott ist die Liebe? 
(I know God loves me)"? I offered. 

"]a," she replied eagerly, and so 
we began to sing this precious child
hood song telling of God's marvel
ous love and grace. 

Again she chimed right in. I was 
surprised and touched by the way 
she sang those well-known words 
with obvious joy and conviction, 
struggling with recalling the odd 
word in some lines, but almost lead
ing in others, lifting her voice to the 
Lord in praise and adoration. We 
sang a ll the verses and several o ther 
familiar songs from her Sunday 
sch~ol days. 

Nurses stopped in the doorway 
and listened with amazement. Was 
this the same woman who at times 
would scream uncontrollably? The 
head nurse could not believe what 
she was hearing. "That's beautiful," 
she sa id. "Did you know that she 
cannot see? She is blind. That is 
why she screams sometimes. It's 
out of frustration and loneliness." 

"Blind?" I exclaimed, incredu
lously, now even more impressed 
a nd overwhelmed at what I just ex
perienced. In her physical darkness, 
I had the rare privilege of catching a 
g limpse of the g lo rious light of 
Jesu s in her heart. 

I only made a sick-visit- but I 
came away richly blessed. 

I went to minister-but I found 
myself ministered to. 0 

Maria Rogalski is n member of 
McOermot Ave. Baptist Church, 
Winnipeg, MB . 

"I Just Met Jesus!" 
0 AK BROOK, IL. "For five 

years during high school 
and 

university, I was 
an atheist," Kent 
Carlson told the 
N.A.B. Conference 
General Council 
during its Friday 
morning devotional 
time June 6. 

One evening 
in 1974, a Polish 
Catholic student 
arrived at a university party, a p
proached Carlson and exclaime~, ,, 
wide-eyed, "I just m et Jesus Christ. 

"I offered objections," said Carl
son, "but he said, 'Kent, He's real! I 
met Him. Why not pray about it 
and see if He's real. I trust you to 
God's hands.'" 

"I went back to my room and . 
prayed , but it didn' t seem anytJ11ng 
happened," Carlson recalled. "I 
went to bed an atheist. In the ri1orn
ing, I woke up a Christian! Then I 
went to the next party, and I said, 'I 
just met Jesus Christ."' 

Carlson noted that Donnie, w ho 
had witnessed to him, and he be
came best friends. "It was as natural 
(witnessing) as breathing to us. We 
dropped out of university travel~d 
around the country- in awe-with 
an overriding passion to tell people 
about Jesus Christ." 

Carlson returned to school for 
further training and later served as 
a n associate pastor. Now a church 
planter, Carlson related that two 
years ago, he faced the truth that 
somewhere along the way, he had 
lost "the passion." H e knew how to 
preach and how to pray, but the 
"fire in his belly" was gone. He con
fessed this to his elder board, and 
his elders confessed, also. 

Together, they evaluated their 
program, budgets, and staff. "We 
were good at hugging people, but 
no t at remembering that Jesus 
C hrist died for the lost in our com
munity. God blasted me big time," 
emphasized Carlson. "I was 

"Do you remember what it is 
like to be lost? I make a plea, 
when planning budgets, 
programs, buildings, services, 
remember the lost people!" 

cream ed by God. The elders and I 
made a pact to build a church to 
reach the community. We've been 
working a t recreating our church to 
reach nonchurched people. As a 
result, more people have come to 
Christ in two years than in the 
whole time I've been at this church." 

Carlson noted that during this 
cha nge some Christians who didn' t 
get their hands held long enough 
criticized and complained . 

"If we don' t represent the needs 
of the nonchurched to the commu
nity, who will? North America 
needs to wake up and reach out to a 
lost world" Carlson challenged. 
"What drives the decisions of meet
ings? Do you remember what it is 
like to be lost? I make a plea to all, 
when planning budgets, programs, 
buildings, services, remember the 
lost people!" 

Carlson is pastor of Oak Hills 
Baptist Church, Folsom, CA. O 

-Barham Bi11dcr 
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by Barbara Dycus 

T hese two words altered my 
life for all time: 'Tm leaving." 
My father said those words 

as he wa lked down the stairs of our 
home w ith two suitcases in his 
hand s. Those words signa led the 
end of a marriage that had begun 
almost 25 years earlier. 

With those words, I became a 
child of divorce. 

My father had served as Sunday 
school superin tendent; my mother 
was active in the women's activities 
at church. They took me to church 
for the first time w hen I was eight 
days old, and I was in nearly every 
service from then on. My pa rents 
were very proud of their church her
itage and lived as nearly like Christ 
as they were able to live. 

Then in 1959, our cozy Christian 
existence changed forever. My 
mother experienced an emotional 
upheaval for which she would ac
cept no help, and from w hich she 
could not fully recover. 

She focused her frustration on 
her stable, 25-year marriage, a nd 
several confu sed months later, that 
relationship was shattered beyond 
repair. My parents were d evastated 
by this development. They felt that 
a fa il ure to live according to God 's 
laws had removed them from His 
favor. They were unable to prepare 
my sister or me in any way for 
the changes that d ivorce would 
brin g. 

The night my fa ther left, I did not 
know whether he meant he was 
leaving for a night, for a trip out of 
town, or forever. In the weeks and 
months to come, I would be isolated 
by my hurt, having no one to reach 
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out to me with healing. I felt as 
though I had been trapped in a 
nightmare. 

T he small, conserva tive 
church we attend ed was un
able to accept this breach of 

conduct from two of its stalwarts. 
We were asked to leave the congre
gation. 

The issue here is not whether 
people should or should not d i
vorce. God's s tandards for marriage 
never change. But the fact is that 
people are divorced. C hild ren are in 
pain. We must minister to these bro
ken lives. 

The church must serve d ivorced 
and sepa rated individuals. Those 
who form the caring, compassion
ate relationships need ed for such 
service w ill soon discover that di-

vorced and separa ted people are in 
pain. They are not looking for some
one to "kiss it a nd ma ke it better," 
but for someone to accept the m as 
they are, understand wha t they are 
going through, and lead them and 
their children to a place where the 
atmosphere of healing allows 
recovery. 

Divorce has held so many people 
captive to their hurts. God is ca ll ing 
us, His church, to bring them back 
from their captivity so that He may 
reveal to them His plans for their 
lives. By His g race, He ca n use us to 
help heal. O 

Barbara Dyrns and her husband, pastor 
Jim Dyrns, work with divorced and 
single-paren t fami lies, and are the 
authors of Children of Divo rce, David 
C. Cook Publishing. 

I had e~cou~tered ma~y difficult 
situations m my nursmg career, 
but none had prepared m e for 

this assignment. The day I was told 
I was to care for a man with a homo
sexual life-style who was dying of 
cancer was the day I finally began 
to realize there were some things 
that I, a Chris tian nurse, needed to 
face. 

I knew I could not refuse to care 
for this pa tient, but I was a lso aware 
that I had to change my attitude be
fore entering his home. During 
those hours before going to Joe's 
house, I searched the scriptures and 
prayed for God's w isdom. 

Walking up the stairs of his beau
tiful San Francisco home, questions 
poured through my mind. What 
would I say to Joe? How could I re
spond to the uncertainties of this as
signment w ithout compromis ing 
my Christian values? Soon I was to 
experience the fact that w hen you 
make yourself available to God, He 
w ill lead the way in a ll the situa
tions you encounter no matter how 
d ifficult! 

As I began to see Joe as a person 
w hom God loved, I found I could 
love him, too. And the doors began 
to open for me to share the Gospel 
w ith Joe and even with his lover as 
well. 

When I had gone to San Fran
cisco in 1984, to complete my Mas
ters degree in N ursing in the are~ of 
Ca ncer (Oncology), the AIDS epi
demic was soaring in that ci ty. 
Since AIDS and cancer have a num
ber of similarities, the AIDS d isease 
became a part of my cli nical pro
gram. The next step led n:e to the 
hospice organization, whJCh was . 
my introduction to caring for termi
nalf y ill persons w ith AIDS. 
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During the following six years, 
San Francisco became the place tha t 
God used to teach me what true 
Christ-like love really means. It hap
pened as I worked with p eople like 
Pat, Robert, Albert, and Sue. 

I shall never forget Sue's forgiv
ing spirit. Infected by her husband, 
because of his bisexual life-style, 
she was hurt and wounded. But 
during the two years that she was a 
part of my life, not once did ~ hear 
her blame him. Instead, we fmally 
saw her husband turn to the Lord 
because of the tender, uncondi
tional love she d emonstra ted to 
him. From the world's perspective, 
it was tragic, for Sue and her hus
band both died, but today they are 
in the presence of the Lord. 

Working with AIDS patients is 
an incredible challenge because of 
the fear and hopelessness that this 
disease identifies. Then there is the 
social stigma w hich is an even 
greater component of the challenge. 
But in spite of this, God is working 
in many lives. "God works best 
when things are messy," sa id a chap
lain working with AIDS in Chicago. 
How true this has been for me! 

I
n this work, we not only deal 
w ith AIDS patients but also 
w ith their fa milies. Often they 

face the dea th of their loved one 
a lone, having risked and been bro
ken by the rejection they have re
ceived by their friends and people 
w ho are part of the Christian 
church. 

We, as Christians, have a unique 
mission field at home today. But, 
sadly, perhaps the most frustrating 
aspect for me is the lack of compas
sion shown by the judgmental 
a ttitud es of God's people. 

Has Jesus ever rejected anyone? 
No! Our Great Physician has ca lled 

on us to display unconditional love. 
When are we going to learn to reach 
out to those God has brought with
in our reach? Whether we are called 
to minister to AIDS patients or not, 
we need to put all our prejudices 
aside and practice Christ's love. 
This d oes not mean we condone 
wrong but that we love people into 
the kingdom as Christ would have 
us d o. 

My sincere desire is to be faithful 
to Hin1, reaching out w ith God's 
unconditional love to those He has 
brought within my reach. Cl 

Irene Kahler (M.5. i11 
N11rs i11g, UCSFJ is a 
111c111/1er of Troclw Bap
tist CJ111rch, Troclw , 
AB. Site is Director of 
Agape Ma11or Hospice 
in Calgary, AB , and a 
specialist for Cancer 

all(/ AIDS patients. l~eprinterl by pennis
sion from Servant, Prairie Bi/1/c Collc.r,zt'. 
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What Makes a Home 

Each year in a Chris- ' 
tian home course that 
I taught at Wheaton 

College (Illinois), I asked my 
students to isolate what 
they remembered about 
their homes as "good." What, 
to them, spoke most clearly 
of unity and stability, of a / 
healthy climate in which they 
could develop as persons? The 
answers remained the same year 
after yea r. 

Unconditional Love 
"My parents loved me." 

"I always knew they 
cared for me, even when 
I did something wrong." 

They remembered un
cond itional love. Uncondi-
tional love is God's kind of love. 
It does not excuse sin, but it never 
rejects the one w ho fa lls short. 

Respect and Trust 
Successful Christian parents a lso 

showed respect for the feelings, 

12 BAPTIST HERALD 

by Lawrence 0 . Richards 

her of ways. Some parents 
g ive their children an 

- allowance w hen their 

V child ren are very young an~ 
:g~~~~ ... ~"" teach them how to sp end it 

ideas, and capabilities of their sons 
and daughters. "My parents always 
showed respect for my opinion. " 
"~rom the time I was young, I was 
given responsibilit ies and helped to 
meet them." 

Respect ca n be shown in a num-

wisely. As the child ren 
grow, the parents in

crease the allowance to include 
clothing and other personal items. 
Some parents develop a family 
council, w here the ideas of each 
family member are con sidered in 
p~anning for the g rou p . Still o thers 
?1ve their children respons ibili ties, 
increas ing them as they grow 
older-responsibilities tha t are no t 
j~st "jobs" but meaningful contribu
tions to the family's life together. 

What cou nts is that young peo
ple are aware that their parents 
seem to trus t them and respect 
them as persons. 

Communication 
.. "Mom and I a lways talked a lot." 
I felt that if I had a problem or a 

good time, I could share it w ith 
Dad." A sense of openness in com-

munica tion is a tremendously criti
cal factor, one on w hich many of 
the other factors hinge. 

