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What We 
BELIEVE 

.> 

A condensation of the "Sta tement of Beliefs" 
of the North American Baptist Conference. 

W hen we become Chris
tians, we are born into 
God's family. When we 

join a local church, we become part 
of that family. If tha t local church 
has chosen to be a part of the North 
American Baptist Conference, we 
automatically become a par t of that 
larger family. Our common experi
ence with Jesus Christ and common 
commitment to His mission in the 
world holds us together as a Confer
ence family today. 

• We believe the Bible is God 's 
Word given by d ivine inspira
tion, the record of God's revela
tion of Himself to humanity. It is 
trustworthy, sufficient, w ithout 
error-the supreme authority 
and guide for all doctrine and 
conduct. It is the truth by which 
God brings people into a saving 
relationship with Himself and 
leads them to Christian maturity. 

• We believe in the one living and 
true God, perfect in wisdom, 
sovereignty, holiness, justice, 
mercy, and love. He exists eter
nally in three coequal persons 
who act together in creation, 
providence, and redemption. 

• We believe God created an order 
of spiritual beings called angels 
to serve Him and do His will. We 
believe God created man in His 
own image to have fellowship 
with Himself and to be stewards 
over His creation. As a result, 
each person is unique, possesses 
dignity, and is worthy of respect. 
Through the temptation of Satan, 
Adam chose to disobey God; this 

brought sin and death to the hu
man race and suffering to a ll cre
a tion . Therefore, everyone is born 
w ith a sinfu l nature a nd need s to 
be reconciled to God. Satan 
tempts people to rebel against 
God, even those w ho love Him. 
Nonetheless, everyone is person
ally responsib le to God for 
thoughts, actions, and beliefs and 
has the right to approach Him 
directly through Jesus C hrist, the 
only mediator. 

• We believe salvation is redemp
tion by Christ of the whole per
son from sin and death. It is 
offe red as a free gift by God to all 
and must be received personally 
throug h repentance and fai th in 
Jesus Christ. 

• We believe the Church is the 
body of which Christ is the head 
and all who believe in Him are 
members. Christia ns are com
manded to be baptized upon pro
fession of fa ith a nd to unite wi th 
a local chu rch for mutual encour
agement and growth in disciple
shi p through worshi p, nurture, 

service, and the proclamation of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the 
world. Each church is a self-gov
erning body with a cong rega
tional form of government under 
the Lordship of Christ w ith a il 
members sharing responsibility. 
Its ordinances a re baptis m by im
mersion and the Lord's Supper. 

• We believe religious liberty, 
rooted in Scripture, is the ina lien
able right of a ll individuals to 
freedom of conscience with ulti
mate accountability to God. 
Church and state exist by the will 
of God. Each has distinctive con
cerns and responsibilities, free 
from control by the other. 

• We believe Chris tians, ind ividu
ally and collectively, are sa lt and 
ligh t in society. We affirm the 
fami ly as the basic unit of society 
and seek to preserve its integri ty 
and stability . 

• We believe God, in His own time 
and i~ His own way, w ill bring 
a ll things to their appropriate 
end and establish the new 
heaven and the new ea rth. The 
certain hope of the Christian is 
that Jesus Christ w ill return to 
the ea rth sudd enly, personally, 
and visibly in g lory according to 
His promise. The dead w ill be 
ra ised, and Christ will judge 
mankind in r ighteousness. D 

Tlie complete "Statement of Beliefs " 
and a study guide are ava ilable fro111 the 
North A111erica11 Baptist Conference 
l11ternatio11a/ Office. 

S 
ome ask, "Why sh ould a 
Church be a part of a 
Conference like N.A.B.?" 

I feel it is the best expres
sion o f the Biblical concept of 
the church as a bod y of 
believers (1 Cor. 12:12-31, Eph. 
2:11-22 and 4:1-16). 

When I was born, I became 
part of a particular human 
family. These roots a re of very 
hig h value to m e. Likewise, 
when I became a Christian, I 
was adopted (born) into God's 
fa mily, a local church, a nd a fellow
s hip of churches (the N .A. B. Confer
ence). I believe these spiritual fami
lies are vital to our growth and de
velopment as responsible fo llowers 
(disciples) of Christ. 

The N.A.B. Conference leader
s hip team seeks to respond to the 
need s of our day and the concerns 
expressed throughout our churches. 
With our minds and hearts sincerely 
intent on being obedient to the Lord 
w ho gave us the six Biblical Impera
tives, we have developed ministry 
goals for 1993 (see page 4). With the 
help of the Lord and, you, the peo
ple of the N .A.B. Conference, they 
w ill be achieved. 

It is affirming to hear a prominent 
church consultant, list six primary 
functions of every local church. 
These para llel our six Biblical Imper
a tives: to worship, to grow, to wit
ness, to serve, to g ive, a nd to care. 

Every goal represents a profound 
desire for growth-sp iritual and nu
merical- in the ministry we s hare 
together. Every goal is reachable as 

GIVE 

VISION 
1993 
by John Binder 

God empowers His p eople to 
engage in ministry opportunities 
found in the local church and 
beyond . 

As a member of an N.A.B. Con
ference church, your par ticipation 
in this ministry is vitally important. 
I invite you to do your part by being 
concerned about and contributing 
toward the goa ls outlined in this 
issue of the Baptist Herald. 

Some Christian leaders are d is
couraged a nd fearful about the eco
nomic setbacks and the threat of 
paganis m in North America. It is 
very possible that we will face some 
very tough times w hen it will be 
more difficult to be a Christian. 

The church of Christ has gone 
through periods of pain and suffer
ing in the past. None of us want it 
or like it, but we also need to realize 
that the church has often grown in 
numbers and maturity during 
difficu lt times. 

When 1 was in China four years 
ago, the leaders reported that even 
though Christians in China had 

.. 

. 

suffered severely during the 
past 40 years, their numbers 
skyrocketed from less than one 
millio n w hen the communists 
took over in 1949 to an esti
mated 50 million or more 
today . 

It is critical tha t we seek the 
Lord 's direction through 
prayer to keep our focus clear 
on the priorities and not waste 
energy, time, and resources on 
secondary matters. 

Also, we need to assume the 
role of encouragers one to another. 
Many, today, feel overworked and 
underappreciated. We, as believers, 
are called to the ministry of encour
agement. "Therefore encourage one 
another and build each other up, 
just as in fact, you are doing" (I 
Thess. 5:11). Also we are told to 
"Encourage one another daily, as 
long as it is called today, so that 
none of you may be hardened by 
sin's deceitfulness" (H eb. 3:13). 

Too much of the opposite goes 
on in churches today. Internal 
church conflicts, polarization on 
political issues, and involu ntary 
temunations of pastors are very 
serious issues that need resolution. 

May God bless as we continue 
building our Lord 's Kingdom 
through telling the good news, 
praying, inviting people to follow 
Christ, and through planting new 
churches in North America and on 
seven international mission field s . .....) 

Dr. ]0'1 11 Bi11da is Exerntivc Director 
of the N.A.B . Co11ferc11ce. 
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"W e need a vis ion!" 
"The Conference 
need s a vision!" 

And so, Vision 2000 grew 
out of the hea rts of North 
American Baptist Confer
ence people thinking together 
prayerfu lly in task forces 
across Canada and the 
U.S.A. They answered tw o 
qu estions 

• What, d o you feel, is im
portant for your church 
a nd the Conference? 

• Wha t is need ed in your 
church, fa mily, and per
sonal life? 

Enthusiastica lly, these people 
said that six Biblica l Imperatives: 
Worship, Grow, Witness, Serve, 
G ive, and Ca re-w ith sp ecific a nd 
rela ted goa ls-V ision 2000-should 
be the emphasis a nd direction of the 
N.A.B. Confe rence to the year 2000. 
Delega tes to the Triennial Con fer
ence in 1988 unanimously affirmed 
this. And so, Vision 2000 became 
the strategic Bible-based minis try 
focus of the N.A.B. Con ference of 
churches. 

One Biblica l Imperative has been 
launched each year since 1989. It is 
hoped that churches and ind ivid ua ls 
will continue to grow and ma ture in 
each imperative a lready introd uced 
- responding to each imperative as 
Christ commanded and finding 
cha llenge in evaluation, joy in 
growth, and a fervency in ou treach 
to o the rs. 

Reso urce articles on the impera
tives continue to be p rin ted in the 
Baptist Herald and "Link. " Jn 1993 
resou rces are being provided for 
"Committed to G ive" and in 1994 
for "Commanded to Care." O ther 
resource ma terials are available 
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Vision 2000 
&YOU 

from the Develo pment and the 
C hu rch Ministries Departments. 
The Conference Staff a re eager to 
serv e you by help ing your church 
effectively implemen t the six 
Biblica l Im pera tives. 

Consider your commitment to 
the mission of Vision 2000? How 
ca n you or w ill you m ake these 
command s of Chris t a p riority in 
you r p ersonal life, your home, your 
church, and your community? 

Where are we going in 1993? 

As w e realize and commit our
selves to the minis try tha t we d o 
togethe r as N .A. B. Conferen ce 
churches, w e touch people's lives . 

