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"Serve the Lord 
with gladness ... 
Enter his gates 

with thanksgiving 
and his courts 
with praise." 

Psalm 100: 2,4 
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AMAZING! 
John Newton wrote one of the 

most well-known hymns in his­
tory. Tha t hymn was a pe rsona l 

testimony of God's action in his life. 
John was the son of a sea captain 

who was engaged in the Medite r­
ranean trade. His mother d ied when 
he was six. 

At the age of eleven and after 
on ly two years of forma l schooling, 
he jo ined his father's ship. His early 
life was one of immorali ty, overin­
dulgence in sensual pleasures, and 
failure. He was rejected by his 
father, in trouble with a ll his 
employers, a nd finally jailed and 
degraded. 

Years later, John served on slave 
ships, w here by his own actions, he 
became the target of hatred for his 
employer's Africa n w ife and virtu­
a lly became a "slave o f s laves." 

This miserable seaman was 
brought to his senses by reading 
Tho_mas ~ Kempis' book, !111ilnlio11 of 
Christ. His actual conversion was the 
result of a violent storm <it sea in 
which he almost lost his life. 

It was Cod's g race tha t 
reached out to Newlon. When 
he lea rned that Christ loved 
him and died for him, even 
<iftl'r lhe kind of life he had 
li ved, he was utterly ama/ed. 
I think lhc1t this i-; how mo-;t 
people react lo the reali / cl tion 
of C.od 's g race. In u lier 
<1ma/ement! At lhe age of 
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by Dale DeWerff 

39, John Newton became a minister 
and gave the rest of his life to 
serving God in the church. 

W hat do you think of w hen 
you hea r the word "grace"? 

Most Christians think of passages of 
Scripture like Ephesians 2:8, "For it 
is by grace you have been saved." 
But do we only receive God's grace 
at the time of sa lvation? O r do we 
need to work very hard from then 
on? 

I g rew up in a performance­
related family, not sports 
performance, but work 

performance. In order 
~ to be recognized 

a s a part of 
the family, 

you had 
to work 

hard. 

Whe~ you worked real hard, you 
were 1~1portant. But if you s pent too 
much tune goofing off, then you 
were consi dered a bum. Most of 
the time, I was a bum. 

. 1 am afraid that I ca rried quite a 
~rt of that logic into my C hristian 
hfe. In fact, I am almost embarras­
se~ to say this, but this performa nce 
attit~de.may have been part of my 
mot1 vat1o n for attendi ng seminary. 
1 thought that if I could work real 
ha rd for God, maybe He would 
love me just a little bit more. 

1 thoug ht l was the o nly one 
who fcl: tha t way unti l I picked up 
a book, Trn11sfom1i1 1r,: Grnce: Livi11~ 
Co11fidc11tly ill God's 

1

U11fn iliw,: Lov~· 
by Jerry Bridges. The d ust c'over ;f 
~~e book had sta tements that read, 

ou know you don't u nders tand 
God's grace w hen you 
• Feel shee · J b · p is 1 ring ing your needs 

before Him when you've just 
fa ded H im 

• Feel you d eserve an a nswer to 
prayer because of you r hard 

work and sacrifice 
• Feel more con fident 

before Him if you've 
been "fa ithful" with 
yo ur C hris tian 
disciplines (pmyer, 
quie t time, 
witnessing) 

• '\ r<'n' l ex peri­
cr ing con-
s i len t peact' and 

joy in your Christian life 
• Assume you can d o something to 

make Him love you more or less. 
I don' t know about you, but this 

hit me w here I live! I had been con­
s tantly bombarded by statements 
like, "There is no s uch thing as a 
free lu nch"! a nd "God helps those 
who help themselves"! (A recent 
survey said tha t 60 percent of the 
C hris tia ns surveyed believed the 
second sta tem ent was in the Bible.) 
But that is not the message of grace. 

Grace tells us there is nothing 
tha t we ca n do to make God love us 
more or less. Grace is no t based on 
us or o ur merit but can only come 
from God . He g ives g race as He 
p leases. It is only by the grace of 
God that we exist. It is only by the 
g race o f God that we can continue 
on day to day. We cannot gain 
grace by try ing to ea rn it. 

As I look at many churches, it 
seems that even w hen we do 
understand God's grace, we still 
have trouble sharing it with others. 

A good friend, who is a youth 
pasto r with a la rge youth grou p, 
tried to fig u re out why new people 
wou ld come to youth functions but 
wou ldn' t stay in the group. He 
struggled w ith p rogram s, activ ities, 
and a lmost every other possibility. 
He sa id tha t he made real progress 
when he rea lized that the members 
of his grou p were more than willing 
to accept God's grace for them­
selves but weren't quite as willi ng 
to extend that grace and share it 
with others. They expected anyone 
new to the g rou p to beha ve just like 
they did before they would allow 
thl' "'outsiders" lo really enter into 
the ir fe llows hip. 

Immediately, I thoug ht back to 

the churches that I had observed. 
It seemed that the ones that were 
experiencing healthy, mature 
growth were the ones that were 

In comparison 
to the great debt 

that God canceled 
to give us salvation, 

shouldn't we be willing 
to forgive all of the 

terribly insignificant things 
that people do to us 

so we can share 
God's grace 
with them? 

extend ing God's g race to others. 
They were willing to accept people 
w here they were instead o f making 
them become "perfect C hris tians" 
first. 

Jesus' minis try is the model for 
this kind of acceptance. He was 
a lways ready to accept people 
where they were, come a longsid e 
them, and help them to change. He 
didn' t expect them to cha nge by 
themselves before He would accept 
them. He accepted them w here they 
were. If we could lea rn to mod el 
this same habit of sharing grace, we 
wouldn't be able to keep people 
away from ou r chu rches. 

Jesus used several parables to 
convey the message of Cod's 
grace. One of the most striking 
comes from Matthew "18:23-35. 
Even though the key word lwre is 

forgiveness, the grace of God seems 
to override the significance of the 
act of forg iveness. If we, like the 
unmerciful servant, have been for­
given so much by the grace of God, 
then shouldn't we also be willing to 
forgive others? 

In comparison to the g reat debt 
that God canceled to give us salva­
tion, shouldn't we be willing to 
forgive a ll of the te rribly insignifi­
cant things that people do to us so 
we can share His grace? We may be 
overlooking a great oppor tunity by 
being too legalis tic. Jesus and the 
writers of the New Testament 
seemed to fight that battle con­
sta ntly . Maybe we should fight it, 
too. 

O h, by the way, John Newton 
didn't just understand God's grace 
as a one-shot, one-time experience. 
The third verse of his hymn, 
"Amazing Grace," says, "Throu gh 
many dangers, toils and snares, I 
have a lready come; 'Tis grace ha th 
brought me sa fe thus far, and grace 
will lead me home." 

I hope that grace will grow to 
m ean as much in your lives as it has 
in m ine. May the \Vords of II Peter 
3:18 come to impact your life, "But 
grow in the grace and knowled ge of 
our Lord a nd Sav ior Jesus Chris t. 
To Him be glory both nmv and 
forever! Amen." 0 

TlieRt'i '. Dale 
Dl'Wcrff . 11 7'N2 
srnd1111tc t>f .A.R 
s,•111 i1111n1 . S1t111\ 

F11//~ . SLl. "1111~1,11 
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WORSHIP: 
RELIGION 

OR 
RELATIONSHIP? 

by Jim Altizer 

Becoming religio11s is a simple 
process: Join the club, learn 
the secret handshake, master 

the vernacu lar, memorize the 
rituals. Presto-you're religious! In 
this context, worship is merely a 
hoop to jump through that s hows 
you belong. 

If by con tra st, Christiani ty is 
described as a personal relationship 
with Cod, rather than a religion, 
then one is left both awe-struck and 
wondering: awe-struck that crea­
ture and Creator- flesh and Spirit, 
seen and Unseen- cou ld com mune 
on such a level as to be termed a re­
lationship- wonder regarding what 
to say, think, feel, and do-wonder 
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regarding w hat it is to worship in 
the context of a relationship and how 
to do it appropriate ly. 

God has not left us to wonder 
without ins truction. In Ephesia ns 
5: 31-32, God uses marriage as a 
picture of this relationship between 
Cod and man and labels it a 
"profound mystery." 

In the same instant, we are both 
encouraged w ith the possible 
glimpse into the nature of this re la­
tionship and warned that our under­
standing will be limited . 

Being d uly wa rned about the 
frail ty of both our own under­
standing and of this Cod-breathed 
analogy, let us work throug h the 

parallels be tween marriage and the 
Christian life, pursuing what God 
says to us about the na ture and pri­
ority of worship. 

COMMITMENT: 
Participant or Profiteer 

Although the marriage re lation­
s hip includes both the role and appre­
ciation of the marriage partner, it be­
gins with a n initial ceremonial co111-
111if 111e11t and includes a change of 
identity, a promise of fidelity, and a 
combination of assets. 

The co111111it111e11t of the Chris tian 
a lso involves a change of identity 
(new life), fidelity (faithfulness), 
and the combining of assets (God's 
resources, promises, spititual gifts). 

If co111111il111e11t is w ithheld from 
these rela tionships, one has beco me 
a "pro fiteer" for participa ting in the 
relationship without fulfilling the re­
quirements of it. 

ROLE: 
Participant or Parasite 

The role of the m arriage pa rtici­
pant encompasses the actual living 
out of the commitment (the "Ss", if 
you will): Self-sacrifice, Sex, Sup­
port, Shopping. 

The role of the C hris tian a lso 
revolves around the "Ss": Service, 
Spurring on, Self-denia l, Sharing. 

If the role is s hirked, one has 
become a "parasite" for participat­
ing in the rela tionship without 
fu lfilling the responsibility of it. 

APPRECIATION: 
Participant or Prisoner 

The appreciation of the marriage 
participant (most often referred to 
as "Love") is the key to stimula ting 
and maintain ing emotional inti­
macy. It is expressed through 
1) honest communica tion, 
2) romance, 3) trust, 4) admira tio n, 
and 5) enjoyment. 

Its para lle l in the life of the 
Christian is worship (apprecia ting 
Cod). The apprecial ion of God 

(worship) is expressed through 
honest communication (humility 
in prayer), romance (reverence), 
trust (re liance), admiration 
(adoration), and enjoyment 
(rejoicing). If appreciation is not 
continually nurtured , one w_ill 
become a "prisoner" by partI-
cipa ting in the re la tionship . 
w ithout fulfilling the reality of it. 

In summary, if one has no co111-
111it111e11t, that one is a "profiteer"; 
and if one does not fulfill his or 
her role, that one is a "parasite." 

Sadly, it is both possible and . 
commonplace to make the co1111111t-
111e11t and to satisfy the role of a 
relatio nship w hile emotionally 
divorcing oneself from that very 
relationship. This reduces mar­
riage to a social merger a1~d _re­
duces Christianity to a rehg 1~n . 

The line, then, between bem~ a 
prisoner and being a participa 11t m 
Chris tia nity is drawn by th~ p~e­
sence and priority o f wors~11p 111 the 
believer's life. I am 1101 saymg that 
without worship my comm_it~ent 
a nd service are null and v01d (i.e., 
a loss of salvatio n or la ck of eternal 
blessings). 

W hat I do believe is that the c?n-
s istent practice o f ~orship is an rnte­
gra l, primary funct10n o~ a ny_ who 
would have a relationship with 
God. It is neither optional no r sec­
ondary. To neglect personal and / or 
corporate worsh~p is to becom: a re­
ligio us prisoner ma cell of one s 
own design. 

The indictments loorn concern-
ing a loveless re ligion. The Bi.~~.e 
uses phrases like "lukewarm, . form 
w ithout power," and "loss of f1Tst­
love." 

So how do 1 apprecia te or wor­
ship the Almighty? H ow d~ I n1ake 
sure m y commitment remarns 
based on love, my service based on 
g ratitude, my obed ience based on 
reverence? 

If worship is to C hristiani!Y w ha t 
appreciation / love is to marnage; 
then what d o I do, how do I sit, 
w hat do I say? I return to the 

marriage analogy from Ephesians 5 
and think back to courting my wife. 

Honesty and Humility 

I could tell her any thing: hopes 
and fears, s trengths and weak­
nesses, dreams, and disappoint­
ments. 

I tried to tell her every thing, so 
that she would know what she was 
getting into . She could have d e­
cided that loving me was too much 
work, but she didn' t. On the con­
trary, she actually seemed honored 
that I would trust her so. 

What has this to do w ith wor­
ship? It shows app recia tion through 
lrusl. We often come to God as we 
think He wants us, or as we wish 
we were, rather than simply as we 
are. When we tell it like it is, we 
show that we trust Him. When we 
humble ourselves before Him, how­
ever,we show Him that we believe 
in His unconditional love a nd com­
ple te acceptance. This bestows 
honor upon the Lord . 

Romance and Reverence 

My wife and I ta lk d ifferently to 
each other w hen no one else is lis-

tening. We have words and 
phrases tha t only we use and un-
derstand ... ordinary words ... 
silly words ... their meanings 
forged in the mold of shared expe­
rience. Their purpose is to com­
municate things of the heart­
things for w hich there are no 
words. We communicate to each 
other that the other one is the sole 
object of affection and devotion. 

To appreciate God is to revere, 
esteem, and treasure Him. To ap­
preciate God is to go out of your 
way to please Him- to shower 
Him with attention and affection. 

I Chronicles 17:1 says that King 
David's motivation to build the 
house of the Lord grew out of the 
realization that the ark of the cove­
nant sat in a tent while he dwelt 
in a house of cedar. David, there­
fore, drew the p lans, d esigned the 

furnishings, and gathered the 
materials which became Soloman's 
temple. . 

Whether I bow my head, ra ise 
my hands, kneel on the ground, or 
pray eloquently; I must find mean­
ingful ways to appreciate God to 
the point of reverencing Him. 

Trust and Reliance 

Throughout our dating and 
courts hip, I a ttempted to build my 
wife's trust in me. I told her I would 
d o any thing necessary to protect 
and provide for her. I tried to show 
her in little ways (like fixing her car 
and buying her meals) that I was 
able to take care of her. H er trust in 
me grew, until one day she actually 
left her own father (a well-p roven 
protector and provider), left he r 
name and residence, left her fina n­
cial security , and married 1n e. 

