


We tn; to give generously from 
cash flow, but are concerned that 
our estate plan does not reflect 
God's plan of stewardship. 

We'll Help . .. 
Review Your 
Estate Plan 

The truth of "God's owner­
ship of all" indicates a stew­
ardship responsibility when it 
comes to estate planning. 
However, if you are like most 
of us . . . wills, trusts, taxation, 
probate, and property owner­
ship were the main issues 
when you originally estab­
lished your estate plan. 

If this is your case, then 
maybe your estate plan does 
not rest upon a solid founda­
tion. 

Many have found our Will 
and Trust Planning Guide to be 
a helpful tool in the review of 
their estate plans. We trust that 
you will, too. 

We invite you to write for 
your free copy today. 

D YES! Please send me the Will 
an d T rust P lann ing Guide . I 
understand there is no cost or 
obligation. 

Please indicate if 
:J Your estate is more than $600,000 
:J You own your own business. 
Name ~------------
Add ress ___________ _ 
City _ _________ __ _ 
State/Prov. Code ____ _ 
Phone: Daytime( __ ) ____ _ 
Evening ( _ _ ) ---------

Birthdate ----------­
Spouse's birthdate _ 

Mail to Dr. Co11sta11tino Salios 
North American Baptist Co11ference 

7 So. 270 S11111111it Ave. 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181 -3994 

Plio11e: (708) 495-2000 
Fax: (708) 495-3301 

L-- - --- --- ---··········· ·· ····--·------ ~ 
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Baptist Seminary in Novi Sad 
continues despite hardships 

NOVI SAD, YUGOSLAVIA (EBP) 
The Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Novi Sad, Serbia, is persevering de­
spite many hardships caused by the 
continuing war in Yugoslavia. Eleven 
students from five countries of the for­
mer Yugoslavia, plus one s tudent 
from the Central African Republic, re­
ceived their diplomas on May 30. 
They successfully completed a one­
year program of study sponsored by 
the Seminary. 

Dr. Harold Dressler, N.A.B. Confer­
ence missionary to Central and East­
ern Europe, delivered the graduation 
address. Dressler admonished the s tu­
dents never to give up, because "God 
has called you to be H is servants." 

Moscow Bible Institute 
graduates twenty-five 

MOSCOW, RUSSIA (EBP) Twenty­
five students received their diplomas 
on May 28 from Moscow's pastor­
training school. The school, now 
called Bible Ins titute, d eveloped out of 
the correspondence courses of the All­
Union Council of Evangelical Chris­
tians-Baptists in the fo rmer Soviet 
Union. It celebrated its 25th year, also. 

The students completed three years 
of s tudies. As their pred ecessors did 
every yea r since 1967, they travelled to 
Moscow from all parts of the Soviet 
Un ion twice yearly for two to three 
weeks of s tudy. Qua lified local profes­
sors, as well as lecturers from abroad, 
delivered the intens ive class lectures. 
(Among them was Dr. Harold 
Dressler, North American Baptist 
Conference missionary to Central and 
Eastern Europe). 

Since 1968, the Institute has trained 
100 students per year. Altogether, 
1,084 students have completed the 
three-year course. Vladimir Ryagu­
zow replaces Pavel Savchenko, who 
retired this year as director of the Bible 
Institu te. Ryaguzow and his wife, 
Irene, are archi tects with d octorates 
from Moscow Architecture University. 
He was a Chief Architect in the s tate­
owned Science Ins titu te for Archi tec­
ture in Moscow un ti l he resigned to 
accept the Institute position. He is flu­
ent in German and wa nts to build a 
network of Bible institu tes to provide 
quali ty education for Russian pas tors. 

New study possibilities avail­
able in the former Soviet Union 

Since the immense political 
changes in 1989 in the former Soviet 
Union, Chris tian Bible ins titutes and 
seminaries have been established in a 
number of cities. Some of the fledgling 
institutions are supported by foreign 
churches and missions organizations. 
Other are the work of the Russian 
Baptis t Union and the unions in the 
other now autonomous republics, 
such as in Kiev, Ukraine. 

Baptist lead ers and educators in 
Russia hope the emphasis they are 
placing on education and training will 
in a short time provide well-trained 
ministers for the thousands of 
churches w hich currently have no 
trained pastors. 

The Moscow Bible Ins titute has had 
extension centers in many cities­
Kiev, Odessa, Minsk, Tomsk, Stavro­
pol, Alma Ata, and Krasnoyarsk, to 
name a few. 

In October, the long-awaited Bap­
tist Theological Seminary in Moscow 
plans to hold its firs t classes. The cam­
pus in the suburb of Mitischi will not 
be completed by that time, but classes 
w ill begin in the new building of the 
Russia n Baptist Union in Moscow. 

For several years in Odessa, 
Ukraine, on the Black Sea, a training 
institute has been training hundreds 
of pas tors and lay persons from a ll 
parts of Ukraine. 

Myanmar Baptists 
begin outreach ministry 

WASHINGTON, DC. Eleven 
churches with 970 baptized members 
have been established since 1991 in 
the fa r northwest area, the Chindwein 
area, since member groups of the 
Mya nmar Baptis t Convention began 
outreach minis try there. Nearly all of 
the people in this area are Buddhis t. 
The Wa people living near the China 
border are another target group 
among whom the Myanmar Baptis ts 
are seeking to send 200 evangelists to 
live among the 100,000 Wa people in 
that area. In the past, the a rea was 
closed to evangelists, but in 1989 a 
peace agreement was negotita ted be­
tween the government and the rebel 
groups in the northern and eastern 
Shan s tate, ma king it possible to pres­
ent the message of the Gospel. 
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Spiritual Renewal: Driving the Pipe Down Deep 

If you want to stay 
psychologically 
healthy, you need 
friends. 

If you want to be 
successful in your 
ministry, make certain 
there is time for 
meditation and 
reflection. 

Your greatest growth 
will come in the darker 
moments of life. 

by Robert L. Veninga 

W
hen I graduated from the 
North American Baptist 
Seminary in ] 966, the Sem­

inary looked considerably different 
than what it does today. The build­
ings were not as impressive. There 
were only nine members in the 
graduating class. And the facu lty 
was much sma1ler in number com­
pared with today. 

But I am immensely thankful for 
that faculty and the role they played 
in my life. So I come to you this af­
ternoon as a fellow pilgrim, thank­
ful that this Seminary was a part of 
my journey. 
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I have taken my text from John 7: 
"Out of you r innermost being sha ll 
flow rivers of living water. " I se­
lected that text because many peo­
ple are d iscouraged, feeling that 
their soul is parched - devoid of 
cool, sustain ing waters that nurture 
life. What are the causes of our dis­
couragement? Some are disheart­
ened due to poor family relation­
sh ips. Others are frustrated in their 
careers. Still others long for a 
deeper, more meaningful life. 

Members of the clergy are not im­
mune from discouragement. Ac­
cording to one study, 90 percent of 

tl~e clergy indicated that they felt 
d iscouraged during the past three 
months. Seven ty percent had -
dered guitting the ministry ppon 
I . e~ 
1apsmostpoignantly thed· 

1 1vorce 
rate for American clergy is now sec-
ond highest of all professional 
g roups. 

. The guestion that I would like to 
raise, therefore, is this: What d 
need t d 0 we r 0 0 to s tay renewed in our 
ives whether we be clergy or mem­

bers of the laity? How do we keep 
the spark of excitement fo r our ca­
reers alive, whether we be farmers 
counselors, or executives? And ' 

what do we need to do to make 
certain that we are driving our 
spiritual pipe d own deep- so that 
we are tapping into the strong, cool, 
sustaining waters of our faith? 

Nurture Your Spirituality 
My first suggestion is to take time to 

nurture your spirituality. For unless 
your own spiritual well is full, there 
w ill be little of value to share with 
o thers. 

Regretfully, the fast pace of min­
isterial life often precludes times of 
quiet reflection. As Dr. Carolyn 
Gifford, the Chaplain at North­
western University, stated: "I watch 
as I fill up every ava ilable slot in 
my appointment book, fill every 
minute of the day and, not leave 
time or space to come wholly into 
the presence of God with my entire 
being . This is no accident, although 
I like to pretend that it is. I like 
to believe that I'm very busy doing 
God's work, and God, being 
omniscient, ought to know this 
and be content to wai t until I' m 
ready to meet, and it looks rig ht 
now, accord ing to my calendar, as 
though this meeting might take 
place sometime in the middle of the 
spring qua rter. " 

If you want to be successful in 
your ministry, take time to "center 
down" on what is important. Make 
certain that there is time for 
medi tation and qu ie t reflection. 
For as Forbes Robbi ns, a Cambridge 
teacher, noted a t the turn of the 
century: "To influence, you must 
love. To love, you mus t pray." 

Nurture Your Friendships 
Second, 1f you want to stay renewed 

in your career, nurture your friend­
ships. Put simply, if you want to 
stay psychologically healthy, you 
need friends. 

One of the high points of the past 
two years was being able to attend 
the Triennial Conference of the 
North American Baptist Conference 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in 1991. 

Unless your own spiritual well 
is full, there will be little of 
value to share with others. 

The entire Conference was inspir­
ing. But the session I enjoyed most 
was the Ministers' Luncheon. The 
music was stirring. The laughter 
and good humor were contagious. 
But w hat I remember most were the 
warm greetings and hugs given by 

colleagues who hadn't seen one an­
other for awhile. 

As I watched the ministers greet 
one another, I observed their com­
passion for one another. And I real­
ized again the importance of having 
a network of people whom you can 
call on in all the seasons of life. 

My hope for each of you in this 
class is that you make strong friend­
ships throughout your life. For as 
Elton Mayo, M.D., the founder of 
the Mayo Clinic, once noted: "One 
friend, one person who is truly 
understanding, who takes the time 
to listen to us as we consider our 
problems, can change our whole 
outlook on the world. " 

Develop Strong Ties with 
Creative, Energized People 

My third suggestion for making 
certain that your ministry is a suc­
cess is this: develop strong tie::; zuith 
creative, energized people. 

Most communities have stagger­
ing social problems. A barometer 
which measures the social health of 
the nation has plu nged to the low­
est level since records were fi rst 
compiled 21 years ago. 

Nevertheless, every comm.unity 
has concerned citizens who are 
addressing the critical issues in 
creative ways. They are saying: "We 
can solve these problems. We can 
make our community a better place 
in which to live. " 

These are the people with whom 
you want to associate. They may be 
members of your church, but then 
aga_in, they may belong to a congre­
gation down the street It n'ak · ' es no 



difference where they worship­
you want to ally yourself with the 
creative forces in your community. 
In so doing, you will learn from 
them, and they will learn from you. 
You will find yourself inspired by 
their actions. And you, in turn, will 
have the opportunity to inspire 
them. 

Of course, once you get involved 
in confronting the critical problems 
in your community, there will be 
moments of discouragement. You 
might even be tempted to say: 
'There is nothing I can do. The 
problems are too great." 

But when tempted to retreat, I 
would urge you to remember a 
wonderful Jewish proverb: "If you 
help a single person, it's better then 
trying to save the world. Because if 
you help a single person, the likeli­
hood of your getting something 
done is very grea t. But if you go 
out to save the world, you' ll surely 
fai l." 

Growth Comes in 
Darker Moments 

Finally, if you want to retain the 
excitemen t of this day, remember 
this important fac t: Your greatest 
growth will come in the darker 
moments of life. As Henry David 
Thoreau, the American writer, has 
noted : "Not until we are lost do we 
begin to understa nd ourselves." 
There w ill be times in your life in 
which you will find yourself in a 
psychological desert. Bis hop 
Gerald Kennedy once was asked 
if he ever felt like quitting the 
ministry. His reply: "Sure, every 
Monday ." And you will probably 
make mistakes in life or what 
Robert McAfree Brown aptly calls 
"therapeutic errors." 

What I want to affirm, however, 
is this: Good thi11:;:s liappe11 i11 !lie 
desert. The Biblical writers under­
stood this fact. Moses was called to 
the desert before he delivered the 
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Ten Commandments. Elijah was 
beckoned to the desert before he 
could speak for Yahweh. And John 
the Baptis t was not called to a 
cathedral. He was first called to the 
desert. 

But in the d esert, good things 
happen. For it is in the desert, our 
priorities are focused . It is in the 
desert that our values take on new 
meanings . And it is in the desert 
that we rediscover a wonderful 
promise recorded in Jeremiah: "For 
I know the plans I have for you. 
Plans to prosper you and not harm 
you. Plans to give you a hope and 
a future." 

What, then, do we need to do to 
ensure that we are touching the 
strong currents of faith that sustain 
life? • Nurture your faith. 

• Develop strong friend ships. 
• Associate w ith creative people. 
• And never forget that good things 
often happen in the most difficult 
moments of life. May your lives be 
a blessing, and may your message 
always be rooted in the cool, ever­
lasting waters of your fa ith. 0 

Robert L. Veninga, 8 .0., M.A ., Ph .D., 
is a Professor in the School of Public 
Health at the University of Minnesota. 
Among his books is Tile Gift of Hope: 
How We Surviv e Our Tragedies. 

The above is a synopsis of a11 address 
given at the 135th Co111111e11ce111e11 t of 
the North A111erica11 Baptist Se111i11ary, 
Sioux Falls, SD, 011 May 22, 1993. 

More Than 
Head 

Knowledge 
An education at North American 
Baptist S eminary moves beyond 

h ead knowledge to include spiritual 
d eve lopment. The 10: 1 student 
faculty ra tio allows jor strong 

m entoring re lationships and 
spiritual growth opportunities. 

- Doct o r o f Min is try 
- Mas ter o f Divini ty 
- M.A in Counsel in g 
- M.A in Christian Education 
- M .A in Relig io u s Studies 

North American Baptist Seminary 
132 1 Wes t 22nd St reet 
S ioux Falls. SD 5 7 105 
1-800-843- 1300, ExL 801 

A 
Growing 
Mission 
Field in 
Vancouver 

Ed Hohn i11 co11versatio11 with Pastor Ay111011 Chu . 

The Rev. Edmond Holm, area 
minister of British Columbia, 
interviews t}1e Rev. A ymon 
Chu, pastor of Faith Clzinese 
Baptist Clwrclz, Vancouver, 
BC, and Chinese students. 

HOHN: Pastor Chu, how is it 
that you came to Canada? 

CHU: I was born in Mainland 
China in 1951. In 1958, my father 
and I went to Hong Kong because 
our fa nuly experienced persecution. 
In 1958, we immigrated to Canada. 
My family was involved in a gro­
cery business, and that kept all of us 
busy. I' ve never been back to Main­
land China since; although I have 
made a few trips back to Hong 
Kong. 

HOHN: I understand that your 
family was not Christian. How did 
you become a Christian? 

CHU: In 1972, d uring my second 
year in university, I was d isillu­
sioned by what science had to offer 
about the meaning of life. That sum­
mer I a ttended a church for three 
months. During that time, and 
through contact with Christia ns, l fi­
nally ca me to know Christ. 