The following are primary goals 
for 1993: 

• Call for consis tent p rayer minis
try focused specifica lly on sp iri
tua l a w akening a nd world evan
geliza tion 

• In vite people to follow C hris t a nd 
to encourage them to become a 
vita l pa rt o f a local church 

• Build sp iritua lly healthy churches 
by seeking and respo ndi ng to the 

Ho ly Spir it's directio n in 
all administra tive and 
minis try decisio ns 

• Plant a t leas t 42 new 
churches g loba lly throug h 
the work of miss ionaries 
and church plante rs and 
prov ide ongoing s u p port 
services to 23 new 
churches 

• Train as ma ny new 
church lead ers as possible 
globally throug h N.A.B. 
College, Ed m onton 
Baptis t Seminary, N.A. B. 
Semina ry, as well a s 

the Bible tra ining centers a nd 
semina ries in Cam eroon, 
N igeria, Ph ilip p ines, Braz il, 
Mexico, Centra l and Eas te rn 
Europ e, and Japan 

• Encourage youth an d adults to 
participate in "Ga teway" a n d 
Volunteers in Miss io ns p rojects 

• Affirm religio us liberty, jus tice, 
and huma n d igni ty for a ll people 

• Seek to increase the number of 
people w h o give generously to 
the loca l church and N .A. B. Con
'.erence minis tries throug h mod el
ing generous g iving, teaching 
~tewardship, and reporting min
istry results. Furthe r, to ask 
churches a nd individuals to do 
their pa r t through pra ye r a nd 
fina ncia l g iv ing to meet the mis
sion a nd ministry budget goal of 
$6, 100,000. 

W ha t can you a nd you r church 
d o in 1993-1994 to help achieve 
these goa ls? 

The fo llow ing pages w ill g ive 
you a g limpse in to ho w God is 
working throug h these goa ls to 
fu rther His Kingd om. O 

Call for 
consistent 
prayer 
ministry 
focused 
specifically 
on spiritual 
awakening 
and world 
evangeliza tion. 

"Real pray ing isn' t easy. Some times it 
can be agonizingly d ifficult," says Will ia m 
Brownson in his book, Co11mge to Pmy. 
"All of us need w isdom to pray rig h tly, 
discipline to s tructure ou r efforts, 
s tre ng th to rouse ourselves for the task. 
But p erhaps most of a ll, we n eed courage 
to keep a t it." 

Jesus told his friends: that they ou g ht 
a lways to pray a nd not lose hea rt (Luke 
18:1). 

Rea lizing and experiencing the power 
of p rayer, we a re ca lled to be in p rayer 
for the ma ny a round the w orld w ho need 
Chris t, for H is empowermen t as we wit
ness of His saving grace, for His strength 
and gu idance in other people's lives as 
w e ll as in our own, in our church, home, 
and in God 's work around the world, for 
the lead ers in government in ou r commu
nities, cou ntries, a nd nations. 

Some ways we ca n do this is by 

• Setting as id e a special time each day 
for prayer 

• Using a da ily prayer journa l to record 
pra ises, requests, a nd a nswers to prayer 

• Pray ing for people _in ou r church by 
us ing ou r ch u rch d 1rectory, as well a s 
for vis itors in ou r church 

• Pray ing that young people w ou ld 
a nsw e r the call to p repa re for m inis try 
a nd to serve chu rches in N or th 
A merica a nd on our mission field s 

• Pray ing for the church p lan ters a nd 
missiona ries lis ted each Sunday in 
Mo111e11ts witli Corl 

• Pray ing for the churches in our Associa
tion and for pas tors and churches listed 
da ily in Mo111e11ts witli God, t_he N .A.B. 
Confere nce qua rterly devotiona l g u id e. 

• Using "N.A. B. News" a nd "Update" as 
a prayer g u ide 

• Pray ing for jus tice, huma n rig hts, a nd 
relig ious liberty for people a rou nd the 

wo rld 

• Celebrating or pra is ing God for w ho 
He is 

• Re mem bering God 's m ercies as we 
thank H im 

• Asking God for forgiveness as we 
confess our s ins 

• Offer ing o urse lves as living sacrifices 
to God-to do His w ill- by making a 
commitme nt to a task or person (s) 

• Asking God to meet need s 

• Participating in praye r retreats, su m 
mits, and schools of p rayer 

• Leading or participating in a concert 
of p rayer in adoration, confession, 
thanksg iv ing, su p p lication, a nd lis ten
mg 

• Comm itting o urselves to par ticipate 
in the p rayer serv ices of o ur church 

• Being in a n attitude of prayer through
o ut the d ay a s we seek God 's g uidance 
in o u r da ily tasks and d ecis io ns or 
asking H irn to b less those w ith w hom 
we speak o n the p hone or in person 
o r as we w rite a let ter. 

As we p ray, we encou rage those fo r 
w ho m we p ray, a nd in retu rn, they 
e ncou ra ge us as w e hear resp onses like 
the one from Larry eu fe ld, church 
p lanter in Fed era l Way, W A: "Tha n k you 
fo r your p rayers. I know that your 
prayers have mad e a big d ifference in our 
m inistry . I ho p e the d iscipline and 
commitment to pray d a ily for us has 
been a source o f g row th in you r lives." 

Another church p lanter writes: "l t is 
almost as if afte r a year o f pray ing a nd 
w orking tha t God is ready to le t us begin 
g row ing ." 

"Our G od re ig ns! It is o ur d a ilv jov 
and co1wictio n," says Ory n Mein~rt~, 
serv ing in Cameroon . "He has done and 
is do ing g rea t things. 

Let 's co ntinue in p rayer c1 nd praisL' tu 
God, also! 0 
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Jesus promises that His followers will see extraordinary results as they witness to others. 
He does not ask us to do this in our own power but through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Witnessing is showing and telling what God has done for us. 
The primary reason for the existence of the N.A.B. Conference is to witness to those who do 

not know Christ- to the lost-to give them opportunities to become children of God. 
As churches united together to witness, we have made it possible for people like . . . 

Invite 
people to 
follow 
Christ 
and to 
encourage 
them to 
become a 
vital part 
of a local 
church. 
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• The three teams of approximately six people Cl) 

who went to seven outlying villages each to .----cm 
show the Jesus film in Cameroon. "It was incred
ible to see how God continues to reach out to 
people in their lost s tate," refl ects Barry New
man, a s hort-term missionary from Canada, 
serving in the Central Treasury. One of the team 
members remarked how the Gospel impacted 
him in a whole new way w hen he heard it in his 
firs t language. "Now we are g iving that oppor
tu ni ty to many people who had never had the 
Gospel presented in Pidg in English before," says 
Barry. 

The impact of the combination of drama a nd 
familiar language moved more than 20 percen t 
of the viewers to make commitmen ts to Jesus . 
Of the 17,350 that viewed a nd heard the Gospel 
through the film, 1,035 indicated they prayed to 
receive Christ as Savior. At an unscheduled 
showing of the fi lm, a young woman working 
w ith the U.S. Peace Corps received Christ. She 
had tra velled more than 6,700 miles to hea r the 
Gospel and respond to 
it. "Cod s till moves, and 
He is not limited by time (Z ) 

or distance," says Barry. 

During the past th ree or 
four yea rs, the Cameroon 
Sonrise project has taken 
a major step in mass 
evangelism and d is
cipleshi p follow-up. 
"In my follow-up after 
the fi lm was shown in 
the Bankim area, the 
counselors were already 
lead ing 600 of the 1,023 
people who mad e deci
sions in Bible studi es," 
says Da ryl Martin, act
ing crusade ministries 
coordinator. ( I ) 

(3) 

• Missionaries Ralph and Martha Nelson, who work with the fishermen and their 
families in Florianopolis, SC, Brazil. Recently, Nelson baptized people in an in
land waterway. This year, the Nelsons are bringing the Gospel to a previously 
unreached people group in Ingleses on the north of the Island of Florianopolis. 

Toward the end of November 1993, a group being led by Dr. Walter Kerber of 
Calgary, AB, plans to construct a building for this new church plant. (2) 

• Yuri Nakano, a short-term missionary from Canada, who takes opportunities to 
answer questions about Jesus Christ in her English class of Mie University 
students in Japan. A recent class went 40 minutes overtime as students stayed 
to hear Yuri's answers about who Jesus is. "It is a wonderful opportunity to 
share the fact that Jesus was truly an historical person w ho lived on the earth 
about 2,000 years ago as God incarnate to save us from our sins and to establish 
a personal relationship with us." (3) 

• Ron and Joan Stoller, missionaries to Japan, w ho for years worked with the Mie 
University Bible Club, and witnessed to s tudents. Fruits of their labors are evi
dent. This year, the Stollers and guests celebrated the marriage of one of these 
Christian University students to a Christian woman. Seeing another Christian 

(4) 
home started as a result of the ministry the Stollers 
were involved with in Student Evangelism brought 
great joy. Six of the former students came to rejoice 
w ith the bride and groom on this special d ay. In 
June, Ron brought the message at another wedding 
ceremony for two Christians w ho are former Univer
sity Bible Club members. (4) 

• For Aymon Chu, w ho i.n addition to pastoring Faith 
Chinese Baptist Church in Vancouver, BC, ministers 
to Chinese students studying at the University of 
British Columbia. Th rough a Bible Club meeting at 
Ebenezer Baptist Church, he ministers to about 100 
students from Mainland China . Of this Bible stud y 
group of 100, 40 percent have become Christians. 