Prior to our ma rriage, she trusted 
me, but now, s he relied on me. l can 
remember feeling so honored tha t l 
a lmost burst. 

When we rely upon Cod, WL' 
extend to Him similar honor . WL' 
rely u pon Him by g iv ing sacrifi­
cia lly, by seeking His will daih·. and 
by so committing ourselvl's to. llw 
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cause of Christ that we would be 
utterly ruined if He failed us. Only 
then have we appreciated God to 
the point of complete reliance. The 
saying is true: "Christ will never be 
all yo~ need, until He is all you 
have. 

Admiration and Adoration 

T.hree times a year (birthday, 
an111versary, Father's/ Mother's 
Day), my wife and I give each other 
appropriate ca rds with nauseat­
ingly appropriate poems, written by 
someone neither of us knows. 
Underneath the mush that nobody 
ever reads (except maybe the 
card-writer's wife, who wonders 
about whom he is writing), we 
write our list. 

We list things that we like about 
each other; we list things that we 
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admire about each other; we list 
things that we appreciate about 
each oth~r. The amazing thing is 
that the hsts are getting longer-not 
beca use we are so much better than 
before- but because we are getting 
better a t appreciating each other. 

Often, my adoration of God is 
also expressed in a list. I list His 
names, like Jehovah-Rohi (The Lord 
my Shepherd) or Jehovah-Jireh (The 
Lord Provides). Sometimes I list His 
attribu tes (wisdom, g race, justice, 
love), or His actions throughout his­
tory, or His creation. 

There a re times when I put 
together my own names for Him­
names like "The Mighty and Merci­
ful One" or "The Mos t High and 
Holy God." I compa re and contrast 
Him with myself, by saying things 
like "You are great, and I am small" 
"You are the Creator, and lam the

1 

creature." In whatever way one 
goes about appreciating God, it 
must express wonder, marvel, and 
a profound adoration. 

Enjoyment and Rejoicing 

There can be no question that 
marriage was designed to be 
enjoyed. In Genesis 5:2, God created 
ma le and fema le and blessed them. 
The Bible is full, too, of very graphic 
encou ragement and instruction 
regarding the physical appreciation 
and enjoyment of the marriage 
partner. When God wants to punish 
or chasten, He sends plagues and 

The consistent practice 
of .worship is an integral 
pnmary function of any 
who would have a 
relationship with God. 
To neglect personal 
?nd/or corporate worship 
is to become a religious 
prisoner in a cell of one's 
own design. 

floods. When H e wants to bless 
He sends helpmates and friend~. 

Likewise is the command 
th~o~15hou~ ~cripture to rejoice. The 
Spmt s fru it mcludes it (Ga latians 
5:22); the Apostles commanded it 
~Philippians 4:4); and the Psalmists 
m~tructed it (sing, shout, play 
skillful.ly, clap, dance, g ive thanks). 
Chr~st chastised His genera tion 

~or th~ir lack of response by saying, 
We piped, and you would not 

dance" (Matthew 11 :17). Even the 
early church fathers realized that 
the chief aim of Man was to " love 
G~d and enjoy Him forever" (West-
111111ster Cntechislll). 

To appreciate the Living God 
mea i~s that we who would have a 
rela t1onshi'p w' th H. . . 1 1m must learn to 
reio1ce appropriately, both sponta­
neously and as an act of the w ill. In 
the fullest se f 1 nse o t w word we are 
to com mit a d ' n apply ou rselves to 
the apprecia tion of G d ( h. ) 
Humility 0 wo:s 1P · 'reverence a nd reliance 
are t b ' c 
and ~ . e. ~urtured, w hile adora tion 
c . eioicmg are to be entered into 
with reckless abandon 
. If w~ dare, we w ill f.ind ourselves 
111 '.elationship with the King of the 
universe and . . . ' ' we w ill see Him re-
spo.~~ m ~ marvelous way: 

e wi.11 take g reat delight in 
rou, !1e will quiet you with his love 
1.e "". ill ;,ejoice over you with ' 
smgmg <Zephaniah 3:17). O 

/ i111 Altizer (pictured ll'it/1 /iis wi'c 
a/Jove) · M · · . 1

' IS 11 11sler of M11s1c nt Q11nil 
Lakes Bn11tist Cl/l/rcli, Stockton, Cl\. 

Friclld is n 111e111ber of First Baptist 
Church ill Am prior, Olltnrio. She nlld 
lier '111sbnlld Steplinll committed tlreir 
lives to Clirist d11ri11g tlie s1111111rer of 
1991 nlld were baptized on Easter 
S1111dny 1992. 

Tire Friends were i11str11111e11tnl i11 
pio11eeri 11g Celebrn I io11, n seekers 
service, whic'1 lins grown from 40 to 
100 sillce October of 1991 at First 
Baptist. Step/inn c11rre11tly serves ns tire 
m11sic coordi11ntor for t/1e service ns 
well ns the lend g11itnr player for "Woll 
by One," tlie bn11d tlrnt plays weekly. 

Slreiln reg11 /nrly sings and plays 
mn11do/i11 with tire bnlld. Botli are 
elltlr11sinstic nbo11t tl1e seekers service's 
potent in/ for rencliillg tlieir friellds for 
their Lord nlld Savior. 

M ost of us have experienced a 
time in our lives when we 

have felt like the world was falling 
apart around us, and all of us have 
faced troubles of some kind. 

For me, it happened about two 
years ago. There had been some 
pretty rough times before that, but 
nothing tha t cou ld have prepared 
me for the things I was about to 
face. 1 had become involved in a 
way of life tha t was very unhealthy 
both physically and emotionally. 

1 finally became so confused and 
so totally exhausted from trying to 
fight against what was happening 
that I decided it might be a lot eas­
ier if I just took the cowardly way 
out. Tha t's exactly what I set out to 
do that night two years ago. 

How things have changed since 
then! Obviously, something stop­
ped me from going through with it 
that night. At the time, I wasn't sure 
wha t it was, but I'm certain now 
that God took my hand and walked 
me back home. H e had better plans 
for me! 

Through all of th is, I met a very 
special person who took me under 
his wing and helped me to get my 
life back on track again. I had 
grown up in a very loving home 
and in an atmosphere where God 
was always present. But like many 

A 
Pilgritnage 
to a Front 
Ro-w Seat 

by Sheila Friend 

people, I thought I could handle 
things on my own-that was the 
biggest mistake I ever made. I 
learned that things are so much 
easier when you have God on your 
side. 

I've always believed that when 
we are faced with bad times there is 
a reason for it. lf things hadn' t hap­
pened the way they did for me, l 
wouldn't be where I am now. 

I've always been taught that God 
forgives us for wrong things we've 
done and that He loves us and is al­
ways there for us, but '"'e have to re­
alize that we must forgive our­
selves, too. I learned that I cannot 
go through life pounding myself 
over the head for things I did in the 
past. When God forgives us, our 
s late is wiped clean. lt's that simple! 

All we have to do is ask Him. 
I think of what has happened to 

me in the past as a hard lesson. I 
feel that God made sure I passed 
this lesson with flying colours be­
cause I don't want to take this 
course over again. 

And so came Easter Sunday this 
year, the most special Sunday ever 
in my life-the day of my baptism. 
It seemed like the most natural and 
logical step to take next. I wanted to 
let everyone know how happy I 
was now that I have Jesus as my 
Friend! He will always be there for 
me. I can't imagine life being any 
other way. The celebration of my 
baptism was even more special, as 
my husband was baptized w ith 
me-an experience I will never 
forget. 

Since that day, I've felt a close­
ness with God. It's hard to explain. I 
think of it this way. Imagine sitting 
in a theatre watching a movie ex­
cept you are in the very back row 
w ith a hundred heads bobbing 
around in front of you distracting 
your view. Now imagine getting up 
from your seat and walking to the 
very first row and sitting down. 
Suddenly, there are no obstacles in 
front of you-only a big, beautiful, 
clear picture. You feel like you 
could reach right into the screen 
and touch the actors. That's how I 
feel about God now. I've got the 
best seat in the house, and best of 
all, the admission was free! 

I know things won't always be a 
bed of roses, but I know God will 
help me through the rough times. 
As long as l remember that God is 
in control, and He is not going to 
hand me anything more than 1 can 
handle, I will be okay! 

When you feel that the world is 
falling apart around you, turn 
around and grab God's hand. He 
wants to lead you back home 
again. 

If you follow Him, you will 
discover that life is full of wondcr­
f~l tl:ings waiting for you to enjov. 
Life 1s much too precious, don' t · 
waste it! 0 
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inging a new song unto the Lord 

Young people flock by hundreds to an 

upbeat Baptist worship service 

by Kirn Hazelwood 

Five hundred and fifty seats are 
filled, and so many people line 
the walls they are spilling 

from the dimly li t sanctuary into the 
foyer. Two keyboard s, a couple of 
electric guitars, a drum set, and 
three singers lead the en thusias tic 
worship. This is Glimpse of Glory at 
Central Baptist Church in Edmon­
ton, AB, on a typica l Su nday 
evening. 

What began as a prayer a nd sing­
ing time for 20 young people after 
the evening service in 1986 has 
swelled into a huge praise and wor­
ship session fo r more than 700 from 
all over the city. 

Pastor Howard Lawrence, w ho 
oversees the program, says its 
growth and popularity a re a result 
of God 's moving and the people's 
responding, rather than careful 
planning. It started six years ago 
when Va l Krinke played the pia no 
for the few Central Baptist young 
people who wanted to get together 
after the Sunday eveni ng service. 
Soon their friends began attend ing, 
as did other musicians. "For no 
appa rent reason, Glimpse sta rted to 
grow geometrically," says Pastor 
Lawrence. 

In 1987, Kurt Remus organized a 
couple of Saturday night Glimpse 
of Glory praise sessions and invited 
youth from other churches in the 
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city. In ever-increasing numbers, 
they came both for the Saturday 
night sessions and the regular Sun­
day evenings. Those w ho wanted to 
play ins truments were welcomed to 
join in. 

By 1989, there were so many 
mus icians tha t they had to split into 
three tea ms, lead ing the worship on 
rota ting Su nday nights. Regula r 
attenders now arrive a t least 45 
minu tes ea rly to find parking and 
seating. 

"Glimpse is encouraging, uplift­
ing, and helps us focus on Cod," 
says 22-year-old Amrita C hakra­
barti, who is not a member of Cen­
tra l Ba ptist, but often attend s 
Gl in1pse. "Some songs a re exhila­
rating and make you want to cla p 

and stamp your feet. They remind 
you that God is not only awesome 
but a lso fun . Others are slow and 
have powerful, meaning ful word s 
that ma ke you think. " 

Team lead ers Ia n Magnusson, 
Jeff Keillor, and Harry Suma n try 
choose the music for the sessions, 
w hich us ually incl udes a lot of re­
cen t material by Bob Fitts o f Youth 
With A Mission and Integrity Praise. 

The idea fo r an ou td oor G limpse, 
held on the Provincia l Legis la ture 
Ground s emerged fro m the leader­
ship of the three tea ms. The evening 
of pra ise, which ran from 7 to 10 
p.m., Sa turday evening, July 11, 
featured 40 minutes w ith each 
worship team. Info rma tion on 
churches in the ci ty was posted to 

"This is a phenomenon that we didn't really plan," 
says Howard Lawrence, a pastor at Central Baptist. 
He believes that "young people have a need to 
worship in their own language." 

encourage those w ho a ttended 
G limpse to get involved in a church. 

Pasto r Lawrence explains that 
Glimpse has two majo r goals, 
which were d eveloped only after 
the thing s tarted to balloon. "We 
asked , 'What is God trying to do 
here?"' The fi rst point is to enable 
young people to speak to God in 
their own la nguage. "Wesley's 
hymns are culturally relevant only 
to those who grew u p sing ing them. 
Worship needs to be tra nsla ted into 
the la nguage o f today's kid s," says 
Pastor Lawrence. 

The second goal of Glimpse is to 
promote uni ty a mong the churches. 
At one service this w inter, leaders 
took a poll and fou nd 45 ch urches 
represented a mong the worship­
pers. He a lso ha s hea rd of 
convers ions and recla ma tions. 

H e doesn ' t know w here the 
program w ill go in the fu ture, but 

Pastor Lawrence is convinced it 
won't stay the same for long. "Wor­
ship has always been an expression 
of d evotion to God in the language 
of the culture. So Glimpse, and 
worship in general, w ill continue to 
cha nge as culture changes," he 
says. 

Pastor Lawrence agrees that 
there is a lways a danger of becom­
ing so cul tura lly relevant as to for­
get about God . He cites three sa fe­
guards against that danger in the 
case of the Glimpse of Glory pro­
gram. The primary one is Scripture, 
the second is the lead ing of the 
Holy Spirit, and the third is the 
trad itions of the church, including a 
belief in the doctrines of the Trinity, 
and salvation from si n through 
Jesus Christ. 0 

l~epri11ted liy per111issio11 fro111 Al/Jertn 
Report, f 11/y 6, 1992, p. 41. 
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-:-- · •. ·..=.:..--. - · - \ ~ I t would be easy for me to skip 

S 
out on the lowly task of clean-

ki Ou 
ing the barn where our new church 

P ~ 
meets. After a ll, such work isn' t 

I 
\ expected of me by the members. I 

~ A . live 25 miles away, and I have 
\J 11 · \ important things to do. In fact, I 

\\ \ 

have often muttered such things 

/

j M nial to myself when faced w ith menial · e · . \\ tasks. But ~ 11 of the members of 
· / \\ ~ Batang Bible Community 

I T 
1 -J? · \. . <BBO in the Philippines take . · ;'j a8Ke ·~::\\ the~:~~~ns cleaning this little 

111 1· I \ ~~ But while I was at the barn 
/ 1 ;· { -~~ t~e othe_r Saturday-clean-
. / \\\\ \~\ \ mg cha irs-one-by-one-I 

1 
1 ~.~ '~\\ began to think about the 
j \\\ ~~\ people who would sit on 

those chairs the next day. 

by Maria Evans 

"Cleaning chairs 
is not one of my 

'important things 
to do.' 