HOHN: Did your fami ly belong 
to any religious fa ith? 

CHU: No, they d id n't, other than 
what the Chinese people would 
commonly hold to, such as ances­
tral respect and honor-not really 
worship. My pa ren ts don' t have 
any relig ious inclination. 

HOHN: Are you the only mem­
ber of your fan"li ly who is Christian? 

CHU: My younger sister became 
a C hristian before I did. Actually, 
she invited me to church, and it was 
through her life and testimony that 
I accepted Christ. 

HOHN: How did you sense the 
call to Christian ministry? 

CHU: For six months after I be­
came a Christian, l was joyful and 
happy . But after that, I experienced 
almost seven years of separation 
from the church because of our fam­
ily business. We were open every 
day of the year, closing only on 
Christmas Day . I was expected to be 
there, so I was cut off from contact 
with the church. 

But it was the Lord who kept me, 
and I did ma intain my Bible read­
ing and devotions. About halfway 
through those seven years, w hile 
med itating on the Word of God, l 
seemed to hear a voice in my nund 
that said, "Come, follow nw, and l 
will make you a fisher of men." The 
thought of serving God in full-time 
ministry really ca ptured my mind . 
~onwhow, m y heart welled up w ith 
JO)' every time l entertained that 
thought. 

So I began to seek affirmation 
from Christians, especially thp 
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elders of the church. They encour­
aged me to be patient and to get in­
volved in minis try in the church. I 
did that for two and one half years. 

I was further affirmed w hen I 
was in Hong Kong for a few months 
in 1979. I had the opportunity to 
serve a small Alliance Church be­
cause the pastor was absent. During 
those two months, the Holy Spirit 
brought revival to tha t Church. I 
saw this as an affirmation of my call. 

In 1981, my wife and I took a 
step of faith and went to Canadian 
Bible College in Regina, SK, for 
theological training. 

HOHN: When you grad uated, 
how did you get involved in actua l 
church ministry? 

CHU: My church in Vancouver 
was a Mennonite Brethren Church. 
After grad uation, they called me to 
serve as interim pastor for seven 
months. Then they asked me if I 
would be interested in becoming a 
church planter. 

CHU: I accepted the call to pas­
tor the Faith Chinese Evangelica l 
Church of Vancouver. They had 
been meeting in the Evangelical 
Church on Fraser Street. But shortly 
before I came to serve them, they 
were informed that the Church 
would no longer be available to 
them. 

The group contacted Ebenezer 
Baptist Church in Vancouver, and 
Ebenezer graciously opened its 
doors and received us to worship in 
its facilities. I became pastor one 
month after the Church s tarted 
meeting in Ebenezer. 

HOHN: Through this, you came 
lo know Arthur Boymook, then pas­
tor of Ebenezer Baptist. 

CHU: Yes, we had a very good 
relations hip. We planned joint meet­
ings, and on Thursdays we met for 
fellowsh ip and prayer. He was most 
encouraging to me and my people. 
As I reca ll, it was Pastor Boymook 
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Pastor Aymon Chu a11d his wife, 
Shirley. 

who initiated the possibility of affili­
ating with the North American Bap­
tis t Conference, but it was already 
on my mind. We felt that the loving 
fellowsh ip we enjoyed with Ebene­
zer should natura lly be fo llowed by 
joining the Conference. 

HOHN: I remember meeting w ith 
you, Pastor Boymook, and your 
leaders. One thing that we discus­
sed at that firs t meeting concerned 
the fact that the Evangelica l Church 
traditionally does not practice im­
mersion baptism, and you, as pas­
tor, had not been immersed. 

CHU: Traditionally, the Evangeli­
cal Church recognizes three modes 
of baptism: sprinkling, pouring, and 
immersion. At the time of my bap­
tism, f, persona lly, wou ld have pre­
ferred immersion. 

I feel immersion is most appro­
priate to Romans 5, which talks 
about our id entification w ith Christ 
in His burial and resurrection. Since 
many of my people were baptized 
by immersion, the idea of joining 
the Baptists didn't have much oppo­
sition at a ll. 

HOHN: I remember the beau ti ­
ful, bi li ngual service at Ebenezer 
when Pastor Boymook immersed 
yo u, a nd you immersed some of 
your people. 

Since you r Church is Mandarin 
Chinese, you use that language in 

all of your services. A number of 
services Ebenezer Baptist and you 
have had together, such as your re­
cent Ordination Service, were fully 
bilingua l. Are most of the people of 
your ch urch immigrants? 

CHU: Yes.Since June4, 1989, 
there has been an influx of people 
from Mainland China. The majority 
were students, who now can stay in 
Canada, so they brought their fam­
ily members over. Ever since 1989, 
quite a number of Ma inland Chinese 
immigrated to Canada. There are 
tremendous opportunit ies to 
minister. 

HOHN: You have a unique min­
is try to University of British Colum­
bia stud ents fro m Ma inland China. 
Although this is not exclusively a 
ministry of your Church, you and 
some of your people are very much 
involved. 

CHU: An overseas Chinese Bible 
study group meets in our Church 
every second and fourt h Friday of 
che month. About th ree yea rs ago, 
two families from the Alliance 
Chu rch asked me if I wou ld be the 
counselor; I was glad to be in volved . 

Ever since I beca me a Christian, 1 
desired in my hea rt to minis ter to 
my kinsmen. I was surprised to be 
able to do this in Canada. I a m in­
volved in two a reas. I meet w ith the 
leaders to do the p lanning; then I 
am mvolved in discipleship training. 

1. believe the best people to evan­
gelize the Ma inland Chinese stu­
dents are the students themselves, 
those who have becon-ic Christians. 
So, w henever a s tud ent becomes a 
Chris tian, we immediately begin 
d1snplesh ip training. 

HOHN : How many students at­
tend the Bible s tudy, and how 
many arc Chris tians? 

CHU: Abou t 100, and of these, I 
would say about 40 percent are 
Chris tians, but more arc comi ng all 
the time. We p raise God for this. 

HOHN: This is a tremendous 
ministry. My wife, Manetta, and I at­
tended your church's C hinese New 
Year's Eve celebration on January 
22. What a delig htful evening that 
was! With invited friends, there 
were abou t 200 people present, start­
ing with a meal, then singing, hear­
ing an adult and a child ren's choir, 
and then hearing the testimonies of 
a number of first generation Chris­
tians. We bad e farewell to the year 
of the monkey and ushered in the 
year of the rooster. 

I appreciate interacting with you 
and your people. As the North 

HOHN: Tell us about your back­
ground and how you became a 
Christian. 

ZAO DUNG LING: I came from 
China to Minneapolis, MN, in 1985. 
A Christian invited my family and 
me to church, and we went on occa­
sion. Actually, my parents were 
nominal Christians, but they never 
ta lked about it. I guess they were 
afraid to, being in a communist 
country. 

In 1988, we moved to Vancouver, 
BC. A pastor, who was involved 
with international students, came to 

At a joint lmptis111a/ service 011 Dec. 23, 1990, with Ebe11e:!cr Ba pt isl Ch11rch, 
Va11co11ver, BC; Faith Clii11ese Baptist Pastor Ay111011 Ch11 was lmptizcrf !Jy /lie Rez1. 
Art'111r Boy111ook, t/ie11 pastor of Ebe11e:er Baptist. Pastor C/111 tlie11 baptized three 
fro111 Faith Clii11ese Bnptisl Cliurcli . 

American Baptist Conference, we 
a re becoming multicultural, and we 
have a good beg inning here in the 
Vancouver a rea. 

CHU: Thank you fo r receiv ing us 
and for encouraging us. Keep the 
doors open for other groups. We 
want to be a part of this cultural 
m ix. 

Hohn also interviewed 
several students involved in 
the Bible study group. 

visit my wife and me. He shared 
about the Christian faith . 

I had been taught the evolution­
ary theory and found it difficult to 
grasp the tru ths of Christianity. But 
the pastor kept witnessing to us, 
and I did a lot of studying. 

I finally came to realize that this 
world couldn't come into being by 
chance, but there must be a God . 
The Holy Spirit opened m y heart 
and mind, and it didn't take long 
until I accepted Christ. 

XIAO TAO SUN: I came from 
Shanghai four and a ha lf years ago 
and from a non-Christian home. I 
became a Christian a year after I ar­
rived in Canada. Like many other 
students in China, I wanted to 
study in another country, especially 
in North America. I studied engi­
neering, but I now manage a food 
store, also. 

HOHN: How did you become a 
Christian? 

SUN : When I came to Canada, 
everything was strange to m e. I now 
know that the Lord directed me to a 
fine Christian home, where as a stu­
dent, I received room and board. 
But I received more than that: I was 
introduced to the Christian fa ith. 

At first, it seemed strange when 
they prayed before every meal and 
went to Church so often. Little by 
little, I began to understand what 
they were doing and saying; they 
\">'ere praying for me. So I started at­
tending Bible studies and church 
w ith them. 

Being an atheist, it took a while 
to grasp the truths of the Christian 
faith. But through the love and 
witness of this family and other 
Christians, the time came when I 
accepted Christ. 

HOHN: I believe this is an exam­
ple of the value of a Christian fam­
ily taking in an international stu­
dent. I encourage that. Sun, you, 
too, are active in this student minis­
try and also in your church. 

SUN: Yes, 1 am a member of Faith 
Chinese Baptist Church, and Pastor 
Chu is my pastor. 

GUO DING: 1 also came from 
Shanghai, where I was born into a 
non-religious family. 1 attended uni­
versity and then became a teacher. I 
taught history. 

HOHN: From what perspective 
did you teach history in a conunu­
nist country? 
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DING: That's a good question. I 
was always interested in the truth 
and tried to teach history as factua l 
truth. I had to submit my notes to 
the Department heads. I would 
often be told to delete certain sec­
tions or change certain comments. 
But in class, I still presented my 
notes as they were. 

r knew this could ca use problems 
for me. I considered myself a ques­
tioning communist at the time and 
desired to learn firsthand what the 
rest of the world lives like. I went to 
Japan first and stud ied there. That's 
w here I met my wife, and she 
wanted to come to Canada. She 
came fi rst, and I came later. That 
was three a nd a half years ago. 

HOHN: How did you become a 
Christian? 

DING: In Japan, my sponsor was 
a Christian, and that's how I was in­
troduced to Christianity. My w ife 
and I were actua lly married in a 
church, but I only attended the 
church twice. At that time, I did not 
believe in Cod, but I was a seeker of 
truth. 

In this search, 1 sta rted reading 
the Bible and started attending 
church when f came to Canada. I at­
tended an English church because I 
wanted to learn the language. I also 
started attending this Student Fel­
lowship group. In this process, and 
the work of the Holy Spirit in my 
life, I rea lized that f had found the 
truth in the person of Jesus Christ, 
and I accepted Him into my life. r 
now want to be baptized . 

HOHN: Thank you so much. 
Let' s ask your wife to tell us about 
her spiritual venture. 

XIAOYAN JIA DING: I am from 
northern China, and r come from a 
Christian fami ly. My grandfather 
was a pastor, and most of the mem­
bers of my family are Christian. I re­
member when I was young we hid 
the Bible in our home. My grand-
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mother told me Bible stories, but she 
told me not to tell anyone, as she 
was afraid we would be revealed as 
Christians and persecuted. So our 
Christianity was very secretive and 
confined to the home. 

When I was in university, one of 
my friends said to me that she heard 
I was a Christian, but I denied it be­
cause I was scared . After I gradua­
ted from university, I went to Japan. 
In my heart, I believed there is a 
God, but I was no t yet a Christian, 
nor did I live the Christian life. 

I met my husband in Japan, and, 
as he sa id, we were married in a 

At first, I tried to put her off by 
saying that I came from a Christian 
fa mily. She invited me to church 
and to the Student Fellowship. I 
soon realized that, although I be­
lieved in God, I needed to person­
a lly accept Christ, and I did . I really 
enjoy this Student Fellowship group 
and need this for my spiritual 
growth. I now want to help others, 
especially stud ents, by sharing the 
Christian fa ith. 

HOHN: This Student Fellowship 
group is certainly an exciting minis­
try. This evening, there were four 

Througli tl1e Bible studies a11d disrnssion at tlie biweekly Student Fellowsliip 111ect­
i11gs, Mai11 land Clii11esc are beco111ing Christini1s. Pictured are Xiaoyan f ia Ding (1. 
tor.), G110 Oi11g, Xiao Tao S11 n, Zao 01111g Ling, Ed Ho/in, and Ay111on Ch11. 

church, but we got caught up w ith 
the materialism of the Japanese 
culture. [ only attended church a 
few times. 

I believe Cod brought me to 
Canada fo r a s pecific purpose. I 
came a lone first; my husband came 
later. I was looking for a place to 
live when I met a young woman 
from Hong Kong. We lived together 
with a few other you ng women. She 
was a strong Christia n and sha red 
with me about Cod and Jesus Christ. 

new stud ents w ho had just recently 
come from C hina. I see there are 
constantly new students to be 
reached. I appreciate Pastor Chu's 
and these students' involvement 
w ith this ministry. I pray it will con­
tinue to be used of Cod to reach 
many more coming from Mainland 
China. LJ 

The Rev. Ed111011d /-101111 is British 
Co/111nhia Aren Min ister. 

What's the Good Word? 

S
ometimes he thinks about atti­
tudes o r courage, crisis or hap­
piness. Sometimes it's faith or 

objectivity. Hanukkah or Christmas. 
Chaplain (Maj.) David A. Rapske 

makes no secret about the things he 6 
~ thinks about. H e tells anyone w ho ~ 

listens to American Forces Network ~ 

radio w hat's on his mind. Rapske is @ 
an N.A.B. Conference endorsed U.S. ~ 

m 
Army chapla in. in 

UJ 

Rapske's AFN program, Word i11 ~ 
the World, focuses on the everyday ~ 
topics of li fe. H e tries to make the ~ 

(/) 

early morning messages mean ~ 
..... 

something to the sold ier or airman '!' 
:::; 

or sa ilor who may not make it to a a? 
formal worship service. ~ 

b 

by Peggy Davidson 

"We (AFN) get complaints from I 

both sid es," he said. "You walk a real a.. L---:.......--L-- &11 .. ::......=----"~ 
thin rope because you get people Cliapla_i11 (Maj.) David Rnpske le_ts . 
from the very religious right who AFN /1ste11ers know wha t s on Ins n1111d. 

say, 'It's more world than Word.' At 
that point, I have to respond that I'm 
no t really talking to them. The per­
son I'm talking to is the sold ier who 
doesn' t have his formation until 
after he's heard Word in the World. 

"It's the person w ho's written on 
the d oor in the ladies' latrine in Hei­
delberg, 'Sometimes I think about 
things like that.' Those are the kind 
of p eople I'm really talking to." 

Rapske, 42, from Olympia, WA, 
received his Master of Divinity De­
gree from N.A.B. Seminary in 1979 
a nd his master's d egree in commu­
nications from Wheaton College in 
Illinois before arriving at AFN in 
June 1990. The 12-year Army vet­
eran is responsible for producing 
two radio p rograms and providing 
the quotes for AFN-TV inspiration 
spots. 