"Ever since I became a Christian, I had a desire in m y 
heart to minister to my kinsmen. I was surprised to 
be able to do this in Canada." Chu meets with the 
leaders of the Bible study group to do the planning 

(5) and serves in d iscipleship training. 

"I believe the best people to evangelize the Mainland 
Chinese are the C hinese students who have becmne 
C hristians. So, whenever a student becom es a Chris
tian, we imn-1edia tely begin discipleship training ." 
Some of these students have been bap tized and have 
joined Faith Chinese Baptist Church. Thank you to 
Ebenezer Baptist Church," says Pastor C hu . (5) 

• Debbie Kern, a short-term missionary frorn Canada 
serving in Japan, w ho says, "It' s grea t to see the 
Japanese open up to the Gospel. O ne young IT'tan, 
w ho was baptized recently, has been a stude nt oi 
various missionaries through the years. Christians in 
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his town were very good witnesses of Christ to him, also. Praise 
God that he has fina lly decided to follow Christ." Others in 
Debbie's English class show interest in Christ by attending church 
and asking questions about Christianity. 

Many, especially, in Debbie's advanced class, know w ha t is 
involved in becoming a Christian and only need to take that step of 
fa ith. "One student, before being transferred not only thanked me 
over and over again for teaching him English but also for inspiring 
him spiritually," says Debbie. Another person wants to join her 
class not to learn English but to wa tch her Christian lifestyle. (6) 

• Gregg and Maria Evans, who are missionaries serving in church 
planting and leadership training in the Philippines. "When Mr. de 
la Cruz arrived at the introductory Bible study I was leading," says 
Gregg, "he mad e clear to me at the outset that he did not want to 
learn about Joseph Smith, gold plates, or the angel Moroni. He had 
been with the Mormons for a w hile and didn' t want anything 
more to do with them. This time he wanted nothing but the Bible." 

Mr. de la Cruz enthusias tically studied the Bible, intent on com
pleting the lesson in spite of his fa iling vision and hearing. He 
went at it with determination. "Maybe at 80-plus years, he realized 
that he did not have time for a more leisurely approach," reflects 
Gregg. 

Through the introductory session, people get a taste of 
Gregg's Bible study method. They are then g iven a 
week or t"."o to decide if they want to study the six
lesson sen es. Usually a group begins the series in 
e~rnest o~e or two weeks after the introductory ses
sion, but m San Ramon, due to unusual circumstances 
the study was delayed six weeks. ' 

"Mr. de la Cruz could hardly wait for the six weeks to 
pass," says Gregg. He repeatedly urged his neighbors 
to inform him as soon as I returned to the barrio. Jn 
fact, he gave instructions that I was to be sent to his 
house immediately upon my arrival. Such was his 
eagerness f~r Bible study. But I never got the privi
lege of shanng the gospel with Mr. de la Cruz. He 
died suddenly just a week before the series was to 
begin. Bible study had been d elayed too long. 

"In the weeks and months to come, as I lead many to 
Christ in San Ramon, I will remember Mr. de Ia Cruz 
- his eagerness for Bible study, his death, the missed 
opportunity and the urgency of our mission. Evange
lists often remind unbelievers that they d on' t neces
sa rily have tomorrow. Mr. de la Cruz reminded me 
that evangelists don' t necessarily have tomorrow 
either." (7) 

• Missionary Richard Rabenhorst who was involved in a 
Spiritual Awakening and Evangelism Crusade in Porto 
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(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

Alegre, RS, Brazil. He led people in their spiritual 
preparation for the Crusade, promoted the Crusade, 
and served as a counselor. Of the 130 people w ho 
made decisions, 69 accepted Christ as Savior, 18 
reconciled with God, and 18 decid ed to be baptized. 
During this time, Rabenhorst had the opportunity to 
sha re the Gospel personally w ith the mayor of Porto 
Alegre. Another 53 you th and children made 
decisions for Christ a t the Baptist school. (8) 

• Missionary Kenelee Proctor, a school principal/ 
teacher in Japan, who has heard that a student to 
whom she had witnessed in Japan, has accepted 
Christ and has been baptized . "I was absolutely 
amazed ... The Lord has blessed this young 
woman's transition to the American college routine. 
Thank you for your prayers on her behalf. I knew I 
could count on the Lord, and as usual, He did it in a 
magnificent way." (9) 

• Missionaries Ralph and Martha Nelson who tell of 
Andrea, who received Christ through their witness. 
Now zealous in w itnessing, Andrea led a girlfriend in 
a Bible study. Afterward, they walked through the 
public square in Floria nopolis, SC, Brazil. A man, 
holding a poisonous snake in his hand, yelled at the 
crowd that only Satan could protect them from the 
snake. Andrea stood up to him and told him that he 
was wrong: Only God had tha t power. He threatened 
to release the snake, but Andrea, holding her Bible in 
her hand, told him she was no t afraid. The crowd 
clapped. Later, Andrea's friend called her to tell her 
that d ue to Andrea's courage and witness, she had 
accepted C hrist and tha t she had led another friend 
to Christ, also. Andrea's mother had refused to 
consent to Andrea's being baptized. When the 
mother asked her w ha t she wanted for her birthday, 
Andrea, now 12, said: "Baptism," so her mother 
consented. And rea brought her cousin to Church, 
a nd now her cousin does not want to miss Ralp h's 
class on the Book of Isa iah. Andrea, a w itness, gives 
o thers a reason for the hope sh e has in Christ. 

• James Gongon, a N igerian seminary graduate, w ho 
ministers to unreached people in Nigeria. A married 
ma n w ith three children, he works as a Fulani 
eva ngelist in Mbamga. Helping at the local Mambilla 
Baptist Convention Health Center, he calls out the 
names of patients, does open air evangelism, a nd 
visits the compounds of the patients and their 
families to offer help in understanding the Gospel 
message. 0 
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Across Canada and the U.S.A. and on mission fields around the world, 
people are ministering and discipling-helping people 

and churches mature in their Christian faith. People like .. . 

Build 
spiritually 
healthy 
churches by 
seeking and 
responding 
to the 
Holy Spirit's 
direction 
in all 
administrative 
and ministry 
decisions. 

JO BAPTIST H ERALD 

• Dennis, one of the emerg ing leaders 
of the Baptist youth group in Legazpi 
City, Philippines. About a year ago, 
Dennis eagerly accepted the Lord as he 
attended a neig hborhood Bible study 
for the first time. At first, Miss ionary 
Lee Bertsch doubted if such a quick 
d ecis ion was s incere, but Dennis 
seemed to understand quite well. Later, 
Lee d iscovered w hy Dennis was so 
prepared . His house was rig ht next to 
the one where the Bible study was being 
held every week. At the scheduled time, 
he would sit in the room neares t to his 

(1) 

neig hbor's house and lis ten to the Bible study. His 
growing inte rest fi na lly overcame his fears, and he 
asked to join the Bible s tudy. 

"v:'e've observed and heard about Dennis taking other 
big s teps of faith," report Missionaries Jon a nd Eliza
beth Duba. "He helped make the a rrangem ents w ith 
local officials so tha t our church cou ld hold a n evan
gelis tic concert in his neighborhood. Now he is leading 
an evangelistic Bible study as part of the fo llow-up 
after this exciting concert." 

Active in local you th politics, Dennis recently told his 
peers tha t he would g ive d ouble time to other projects, 
but he _wou ld not su pport their p lans for a prayer vigil 
to a samt He said "If k . · ' you new somethmg was wrong, 
and you went ahead and did it anyway, w hat kind of 
lead er would you be?" D · . . . . · en111s 1s iust one of the young 
ChnstJans who are p t f h . a r o t e new young churches 111 
the Philip pines. (1) 

• Missiona_ry Elizabeth Duba meets wi th a teenage g irl 
na med Bmg to help her grow A C h . t. B' 

h . . s a n s 1a n, mg, 
w. 0 ha s lead ership poten tial, is excited abou t he r faith. 
Elizabeth encou raged he t 1 . . . r o 1ave a personal qu ie t time 
and to mem?nz_e Scripture . After thei r first meeting, 
Bmg enthusiastica lly memori·zed f. . 
week. (2) - 1ve verses 111 o ne 

• Short-te rm missionary Barry Newman serving in Cam
eroon as_ Ass1 ~tant Comptrolle r. Upon a rriv ing in Cam
eroon, his d esire was to disciple some o f the loca l 

-
l 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

youth. So Barry led two youth throug h a Theo
logical Education by Extension course, "New 
Testament Survey." Ta ilored for studies in African 
culture, the course helps s tudents easily under
stand most Biblical principles. In addition to their 
regular responsibilities, missionaries in Came
roon personally lead discipleship groups. (3) 

• Pastor Larry Froese, who started training small 
group lead ers a t Riverside Baptist Church in 
Devon, AB. "Small g roups are the hub of this 
Church," says Froese. "With nine good , trained, 
dependable leaders, we started the Home Groups 
in October 1992. Since then, the growth of the 
Church has been remarkable." More than 60 per
cent of the church members are involved in four 
weekly home groups; Sunday morning attend
ance has increased by 30 percent; the counseling 
load from w ithin the Church has dropped in half; 
and the ministry in the community has d oubled. 
Four support groups deal w ith divorce recovery, 
divorce recovery for children, adult children of 
alcoholics, and chronic pain. (4) 

• Five theological school s tudents, Missio nary Jim 
Mische and fami ly, and Rev. Jumvuh, the princi
pal of Mambilla Baptis t Theological School, 
headed cross rive r and down a little used bush 
road on their way to a Bible conference in Kwara
Kwara in N igeria. Nearly 2,000 Chris tians 
gathered there. 