Communication takes place 
heart-to-heart. It is marked by open
ness, by eagerness f~r reconciliation 
and harmony, and by the free flow 
of forgiveness. There can be no com
m unica tion without the awareness 
that each cares for the o ther and 
shares his o r her real self. 

Standards 
"My parents had clear standards 

for themselves and for me." "I saw 
in their lives the commitment to 
what they said was very important." 

Young people resent it when par
en ts expect behavior and attitudes 
from their children that they don' t 
exp ect of themselves. 

Years of Change 
As a child g rows, the ways we 

communicate unconditional love, 
show respect, set standards, and 
keep open commu nication lines 
g row, too. This is why no one can 
say, "This is what to do to build a 
good family." Our practices and em
phasis shift with the growth and 
change of our children . 

Babies. To babies, love is commu
nicated in many ways, but primar
ily by touch and tone of voice. Ba
bies under s ix months require no 
discipline, no training. But th~y do 
require love: H and ling, cuddlmg, 
talking to, laughing w ith. It's easy 
to give time to babies; they're lov
able. And it is vitally important that 
from a child's firs t days he or she 

. f 
senses the warmth a nd intensity 0 

our love. 
Toddlers. Toddlers are some

times hard to love! Over, under, 
around, and into everything-e~
ploring, often testing and retesting 
the limits we set fo r them. Todd lers 
a lso need love and a ttention, cud
d ling, sitting w ith and looking at 
pictures w hile "read ing" a book, or 

going on special walks to explore 
the wonders of God's world . 

Todd lers also need limits. Par
ents must also respect their need to 
explore. Too often a pattern of rela
tionship is set during these hectic 
days. Dad or Mom is constantly say
ing no to everything a child does
trying to change a child into a "little 
adult" long before the child is capa
ble of behaving in a grown-up way. 

Elem en tan; children. To the pat
terns of life you have established 
when your child was a preschooler, 
you now have much to add-listen
ing when the child comes home 
from school, looking at his or her 
papers and projects, displaying 
them. You can find so many, many 
ways to show the child that you 
ca re about what happens to him or 
her. You care about what the child 
is interested in. 

Adolescence. With the teen years 
come fresh opportunities. You can 
find new ways to increase your 
son's or daughter's freedom of 
choice, things the adolescent will be 
able to hand le because you worked 
toward this time by giving opportu
nities for d ecision making when he 
or she was younger. You can do 
more things together. You can com
municate on a deeper level. You can 
step up into wider adventures of liv
ing. Good families are developed as 
parents successfully express uncon
ditional love and respect fo r their 
children. There is not only a consis
tent parental example but also a 
free flow of communication. To 
build good families, it is vitally im
portant that we sense our oneness, 
our love, and ou r respect for each 
other, and that we open up our 
lives a nd share w ith our children. 0 

Lawrence 0. Richards, Ph.D., is a 
well-know11 Christian educator a11d 
has authored 111ore than 80 books . 
Reprinted by per111issio11 of David C. 
Cook Publishi11g. 

Servanthood . . . (from page 5) 

and hearing disadvantaged to nego
tiate a building w ithout difficulty 
a nd to make sure that all hear the 
message of God . As servants learn 
how to care from the elderly, they 
become advocates for the physically 
d isadvantaged. 

A servant sees or views the 
elderly as teachers rather than dis
abled dependents. To learn how to 
approach the elderly, one can learn 
by listening attentively to the con
cerns of older persons in the Bible. 
In Psalm 71, an older worshipper, 
experiencing the loneliness of old 
age, comes to God for assurance. 
The worshipper cries to God: "Do 
not cast me off in the time of old 
age; Do not forsake me when my 
strength fails" (Psalm 71:9). 

Older adults feel that old age 
often means that they are treated as 
worthless-"cast off' by churches 
and society. The elderly worshipper 
wants to know: Will God a lso treat 
me as worthless? 

The Psalmist pleads again: "Even 
when I am old and gray, 0 God, do 
not forsake me, until I declare your 
strength to this generation, your 
power to all w ho are to come" 
(Psalm 71 :18). This aging worship
per does not want to d ie, as much 
still remains to be accomplished. 
That elder wants to witness to 
everyone abou t the blessing, sus
taining, and caring nature of God. 
From this elder in the Psalms, we 
can learn about God' s fa ithfulness. 

Servants recognize that wisdom 
comes from others, especially aging, 
mature believers. Spiritually strong 
leaders also can learn from the expe
riences of aging. Their testimony to 
the blessings, support, and compas
sion of God needs to be heard. 

Servants w ho listen to the aging 
may overcome tendencies toward 
workaholism. They may escape 
their phobias about d ependence 
and weakness. Elderly believers can 
put the younger generation in touch 
with the pulse of div ine justice. 

Those who listen become agents 
of God 's honor and respect the el
d_erly. They will structure compas
sion for the vulnerable. May all dis
cover the blessings of serving the 
elderly as learners from God' s won
derful teachers. 0 
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a f in the 1960s we studied 
sociology to save our world, 
in the 1970s psychology to 
save ourselves, and in the 

1980s business management to 
guarantee our economic future, 
what will we study this d ecade? I 
suggest it will be the environment 
as we attempt to preserve our 
future. The difference today, 
compared to 10 years ago, is that we 
no longer expect that life will 
automatically get better. Fatter pay 
cheques and exotic holidays are no 
longer assumed. Survival has 
become the byword. 

Baby boo~ners (people born 
between 1946 and 1964) no longer 
expect that becoming a YUPPIE 
(young, urban, upwardly mobile 
professional) is their inalienable 
right. This is the critical group to 
watch.as it is the single largest age 
groupmg and has the greatest 
pur~hasi:1'g power in our society. 
Sooologists call it the "pig in the 
python" sy~drome: It is a large age 
group passing through society. 

What are the important trends 
for us to watch? I see a number of 
fac~ors ~1fluencing this generation, 
which, if we do not recognize and 
make some attempt to understand 
w~ll _end up limiting our churches'' 
nu ms try. 

Canadians Are Not Mad at God 
Though few Canadians are goin 

to church (on average, only 22 g 
percent atte~d a pla~e of worship 
each ':'Veek), interest m spirituality is 
gro':"i~g .. Apart from traditional 
Chnstiamty, some beliefs flow from 
New Age type of thought, and 
ot~ers are distinctly anti-Christian 
faiths. 

. Recently, I noticed a bookstore's 
d isplay of hardcover books. It 
mcluded Witchcraft and Demonolo 
Mysterious l-Inppenings, MysterioufY' 
Monsters, Mysteries of the Afterlife 
Myst_er~es of the Universe, Mysteri;s of 
Pred1ct10n , Mysteries of Magic 1 t 
the Unknown, Tarot , Encyc/op~d~~ ~f 

PART I 

Witchcraft, Encyclopedia of White 
Magic. 

This tells us that the world of the 
metaphysical, or that which is 
beyond the physical, continues ~o 
interest Canadians. The danger 1s to 
get caught up in fighting d evia nt 
forms of spirituality and fail to see. 
people's desire to know and e~pe.n
ence spiritual life. The sharp nse 111 

interest in New Age forms is a 
reminder of people's need for an 
inner spiritual life. Much of what 
we see may be a cry for help. 

Secularism Rules the Public Square 
The paradox is that while people 

show increasing interest in m~t~ers 
of spirituality, the place of religion, 
and, especially, Christian faith are 
pushed out from public life . . 

This results from a spli t view of 
life: Faith is considered to be only 
for one's private life and has no .. 
business influencing public policies 
or engaging in public affairs. . 

This is evident in the outJawmg 
of Bible reading or prayers in our 
public schools, the refusa l to allo"". 
Christian groups to use school fao
lities during the school day, th.e bar
ring of Gideons from giving Bibles 
to students, and the movement of 
courts to censure any Christian . 
content in any form from education· 

This past Christmas season 
offered some glaring examples: 
Carols mentioning Christ or scer:es 
showing the Nativity. were prolu-

1 bited by authori ties in some sch00 s 
and municipal buildings. 

Media Narrowcas ting Is Jncre~sing 
In 1993, the United States will 

00 launch a satellite that will make 1 

chan~~ls available to Canadian Is 
telev1s1on viewers. These channe 
can be picked up with a 300-dollar, 
two-foot-wide receiver. The effect 
of this new service will be to create 
on television what we already get 
by way of the newspaper, maga
zine, and book indus try: narrow~ 

· bl ca-casting. This word refers to pu 1 

tions designed to serve very specific 
topics and special interests. 

Since the arrival of cable and the 
use of the converter, we have an 
increased number of channels to 
select· television has changed from 
"broadcasting" to "narrowcas~ing." 
The expected 100 channels will ex
tend the ability to serve even nar
rower interests. The many channels 
will focus on sports, news, fashion, 
shopping, weather, busi~1ess,. 
movies, religion, gardenmg, f1t~ess, 
non-English languages, educat10n, 
and countless other possibilities. 

For Canadians, there are two 
important trends: The incr~ased 
internationalization of our informa
tion (more than just American 
material) and the increased frag
mentation of what Canadians are 
thinking and believing. No longer 
can we assume that most people are 
watching particular programs. 
Increasingly, we lose a shared ex
perience of events, ideas, and mo_ve
ments as our collective attention is 
divided among many events, ideas, 
and movements. 

Violence in Homes Includes 
Christian Homes 

As our culture gave its approval 
of violence in the media and sports, 
we now are waking up to the 
results as seen in sexual and 
domestic violence. . .

1
d 

The increased reportmg of chi 
molestation is opening up the mem
ories of people-often "".om~n
Who were abused in their child
hood. And, to the shock of most 
Christians, Christian homes are not 
exempt. 

We will increasingly learn of . 
· 1 · fanusexual abuse going on wit un · 

lies in our congregations. Add_ to 
the child sexual abuse issue, vJ0-
1 . d i·t totals a ence against women, an . 
society, including our church fami
lies, which is in deep need of 
spiritual healing. 

This is not to say that pas~orsal 
now have to become professwn 
counselors but that church leaders 

. i·ty so that must wake up to this rea i 

healing can take p~ace. If we pre
tend it does not exist, we add to the 
burdens of those who come to our 
churches looking for a lifting of 
their burdens. 

The issue of men sexually abus
ing children and physically ?~tter
ing spouses is at its h.eart spmtual; 
it calls for confrontation, counsel
ing, and accountability. The chu:ch 
cannot afford to ignore or deny its 
reality. 

The Walls of Economi~ 
Protectionism Are Falling 

All of us are aware that w_e have 
been going through~ re.cession. At 
the heart of our contmumg . 
economic struggle is a massive 
restructuring of our economy. 

The Canada / U.S. Free Trade 
Agreement is part of a lar?er world
wide trade movement. Witne.ss, for 

mple the free-trade zone m exa , . iff 
western Europe. Protective tar . 
barriers are coming down, m_eanmg 
that business in one country is :iot 

rotected from foreign competitors. 
P To assume that the old track of 

·ty i ·s J·ust around the corner 
Pros pen 

. the point The world has is to 1111ss · . 
changed, and we are bemg dragged 

1 Even if the Europeans and 
a ong. 1 · f d . s were to lower t 1eir oo American . . 

b "d1·es resulting possibly m SU SI I • • 

better prices for Canadian gram 
tile pulp and paper mdus-farmers, d 

f Xan1ple will be force to try ore ' / . 
' t t world prices without compe ea . 

tariff protection. . 
For some, these change: will . 

·ous vocational dislocation mean sen b 
-the loss of a job, the need to e 

. ed or even to pull up roots retram . 
d Ove The expectation to 

an m · · · I . on the farm, to hve m t 1e 
remam k · th 

f. I ·ng village to wor m e home is 1i ' . 
.11 as dad did, or live to same m1 ' . b 

tirement on the same JO may 
~~me to a crashing end. 

What does the gospel ~1ave to 
? Is our response lost m anger a_t 

say. t policies or at the unfair overmnen 
~arid trading practices? What can 

ff S Christ's response to 
W e o er a 

. ? 
severe dislocat10n . 