Those spots are a mix of Old and 
New Testament Scriptures and writ­
ing from Islam, Hindu ism a nd Bud­
dhism combined with the words of 
p hilosophers such as Voltaire, C. S. 
Lewis, and Tolstoy. 

On Word i11 tlie World, Rapske 
slants the program toward whatever 
religious or secular holiday is ap­
proaching. In November, the pro­
gram highlighted Thanksgiving. 
Early December highlighted 
Hanukkah. December highlighted 
Christmas. 

Despite his efforts toward bal­
ance, Rapske says he still gets com­
plaints. If the Baptist chaplain 
doesn't include religions ou tside his 
own, he's accused of tokenism. 

Despite the criticisms, Rapske 
says he likes hearing from listeners. 

"I'm most critical of the people 
sitting in the pews on Saturdays 
and Sundays who say nothing," he 
said. "One of these days, we're 
going to lose this kind of ministry, 
and it's going to be because of apa­
thy and people who a re silent. 

"When it's gone, they're going to 
really fight like crazy to get it back 
and will not get it. That's my fear, 
not the people who talk." 

Word in the World airs on week­
days after the 6 a.m. and 8 a.m. 
news on AFN's AM stations and 
after the 6 a.m. news on FM. The 
show recently won fir st place in the 
Army's media competition. 

So1111ds of Sunday airs on AM 
from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. It offers 
Christian music interspersed with 
Rapske's comments. 

Rapske says he feels his radio 
and TV efforts complement what 
the community and unit chaplains 
do. "We consider ourselves a real 
part of the big team, the USAREUR 
team." 

Rapske, who works in a crowded 
office overlooking the front en­
trance to AFN's headquarters in 
Frankfurt, Germany, is a bit cha­
grined at the notoriety that goes 
with being a media personality. 

He says that being recognized on 
the street is uncomfortable. 

And he worries that some 
servicemembers or their families 
may view him in the same light as 
stateside televangelists. 

In defining his ministry, Rapske 
said, "I'm not here on this earth to 
answer a lot of questions. I'm here 
to pose a lot of questions. 

"What we're all called to do is to 
deal with the questions of life. 
That's fa r more important than the 
answers." 

Sometimes, Rapske ponders 
those unanswered questions of life, 
sharing his thoughts with the 
listeners. 

He adds with the signoff he uses 
on radio, "Sometimes I think about 
things like that." D 

Rapske a11d /Jis fa I/lily left Ger111a11y 
for liis rotatio11 hack to the U.S.A. 011 
/1111e 21. He is nssig11ed to Fort Lewis, 
WA , for at least the next three years. 

Peggy Oavidso11 is staff writer fo r 
"Stars and Stripes ." 

AUGUST 1993 l l 



Helping Kids Cope with the Great Church Turn-Off 

by Steven Board 

0 n the outside, this church 
had a lot going for it. It 
began in the ministry of 

prominent and gifted leaders. 
Among its members were some 
very talented, dedicated people. But 
the way it developed internally-in 
plain sight of its most sensitive and 
idealis tic youth-was a tragedy and 
disgrace. Sex and money scandals, 
petty divis ions, and self-centered 
people a ll made this congregation a 
spiritual eye-sore. It had clay feet 
clear up to its arm pits. 

This church should probably go 
unnamed since it developed into 
quite a scandal, but I'll identify it 
later. 

Uncovered Flaws 
"I ca n't get ou r young people to 

accept that the Gospel changes lives 
when it has not changed the lives of 
some of our charter members," a 
youth leader was heard to say. Her 
husband added, "Our kids a re 
pushed into ta kin g sides in church 
fights and factions that they don't 
know anything about. The whole 
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point of Christianity is obscured by 
these human representatives." 

Anyone who works w ith youth 
or new Christians has a major prob­
lem like this. Young people haven't 
developed the knack of covering up 
the fla ws of the church. They 
haven' t learned to bracket out the 
scanda l. Some of them even relish 
those warts on the face of the con­
g~eg~ti~n: "So, all those judgmental, 
mt-pickmg old er fo lk have prob­
lems of their own! They don't get 
a long with each other, they a ttack 
the pas tor, and their marriages are 
shaky. Now they can get off my 
back!" 

In short, w hen it comes to the vis­
ible church-the one most visible to 
your youth- "glorious things of 
thee" are not spoken. So what do 
you do next? 

Honesty 
Let' s at least be honest wi th 

young people. A prominent theolo­
gian shocked his audience on one 
occasion by saying, 'The chu rch is 
like ~oah's a rk. You ca n only stand 
the s tmk on the inside beca use of 
the s torm on the outside." We're 
talking about both a human a nd a 
divine ins titution. Everything 

human falls short of the ideal in­
cluding governments, familie~, and 
churches. 

"You may like math but not your 
math teachers," I to ld a 13-year-old 
with exactly that problem. And I 
knew he liked popular mus ic but 
did not d · . a mire all popular musi-
cians. He liked tennis but not all fa­
mous tennis champions. To face the 
salt-and-pepper mix of the church 
ma~ itself be the main growing ex-
perience a Ch · · n stia n young person 
needs And fac· .t. . . bl · c mg 1 1s mev1ta e 

. Equally, they must be honest . 
with us Tl1e· · · 1r compla mts about the 
church may b . ea way of d eflectmg a 
hassle w itl1 th · e1r parents w ho sup-
port the cl . 1 T ' . 1u1c1 . he church may be 
the lightn · 
h 

mg rod that's catchi ng all 
t e cha rged u 1 .1 
f 

- P 1osti e atmosphere 
rom a str· t 1 ic 1ome or Christian 

school Ad It 1 · u eaders ca n hardly be 
expected to pick up all tha t baggage 
a nd trud I 
b 

. ge a ong sympathetically 
es1de sucl 1 . . 1yout1. But we ca n raise 

their sights. 

Heady Doctrine 
Ask yourself, "How d o I ha ndle 

the hypocrisy, the fa ilings the dis-
a • I 

ppomtment in other Christians?" 
Probably you will answer, "I 

·sion that ove te Vl t , 
a separa " fhat is, you hC\v 

have Il that. ho Christ· e an 
es a . of w ls 

corl1 tanding on the earth ' 
und erHe is doing s you to d , "vhat 

wha~hiJll< f-le wa:~ to rise ab~and 
you b}es Y . e 

11 
tha t ena you see lJl any la cC\l 

a b}efl1S 
the pro · 

;,.,g . tage pomt on th settv. . l er van - e 
No hig 1 r be reached thC\11 

11 can eve fits Head c 
churc altitude 0 p 1 ' hrist 
f 

..,,, the . . w hat au urges 
ro'" 'fhlS 1s 1 on 

Hin1self · in Ephesians w 1en he 

h
. readers . l<ing the churc1.. is . t is rl1a q 

Ys Chns . her by the was\» sa sing .mg 
"holy, clean gh the word." N t 

ter throu . t " " o 
with wa ch "radian ' Without 
yet is the c1:u~le or any other hlem­
sta in or ':r~ et, in even one in­
ish," nor is it Y d blameless." B1.tt 

"ho ly an 
stance, things are headed be-
tha t' s w hereu ad of the Church 

f the rie d . 
cause o . a lread y un er Way. 

· urney is c · 
The JO 1 thinl< doctrine like 

sorne peop ~te to be usefu l. But 
this is t~o rern ·ters rnade it useful 

b·blical w n ' 
the 1 

1 t to be able to d raw the 
and we ?ug 

1 
well. To p ut handles 

ect10ns as conn . however, we w ill 
I t doctnne, . 

on t 1a radical experiences for 
need sorne P 
the adolescent. . . H . . 

. ta rting po111t. ow v1v1d 
A basics · 

. H d o f the Church to your 
1s the ea h · 

? If they can strengt en a hv-
teens. Ch . t tl I . f . d hip w ith n s , i.e ot 1er mg nen s . . 

·ll dirninish 1111mport­
problems w i 
ance. h 

As youth begin to know w o 
Christ is and w ha t He has d one, 
they w ill be able t~ ~~rve. the . 
church, not just cnt1c1z~ it. After . 
Pa ul's farnous descrip tion .of Chnst 
in Colossians 1:15-20: "He is before 
all things, and in him all things hold 
toget her," he goes on. to ~ay, "I fill 
u p in my flesh w hat 1s s~ill. lackmg 
in regard to Christ's afflictions, for 

the sake of his body." First he under­
stands Christ, then he can serve the 
people who name Christ. 

This argues for some clear con­
tent about the Christian fai th in our 
programming. No youth program 
will do its job if it is merely keeping 
the kids off the street. Nor can we 
be content w ith simp ly acquainting 
them with the church as an institu­
tion. We have a mission to intro­
duce them to their Saviour and 
King who will change their lives. 

Other Christians 
Next, we can show young C hris­

tians a variety of redeemed human­
ity. Suppose you lived in Jerusalem 
in the firs t century. If you met one 
disciple and he was Judas, what 
would you think of the Christian 
cause? How about if you met only 
Judas and Peter? How about if you 
met only James and John, w hile 
they were trying to call dow n ligh t­
ning on whole cities? Or N ico­
demus while he was still a secret 

disciple? 
Every additiona l Christian we 

meet fleshes out our picture of w hat 
the Church is like. In the Letter to 
the Philippians, Paul did not let two 
feuding members, Euodia a nd Syn­
tyche (4:2), d ominate the picture he 
had of this church. He had seen oth­
ers w ho paid a great persona l p rice 
for their Christian commitment, like 
Timothy and Epaphroditus (2:25). 

This may call for b iographies of 
familia r Christians. We are bound 
to have a bigger picture of Christian 
people a fter reading about Corrie 
ten Boom or Charles Colson. Some 
help w ill come through films and 
videos. You' ll want to use guest 
speakers, camps, conferences, re­
treats, and tr ips out of town-all to 

acquaint your rather provincial 
young people with some relevant, 
dedicated examples to challenge 
their stereotypes of adult believers. 

Jesus talked about d isciples who 
were impatient with the v isible 
"field" of God's people. They 
wanted to pull up the weeds and 
just have wheat. He urged pa­
tience-wait for God to identify the 
weed s at the end. 

Adolescents are not known for 
patience. But their involvement w ill 
turn their a ttention to bigger issues, 
and they w ill learn patience as a 
side effect. 

Somewhere along the way, a 
growing Christian teen will get the 
picture: "Hey, I'm part of som ething 
bigger than I thought! The church is 
not just them; it's me, too." And 
w hen tha t insight breaks through, 
we need to be ready with ways for 
youth to invest in the church-to 
buy into it a nd consider themselves 
official stockholders. If we can har­
ness their activ ism and let them 
build on to the church they know, 
w hatever fo rm that may ta ke, that 
very activity w ill give them owner­
ship in the total cause. 

That scandalous church I men­
tioned at first was not the one in 
your community you ma y have 
been thinking of. It was the church 
at Corinth in A.D. 60 or so. You 
know: the one Pau l said had its trea­
s ure in clay pots . Jus t like your 
church. Just like you. And me. D 

Stephen Board is President of Sl1mP 
Publishers and former editor of 
Eternity a11d His 111aga:i11t.>s. Stezic ha~ 
two teenage c/1ildrl!ll. Repri11ft!d by 
permission of Dm.•id C. Cook 
Publishing Co., 850 N. Gnnic Ac•c. , 
Elgin , IL 60120. 
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God's Love 
Overcomes 
all Barriers 

by Ed ward Lehman 

W e had been in Brazil for al­
most four weeks. Only a 
few d ays remained . This, 

however, was our last day on the 
worksite, and everyone was clean­
ing up. Both the Brazilians and our 
team made an extra effort to help 
each other. After all, this was most 
likely the last time we wou ld ever 
work together. 

We finished, but we were in no 
hurry to leave-each person re­
flected on what he or she had 
worked on. However, it was not the 
building of the parsonage we 
would remember. It was the Brazil­
ian people with whom we had 
worked . They would be our friends 
forever. 

We gathered in a circle-hand 
grasping hand- and we bowed as 
one people before the Lord God Al­
mighty who had made a ll this possi­
ble. Nothing would be able to sepa­
rate us from the love of God: no t 
language, not color, nor culture. We 
found no barrier greater than the 
love of God. The prayers d rew to a 
close-hand s held tightly-eyes 
mois tened-the "Amens" were 
heard . Part o f me s ha ll never leave 
there, just as part of Brazil w ill 
a lways be near my heart. 

Why had we, a GATEWAY team 
of 12, come to Novo Hamburgo, RS, 
Braz il? The answer: To aid in the 
construction of a parsonage. We 
ca me equipped w ith tools ... every­
thing from tape measure to cement 
trowels ... all manua l tools as there 
was no electricity on the works ite. 

The tTtost interesting p roblem I 
encountered was finding a d ecent 
ha mmer and a straight na il. All nails 
were to be saved. Many would be 
used repea ted ly to support forms 
which held dry ing concrete. After 
use, the nai ls would be pulled and 
straightened to be used later. 

Wood was a lso a scarce commo­
dity. This mea nt it wou ld be ca re­
fully stacked and restacked after use 
in forms for concrete. Because of the 
low a mount of wood, the entire 
house-except for portions of the 
roof- were mad e of concre te o r 
brick .. . even the shingles were 
brick. 

Th~ p~rsonage was only ha lf of 
our miss10n, for we were not only 
to meet the phys ical need s of the 
people but also the spiritual needs. 
Our training in d rama, mus ic, and 
balloon a rt a llowed us to offer a 
w ide va riety of min is tries for chil­
dren and adults. 

Our mission, however, went far 
beyond the four walls of the Church. 
For me, the most life-changing event 
was the outreach into the commu­
nity-no t the progra ms bu t the 
people. 

It was Thursday, and it had 
rained most of the day. Work had 
been slow because the red clay soil 
around the worksite was turning to 
mud. The tempera ture was cold. 
"Feels like Canada," I said repeat­
edly to myself. However, beyond 
the feeling of wet, cold , dirty clothes 
sticking to me, I was excited because 
some Brazilian men asked me to join 
them on a s pecial outreach tha t 
night. I said "yes" in Portuguese and 
was told to meet them in front of 
the Church at 7 p .m. 

(Let me quickly give some facts: 
1) Missionary Ken Bayer always 
translated for us, but he informed 
me that he would not be going on 
this outreach; therefore, I spoke En­
glish, and they spoke Portuguese. 
2) Ken Bayer had one of the only ve­
hicles in the Church . 3) As a mission 
tea m, we slept and a te in the 
Church.) 

So after work that day, I rushed 
to the Church to get read y to go out 
for the evening w ith these men. I 
had supper .. . almost all Brazilian 
· .. because our American food was 
running out. Soon afterward, I 
grabbed my Bible; 7 p.m. had 
a rrived. 

As 1 s tood in front of the small 
C hurch, I had not really thought 
about how they were going to pick 
me up. It all of a sudden hit me that 
these men didn' t have a vehicle. 