On the way, Rev. Jumvuh pointed out a grove of 
huge trees. In their shade, stood a number of very 
large pots. Local ju-ju practitioners use these pots 
to foreca st the kind of crops, w h ich people will 
get in the following year. The many footpa ths to 
this grove are neatly kept up and swept. 

In a nearby village, s tands a dead tree marking 
the spot w here, more than 50 years ago, the firs t 
church on the Mam billa P lateau was planted . A ll 
that remains of it is a roughly rectangular mou nd 
of earth covered with ta ll grass. 

W ha t has happened? O ld leade rs, w hose fait h 
was formed during times of s trong persecution 
and heavy missionary involven1ent, have passed 
from the scene. 

A new generation of C hris tian lead ers has grown 
up with the church as a social / political ins titution 
and are now being called upon to equip the sa ints 
for their work._Th~y face the ~ombined challen ges 
of resurgent tnbahsm , m a ten alisn1, and a disas-
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trous economic situa tion-vastly more complex than what was here "in 
those days." The mission has seen to it tha t they have been trained - but 
God is making sure that they a re faithful. (5) 

• Daryl Martin and the Rev. Isaac Kome, w ho serve in the Evangelism 
Ministry of the Cameroon Baptis t Convention. They administe r direction 
and aid to just und er 700 churches and prayer groups. "We provide 
evangelism training and various other helps in order for the loca l bodies 
to grow both spritually and numerica lly. Many of the churches have no 
trained pastors, so we provide aid to the lay preachers with as much help 
as we can," says Daryl. Radio programs, produced each week in the two 
recording s tudios in Buea and in Bamenda, p rovid e additional spiritual 
enrichment. (6) 

• Mrs. Setsuko Yamaha ta, w ho recently was baptized in the Heijo Christian 
Church, Japa n, continues to grow in her fa ith. (7) 

• The 980 Christians representing all 686 Cameroon Baptist Conven-
tion churches meeting for the Triennial General Session a t Nkwen in 
March. Delegates heard tha t Convention membership increased by 
about 10,000 and the number of churches by 32 in three years. "For 
the first time, we heard reports of missiona ry outreach to the 
Muslims, to the francophone p eople, and to those in Equatorial 
Guinea, w here we ha ve our first missionaries from Cameroon," says 
Oryn Meinerts, N .A.B. field secretary for Cam eroon. "This outreach 
is in line with ou r CBC goals to reach Unreached People Groups, 
p lant churches in urban areas, and to do pioneer missions." (8 ) 

• Dan Hamil and the youth program committee planning for the 
youth program of the Triennial Conference in Da llas, TX, in 1994. 
The theme is "Life ... Gotta Get It, Gotta Have It, Gotta Live It!" "We 
in.vite a ll high school and college-age students to this li fe-changing 
tn ennial youth program," says Dan Hamil, youth program cha ir. 
"See you in Dallas, Texas, August 2-7, 1994." (9) 

• Nancy Grover, a missionary teache r in Cameroon, 
w ho twice in one week experienced unexpected 
visitors at her d oor. "Each time, it was a former 
student ... one now a lawyer a nd the other a 
neuropsychologis t," says Nancy. "Also, I saw 
evidence of Christia n growth, when we ded icated 
the new deacons at chu rch," says Nancy. "Two of 
them were former s tuden ts, and one of the d eacon
esses was the wife of another. It is a thrill to see 
these now take top lead ership roles in the local 
church . They are committed to serving God." 

• Jacob Hufnagel, a volunteer from Ca nada, and his 
son, Missionary Dale Hu fnagel, and othe rs w ho 
led pastors in Teach '93. They taught 50 to 100 
pastors and church leaders at each of the seven 
different centers . Attentively listening through 
two days of teaching, "they begged us to come 
back again next year," says Jacob Hufnagel. 
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(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

• The women of our churches in 
North America. The Wom en's 
Missionary Fellowship provides 
stable, ongoing programs and ac
tivities to p rovide opportunities 
for Christian growth, to unite the 
women in our ch urches in Chris
tian fellowship, and to provide an 
outreach ministry at home and 
overseas. Its primary purpose is 
"to reach women in our neighbor-

hood s, nation, and the world for Jesus Christ." "All planning must take into 
consideration the purpose and the need s of your women, your church, 
your community," says Linda Weber, associate director for women's 
minis tries. (10) 

(11) 

Church Ministries Department staff: (1. tor. front row): Dr. Ronald 
Mayforth, Rev. Ed111011d Holm; (1. to r. second row): Rev. Robert Walther, Rev. 
Jacob Ehman, Rev. John Z iegler, Rev. Milton Zeeb; (I . tor. back row): Rev. ]nke 
Leverette, Rev. Br11ce R11/apa11glt , Rev. LeRoy Schauer, Mrs. Linda Weber, Mr. Dan 
Hn111il , Rev. Eldon Schroeder. (Not pictured): Or. Kenneth Fischer, Dr. Charles 
Litt111a11 , Rev. Herb Scha uer, Rev. Harry Haas, Mr. Milto11 Hildebrandt. (11) 

• The Church Minis tries Department serving churches in North America . 
"The church is the Body of Chris t. That body can be strong and reproduc
tive or a iling, weak, and / or dying. Each Christia n is concerned about the 
hea lth of the bod y. H ow is he or she contributing to its health ... passing 
on vi ta lity, ene rgy, and streng th to those within the church (Ephesians 
4:16)?" asks Ro n Mayforth, director, Church Minis tries Department. 

This Depa rtment is in the hea lth business. Area Ministers, Women's 
Minis tries, and Youth Ministries focus most of the ir service on the 

well-being of local churches by 

• Producing and suggesting 
IT1inistry resources like the W.M.F. 
annual resource packet and the 
annual Biblical Imperative 
Resource handbook 

• Suggesting persons w ho mig ht be 
used as a renewal ca talyst
spea ke rs, consultants, or seminar 
lead ers 

• Suggesting readily avai lable read
ing m ateria ls as well as books to 
be used in small groups to help a 
church check its vita l health signs 

• Working w ith Ministers' and 
Ministe rs' Wives' Fellowships to 
develop a s timulating and refresh
ing conference every three years. 

• Visiting a church to 

• Rev iew and celebrate its past 
• Check its vital health signs
s treng ths, weaknesses, health, 
illness • Check the vitali ty o f each 
o rgan ization- minis try • Look 
together at its mission statem ent 
-its dream, purpose, focus 
• Look together at the church's 
fie lds-exegete its conu11unity 
• Celebrate w ho we are and w ha t 
we have and d evelop creative 
ways to s pend these for Christ in 
o ur worlds • Encourage leaders 
and workers in positive direc
tions • Pray with, love, lis ten to, 
wonder with, and p lan w ith 
• Encourage the integra tio n of 
the Biblica l Imperatives • H e lp 
create an environment and a n 
own ed p rocess for change • H e lp 
churches deal constructively with 
conflict • H elp churches take the ir 
spiritual temperatures • H elp 
churches look for new pastora l 
s ta ff w hich w ill fit the ir needs, 
possibilities, a nd m ission. 

"We are servants of C hrist 
will ing to com e into you r midst to 
se:k 1: is s~il:, and sense together 
H is direction, says Ma yforth . 
"Call us." 0 · 
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Planting new churches is the most effective way to introduce people 
to Christ and to bring back those who have been indifferent

and then to nurture/disciple them in the faith. 
New churches result in a vibrant witness for Christ and changed lives. 

P1ant at 
least 42 new 
churches 
globally 
through 
the work of 
missionaries 
and church 
planters and 
provide . ongoing 
support 
services to 
23new 
churches. 
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Attesting to this are church planters like ... 