Women's Issues 
Cannot Be Ignored 

In a recent meeting in Miami, 
1 500 women from 83 countries met 
at the world 's Women's Congress 
for a Healthy Planet. It was the 
largest assembly of its kind . They 
met to plan for the world meeting 
on the environment in June 1992 in 
Brazil. They met to prepare their 
position papers and to influence 
this, the biggest of current 
issues. 

Translate that into your com
munity. Increasingly, women are 
rising in leadership in business, 
education, and government. A new 
generation of younger women is 
arriving, and they assume they 
have as much right to compete for a 
job as do young men. 

Those same women come into 
our churches, most of which do not 
allow women to usher, let alone 
serve on a senior board. The danger 
is that church lead ership will 
respond to the desire for ministry 
by reacting, believing it comes out 
of a radical feminist view rather 
than a heartfelt desire to be used of 
God. 

Some church leaders will focus 
on the issue of ordination. Another 
way to deal with it in the interim, 
however, is at the local church level, 
asking how to give opportunity to 
someone gifted by God, without 
using gender as the dividing 
line. 

I offer these issues w ith the sug
gestion that you make these, along 
with others you will list, an agenda 
for your board meeting, Sunday 
school class, or prayer group. And 
then ask, "What is the Spirit of God 
saying to us about the needs of our 
people?" 0 

(to be co11tin11ed) 

Brinn C. Stiller is Executive Director of 
the Evn11gelicn/ Fellowship of Cn11ndn . · 
Reprinted by per111 issio11 fro111 
"S 1111din/," Evn11gelicnl Fellmuship of 
Canada , Willowdale, ON. 
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Baptist Women of Africa Say 
"The Bones Shall Rise Again" 

~-
, 8'' BAPTIST WOMEN·s UNION , 

OF AFRICA CONFEREHCE 2 s !12 

~ The 3-H Girls of the 
Cameroon Baptist 
Co11ve11 tio11 gave 
presentations showing 
the women fro111 other 
countries how they 
could i111prove tl1eir 
work. They were led by 
Mrs . Jessy 00111 . 

by Pat Meinerts, Catherine Allen, and Beatrice Nokuri 

W
ith drums beating, hands 
clapping, and feet danc
ing, the Baptist Women's 

Union of Africa held its eighth con
tinental assembly, August 2-6, in 
Douala, Cameroon, West Africa. 

The purpose was to give the 
women of Africa hope amid sorrow 
and disaster. 

The total registration of 302 ex
ceeded all previous Africa continen
tal meetings. Thirteen countries 
were represented . 

Of the more than 50 nations on 
the African continent, approximate
ly 20 have no Baptist women's con
tact. These nations were repre
sented in the roll call of nations by a 
black banner decorated with the 
dark blue traditionally used for 
mourning in Cameroonian culture. 

Festive opening ceremonies 
included an audience at the gover
nor's palace and reception by 
government officials, a march with 
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union banners through the streets 
of Douala to the historic Bethel Bap
tist Church for a worship service 
that included a 400-voice men's 
choir singing a new composition on 
"The Bones Shall Rise Again." 

The Cameroon Baptist 
Convention women, together with 
the women from the Union des 
Eglises Baptists du Cameroon and 
from the Eglises Baptists du 
Cameroon, welcomed 41 African 
sisters from 12 other countries, 
seven American missionaries, Mrs. 
Catherine Allen, the BWA women's 
president, and Mrs. Aduke Akinola 
BW A women's treasurer. ' 

Daily Bible stud ies based on 
Ezekiel 37 included historica l data 
about sexual and political mis
deeds, which led to the "dry bones" 
o~ s~iritua l death. Comparing the 
Biblica l context to the condition of 
Africa today, Rev. Peter Nymunloh 
of Ndu urged the women to work 

for personal and corporate repen
tance and purity. "The Israelites 
needed revival, and so do we!" 

Pastor Louise Tappa from 
Douala introduced the theme for 
the Conference, "The Bones Shall 
Rise Again," as she addressed the 
audience the op ening evening. 

After each message, grou p Bible 
stud ies settled the key ideas more 
deeply in the women's hearts. 
Daily, short dramas on the them e 
vividly portrayed by women from 
d ifferent countries a t times brought 
tears as they depicted the problems 
of hunger, homelessness, and 
injustice. "Bones show that life is 
gone. They reflect a sta te of 
hopelessness and worthlessness. Is 
there any hope? Yes, in God. He has 
the answer!" 

Beatrice Nokuri of the Cameroon 
Baptist Convention has served as 
president of the Baptist Women's 
Union of Africa fo r the past five 

years. In her president's 
message, she cha llenged the 
women to attack some of the 
insurmountable problems t 

.. 

~ Missionary On;n Meinerts 
opened the anniversm-y cake 
at the BWUA Conference. 

~ Bea11sejo11r Hotel, the site of 
the BWUA meeting 

The handwork display 
reflected the talents of the 
Continent: tie-dyed cloth and 
basketry from Cameroon, 

facing Africa, ills w hich she ' t 
called "A heap of dry bones." L-=..-=:;;;;;;;;;::::::;:::::;~~==--====::....:.......:.....-21 

beautiful sewing from Sierra 
Leone, and fine cloth from 
Kenya. Highlights of the meeting 

included 
• Welcoming three groups who 

attended BWUA for the first tin1e: 
women from the Mambilla 
Baptist Convention of Nigeria,. 
Equito rial Guinea, and the Eghses 
Baptists du Cameroon. . 

• Singing songs in many Afncan 
languages. The translation of a 
Kenyan song in Swahili was . 
"When you hear the lions roanng, 
sinners get saved." . 

• Participa ting in the opemng 
march w ith flags of each country 
flying, and high Nigerian head
ties topping colorful dress. 

• Dancing and singing toge.ther at 
the UEBC Home Economics Cen
tre as the women gave offerings 
and celebrated their joy in the 
Lord who can raise dead boi~es . 

• Feeling with the representative 
from East Africa as she shared the 

problems of war, refugees, 
drought, and hunger that almost 
all of the countries in her region 
are experiencing. Their attend
ance at the Conference was low 
due to these difficulties. 

• Using ear phones for spontan
eous translation of English to 
French and vice versa . Tha t saved 
so much time in comparison to 
the line by line translation that 
most of the women are used to in 
their own areas w ith local 
~nguages. . 

• Fund raising with proceeds bemg 
used to start an African Evangeli
zation Fund. 

• Illustrating through a media 
presentation by Missionary Pat 
Meinerts the success of Camer-

n Baptist Convention women 0 0 . . 
in starting churches and m1111s-
tering to women's needs. 

Represen tatives of governmental 
and United Nations ministries were 
also among program speakers. They 
emphasized issues concerning 
women's health in Africa- such as 
maternal death, malnutri tion, 
genital mutilation, and birth 
control, as well as economic issues 
affecting women. 

Stud y topics of Women in Evan
gelism, Women and Culture, 
Women and Political/Economic 
Affairs, and Women and Health 
Concerns pinpointed tremendous 
obstacles which many women face 
daily. Along with obstacles are op
portunities. The women were en
couraged to be women of determi
nation, to teach the fundamenta ls o f 
spiritual warfare to their children, 
to work together, and to tell others 
about the Lord . The presentations 
of women from ma ny countries 
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A Delegates at the BWUA Conference consider the 
theme, "Dry Bones Shall Rise Again." 

were thought-provoking and s timu
lating. 

The Conference sessions were 
made joyous and vigorous by 
drumming, singing, and dancing 
presented in the styles of each 
cultural group represented. Severa l 
delegations presented dramatic 
theme interpretations. 

One group presented a panto
mime based on John 4, the encoun
ter of Jesus with the Samaritan 
woman at the well. After the drama, 
the woman who had portrayed the 
Samaritan woman ran from the 
room in tears. A sister d elegate 
rushed to comfort her. Together, 
they went to the prayer room w here 
the "Samaritan woman" confessed 
that she was not acting, that the 
story she p ortrayed was actually 
her own . Her comforter prayed 
with her until she felt forgiven and 
experienced conversion to Christ. 

The women were thrilled and 
thank Cod for the reports of what 
has been accomplished during the 
past five years. The World Day of 
Prayer material was produced by 
an African. The African newsletter, 
"Organ of News," was published, 
albeit irregularly. Their history 
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Beatrice Nokuri of the Cameroon A 
Baptist Convention served as president 
of the Baptist Women's Union of Africa 
for the past five years. She thanks the 
North American Baptists- both in 
North America and in Cameroon- for 
their help. 

book is published, ready to buy! 
More countries and groups have 
joined the BWUA a lthough they 
were not all at this meeting. Tours 
were made. 

There were difficulties to over
come, difficulties in correspondence 
across Africa, difficu lties due to 
turbulence, but the President, Mrs. 

Nokuri, advised the women to 
strive for "excellence" not "good" 
w hatever the situation may be. 0 

In Appreciation 

"The Baptist Women's U11 io11 of 
Africa Continental Assembly was n 
thrilling occasion showing the frnit of 
many yen rs of missionary effor t from 
Europe and North A111ericn," says 
Catherine Allen. "Beatrice Nok11ri was 
an outstanding lender of Africn--n11d 
also worldwide-throughout her five 
yea rs ns presiden t of the B WUA. 

"Without the assistance of the 
N.A.B. Conference and your 
111issionnries (Oryn and Pat Mei11erts 
and Jim Garbnt) the s1.1ccess of the 
meeting wou ld have been greatly 
hindered. 

"Most of the time Pat Meinerts 
worked behind the scenes e111poweri11g 
many women from the CBC to chair 
hostess committees that worked very 
s11ccessf11lly," says Allen. 

"Please accept my personal 
grntit1.1de, admirntion, and appreci
ation for the wonderful support shown 
by your office, by Or. John Binder, 
Linda Weber, Rev. Fred Folkerts, n11d 
your workers i11 Ca 111eroon ." O 
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Cameroonian missionaries appointed to Bioko 

6 
The Cameroon Baptist 
Convention has ap
pointed its firs t Came
roonian church p lanting 

missionary couple, fhe Rev. and 
Mrs. llija Ja m, to the Island of Bioko 
(formerly Fernando Po), Equa torial 
Guinea, West Africa. 

In 1858 becau se of religious per
secution, Missionary Alfred Saker 
left Bioko and landed in Cameroon. 
August 2, 1858, became a his tory
making day as Saker beached his 
dugout at Bimbia w ith eight Chris
tians from Fernando Po. 

Seven days later, Saker transfer
red the group farther up the coast to 
Victoria and began what was later 
to be the Ebenezer Baptist Church 
in Victoria, n ow Limbe. As it be
came increasingly unbearable for 
the Chris tians to exercise their eva n
gelica l faith on the island , more im
migrants arrived in Victoria. 

Now the Cameroon Baptist 
Convention is going back to the 

•• 

people of Fernando Po with the 
same Good News of 150 years ago 
and to still spiritually-hungry 
people. 

Today, there are only 40 Baptist 
believers on the Island. In contrast, 
because of the Gospel coming to 
Cameroon in 1858, the Cameroon 
Baptist Convention exists w ith a 
membership of 60,000 Christians. 

"The Cameroon Baptist Conven
tion is determined to help establish 
Christ's church on Bioko," says Mis
sionary Ken Priebe, "because it rec
ognizes its mission responsibility. If 
Christ or Paul were physically in 
Cameroon today, there is no d oubt 
in my mind that either of them 
would have a lso taken Cameroon 
Airlines and flown to the Island, 20 
miles off-shore from Lirnbe, to 
preach the Good News of salvation 
in Jesus. We look forward to a g reat 
spiritual harvest as we, the Camer
oon Baptist Convention, become in
volved in overseas missions." 

Missionaries Oryn and Pat 
Meinerts and Ken and Eileen Priebe 
as well as the Rev. Isaac Kome, 
acting evangelism secretary of the 
Cameroon Baptist Convention, 
visited the Island in April to plan 
this new ministry in Bioko. 