It had stopped raining, but the 
night was here. It was still cold , but 
I d id no t have to wait long. My an­
swer to the vehicle question was 
coming d own the street. Two Brazil­
ia n men rid ing bikes. 

I didn't ha ve a bike, so I thought 
this mus t mean I get to walk. This 
was not their plan, for they quickly 
pointed out the rack over the back 
ti re (used for books or carry ing 
othe r things). Through alot of ges­
tures and Portuguese, they con­
vinced me to climb on to the bike. 
So with one bare hand in the cold, I 
hung on to the rack. With the ot~1er 
hand, I held my Bible, and we biked 

off into the night to share the Gos­
pel. We rode for about 15 minutes 
.. . mostly on cobblestone roads . .. 
giving me enough time to practice 
all the Portuguese I knew several 
times. 

Times like this I thought to my­
self: if only my mother knew what I 
was doing. H owever, my mother 
was in Canada .. . I was in Brazil 
. .. and the bike had stopped. 

We had arrived-and it was not 
a resort area. The people d id not live 
in houses but run-down tool shacks. 
As we walked closer to one shack, I 
noticed 1 was walking through mud 
and water ... d efinitely no side­
walks here--or water sewers. As for 
sa nitation, I neither saw a toilet in­
side a house or an outhouse. 

Coming from Canada, I had seen 
pictures like this before, but they 
were on T.V. Herc it was real. The 
shack we entered was about 15 by 8 
feet, if that. One light bulb hung 
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from the ceiling by its electric wire. 
There was no window, but that 
didn' t matter because you could see 
through the big cracks in the wall. 
Nine of us squeezed into this little 
shack. The others came from nearby 
shacks to hear what we had to say. I 
did draw some attention for a while, 
but a fter introductions were made, 
we got right into a Bible study. 

To my own surprise, even with 
my little Portuguese, I was able to 
contribute quite a lot to the Bible 
study. I could recognize the d iffer­
ent books in the Portuguese Bible. 
This way I could follow along in my 
own Bible and point out other Scrip­
tures important in salvation. There 
were at least three non-Christians 
there who had come to hear the 
Gospel. 

For almost two hours, we discus­
sed Scripture and prayed. I don't 
know if the non-Christians became 
saved, but I did see them a t C hurch 
the nex t Sunday. 

Each time our Brazil Team went 
out to evangelize, the Brazilian peo­
ple would almost always come to 
Church the next Sunday. I saw God 
definitely moving in Brazil. I hope 
\Ve will allow Him to move fast 
enough. By God's grace, the Chris­
tians in Brazil can still smile not be­
cause of world ly treasures but for 
the one reason that Jesus is in their 
hearts . 

The harvest is ready but the 
workers are few-pray that God 
would raise up workers .. . but 
don't pray unless first you are will­
ing to go yourself. "Here am I Lord, 
send me . . . !" 0 

Edwnrd Lehmn11 is n st11dc11t nt Nort/1 
Americn11 Baptist College i11 Ed11w11-
to11, AB. He wns n member of n GATE­
WAY ten111 sponsored by the N .A.8. 
Co11fcrc11cc to Bm:il . The ten 111 rcccil'ed 
011c week of tmi11i11s prior to lem1i11s for 
Bm:il. Tliis i11c/11rled pmcticc i11 lirick 
Jnyi11g , rnlt11m/ diffcre11ces, n11d 
lcnmi11s 111i11istry skills. 
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The Church Is Small Groups! 
by Larry Froese 

A 
t Riverside Baptis t Church 
in Devon, Alberta, small 
groups are not just another 

program-they are the hub of the 
church. The Church gathers 
together on Sunday morning to 
celebrate the excitement of what 
God has been doing a ll week long . 

Pastor Larry Froese sta rted train­
ing small group leaders in the fall of 
1992. "With nine good, trained, 
dependable leaders, we started the 
Home Groups in October," says 
Froese. "Since then, the growth of 
the Church has been remarkable! 
We now have four home groups 
and four support groups: A divorce 
recovery group for ad ults (led by 
myself and my wife, Phyllis; our ex­
perience has taught me that it is a 
good idea to have a solid couple 
leading a divorce recovery group); a 
divorce recovery group fo r children 
(requiring many different leaders); 
a support group for Adult Child ren 
of Alcoholics; and a support group 
called Hope in Pain for people in 
chronic pain . 

The key to these exciting minis­
try groups is good leadership. 
Church membership is a prerequi­
site to becoming a small grou p 
leader. We provide ongoing leader­
ship for our growth groups, so we 
began training leaders for the fa ll in 
the spring. We recruit a ll of our 
leaders, and they are to look for pro­
spective leaders in his/her group. 

Through the ministry of these 
small groups, the following changes 
occurred: More than 60 percent of 
our church members are invo lved 
in weekly home groups; ou r Sunday 
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morning attendance has increased 
by 30 percent in the last six months; 
(we are now discussing starting a 
second Sunday morning worship 
service); the counseling load from 
w ith in the church has dropped in 
half; and the ministry in the 
community has doubled. 

Louise Miller, our coordinator, 
has been busy developing our own 
curriculum for the children's 
d ivorce recovery group. This group 
arose ou t of the request of the 
child ren themselves. 

Whenever a need is expressed, 
we check to see if there is enough 
interest and if there is the leader­
ship; if so, we start a support group. 
We envision dozens of groups 
beginning in the next number of 
years. The home groups are for the 
church members and adherents. 
The support groups are designed 
not only for outreach to the commu­
nity but also for our own people. 
We are using the Serendipity materi­
als and find them the best for our 
purposes. 

Some exciting things are happen­
ing. When someone is sick, d ifferent 
group members bring meals for the 
family . Others look after the chil­
dren when someone goes into the 
hospital. The great thing is that I 
am not even involved as a pastor. 
This spontaneous support is going 
on among the people because they 
have become bonded in small 
groups of deep interpersonal 
rela tionships. 

Each group has an "empty chair" 
to represent those for whom they 
should be praying and inviting to 
the group. For us, small groups are 
not an option-THEY ARE THE 
CHURCH!O 

Tlie Rev. Lnrry Froese is tlic pnstor of n 
former c'111rc'1 pln11ti11~ pro;cct, RiPcr­
side Baptist C/111rc/1, Dl.'7.>0 11, AB. Tl1is 
C'111rc/1 becn111l.' self-s11pporti11~ i11 1992. 
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•Reach and serve people from vari- Wha t Are the Consequences? complete, but it is never a source of 

The Impact of Rising 
Expectations for the Church 

by Lyle E. Schaller 

they are d ischarged 
•The quality of the wor­

f 'P eople expect more 
from the churches 
than they did 40 

years ago," reflected the 
71-year-old minister w ho 
had retired five years 
earlier. "It's a lot harder to 
be a pastor today than it 
was 40 years ago!" 

OF C.OURSf, OUR ATTfNDANCf 
IS OOWN AND OUR GIVING 

l~NT RIStNG, BUT THE SUN 
JS SHINJNG Afui THE BU~OS • 

ship experience to be 
comparable to w hat can 
be seen on television 

• Intercessory prayer cen­
tral to the life of tha t wor­
shiping community 

That retired minister is 
correct. It is far more diffi­
cult to be a pastor today 
than it was in 1953-or even 
as recently as 1973. Both 
churchgoers and the general 
publ ic expect more from the 
churches. Before exploring 
those expectations and their 
impact, it may be useful to 
d efine the "typical" or the 
normative congregation. 

ARE SINGING.·· 

I ___ L_ _ _ . -
1 

• An effort made to trans-
mit traditional moral val­
ues and trad itional stan­
dards of e thical behavior 
to the next generation 

• Alloca te a respectable 
proportion of all d ollar 
receipts to missions 

• H elp feed the hungry 
•Help shelter the homeless 
• Help the unemployed 

find suitable jobs 
• Provide counseling for 

those seeking it 
• Offer choices for ad ul t 

Bible study 

O ne criterion for d efining 
the typical congregation is 
that it is neither large nor 
small. One-third of the con­
gregations have a larger 
crowd at worship and one­
third have a smaller crowd. 
In broad general terms, two­
third s of a ll congregations 

'~ .. denial is never a source 2f. 
either hope or creativ1ty !'' 

• Offer a range of minis­
tries for youth 

• Make ava ilable a range of 
ministries for senior citi­
zens 

in American Protestantism 
average fewer than 11 0 at worship 
(See table). 

What do people expect of the 
chu rches today? There is no one an­
swer, but the expectations a re fa r 
greater than they were 40 years ago. 
It s hould be noted that not everyone 
expects every congregation to be 
able to fulfi ll every one of these 
common expectations. 
•A meaningful worship experience 

at least once a week with a rele-
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vant, memorable, and mea ningful 
sermon 

• Sunday school classes for all chil­
dren and youth as well as fo r at 
least some ad ults 

• Convenient and sa fe parking 
• An adequate level of pastora l care 

fo r all members 
• While the distance from home to 

hospital may be increasing and the 
length of hospita lization has been 
shortened, the pas tor w ill ca ll on 
all hos pita lized members before 

• Offer a n after-school pro­
g ram for children 

• Offer a preschool program for 
two- to four-year old children 

• Make ava ilable high-quality all­
day child ca re to pa ren ts a t moder­
ate cost 

•The pastor to be a genera list wi th 
several specialized skills 

• Provide health ins urance and suit­
able. housing fo r the pastor and 
fam ily as well as a fair cash salary 

• The quality of the p hysica l faci li­
ties to be comparable to new con­
struction 

ous cultura l, language, racial, and What happens w hen expectations either hope or creativity. 
nationality backgrounds exceed the resources of two-thirds 2) Search for a scapegoat. One 

•Attract at least as many new mem- or nine-tenths of all Protestant scapegoat is the consumer society. 
bers annually as it loses churches? Among the more highly People should replace their personal 

• Music ministry to both please and visible are these expectations w ith grea ter institu-
inspire everyone • The majority of Protestant congre- tional loyalty and stronger support 

• Offer both a choice of time and of gations are shrinking in size. for tradition. Another scapegoat is 
worship fo rmat every Sunday • The very large congregations with the pastor. If the pastor would work 
morning an exceptionally high quality harder, pray longer, and be more 

• Be prepa red to respond in a mean- seven-day-a-week ministry filled careful in the selection of a spouse, 
ingful way to a broad range of reli- with choices are attracting a d is- more of the expectations of the peo-
gious needs proportionately large number of a) pie would be met. 

•The teaching ministry to include church shoppers, b) adults born 3) Place greater expectations on 
choices for all ages during the after 1955, c) paren ts with high ex- continuing education experiences 
week pectations for their child ren, and for both pastors and volunteer lead-

• Mutual support groups for a vari- d ) those seeking a strong teaching ers. 
e ty of needs ministry. 4) Enl arge the expectations pro-

• The vision of congregations as •The neighborhood congregation is jected of theological seminaries. 
centers of hea lth: People expect being replaced by the regional Most of these are not reasonable ex-
help for their spiritual, emotional, church as churchgoers display a pectations. For example, it is unfair 
physical, prayer, a nd psychologi- w illingness to drive longer dis- to expect a seminary with fewer 
ca l needs. tances to have their expectations tha n 75 graduating seniors going 
Tha t is fa r from a comprehensive fulfilled. into the church ministry to be able to 

list o f ex pecta tions. It does illustrate • An unprecedented number of pas- mobilize the resources necessary to 
that in recent years the rising expec- tors are choosing to take early re- train s pecia lists in a dozen or more 
tations have exceeded the resources tirement where attractive pension specialties in ministry. 
of the ty pical Protestant congrega- a nd hea lth insurance programs for 5) A growing response is to look 
tion. ea rly retirees are offered . to the very large congregations that 

• A growing proportion of ministers are fill ed w ith hope, optimism, a nd 

THE MIDDLE THIRD 
(By Average Worship Attenda11ce) 

American Baptist Churches .... 56-116 
Assemblies of God ......... 49-100 
Baptis t General Conference .... 88-155 
Christian (Disciples of Christ) .. 58-11 0 
Church of the Nazarene .. .... 48-105 
Episcopal Church ......... 68-165 
Evangelical Covenant Church .. 68-140 
Evangelical Free Church ..... 62-201 
Ev. Lutheran Church in America. 79-157 
Free Methodist .. . ........ 39-73 
Lutheran Church-

Missouri Synod ... . ..... 80-160 
North American Baptis t 

Conference ........... 70-141 
Presbyterian Church in America . 63-127 
Presbyterian Chu rch (U.S.A.) ... 51-124 
Reformed Church in America .. 97-176 
Southern Baptist Convention• .. 52-110 
United Church of Christ ... . .. 58-120 
Uni led Methodist Church . . ... 37-89 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lu theran 

Synod . ............. 66-140 

•ansed 011 S1111dny ntte11dn11ce 11enrest report­
i11g time. 

are leaving the parish ministry be- skill to a) provide continuing educa ­
fore what would be their third tion experiences for both clergy and 

pastora te. 
•The divorce rate among the clergy 

has gone up substantially since 
1955. 

• Pastors are leaving small a nd mid­
dle-sized congregations to accept a 
call to the staff of the large church. 

• The demand for generalists in the 
church ministry is dropping, and 
the d emand for highly skilled spe­
cia lists is r ising. 

•Those denominations that believe 
in the efficacy of fina ncia l subsi­
dies are finding the d emand for fi­
nancial help exceeds their re-
sources. 

• Mora le has become a serious prob­
lem for an increasing number of 
pastors a nd congregations. 

What Are the Res ponses? 

1) Denial- the easiest response. 
Sometimes the den ia l is outright and 

la ity, b) prepare people to be staff 
specia lists in other churches, and c) 
train people to become pastors in 
high-expectation congregations. 

6) Allocate more resources to re­
cruiting people to go to seminary to 
compensate for the higher attrition 
ra te a nd the early retirements. 

7) Perhaps the most creative and 
least v isible response is to view this 
as a systemic issue. What is not 
working in the present systems that 
means relatively few congregations 
a re able to respond effectively to this 
rising tide of rising expectations? 
That could be the most productive 
beginning point for those seeking 
change.O 

Copyrigl1t © 1993 by Lyle E. Sclinllcr . 
530 North Brni11nrd Stret't , Nnpcruiflc. 
IL 60563-3199 
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Medical Survey Opens Door 
to Vill_age of Unreached People 

f M e sha shu ( . . . . . . 
"-Afe na njiere Sh~"'pamom / ~ . . . . . . . . . . I greet you. 