• Ken and Jerilyn Bayer, missiona ries in 
Brazil, w ho planted a healthy, new 
church during their three-yea r term in 
Novo Hamburgo, RS. To accomplish this 
wi th the Lord's help and agains t man y 
odds, they •develop ed a core g roup 
• visited prospects • trained men's 
leaders • formed visita tion teams 
• formed music groups • built a ch urch 
building • d eveloped programs of 
evangelism and discipleship • o rgan-
ized into a church • o rga nized a women's 
work and lead ership • organized a chil
dren's work a nd leadership • organized 
a youth group and lead ership • built a 
parsonage and • in 1993, ca lled a pastor , 
Carlos Ar tur H olstein. (b) 

"Twenty-three baptism s and nine trans
fers have given us a 30 percent growth 
ra te th is pas t year," say the Bayers. Many 
volunteers from North America served 
in a variety of minis tries at this church as 
well as in its construction. (a) 

• Randy Rheaume, church p la nter, w ho 
says,_ "ft v:as exciting to see four people 
baptized m February. God is moving, 
a nd we a re tha nkful for w hat He has 
done! We have more than doubled our 
Seeker Service a t te nd a nce at Ston y C reek 
Church in the pas t yea r and have nearly 
doubled our New Communi ty attend
a nce. At three out o f four Seeker Serv ices 
we had a la rger a t tendance than our old ' 
record . We've had to rent more class
rooms to accommodate our children's 
minis try grow th." In ea rly 1993, 15 peo
p le took the membership orientation 
class at this C hurch in Shelby Tow nsh ip, 
M1 ch1ga n . (c) 

• Chu rch planter Brad Grubb a nd his wife 
Karen, w ho acted on the ir vis ion and pu~
chased an entire office park. The Ch urch 
rents out sections of the offi ce bu ild ings 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d ) 

(c) 

and uses another section as the home of this new Church. 
Thirty-nine people attended the first serv ice of Westl ake 
Community Church in Garland, Texas, on Dec. 13, 1992. 
In these past mon ths, a ttendance has climbed to 65. 

"A church is more than a ttenders," says G rubb. "It is a 
bod y of people who have conunitted themselv~s to 1:1i~
istry." In February, a ll 22 adults attending the firs t M'.ms
try Partnership semina r a t the Church, s igned comnutrnent 
cards to become a part of the ministry at Westlake 

L....;i:....;.__..;;=.:: ... ·--_. Community Church . These Ministry Partners committed 
themselves to stewardship by supporting the church financially, to d isciple
ship a nd servanthood , to ministry themselves, and to the vision of p lanting a 
church whose ultimate goal will be to reach the unchurched m eastern Dallas 

county. It is the group's goal to have 50 Minis try Partners w l:o w ill ~orr:' th~ 
core leadership team to prepare for the Seeker Centered Serv ice begmnmg m 
September 1993. (d) 

• Missionaries Doug a nd Sharon Woyke, who moved into their new home in 
Tondabayashi City, Japan, in May to plant a new church in Kn.ago. "W.e p:a ise 
God for how He is lead ing in the sta rt of the new church p lantmg project 111 

Southern Osaka," say the Woykes. "We held our first meeting there on Eas ter 
Sunday and had a dedication serv ice on April 25." In a three mile radius 
a round the church (pictured), there a re m ore than 34,000 homes. Sp ecific 
answers to prayer are the purchase of a lovely miss io n home a t a reasonable 
price; the sa le of the mission hom e in Iked a-just in time so the m oney was 
available for the final payment on the home. "Over the years, many of you 
have given financial support and prayed fo r the mission work in Ja pan. God 
is blessing your fa ithfulness!'te) 

• Job Soto, a young Mexican pasto r, leading a new church plant in orth 
G uaymas, Sonora State, Mexico. The average age of those attend ing is ear ly 
20s, reflecting much promise fo r the futu re. 

In the remote fi shing v illage of El 
Choyudo, ju s t north o f Sa n Carlos, a 
small group of believers meet as a 
resu lt of those with vision who started 
about 27 churches in Sonorc: Sta te, 
Mexico. The El C hoy udo church is in 
process of building its ow n church 
bu ild ing. They a re p raying for a pas tor. 

Ano ther outreach m inistry is that ot 
the Christia n C ultura l Center , in addi
tion to serving as a Bible Group Ce n ter, 
holding worship services, it has a 
Socce r Leag ue. T his minis try, d esig ned 
to expose young m e n to the gosp el, in
volves more than 80 unsaved . 

Ano the r new church, loca ted about 15 
fftinutes south of San Carlos, is c'pe ri-
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encing the Lord at work in its midst. That Church 
plans and prays that it will be able to ha ve its own piece 
of land. (f) 

• Missionaries Scott and Ruth Clark, who live in Cameroon 
in a remote area populated by Fulbe people. Well received , 
they serve the Fulbe by teaching them how to read the ir 
language, helping to establish medical work, and loving 
and helping the people. The Clarks sow the seed of the 
gospel in many ways, including reading the Bible a loud 
a long the roadside as Scott practices the local language 
and showing the Jesus film. The Cla rks are there to preach 
Jesus Christ, w ho came to serve His people and to establish 
a church in Allat. (g) 

• Missionary Dale Hufnagel and Pastor Moise Ngijoe, who 
are establishing churches among the Francophones 
respectively in Bafoussam and Yaou nde, Cameroon. Twelve 
young people accepted Christ in Bafoussam recently, and 
the congregation in Yaounde has grown from 20 to 135 in 
seven months. (h) 

• Mission~ries ~eland an~ Jennell Bertsch, who encounte red opposition by an 
mfluential resident of Bmanauhan, a district of Legazpi City, Philippines. This 
forc~d a last mmu te change m the location of an outreach ministry-an outdoor 
musical presentation. 

"It proved to be a much better place in the end," says Lee. "As a result of this 
ou tr~ac~, about 40 people expressed interes t in and a re now attending Bible 
stud ies.' Five new belie b · · th h . vers were aptized as this new church met at a beach for 
C~ :-or; 1P and ?aptismal serv ice. All gave clear testimony of their new life in 

nst. ome 15 first-time visitors came to lis ten and observe. (i) 
• Our missionaries in the Phili · h . 

church i·n the th . . b . ppmes w o were ms trumental in organizing a third 
nvmg usmess comm ·t f N . . 

the Philippines Th · p t d um Y. 0 aga City m the Bica! Region of 
. e1r as or an Mrs. William Tagh 1 . 

families for Christ. This Church of 3r . ap a.re reac 1mg whole 
w hich to build. ::> members is searching for property on 

• Bob Montas, a Fibpino co-worker with · · · 

(g) 

(h) 

(i) as pastor of a new church · I . c· our rrussionanes, who since June serves 
' m nga 1ty Phil ' · T · . 

70,000 is located about an h , d . 'fr ippmes .. his city of more than .....------------------. 
City recently announce~ h. our s n~e om Legazp1 City. "The mayor of Iriga 

. . 1 b . . is conversion to a false cult so we are awa re of the 
spmtua attle m which we are abou t to eng " 
missionary working with Montas. (j) age, says Le land Bertsch, 

• Keith and Lilyane Bienert, w ho about three yea 
· h · h J d. · · rs ago started a new church 

wit e1g t a ies m Restmga RS Brazil in a term't 'dd 
15 I K . h ' ' ' 1 e-n en shack. Its capacity 

. . . peop e. ei t even served as president of the , . 
h . b b f 200 000 women s group Now m t is s u ur o , people, there is a church meet' · · 

db ·1d · H . mg ma newly con-
structe ui mg. ere people contmue to receive Cl1 · t S · . . n s as av1or and be 
nurtured m the fa 1th. An average of 70 people attends d S . . . un ay chool, whICh 
meets Sunday mornmgs. The Sunday worship service is I ld · h · 

d · · h N · . . 1e 111 t e evenmg, 
a tra 1t1on t ere. a t1ona l m1ss10nary Florinda Sera fi'n s h ' , erves e re. 
Many people a re entangled with spiritism in Brazil "Showi'ng d 1 · · · an exp ammg 
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(j) 

(k) 

(I) 

the grace and mercy of God, pointing 
out that God is stronger than Satan, 
and seeing that a person does not 
need to be a slave to evil are the most 
effective ways to lead a spiritist to 
Chris t," says Bienert. 

In July 1993, the Bienerts begin a new 
church planting ministry in the Porto 
Alegre area, the n10st needy capital 
city in Braz il. (k) 

• For church planters like John Schind
ler in Franklin, Wisconsin, probably 
the most exciting aspect of his minis
try at Franklin Community Church 
has been to see lives changed by Jesus 
Chris t. "About one-half of those who 
attend ca me to Christ during the last 

three years since our Church was founded . One common way 
we have been able to reach the lost is by inviting family or 
friends to church. Other unchurched people have come in 
response to advertising done via door-to-door or bulk m ail
ings. Through sports activities, such as basketball or co-ed 
softba ll, friendships have been built and barriers broken 
d own. As a church p lanting pastor, I have seen people come 
to Christ both through evangelis tic preaching or a visit to 
their home (or the hospital). One evening, I even had the joy 
of leading my neighbor to the Lo rd p rior to a game of Joe 
Montana v ideo football. I like to use the Billy G raham tract, 
'Steps to Peace with God,' when I visi t the unsaved in their 
homes." 

Some principles Schindler likes to use when sharing the 
gospel either through preaching o r in a one-on-one s ituation 
a re • address a felt need-especially the gnaw ing sense of 
emptiness • emphasize the perfect and complete work of 
Christ on the cross • emphasize man's need for a spiritua l 
b irth • invite them to accept C hrist, and • personally exhibit 
the love of Christ. (I) 

• In our new N.A.B. churches in North A merica, 30 to 50 per
cent of the new people were previously u nchurched. An en
couraging number of seekers return each week to the serv ices. 
Severa l of the church planting churches ho ld or pla n to hold 
two worship services on Sunday morning or Sunday morn
ing and Satu rday even ing. 