Pray for this new ministry and 
for the Jams. They w ill face persecu
tion by the State Church. 0 

God's hand seen in medical work by Rod Zimmerman 

One can see the work of 
God's hand in our small, 
overcrowded maternity 
ward. Our midwives are 

committed to good care. 
One pa tient, w hom we had been 

observing closely due to hydro
ninios (excessive amniotic fluid in 
the uterus indicating a feta l abnor
mality ), was admitted in labour. 
To our surprise, she delivered a 
healthy baby, and it was discovered 
there w ere tw ins. However, the 
second tw in was obstructed during 
d elivery. 

We tha nk God for His help d ur
ing the forceps delivery. Though 
quite depressed at first and swollen 
in the face, the baby respond ed 
well. Two days la ter, I coul~ hardy 
distinguish between the twins. 

(Soon we hope to have our. new 
maternity ward open for service.) 

In another instance, we saw God 
work in the life of a young man. 

A well-known thief and gang 
lead er came with a bullet wound 
very near major vessels in his upper 
shoulder. Surgery successfully 
cleared the infection. 

In counseling with our chaplain, 
this young man asked Jesus into his 
heart. Though he still faces the con
sequences for his past deeds, heap
pears to be serious in his new life. 
Pray that the chaplain may be able 
to visit and encourage hin1 in prison 
and w itness to others as well. 

Daily, we see patients for w hom 
a diagnostic ultrasound instrument 
would help in diagnosis and 
management. We do praise Cod 
for a new and long awaited X-ray 
unit, w hich is in the process of 
being shipped. 0 

Or. Rodne11 Zi111merma11 serves ns n 
medical doctor nt Mbi11go Baptist 
Hospitnl i11 Cn11u:roo11. , West Africa. 
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"L ast summer, for the 
firs t time in 20 years, 

we scheduled our own Vaca
tion Bible School," said the 
pastor of a 140-year-old con
gregation. "A previous pas
tor had persuaded the church 
board tha t it would be better 
to plan a joint VBS with three 
other churches-a symbol of 
Christian unity. Three weeks 
after I arrived as the new pas
tor two years ago, that joint 
school was held. We had 
thr~e kids from this congre
gation enrolled in it. 

"That winter we created 
an ad hoc committee to re
v_iew the subject; they de
oded to pull out of the joint 
school. Last summer, we ran 
our own with 47 children en
rolled. This sum.mer, we ex
pect close to 80, since we are 
making a special effort to in
vite new families in the com
munity to enroll their chil
dren in our VBS." 

"When I arrived, I was 
told the summer slump 
always hit this church very 
hard, since many people have four 
weeks of vacation every year. We 
also have a lot of teachers and retir
ees," recaIJed another recently ar
rived pastor. "The yea r before I ar
rived, worship attendance averaged 
143 for the entire 12 months, but the 
average for the Sundays in July and 
August was only 94. 

"The fi rst summer I was here, we 
offered breakfas t at 8 a.m. every 
Sunday morning beginn ing with 
the first Sunday in June. Several 
years earlier, the decision had been 
mad e to cu t back to two classes in 
the Sunday school during the sum
mer. O ne class was designed for 
older youth and adults while the 
other was for child ren. 

"When we began to offer 8 a.m. 
breakfast, we continued the old 
summer schedule of Sunday school 
at 9:00 and worship at 10:30. How
ever, we increased the number of 
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classes in the summ er Sunday 
school from two to seven. We now 
offer three classes for adults, three 
for children, and one for high 
schoolers. 

"That first summer we averaged 
40 at breakfast, 90 in Sunday school, 
and 135 in worship. This summer 
we are averaging nearly 70 for 
breakfast and more than 100 in Sun
day school, while the chu rch service 
is averaging more than 150." 

"The number of people who have 
joined by letter of transfer or certifi
cate of membership has increased 
for every one of the past six years," 
reported the pastor of a 100-year
old congregation in what had been 
a rural community until about 15 
yea rs ea rlier. "In looking back over 
the records, I was surprised to learn 
that 20 years ago this church was re-

by Lyle E. Schaller 

ceiving abou t 15 new mem
bers annually by letter of 
transfer. As the community 
began to grow with new sub
divis ions, that dropped to 
abou t eight or ten a year." 

"That's predictable," u1ter
rupted an older pastor. 
"Along w ith those new 
houses came several new 
churches and competition for 
new members. Our congrega
tion relocated nine years ago 
to a 12-acre site. When I came 
here 15 years ago, we aver
aged about a dozen new 
members by letter of transfer. 
Now we're averaging closer 
to 50 or 60 every year." 

"Maybe you' re right," con
ced ed the other pastor. "May
be the competition is stiffer 
and that accounts for the 
d rop. Last year, however, we 
received 26 new members by 
letter, up from 22 the year be
fore, 17 the year before that, 
and 14 a yea r ea rlier. The rea
son, of course, is obvious. 
Four yea rs ago, we began a 
systema tic p rogram of call
ing on every new resident 
within a week after their 

arrival. " 
"When I was asked to chair the 

missions committee in this church 
five years ago, we were a llocating 
14 percent of our budget for mis
sions," observed a widely respected 
member a t Central Church. "We set 
a goal of increasing that by one per
centage point each year. We're now 
up to 20 percent. I won' t be satisfied 
un ti l we get it up to 25 percent." 

"When I was in seminary, I was 
told I should spend the first year in 
a new pastorate calling at every 
home and getting acqua inted with 
the members," reflected a 47-year
old pastor. "I did that in my fi rst 
~hree pastorates before I finally real
~ zed tha t it simply reinforced the 
image of the pastor as a hired hand 
who was paid to look after the 
members. 

"When I came here, I decided I 
would spend one-half of my visita
tion time every week calling mem
bers and one-ha lf calling on pro
spective fu ture m embers. That has 
made all the difference in the 
world! We're now receiving twice 
as many adult new members every 
year as we did during my 
predecessor's time. 

"Equally important, however, is 
that this flood of new members had 
influenced how the o ld-timers see 
me, see this congregation, and see 
the future. 

"Repeatedly, I'm told the most 
significant sign of hope is that row 
of new members we receive on five 
or six Sundays a year. Some of the 
old er people were beginning to 
wonder w hether they would ou t
live this congregation." 

"When I came here, we had only 
the one choir," explained another 
pastor. "Only three of the choir 
members were under 50, and at 
least ha lf were past 60. They sa_ng 
every Sunday m orning except in 

July and August. They reinforced 
the image that this was a church for 
mature adults. 

"A few months after I arrived, 
the high school hired a new music 
teacher w ho subsequently joined 
our church. She's a n energetic 56-
year-old widow who is a real extro
vert. Thanks to her, we now have 
two children's choirs. One sings on 
the second Sunday of every month 
and the other on the fourth Sunday. 
We also have a youth choir that 
smgs on the first Sunday and a 
young adult group tha t sings on the 
third Sunday. That means we have 
two vocal groups every Sunday. 
That's the biggest single reason 

1 d · p by nearly w 1y our atten a nce 1s u 
a third in only two years. . 

"Equally important, however,_ is 
the symbolism. That second choir 
offsets the impression g iven b~ our 

I · · 1 agmg chancel choir that t u s is a1 .. 
congregation with no future. 

The Common Th reads 
All six of these brief accounts 

. ti eme Each illustrate a common 1 · f the 
conunent offers n sig11 of hope or 

members of that particular congre
gation. Whether it be a new and 
growing Vacation Bible School o~ a 
second choir every Sunday morrung 
or a successful effort to cancel the 
traditional summer slump or a con
sistent increase in the financial sup
port of missions or a regular flow of 
new members, each incident offers 
a visible and positive sign of hope 
to the members. 

A second thread common to a ll 
six illustrations is they represent a n 
effort to expand the 111i11istry. This 
may sound trite or simI?l: or.of_ 
minor importance, but 1t 1s difficult 
to overstate the symbolic va lue of 
these efforts. 

A third common thread is that 
five of the six also represent poten
tial entry points for f11t11re new mem
bers. 

The Common Altemative
Undercutting Hope 

The significance of these six ex
amples can be appreciated more if 
one looks at the most common a_lter
native. While it is rarely done with 
this intent, a more widespread pat
tern is to undercut /1ope 111 tomorrow 
by cutting back. 

Among the more common ex-
pressions of the cutback syndrome 
are 
• either drop the annual VBS 
because of dwindling enrollment or 
combine with one or two other 
congregations in a joint_ program 
• cut the Sunday mormng schedule 
back from two worship services to 
one 
• sharply reduce the sunm1er_ s~hed-

1 thus creating the self-fulfi lling 
u e, d t 

Pectation that people o not wan 
ex . tl to attend church du~mg 1e summer 
• reduce the allocat10n of money for 
missions in order to balance the 
budget . 
• combine two choirs into one m 
order to simplify life and to s_horten 
the time for corpora~e_wor~h1p 

. nore first-tu11e v1s1tors m order • 1g . 
to concentrate staff time on servmg 
the members 
• combine two shrinking Sunday 
school classes ir:to 01:e . . 
• merge the jumor high and se11101 
high youth groups 

• merge one d windling circle in the 
women's organization with another 
shrinking circle 
• merge two standing committees 
into one 
• reduce the size of the paid staff 
• rather than organize a new youth 
choir, encourage teenagers to join 
the adult choir. 

While it is easy to offer a rational, 
and sometimes even a persuasive 
argument for each of these expres
s ions of the cutback syndrome, each 
one can be identified as a symbol of 
defeat. 

The Either-Or Question
Offering Symbols of Hope 

This leads into the basic policy 
question: As you plan for the life, 
ministry, and outreach of your con
gregation over the next year or two, 
are you offering your people sym
bols of hope? Or d o your p olicy de
cisions convey an image of defeat or 
despair or pessimism? 

What do the o ral announcements 
made before o r during Sunday mor
ning worship convey to the first
time visitor? Hope? Or despair? Is 
optimism or pessimism the domi
nant theme of your church newslet
ter? 

Hope is an essential ingred ien t 
in planning, in projecting optimis
tic expectations, in creating and 
nurturing a p ositive future orienta
tion, and in minimizing the power 
of the p ast. 

The temptation often is to take 
the easy and comfortable road of 
cutting back. This may be expressed 
by cutting back from three services 
on C hristmas Eve to two, or by clos
ing down the Sunday school for 
two or three months every summer 
"to give the teachers a vacation," or 
by merging two groups, but is that 
the wisest course of action? 

Do your policy decisions carry a 
note of hope or a note of pessimism 
about the future? Are you seeking 
to raise the level of expectations? Or 
do you assume each year w ill bring 
a lowering of the commitment level 
of your people? 0 

Copyright © 1992 by Lyle E. Schaller, 
530 Nort/1 Brainard Street, Naperville, 
IL 60563-3199. 
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Hope for Healing and Wholeness 

by Lynn Eastman 
Fair Oaks, CA 

S
exual abuse is not new. Sexual 
abuse is rampant and has the 
power to affect every area of 

your life for the rest of your life. 
That's the bad news! 

The good news is there's hope for 
healing and. wholeness. Joel 2:25 
says, "I will restore to you the years 
that the locust has eaten." This pro
mise doesn' t mean we can change 
the past, but that God can bring 
good out of what man meant for 
evil. Healing is a long, hard process 
worth the work and commitment 
necessary to "get better." 

Scripture tells us, "I can do all 
things through Christ who 
strengthens me." Even though we 
may be angry with God and not 
trust Him, that does not change the 
truth of Scripture. 

We can learn to make peace with 
our past. Firs t, by understanding 
that our life today is affected by 
what has happened in the past. 
Second, by deciding that we are 
willing to break the bondage of the 
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past and work through_ the healing 
process. Third, by seekmg the help 
we need to work through this 
process. 

Psalm 139:13-17 shows our value 
in Christ. This helps build our self
esteem. Our worth as a person is not 
built on wha t has happened to us, 
but on w ho we are in Christ. 

Sexual abuse has stolen the vic
tims' self-esteem, innocence, and 
ability to trust and understand the 
truth about what has happened to 
them ... that what happened was 
not their fault. The perpetrator chose 
to do what he/she did. The victims 
are not responsible for what 
occurred but are responsible for 
how they choose to d eal with the 
sexual abuse. This can become an 
area of victory by taking back what 
Satan has stolen, or it can continue 
to be an area of defeat. 