I am learning Shupamo . 

by Kathy Kroll 

O ne of our village baseline 
su rveys this year in Cameb"; ,. 

oon , West Africa, was in a Bamoun 

v illage. Since Februa ry, God has 
been op ening d oors of ministry for 

m e with this e_rima rily Musl~-­
p eople group . About 400,000 
Bam oun people live in the Fren ch­

s p eaking part of Camero~. Since 
they s p ea k a com mon langu age, 
they a re o ne of the la rgest lang u age 
g roups in Cam eroon. A s a ne igh bor­

ing tribe of our local p eo ple, ma~ 
of th e m com e to Banso for m edica L 
care. Today, we a dmitted 12 of 

t hem to the hos pita l. 
After our v illage visit, I met a 

numbe r o f Bamoun people w ho are 
working in this area. Throug h the m , 
I began meeting th e ir p eople w ho 
are coming to Banso Bap tis t H ospi­
ta l. We find commu nica tio n diffi­
cult because man y o f them cannot 
spea k Eng lish, Pidgin, o r French. In 
a.nswer to prayer for God's direc­

tion, H e provided a lo cal Ba moun 

fam ily who are teaching me 
Shupamom. ~ 

Many afternoons w h en I leave 
my office a t the n urses' tra ining 
sch ool, J go to th e hospital kitch e n s 
to visit. The carer s of the h ospi ta l­
i/.ed patients cook and s leep there. 
They o ffer me a log o r one of the ir 
mats as a p lace to s it. A mid the 
smoke from the open fires and th e ir 
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e xcla m a tio n s o f e ncouragem e nt, I 
ha ltingly practice the few n ew sen­
te nces I have lea rned. Learning the 
ton es a n d no n- Eng lis h so unds 
proves a cha llen ge. I a m making 
s low b ut d efini te progress. _,/ 

T h e Health Board o f th e Cam e r­
oon Ba ptis t Con ven tion ha s two 
health ce n ters n ea r or in the Bam­
o un a rea . Two v illage hea lth posts 
a re supervised by these h ea lth cen­
ters a n d a n add itiona l village health 
pos t will most likely b e opened this 
year. 

M a ny of th e people ha ve com ­
m e nted tha t they apprecia te s taff 
taking the time to s ta rt the day with 
p raye r and praying fo r the patie nts . 
Watching the rows o f M u s lim m e n 
p raying in fro nt of the hosp ital h e re 
fi ve times e?ch day im presses one 
w ith the s ig nificance o f ta king tim e 
to pray. 

Pray tha t ou r health care wi ll con­
tin ue to m a ke a differe nce, beca u se 

it is done in the na m e o f Jesus and 
tha t we w ill reflect the Lig h t of G od 
in a way that w ill draw p eople to a 
persona l re la tio n s hip w ith Him. 0 

Kathy Kroll is an N.A .8. medical mis­
sionary serving in Cameroon, West 
Africa, ns Director of CBC Private 
Training School for Hen/th Personnel. 

• ALYCE BIBELHEIMER (76), Cathay, 
N D; born Oct. 31, 1915, to Gust and Johan­
na Redd ig; d ied Aug. 9, 1992; married 
Louis E. Bibelheimer in 1937; acti ve mem­
ber, WMF, S.S. su perintendent and teacher, 
deaconess; served on Crystal Springs 
Camp board; survived by her husband, 
Louis; one daughter, Janice Shepherd, 
Scottsdale, AZ; one son, Roy, Cathay; five 
g randchild ren; three g reat-grnndchildren; 
one brother, Otto; four sisters: Lydia Helm, 
Elizabeth Reddig, Laura Reddig, and Ruth 
Gille; the Reverends Vernon Schneider 
and Oliver Bender, pastors, funeral service. 

• DANIELLE ELENORE HALLDORS­
SON (3), Winnipeg, MB; born March 12, 
1990, to Mishael and Liana Halldorsson; 
died May 21 , 1993; survived by her par­
en ts; one brother, James; her grandparents; 
great-grandmother; her church family at 
New Life Ministries, Winnipeg; Gregory 
Gla tz and Hardy Groening, pas tors, 
funeral service. 

• RUDOLF BUCHHOLZ (87), Chilliwack, 
BC; born March 27, 1906; d ied March 23, 
1993; member, Eve rgreen Baptis t Church, 
Chill iwack, BC; survived by his wife, Rita; 
one son, Alfred; one daughter, Elli Buch­
holz; three grandchildren; Mr. Matt 
Dressler, pastor, funera l service. 

• HELMUT GEORGE DYMMEL (93), 
Salem, OR; born April 24, 1899, to Michael 
and Matild e Dymmel in Pabianice, Polilnd; 
died Apri l 19, 1993; sergeilnt in the 1920 
Bolshevik Cilmpil ign in Poland; immi­
grated to the U.S. in 1923; milrried Mildred 
Berger in 1926, who predeceased him in 
1976; very active in youth and choi r;. . 
served on youth committee of the D1stnct 
Baptis t Churches of Lodz, Poland; graduil­
ted from N.A.B. Seminilry, Rochester, Y; 
received Bachelor of Di vinity degree, Col­
gil te Roches ter Divinity School, 1931; Uni­
versity of Rochester, 1932; Mas ter of Theol­
ogy d egree, Colgate Rochester Div.inity. 
School, 1934; University of So. Cilhforn1il 
a nd Univers ity of Chicago, 1940--l-l; or­
dained at Trinity Bilptist Church, Portland, 
O R, Ju ly 17, 1926; served as assistant pas­
tor, Trinity Baptis t, Portlilnd, 1926-28; pas­
tor, Commu nity Church, Hartsville, Y, 
1930-32; German pilstor, Salem Evangeli­
cal Church, Rochester, NY, 1932-38; 
teacher, .A. B. Seminilry, 1930-32; ins truc­
tor, N.A.B. Seminilry, 1932-38; pastor, 
Bethel Baptis t, Anaheim, CA, 1938--14; 
1 lome Mission Secret;iry, N.A .B. Confer­
ence, 1944-46; General Mission Secretary, 

.J\.B. Conference, J 9-16-50; in bus iness, 
Chicago, IL, 1951-62; teilcher of modern 
lilnguages, Kenda ll College, Evanston, IL, 
1962-66; Germil n pilstor, Eden United 
Church of Chris t, Chicago, IL, 1968-72; lin­
guist with knowledge of seven languages; 
il n ilSsiduous reader; il lover of music, 
reilding, writing, will king, and photogra­
phy; il unique pen;on: proper il nd digni­
fied , interested in people, a conversiltil>nal­
ist, one w ho enjoyed life fully; author, He 
lfr~lorcth My 5011/; member, Riviera Bil ptist 
Church, Salem, OR; predeceased by his 

son, George in 1992; survived by one 
daughter, Joa n (John) Immel, Newtown 
Square, PA; one brother, Ceasar; two sis­
ters: Selma Loefler and Lily Herke; six 
grandchildren; three great-grandchild ren; 
the Reverends Wally Kroguletz, LeRoy 
Schauer, Eric Ku hn, and Jacob Gunst, 
funeral service. 

• LENA GIESEKE (70), Aplington, IA; 
born Ju ly 31, 1922, to Otto and Grace 
Berends Paterni in Butler County; died 
April 18, 1993; married LeRoy Gieseke, 
Aug. 23, 1945; active member, church sec­
retary, Aplington Baptist Church; Bible 
study guide for Stonecroft Ministries, 12 
years; served in community organiza tions; 
predeceased by her parents; survived by 
her husband, LeRoy, Aplington; three 
sons: Lowell (Gayle), Edenton, NC; Leland 
(Evelyn), Derby, KS; Larry (Diane), Rich­
field, MN; seven grandchild ren; one sister, 
Jeanette Kliege; two brothers: Lawrence 
and Bill Paterni; the Rev. Rod Thompson, 
pastor, funeral service . 
• ELSIE ELIZABETH JASTER (82), Chilli­
wack, BC; born Sept. 28, 1910, at Moses 
Lake, WA; died March 3, 1993; married the 
Rev. Robert Jaster, Oct. 27, 1929; member, 
Evergreen Baptist Church, Chilliwack; 
served the following churches with her 
husband: Emmcmuel Baptis t, Valleyview, 
AB, 1946-50; Nokomis (SK) Baptist, 1950-
54; Regina, SK, 1954-57; Onoway (AB) Bap­
ti st, 1958-64; Evergreen Baptist, Chilliwack, 
BC, 1964-71; Baptist Haven of Rest, Med i­
cine Hilt, AB, 1971 -75; predeceased by her 
husbdnd, Rubert, and two sons; sun·i\·ed 
by three sons: Rilymond, Kelowna; Eu­
gene, Cranbrook; I-lilrvey, Oakville, 0 ; 
three daughters: Carol (John), Blessin, Sar­
dis, BC; Laurie James, San Francisco, CA; 
Shil ron Ji1s ter, Chill iwack; 12 g randchi l­
dren; 1-l great-grandchi ldren; one brother, 
Elmer Lehm11n; two sis ters: Alice Bayer 
and Ann Funk-Potrntz; Mr. Matt Dressler 
and Dr. 1 lelmut Waltereit, pilstors, funera l 
service. 
• JACOB KIRSCH MA I (79), born Aug . 
12, 1912, Leola , SD; to Jacob ;ind Ka therine 
(Kaull Kirschman and EMM A KI RSCH­
MAN (77), born Milrch 31, 191 5, to Fred 
;ind Louise (Dohn) Loebs of Le<>lil, SD; 
died June 12, 1992, in a car accident; thev 
were married Oct. 12, 19-ll ; members, · 
Leolil (SD> Baptist Church; surv ived by 
one daughter, Shelby Jean Johnson, Ellen­
dale, 1 D; two grandchildren; Jawb sur­
vived by three brothers: Edward , Herbert, 
and Erv:in Kaul; three sisters: Lvdia ies, 
Rose Kopang, Anna Opp; Emnia survived 
by a s ister, Li1dena Ketterling; the Rev. 
Perry Schnilbel , pilstor, fu neral service. 

• GEORGE LAUBACH (81), Okeene, OK, 
born Feb. 25, 1912, to Henry ilnd Mollie 
Laubach; d ied March :n , 1993; mil1Tied 
Elta Lilub,1ch, Nov. 23, ·19'.\3; fili th ful mem­
ber, Zion Baptist Church, Okeene, OK; pre­
deceased by his wife, Ella; survived by one 
son, RDbert George, Okeene; one daugh­
ter, Faye Lynn l Io ffner, Okeene; four 

IN MEMORIAM 

grandchildren; one step-grandchild; a nd 
many grea t-grandchildren; the Rev. An­
thony Dickerson, pas tor, funeral service. 

• EDWIN LOEBS (82), Leola, SD; born 
April 30, 1909, to Gottl ieb and Katherine 
(Heupel) Loebs; d ied Mar. 26, 1992; mar­
ried Emgard Mund, Sept. 25, 1936; mem­
ber, Leola (SD) Baptist Church; survived 
by his wife, Emgard; two sons: the Rev. 
Leslie Loebs, Beaver City, NE; Melvin, 
Aberdeen, SD; one daughter, Sharlene 
(Darrel) Chapman, Greeley, CO; one 
brother, Albert; three s isters: Martha 
Heyd, Ella Merkel, and Leona Pinke; four 
grandchildren; two great-granddaughters; 
the Reverends Perry Schnabel ilnd Arnold 
Friez, pastors, fu neral service. 

• ELLA KA THERI NE LOEBS (75), Leola, 
SD; born Jan. 27, 1918, to Christian and 
Lydia (Lautt) Opp; died Feb. 1, 1993; mar­
ried Albert Loebs, lov. 2, 1941; member, 
Leola (SD) Baptist Church; survived by 
her husband, Albert; one son, Jerald, Aber­
deen, SD; one daughter, Jo Ann Nixon, 
Olivehurst, CA; two brothers: Harold a nd 
Wilbert Opp; one sister, Caroline Opp; five 
grandchildren; the Rev. Perry Schnabel, 
pastor, funeral service. 

• ALEXANDER RICHTER (92), Medicine 
Hat, AB; born June 14, 1900, to August and 
Eunice Richter in Russia; d ied Jan. 24, 1993; 
immigra ted to Canada, 1926; married Jo­
hanna Felberg in 1933; active member, 
trustee, deacon, S.S. teacher, okomis CSK) 
Baptist Church; member, Faith Baptist 
Church, Regina, SK; sun ·ived by his wife, 
Johanna; one sister, lahida; the Re\·. Grn­
ham Kern, pastor, fu neral sen·ice. 

• ED AL. Z IM MERM A (72), Napo­
leon, D; born Oct. 4, 1920, to Fred and 
Milry (Weber) Pfeifle; d ied June 6, 1993; 
married John Zimmerman, Feb. 2, 1940; 
active member, S.S. teacher, S.S. treasurer, 
chu rch clerk, Napoleon Baptist Chu rch; 
predeceased by her parents; her husband, 
John; one sister; two step-sisters; and four 
step-brothers; survived bv two sons: 
Arnold (Sandi) and Dwai'n; one daughter, 
Phvllis Nygaard ; seven grandchi ldren; 
fi \·e great-grandchildren; one brother; two 
s tep-brothers; the Re\·. Edward Kopf, 
pastor, funera l sen·ice. 

• MAGDALEi'\A SCHMIERER (illmlist 
'll), Trochu, AB; born Mav 9, I 902, to Jl>hn 
and Barbara Weigum, in Mound City, SD: 
died May 6, 1993; married John Schmierer, 
Oct. 3 1, 1921; lm·ed to s ing, active nwm­
ber, S.S. teacher, WMF, Tnichu (A B) Bap­
tist Church; predect'ilSt'd by her husband, 
John; son, Leroy; her parents; four sisters; 
and three brothers; sur\"ived bv three 
daughters: Irene (Mil tL>n) Falk~nberg, Rich-
1mmd , KY; Bernice Stickelmier, Cil lgilry, 
AB: Ardath (Herma n) Eifa, Villa Park, IL; 
11 grandchi ld ren; 17 great-grandchildrl' n; 
l>ne sister, Elizabeth Sl>nnl'nberg; twl> 
brothers: Albert and Eugene; the Rever· 
ends Dean Eisner, l lerman Effa, ,rnd :Vli l­
tl>n Falkenberg, pastors, tu1wral se1YicL'. 
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Prepared for Every Opportunity 
by Jan Fenner, Warren MI 

A relaxed smile crossed my 
face as I picked up my mail. 
My half-day responsibility 

was finished, and it was time to go 
home. I waved a brief gesture of 
good-bye to my supervisor. She re­
sponded by asking if I had time to 
see her in her private office. Having 
no problems or concerns with my 
position, r followed her into the of­
fice and casually took a seat on the 
other side of the executive desk. I 
didn' t have time to anticipate the 
next moment which could hold her 
eternal destiny. 

An overwhelming look of sincer­
ity crossed her face as she stated 
that ordinarily she would never en­
gage someone in a conversation like 
this on company time. She explained 
it would be definitely unethical on 
her part. Without hardly taking a 
brea th, she said, "However, you are 
fin ished for the day, and this will be 
my lunch hour." 