It is one of my 
great privileges." 
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As I cleaned, I pictured the 
face of each member of BBC. All of 
them are simple, poor barrio folk 
but I saw much more than that. ' 

I saw nothing less than roya lty in 
each one-the much-loved sons and 
daughters of the God who "chose 
th~ poor of this world to be rich in 
fa1t~ and heirs of the kingdom 
which H e promised to those who 
love Him." 

I sudde~ly found myself happy 
to be cleanmg chairs for the chil­
dren of the King-honored to serve 
the brothers and sisters of Jesus 
Christ. 

I ha ve a lot of important thi ngs 
to d~ but no greater privilege than 
servmg God's people. In the barn, it 
?awned on me that clea ning chairs 
is not one of my "important things 
to .do." Rather, it is one of m y great 
priv ileges. D 

Marin Evans serves with her husband 
Gregg, ns church planting missionnri;s 
111 the Legnzpi City nren, Philippines. 

A Job? 
An 

Adventure? 
A 

Minishy! 
by Maria Evans 

Afew years back, the U.S. 
Army's recruitment campaig n 

centered arou nd the slogan, "The 
Army. It' s not just a job, it's an 
adventure." I don't know what kind 
of ad"."entures the Army provides, 
but g iven the kind of adventures I 
have every week, I'd imagine most 
people would gladly settle for a job. 

Picture this: I'm sitting on a wob­
bly chair in the home of one of my 
church members. The home is a 
s ll_1gle room, open on two sides, 
with a floor of soft-packed dirt, and 
a roof of tattered thatch. Seven peo­
ple call this room home. 

For lack of a better place to sit 
th c ' e man of the house is situated 
cross-legged on top of a hand-hewn 
tabl~, the home's principle piece of 
fu~mture. Children, dogs, and 
cl:ickens roam in and o u t at wi ll. A 
pig, unseen behind some clutte r 
gru nts in one corner. ' 

I' . ve Just eaten a mixture of 
stewed pig innards and blood la­
d led over nood les. The meal didn't 
?other me, though some of m y din­
mg companions-scores of flies­
are an a nnoya nce. As I drink my 
glass of well-water, I think of the re­
c:nt outbreak of cholera in o ur pro­
vmce As anotl · ' '\er ragged dog sau n-
ters through the room I think about 
the on · · ' gomg rabies alert in our a rea. 

Bu_t our conversation centers o n 
more important things-how to 
sftrengthen the faithful, conditions 
orwel · conung back fallen mem-

bers, and how to reach more of the 
community for Chris t. 
. C_h,~rch planting. It's not just a 
)Ob, it 5 a n adventure. And it's not 
JUSt an adventure; it's a ministry. D 

"As one of tliem wns c11tti11g down 
a tree, tlie iron axeliead fell into tire 
wa ter. 'OII, my lord,' lie cried out, 
' it was borrowed"' (2 Kings 6:5). 

Have you ever felt like the 
axehead fell off your axe, 
and you just didn' t have 

the tools necessary to get the job 
done? Well, welcome to Cameroon 
- the land where we use machetes 
instead of an axe. 

In the past s ix weeks s ince we 
moved to Bafoussam, we have been 
involved in construction-the roof 
of our church building, Prospect 
Baptis t, as well as French ministry 
tools to be used in disciplesh ip and 
teaching. 

Those of you who are carpenters 
-can you imagine building nine 
wooden scissor rafters s trong 
enough to spa n 15 meters with only 
a couple o f o ld hammers, a t\·Vo-foot 
bow saw, a nd 18-inch hand saw? If 
that isn' t enough, try working with 
warped, hardwood timbers roughly 
cut to dimension by hand chain 
saws. 

The rafters are up now, but we 
s till need to purchase the roofing 
s heets. The Church peop le have 
pledged money for this need. 

Those of you 
w ho are teach­
ers-can you im­
agine entering a 
cross-cultural, 
cross-language 
situation to teach people how to be 
effective servants of God when 
most of them have no Bible? To con­
found matters, you find that most 
any materials available are too 
costly and really not applicable. 

It is so easy to take for granted 
the nice sharp axehead that is 
a lways there back home--unti l you 
find that it was on ly borrowed a nd 
has fallen in the water not to be 

retrieved. 
Our Lord is great. He knew 

what the needs would be when we 
arrived in Bafoussam, and H e pre­
pared us in advance for the task of 
preparing materials for His French 
ministry. Five students graduated 
from the French Theological Educa­
tion by Extension course in August. 

Most of our efforts a re focused 
on preparing discipleship materials 
that can be reproduced easily as 
well as taught and transferred even 
by poorly ed ucated people. 

Pray w ith us for this work. As 
you do, God will raise that axehead 
that is on loan from I-Iin1. 0 

New 111issio11arics Dn/c n11rf Marcy 
J-l11f11ngel serve in Bafoussnlff , Cn111er­
oo11 , nnrf seek to plant n Baptist cluirc/1 
n111011g Fre11cil-spenki11g people. 

A 
Guava Bra ... JfJ..~~ 

and c\ 
Mistleto 

by Jim and Joy Mische 

A senior stud ent at 
Mambilla Baptist 
T heological School in 

Gembu, N igeria, Peter Biru, 
brought a wonderful object lesson 
in chap el recently. Holding a 
guava branch he had broken from 
a tree on the compound, he noted 
that one part of the branch was 
full of flowers and tiny fruit, but 
the other bore only leaves. 

Upon closer inspection, w e saw 
that the branch without fruit was 
really a sp rig of mistletoe. It had 
grown out of the guava branch 
from a seed left in a crevice in a 
bird's droppings. 

The second branch, actually a 
parasite, drew water and nourish­
ment from the roots and branches 
of the guava tree but produced 
seed of its own kind. 

Peter compared the second 
branch to a seed p lanted by Satan 
in our minds . Perhaps a desire of 
a position of greater irnportance 
in the church. Maybe the object 
of some strong carnal desire, or 
feelings of neglect and misuse 
connected to tribal issues. Resent­
ment. Bitterness. Bearing no fruit 
for God, these things sap our 
strength and keep us fro m ruttin 
all our energy mto His work . ..J g 

Missio11nr{es /i 111 lllld /Pt/ Mi.; .1 . . . ·- . 
the Mn 111/111/n Bniit i.;t Tf / " It ~t 1 ''t 11 t 

· n•n 11s1c11/ Sd1n,1/. 
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The present pastor, the Rev. fnm es 
Correnti, hns served the Church for 18 
1;enrs. He is well-known throughout the 
Conference ns nn accomplished pianist 
nnd fins presented concerts nl 111n11y 
churches and associational meetings. 
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By Pat Daley and James Correnti 

The building where the 
congregation, The Ger111a11 
Church of the Lord That 
Meets on Poplar Street, 
met from 1850to1914. 
Fleischmann Me111orial 
Baptist Church in 
Philadelphia is the oldest 
existing N.A.B. Confere11ce 
church. 

Some years ago on P BS, a show, "Connections," demons trated how a 
sing le modern device, such as the airplane, can be t raced back to com­

ple tely unexp ected orig ins hundreds of years in the past. W hen contemplat­
ing the kingdom o f God, however, the a nswer is both simple r a n d deep er 
than any trail of huma n connections: the sovereignty of God . 

The o ldest church in the N.A. B. Conference, Fleischman n Mem orial Bap­
tist C hurch, anticipa~es celebrating its 150th a nn iversary in H unting Par k, it 
North Philad elp hia, m 1993. How has God m oved in this Church so tod ay 
is one w ith a m ulti-cultural W hite/His panic/ African-Am er ican / Asian 
in ner-ci ty ministry? 

In 1839, Konra d Anton Fleischmann arrived in the United States from 
Germany to bring the gosp el to German immigran ts in A m erica . H e 
p reached in New Yor k C ity and then m inis tered in Newar k, New Jersey. 
From there, he went to Read ing, Pennsylvania. H is preaching was so 
blessed in Lycoming County that in 1841 the a rea experienced a reviva l. 

In 1842, Fleisch mann cam e to Philadelp hia, and by 1843, this new grou p 
of believers had g rown to 19. They he ld their firs t baptis mal se rv ice in 
March and celebra ted their fi rs t commun ion service on Easter Su nday­
traditionally recogn ized as the d ate of the chu rch's founding . Its name was 
"The Germ an C hu rch of the Lord That Meets on Poplar Street." In 1848, the 
Church joined the Philadelphia Baptis t Association as the Firs t Germ a n 
Baptist Church. 

The fo 1111der and first 
pastor of the Church, 
tile Rev. Konrad A. 
Fleisch111a1111, served tile 
Church from 1843 
to 1867. 

. North of Philadelphia, horse rac­
ing and be tting flourished d uring 
the firs t half o f the 1800s. Eventu­
ally, the city passed a Jaw against 
betting o n horse racing; the track 
Wa.s closed; and a group of Ph iladel­
p h1ans purchased the land and do­
nated it to the city. O ver the years, 
they added land, p lanted hundreds 
of trees, and H unting Park became 
an 87-acre recrea tiona l area at the 
city's n o r thern e d ge. 

Pastor F leischmann's First Ger­
man Baptist C hurch grew from the 
Original 19 men1bers to 204 by the 
time o f h is death in 1867. The 

Church continued on Poplar Street 
until 1914, when it changed both its 
name and its location to Fleisch­
mann Memorial Baptist Church at 
9th and Luzerne Streets, across 
from the northeast corner of Hunt-

ing Park. 

0 
ver the years, German inuni­
grants had m oved in large 

numbers to a north P hiladelphia 
neighborhood tha t became known 

as Germantown. 
Begin ning around 1900, this eth-

nic g roup also moved into the 
neighborhood known officially as 

Nicetown but popularly as Hunting 
Park. As the decades and gene ra­
tions changed, the predominant lan­
guage became English. By 1934, 
church services at Fleischmann 
were entirely in that language. 

By the 1940s, the neighborhood 
experienced significant transition. 
The area beca m e fully developed; 
children who had grown up in 
Hunting Park and had families of 
their own relocated out of the in1-
m ediate area; and other ethnic 
groups, principally Italians, Irish, 
and Polish purchased a nu n1ber of 
hon1es in the area. 
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By 1950, almost half of those at­
tending Fleischmann no longer 
lived within walking distance. Afri­
can-Americans gradua lly moved 
east into the area, so that by 1960, 
they were a significant presence in 
Hunting Park. 

By 1960, Hispanics began mov­
ing into the Hunting Park area from 
fa rther south. All of these groups 
were people who had saved enough 
money to purchase their first homes 
in this middle-class community. 

"Urban renewal" in the 1970s and 
1980s brought another d ynamic into 
the picture. Because developers 
began buying up properties in tradi­
tionally Hispanic areas south and 
just north of center city Philadel­
phia, poorer Hispanics were 
pushed farther north. Hunting Pa rk 
became a poor inner-city neighbor­
hood. 

Then came cocaine in the 1980s, 
particularly in the cheap a nd fierce­
ly addictive form ca lled "crack." 
Both the open drug selling on sev­
era l s treets as well as the general no­
toriety as evidenced in a TV fea ture 
by Peter Jennings in 1983, took its 
toll on the neighborhood . A number 
of people sold their homes, and resi­
dents experienced increased frustra­
tion and confusion upsetting the 
fragile blending of ethnic groups. 

So wha t is Hun ting Park today? 
Some find it hard to get past the 
common stereotypes: Poverty. Graf­
fiti . Welfare. Very high dropout 
rates among school children. Crime. 
One-parent fami lies. Poor hous ing, 
burned-out housing, squatters liv­
ing in abandoned homes. Local fac­
tory buildings stand ing empty. Ad ­
diction. Prostitution. Very high 
level of drug d ea ling. Violence. 
Very high number of children in 
some kind of contact with the juve­
nile justice system. 

But there is so much more. Hunt­
ing Park is highl y residential (up lo 
40 houses per block). It is home to a 
rich cultura l mix. Many still own 
their homes and work for a li ving. 

A growing coa lition of vi tal com­
munity orga nizations (Fleischmann 
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is a fou nding member) networks to 
take the community back. The area 
is full of children, full of opportuni­
ties for eva ngelism- a place w here 
God ca n mightily manifest His 
power. 

G od knew in 1843 w ha t would 
happen to Konrad Fleisch­

ma nn's church. And He p reserved 
this work for 150 years through the 
efforts of those shepherds he sent to 
keep watch over His flock: Konrad 
Anton Fleischmann, Jacob S. Gubel­
mann, Lewis Kaiser, Heinrich 
Schulz, Louis C. Knu th, Herman 
Kaaz, F. P. Kruse, Martin L. Leusch­
ner, Milton R. Schroeder, John F. 
Croutha mel, Norman Klann, Peter 
Kemper, Ernest A. Hoffman, Her­
bert J. Freema n, James A. Corre nti, 
along with associates Charles V uo lo 
a nd Greg Hus ton. 

In recent years, Cod has watched 
over the Ch urch as it reached out 
und er the leadership of Pastor Jim 
Correnti, ministering a t Fleisch­
mann s ince 1973. A solid transition 
has been effected as the church 
grows to a new aware ness of a nd 
commitment to what it means to 
embrace its commun ity. 

While it is not yet a large cong re­
gation, it has become a vibrant, min-

111 n11 effort to beco111e pn rt of l/1e 11eig/1-
bor/10od, n 1111111ber of Fleisc/1111n11 11 's 
members relocnted 11enr tire C/111rch. 

A grnplric represe11lntio11 of the 
Ch11rch's servn11t ntt it11de wns the 

Reborn Thrift Slwp paid for by 111e111bers 
n11d frie11ds of Fleisclrn1(ll 111 . 

istering, interracial, cross-cultural, 
urban congregation . Outreach min­
istries have included intens ive work 
with Southeast Asian refu gees, the 
raising up of a Cambod ian cong re­
gation, a thri ft store, the closing of 
local illegal business opera tions, w it­
ness teams at d rug corners, eva nge­
listic street meetings, a summer­
long day camp, neighborhood / 
church youth group and Pioneer 
Club, weekly food program, a fter­
school tutoring, and a teen dra ma 
troupe. In the last decad e, 11 of our 
former members have gone into full­
time Christia n minis try. 