Getting started in the healing 
process can be scary and over
whelming. But take heart, there are 
many excellent Christian books on 
the subject of sexual abuse. Reading 
helps us understand there are many 
others who have experienced abuse 
and moved into w holeness. The 
a uthors give specific steps to help 
work through the feelings, pa in, and 
bitterness. They can be very helpful 
along with support minis tries. 

Check with your pastor, pastor's 
wife, or women's ministry leader to 
find Christian sources of counseling 
and support groups in your area. 
Don 't be afraid to call and ask 
questions about the counselor or 
support group, such as how much 
experience the counselor has had in 
working with sexual abuse issues 
and what methods are used in 
counseling. ff you find you aren't 
comfortable with the counselor, it's 

okay to change. It's important for 
you to feel safe as you share. 

When Christ died on the cross, 
He shouldered all the sin, shame, 
and pain you have experienced, and 
covered it with His blood. He un
derstands exactly how you feel and 
waits for you to release the hurt and 
shame back to Him. It's Jesus' blood 
that God, the Father, looks through 
when He looks down and sees you. 
He loves you w here you are and 
sees you as you will be. If you are 
reading this article and have been 
abused, I pray it w ill encourage you 
to seek the healing Jesus has for you. 

You may be one w ho has never 
experienced any form of sexual ~b
use and wonder if this informat10n 
is relevant. At some point in your 
life, you will be touched by sex~1a l 
abuse. A friend, neighbor, or relative 
may share their "secret" with you. 

Practical ways to minister 
to these hurting women 
• Begin praying for the women 

(known and unknown) in your 
church who have been sexually 
abused. 

• Understand there isn't any "quick 
fix." Healing is a process that 
takes time. Jesus is the ultimate 
healer, but the v ictim must work 
through the pain to reach the goal 
of freedom and w holeness 
through forgiveness. 

• As you become involved in help
ing victims, be sure to have some
on~ praying for you. You are en
te:mg Satan's territory, and he 
will try to defea t and discourage 
you. 

• Educate yourself regarding sex
ual abuse. Find out w hat books, 
support groups, and counseling 

are available in your area. Check 
which books are in your church 
library; if there is a lack, donate 
some good Christian books. 

• Be a friend. Listen to them. Once 
the secret is out, they need to talk. 
You don't have to have answers, 
just know where to direct them. 
Listening says, "I care. You are 
important." . . 

• When they share, keep 1t confi
dential. Trust is an important 
issue. If you break that, they feel 
betrayed and will pull away. . 

• Victims need to see and experi
ence the love of Jesus. Show them 
God's love by encouraging th_em 
with notes and cards. Remmd 
them they are specia l and loved 
by God and by you. They need to 
know they are worthy of love 
because their sense of shame 

f . d causes them to feel de ective an 
completely unlovable. . 

• One-on-one discipling or Bible 
study is a good source of encou_r
agement. Choose a s tudy that wili 
help them experience the !ave 0 

God, lea rning who God is, and 
their position in Christ. Mos_t ofte~ 
victims have a dis torted view 0 

" ts" from God and what He wan 
them. Have them commit to a spe
cific number of weeks, ask them 
to complete homework, and be 
there regularly. S nd 

• Encourage fun and laughter. e 
. d· 0 play on a cartoon or silly car / g . h 

. b efoot 111 t e the swmgs; or run a: 
park Laughter is healing. 

. G d has accom-1 marvel at w hat o h 1-
plished in my life. Through

1
; 1r

11 
~~e 

1ng i·ourney He has take 
1 ' "of sexua ugly pain-filled "garbage d d 

' H" bloo an abuse covered it with is b ·ng 
' . I to n 

Wrapped it in His ove Jon er a 
"'.holeness to me. I .am no t ~icto
V1ctim or just a survivor, bu : e of 
rious· woman w ho offers t:1e ; 0 fi1ese 
healing God has for eac 1 0 

Women. 
1 

Jove of 
• Many have never felt t 1~unity of 

God. You have the oppor God's 
letting them expenenfce i·t and 

I 1 Go or , love throug 1 you. 
God bless you! D 

How You 
Can Help 
by Linda Weber . 
women's ministries director 

0 ur churches are filled 
with women who are 
hurting and in pain. T~eir 

hurts may be emotiona l, physical, 
Combination of both. or a . h 

W 's ,,...;,1istry can work wit omen uui . 

the other ministries ?f your 
I h to Create an environment c 1urc · 

. I . I tl1e healing of women m m WUC1 .. 
ain can happen. It is important 

p ember that we are not the to rem . . . d e 
healers, the Holy Spmt is, an w 
have the privilege and r~spon-

"bility to be the human mstru
s1 t through which He works. mens r 

Th. peer level of counse mg 
bis great help with the 

can e a · b 
d Y busin ess of life. But, e every a · h 

ful l It cannot help wit every-care · · t' 
. There are some s1tua wns 

th~gh should be referred to a 
w ifc . al Christian counselor: 
Pro ess1on . . . 

!if -threatening situation m 
Any e Ii · t· . homosexua ty; mces ' the home, 

. I abuse of a spouse or 
phys1ca al abuse of a spouse or hiJd· sexu . 
c ' . "dal behav10r; severe child. SU!Cl . 

' . . psychotic behavior; depression, 
multiple personalities; and severe 

.t I problems to name a few. man a ' ' 
In developing a w~m.en_s peer 

Ii nu.nistry it is 1mpor-ounse ng , d 
c k with your pastor an 
tant to worprofessional Christian 
to use a "ft d 

1 to train those best g1 e counse or ll . d 
1 . ·nistry. We -trame for t us m1 . . l 

elors can significant y 
Peer couns f 1 

the counseling load or t 1e red uce h l 
I t ff of your c urc 1. pastora s a 

Perhaps the best way Christian 
women can begin to help one 
another with the struggles of life 
are by 1) being good listeners, 
2) praying with and f?r one 
another, and 3) encouragmg one 
another. 0 

Recommended Reading 

A Door of Hope by Jan Frank 
(Here's Life Publishers) 

The Gift of Forgiveness by Charles 
Stanley (Thomas Nelson Books) 

Healing for Damaged Emotions by 
David Semands (Victor Books) 

Healing from Sexual Abuse (lnter
Varsity Press) 

Helping Victims of Sexual Abuse by 
L. Heitritter and J. Vought 
(Bethany House Publishers) 

A Safe Place by Jan Morrison 
(Harold Shaw Publishers) 

When Victims Marry by Don and 
Jan Frank (Here's Life Pub
lishers) 

The Wounded Heart by Allender 
(Navpress) 

The Wounded Heart Workbook by 
Allender (Navpress) 

A more extensive listing may be 
requested from Women's Ministries, 
North American Baptist Conference, 
1 So. 210 Summit Ave., Oakbrook 
Terrace, IL 60181-3994. Phone: (708) 
495-2000; Fax: (708) 495-3301. 0 
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Our Strategic Focus On The Biblical Imperatives 

I 
COMMISSIONED TO WITNESS 

Praise God for people 
receiving Christ as Savior 
and for His growing 
church 

• DEVON, AB. The Rev. 
Larry Froese baptized seven 
people at Riverside Baptist 
Church. The Church, for
merly a church planting min
istry, became self-supporting, 
July 1, 1992. 

• LLOYDMINSTER, AB. 
Pastor Marty Wagantall re
ports one membership addi
tion by testimony and two re
commitments at New Life 
Community Church. 

• NEWMAN, CA. Pastor 
Dennis Shippy baptized fi ve 
people and reports that eight 
people made first-time deci
sions to accept Jesus as Sa vior 
a t Central Valley Baptist 
Church. 

• WINNIPEG, MB. The Rev. 
Erwin Kelbert baptized one 
person at Abundant Life Bap
tist Ch urch. 

• SHELBY TOWNSHIP, Ml. 
The Rev. Randy Rheaume 
ba ptized three people and re
ports two conversions a t 
Stony Creek Church. 

• WESTON, ON. The Rev. 
Kenrick Sharpe baptized one 
person. Four people made 
fi rst-time decisions to accept 
Jesus Christ as Sa vior, and 
five people made recommit
ments to Christ a t All Nations 
Baptist Church. 

• FLOWER MOUND, TX. 
CrossTimbers Baptist Church 
praises the Lord for the four 
children who accepted Jesus 
as thei r personal Savior. 

Lewisville Hospital re
ferred the Rev. Ron Presley to 
a young couple when they 
lost a baby prematu rely at 21 
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weeks. Three days after the 
baby died, these parents 
asked Christ into their lives. 

• KILLALOE, ON. Pastor 
James Zurbriggen baptized 
three young women, one 
being his daughter and one a 
young mother, at Bonnechere 
Baptist Camp on Round 
Lake.-Kathyrn Kuehl 

• TACOMA, WA. At Cal
vary Baptist Church, Pastor 
Don Burnett baptized two se
nior citizens, one a retired 
military man who recently ac
cepted the Lord as his Sa v
ior.-Ear/ Shadle 

• AUSTIN, TX. The Rev. 
Gordon Stork baptized three 
youth and seven adults, one 
of whom accepted the Lord 
as Savior just days before the 
baptism. She was visiting her 
sister, who was going to be 
baptized . When she hea rd 
her sister's testimony, and 
Pastor Stork presenting the 
Gospel message, she said, "I 
want what my sister has! I 
want to accept Jesus into my 
heart!" 

More than 20 children 
made first-time decisions to 
accep t Jesus as Savior of their 
lives recently at South Austin 
Fellowship Church. 

Benton Harbor church 
canvas ses neighborhood 

•BENTON HARBOR, Ml. 
Members of Napier Park view 
Baptist Church conducted a 
successfu l canvass of 500 
homes surrounding the 
Church. 

Sixty-fi ve homes accepted 
the packet containing activi
ties and general information 
about the Church, a copy of 
the Gospel of John, and an in
vi tation to the Church picnic. 

A number of those con-

tacted a ttended the picnic as 
well as fa milies who have 
been attending services. Pas
tor John Kaufield gave a wel
come message and intro
duced the leaders of the vari
ous ministries who had d is
plays explaining their depart
ments.-Mi//ie Enders 

• EBENEZER, SK. The Rev. 
Wayne Jorstad baptized three 
adults and welcomed two of 
them into the fellowship of 
Ebenezer Baptist Church. 
- Martha Dreger 

• RED DEER, AB. Unity Bap
tist Church received 13 peo
ple into membership: six by 
baptism, fou r by personal tes
timony, and three by transfer 
of letter. The Rev. Dennis 
Liesch is pastor. 

Exercise class used as 
outreach ministry 

• SURREY, BC. Sunshine 
Ridge Baptist Church offers a 
women's exercise program, 
"Don' t Be Unfit-Come to 
Sunfit." The classes are led by 
Kathy Neufeld and Vivien 
Dickson, certified instructors 

with the Parks and Recreation 
Associa tion. Many non
churched women from the 
community attend as well as 
those who have children in 
the church's preschool. 

"At the end of each ses
sion, there is a devotional and 
invitation to a ttend the 
women 's Bible studies and 
other Church functions," re
ports Viola Pahl. The Rev. 
John Neufeld is Pasto r of Fam
ily Ministries. 

Hillside church plans for 
witness renewal weekend 

• DICKINSON, ND. Hillside 
Baptist Church appointed a 
committee to plan the pro
gram for "Lay Witness Re
newal Weekend " in Novem
ber. After each Sunday eve
ning Bible study, time is spent 
in prayer for this weekend as 
well as the congregation 
being encouraged to pray 
da ily . The Renewal Weekend 
Challenge includes a ll ages 
and is geared as an "in-house 
reviva l. " The Rev. Daryl 
Dachtler is pastor.-Mrs. Fred 
Kulish 

COMPELLED TO SERVE 
First Nation youth 
h ear gospel 
message a t camp 

• SPRINGSIDE, SK. 
The Saskatchewan 
Association continues 
its annual camping 
ministry for First 
Nation youth. Eig h
teen of the campers 
traveled 12 hours to 
come to camp. 