I have to admit that up to that 
point, I was totally relaxed and 
poised in the presence of my boss 
and friend- but now I felt total anx­
iety. Thoughts were racing through 
my mind. What would be consid­
ered unethical? The landscape of 
the abrupt meeting was now taking 
on a rougher terrain. Fast as my 
thoughts were flying, my heart be­
gan to sense a need to get into the 
race. However, the ball was in her 
court, until she leaned back in her 
leather chair and said candidly, 
"Jan, I want you to tell me exactly 
what you believe about God and 
spiritual subjects!" 
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This is the cata lysis that every be­
liever anticipates happening as we 
live the consistent Christian life. 
However, 1 must confess, no one 
had ever asked me that question. I 
conjecture to say, if polls were taken 
among believers, we would immedi­
ately change our weakened theories 
of the productivity of "lifestyle evan­
gelism." In the decades of the 80s 
and 90s, we have been peacefully 
pacified with the notion that living 
a sterling life before the unbeliever 
w ill make them chase us down to 
ask for spiritual direction. 

Thril ling indeed was this one ex­
perience-to be asked to share my 
faith, achieving the admonition of 
the apostle Peter," .. . Be prepared 
to g ive an answer to everyone who 
asks you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have . . . " (1 Peter 
3:15). I mus t add, this opportunity 
had never been mine before, nor 
has it since. 

There's never been a time in my 
life when I didn' t want everyone I 
met to know Jesus Chris t as his or 
her Savior. As a chi ld, I would 
round up scores of children in the 
neighborhood and classroom for 
VBS and Sunday school promotions. 
During my teenage yea rs, the enthu-

siasm was still there. Each summer 
my friends a nd I would invite the 
unsaved to attend the large area 
tent meetings. It was at this time 
that my favorite cousin (from a reli­
g ious home) ca me to know Christ. 

In Bible college, I put my enthusi­
astic evangelism end eavor on hold. 
Why witness to fellow colleagues 
who a lready knew the pla n of salva­
tion having mastered Personal 
Evangelism 101 ? The daily chapel 
speaker and professors continued to 
challenge us with exa mples of 20th 
Century w itnessing. 

Spring and summer came, and I 
walked two extremely importa nt 
aisles. One gave me a degree to pur­
sue a career in teaching and the 
other to become the wife of my col­
lege sweetheart and future pastor. 

As I juggled my role of wife, 
teacher in the public school, and 
piano teacher, I certainly had to put 
the subject of evangelism on hold . 
Once again, I found this cloistered 
life demanded no urgency to pro­
claim the Gospel truths to ou r semi­
narian neighbors. 

My childhood drea ms were being 
fulfilled in this comfortable lifestyle 
as we assumed our role as pastor 
and wife in our first pastorate, a well 
established church. What a position 
of honor was mine every Sunday, 
taking my place beside my pastor 
husband to g reet the hund reds of 
parishioners w ho exited the church 
d oors. It was no difficult task loving 
these who already loved the Lord . 
Fulfilling, indeed, were the hours 
spent preparing Sunday school les-

sons to be taught, speaking engage­
ments, entertaining, visiting the sick, 
and comforting the sorrowing. What 
an isolated environment was ours 
as we tended the aquarium and let 
others do the "fishing for men." 

God abruptly removed us from 
this m emorable ministry of love 
w here every pew was filled and 
church members overwhelmed us 
in a circle of love. So safe was this 
ministry that our four-year-old 
d aughter brought a great theologi­
cal truth to the forefront when she 
marched around the house singing, 
"We are more than conquerors," 
Mel Johnson's theme song. How­
ever, we detected some unidentified 
words and asking for the interpreta­
tion found her to be singing, "We 
are more tha n comfortable through 
Christ w ho loves us so." 

Moving to the Detroit Metropoli­
tan area brought a radical change to 

our pastoral peace. The challenge 
before us was not a traditional sanc­
tuary with filled pews, but a tempo­
rary all-purpose room filled with 
folding chairs. Pews give a message 
of warmth and an appearance of a 
unified group. An empty chair gives 
a blatant message. It was not sur­
prising w hen those empty chairs be­
came purposeful and persuasive. 
The choices for a successful ministry 
were now two. One, insist people 
come through media persuasion, or, 
two, go to them and confront them 
individually-and go we did. 

My aggressive childhood enthusi­
asm for evangelism returned. As we 
walked the streets, I pictured behind 
the closed doors the very principle 
of the urgency of evangelism. There 
is a heaven; there is a hell; there is 
only one Savior and believing is not 
enough. Christ mus t be received as 
an eternal choice. 

This relational approach to evan­
gelism comes straight from the 
pages of the New Testament. When 
God wanted to communicate to 
man, He came and walked among 
us. God didn' t hire a skywriter to 
fill the air with messages. He be­
came one of us so that we could be­
come one of His (Philippians 2:5-11). 

Thus the years of training, Scrip­
ture memorization, and a personal 
confidence to communicate the plan 
of salvation was in hea rt and mind 
on that crucial day. God's power 
and perfect timing w ith my boss 
brought about an opportunity for 
her to come to a saving knowledge 
of Christ as Savior. 

Many years and witnessing expe­
riences have transpired since that 
confrontation. Today, I' m more chal­
lenged, considering the urgency of 
the times, to take the initiative to 
share Christ, and not wait for some­
one to ask. 0 

-Diamonds in the Rough------~ 
by Nancy Le nnick, 
WMF president, Dickinson, ND 

It had been a very warm, humid, 
summer night. I awoke to a loud 
commotion from our family of kill­
deers in the back yard. Looking out, 
I was surprised to see a large black 
raven in the garden. The killdeers 
were only a fraction of the size of 
the raven, yet they were bravely 
running at him, trying to scare him 
away. 

As I looked closer, I saw feathers 
and realized the raven had one of 
the baby killdeers. Even though 
there was great danger for the adult 
birds, s till they tried their best to 
protect and care for their own. 

It made me wonder how we care 
for those around us when there is 
danger, ridicule, or need for us to 
g ive our time, ta lents, or money? 
When we see those around us w ho 

a re facing great obstacles in their 
lives, is it easier to just walk away? 
Do I truly care for the young woman 
who is pregnant and single, or do I 
hold her at arm's length, not getting 
involved? Do I truly care for the el­
d erly lady who is a member of our 
church and now lives in the nursing 
home? Do I care enough to take 
time to send her a card or visit her? 
Do I care enough to give a men­
tally handicapped lady I know a 
hug and a word of encouragement 
that she craves? 

The Lord cared for people with 
needs and had compassion on them . 
Isaiah 49:13 read s," ... The Lord 
comforts his people and will have 
compassion on his afflicted ones." 

The Lord continues to chip away 
at my selfishness in these areas of 
my life, so I will be more available 
to encourage and help others who 

have need s and hurts. Someone has 
said, "A friend is someone who 
comes in when the whole world has 
gone out." Each d ay, I need to re­
member His great love for me and 
be w illing to share it w ith w hom­
ever He directs. 0 

Share Your Ideas 
What C hris tmas outreach activi­
ties have been effective in helping 
your WMF group minister to the 
women in your community? We'd 
like to publish your ideas in a fu­
ture issue of the Baptist Herald to 
share w ith the women of our Con­
ference. Send a brief d escription of 
the outreach activity I program 
and the name of the WMF contact 
person in your church to Pam 
Arends, 17105 Barnstable Drive, 
Rockville, MD 20855. 
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I 
COMMISSIONED TO WITNESS 

Praise God for people 
receiving Christ as 
Savior and for His 
growing church 

• BENTON HARBO R, MI. 
Pastor John Kaufield bap­
tized two people and a t the 
same service welcomed 
three adult members into 
the fellowship of Napier 
Parkview Baptist Church. 
At a different service, three 
children, were dedicated to 
the Lord. -Mildred Enders 

• TACOMA, WA. Calvary 
Baptist Church held two 
baptismal services in 
which four young boys, 
two young adults, and one 
youth were baptized by 
the Rev. Don Burnett.­
far/ Shadle 

• YORKTON, SK Youth 
pastor Kim Martens bap­
tized one youth who was 
then welcomed into the 
fellowship of Heritage 
Baptist Church by the Rev. 
Robert Sandford.-Hertha 
Rowden 

• FESSENDEN, ND. Pas­
tor Oliver Bender baptized 
four youth at First Baptist 
Church.-Bobbie Wiese 

• EUREKA, SD. Pastor 
Perry Schnabel baptized 
and welcomed one youth 
into the fellowship of Fi rst 
Baptist Church.- Irene 
Kus/er 

•GOODRICH, N D. First 
Baptist Church and Pastor 
Kenneth Wutzke wel­
comed a couple into the 
fellowship of the Church. 
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• WISHEK, N D. Pas tor 
Gordon H uisinga bap tized 
and welcomed one adult 
and one youth into the fel­
lowship of First Baptist 
Church .-Peggy Bettenhau­
sen 

• SURREY, BC. Pastor 
Richard Yates welcomed 
two people by letter of 
transfer and baptized s ix 
candidates. Pastor Yates 
recently discipled at least 
ten potential candidates 
during Sunday morning 
Welcome Classes. "He 
shares with them informa­
tion about the N .A.B. Con­
ference and other facets of 
church life," reports Viola 
Pahl. 

• PORTLAND, OR. Pastor 
Randy Kinnison baptized 
eight children, who had at­
tended baptismal classes 
led by Ron and Kim 
Christensen and w ho have 
participa ted in the Awana 
program at Bethany Bap­
tist Church. Kim Christen­
sen is Director of Chil­
dren's Ministries a t the 
Church.-Herbert Halstead. 

• WINNIPEG, MB. Three 
people publicly declared 
their fai th in C hris t and 
were baptized by Pasto r 
Gordon Frei ter at Rowan­
dale Baptist C hu rch. - H . 
Kahler 

• PORT COQUITLAM, 
BC. Pastor Dave Bootsma 
baptized four young peo­
ple at Mary Hill Baptist 
Church.-/nna Edel 

• STEAMBOAT ROCK, 
IA. Five people, four by 
baptism and one by con­
fession of fa ith in Jesus 
Christ, were welcomed 
into the fellowship of First 
Baptist Church. Pastor Mi­
chael Lerud also held a 
child d edication service for 
five couples w ho came for­
ward to dedicate their chi l­
dren.- Verna L11ike11 

• WINNIPEG, MB. Pastor 
John Hisel baptized fou r 
people and welcomed 
them into the fe llowshi p of 
McDermot Ave. Baptist 
Church. Three of them rep­
resented three generations 
of one fam ily: the g rand­
mother, mother, and 
daughter. In reality, a 
fourth generation was rep­
resented as it was the leg­
acy of the faith and com­
mitment of the late g reat­
grandmother that led to 
the conversion of her 
daughter, who in turn ex­
posed her daughter and 
granddaughter to the mes­
sage of God' s love.-Maria 
Rogalski 

• FLOWER MOUN D, TX. 
Pastor Ron Presley and 
Cross Timbers Baptist 
Church rejoice in the sa lva­
tion of two you th who ac­
cepted C hrist as thei r Sa~­
ior at the Southern Associ­
ation Ca m p a t Fo rest Glen. 
Since their mother ac­
cepted C hri st and was 
baptized, T. J. and B~tsy 
have asked questions 
about their mother's fai~h. 
Five others accepted Chn st 
as their Savior a t camp as 
well. The Rev. Ron Presley 
is the pastor. 

A fa ther, whose son ac­
cepted Christ as h is Savior 
a t the Sou thern Associa­
tion camp last summer, ac­
cepted Jesus Christ as his 
persona l Savior and Lord 
while in the hospital. His 

son was so excited about 
youth camp tha t he was in­
strumental in his parents 
coming to CrossTimbers 
Baptist Church eight 
months ago. 

A new Sunday morning 
attendance record of 185 
was set in April a t the 
Church w here the Rev. 
Ron Presley is pastor. 

Family from El 
Salvador commit lives 
to Christ 
• SURREY, BC. At a child 
dedica tion service con­
ducted by Pastor Richard 
Yates a t Sunshine Ridge 
Baptist Church, a couple 
from El Salvador brought 
their three child ren. When 
the couple came to Can­
ada, the ir children re­
mained in El Sa lvador for 
several years. During tha t 
time, the parents _accept_ed 
the Lord as their Sav10r 
and worsh ipped with the 
Spanish ministries at Sun­
sh ine Ridge. When the 
family was reu nited, they 
publicly testified that they 
and their household 
wanted to be d ed icated to 
the Lord .-Vio/a Pali/ 

JESUS film shown at 
McDermot church 
• WINNIPEG, MB. The 
JESUS fi lm in English was 
shown on "In terna tiona l 
Students Ministry Sunday" 
at McDermot Ave. Baptist 
Church. A number of Chi­
nese s tudents from the 
University of Ma nitoba 
Hea lth Sciences Centre at­
tended. One of the s tu­
dents made a persona l 
commitment to Jesus 
Christ. There have been 
several conversions as a re­
sult of this ministry. 

One student said, "I 
prayed to receive Christ in 

my own language. I used 
to be lonely since I came 
here to s tud y, bu t now 
that I ha ve Jesus Christ as 
m y Saviour, I don't feel 
lonely anymore because 
Christ is with me."- Maria 
Rogalski 

Kid's Praise Club 
presents musical drama 

• STEAMBOAT ROCK, 
IA. The Kid's Praise Club, 
a 36-voice child ren's choir 
of First Baptist Church, 
p resented the d rama/mu­
sica l, "Fishin ' for Fine 
Fruit," under the d irection 
of Joanna Lerud a nd Kim 
Smith. 

An invitation to re­
spond to Christ was g iven 
at the performance. The 
Rev. Michael Lerud is the 
pastor.-foanna Lemd 

Sunshine Ridge church 
sponsors outreach 
event for youth 

• SURREY, BC. A youth­
sponsored monthly event, 
"Wildlife," a t Sunshine 
Ridge Baptist Chu rch was 
attended by 160 youth. A 
majo rity o f youth were 
fro m the comm unity. 

A guest band, a drama 
on the power o f sin and 
freedom in Christ, and a 
challenging talk communi­
cated the gospel to these 
non-churched youth. 

Twe nty of the Church 
you th, a long with Glenn 
H il ton, youth pastor, at­
tended a ca mpout with 

other church groups re­
porting that the inspiration 
received there was the 
"best ever." 

"Spending time in the 
Word, at camp and then 
sharing it (outreach into 
the community), has pro­
moted growth among our 
youth," reports Viola Pahl. 
The Rev. Richard Yates is 
the pastor. 

Surrey church has 
active Spanish ministry 
• SURREY, BC. La Mision 
Hispana at Sunshine Ridge 
Baptist Church ministers 
to approximately 40 Span­
ish-speaking people of all 
ages on Friday evenings. 

The group divides into 
age groups for Bible tea~h­
ing, prayer, and praise. 
Their objective is not to be 
a church within the 
church, but rather, to inte­
grate wherever possi~le 
with the mainstream activ­
ities of Sunshine Ridge. 

Representatives from 
the Spanish group a_re _on 
the Church's M1ss1on 
Committee, Long-range 
Planning Committee, and 
Women's Ministries. 

"Such interaction pro­
vides a harmonious rela­
tionship and the feeling 
that regardless of race and 
language, we are all '~ne' 
in Christ," reports Viola 
Pahl. The Rev. Richard 
Yates is the pastor. 