The church building itself is now 
home to two churches in addition to 
Fleischmann: the Second Spanish 
Baptist Church as well as Sanctuary 

Ministries, an African-American 
church pla nt. O ur building is a lso 
the home of the Hunting Park Com­
munity Gospe l Choir, as well as the 
current location of the Hunting 
Pa rk Task Force, our coa lition of 
agencies, chu rches, schools, and 
block cl ubs. 

The Lord has ra ised up many 
from across the continent w hose 
fa ithful prayers, volunteer labors, 
and financia l support have made 
many outreach opportunities possi­
ble. He has p rovided ma ny pa rtners 
in minis try, notably the Center for 
Urban Theological Studies and 
Kingd om Works, locally. 

God has sustained us with His 
m ighty hand. These a re exciting 
da ys in Philade lphia, as churches 
across the ci ty join together to work, 
to p ray, a nd to proclaim Jesus as the 
Way, the Truth, a nd the Life. The re­
cent u rban unrest in the U.S. A. 
demonstrates the ineffectiveness of 

Beco111i11g nil things lo 
nil people i11 evn11gelis111 

/l(ls 111en11l l1ri11gi11g 
the Gospel to people · · · 

i11 H1111 ti11g Pnrk · 

Tenclri11g tire Bible 
nt Fleisc/1111(1 11 11 

Corl has moved 
ch11rc/1es to se11d 
sliort-ter111111issio11s 
teams to joi11 with 
F/eisc/1111m111 to 
reach 0111 to the 
11eigliborhood, 
i11c/11di11g N.A.8. 
Co11fcre11ce c/111 relies: 
Quail l.Jikes Baptist 
Ch11 rch, Stvckto11, CA, 
a11rl Village Green 
Baplist Church, 
Glen Elly11, IL. 

mere human effort. The cities need 
the Lord! And He is here already, 
working, glorifying Himself. 

Join with us July 22-25, 1993, as 
we, at Fleischmann Memorial 
Baptist Church, celebrate God's 
glory, fa ithfulness, power, and love 
as mani fested in Hunting Park, 
Philad elphia, PA. 0 

Sources: 
Woyke, Frnnk H.: I frritng1• 1111d Mi11i;t ry of the 

Norl/1 A111crira11 B11ptist Co11f1•m1c1·. 
Baker, Susan; Hepburn, Robert; Hoffman, Todd: 

Dmwgml'llil' 51111/y of I /1111ti11g Park East Co1111111111ity. 
Plii/11rld111iia. PA, November 19, 1987. 

Chung. Hong j.;Gauder, Wins ton; Kuiper, 
Dttni1..•I; McKenzie, Lindstty: Fidd VVork Rt·:>carc/1 Rt·· 
1•irl 011 l/1111/i11g P11rk, November, 1983, December I, 
1983. 

Estrada, Fred L.: Tl1l' Scro11d Sp1111is/1 B11pti;t 
C/111rcl1 of P/1i/adclpl1ia: It s Birl/11111d Us Gnm•ll1, 
Dccember 20, 1983. 

Wrilte11 by Pnt Onley n11d Ji111 Corre11ti 
with help fro 111 Mn rio11 Stei11l1ro1111 , 
Gary Clril11tti, n11d tile Referc11ce 
Sectio11 of tile P/1ilndelplrin Free Libmry. 
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~/thpJace ot FJ . 

ernoria/ Ba .etschrnann 
• BirthpJ Pttst Church 
Arneri~c: gt th~ North 

• Birthplace o~~'~ Conference 
Planting · .8 . Church 

• ~irt_hplace ?'the N.A.a. 
hrladelph1a Project 

• Birthplace of the United States 

Celebrate 150 Years 
of God's Faithfulness 

with Us 

JULY 22·25, 1993 

• All eve nts to be he ld in com­
fortable hotel setting , down­
town Philadelphia 

• Tour Fl eischma nn Memoria l 
Baptist Church and a ll the 
multicultura l Philadelphia 
Church Planting projects 

• Tour downtown Independe nce 
Ha ll/Liberty Bell a rea 

• Atte nd s emina rs on the future of 
urban work in our Confere nce 

• Located conve nie ntly near 
shopping , museums , resta u­
rants , historical a rea 

Create a scripture banner to 
represent your church at the 

celebration 

• Obtain ba nne r instructions 
from your local W.M.F. 
president or from 
Linda We ber, W.M.F., 
1 So. 210 S ummit Ave. , 
Oakbrook Terrace , IL 60181. 

AUGUST 4·15, 1993 

Participate in an urban service 
opportunity in Philadelphia 

To serve, contact 
Gateway Ministries of the N.A.B. 
Conference Missions Department 

1 So. 210 S ummit Ave. 
Oakbrook Terrace , IL 60181 -3994. 
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Wotnen's and Children's Health 

Targeted in Cameroon 

The Life Abundant Programme (LAP) 
of primary hen/th care provides training 
for village health workers. These 
workers screen children for adequate 
growth nnd development nnd treat com­
mon illnesses. Health education is nn 
important part of their job description. 

Approximately two years ngo, LAP 
began training birth attendants (TBAs) 
to do regular prenatal screening. They 
were nlso taught to do deliveries using 
clean methods and to provide fo llow-up 
care for the mothers nnd babies. An im­
p.ortnnt tnsk is to refer women who nre 
/1kely to experience problems ton Cen­
ter thnt hns more highly trained staff. 

LAP support ten ms visit the village 
hen/th posts every one to two months. 
During those visits, nil the women 
whom the TBA has been seeing co111e 
for n cons11/tntion visit with the nurse 
or midwife. Kn thy Kroll served ns n 
member of this cons11/tn tion team on 
this visit to Mbepji. By the wny, n new 
gro11p of TBAs wns trained in Mnrcli 
by n medical doctor and a nntionnl 
nurse/midwife. 

w hen mothers are not well the 
whole fa mily suffers, as ~oth­

e'.s are the primary health care pro­
viders for their children. It is so in 
Cameroon where the mothers grow 
and prepare food for their families. 
On~ of the very strong health 

needs m Ca meroon is for 
preventive health care 
for women of childbear-
mg age and for child ren. 
Near!~ half of the popu-
la tion m Cameroon is 
under age 15. Teaching 
well~ess and illness pre­
vent10n strategies have 
great potential for im-
proving overall health. 

Recently, I made a 
consultation visit to a 
village health post in 
Mbepji, Cameroon . N ine 
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by Kathy Kroll 

of the 14 women had been under 
the care of Hannah, a tra ined birth 
attendant (TBA), on a regular basis. 
The others came for the first time. 

Interesting and rewarding is the 
fact that this ministry is accom­
p lished by people with little train­
ing. Hannah's resume would read: 
seven years of elemen~ary s~~ool, 
village hea lth worker m tra.mmg, 
and a three-week trained birth . 
attendants (TBA) course. Hannah is 
g iving good and appropriate care to 

the women. 
The second day in Mbepji, two 

families asked me to make home 
visits to people w ho had not been 
able to a ttend the general medical 
clinic. I had a wonderful morning 
trekking out among the mounta ins 
doing the kind of nursing I like best. 

My fi rst visit was with a wizened 
old man. He lived in a small house 
with room for a bamboo bed on 
each side and a sma ll fi re in the cen­
ter to keep warm. The doorway was 

low, and I stooped to en ter. Having 
fo rgotten about the low height, I 
knocked m.y head on the ceiling as I 
s tood to examine the man. 

This man was very concerned 
about a hernia that had recently 
reoccurred, but he was not at all 
worried about the cough which led 
to the reoccurrence of the hernia. 
Out of gratitude for my visit, he 
gave me a small chicken, which had 

to be caught. After struggling to get 
it, he wove a cage from grass to 
transport the chicken back to Banso. 
The local pastor, who served as a 
translator for me, took care of the 
chicken details while I made the sec­
ond visit to a sick child in another 
compound. 

Late in the afternoon after a meet­
ing with the village health commit­
tee, we set off with a heavily loaded 

Ce[ebrating Christ ... 
Dare to Care through 

Capture the vision 
at the 44th Triennial 
Conference of North 

American Baptist 
Churches in 

Dallas, Texas 

August 2· 7, 1994 
Y'all Come! 

Ya Hear! 

For free Texas Travel information, ca/11 -800-8888 TEX Ext. RB 

vehicle of foodstuffs, equipment, 
the staff, and a child w ho was very 
ill w ith rheumatic heart disease. 

As we started up a long moun­
tain road, my thoughts focused on 
God 's provisions for my day. 

"Thank you Lord for this very 
special day. The experiences you 
provided for me to renew 
acquaintances with the Fulani in 
this village were far beyond that 
for which I could have hoped. 
Thank you for allowing me to 
meet the local Muslim religious 
leader and for providing us w ith 
an opportunity to interact as we 
traveled between compounds 
out among the hills while 
making the home visits. 

"Thank you that along with 
w riting a prescription for their 
medications, they also welcomed 
my prayer for the1n . Thank you 
for Hannah's good work as a 
v illage health promoter and her 
interest in providing good 
maternal child health care." 
Just then, the vehicle started 

making hissing sounds and came to 
a halt- it overheated. We contrib­
uted w hat remained of our drinking 
water, and after the engine cooled, 
we set off again . This process was 
repeated several times, as w e fi lled 
water from streams and springs. 
Finally we had to stop. 

As we sat in the dark on the 
deserted road, it was not easy to 
say, "Thank you Lord for allowing 
the vehicle to break down so you 
can continue to demonstrate your 
ability to care for all of our needs." 

The Lord did intervene and sent 
the last taxi of the evening so we 
could travel to Ndu to get help. We 
returned to Banso Baptist Hospital 
at midnight. 0 

Kntliy Kroll is 
n11 N .A.B. Co11-
fe r('//ce 111iss io11-
nry serving as n 
111edicn/ 1111rse/ 
111idwife nt 
Bn11so Baptist 
f-lospitn/ n11d 
1111rsi11;.; sd1on/ 
i11 Cni11eroo11 . 
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The Changing Music Scene 

"E ver since we joined 
this church nearly 

40 years ago, I've wished 
we could have a pipe 
organ," reflected Esther 
Webster longingly. "I thmk 
organ music adds so much 
to a worship service." 

"Maybe it's just as well 
we don't have one," con­
soled her friend. "I hear 
there is a serious shortage 
of church organists." 

"We have five worship 
services every weekend," 
explained the senior pastor 
of a very large church . 
"Those who have to work 
on Sundays and those w ho 
prefer a more informal ser­
vice in a sma ll-church a t­
mosphere with a piano for 
the instrumental accompa­
nist come to the 5 p.m. Sat­
urday service in our 
chapel. I preach there 
about eigh t times a year, 
but one of our other minis­
ters really 'owns' and de­
signs it. 

"We have an 8 a.m. Sun­
day service that attracts 
about 200 to 300 people. At 
9:.30 Sunday morning, we have a tra­
d1t1onal service with the organ in 
the ~anctuary and also a celebration 
service in the gymnasium wi th a 
keyboard, drums, and three or four 
stringed instruments for musical ac­
companiment. Each of those ser­
vices averages about 300 to 400. At 
11 a .m., we have a traditiona l ser­
vice in the sanctuary wi th a men's 
and boys' choru s. That's our big 
crowd. Lately we've been averaging 
nearly 600 at that service, thanks 
largely to the men's and boys' 
chorus." 

"We are experiencing a shortage 
of people who want to be church or­
ganists," conceded the minister of 
music in another large congrega-

20 BAPTIST HERALD 

by Lyle E. Schaller 

tion, "but the real shortage is vio lin­
ists. That's why so ma ny churches 
today have a band instead ." 

"When I came here three yea rs 
ago, I found a congregation that 
was growing older a nd smaller," ex­
plained the 33-year-old pastor. "I 
was the third or fo urth youngest 
adult in the room. After about six to 
eight months, I finally got permis­
sion to organ ize a youth service fo r 
ea rly Sunday morning. We ga th­
ered the young people w ho were be­
tween 16 and 20 years of age and 
made them the planning committee 
for that service. 

"A.tour third meeting, one of the 
kids brought in a copy of contempo­
rary Christia n music a nd a couple 

of albums of Chris tian 
rap. I had never heard of 
Christian rap music be­
fore. My id ea was to de­
s ign an ea rly service for 
teenagers and young 
adults around w hat I 
thought was contempo­
rary church music. These 
kids convinced me tha t a 
better way to begin 
would be to bring in a 
group for a Friday night 
concert of Christian rap 
music. 

"I went to four of my 
pillars for money to fund 
it, and they a ll told me 
they would do anything 
that would get the kids 
into church. As it turned 
out, we packed the sanc­
tuary, includ ing the bal­
cony, w ith the biggest 
crowd this church had ex­
perienced in at least 40 
years. The freewi ll offer­
ing more than covered all 
our costs, including the 
publicity a nd the fee fo r 
the group. The following 
Sunday, we had mo re 
than 200 here for tha t 

8:30 service, and it's been averaging 
between 165 and 180 ever since." 

"How did your people respond?" 
asked the vis itor. 

"In severa l ways," replied this 
pastor. "It helped tha t this is a theo­
logically conservative church, a nd 
as you may know, Chris tian rap is 
at the conservative end of the theo­
logical spectrum. 

"Some of our fo lks are happy be­
cause the combined attendance for 
the two services is higher now than 
anyone ca n remember. Several are 
unhappy because about three dozen 
people d~fected from our regu lar 11 
a .m. serv ice to the ea rly hour, but 
we've replaced them. We now aver­
age about 135 a t the second service. 

"One of the more interesting side 

effects is that the couple who now 
teach our high school Sunday 
school class have those kids busy 
setting the Psalms and some other 
key Bible passages to the rhythms 
of rap. These are used as memory 
verses in our fif th- and sixth-grade 
Sunday school class and with chil­
dren's clubs. These younger kids re­
ally love the rhythm of rap, and 
they compete w ith one another in 
how much they've memorized." 