"Prayer has played the most s ignifica nt part in our church 
planting efforts," says Robert Walther, associa te ch urch 
planting d irector. "I encourage you to pick one or two church 
p lanters and their congregations to pray for every day." 

Has your church considered reproducing itself by 1995? If so 
contact the Church Planting Department. lJ · ' 
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British Columbia 
Association 

25 churches (1 err ind.) 
4,247 members (+23) 
2,077 a v. S.S. attendance 
4,361 a v. Sun. wo rs hip attendance 

124 ba ptisms 

Alberta Association 
51 churches (l err incl.) 
2 err churches 
l church awa iting recognition 

8,185 members (+267) 
4,663 av. S.S. attendance 
8,660 a v. Sun. wo rship attenda nce 

233 baptisms 

14 
1,289 

832 
1,416 

42 

Saskatchewan 
Association 

churches 
m em bers (-35) 
a v. S.S. attenda nce 
a v. Sun. worship a ttendance 
baptisms 

Northern Dake a 
Associatior 

16 churches 
2,158 members (-37l 
1,226 av. S.S. attendance 

Manitoba Association 
17 

I 
2,412 
1,422 
2,551 

44 

churches 
err church 
m embers (-26) 
a v. S.S. attendance 
av. Sun . worship attendance 
bapt ism s 

Minnesota/Lacrosse 
Association 

11 churches 
1 err church 

1,489 1Ticn1b crs (+ 14) 
752 a v . S.S. rittcnd<1ncc 

1,20 2 a v. Su n. w orshi p a ttenda nc.:-

44 baptisms 

Great Lakes Association 
29 c hurc hes 

2 C PP ch urches 
6,8 18 members (-229) 
3,280 a v. S.S. a ttendance 

6,070 av. Sun. worship attendance 
190 bapt isms Pacific Northwest 

Association 
15 churches (I err incl.) 

1,797 a v. Sun. worship attendance 
43 baptisms 

Wisconsin Association 
12 churches 

l err church 
2,033 members (+71) 
1,146 a v. S.S. attendance 
1,612 av. Sun. worship attendance 

63 baptisms 

Northern California 
' b 

6,174 
3,910 
5,81 0 

146 

A s:s<>c:latl o n 
..:Ch1....1 r ..:h c>o 
c 1 · 1 · ..: hurc lu.;otl 

members (-72) 
av. S.S. attenda nce 
av. Sun. worship a tte ndance 
ba ptisms 14 

2,310 
1.264 
2,043 

96 

Southern California 
Association 

12 churches 
2 err churches 

2,170 members (+461) 
1,125 av. S.S. attendance 
2,334 av. Sun. worship a ttenda nce 

60 baptisms 

Central Dakota/Montana 
Association 

26 churches 
3,402 me m bers (+I ) 
J,642 a v. S.S. attendance 
2,764 av. Su n. worship atte ndance 

93 baptisms 

Central Pacific 
Association 

churches (I err ind.) 
members (-4) 
av. S.S. attend ance 
av. Sun. w orship attendance 
ba ptisms 

South Dakota/Wyoming 
Association 

17 churches 
2,773 m embers (+37) 
2,292 av. S.S. atte nda nce 
1,551 av. Sun. w orship attendance 

49 baptism s 

Southwestern 
Association 

24 churches 
2,180 me mbers (-68) 
1,274 av. S.S. attendance 
1,768 av. Sun. wors hip a tte ndance 

22 baptism s 

NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST 

CONFERENCE 
Churches in Canada and the U.S.A. 

This map reflects the number of churches, mem bership, average 
Sunday school and worship attendance, and number of church 
starts zn each A ssociation in 1992, (-under I+ over 1991 ) 

1 CPP church 
2,584 me mbers ( +92) 
1,391 av. S.S. attendance 
2,370 av. Sun. worship attendance 

61 baptisms 

Iowa Association 

14 churches 
1 err church 

2,210 members (+16) 
1,093 av. S.S. at tenda nce 
1,505 av. Sun. worship a ttendance 

52 baptisms 

Southern Association 
15 churches 

1 err church 
1,449 m em bers (+4 1) 

792 av. S.S. attend ance 

Illinois Association 
14 churches 

1,889 members (-1 8) 
1,003 av. S.S. attendance 
1,401 a v. Sun. worship a ttendance 

49 baptisms 

1,326 a v. Sun. wo rs hip attenda nce 
33 bap tism s 

Florida Church 
1 church 

90 members (+2) 
45 a v. S.S. a ttenda nce 
71 a v. Sun. worsh ip a ttendance 

2 ba ptism s 

Eastern Association 
25 churches (1 CPP incl.) 

1 CPP church 
3,523 members (-84) 
2,005 av. S.S. attendance 
3,384 a v. Sun. w o rship attendance 

63 baptisms 

Atlantic Association 
18 churches (2 CPP incl.) 

1 CPP church 
2,004 members (+296) 

931 av. S.S. attendance 
1,830 av. Sun. worship a ttenda nce 

76 baptisms 

1992 Statistics 

386 church es 

23 CPP churches 

61,389 members 

56,567 average worship a ttendance 

1,628 baptisms (includes CPP) 

3,352 other gains 

4,189 losses 

748 total gain 

CPP (church planting pro;ects) 11ot 

"included with the churches" /wzie llOf 
been recognized as a church btt all 
Association as of December 31· 1 

n 
' ' .:i92 . 



From the early beginnings of the North American Baptist Conference, 
theological education- preparing pastors and missionaries for ministry

has been a priority. At least seven schools in six countries plus seminars held 
in more than seven additional countries preparing pastors keep this as a 

priority: Schools, missionaries, and students like ... 

Train as 
many new 
church leaders 
as possible 
globally 
through North 
American 
Baptist College, 
Edmonton 
Baptist 
Seminary, 
North 
American 
Baptist 
Seminary, and 
overseas 
theological 
and Bible 
schools 
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• Edmonton Baptist Sem inary in 
Edmonton, AB, is characterized 
by three priorities. Dr. Paul 
Siewert, (b) president of the 
Seminary, states: "First, it is our 
a im to he lp our students acquire 
a solid grounding in the 
Scriptures and in the rich theo
logical heritage of the Church. 
Second, we seek to fos ter the 
d eepening of our students' 
personal relationship w ith the 
Lord and their growth in grace. 
Third, we enco urage s tudents 
to become involved in minis try 
to develop their abili ties throug h 
an extensive program of field 
education and inte rns hip. By 
preparing persons who have a 
good grasp of what the Bible 
t~aches, who have spiritual lives w hich are 
vibrant and growing, and w ho have honed 
their minis try skills throug h practice we 
hope. t~ train lead ers who w ill, in th; words 
of ~ilhan; Carey, 'expect g reat things from 
Go.d and. attempt grea t things for God .'" 
This Semmary tra ined 58 s tud ents in 
1992-93. (a) (c) 

• Herb ~adke of Ca lgary, AB, w ho en-
rolled 111 Edmonton Baptis t S . f . emmary 
a ter servmg for five years as a M .. t . • 1n1s er 
of ~us1e and Discipleship. His theo-
logical trai~ing had been limited to a 
two-ye~r Diploma of Music. "I felt God 
promptmg me to take furth er stud. 
Ed 1es. 

mo~ton Baptist Seminary seemed to 
be the ideal place at which top urs ue 
such s tudies . I have found my studies 
to be most h~lpful in fu r ther pre paring 
me for the m1111s try to w hich God has 
called me." (d) 

(a) 

(d ) (b) 

(c) 

{c) 

(0 

1\ 

{g) 

{h) 

Cl Steve Rosluk, who enrolled at Edmonton Baptist Seminary to satisfy the M.Div. requirement for 
minis try in his d enomination. "As I immersed myself in my stud ies," says Rosluk, "I real ized how 
truly be neficial my ed ucation is, how it helps to prepa re me to deal with the practical challenges and 
s tresses that come with being a pastor in today's society. I a m very thankful to have the opportuni ty 
to learn from some very godly individuals w ho have influenced me in my academic preparation and 
s piritual p ilgrimage with my Lord." (e) 

Sheryl Grunwald, w ho found goin g to Edmonton Baptist Seminary an easy choice. "I knew tha t God 
was leading me in the d irection of further tra ining fo r ministry," says Sheryl. "After h-vo years of 
miss ionary service overseas, I wanted a school close to home. EBS fits all the requirements. EBS is a 
tremendous caring community. The encouragement I have received from peers and professors has 
affirmed, time and time again, the d irection I see God leading me. Their su ppor t means a great deal to 
me." (f) 

m Cameroon Baptist Theological Seminary, located on a 7,000 foot high mountain in Ndu, Cameroon, 
West Africa, p repares persons to minister to the churches of the Cameroon Baptist Convention. "We 
anticipate a n enrollment of 150 to 160 for the 1993-94 school year," reports Missionary David Bur-

gess, tutor and librarian. At the.e~d of .the first te:m of.ever~ scl:ool year, 
each studen t is requi red to part1C1pate m evangelism either m his hon1e 
area or in house-to-house evangelism in a nother area or in the Jesus film 

ministry. 