Waco church works on 
positive relationship 
with neighborhood 
in transition 
•WACO, TX. "In Chil­
dren's Church, we chal­
lenged our neighborhood 
chi ldren 'to give thanks to 
the Lord' (Psalm 118:1, 
N lV)," report Stephen and 
Lois Reilly, volunteers in 
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rruss10ns through Central 
Baptist Church. "Simple 
food dyes transformed cof­
fee filters into rainbow­
hued rosettes, each fram­
ing a praise card from the 
children. 'I thank God for 
Morn and Dad and broth­
ers and sisters,' one child 
shared. Another simply 
wrote 'friends' in large 
print." 

"When we began work 
in March 1992, our im­
mediate need was a posi­
tive relationship with our 
neighbors," says Stephen. 
"We were newcomers. For 
many years our 'barrio' 
had been in transition and 
even our church had be­
come a stranger in its own 
neighborhood. The play­
ground was fenced, pad­
locked, and unused ." 

Through VBS, Recre­
ation Night, Kid's Choir, 
Sunday School, and Chil­
dren's Church, the Reillys 
are enriching the lives of 
the children in the neigh­
borhood in the name of 
Christ. They have met 
many parents. A few have 
begun to share their joys, 
pain, and spiritual con­
cerns. 

Two youth mission 
teams shared in VBS and 
Recreation Week - the 
neighborhood children ex­
change letters with these 
young people. 

"The congregation at 
Central Baptist Church is a 
great encouragement . . . 
more than half of the ac­
tive members shared in 
VBS and Neighborhood 
Recreation," says Reilly. 

Men w itness to youth 
in school yard 

• PORT COQUITLAM, 
BC. Saturday is almost 
over. A longing look is cast 
at the comfortable chair by 
the TV, but the thought is 
quickly put aside. A much 
more ir11portant work is 
needed to be done. 

Saturday evenings find 
John and Randy on a 
school yard bench in 
prayer. It's time now to 
head for the corner of the 
school yard with Testa­
ments and tracts where a 
group of young people are 
gathered. 

For a year now, many of 
these young people have 
been there listening as 

North rinse Bn ptist Mission tea 111 a 11d 11eish/7orhood child re11 of 
Central Bnptist C/111rch, Waco , TX, Hispn11ic 111i11istry . 
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these men from Mary Hill Baptist Church share Jesus. 
Most of them are lonely and searching. The answer is 
Jesus . So far, one has indicated she accepted Jesus Christ 
as her Savior. Is this worth giving up a relaxing Saturday 
night for? YES!- Irma Edel 

COMPELLED TO SERVE 
Yorkton youth 
plan for Dallas 

• YORKTON, SK. A team 
of youth from Heritage 
Baptist Church hosted a 
Western Night to raise 
funds for their trip to Dal­
las for the Triennial Con­
ference in 1994. After a 
spaghetti supper served by 
the youth, five members of 
the team shared testimo­
nies, western songs, and a 
drama. The team plans on 
ministering in the Dallas 
innercity for one week 
prior to the Triennial Con­
ference, using drama, pup­
pets, and m usic as they 
share the gospel with day­
club children. 

"It's exciting to see the 
youth share their goals for 
the trip and their corrunit­
ment to raising fu nds so 
they can go," says Kim 
Martens, youth pastor. 

Sunshin e Ridge WM F 
h o st special events 

• SURREY, BC. The 
Women's Ministries of 
Sunshine Ridge Baptist 
Church presented special 
events such as garage and 
white elephant sales to 
raise money for missions 
and local projects. 

A fashion show, at­
tended by 275 women, 
many of whom were from 

26 BAPTIST HERALD 

the community, fea tured 
styles from the 1900s to the 
present. Seven booth dis­
plays of old-fashioned arti­
facts were spaced around 
the gymnasium: old furni­
ture, antique typewriters, 
washing machines, books, 
clothing, and other house­
hold items and crafts from 
bygone days. 

The WMF also cele­
brated their 25th anniver­
sary in June w ith six char­
ter members present.­
Via /a Pahl 

West Center Street 
church honors 
graduates 

• MADISON, SD. Recog­
nition of graduation for 20 
seniors from high school, 
college, and universities 
was given a t a potluck 
supper at West Center 
Street Baptist Church. 

A p laque w ith a Chris­
tian symbol made by Den­
nis DeBoer, modera tor of 
the Church, was presented 
to each graduate. A re­
sp onse was given by each 
as to their hopes and p lans 
for the future. 

Dr. Roger Fred rickson, 
Sioux Falls, SD, challenged 
the seniors as they strive to 
achieve the goals they 
have set fort h for their fu­
ture, not to lose sight of 
their Christian fa ith and 

standards. The Rev. Elton 
Kirstein is the interim pas­
tor.-Phyllis Frerichs 

Youth host 
fundraising supper 

• MORRIS, MB. The youth 
of Emmanuel Baptis t 
Church invited the congre­
gation to a spaghetti sup-

per followed by a program 
of music, skits, and d evo­
tionals. 

Of the $400 raised , $300 
was dona ted to the build­
ing project a t Lake N ut­
imik Camp, Seven Sisters, 
MB, a nd $100 was placed 
in a fu nd to assist young 
people to travel to the Tri­
ennia l Conference in Da l­
las in 1994. Mr. Dave 
Kirsch is youth pastor.­
Cynthia Bergstresser 

Deacons sponsor 
breakfast for campers 

• TACOMA, WA. The 
Deacon Board at Calvary 
Baptist Church sponsored 
a "Love a Camper" pan­
ca ke breakfast a fter a Su n­
day worship service. All 
donations went into the 
camp fund to help as ma ny 
young people as possible 
by paying a ll or part of 
their way to camp. The 
Rev. Don Burnett is the 
pastor.-Earl Shadle 

Youth serves with 
Latin American 
missions 

•PAUL, ID. Da niel Renz, 
a member of First Baptist 
Church, is serv ing w ith 
La tin American Missions 
(Spea rhead) in San L~is 
Potosi, Mexico. Dan~el 
Lives w ith a pastor's fa mtly 
in Mex ico and works in a 
loca l church w ith other 
young leaders. The Rev. 
John Ziulkowski is the pas­
tor.-Alice Schenk 

Dresslers speak at 
Napier Parkview 
church 

• BENTON HARBOR, Ml. 
Dr. and Mrs. Harold Dres­
sler, missionaries to East­
ern Europe, spoke at Na­
pier Pa rkview Baptist 
Church. Dr. Dressler sp oke 
on the my ths of Easter, 

outlined the GATEWAY 
Program of the N.A.B. 
Conference, and answered 
questions concerning Dre.s­
sler ' s missiona ry work m 
Russia and Eastern Eu­
rope. The Rev. John 
Kaufield is the pastor.­
M illie Enders 

Napier Parkview 
youth serve in . 
Dominican Repubhc 

• BENTON HARBOR, Ml. 
Three youth and one a~ ult 
from Napier Parkv1ew 
Baptist Church spen.t .two 
weeks in the Donurncan 
Republic helping on co~­
struction projects a nd w it­
nessing to the people. The 
Rev. John Ka ufield is the 
pasto r.-M illie Enders 

Leduc church 
provides supplies for 
inner-city ministry 

• LEDUC, AB. Temple 
Baptis t Church helps sup­
port the Mustard Seed 
Street Church w ith sup­
plies for its food bank as 
well as donations of clo th­
ing and money. A rep? rt 
was g iven of the ha rd ships 
a nd blessings in working 
with street people. 

The Church hosted a 
Berg Chorale concert for 
an a ud ience of 295. There 
was also an evening of 
music by the Potters Clay 
Ma le Quartet. The Rev. 
Gordon Denison is the pas­
tor.-Violet Fleck 

Leduc Women do White Cross 

• LEDUC, AB. The WMF of First Baptist Church rolled 
1,650 bandages and cut and stacked 11,450 4"x4" squares 
during two work days from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

"Seventeen people measured, cut, sewed , tore, and 
rolled ," says Margaret Jabs, White Cross chair. . 

A t a sp ecia l d edication service for the Wlute .cro.ss 
work, former missionaries from Ca meroon and N1gena, 
Trudy Schatz a nd Minnie Kuhn spoke. 

Guess who's the Church. Guest speaker, 
coming to dinner? Lois Kankovsky, used a 

ta pestry to demonstrate al­
• MINOT, ND. A program lowing God to weave the 
called, "Guess Who's Com- tapestry of our lives. The 
ing to Dinner?" was held a t Rev. Douglas Timm is the 
First Baptist C hurch w ith pastor.-lnez Rho11e 
175 people participa ting. 
People were asked to 
choose if they preferred to 
be hosts o r guests and then 
ma tched for the purpose of 
fellowship. H osts d id n' t 
know w ho their guests 
would be, and the guests 
brought the food. New 
and old friends were estab­
lished and renewed a t this 
u nique event. 

'T he Tapestry of Trust" 
was the the me a t the 
wom en's Friendship Tea a t 

Wishek church 
purchases lot for 
additional parking 

• WISHEK, ND. Many of 
the members of First Bap­
tist Church helped tear 
down a house on the lot 
the Church purchased for 
add itional parking space. 
The Rev. Gordon Huisinga 
is the pastor.-Peggy Bet­
tenlia 11sen 

CHALLENGED TO GROW 
Government of Canada 
helps New Life 
M inis tries in 
building expans ion 

• WINNIPEG, MB. New 
Life Ministries' proposed 
build ing expa ns ion was 
moved ahead of sched ule 
by two to three years w hen 

the Government of Ca nada 
approached the Church 
w ith the possibili ty of 
fund ing. 

Because of New Life 
Ministries' commitmen t to 
community development, 
and beca use of sup portive 
letters of reference submit­
ted by other services and 

v s 0 N 

Our Srrategic fucus On The Biblical Imperatives 

agencies in the West End 
of Winnipeg, the Federal 
Government agreed to un­
d erwrite about two-thirds 
o f the cost of expa n s i o n . 

New L ife M inistries h as 

been meeting in a neigh­
bourhood school since it 
outgrew its existing facili ty 
in the fall of 1992. The new 
facility w ill be completed 
by the beginning .of July 
and w ill a lmost tnple the 
space previously available 
to the Church. The Rev. 
Harry Lehotsky is senior 
pastor, and Mr. Greg Glatz 
is associate pastor. 

McDermot church 
dedicates Christian 
Life Centre 

• WINNIPEG, M B. Mc­
Dermot Avenue Baptist 
Church d edica ted its 
Christian Life Centre to the 
glory and service of God 
on May 2, 1993. 

The 17,000 square foot 
multi-purpose addition. to 
the existing church .buil~~ 
ing was erected ll1 r 
sponse to a long fel~ nee~ 
for expanded facilit ies fo 
the ministries of ~he 
Church in the community. 
It w ill enable the Church 

to minister more effec­
tively through the Awana 
program (75 p ercent from 
the community), provide 
add i tiona l s p ace fo r Sun ­
day sch ool classes, library, 

church offices, and hand i­
capp ed access. 

The new facility will 
also be used as a Christian 
Child Care Service, a 
Drop-In Centre for com­
munity youth, and a d istri­
bution place for food and 
clothing for the needy. 

City dignitaries, the ar­
chitect, and builder, pres­
ent at the dedication, par­
ticipated in the ribbon cut­
ting ceremony. Dr. J~hn 
H isel delivered the dedica­
tory message, "Build ing for 
Tomorrow." People from 
the community as well as 
friends and members from 
sister churches also at­
tended . 

"We pra ise the Lord for 
H is fa ithfulness a nd guid­
ance throughout the plan­
ning stages, building pro­
cess, the many volun teer 
hours of our members, and 
the spirit of sacrifice and 
financial support from the 
congregation," says Maria 
Rogalski. 
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Name That 
Church! 

0 ur N.A.B. Conference Her­
itage Commission has 

many unidentified photos. If 
you can identify a photo, please 
send us another picture, present 
address, and his torical data. 

Send your answers to N.A.B. 
Heritage Commission, 1605 S. Eu­
clid Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 57105. 
We would love to hear from you.­
Bee Westerman 
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Binder announces retire­
ment from executive 
director position 

D r. John Binder has notified the 
Executive Committee of the 

N.A .B. Conference of his wish to re­
tire from the position of Executive 
Director of the N.A.B. Conference at 
the conclusion of his three-year term 
in 1994. 

"I a m deeply grateful for the priv­
ilege a nd sense of fulfillment that 
has been mine in serving the N.A.B. 
Conference in this position since 
1979," Binder told the Executive 
Committee. "Your counsel and sup­
port have been invaluable as we to­
gether sought to achieve the chal­
lenging goals of the Conference." 

Search is on for 
new executive director 
by Lois Uptig rove 

0 n Feb. 19, 1993, the Executive 
Committee appointed a Nomi­

nating Committee to conduct a can­
didate search and make recommen­
dation to the General Council fo r the 
position of Executive Director, 
N .A.B. Confe rence. This committee 
includes the Rev. Harvey Mehlhaff, 
Minneapolis, cha ir; the Rev. De nnis 
Dewey, Ka nsas City, a nd Mrs. Lo is 
Uptigrove, Calga ry. 

This Committee distributed a sur­
vey to the Genera l Council represen­
tatives, Conference commi ttee m em­
bers, a rea ministe rs, school faculty, 
and many others involved in a w ide 
variety of Conference minis tries. 
The survey requested comments ~n 
the direction of the Conference 111 

the next te n years, the type o f person 
needed as a leader, and the roles o r 
prima ry fu nctions of the Executive 
Director. From the 165 surveys re­
turned, the Nominating Com m ittee 
presented its initial report to the 
General Council on June 5. 

Reflecting ou r changing world 
a nd changing opportun ities, o ur 

people call for the new v1s1on a nd 
change of emphasis to include 
• Promoting evangelistic outreach in 

Nor th America throug h church 
p lanting, as we acknowledge e th­
nic d iversity, community needs, 
and sensitivity to the unchurched. 

• Prioritizing the functioning of the 
Conference office as a service body 
to he lp local chu rches strengthen 
their ministries w ithin the ir com­
munities in the areas o f renewal, 
revitalization, evangelism, and ad­
dressing human needs. 

• Refocusing and redefining interna­
tio nal mission efforts and targets 
in light of changing opportunities. 

• Acknowledging our unique ser­
vices w hile we increase the com­
b ining of resources and network­
ing with other Christian groups 
for increased effectiveness a nd 
more responsible stewardship. 
These p riorities for Confe rence 

m inistry were seen to requ ire an Ex­
ecutive Director who was first a vi­
sionary, then a leader, then a Con­
ference representative a nd spokes­
person. The qualities seen as most 
important were spir itual maturity, 
integ rity, strong communication 
skills in both public speaking and 
interpersonal relat io nships, opti­
mism grounded in realis tic expecta­
tions, innovation, ma nageria l expe­
rience, and team-building skills. 