"What do you use for a hynmal 
at that ea rly service?" was the next 
question. 

"We don't," quickly replied the 
pastor. "We have two overhead pro­
jectors, and we flash the words on 
two screen s on either side of the 
platform. That way the kids can 
smg w ith their heads up rather than 
with their chins in their chest." 

"Abou t three years ago, we de­
cid ed that one way to improve con­
gregational singing was to ~sk ?ur 
choir director to direct the smgmg 
of congregational hymns," ex­
plained ano ther pastor. "The second 
thing we d id was to supplement 
ou r o ld hymna ls with a new paper­
back that includes a lot of contem­
porary church m usic. Many of then• 
are easy to sing. 

"More recently, we have changed 
the sched ule so we begin by rehe~rs­
ing next week's opening hymn with 
the early arrivals. We follow that 
w ith the prelude, the welcome, ~ n­
nouncements, and ca ll to worship. 
Those three changes have grea tly n 
improved the qua lity, part1opat10 / 
enthusiasm, and vitality of our con­
grega tional singing." 

"Probably the most significai:t 
single cha nge I've introduced smce 
I came here four years ago was to 
bring in a different hymnal for the 
early service " reflected the 34-year-

' Id ongre-o ld pastor of a 103-year-o c 
gation . "When I came, they aver­
aged abou t 45 at the first service 
and a little more than 100 at 11 a.m. 
We can seat about 140 and another 
60 in the balcony. 

"My predecessor ini tia ted two 
d ti t when he services. Many hope 'a ' 

left the new minister would agree 
I 
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to go back to just one service. I 
didn't agree, and I suggested that 
we change from the second service 
being a carbon copy of the first, ex­
cept the choir sang at 11 a.m., to . 
making them two different worship 
experiences." 

"What was your first step"? in-
quired the visitor. . . 

"We decided to begin with 
music," explained the past~r. "Y!e 
continue to use our denorrunahonal 
hymnal, but we compiled ou~ own 
paperbound hymnal for the fi rst ser­
vice. The words for the first hymn 
in it were written by a longtin1e 
member as part of our centennial 
celebration. We use that as the open­
ing hymn at the early service on the 
first Sunday of every month. 

"We paid a little ~or~ than $800 
for our limited repnnt nghts for the 
other hymns and songs in that pa­
perback, so we can make as many 
copies as we need, but we canno~ 
sell or distribute them beyond tlus 
church. All but a half dozen songs 
were written since about 1965. The 
next step was to make that ~arly ser­
vice a more informal worsh1~ expe­
rience with a greater emphasis on 

Sl·c intercessory prayer, personal n<u , . 
1 

.. 
testimonies, and lay uwo ve1:ie:°t. 

"I thought churches had diffi­
culty attracting you ng ad ults to_ " 

ly ,..,,0 rship on Sunday mornmg, 
ear · · "I our observed the v1s1tor. assume y 
early service draws the younger . 
people and your later, more trad i­
tional service, draws the older 
folks?" 

"Not true!" corrected the pastor. 
"I'm sure the median ~ge of_ the 

d at 11 a m is a little lugher 
crow · · . 1 d "f 
1 t the first service, butt 1e 1 -t 1an a 

f Ce Would be only a few years. 
eren . · 1 

1 . 1,1y visible difference 1st 1at The 11g • 1 
ly Service now averages c ose the ear 

150 w hile at 11 a.m., we average 
to '120 A couple of dozen of the 
about · . 
re ulars at the early service 

g d their schedule to come at 
change d 1 when we change t w 
11a.m. ·f· d'ff . The most sigm ica nt I er­mus1c. 

l W ever is that the vast ma-
ence, 10 ' d t f . 't of new members, an mos o 
ion y le who worship with us, 
the peop l 

h Ven' t 1·oined con1e tot 1e but a ' 
11 Service Thanks to that new ear) · 

format, we've nearly doubled our 
total attendance on Sunday morn­
ing." 

"My hunch is it took more than a 
new paperback hymnal to double 
your attendance in fou r years," chal­
lenged the visitor. "I suspect your 
preaching, your competence, your 
energy, your creativity, and your 
leadership have been more influen­
tial than that new hymnal in what 
has happened here." 

"Well, maybe," conceded the pas­
tor modestly, "and I agree the new 
paperback hymnal was only the be­
ginning of several changes we've 
made, but a lot of credit has to be 
given to the longtime members here 
w ho have allowed a few of us to 
transform that fi rst service." 

Six Observations 
Concerning Church Music 

These illustrations, all taken from 
real life, lead to a half dozen obser­
vations. 

1) Radical changes are occurring 
in church music. 2) Music may be 
the most divisive single issue to sur­
face in recent years. 3) No one ap­
proach to music in the church can 
satisfy everyone. 4) The piano and 
organ are being joined by many 
o ther musical instruments in an in­
creasing number of churches. 
5) MTV may be the most influential 
single force in shaping the music 
preferences of people born after 
1965. 6) Music may be one, but only 
one, of several factors that deter­
mine which churches are most effec­
tive in reaching new generations of 
churchgoers. D 

Copyright © 1992 by Lyle£. Schnllcr, 
530 North Brni11nrd Street, Nnpcrvil/c, 
IL 60563-3199. 
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Whatever Happened 
to the Old-fasliioned 
Missionary Prayer Meeti 
by Dia ne Dadian 

The death of Alice Sowerby did 
not ma ke the six o'clock news. 

In fact, few in the city seemed 
aware of the 85-year-old woman's 
death. Traffic continued to move, 
and the stores stayed open. So w hy 
did I feel so shaken? For that 
matter, why were so many other 
missiona ries in the tiny chapel? 
And why did they look shaken, too? 

Many Canadians hold affection­
ate memories of some elderly 
rela tive, usually female, who often 
seemed in a hurry to get to prayer 
meetings where letters of an 
indescribable dullness would be 
read aloud. And, continues the fond 
recollection, this activity seemed 
attended only by geriatrics too 
malcontent to settle permanently a t 
the fron t window or the TV set. 

Alice was definitely in their 
number. She built her life around a 
multitude of prayer meetings. So­
ciety probably found her eccentric. 

But was she? I have come to 
think that it's the rest of us who are 
the truly eccentric-"off-centre"­
while just a few have stubborn ly 
remained close to the centre Him­
self, firmly focused on matters of 
eternal value. 

Missions are much on the hea rt 
of God, who sent His Son into the 
world to save humanity. C hristians 
are rooted in the belief that 
almighty God, for reasons of His 
own, cares about us. Most of us 
share some notion that God cares 
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about other people, too, even about 
those who have not heard of Him. 
In fact, most evangelicals believe in 
spreading the gospel to the lost, 
even if someone else actually d oes 
the spread ing. 

What concerns me is that some of 
the keenest, Bible-thumpingest, 
missionary-mindedest evangelicals 
never turn up at any form of mis­
sionary p rayer meeting, be it at 
church or one of the many special 
groups. Across Canada, mission 
representatives have reported the 
shrinking of prayer groups as 
members move on to heaven. 

Denis Lane of Overseas Mission­
ary Fellowship concluded recently 
that young Canadians are "too 
cowa rd ly to attend missionary 
prayer meetings." He noted that 
most who d o attend usually end up 
in overseas service; a young person 
capable of reserving one Friday 
night a month for prayer is also 
capable of following the Lord in 
other matters. Clearly, this is a risky 
activity. 

Not elderly enough, too busy, 
no t interested, too chicken-hearted 
-these are common reasons for 
shunning prayer meetings. My own 
suspicion is that missiona ry prayer 
meetings, associated as they are 
w ith elderly women with uneven 
hemlines, simp ly lack excitement in 
the eyes of today's more sophis ti­
cated churchgoers. 

How wrong they a re! 

Some of the mos t gripping and 
timely true stories in the world are 
found in missionary m eetings. For 
security reasons, many of these 
accounts w ill never be put into 
print, but they can be sha red 
priva tely in small groups. 

During the Persian Gulf war, 
many Ca nadians became news 
junkies, sitting blea ry-eyed in front 
of the television, watching CBC, 
CNN, and all the other initials, 
trying to keep up with events. Only 
a few people a t home took real 
action. 

We prayed earnestly in little 
groups across Canada for the 
believers trapped in Kuwait. We 
prayed for Christians d rafted into 
the Iraqi army and for their 
testimony to their fellow soldiers, 
knowing many would die soon. We 
remembered our brothers and sis­
ters in Israel as the Scuds bega n to 
fall. We upheld believers in Bagh­
dad during the bombing there, 
g rateful for C hristia n radio announ­
cers d ed icating progra ms to those 

in the bunkers, conveying our love 
and prayers . 

I can remember A lice's great 
whoop of joy w hen she heard re­
ports of the many souls w ho turned 
to Christ during that time. We all 
were moved by reports of answered 
prayer in the afflicted areas. 

We have seeri mountains moved . 
By faith, w e saw communism crum­
ble and even Albania open to truck­
load s of Scriptures. We have seen 
indigenous missionary societies rise 
u p w ithin the Soviet Union. We 
have seen God a t work in the world 
H e created. 

What if our meetings seem bor­
ing at fi rst glance? What if some 
missionary prayer le tters are 
wordy? We a re dealing with raw 
material, on-the-spot accoun ts of 
true happenings, often w ritten in 
haste. 

Whenever I m eet someone w ho 
is too young or too tired or too dull 
to come to prayer meeting, I re­
m ember Alice w is tfully. She would 
have known how to connect yester­
day's newspaper accounts o_f the_ 
Mt. Pina tubo volcanic erupt10ns m 
the Philippines with today's reports 
of tho usands of people finding the 
Lord in emergency shelters. She 
would have known how to call 
upon the Lord to protect these new­
born babes in Chris t. H ow she 
would have rejoiced. 

Come to think of it, Alice is 
rejoicing. And so are the an~els. But 
we need more "eccentric" remforce­
m ents down here, people w ho are 
no t a fra id to be in the minori ty at 
church. 0 

Din11e Dndin11 is tl1e editor of ll1e 
"Fellowsliip of Fnitli " prnyer b11 llefill ; 
slie lives i11 Toro11to. Tl1is nrticle first 
nppenred i11 /lie /n1111nry/ Fe/mtnry 1992 
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If We 
Do Not ... 
No One Will 

by Linda J. Weber 
women's m inis tries director 

O n every continent, women are 
struggling in many ways­

survival amids t war, starvation, 
violence, and d isease; striving to 
achieve emotional well-being and 
self-esteem amidst ill iteracy and 
poverty. All of these struggles are 
real and painful. Women need to 
support each other, care for each 
other, and minister to each other. 
If we do not, no one will. 

Every yea r, on tl~e first Mo~day 
in November, Baptist women m 
more than 200 countries, including 
more tha n 150 Baptist groups, 
gather in homes, churches, and 
other meeting places to pray for 
their Baptist sisters around the 

world. 
The Day of Prayer is sponsored 

b the Women's Department of the 
B~ptist World Alli_a nce and by the 
s ix continental umons tha t make up 
its membership. Our continental 
union is NABWU (North American 
Baptist Women's Union). Ea~h con­
tinental union alternately wntes the 
program for the Day of Prarer. The 
program is then transla ted mto 
more tha n 200 languages and 
dia lects. 

The Day of Prayer offering is the 
most important project of the six 
continental unions. Our offerings 
combine with those of other unions 
to meet women's need s worldwid e, 
sup porting special projects fo~ 
relief, education, and evangehza-

tion, as well as the administrative 
needs of the Women' s Department 
of the Ba ptist World Alliance. 

It may be tempting to "not 
bother" to plan the Day of Prayer, 
yet Christ's mandate for us is to" .. . 
pray without ceasing .. . " If we do 
not, no one w ill. You may choose to 
join women from o ther Baptist 
churches nearby and plan a joint 
Day of Prayer; or you may include 
the entire congrega tion. If you 
cannot join together in a group, 
make copies of the Day of Prayer 
program and p ray individually. 0 

MINISTRY IDEAS 

How to Pray for Missionaries 

Pray for 

• health in body and soul 
compatibility w ith coworkers 

• understanding of the culture 
• proficiency in the use of the 

language 
• their family home life 
• their children's schooling 

needs 
• discipline in devotional life 
• protection from Satanic 

attack 

(adapted from 1992 WMF Program 
Resource) 
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Praise God for people 
receiving Christ as Savior 
and for His growing 
church 

• GEORGE, IA. Pastor 
Michael DeLong baptized 
four persons in the Little 
Rock River at the closing ser­
vice of the weekend celebrat­
ing 100 years of ministry of 
First Baptist Church. 

• MARTIN, ND. The Rev. 
David Soldner baptized fi ve 
youth and welcomed them 
into the fellowship of Martin 
Baptist Church.- Viola Fiesel 

• PORTLAND, OR. Two 
women-an 83-year-old and 
an 85-year-old-were bap­
tized a t Glencullen Baptist 
Church by Pastor Jason Haas 
who had led them to the 
Lord. One had never been to 
church before, and the other 
was an inactive Mormon who 
lived across from the Baptist 
church for years. 

• WINNIPEG, MB. The Rev. 
Bryan Hochhalter baptized 
th ree young people at Rowan­
dale Baptist Church. One 
youth tes tified that being a 
part of the Christmas musica l 
contributed to the process of 
making a decision for Christ. 

"This baptismal service 
convinced a young couple to 
make a public stand to follow 
the Lord, so Pastor Hochhal­
ter ba ptized them three 
weeks later," reports Miss 
Helga Kah ler. 

• RAPID CITY, SD. The Rev. 
Ralph Cooke, interim pastor 
of South Canyon Baptist 
Church, baptized six youth, 
welcoming them and six 
adults into the fellowship of 
the Church.-Warrrla Decker 
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• WINNIPEG, MB. McDer­
mot Ave. Baptist Church held 
a baptismal service a t Lake 
Nutimik Baptist Camp in con­
junction with the congrega­
tion's annual Camp Sunday. 
Dr. john Hisel is the senior 
pastor.-Maria Rogalski 

• LODI, CA. Temple Baptist 
Church has seen many good 
things happen during the 
yea r. "Our attendance and 
giving are up, and that is 
encouraging," reports Pastor 
Lee Hamby. "We have 
wi tnessed 60 baptisms, 
welcomed 60 new adult 
members, and 53 student 
members.·· 

• SILVERDALE, WA. The 
Rev. Rainer Kunz, church 
planter of West Sound Com­
munity Church, baptized 
seven people in the Hood 
Canal. 