Demonic oppres
sio n was again present 
a t ca mp with complete 
deliverance to all 
who came for help. 
"One 15-year-old ran 
from the fireside 
screa ming, 'Take 
them away, take 
them away.' We 
rebuked the spirits 
in Jesus' Name, and 
she was completely 

freed from this oppression," 
says the Rev. Richard Grabke. 

Eighty of the campers 
were new, and almost all first
timers accepted Christ as 
their Lord and Savior. The 
question is "Can they stand 
when they go back to the 
Indian reserves where incest 
and drug and alcohol abuse 
is commo n?" "We have confi
dence tha t 'greater is He that 
is in you, than he tha t is in 
the world,"' quotes Grabke. 
"Thank you to all w ho 
prayed." 

Two Korean college 
stud ents, who had worked 
on the Indian reserves for six 
weeks, served at the Good 
Spirit Na ti ve Camp th is 
summer. 

Petrie speak s a t South 
Austin church 

• AUSTIN, TX. Five years 
ago, South Austin Fellowship 
Church was p lanted. The 
congregation celebra ted its 
fifth anniversary on Septem
ber 12 and 13 with special 
meetings w ith guest speaker, 
Dr. Lewis Petrie, N.A.B. Con
ference d evelopment director. 

At the morning worship 
service, many came forward 
to continue to commit them
selves to the vision of chang
ing lives in southwest 
Austin. 

"We praise God for w hat 
He has done in the past, and 
we look forward to what He 
will do as we faithfu lly move 
to the future w ith His help 
and d irection," says Pastor 
Gordon Stork. 

Youth share 
ministry experien ces 

• FOUNTAIN VALLEY, 
CA. Youth pas tor, Paul 
Spurlock, and several youth 
shared their ministry experi
ences in inner-city Los Ange
les at Founta in Valley Baptist 
Church. They ministered a t 
the Union Rescue Mission 
and visited a child ca re center 
operated by two Christian 
women. 

Two other youth, Kim 
Stahley and Joy Ramseyer, 

reported on their recent trip 
to Poland. They participated 
in a joint effort of Interna
tional Messengers and North 
American Baptist Conference 
working with students inter
es ted in learning or improv
ing their English. 

The students were also led 
in Bible studies, question and 
answer sessions, and English 
conversation groups. N.A.B. 
Conference missionaries, 
Harold and Ruth Dressler, 
served as houseparents. 
- Marilyn Barker 

Minot XYZs serve 

• MINOT, ND. First Baptist 
Church's XYZ (eXtra Years of 
Zest) group completed an
other summer of exciting 
meetings and tours. Their 
outreach ministry includes 
cards and visits to shut-ins. 
The Rev. Douglas Timm is 
the pastor.-/nez Rhone 

Teen Missions 
International visits 
Alpena church 

• ALPENA, Ml. At Ripley 
Boulevard Baptist Church, 
Teen Missions International 
presented a program and 
slides showing how they 
train youth to serve. 

The ten teens and their 
leaders represented 12 coun
tries. Each dressed in their 
native costume, carried the 
flag of their country, and 
sang songs in their own 
language. The Rev. Frederick 
Sweet is pas tor.- Mary Coy 

Nikkel s till serves at 99 

• KELOWNA, BC. The Rev. 
Erdman H. Nikkel was 99 
years old on October 13. 
Though bli nd and hard of 
hearing, he has a weekly 
Bible study every Thursday 
and conducts devotions on 
Tuesdays at the care home 
w here he lives. Nikkel is a 
member of Trinity Baptist 
Church. (At press time, it was 
learned that he died October 12, 
one day /lefore his birthday.) 
-Mrs. Al/1ertine Speizer 
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COMMANDED TO CARE 
Ridgewood WMF 
host retreat 

• BROOKFIELD, WI. The 
WMF of Ridgewood Baptist 
Church hosted the annual 
Wisconsin area N.A.B. 
Women's Retreat. More than 
200 women participated in 
this time of fellowship. 

A special musical number 
and a play were performed 
around the theme, "New Be
ginnings," using the verse 
Isaiah 42:3, "A bruised reed, 
He will not break." 

"We learned much about 
God 's g race, His enabling 
power, and unmerited fa vor 
toward us from guest 

speaker, Linda Strom," re
ports Marg ie Baab. Dr. Ron
ald Read is pastor. 

Baptist Home 
initiates n ew program 

• BISMARCK, ND. The Bap
tist Home has initia ted a pro
gram, "Adopt a Grandparent. " 
A resident is assigned to an in
dividual or family and visited 
on holidays and the resident's 
birthday. 

"This is a good program 
since many residents have no 
one who comes to see them," 
says Alvin Haas, home admin
istrator. "We invite you to in
quire about th is program." 

CHALLENGED TO GROW 
G ree nvine church 
holds service on 
death and dying 

• BURTON, TX. There are 
many aspects to death and 
dying-spiritual and physi
ca l. The church often deals in 
the spiritual realm of death, 
especially the life that comes 
after death. It is also import
ant to consider and prepare 
for the physical aspects of 
death. 

Greenvine Baptist Church 
planned a special Sunday eve
ning service centered around 
the topic, "Everything You 
Ever Wanted to Know About 
a Funeral, but You Were 
Afraid to Ask." Mr. Michael 
Addicks of the Brenham Me
morial Oaks Chapel ad
d ressed this topic. The Rev. 
Donald Mashburn is pastor. 

Minot church holds 
Labor Day retreat 

• MINOT, ND. First Baptist 
Church held its annual All
Church Labor Day Ad vance 
wi th guest speaker, Jerry 
Bridges from Navigators, 
Colorado Springs, CO. The 
retreat was attended by 175 
people.-lnez Rhone 

Quail Lakes church 
offers preschool 

• STOCKTON, CA. The 
Elder Board of Quail Lakes 
Baptist Church approved the 
incorporation of the Growing 
Tree Preschool as a part of 
the Church's ministry. It will 
be evaluated in January 1993 
and again in June for its effec
tiveness. The Rev. Fred Jan tz 
is the senior pastor. 
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CrossTimbers church 
holds seminar 

• FLOWER MOUND, TX. 
September 11-12, Cross
Timbers Baptist Church of
fered a Walk Thru the Bible 
Seminar. Using novel memo
rization and review tech
niques, Walk Thru the Bible 
teaches anyone the basic con
tent of the Bible-the entire 
sweep of major people, 
places, and events. The Rev. 
Ron Presley is pastor. 

Red D eer church 
retires firs t mortgage 

• RED DEER, AB. Unity Bap
tist Church held a Jubilation 
Sunday to celebrate the retir
ing of its fi rst mortgage and 
the launching of its build ing 

fund. Congratulations were 
brought by the local Minister 
of the Legislative Assembly 
and the Mayor of Red Deer. 
Former pastor, the Rev. Neil 
Strochein, also participated in 
the service.-Kathy Tabler 

Hilda WMF see 
record attendance 

• HILDA, AB. The WMF of 
Hilda Baptist Church held its 
annual Mother /Daughter Tea 
recently. Darlene Renner 
add ressed the theme, "Creat
ing Family Memories." 

"We had the largest num
ber of ladies attend this Tea 
that we have ever had," re
ports Linda Enslen. The Rev. 
Robert Findley is pastor. 

COMMITTED TO GIVE 

Stewardship video series 
shown at Q u ail Lakes 
ch urch 

• STOCKTON, CA. Are you 
looking for some practical ap
proaches to managing your fi
nancial resources? The peo
ple of Quail Lakes Baptist 
Church had the opportunity 
to view a series of six videos 
by Ron Blue, an acti ve Chris
tian with extended experi
ence as a CPA. The purpose 
of the videos is to help people 
become more effective at 
being good stewards. 

"The series is bibl ica lly 
sound and challenges even 
the most mature Christian," 
says Fred Hammond, elder 
for fi nance at the Church. 

The six videos were 
shown each Sunda y morning 
in the Chapel during the 8:15 
a.m. worship hour beginning 
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September 13 through Octo
ber 18, 1992, while the wor
ship service continued in the 
main sanctuary. Child care 
was provided with the Bible 
study hour and late worship 
following. 

Following the videos, addi
tional materials on steward
ship were introduced. "This 
series afforded each of us an 
excellent outreach opportu
nity to invite a friend or fam
ily," says Hammond. 

The Quail Lakes Church is 
also compiling a directory of 
professionals in the Church 
with experience in financial 
planning, estate planning, 
wills, trusts, taxa tion, or the 
gifting of property. It is being 
distributed to the congrega
tion along with the portfo lio, 
Above and Beyond . . . Fi11ancial 
Strategies fo r the 90s . 

' 

In Memoriam 

• PHILIP MOSER (99), Mobridge, SD (fonnerly of Mcin
tosh and McLaughlin); born Aug. 5, 1893, to Wilhelm and 
Margaret (Walker) Moser in Wilhelmsdahl, Russia; died 
Aug. 9, 1992; immigrated to U.S.A. in 1909; married Eliza
beth Quenzer, March 2, 1919; active member, Sunday 
school teacher, Ananthal Baptist Church, Mcintosh, SD; 
member, First Baptist Church, Mcintosh, and First Baptist 
Church, McLaughlin; predeceased by his wife Elizabeth in 
1990, an infa nt daughter, his pa rents, six brothers, and six 
sisters; survived by four daughters: Freada Mertz and Tillie 
(Gottlieb) Dietterle, Mobridge; Adeline (Argo) Brockel, 
McLaughlin; Betty Pa reno, Visalia, CA; three sons: Ed win 
(Ida), Corvallis, OR; Clarence (Arlene), Walker, SD; Marvin 
(Essy), Gillette, WY; one brother and one sister; 10 grand
children; 22 great-grandchildren; Pastor Gary Street, minis
ter, funeral service. 

• ALFRED V. SCHACHT (91), Lorraine, KS; born Feb. 14, 
1901, to Henry and Hattie (Heitschmid t) in Lorra ine, KS; 
died Aug. 12, 1992; married Florence Murphy, April 4, 1929; 
life-long and faithful member, First Baptist Church, Lor
raine, KS; survived by his wife, Florence; four daughters: 
Ramona (Eldon) Schroeder, Dundee, IL; Janet (Douglas) 
Friederichsen, Orange, CA; Marilyn (Jerome) Janssen, Lor
raine; Jean Stromberg, Geneva, Switzerland; 11 grandchil
d ren; 13 great-grandchildren; the Rev. Monty Loudensla
ger, pastor, funeral service. 

• PEARL MOSER BOHLENDER (72), LaSalle, CO; born 
Sept. 21, 1919, to Henry and Rose Moser; died Sept. 12, 
1992; married Harold Bohlender, Sept. 6, 1940; active mem
ber, church organist, Sunday school teacher, WMF, First 
Baptist Church, LaSalle; survived by her husband, Harold; 
one daughter, Janet Frazier, Denver; one grandson; two sis
ters: Joann Frise, Fairfax, VA; Lorriane Whi te, Sutherland, 
NE; the Rev. Allan Williams, pastor, funeral service. 

CALLED TO WORSHIP 

Hilda church hos ts 
country music concert 

• HILDA, AB. Hilda Baptist 
Church hosted a country 
music night with the musica l 
group, "God's Country Gen
tlemen." Don Wudel from 

Ca lgary was the guest 
speaker. 

'T he concert was well at
tended by church and com
muni ty people," reports 
Linda Enslen. The Rev. Rob
ert Find ley is pastor. 

Church Anniversaries 

Zion church celebrates 
40th anniversary 

• DRUM HEL LER, AB. Zion 
Baptist Church celebrated 40 
years of ministry on Sept. '13, 
1992. 

"A slide presentation, 
music, and poems helped re
call fond memories," reports 
Lonna Bertsch. The Rev. 
Lloyd Driedger is pastor. 