A survey revea led that of the graduates in the last ten years, 95 percent 
a re either pastoring churches, serving in Convention administration, 
serving as chaplains in schools or hospitals, or taking fu rther theologica l 

education. 

"In June 1993, ten men and two women graduated in the first Dip loma 
of Theology class," reports Missionary teacher Anne Marie Ha ttenhauer. 
"They are now putting their training into practice ." 

The need for more pastors is evid ent as "The Convention opened 32 new 
churches in several years. We a re not keeping up w ith the g rowth," says 
Burgess. "It's definitely not the time to pull back in mission work in 

Cameroon." 

Seminary class projects provide needed teaching materials for not on ly 
the churches bu t a lso the schools. A recent Seminary grad uate in cha rge 
of Bible teaching for the secondary schools in his a rea gratefully received 
the new series of 38 Bible lessons w ri tten fo r youth by Miss Hatten

ha uer's class on Acts. (g) 

• The grad uates of the Rio Grande do Sul Baptist Seminary in 
Porto Alegre, RS, Braz il, o f whom 80 to 90 percent are in 
fu ll-time ministry. 

This past school year, 58 students studied in one of three s p ecial 
courses: Pastora l Ministry, Missions, or C hristian Edu ca tion. O f 
the 22 teachers, 16 are Braz ilia n. Missiona ries Richard Ra ben
horst a nd Florinda Serafin teach part-time, and since July 1993, 
Missionary Keith Bienert teaches there full-time . At this Semi
nary, students work at their full-t ime secu lar jobs d u r ing the 
day and attend Semina ry classes from abou t 7:15 to 10:30 each 
evening, Monday through Fnday . On Saturdays and Sundavs 
they serve in local ~hurches or church p lanting ~rojects, pu t.ti~g 
their classroom trammg mto practical service. Five s tude n ts 
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received the Bachelor of Theology degree, and two the Basic 
Course certificate in 1993. (h) 

• Theological tra ining centers in Central a nd Eastern Europe, where 
Missionary Harold Dressler teaches pastors and church leaders in 
one- or two-week sem.inars. Most have never had any formal theo
logical training previous ly. Dressler teaches in Bible tra ining centers 
and seminaries in Austria, Serbia, Hungary, Czechien, Poland, 
Romania, and Russia. "The purpose of this teaching m.inistry is to 
prepare students and pastors to be instrumen tal in furthe ring the 
Kingdom of God to the g lory of God ," says Dressler. 

• Bicol Baptist Theological Training Cen ter in Legazpi City, Philip
pines. In this you ng training center, 12 subjects were offered to 
three full-time and four part-time students this past year. One 
studen t, Bob Montas, who grad ua ted in 1993, began a new 
church planting ministry in Iriga City. During the past three years, 
he received a schola rship made available through a special project 
for theologica l education. A previous gradua te, 
Rufus, and Missionary Gregg Eva ns cond uct 
a six-week series of evangelistic Bible studies in 
p reviously unreached areas, p raying that these 
will develop in to new churches. (i) 

• The Mambilla Baptist Theolog ical School, which 
con tinues to grow. Staff consists entirely of 
Nigerians, except for Rev. John Nfor, a missionary 
from Ca meroon. Missionary Jim Mische writes 
materials to be used in the MBTS classes a nd in the 
Theologica l Education by Extension progra m. 
Fifteen of the 60 men who have graduated from 
MBTS in the past three years are p resently serving 
as pas tors. The need for pastora l training is evident. 
Of the 158 churches in the Mambilla Baptis t 
Convention, 70 are without pas tors. 

Practica l application of seminary tra inin g 
includes ministry in two nearby villages 
within walking distance of the School. 
MBTS students planted a chu rch in one 
and contin ue to witness to a group of 
unreached people, highly resistent to 
Christiani ty, at another village. 

Another method of tra ining pas tors is 
through Theolog ical Edu ca tion by Exten
sion. Throug h these courses, Missiona ries 
Peter an d Sue Aald yk tra in pastors, lay 
leaders, and youth workers. (j) 

• North Am erican Baptist Sem.inary in Sio ux 
Fa lls, South Da kota. "We believe it is our 
mission to train lead ers who can be used 
by God's Spiri t to transform li ves," says 
President Charles Hia tt. (I) "Three key 
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(i) 

(j) 

(k) 

(m) 

(n) 

(o) (p) 

(I) 

values shape this planning process: • To foster the spiritua l 
forma tion and character development of studen ts, s taff, faculty, and 
ad ministration through spiritual development group s, chapels, 
retreats, classes tha t address spiritua l development, and partnership 
with loca l churches. "It is our goal to take growing believers to 
higher levels of spiritual maturi ty," says Hiatt. "Graduates return to 
local churches to bring new believers into the kingdom, carefully 
discipling them, and creating worship experiences of the ~1ighest 
quality. • To receive students from diverse c.u ltura ~ expenenc~s a.nd 
to teach and model acceptance of this diversity amidst our umty m 
Christ. In many towns, suburbs, and inner cities, pastors from many 
d enominations are learning the benefits of coopera tio n in the intense 
battle against evil. • To maintain a meaningful presence.in a ll our 
grassroots consti tuencies so th.a t we m ay.adapt more qmckly to 
changing conditions. We s tay m touch with the local church m order 

to constantly refine our curriculum to meet the ever
changing needs faced by God's p eople in the pews of 
His churches." (k) (m) (n) 

• Edward and Dawn Dennis of California, students at 
N.A.B. Seminary. "For a young family of four, seminary 
seemed like an unrealis tic drea m. My wife and I always 
wanted to s tudy the Bible so that we mig h t be better 
able to minister to God 's people and the world He 
loves," says Edward. "Yet ou r commitmen t to a strong 
family life and marriage a lways seemed to be opposed 
to going to seminary, un til we d iscovered North 
America n Baptist Seminary. The sta ff provided us with 
a nice house only two doors from the school and helped 
us finance our education. Sioux Falls is an excellent 
place to raise a fami ly. 

"Seminary life is cha llenging, but our family continues 
to thrive. God continues to mold us into His image for 
His service." (o) 

• Larry Froese, pastor of Riverside Baptist Church, 
Devon, AB, from the moment he enrol led at N.A.B.S. 
felt highly va lued as a person. The secretaries, facu lty, 
library staff, support s taff, and the executives adminis
tering the Doctor of Ministry program made him feel 
special and wen t out of their way to help make his s tay 
enjoyable. 

"Through the Doctor of Minis try prog ram, d esig ned to 
help busy pastors, my ministry skills have been 
enhanced, especia lly my lead ership abi li ty, throug h 
good tra ining and interaction," says Froese. 

"l am able to comple te a!l of my course work for the 
program wit!~ only three trips .to Sioux Fa lls, because 
c0tirses ru n s11nultaneous ly with conferences and a re 
available throug h extension cou rses in the Edmonton 
area." (p) 
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As churches and individuals pray and give to meet the 1993 budget goal 
of $6,100,000, the goals featured on the previous pages will be achieved. 

An average gift of $102 from every N. A. B. Conference church member will meet the need. 
Many are challenged to give more with joy knowing that God will be honored by the 

generosity of His people. Christians not only in North America but also on our mission 
fields give with joy and give generously ... people like 

Seek to . 
increase 
the number 
of people 
who give 
generously 
to the local 
church and 
N.A.B. 
Conference 
ministries 
through 
modeling 
stewardship, 
teaching 
stewardship, 

and 
reporting 
ministry 
results 
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• N.A.B. Conference people who in 1992 
gave $56,421,670, averaging $927 p er 
member. Their giving was d esignated as 
follows: 

• $44,768,574 for their local church 
ministries 

• $6,088,301 for N.A.B. Conference 
missions and ministries (per capita 
giving dropped from $109 in 1991 to 
$99 in 1992) 

rth American Baptist 
• $1,321,154 to No . tion ministries 

Conference Associa 

• $1, 156,478 to Nor th American Baptis t 
College, Edmonton Baptist Seminary, 
and North American Baptis t Seminary 

• $433,075 for N.A.B. Conference 
related ministries 

• $2,654 086 for ministries not related to 
the N~rth American Baptist 
Conference 

• $49 
2.,667 for other projects 

• ~ote: Giving in 1992 was eight percent 
ess than in 1991 

1992 0 ;gnated Contribution 1 es tlcome by Department 
serninzary 

(0.3%) $20,783 N.A·l3· 

/ tional Missions 
/ tern a 

(49.0%) $2,981 ,831 lrl contribution 
1ota.I 

/ (3o 
¥ ·9%) $1 ,880,388 General Contributions 

/ (1.7%) $101,155 General Council 

./ {6.2%) $376,070 Area Ministries 

''"""'--- (4.7%) $289,119 Development 

""- ""- (6.7%) $408,699 Church Growth 

lncatf)~ (0.5%) $30,257 NABC/EBS 

' $6,088,302 

1992 Expense by Department 
/ (41 .4%) $2,871 ,340 International Missions 

-------
1 

(2.6%) $178,553 General Council 

/ {11.3%) $787,301 Development 

(12.3%) $852,939 Management Services 1 

(8.9%) $617,821 Area Ministries / 
~ {13.7%) $950,685 Church Growth Ministries 

Total Expense - $6,937,539 

Contributions by Month-1992 
Thousands North American Bapt ist Conference 
$2000.--~~~~~~~~~~~----, 