• DEVON, AB. Pastor/ 
Church Planter Larry Froese 
baptized seven people and 
welcomed several others into 
the fe llowship of Riverside 
Baptist Church. 

200 people at T emple 
make decision to witness 

• LODI, CA. More than 200 
people committed themselves 
to reach friends for Christ 
this yea r through the Ken 
Poure meetings and a concert 
wi th Nielsen and Young 
piano d uo at Temple Baptist 
Church. 

Three slots were sched­
uled for people to choose a 
time to view and d iscuss the 
video, "For Love of Pete ... 
'T his is an insightfu l look a t 
the opportunities and prob­
lems involved in sharing our 
fa ith with fri ends," says Pas­
tor Lee 1 lamby. 

South Canyon youth 
witness a t State Fair 

• RAPID CITY, SD. South 
Canyon Baptist Church 
youth and Associate Youth 
Pastor John Druckmiller with 
his wife, Angie, ministered 
together with C.E.F. d irectors 
Gordon and Suzette Smith at 
the Central States Fair. 

"Hund reds of boys and 
girls came to our booth and 
heard the Gospel resul ting in 
more than 200 youth receiv­
ing Jesus Christ as their Sav­
ior," reports Wanda Decker. 
The Rev. Ralph Cooke is in­
terim pas tor. 

Yorkton parents 
de dicate children 

• YORKTON, SK. A child 
ded ication service was held 
a t Heri tage Baptist Church 
for three young sisters and 
their infa nt brother. The Rev. 
Robert Sandford is pastor. 
-Hertha Rowrle11 

Flower Mound Church 
and YMCA work together 
to reach youth 

• FLOWER MOUND, TX. 
CrossTimbers Baptist Church 
received permission to run an 
AWANA program in the 
YMCA facili ty as well as to 
promote it through the 
YMCA mai lings and promo­
tional materia ls. The YMCA 
has commi tted the ful l faci li ty 

Faith church 
recognizes missionaries 

• MINNEAPO LIS, MN. 
Faith Baptist Church wel­
comed home Missionaries 
je rry and Monie Flu th and 
thei r son, Kevin, from three 
years of service in Cameroon. 

The Church a lso held a 
farewell service for Mission­
aries Douglas and Sharon 
Woyke, who worshipped and 
served wi th the Church dur­
ing their home assignment. 
The Rev. Harvey Mehlhaff is 
the pastor.-A1111c Krue8el 

at no cost for the Church to 
use each Saturday night after 
6 p.m. on an on-going basis. 

The Church p lans to start 
this January-May progra m in 
January 1993. 

Financial gift · 
makes ministry poss ible 
in Gillette 

• GILLETTE, WY. In a fi ve 
month period, 30 young peo­
p le received Christ as their 
Savior a t Gillette Baptist 
Church. They were part of a 
group of mo re than 90 chil­
dren who were ministered to 
th rough a children's club min­
istry each week. 

"More than 20 adult and 
teenage leaders / helpers fa ith­
fully worked together to 
make this all possible," says 
Pastor Paul Humphrey. The 
Church thanks the Central 
Dakota-Montana Associa tion 
for the generous financial gift 
that helped to fund this 
ministry. 

McDermot parents 
d edica te n ewborns 

• WINN IPEG, MB. Four cou­
p les presented their newborns 
to the Lord at a dedica tion ser­
vice a t McDermot Ave. Bap­
tist Church. Dr. John Hisel 
and the Rev. Werner Dietrich 
are the pastors, and Brian 
Cooper is youth pastor. 
- Maria Rogalski 

Tee ns report 
on mission trip 

• MINNEAPO LIS, MN. 
Seven teens of Faith Bap tist 
Church reported on their mis­
sion trip to Sou th Texas with 
other you th from the Minne­
sota/ La Crosse Association. 

The young people worked 
in a Bible school a t La Ig lesia 
Bautista Centra l Church a t 
Ed inburg and distributed ou t­
reach li terature for the South 
Austin Fellowship Church. 
The Rev. Ha rry Anderson is 
youth pastor. 

Zeebshonoredfor20 
years of service 

• COLUMBUS, NE. At the 
annual sessions of the South­
western Association that met 
in Columbus, NE, the d ele­
gates and visitors honored 
the Rev. Milton and Mrs. 
Alice Zeeb. He marks 20 
years of service as South 
Cen tral Area Minister. 

Lans ing youth 
build fire ring 

• LANSING, MI. Under the 
direction of youth leaders, 
Mark and Janet Ten Hove, 15 
youth and adults from 
Colonial Village Baptist 
Church built a new stone 
fire ring and seating for 116 
persons a t Brook Cheri th 
Camp in Pierson, Ml. 

After the fire ring was 
built, the you th spent a week 
a t the camp digging holes for 
the supports, cutting lumber, 
assembling the benches, then 
secu ring them wi th concrete. 
The Rev. Donald Ki rkland is 
pastor, and Randy Morgan is 
the associate pastor. 

Shakopee youth 
plan to serve 

· • SHAKOPEE, MN. "Do you 
have a project around the 
house that you could use 
help w ith? Would you enjoy 
a monthly visit from our 
teens?" 

This fall , beginning Sep­
tember 16, the jun ior and 
senior hi gh young people of 
Shakopee Baptist Church are 
spend ing Wed nesday nights 
serving Christ through 

service to His people in the 
Shakopee area. 

Southwes tern 
Association holds 
annual meeting 

• COLUMBUS, NE. First 
Baptist, Shell Creek Baptist, 
and Creston Baptist 
Churches hosted the 20th an­
nual Southwestern Associa­
tion meeting, July 10-1 2. 

The Rev. Ron Klassen, di­
rector of Ru ral Home Mission 
Association, and Dr. Richard 
Houts, N.A.B. Seminary, 
Sioux Fa lls, SD, served as 
guest speakers with Dan . 
Grueneich providing a musi­
cal concert. The Reverends 
Ron Klassen, Marlin Mohr­
man, Gary DeWeese, Dr. 
Houts, and Dr. and Mrs. Den­
nis Palmer presented work­
shops. Gord on Zoschke led 
the business sessions. 

Special recognition was 
g iven to Mr. Arlen Ja1~ssen, 
Lorraine, KS, for serving 
more than 15 years as Associ­
a tion treasurer.-Elai11e Strobel 

South Canyon sponsors 
men's conference 

• RAPID CITY, SD. In Sep­
tember, South Canyon Bap­
tist Church sponsored "Dad, 
the Family Shepherd" Men's 
Conference, which was open 
to the community. 

"With the breakup of fa mi­
lies, men are encouraged to 
be better husbands and fa­
thers taking their responsibili­
ties as the head of the home," 
reports Wanda Decker. The 
Rev. Ralph Cooke is interim 
pastor. 

Hamilton Church serves 

• HAMIL TON, ON. The se­
nior youth groups of Hai:'il­
ton, Kitchener, St. Ca thannes, 
and Toronto Baptist churches 
take turns hosti ng get-togeth­
ers once-a-month. 

The College and Ca.reer 
group of Mission Baptist 
Church enjoy campmg,. and. 
w hile there, spending ti me 111 

God's Word. 
Members of the Church 

are collecting groceries and 
clothes for the city mission. 
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"Due to our social problems 
in Hamilton, it seems that the 
number of people using the 
city mission is growing," re­
ports Irene Noack. 

The WMF of the Church 
sold hand made craft items in 
shopping malls and used the 
proceeds for mission projects. 
The women also have a bake 
sale and fund raising lunch at 
the Church. The Rev. Walter 
K. Schroedter is the pastor. 

Rowandale church holds 
commissioning service 

• WINNIPEG, MB. Area 
Minister Jake Leverette spoke 
a t a commissioning service at 
Rowandale Baptist Church 
for Karen Wegner, short-term 
missionary assigned to Hill­
crest School, jos, Nigeria, and 
the Rev. and Mrs. Gottfried 
Schalm, also to Nigeria. 

(Karen Wegner continues to 
wait for a visa to enter Nige­
ria along with other recently 
appointed N.A.B. Conference 
missionaries to Nigeria). For­
mer pastor and wife of 
Rowandale, the Rev. and Mrs. 
Bryan Hochhalter, were c~m­
missioned to church p lantmg 
in Calgary, AB.- He/ga Kahler 

Greenvine church 
recognized for 130 years 

• BURTON, TX. At theses­
sions of the Southern Associa­
tion Churches, Area Minister 
Milton Zeeb p resented a 
plaque to members of the 
Green vine Baptist Church for 
its 130 years of service and 
outreach. The Church was 
organized in 1861 by Pastor 
Frank Kiefer. The Rev. Don­
ald Mashburn is the pastor. 
-Frankli11 Effe11berger 

CALLED TO WORSHIP I 
Seniors choir 
presents musicals 

• BISMARCK, ND. The Se­
nior Saints Choir, under the 
d irection of Associa te Pastor 
Bill Keple of Bismarck Baptist 
Church presented musicals 
not only at the Church but 
also at the Senior Citizens' 
Center, the Baptist Home, 
and the 50s Plus Camp at 
Crystal Springs. 

"This choir ministry is an 
encouragement to the choir 
members in that they have 
talents that can sti ll be used 
to share their faith," says 
Keple. The Rev. Ed Bartel is 
the senior pastor. 

Shakopee church changes 
evening service format 

• SHAKOPEE, MN. On Sun­
day evening, September 13, 
the last night of Shakopee 
Baptist Church's d iscipleship 

conference, the Church 
started new weekly Sunday 
evening celebra tions. 

The first service included 
a time of music, worship, and 
reflective prayer in a concert 
of prayer. The next Sunday 
evening, the film, "Seeds of 
the Harvest," was shown. Tes­
timony time, praise, and cele­
bra tion of the Lord 's table 
were elements of the last Sun­
day in September's service. 

On October 4, a "Praise 
Gathering" including music, 
testimonies, the celebration of 
baptism, and the receiving of 
new people into the Church 
ministry, was observed . 

Hamilton church 
continues bilingual 
m inistry 

• H AMIL TON, ON. Mission 
Baptist Church continues to 
have two worship services­
one in German and the other 
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in English . The evening ser­
vices alterna te between En­
glish and German. For spe­
cial services, the two congre­
gations meet together. 

The Church has a choir for 
mixed voices and a choir for 
ladies' voices and instru­
ments. These choirs sing in 
both languages. The Rev. 
Walter K. Schroedter is the 
pastor.- lrene Noack 

South Canyon church 
im p lements care g roups 

• RAPID CITY, SD. South 
Canyon Baptist Church has 
implemented Deacon Care 
groups, Home Care groups, 
and Fellowship Dinner 
groups. These care groups 
encourage people to share 
needs, help people in need, 
and fellowship with one 
another. The Rev. Ra lph 
Cooke is interim pastor. 
-Wanda Decker 

Oakridge youth 
participate in 
planned famine 

• ST. JOSEPH, Ml. Twelve 
youth from Oakridge Baptist 
Church earned more than 
$1,000 by going throug h a 
'"famine'" for 30 hours. The 
youth, participating in a 
nationwide "planned famine,'" 

McDerrnot ministers to 
international students 

• WINNIPEG, MB. Interna­
tional students meet Sunday 
mornings at McDermot Ave. 
Baptist Chu rch for Sunday 
School and fellowship with 
members of the congregation. 
Recently, a picnic was held 
for the students. Dr. john 
Hisel is the senior pastor. 
- Marin Rogalski 

received the money from sup­
porters who pledged financia l 
support for each hour the 
youth went without food. 

"We learned about the 
plight of the hungry, '" says 
Youth Pastor Michael Her­
nandez. "The amount we re­
ceived wi ll be helpful in pro­
vid ing food to need y families 
in Third World countries." 

During the '"famine,'" the 
youth saw severa l presenta­
tions on hunge~ sang song~ 
and shared their feelings 
about going for a fu ll day 
w ithou t food . 

"Aside from being with 
our friends and enjoying their 
company, we went without 
food to get an idea of what 
the people in countries who 
d on' t have enough food 
would feel," says Dave Mi les. 
The Rev. Floyd Robinson is 
the senior pasto r. 

COMMITTED TO GIVE 

Mc Dermot church 
breaks ground for 
multi-purpose centre 

• WINNIPEG, MB. The con­
gregation of McDermot Ave. 
Baptist Church assembled for 
a worship and groundbrea k­
ing service. More than half of 
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the needed fund s has been 
ra ised , and construction is to 
begin soon for the proposed 
multi-purpose Christian Life 
Centre. 

Senior Pastor Dr. john 
I lisel gave the challenge on 
the proper fou ndation and 
method of building based on 

I Corinthians 3:10-17. Then 
the congregation met at the 
building site to witness the 
ground breaking by both pas­
tors, the architect / contractor, 
and the Building and Plan­
ning Committee. 

•PLEVNA, MT. Fi rst Baptist 
Church celebrated its 75th an­
niversary July 11-12, w ith 283 
members, former pastors, 
and fr iends. Pastor Bob 
Burkle, Corn, OK, spoke. For­
mer pastors attend ing were 
the Rev. and Mrs. Bob Burkle, 
Corn, OK; Rev. and Mrs. Ed­
ward Kopf, Napoleon, ND; 
Rev. and Mrs. Henry Lang, 
Avon, SD; Rev. Dick 
Lawrenz, Sheboygan, WI; 
Rev. and Mrs. Herbert Vet ter, 
Spearfish, SD; Rev. and Mrs. 
R.H. Zepik, Bismarck, ND; 
and pastor's wife, Mrs. Betty 
Beuttler, Lodi, CA. 