--------------------------------~~11a~•1111w1:a~ 

You Can Receive 
Many Benefits 
M a ny individuals are unaware 

of the su bs ta ntia l benefi ts 
available if they m ake a sp ecial g ift 
before Decem ber 31 .. 
Among them are 
• Poten tia l ta x savings a nd benefits 

from cha ri table gifts 
• Increased income from nonpro

ductiv e o r low-prod ucing p rop
erty 

• Avoidance of capital gains ta x on 
h ig hly apprecia ted p rop er ty 

• Incom e tax d eductio ns and bene
fits this year for gifts, w hich a re 
actually m ad e in futu re years 

• Perso nal sat isfactio n in knowing 
tha t you a re involved in a worth
w hile miss io n 

Some Advantages 
• Increased T ax Ben efits from a 
Ch a ritable D eduction. You may 
need additiona l tax benefits th is yea r 
s ince m a ny of the sta nda rd tax 
ben efi ts you have previously ta ken 
o n your income tax re turns are no 
longer ava ilable to you. 

today tha t a charitable organization 
w ill receive certain p roperties a t the 
time of your death. This can be 
accom p lished w ith property, such 
as, your home, or with investment 
prop erties from w hich you w ish to 
maintain income. 
• Avoidance of Capital Gains Tax. 
The prop er ty you have available for 
giving m ay have substa ntially 
ap p recia ted in va lue. 

If you sold the proper ty, you 
would pay a tax on the d ifference 
be tw een w ha t you pa id for the 
p roperty and w hat it is worth today . 
This is called a capita l ga in, and it is 
taxed at the same rate as your 
ordinary income. 

However, if you contributed the 
prop er ty ra ther tha n selling it, you 
would receive a char itable tax 

ben efit for the fu ll value of the 
prop erty, a nd you would avoid the 
tax on the capita l gain. 
• An Income Tax Benefit N ow for 
Gifts Made in Future Years. For 
example in the United Sta tes, if your 
income tax bracket is higher this 
year tha n it w ill be in future years, 
or if you need an add itiona l tax 
benefit this year, you can es tab lish a 
specia lly d esigned trus t. Property is 
tra nsferred to the trus t with income 
payable to a charitable organization 
for a p eriod of years . 

At the end of the trus t period , the 
prop erty w ill be returned to you. 

With a properly d esigned trust, 
you w ill receive an income tax 
be nefi t th is yea r for the curren t 
va lue of the fu ture income gifts of 
c harity . (c011ti111ied 0 11 page 28! 

• Giving from Cash Flow. When 
you give cash for the mission and 
m inis try of the N orth Ameri~an 
Baptis t Confe rence, you can receive 
an income ta x bene fi t. And ma ny 
times, g ivin g cash is the easiest w ay 
for you to g ive. --- --- ---- ---- -------------------- --------------------- -------- ------ ------- -
• Gifts of Net Worth. Tax benefi t 
savings a re availa ble w hen you 
m a ke g ifts of property . . . insu rance 
policies w hich you n o longer need 
· .. s tocks, bond s, mutual fu nds · · · 
rea l es ta te . . . ta ng ible p ersonal 
property rela ted to our ~xempt 
fu n ction . A ll of these prov1d~ ta.x 
ben efi ts this year if you r g ift is 
comple ted before December 31. 

Many times you ca n ma~e a 
larger g ift o f p roperty and receive. a 
substantia lly h igher tax benefi t, 
because i t d oes not a ffect you r 
current cas h flow. 

Yo u can a lso crea te a n income t~x 
cha ritab le d ed u ction a nd benefit, 
w hich w ill p rovid e subs ta ntial .tax 
sa vings, by si m p ly gua ra n teeing 

YES! I would like to receive additional information to h elp m e in my 

year-end g iving . 
0 Please send m e inform a tion on 

D Gifts of appreciated property 
D How to take a ta x benefi t for future gifts 
D Gifts w ith reta ined benefits 

O Enclosed is my yea r-e nd gift of $ to he lp reach people for 
Christ through the minis try of the N .A.B. Conference . 

Nan1e _________________________ ~ 
Add ress ______________________ ~ 

City ___________ Sta te/Prov . ___ Code ____ _ 
Phone: Daytin1e ( Evening ( ) _____ _ 
Bir thdate _________ Spouse's bir thd a te _______ _ 

Mail to Dr. Consta11 tino Sa/ios, North American Baptist C011fere11ce 
1 So.210 S11111111 it Ave., Onkbrook Terrace, IL 60181-3994 

Plio11e: (708) 495-2000; Fax: (708) 495-3301 

' ' 
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Name That 
Church! 

O ur N .A.B. Conference 
Heritage Commission has 

many uniden tified p hotos . If 
you can identify a photo, please 
send us ano ther p icture, p resent 
address, and historical data. 
Refer to the code num ber of this 
pictu re. Send your answ ers to 
N.A.B. Heritage Commission, 
1605 S. Euclid Ave., Sioux Falls, 
SD 57105. We would love to 
hear from you. - George Dunger 
and Berneice Westerman 
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Lately I've been thinking 

What's 
Happened to 
Compassion? 

Anyon e w h o sp en ds a n eve
n in g watching television 

would undoubted ly witness a 
d ozen o r m ore violent crimes, 
m arriage infidelity a nd break
up, d rug add iction, illness, and 
a varie ty of o ther traged ies. Our 
emotions can become so cal
loused tha t we a re u nmoved 
wh en we watch the evening 
news showing us th e d evas ta
~ion of hurricanes o r p eople dy
m g from starvation o r conflic t. 

If we a re m oved at a ll, i t is in 
the form of a simp le prayer, 
"Than k you, Lord, for allow ing 
m e to live in such a secure p a r t 
of Your world ." 

H ow can we once again be 
sensitized to the tragedy of 
huma n su ffering a nd injustice? 
Of even g rea ter con cern is a 
g rowing d is interest in the spiri
tual lostness of man . Do we re
a lly believe tha t people w ithout 
Chris t are e ternally los t? If so, 
w ha t is it that w ill m o tiva te u s 
to be the w itness tha t Jesu s 
commissioned us to be? 

This is no t a time to sit idle 
w hile the world p erishes. Only 
a new focus on our Lord will 
enable us to see the wor ld as H e 
sees it, being m oved w ith com 
passion for souls w ho are los t 
and for those w ho su ffer the 
t raged y of famine, earthqu ake, 
sto r m s, a nd d isea ses. 
Ma~ w.e m ove wi th the Spirit 

of Chns t m to these a reas to d is
pel darkness and to relieve 
hum a n suffering . We are a peo
ple of hope for a world in 
despa ir. 0 

Herman L. Effn is 
Missions Director 
fo r the North 
American Baptist 
Conference . 

You Can Receive ... 
(co 11ti1111ed from page 27) 

• Increased Income from Your 
Charitable Gift. Many of ou r United 
States friend s a re find ing that in
terest received on their inves tments 
is at the lowest po in t in many years. 
O thers have p rop erty tha t is p aying 
lit tle or no return . H owever, because 
of hig h appreciation, they canno t 
affo rd to sell the a ssets a n d inv est 
the p roceeds to achieve a h igh er 
return (not ava ilable in Canada). 

But ra tes on cha ritable gift an
nu ities have mainta ined their high 
return. Many ind ivid ua ls find th is a 
more a ttractive investment. 

O r p rop erty can be p laced in a 
sp ecia lly d esig ned charitable trust, 
providing a su bsta ntial income tax 
cha ritab le deduction . Th e proper ty 
ca n then be so ld by the trus t, tota lly 
avoid ing tax on the capital gain. 

The trus tee can invest in high in
come-producing assets, resulting in 
a cons iderably hig her income. 

The assets a re inves ted to provide 
income for you a nd a re n o t actually 
tra nsfer red to the charitable orga n i
zation u ntil the e nd of the t rus t 
period (wh ich is usua lly at your 
d ea th). 

• Person al Satisfaction. T his is an 
ad vantage available w ith a ll of the 
above g iving pla ns .. . knowing tha t 
you are receiv ing s ubs ta n t ia l p er
sonal benefit, as you, a long wit~ 
others, are he lp ing the N o rth Ameri
ca n Baptis t Conference accomplish 
our mission . This is a w inn ing com
binat ion- d oing good for o the rs 
while he lping yourself. 

M ay W e H elp? 
It is our d esire to assist yo u w ith 

your year-end p lann ing. We have 
on ly been a ble to s ha re concep ts 
w ith you in this ar ticle . Howeve r, 
our . s taff has pre pa red a more 
d etailed report, How to Maximize 
Yo':1r Year-End G iving, a t no cost or 
obliga tio n to you . If w e can provid e 
p ersona l a ssis ta nce to you in any of 
these a reas, p lease le t us know. 0 

(Neither the Develop111e11 t Department nor 
the N .A.B. Conference is engaged in 
re11der111g legal or tax advice. For advice or 
assistance i11 the specific cases, the services of 
n11 attorney should be obtained. The purpose 
of th is article is to provide i11formntio11 of n 
general character only.) 

Ministerial Changes 
• Mr. Pat Colley to pastor, Martin 
Baptist Church, Martin, ND. 

• The Rev. Michael Colladay to senior 
pastor, Ebenezer Baptist Church, 
Vancouver, BC, effective Sept. 1, 1992. 

• The Rev. Curtis Wiens from mili tary 
chaplain to pastor, Ebenezer Baptist 
Church, Shattuck, OK, effective Oct. 1, 
1992. 

• TI1e Rev. Anthony Dickerson from 
pastor, Bethany Baptist Church, Hunter, 
KS, to pastor, Zion l3ap tist, Okeene, OK, 
effective Oct. 15, 1992. 

•Mr. Rick Hamil to minister of youth 
and music, Community Baptist Church, 
St. Clair Shores, Ml. 
• The Rev. Hero Ulrichs from pastor, 
Northwest Fellowship B~ pt.ist Chur~h, 
Chicago, IL, to pastor, M1ss101~ Baptist 
Church, Hamilton, O N, effective 
December 1992. 

• The Rev. Fred Kahler from pastor, 
Centra l Bap tist Church, Kitchener, ON, 
to pastor, Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Vancouver, BC, effective January 1993. 

• The Rev. Ben Kohrs from pastor, 
Meridian Woods Baptist Church, 
Indianapolis, IN, effective Oct. 1, 1992. 

• Mr. Sean Sagert to yout~ pa.stor, 
Mission Baptist Church, W111111peg, MB. 
•The Rev. Fred Sudfeld from associate 
pastor of fa mily li fe ministries an~ 
Christian education, Central Baptist 
Church, Edmonton, AB, effective Oct. 1, 
1992. 
• The Rev. Ed Bartel from pastor, Bis
marck Baptist Ch~rch, Bisf!larck, ND, to 
associa te pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Elk Grove, CA, effective Oct. 11, 1992. 

• The Rev. Wins ton Smith from pas
tor Central Baptist Church, George, IA, 
to~ non-N.A. B. church in Alba nay, OK, 
effective October 1992. 
• The Rev. Robert Allen, Jr., to pastor 
of adults, Sunkist Baptist Church, 
Anaheim, CA. 
• Mr. John Kiemele to associate pas tor 
o f discipleship, Meadowlark-Westland 
Baptist Church, Edmonton~ AB, effec
tive September 199. 2. He will be a 
December 1992 graduate of N.A. B. 
Sem inary, Sioux Fa lls, SD. 
• M Rob McLaren to part-time a~so
ciaterpastor for youth ministry, U111ty 
Baptist Church, Red Deer, AB, effective 
Aug. 1, 1992. - KnthyTnbler 
• Mr. Doug Meyers,? 1992 graduate of 
North American Baptist Semmary, . 
Sioux Fa lls, SD, to youth and wColrsh1~ 

t Park Meadows Baptist 1urc 1, pas or, . A t 
Lethl:iridge, AB, effecti ve ugus 
1992. 

• Mrs. Roxane Meyers, a 1992 graduate 
of North American Baptist Seminary, 
Sioux Falls, SD, to part-time d irector of 
child ren's ministries, Park Meadows 
Baptist Church, Lethbridge, AB, 
effective August 1992. 

• The Rev. Michael Campbell from 
pastor, Bethel Baptist Church, Missoula, 
MT, effective Dec. 31, 1992. 