The task ahead clea rly reminds us 
of o ur dependence on God fo r g uid­
a nce, clari ty, and confidence. The 
g reatest need. is for the Conference 
membership to commit th is issue to 
personal and corporate prayer. Your 
p rayer support for the Committee, 
the cand ida tes that wil l be consid­
ered , the Genera l Council, and Con­
ference minis tries is vital. The Nom­
inating Committee welcomes any 
communica tion you would like to 
sha re. Updates w ill appea r in future 
issues of Baptist Herald and "N.A.B. 
News." T hank you for you r individ­
ual and church p rayer commitment. 

Co111111e11ts 111ny lie sent lo the Rev. J-lnrvey 
Meltllmff, Fn1tlt Baptist Clt11rc/r, 4350 
R11sscll Az>e. N., Mi1111enpolis, MN 55412. 

Commencement Exercises 
• The Rev. Herman Effa, missions 
d irector, N.A.B. Conference, received 
the honorary Doctor of Divinity degree 
at the commencement services at N.A.B. 
Seminary in Sioux Falls, SD, in May. 

•The Rev. Siegfried Schuster received 
the earned Doctor of Ministry degree 
from the N.A.B. Seminary, Sioux Falls, 
SD, in May. 

Ministerial Changes 
•The Rev. Richard Yates to pastor, 
Sunshine Ridge Baptist Church, Surrey, 
BC. 

•The Rev. Paul Humphrey from pas­
tor, Gillette Baptist Church, Wyoming. 

•Mr. Steven Paul Dunkel to pastor, 
Central Baptist, George, IA. 

•Mr. Sid Warren to assistant pastor, 
Lakeview Heights Baptist Church, 
Kelowna, BC. 

•Mr. Andrew McClure to youth direc­
tor, Timberline Baptist Church, Lacey, 
WA. 
• Mrs. Camila Treptau to Christian ed­
uca tion director, Faith Baptist Church, 
Minnea polis, MN. 
•The Rev. Dennis Kee from pastor, 
Calvary Baptist Church, Parkersburg, 
IA. 
•Mr. Kirk Schneemann to program­
ming director, Stony Creek Church, 
Shelby Township, MI. 

• The Rev. Ben Terlesky to pastor, 
Summit Drive Baptist Church, 
Kamloops, BC. 
•Mr. Michael Bruni to assistant pas­
tor, Middle Island Baptist Church, Mid­
d le Island, NY. 
•The Rev. Bill Zebell from associate 
pastor, Woodland Shores, Bridgman, 
MI, to First Baptist Chu rch, Romeo, MI, 
effective June 14. 

•Mr. Michael Vauters to pastor, Fol­
somdale Baptist Church, Cowlesville, 
NY. 
•Mr. Greg Gaensler to associate pas­
tor, Century Meadows Baptist Church, 
Camrose, AB, effective May 1993. 

•The Rev. James Dennan from pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Chancellor, SD, ef­
fective June 1993 to attend Iowa State 
University to work on a M.A degree. 

•The Rev. Terry Blanchard to pastor, 
Lakeshore Baptist Church, St. Catha­
rines, ON. 

•Mr. Rick Torkelson to pastor, Wash­
burn Baptist, Washburn, ND. 

•The Rev. Dorsey Tate, Bellwood, IL, 
to interim pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Bellwood, IL, effective July 1993. 

Installation Service 
• OnJune6, 1993, the Rev. Marlin 
Mohnnan was installed as pastor of the 
Aplington Baptist Church, Aplington, 
IA. Participants in the service were the 
Rev. Bruce Rulapaugh, Sheffield, IA, 
message of commitment; the Rev. Mike 
Lerud, Steamboat Rock, IA, scripture; 
the Rev. Harvey Hertz, Aplington, IA, 
Aplington Ministerial Association repre­
sentative; the Rev. Dennis Kee, Parkers­
burg, benediction. The Rev. and Mrs. 
Marlin Mohrman came to serve the 
church on May 30, 1993, from Creston 
Baptist, Creston, NE.-Mnbe/ Li11rle111n11 

Farewell 
• South Canyon Baptist Church held a 
farewell for their associate youth minis­
ter, John Druckemiller, and family on 
Sunday evening, March 28. Representa­
tives of the church's various ministry 
areas took part.-Wnnrln Decker 

Church Name Change 
•Calvary Baptist Church of Fremont, 
Ohio, has changed its name to Collin­
wood Community Church. 

•On Feb. 21 , 1993, Coppell Fellowship 
and Coppell Bible Church, Coppell, 
TX, voted to join their ministries. They 
held their first worship service as a new 
church on March 7, and on March 14 se­
lected the name, Northlake Church. Pas­
tors are the Rev. Dan Heringer and the 
Rev. Philippe Sterling. 

Ordinations 
•Mr. David Tomm, youth pastor at 
Trinity Baptist Church, Portland, OR, 
was ordained into the Christian minis­
try on Sunday, March 21, 1993, by the 
Church. David, a graduate of Western 
Conservative Baptist Seminary, has 
served Trinity Baptist Church two years 
part-time ;md two years full-ti me. David 
and his wife Judy have two children. 
-Do11nlrl Richter 

•Mr. Lloyd Grant, youth pastor, Holly­
view Baptist Church, Boring, OR, was 
ordained on Sunday, March 28, 1993, by 
the Church. Lloyd completed his stud­
ies at Western Conservative Baptist Sem­
inary and looks forward to a ministry 
with youth or as a pastor in the N.A.B. 

Conference. Lloyd is married to Kerri, 
whose father is the Rev. Frank Berg. The 
Grants have one child.- Donnld Richter 

•Mr. Eric Spletzer was ordained 
on May 23, 1993, by First Baptist 
Church, Golden Prairie, SK. Those par­
ticipating in the service were the Rev. 
Rod Masterson, message; the Rev. Irwin 
Kujat, charge to the congregation; and 
the Rev. Charles Littman, ordination 
prayer and ordination certificate presen­
tation. Mr. Spletzer has served at First 
Baptist Church since January 1991. 
-De/nine Mny 

•Mr. Steven Grant Brown was or­
dained into the Christian ministry by 
Moosehorn Baptist Church. The ordina­
tion service was held May 9, 1993, at 
Moosehorn Baptist Church, MB. Partici­
pating in the dedication service were 
Henry Loewen, church moderator; Miss 
Jacqueline Brown, sister of the candi­
date, special music; the Rev. Jake Lever­
ette, area minister, ordination message 
and ordination prayer and certificate; 
the Rev. Paul Baumback, pastor, Temple 
Baptist Church, Jansen, SK, charge to 
pastor; the Rev. Bob Carroll, pastor, Fort 
Richmond Baptist Church, Winnipeg, 
MB, song leader and charge to the con­
gregation. Mr. Brown has served as pas­
tor of Moosehorn Baptist Church since 
1991. -Mrs. Vern Loewen 

N.A.B. RELIEF NEEDS 

Relief Funds 
Needed for Midwest 
U.S. Flood Victims 

In order to help alleviate the 
suffering and great loss of the 
midwest U.S.A. flood victims, 
contrib utions for relief to pro­
vide food, clothing, housing, 
and medicine may be forwarded 
to the North American Baptist 
Conference Relief Fund. 

Funds will be distributed to 
those in need through our local 
churches in the affected areas, as 
well as the Salvation Army and 
the American Red Cross. 

Please 111ake checks pnyable to 
North A111ericnn Baptists , I 11c. 

1 So. 210 S11111111it Ave . 
Oakbrook Terrace, TL 60181 . 
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Excitement mounts as plans 
are made for Triennial Conference 

Excitement mounts as we head 
down the home stretch toward 

the 44th Triennial Conference to be 
held in Dallas, Texas, Aug. 2-7, 1994. 
Recently, the Local Arrangements 
Committee led by Ron Presley, chair, 
and Dan Heringer, assistant chair, 
met to report on the progress of the 
developing programs. 

Guest speakers include Ca lvin 
Miller, professor, Southwestern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary, Fort 
Worh, TX, as morning Bible study 
speaker, and Hugh Litchfield, pro­
fessor, N .A.B. Seminary, as Sunday 
morning worship speaker. 

Exceptional musical talent is being 
booked by Wayne Zeitner of Word, 
Inc., and a member of Northlake 
Church, Coppell, as well as N.A.B. 
Conference members who have vol­
unteered their musical talents. Excit­
ing children's programs, directed by 
Karen McKinley, chair for grades one 
through six, and Anita Hale and Geri 
H eringer, preschool co-chairs, have 

The logo, based on the theme, "A 
Heart That Cares," is an artistic mas­
terpiece by Ron Eddy of Eddy De­
sign and Illustration. Ron is a mem­
ber of Northlake Church, Coppell, 
TX. It clearly conveys N.A.B. Confer­
ence's emphasis on Jesus' command 
to care. 

''Training 
[eaders of 

integrity 
for tlie 

service of 
Clirists 

1(i,ngdom." 

dL 
l Edmonton 

Baptist 
Sem inary 

EDMONTON 
BAPTIST 

SEMINARY 
PROGRAMS OF STUDY 

• Master of Divinity 
• Master of Theological Studies 
• Bachelor of Theology 

MINISTRY SPECIALIZATIONS 

• Biblica l Exposition 
• Church Planting 
• Cross-Cultural Ministry 
• Pastoral Counselling 

CONTINUING EDUCATION 

• Cluster Classes 
• Evening Classes 
• January Session 
• Summer School 
• External Studies 

For further information, contact: 
KURT REDSCHLAG 
Edmonton Baptist Seminary 
11525 - 23 A venue 
Edmonton, Alberta T6J 4T3 
(403) 437-1960 

• Tile Ca11adia11 Se111i11ary vf the Nortlt A111erica11 Ba pt 1st Co11fere11ce 
• Associate Member of the Assoc mt ion of Theological Schools 
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by Holly Strauss 

as their goal to create such outstand­
ing programs that the children will 
never, ever want to miss a Triennial 
Conference. After hearing the re­
ports, we believe this goal will be re­
alized! 

From the availability of Medical 
Care being organized by SuzAnn 
Hill, to the transp ortation need s 
being arranged by Greg Loehr, and 
Mike Howard overseeing all the 
property needs, be assured that ev­
erything will be well taken care of 
during your visit to "Big D." 

Area Minister Milton Zeeb is spur­
ring us on, w hile Treasurer Gregg 
Boyd makes sure we are w ithin our 
budgets under the watchful care of 
Gary McCullough, conference man­
ager. 

Plan now to attend the 44th Trien­
nial Conference in Dallas, TX, Aug. 
2-7, 1994. We' ll be looking for you! 

For informa tion on vacationing in 
Texas, ca ll 1-800-8888-TEX. 0 

"Celebrating the Past, 
Envisioning the Future" 

You are invited to help Greenfield 
Baptist Clwrc/1 of Ed111011to111 AB, 
celebra te its 25th anniversary in 
October 1993. 

• October 8, Special Music Eve­
ning. Fen/ 11ring favorite selections 
• October 9, Thanksgiving Ban­
quet. Speaker: Jake Leverette 
• October 10, Sunday Morning 
Worship Service. Speaker: Rev. 
Tim Schroeder 
Come join us for a special time of 
thanksgiving to our God for what 
He has done in the past and will 
continue to do in the future 
through the ministry of Green­
field Baptis t Church! 

For more information or tickets, 
please contact the Church office. 

Greenfield Baptist Church 
3712- 1145t. 

Edmonton, AB T6f 1M1 
Phone: (403 ) 435-1060 

Building Churches into the 21st Century 
Oak Hills Church Builds 

"A Church for the Non-Churched" 
A fter many years of 

prayer, planning, 
sweating, and trusting, Oak 
Hills Church in Folsom, Cali­
fori:ia, . has begun building 
their first permanent facili­
ties. Oak Hills, home to more 
than 400 attenders weekly, is 
an N.A.B. Conference church 
plant, found ed in 1984. 

Senior Pastor Kent Carl­
son remarks, "After nine 
years of being a church 'on­
the-road,' it will be nice to fi­
nally have morning services 
in our own facility." He adds, 
"These are the most exciting 
times we've ever had at Oak Hills. 
And frankly, we can' t wait to see 
w hat God has in store for us next." 

Oak Hills, with the help of the 
Nor-Cal Association and the Church 
Extension Investors Fund, pur­
chased 16 acres of land in a prime 
location in Folsom. Oak Hills has a 
three phase development plan, 
which begins with portable modular 
buildings holding worship for about 
300 and ending with a 1,500 seat au­
ditorium on the grounds. 

Oak Hills has opted for an un­
usual and creative plan for getting 
onto its property quickly. Phase 1B 
development, which will occur in 
about a year, will include a 600-seat 
multi-purpose auditorium, with ad­
ditional phases adding on class-

rooms and an administrative center, 
and concluding with the final phase 
auditorium. But in order to begin 
meeting on its property quickly, 
Oak Hills will establish a complex of 
interim modular buildings. The en­
tire modular building complex itself 
encompasses 13,000 square feet, in­
cluding the 300 seat auditorium. As 
various phases are built and paid 
for, they will begin selling off the 
modular buildings. 

"It's a real testimony to the people 
of this Church that we' re able to do 
this," remarks Pastor Carlson. "God 
has given us a vision of reaching the 
lost. I am absolutely amazed at the 
sacrificies our people are making to 
make this vision a reality. Of course, 
w ithout the vision and support of 

the North American Baptist 
Conference, the Nor-Cal As­
sociation, and CEIF, none of 
this would have been possi­
ble." 

Oak Hills is not a typical 
church. In its short history, it 
has built a reputation in its 
community as an unconven­
tional and unique church. Its 
first official location was in a 
storefront, between a laun­
dromat and a bar. By 1988, 
the Church had grown past 
the point where Sunday 
morning meeting space was 
available. The church began 

meeting on Sunday afternoons, be­
coming "The Sunday Afternoon 
Place To Be." 

Beginning in 1991, Oak Hills 
Church transitioned to a "seeker-tar­
geted church," reaching those non­
churched people in the community 
looking for an alternative to the tra­
ditional churches in the area. The 
Saturday Night seeker service, 
which has a ttracted upwards of 300 
people at a time, features contempo­
rary Christian music, theater quality 
drama, and sermon topics, which 
range from family and marriage is­
sues to money, time management, 
and ambition. 0 
-Manuel Luz, associate pastor, arts 
and worship 

YOUR INVESTMENTS SHOULD DO MORE THAN JUST PAY INTEREST. 
An investment with Church Extension Investors Fund (CEIF) is more than one-dimensional. 

It gives you something other investments d on' t-an opportunity to serve the Lord. 
• CEIF pays you a competitive rate of interest • Uses your 1noney to make low interest construction loans to 

N.A.B. churches throughout North America .. . loans that spur growth • Expa ns ion that enables 
N.A.B. churches to have visible and dynamic outreach into a community 

CEIF provides a safe, solid place for your investment dollars. For as little as $100, 
you can get a current market rate and know you are helping build churches. 

For FREE, lzelpf11l information on lzow to make a sound investment decision, 
w rite or call TOLL FREE 1 (800) 543-CEIF 

Church Extension Investors Fund 
1 So. 210 Summit Ave. •Oakbrook Te1Tace, IL 60181-3994 
Phone: (800) 543-CEIF • Fax (708) 495-3301 
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