The Rev. Martin Schmidt 
is the pastor.-Betty Kus/er 

• HUNTER, KS. The ladies 
of the Bethany Baptist 
Church Mission Circle cele­
brated their 71st anniversary 
w ith gues t spea ker, Myrtle 
Wirth Meacham, Lorra ine, 
KS. She sha red memories of 
growing up in Bethany Bap­
tist Church. The Rev. An­
thony Dickerson is the pas­
tor.-C/arn Dressler 

• KYLE, TX. The WMF of 
Immanuel Baptist Chu rch cel­
ebrated its 95th anniversary 
by presenting a pagea nt fea­
turing the past, presen t, and 
future of the organiza tion. 

"The Church dedicated this 
project to the g lory of God 
and the proclamation of the 
gospel, committing to unity in 
faith, fellowship, and pur­
pose," reports Maria Rogalski. 

The women's group, 
organized in 1897, serves the 
cause of missions and 
supports missionaries. 

"Esther Lengefeld, Dorene 
Losh, and Ruby Wiegand 
represent the third generation 
and Linda Schmeltekopf the 
fourth generation in their 
fa milies to be members of the 
WMF," reports Frances Cobb. 
The Rev. Robert Weiss is the 
pastor. 

• CRESTON, BC. Creston 
Baptist Church celebrated its 
25th anniversary in June wi th 
200 members and friends. 
Among the guest spea kers 
were Pastor Percy Keith; 
form er Pastors Fred Moore 
and Norman Dreger; Pastor 
Mark Morris, Camrose, AB; 
and the Rev. Charles Littman, 
area minister.-Margaret 
f oh11so11 

• SASKATOON, SK. Silver­
wood Baptist Church cele­
brates its 10th anniversary on 
October 25. The Rev. Michael 
Goethe is the pastor. 

• WI LSONVILLE, OR. Staf­
ford Baptist Church cele­
brated its 100th an niversary 
Oct. 2, 1992, w ith a Gospel 
Sing, specia l celebration ser­
vice, and banquet.-De11ise 
Cha111berlni11 

Wedding Anniversaries · 

• The Rev. Aaron and Mrs. 
Dorothy Buhle r, First Ba ptist 
Church, Lodi, CA, celebrated 
thei r SOth wedding anniver­
sary with fami ly, July 25, 
1992. 

• Mr. and Mrs. Elmer 
Wambold, Tem ple Baptist 
Church, Led uc, AB, cele-

brated their SOth wedding 
anni versa ry wi th friends and 
fam ily. 

• The Rev. and M rs. Alfred 
Weisser, Trinity Baptist 
Church, Sioux Falls, SD, cele­
brated thei r 60th wedding 
anniversary with friends and 
fam ily, July IJ, 1992. 

• ROSALIA BAUDER (93), Portland, 
OR; born in Klek, Hungary; died July 
23, 1992; active member, gift of hospital­
ity, Trinity Baptist Church, Portland, 
OR; p redeceased by husband, Jacob; 
son, Dr. George Bauder; daughter, 
Rosalia (Mrs. Robert) Cahill; survived 
by two sons: Rudy M., Sr. (Florence), St. 
Helens; Ernest (Lorraine), Sudbury, 
MA; son-in-law, the Rev. Robert Cahill, 
Avenal, CA; two sisters; one brother; 13 
grandch ildren; 14 great-grandchildren; 
two g reat, great-grandchildren; Dr. Don­
ald Richter a nd the Rev. Rudy Bauder, 
Jr., pastors, funeral service. 

• MIL TON THEODORE HEPPERLE 
(35), San Francisco, CA, formerly of 
Plevna, MT; born Sept. 16, 1956, in 
Butte, MT, to Ted and Darlene Follmer 
Hepperle; died May 21, 1992; former 
member, Firs t Baptist Church, Plevna, 
MT; active member of Presido Bible 
Church, CA; survived by his wife, 
Linda; h is parents, Ted and Darlene, 
Plevna; one brother, Dean; grand­
mother, Otti lia Follmer; the Reverends 
Martin Schmidt and Darrell Losing, 
pastors, funeral service. 

• GEORGE HUETHER, JR. (78), Baker, 
MT; born Feb. 20, 1914, to George and 
Pau line H uether in Wessington Springs, 
SD; died June 13, 1992; married Hulda 
Sie ler, Nov. 14, 1935, in Plevna, MT; pre­
d eceased by twin sons, one daughter, 
Irene, one brother, Walter; survived by 
his wife, Hulda, Baker, MT; four sons: 
Arnold, Wilbaux, MT; Victor, Rapid 
City, SD; David , Miles City, MT; Spen­
cer, Ekalaka, MT; two brothers: Henry 
Jr. and Albert; two sisters : Mary Kassian 
and Helen Uribe; seven grandchildren; 
the Rev. Martin Schmidt, pastor, funeral 
service. 

• PAUL LEONARD LEUSCHNER 
(85), Vista, CA; born Aug. 11 , 1906, to 
the Rev. Max and Emma Leuschner; 
d ied July 4, 1992; married Lydia Vase!, 
Sept. 18, 1962, who p redeceased him, 
July 14, 1990; spent most of his life on 
the fam ily ora nge grove in Anaheim, 
CA, u ntil the property was divided with 
part d onated as the site of Magnolia 
Baptist Church; survived by his 
nephew, Ronald, son of Martin L. 
Leuschner, long-time edi tor of the 
Baptist Herald; the Rev. Rick Koole, 
pasto r, funeral service. 

•MARY PATZER (85), Nokomis, SK; 
born Oct. 21, 1906, to Peter and Kather­
ine Schmunk in Schwab, Russia; died 
July 23, 1992; married David Patzer in 
1933; fa ith fu l member, Nokomis (SK) 

Baptist Church; predeceased by her hus­
band, David in 1986, two sisters, and 
one brother; survived by two daughters: 
Lila (Horst) Ross and Ida (Darold) 
Graves; one son, Albert (Marianne); one 
sister, Amy; five grandchildren; three 
step-grandchildren; seven step-great 
grandchildren; the Rev. Graham Kem, 
pastor, funeral service. 

• EMIL SAYLER (86), Ashley, ND; 
born Feb. 9, 1906, at Venturia, ND, to 
Andrew and Christina (Stoebn~r) 
Sayler; died April 9, 1992; marned. 
Idalia Wiedmann, Jun_e 1, 1933; active 
member, Ashley Baptist Church; sur- . 
vived by his wife, Idalia; two sons: Milo, 
Minot, ND; Jerome, East Grand Forks, 
ND; one d aughter, Marilyn Boyle, 
Papillion, NE; three brothers: Edward, 
Otto, Arthur; two sisters: Lyd1_a Heer 
and Ella Wahl; seven grandchild ren; 
four great-grandchildren; three step­
grand children; the Rev. Gordon 
Voegele, pastor, funeral service. 

• DR. ROBERT SCHMIDT (77),. Wal­
ton NY· born Feb. 3, 1915, to Julius and 
Mati lda' Lithe Schmidt, in Munson,. PA; 
died May 26, 1992; married Ge:ald111e 
Noldt in l942; member, Troy First B~p­
tist Church; graduate of N.A.B. Semi­
nary of Rochester in 1942; served 
churches in North and South Dakota 
and Iowa; professor, Minot State, r:-iD; 
University of Evansville, IN; Morn_s Har­
vey College, Charleston, WV; survived 
by his wife, Ger~ldine; daughter, J.oy.ce _ 
Hafele, Downsville, NY; two sons. Rich 
ard, Racine, WI; Neil, Blackburg, VA; 
three sisters: Ruby Bishop, Freida 
Petruske, Dorothy Linder; t~e Rev. Paul 
Cronin, pastor, funeral service. 

• REV. EMANUEL WOLFF (87), 
Salem, OR; born Eureka, SD, June 30, 
1905; died July 18, 1992; married Edythe 
Mae Quant, June 10, 1933; 1933 g: adu­
ate North American Baptist Semmary; 
ser~ed as pastor of Calvary Baptist 
Church, Bethlehem, PA, 1933-1938; 
Dayton's Bluff Baptist Church, St. Paul, 
MN, 1938-1943; White Ave. Baptist 
Church, Cleveland, OH, 1943-1947; Salt 
Creek Baptist Church, Dallas, OR, 1947-
1954; Oak St. Baptist Church, Burling­
ton, IA, 1954-1959; Union Ba ptist .. 
Church, Arnold, PA, 1962-1964; Tnmty 
Baptist Church, Sioux Falls, SD, 1964-
1967· Eastern District Secretary, N.A.B. 
Conference, 1959-1962; chaplain, Baptist 
Home, Bismarck, ND, 1967-1971; sur­
vived by his wife, Edythe; daugl~ter, 
Shirley M. Radke, Salem; three sisters: 
Ella Biel, Ida Goehring, and Irene Trefz; 

The Office of the Public Trustee 
of the Province of Manitoba is 
attemp ting to locate any living 
rela tives of the la te Alfred Buss, 
born July 23, 1933, and deceased 
March 11, 1990. 

The following individ uals were 
known to be his siblings: Assuph 
(1925); Ruth (1926); Elsie or Velda 
(1930); Marth a (1932); Annie (1935); 
Adolf (1939); an d Abner William 
(1941). (Oates in parenthesis are yen rs of 
birth .) 

If you have information as to the 
presen t residence of an y of the 
above, please con tact Ms. S.G. Kihn, 
The Public Trustee, 13th Floor, 
Woodsworth Building, 405 Broad­
way, Winnipeg, MB, R3C 3L6 or 
phone (204) 945-2713. 

CHOIR ROBES FOR SALE 
50 beige with rust trim choir 

gowns in excellent condition. For 
viewing or more information, contact 
Rob Gowing, minister of music and 
worship, Grace Baptist Church, 2670 
Radcliffe Dr. SW, Calgary, AB, 
T2A 7M2. Phone (403) 235-3636. 

three grandchildren; two great-gra.nd­
child ren; the Reverends Perry Kalhs, 
LeRoy Schauer, and Wally Kroguletz, 
pastors, funeral service. 

• REV . GERHARD P. GEBAUER (92), 
Evergreen Home, White Rock, BC; born 
Sept. 15, 1899, to Paul and Anna 
Gebauer, in Wuestegiersdorf, Germany; 
died July 14, 1992; married Johann.a 
Hanauske, Sept. 17, 1929; worked 111 the 
office of the German Baptist Mission of 
Cameroon; served in the army during 
WWI; ordained in 1947 at Baptist 
Church, Luneburg, Germany, where he 
served as pastor from 1947 until he 
immigrated to Canada in 1953; pastor: 
Bethany Baptist Church, Vancouver, 
BC, 1953-56; founding pastor: Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Vancouver, 1956-65; 
Pilgrim Baptist Churc.h, Vancouv~r, 
1965 until reti rement 111 1974; dunng 
retirement he ministered at Bethany_ 
Baptist, Vancouver, and Grace Baptist, 
Kelowna; predeceased by two daug~­
ters; survived by his wife, Jo~anna; tour 
daughters: Hanna, Karin, Remhild, and 
Gabriele Uerry); one son, Roland 
(Hanni); 14 grandchildren; nine great 
grandchildren; one brother, Martm; 
three sisters: Anni Berger, Magdalene 
Schirrmann, Elfriede Schuette\; sister-in­
law, Klara; the Rev. Richard Hohensee, 
pastor, funera l service. 
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Reviewing Your Estate Plan 

M ost inform ation wr itten 
about estate planning is 

geared to the individual w ho has no 
estate p la n . Therefore, we often 
think that once we have signed our 
wills or planned ou r estates, we can 
forget about them. 

But this is not true. Estate 
pla nning is a continuing process. 

The following checklist w ill help 
you determine whether or not you 
need to review your estate plan. 
Please take a m in u te to a nswer 
these questions . 

1. When you established your 
presen t estate plan, did you 
realize that God was the owner 
of all, and was your estate pla n 
designed und er the direction of 
the Holy Spirit? 

D Yes ONo 

2. Do you have a durable power of 
attorney to m anage property in 
case of incompetency prior to 
death? 0 Yes 0 No 

3. Has your estate p lan been 
reviewed within the last three 
yea rs? 0 Yes 0 No 

4. Do you have a le tter of instruc· 
tions for the distribution of 
household goods and personal 
effects? 0 Yes D No 

5. Have you considered the many 
advantages of a living trus t? 

OYes ONo 

6. Have there been su bstantial 
changes in people, property, or 
plans for your esta te? 

OYes ONo 

7. Have you d one everyth ing 
possible to avoid interpersonal 
confl icts among fami ly 
m embers? 0 Yes 0 No 

8. Is the ownership of you r prop­
erty coordinated w ith your 
es ta te d ocuments? 

OYes ONo 

o Have you provided for g uard­
ianship and property manage­
m ent for mi nor children? 

D Yes ONo 

·---- ------- ------------ --- --- --- ---- -------- -------- ---- ---- -- -- ---- --- ----- --' ' 

O YES! Please send me a free Will and Trust Planning 
Guide. I understand that there is no obligation. 

Please indicate if 0 Your estate is more th an $600,000, or 

0 You own your own business. 
N ame _________________________ _ 

Address ______________________ _ 
C ity _ __________ State/Prov. ___ Cod e ____ _ 
Phone : Daytime ( Evening ( ) _ ____ _ 
Birthdate _ _ _ _ ___ _ _ Spouse's b irthdate 

Mnil to Or. Co11sta11ti110 Salios, North American Baptist Conference 
1 So. 210 S11m111il Ave. , Oakbrook Terrace, IL 601 81-3994 

Pho11e: (708) 495-2000; Fnx: (708) 495-3301 

' 

-------------- ----- ----- ------ -------- ------- --- ---------- ---------------- ---1 
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10. Are you totally comfortable with 
your exis ting estate plan? 

OYes ONo 

If you answered "no" to a ny of 
the above quest ions, it's important 
tha t your estate p lan be reviewed. 

How Do I Review 
My Estate Plan? 

The review of your estate p lan 
will follow much the sa m e process 
followed when you created your 
o rig ina l estate plan. Many 
ind ividuals have found the m ate rial 
our staff has designed to assist our 
frie nds in the estate planning 
process, to be just as va luable in the 
review of their estate plans. 