• Mr. Bruce Southard from associate 
pastor of youth and music, Bethel 
Baptist Church, Missoula, MT, effective 
Dec. 31, 1992. 

• Mr. Charles Carlson to pastor, 
Bethany Baptist Church, Hutchinson, 
MN. 
• The Rev. Fred Salerno from pastor, 
Hinton Baptist Church, Hinton, AB, to 
associate pastor, Faith Baptist Church, 
Regina, SK, effective Aug. 16, 1992. 
- fon11 Kramer 
• The Rev. Frank Camper from pastor, 
Crace Baptist Church, Sterl ing Heights, 
Ml, to pastor, Community Baptist 
Church, Beavercreek, OH, effective 
October 1992. 

• The Rev. Ken Phillips to youth 
pastor, Oak Hills Baptist Church, 
Folsom, CA. 
•Mr. Jeremy Erb, Boring, O R, installed 
as youth di rector, First Baptist Church, 
Minot, ND, Sept. 13, 1992, from youth 
intern a t First Baptist, Minot, th is sum
mer.- /11ez Rhone 

Thank You 
• Thanks to all of you for your faithful 
prayers and moral encouragement and 
support fo llowing Larry's accident 
resulting in para lyses from the waist 
down. Cod has been so good and 
granted needed strength for each day. 
Larry was d ischargecffrom Rehab in 
Detro it August 26. We are living at 2443 
W. Knowles Ave., Mesa, AZ .-Sn//y 
Prast 

Awards 
•The Rev. Erhard Knull, staff chap
lain, Department of Veterans Affairs 
Medica l Center, Cleveland, O H, re
ceived an Outstanding Ra tin~ Certifi
cate for "significant contributions to the 
mission of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs th rough exceptional perform
ance for the ra ting period." 

New Names 
• Tri-Community Baptist Church, Elk 
Grove Village, IL, and Bloomingdale 
Baptist Church, Bloomingdale, IL, 
have merged. The Church is now called 
Edgewa ter Community Chu rch and 
meets in the former faci li ties of Bloom
ingdale Baptist Church. The pastor is 
Mr. Jim Vyleta. 

• First Baptist Church, Trenton, IL, 
changed its name to Grace Community 
Baptist Church. 

Ordination 
• Mr. Donald Wayne Burnett ordained 
into the Christian ministry, Sept. 20, 
1992, at Calvary Bap tist Churcl1, 
Tacoma, WA. Participating in the 
service were Rev. Ervin Gerlitz, former 
pastor at Calvary, invocation; the Rev. 
Merle Brenner, Lodi, CA, message, "A 
Model for Ministry"; the Rev. Dal e 
DeWerff, pastor, Sierra Heights Baptist 
Church, Renton, WA, charge to the 
church; the Rev. Edgar Wesner, former 
pastor a t Calvary, charge to the pastor; 
the Rev. Larry Neufeld , church planting 
pastor, Federal Way, WA, "laying on of 
hands;" the Rev. Leroy Schauer, 
Northwest area minister, presentation 
of the ordination certificate.- £nr/ 
Shadle 

Farewells 
• Calvary and First Baptist Churches, 
Killaloe, ON, held a joint farewell 
service to celebrate 13 years of ministry 
of the Rev. James Zurbriggen and his 
family on June 26. 

Officers of the congregations ex
pressed thanks for the Zurbriggens' 
ded ica ted service and presentea them 
with gifts. Members of the Sebastopal 
Church were present a t the service. The 
Zurbriggens now minister at Oakbank 
Baptist Church, Oakbank, MB. 
-Kathy rn Kuehl. 

•Pastor and Mrs. Erwin Babbel 
were honored at a fa rewell service on 
September 20 a t Ridgewood Baptist 
Church, Brookfield , W I. Many mem
bers told of the Babbels' ministry to 
them during their 18 years in the 
Milwaukee area. -Margie Bnn/7 

•The Rev. Blair Nelson was honored 
at a farewell recognition for his two 
years of service as associate pastor, 
Faith Baptist Church, Regina, SK, end
mg Aug. 30, 1992. He is studying at the 
University of Wisconsin.-/on11 Kra mer 

Transitions 
•Mrs. John (Millie) Zies ler of Am
hurst, NY, wife of area mmister, the 
Rev. John Ziegler, d ied on Sept. 30, 
1992, after a severa l year struggle with 
lung cancer. A memorial service was 
held October 12 a t Bethel Baptist 
Church, Cetzville, NY. 

•Pastor Eric Spletzer and Louanne 
Wiens were married Aug. 8, l 992. First 
Baptist Church, Colden Prairie, SK, 
where he serves as pastor, provided a 
special program to celebrate their mar
n age. Louanne 1s a former short-tL'rm 
m1.ss1onary to Cameroon.-L<'ot 
Fnt:kc 11 



Come to Texas 
to Worship ... 
and Vacation! 

Dallas, Texas, is the site of the next 
Triennial Conference of N.A.B. churches. 

Plan now to attend this Conference, August 2-7, 1994. 
You may want to plan your vacation around this event. 

Free travel publications are available 
to make tlze most of your v isit. 

• Official Highway Travel Map • TEXAS. A 248-page full-color 
travel guide • Texas Events Calendar • Texas Public Camp

ground Guide • Wildflowers of Texas • Flags of Texas 
•Judge Roy Bean Folder • Texas Capitol Guide • Texas Facts. 

For free brochures 
fro 111 Texas Travel Infor111atio11 Centers to help yo11 pla11 your trip, 

cnll 1-800-8888-TEX. 

We Get Back to the Basics 

Wh ile remaining on the cutting edge of theologica l 
educa tion, North American Baptist Semina ry brings 
students back to the basics. Th e Word of God is at the heart 
o f ministry trainin g at N.A.B.S. and the Seminary upholds 
the N.A. B. Conferen ce Statement of Faith. 

± NORTH AMERICAN 
BAPTIST SEMINARY 

1321 Wesr 22nd Sr. 
Sioux Falb, SD 5 7105 

605/3 36-6588 
Preparing persons for ministry since 1858. 
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Theological education with 
academic excellence a nd 
practical application to Christian 
ministry 

• Master of Divinity 
• Master of Theological Studies 
• Bachelor of Theology 

Ministry Specializations: 

• Biblical Exposition 
• Church Planting 
• Cross-Cultura l Ministry 
• Pastoral Counselling 

1 '\ Edmonton Baptist Seminary 
Rev. Kurt Aedschlag 
11525 · 23 Avenue 
Edmonton. Alberta TGJ 4T3 
(403) 437-1960 

Affiliated with 
North American Baptist Conference 

Associate Member of ATS 

Ministers' Family Conference for 
all ministers and their families 

Embracin 

July 27-30, 1993, Sioux Falls, SD 
with featured speakers, 

Leith Anderson, author of Dying for 
Change, and Roger Fredrikson, 

author of The Church that Refused to 
Die, addressing questions and 

concerns about change in the church. 
• Fellowship • encouraging one 

another • workshops • family time 
• children's and youth programs. 

Sponsored by the 
N.A.B. Conference Ministers' and 

Ministers' Wives' Fellowships. 
Hosted by 

North American Baptist Seminary 
1321 W. 22nd St., Sioux Falls, SD 

Phone (605) 336-6588. 
Contact N.A.B. International Office 

or the Seminary for additional 
information. Brochures are 
being mailed in November. 

A Ministry for 
H andicapped Persons 

Christians who wish to be 
included in developing a 
news letter for handicapped 
person s or individuals who can 
supply personal stories of 
God's care for the h andicapped 
to be included in a book are 
reques ted to write to Gerry 
Peterson, 14407 McQueen Rd., 
Edmonton, AB TSN 3L3. 

REDEEMER BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

of Warren, Michigan 

celebrates its 

50th ANNIVERSARY 

November 27-29, 1992 

• Bn11q11et, Friday, November 27 
• Concert, November 28, 7 p.111. 
• Worship Service, November 29 

10 a.111. 

Faculty Vacancy 
Head Librarian 

North American Baptist College 
and Edmonton Baptist Seminary 
invite applications for the posi
tion of Head Librarian, effective 
Fall 1993. Candidates should pos
sess an MLS degree, as well as a 
Master's degree in a theological 
discipline. Substantial library ex
perience a nd working knowledge 
of com p uterized library systems 
a re essential. Applicants must be 
commi tted to the schools' evan
gelical, Baptist belief and mis
sion. Canadian citizens and per
manent residents of Canada w ill 
be g iven priority. The College is 
affiliated with the University of 
Alberta. Application deadline is 
January 15, 1993. 

Address i11q11iries, with full rnr
rirn/11111 vitae, to: Or. Gle11 G. 
Scorgie, academic vice preside11t, 
North A111ericn11 Baptist College, 
11525 - 23 Ave., Ed111011to11, AB 
T6/ 4T3. Fax: (403) 436-9416. 

Old Testament 
Position 

Edmonton Baptist Seminary is 
accepting applications for a full
time position in Old Testament 
to begin in the fall of 1993. 
Applicants must have theologi
cal training (M.Div. preferred), 
possess an earned doctorate, 
and be committed to an evan
gelical, Baptist expression of the 
Christian faith. Experience in 
pastoral ministry would be an 
asset. In accordance with Cana
dian immigration laws, prefer
ence will be given to Canadian 
citizens and permanent resi
dents of Canada. January 15, 
1993, is the closing date for 
submitting applications. 

Apply i11 writing to Or. Syd Page, 
acade111 ic vice pres id en t, Ed111011-
to11 Baptist Seminary, 11525 - 23 
Ave., Edmo11to11 , AB T6J 4T3. 

Link Up 
with N.A.B.ers via 

Electronic mail 
I am compiling a list of all N .A.B. 
Conference pastors and lay
people who have computers and 
subscribe to an online service that 
has access to the Internet system 
such as CompuServe, America 
Online, MCI Mail, AppleLink, 
etc. If you would like to link up 
with fellow N .A.B.ers via 
electronic mail, then send me 
your name, postal address, plus 
any other information about you 
that would be of interest. Send 
this information to me, and I will 
disseminate it to all others. 

My E-Mail address is: 
l11ten1et:jhaw@aol.com 

Or send to: Rev. Ji111 Haw, 
Rt. 3, Box 172, 
Eunice, LA 70535. 

Reaching New Heights in 
Leadership Development 

~r:33 
,,.,,...- -
~ ; 

~ "\ 
Unless there is a great increase in trained leaders for our N .A.B. 

Conference, many of our churches will be without a pastor by the year 
2010. North American Baptist Seminary has designed a strategic plan 
to increase the Seminary's capability to train leaders for our Conference. 
Crucial components of the "Foundations for the Future" campaign 
plan include build ing a chapel and desperately needed facilities for a 
larger student body as well as increasing endowment fLmds for 
student financial aid. 

As of October 1, 1992, North American Baptist Seminary has 
received $1.72 million dollars in cash and faith-promises toward the 
$2.2 million dollar goal. Each new faith-promise after July 1, 1992, will 
be matched 1:1 through a matching gift opportunity. For more 
information on how you·can build the foundation for the futu re of the 
N.A.B. Conference, contact: 

• 

Foundation~ for the Future 
N.A.B. Scm111;iry 
1321 West 22nd St. 
Sioux Falls, SD 57105 
(605) 336-6588 
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Give a Gift 
That Lasts a Year 

Give a gift that continues throughout the year-
one that ties our N.A .B. Conference family together and brings 

inspiration, challenge, and news of God's work around the world. 

YES! Please send 
a gift subscription 
to: 

Name ____________________ _ 

Address ___________________ ~ 

City _________ State/Prov. __ Code __ _ 

Froin: Name __________________________ _ 

Address _________________________ ~ 

City _____________ State/Prov. ___ Code ___ _ 

Payment of 0 $8.00 for one year (U.S.A.) 
0 $10.50 for one year (Ca nada) 
0 $16.00 Overseas 

(Please 11se n sepnrnte sl1eet for ndditivnnl gift s11bscriptio11s. ) 
Ma il to Baptist Herald, 1So. 2"10 Summit Ave., Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181 -3994. 