We have prepa red a sp ecial Will 
a n d T rus t P la nning G uide, w hich 
includes information and guidelines 
for the es tate pla n ning process, a nd 
a n inventory form w hich can be 
u til ized to list the data on your 
peop le, property, and pla ns . 

We would like to make a copy 
avai lable to you a t no cost and no 
obligation . If this can be of value to 
you, plea se w rite for your free copy 
today . U 

Ministerial Changes 
• Mr. Brian Mullins to associate 
pastor, Whitehaven Road Baptist 
Church, Grand Island, NY. 

• The Rev. Dwayne Turner from 
pastor, Southfield Memorial Baptist 
Church, Southfield, Ml, to pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Bellwood, IL, effective 
Sept. 1, 1992. 
• M r. Norm Poehlke to pas tor, College 
Heights Baptist Church, Prince George, 
BC, Sept. 1, 1992. 
• The Rev. Jim Black from missionary, 
Nigeria, to pastor, Pilgri m Baptist 
Church, Vancouver, BC, Oct. 1, 1992. 

• The Rev. Erwin Babbel from part­
time German language pastor, Ridge­
wood Baptist Church, Brookfield, WI, to 
pa rt-time German language pastor, 
Humbervale Park Baptist Church, 
Toronto, ON, effect ive Oct. 1, 1992. 

• Mr. Douglas Snyder to associate 
pastor, new church planting project, 
Country Hills Community Church, 
Calga ry, AB, effective Sept. 1, 1992. 

• The Rev. Fred M artin from pastor, 
Fa ith Baptist Church, Hillsboro, OR, 
effective July 26, 1992. 
• The Rev. Elton Kirstein to in teri m 
pastor, West Center Street Baptist 
Church, Madison, SD. 
• Rev. Don Schmid from pastor, First 
Baptis t Church, Mercer, ND, to pastor, 
Bethel Baptist Church, Harvey, ND, 
effective Sept. 13, 1992. 
• The Ma rtin Baptist Church, Martin, 
ND, held a farewell dinner for the Rev. 
David Soldner family on Aug. 16, 1992. 
A program followed the fe llowship din­
ner, and gifts of appreciation were pr<;­
sented to the Soldner fami ly. Soldner 1s 
now church plan ter at Christ Commu­
nity Church, formerly Chn st Church­
Bnptist, West Des Mo111es, IA. 

Recognit ions 
• Chaplain (L TC) LeRoy Kiemele 
from commnnd chaplain, U.S. Army 
Garrison- Panama, to installa tion chap­
lain and pastor to the Prc_:> testant pro­
gram, White Sands Missile Rang~, 
White Sands, New Mexico, effective 
J\ug. 15, 1992. Chaplain Kie_mele re­
ceived the Meritorious Service Medal, 
4lh Oak Leaf Cluster in July 1992. He 
has completed 17 years of active duty 
with the Army. 
• Chaplain (LTC) John W . Hoffmann 
(J\rmy Reserve) received the Army 
Commendation Meda_I (ARCOM_) for 
meritorious service vv1th d1st111 ct1on 111 
support of combat opera tions as the 
Bngade Chaplain in Opera hon Des_ert 
Storm; ARCOM, (1 st Oa~ Leaf Cl~ ster), 
for exceptionally mentonnus achieve-

ment as Team Leader, Disaster Assist­
ance Logistics Information System 
(DA LIS), in the development and 
testing of a logistics database for use by 
human services agencies; Humanitarian 
Service Medal, Joint Meritorious Unit 
Award; and Kuwait Liberation Medal. 

From January through March, Chap­
lain John Hoffmann was in the former 
Soviet Union as an independent con­
tractor with the State Department. He 
established the distribution and moni­
toring plan for a ll U.S. humanitarian aid 
to Turkmenistan. In May, he partici­
pated in Ocean Venture '92, a joint 
service exercise, fill ing in for the 82nd 
Division (Airborne) Chaplain. 

Church Anniversaries 
• The following churches celebrate an­
niversaries in October: 10th anniver­
sary, Silverwood Baptist Church, 
Saskatoon, SK, Oct. 25, 1992; 90th 
anniversary, Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Portland, OR, Oct. 18, 1992; 100th 
anniversary, Stafford Baptist Church, 
Wilsonville, OR, Oct. 2-4, 1992. 

Transitions 
• The Rev. James Porterfield, 60, 
pastor, Washburn Baptist Church, ND, 
d ied in his sleep, Aug. 29, 1992. He 

served as pastor of the following 
churches: Pymatuning Community, 
Williamsfield, OH; Bazetta Baptist, 
Warren, OH; Bethel Baptist, Jefferson, 
OH; First Baptist, Mcintosh, SD; Isabel 
Baptist, SD; and Washburn Baptist, ND. 

• The Rev. Charles Feeney, 35, church 
planter, Crossroads Baptist Church, 
Fairfield, CA, was ki lled instantly in an 
au tomobile/truck accident, Aug. 31, 
1992. He served the following churches: 
111tern, Salem Alliance Church, OR; 
Christian education/ youth minister, 
Ri viera Baptist, Salem, OR; church 
planting pastor, Crossroads Baptist 
Church, Fairfield CA. 

Ordination 
• Valerie Jean Putnam, ordained for 
hospital chaplaincy ministry at Tnrnty 
Baptist Church, Sioux Falls, SD, on May 
22, 1992, by Oak Hills Baptis_t Chur_ch 
where she is a member. She 1s serv11~g 
her internship at Sioux Valley Hospital 
and McKennan Hospital, Sioux Falls, 
SD, with a goal to become a_ hospital 
chaplain. Mrs. Putnam received the 
Master of Arts in Counseling and the 
Master of Divinity degrees, at the 
N.A.B. Seminary Commencement 
Service on May 24, 1992. 
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Food and Medical Aid 
Needed in Somalia 

'l~~\>' 
WORLO P.: . 

You have probably seen pictures on television of the starving children 
and families in Somalia. It is estima ted by the Red Cross that one­

third of Somalia's 4.5 to 6 million people risk death by hunger unless 
food reaches the sta rving. 

T he combination of clan-figh ting and d rought has brou~ht mass d 
starvation to the country . The continuing violence and lootrng of foo 
tha t is flow n a nd trucked in has made del ivery of food to ou tly rng 
areas nearly impossible. . 

Baptis t World Aid is responding to this emergency s ituat ion w_ork- , 
ing in cooperation \·vith Ba p tist bodies who have relief progra1:1s 111 the 
area. In addition to su pporting a id agencies working in Somalia, . . 
BWAid is contrib uting towards m assive feeding and m edica l prog i am~ 
in Northeast Kenya among the large Somalia n refugee population. "!e 
are working through Baptist Mission Boards who work with Somalian 
refugees there. . 

The situa tion is critica l. Funds a rc needed to sl1pport the fccdm~ pro­
grams that will he lp sus tain li fe for the millions a t risk. Your contnbu­
tion will help save lives . Designa te your g ift for Somalia Relief a nd 
se nd it to North A111cricn11 Bnptist Co11fcrc11ce, 1 So. ::!HJ 5 11111111i/ A i'1' 
Onklm1ok Terrace, IL bOl 81-3994. 



Children 
Need 
Adoptive 
Family 

Corrine, Angela, and Samuel need an ad optive fa mily. They need 
parents w ho will be loving, kind and patient, and w illing to take them to 
church. In excha nge, they w ill offer love, some challenges, and they will 
"te ll them about God if they don't know." 

Angela is two years old. She is a beautiful girl w ith excellent language 
skills combined with some physical limita tions. Sam is seven years old 
and entering second grad e. He likes to talk about everything, play w ith 
his sisters, and d o flips on the trampoline. Corrine is eight years old a nd 
entering third grad e. She likes to read and is interested in everyone. 

The child ren have been in foster care fo r two years in the home of 
former N.A.B. Conference missionaries. The children are now available 
for adoption. 

If you think you might be their new family, please call the foster 
parents of Corrine, Angela, and Samuel a t (503) 623-3728 or call the 
Oregon Children's Service Division a t (503) 623-8118 and ask for 
Charlene. 

In all the 
world there Our programs 

recognize that. 

North American Baptist Seminary has 
flexible programs to meet your needs. 
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C h eck u s out! 

• Doctor of Minis try 

• Master o f Div inity 

• M .A. in Counseling 

• M.A. in Christian Education 

• M.A. in Religious Studies 

• Graduate Certifica te 

in Theological Stud ies 

For more informa tion, call 
North American Baptist Seminary 
1-800-843-1300, ext. 801 (in the U.S.) 
(605) 336-6588 (collect from Canada) 
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Baptists provide help for 
Hurricane Andrew victims 

Baptist World Aid is sending 
donations to assist in rehabili­
tation following the devastation 
caused by Hurricane Andrew in 
the U.S. and is awaiting news 
from Bahamian Baptists on their 
needs. BWAid w ill channel any 
donations received to assist those 
most affected by this disaster. 

Andrew, the first hurricane of 
the season, d evastated parts of 
two states in the U.S.: Florida and 
Louisiana. Many homes were 
tota lly destroyed; others severely 
damaged with all services 
disrupted. 

Baptists moved quickly to 
respond to the disaster. The SBC 
Brotherhood Commission had 
"Diaster Teams" in Florida even 
before the hurricane hit. Lia ising 
w ith Baptists in Flo rida, the 
Brotherhood Commission 
an ticipates a long term role. 

Fu11ds to provide help should be sent to 
North A111ericnn Bnptist Co11fere11ce 

1 So. 210 Summit Ave. 
Oakbrook Terrnce, IL 60181, nnd 

designnted for Hurricn 11e Andrew. 

Is Your Church Having 
an Anniversary? 

Many of our North American 
Baptist Conference churches a re 
planning for anniversary 
celebrations. 

Help us to make the history of 
your chu rch a part of our N.A.B. 
Conference Historica l records. 

Please send us at least one 
copy (three would be welcome) 
of your recent and older anniver­
sary bookle ts to B. Westermnn , 
North American Bnptist Heritage 
Commission, 1605 S. Euclid Ave., 
Sioux Falls, SD 57105. 

Name That 
Church! 

Our N.A.B. Conference Heritage 
Commission has many unidentified 

photos. If you can identify a photo, 
please send us another picture, present 
address, and historical data. Refer to the 
code number of this picture. Send your 
answers to N.A.B. Heritage Commission, 
1605 S. Euclid Ave., S ioux Falls, SD 57105. 
We would love to hear from you. 

Thanks to those who named the 
churches: 

Rev. Randy Tsc;hetter identified 
photo Hof the May 1992 issue as Ventu­
ria Baptist Church in North Dakota. 

Irene Eben of Avon, SD, identified 
#11 in the July/ August 1992 issue as 
Danzig Baptist Church in South Dakota. 
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Giving Is 13 Percent 
Below Last Year 

O verall contributions ($2,860,441.75) for rniss~ons.and min.istries a~e .13 
percent behind last year and 19 percent behmd m Establis hed Mims­

tries as of August 31. 
"We are facing a potential financial crisis," Executive Director John 

Binder recently told a gathering of pastors. At the same meeting, it was ac­
knowledged that it might well take "miracle" giving by our churches to 
reach the Conference goal of $6,600,000 by year end. The Conference leader­
ship and many individuals will need to learn to manage w ith less funds 
and have fai th that God will still accomplish His purpose. 

To date, August 31, giv ing by Association is as follows: 

ASSOCIATION 1992 1991 

Alberta $496,606 $512,234 

Atlantic 67,182 107,547 

British Columbia 285,439 477,731 

Central Dakota-Montana 90,384 105,087 

Central Pacific 100,594 96,026 

Eastern 117,901 156,976 

Great Lakes 268,053 266,661 

Illinois 100,481 246,61 4 

Iowa 90,694 94,599 

Manitoba 150,590 160,052 

Minnesota-La Crosse 85,934 86,321 

Northern California 230,148 248,121 

Northern Dakota 85,344 88,61 1 

Pacific Northwest 61,235 74,321 

Saskatchewan 76,281 107,146 

South Dakota-Wyoming 118,551 124,926 

Southern 57,653 57,337 

Southern Ca lifornia 62,508 86,675 
Southwestern 111,753 120,896 
Wisconsin 76,241 11 0,608 
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Non-profit organiz11tion 
Second clilss postage 

.d t Villa Pa rk, lllinois 60 18 1 
p111 ii ' ·1· ff1ccs ilnd at additional ma1 mg 0 

. ered as Second Cl11ss Milil . 
Reg1s t '.t "9377 at orwich, Ontilno unaer perm1 " - ( 

Done in Christ's name, Our act 
1 S Of Se . In helping one a not 1er, we di rvice be 

. . scover coine a 
own. We expenence frrs thanct the d what it the cts of Worsh· 11 ace 

eep ·11 ans to ip as we as g rc . 
Through the process of Sharing s er meaning of C P~t Others' well-being ahead of our 

Otneon 1 hrist' d 
for us. e e Se's burd s eath on the cross. 

As we listen intently to Others en, We recognize how much God cares 
, we are re . 

also He lends us His ear. tninctect tha t Goct . 
I f 

not only gives us His word, but Provid ing generous Y Or the need f 
h l Lr s 0 others f 

who loved us so rnuc t iat " e gave. 'We 0 llow the pattem of om heavenly Father, 
Helping ... sharing .. · listening . . 

. . · · · g1v1ng. Wha . 
a spmt of thankfulness and Worship in th . . tever the act of Chris tian kindness, 1t crea tes 

G · e sensitive l The Celebration of ratitucte offeri 
1 

. 1eart. 
1 

g is another w f · . · I · you the opportunity to share your bl . ay o worshiping through service. t gives 
Id essings-to God's glory-with hurting people around the wor . 

As you reflect on the L~rd's.goodness to you through the gift of Christ, let your thanksgiving 
offering be a resounding service of worship" ... in the church and around the world. You have 
a grea t opportunity to "serve tlie Lord . .. with tlinnksgivillg," as you give to the Celebra tion of 
Gratitude Offering in your local church or mail your offering to North American Baptis t 
Conference, 1 So.210 Summit Ave., Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181 -3994. 

"Celebration of Gratitude" Offering 
1992 goal $230,000 