$1500 1-CO--C'?--LO--"<l"--CO--LO--~--LO--~--=m=---=m:-t---n 
(") ~ N ~ ID "<!" (J) CO 0 0 CO 
~ ~ ~ ~ 0 ~ ~ v ~ 0 0 

$1000 ~-~-f2-[i-g-c;-g-g-g-g- ~-
~ N C'? "<!" "<!" "<!" "<!" N "<!" ID LO w w w w w ~ w w w w w 

$500r--~~--==r==;-:==r==;-~---r-tF=tH~ 

$0u_.u,_.u,_..u._....u.......__._.__._.__._.___._.___._.___._.___._._~ 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

I Total Contributions-$6,088,292 Goal: $6,138,000 J 

• In 1992, the N.A.B. Conference experienced a year-end 
fiscal miracle. Our people reached deep into their spiri
tua l and financial resources to help the Conference 
com e close to meeting the $6,138,000 giving goal by 
g iving $6,088,302. The economic downturn, uncer
tainty abou t the future, and pessimism contributed to 
the lack of growth in many circles. 

In 1993, we are trusting God to provide the $6,100,000 
adopted as the budget giving goal. Our people are the 
rnost generous people in the world. Your help is 
needed to share the message of Christ a nd the ministry 
of the N .A.B. Con ference to every area of it. Thank you 
for your w illingness to be a supportive part of the 

· · d · · · · f tl1e N A B Conference. rn1ss1on an m1111stry v1s10n o · · · 
through the ministries of N.A. B. Conference, we have 

. ment and help for an opportunity to provide encourage 
people around the world. 

N.A.B. Conference 
Mission and Ministry Goal 

for 1993 

Church Ministries . ...... . .. . .. . .. $1,071,306 

Ministries to established churches, pastors, youth, 
Women's Missionary Fellowships, church leadership 
development, area ministers 

Church Planting in North America . . . .. .. $922,380 
Support of 27 cl111rch planting projects and developing a 
maximum of four new church planting projects in 1993 

International Missions . .. .. .. . . .... $3,395,919 
Support for seven mission fields (Cameroon and Nigeria , 
West Africa; Brazil; Japan; the Philippines; Central and 
Eastern Europe; and Mexico) providing field ministn; 
funds, 111issio11nry snlnries, support services, volunteers 
in missions, White Cross, world relief, short-term youth 
missions ministries, and administrative expenses 

Theological and College Education Subsidies . $710,395 
Ministry support to North American Baptist Seminan;, 
Sioux Falls, SD; North American Baptist College and 
Ed111011to11 Baptist Seminary, Edmonton, AB 

Total 1993 Giving Goal ............. $6,100,000 
The nbove figures reflect the entire mission nnd ministry 
finnncin/ needs of the Conference. Ministry support 
services nnd ndministrntive expenses nre included in the 
$6,100,000 giving gonl. 
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N.A.B.s find fulfillment in volunteering their services to provide much needed 
ministry working alongside missionaries and church planters in North America 
or overseas. They are involved in a variety of ministries-construction, medical 

work, teaching, pastors' seminars, and evangelistic ministries. More than 27 
people including five medical students volunteered their services for a variety 
of ministries through the International Missions Department in 1992. During 

the first half of 1993, 44 people have served . .. people like ... 

Encourage 
more 
youth and 
adults to 
participate . 
In 
GATEWAY 
and 
Volunteers 
in Missions 
projects 
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• Dr. and Mrs. Manuel Mariano from 
G race Baptist Church in Grand Forks, 
ND. An opthamologist, Mariano 
volunteered his expertise in the 
Philippines during January and 
February in 1991 and 1992. He views 
his work as an outreach ministry to 
open doors for the missionaries to 
begin Bible s tudies and eventually 
churches. The Marianos share the 
missionaries' desire for the medical 
minis try to enhance rather than 
eclipse the evangelistic ministry. The 
new outreach ministry in San Ramon 
is a direct result of the Maria nos' 
med ical ministry, and the o utreach in 
Masarawag got a rea l boast from the eye clinic 
held there. While Mariano conducts eye clinics, 
Missionaries Gregg Evans or Leland Bertsch 
present Bible studies to the patients. 

Mariano held fou r eye clinics in rura l barrios and 
performed more than 100 eye surgeries, including 
trea tmen t for glaucoma, cataract removal, lens 
implants, excision of severely damaged/infected 
eyes, and correction of severely crossed eyes. (a) 

• Elmer and Ellen Breitkreuz of West Meadows 
Baptis t Church, Edmonton, AB, w ho volunteered 
to serve in ad ministration in Cameroon in 
1993-1994. Elmer is serving as acting field sec
reta ry while Missionary Oryn Meinerts and his 
wife Pat a re on home assignment. 

• Sixteen youth from Canada and the U.S.A., who 
served in Mexico City with Missionary Juan Luna 
in July 1993 through the GATEWAY program. Their service varied: children's 
and youth ministry, Jesus film s howing, and repairing the church building. 

• Darre ll Schuh and a team of 16 from Cali fornia put a new roof on Fleischmann 
Memoria l Baptist Church in Philadelphia, PA, repaired the interior, and 
conducted children's programs. Their volunteer service in May helped prepare 
the Church for its 150th anniversary celebration in July. 

(b) 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

GIVE ' 
·-• 

Through providing medical service and vocational training, 
and networking with other organizations to work for religious liberty 

and human rights, where there has been a curb on freedom, and to protect 
religious freedom in North America, people and groups like ... 

• Missionary nurse/ midwife 
Barbara Kieper, who along with 
Zebulon Wamni, medical d irector 
for the Mambilla Baptist 
Convention in N igeria, provided 
medical care for 42,496 patients, 
irnn1unized 6,021 persons, and saw 
2,853 women in p renatal visits. (a) 

• Baptist Christians, who at a Health 
fair in Bamenda, Cameroon, 
showed God's love in action. At 
the Blood Pressure and Exercise 
Booth, they took 555 blood 
pressures. Those at the Spiritual 
Health Booth distributed tracts 
and talked to 1,262 people. 

• The Baptist World Alliance, the 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs, and the Evangelical 
fellowship of Canada. The N.A.B. 
Conference networks with these 
and other groups. 

• Baptist World Aid, who provided 
channels to distribute the $86,000 

0 u r people gave for rel ief and 
disaster needs, Bible distribution, 
and restoring church buildings in 
Eastern Europe, as well as develop
n1ent projects overseas in 1992. (b) 

• Mbingo Baptist Hospital and 
Leprosy Hospital, through which 
vocational training programs help 
restore d ignity to leprosy patients 
as they learn a trade to support 
themselves. For Buba and Hassan, 
young Muslims, dignity is restored 
as they learn a trade to support 
themselves. Their years at Mbingo, 
immersed in Christian ca ring, led 
them to give their lives to Christ 
and be baptized. (c) 

Affirm 
religious 

liberty, 
justice, 

and 
human 
dignity 

for all 
people 
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Developing a 
Life-style of Giving 

Five scriptural steps serve as a 
guide in d eveloping a giving 

life-s tyle. 

•Recognize that the basis of all 
stewardship is work 

Early in the Scriptures, Genesis 
3: 19 states, "By the sweat of your 
brow you wi ll eat your food. " And 
in Proverbs 28 :19, Solomon states, 
"He who works his land will have 
abundant food, but the one who 
chases fantasies will have his fill of 
poverty." 

So important is work, that it 
appears in the Scriptures more than 
500 times. Therefore, at the base of a 
Christian life-style a lso must be the 
d evelopment of excellence in the 
marketplace. 

• W e take a percentage of th a t 
which we earn from our la
bors a nd give it 

The firs t reason why we give is 
that giving is worship. The firs t 
time the word worship is used in 
the Scriptures is in Genesis 22:5, 
w hen Abraham took his son, Isaac, 
to the mountain to make a sacrifice 
From that point on, the word sacri
fi ce is used frequently in relation
ship to worship. 

Secondly, giving a percentage of 
w hat we ea rn recognizes God's 
ownership of all. And we give 
beca use it is part of Cod's plan to 
meet the needs of His people and to 
take the gospel into al l the world. 

•Our gifts are of the firstfru its 
o n the firs t day 

Levi ticus 23:9-14 describes the feast 
of the firstfruits and gives an inter
esting overview of w hat Cod 
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expected from the child ren of Israel. 
As believers, firstfruits giving is 

an indication that we have placed 
God first in our Jives. No other form 
of giving does this. When we honor 
God with our firstfruits, He pro
mises to protect the rest for our use. 

The foundation of our 
life-style of giving is the 

recognition that the 
property we possess 

is not really ours. 
It is God's. 

We are stewards
trustees, caretakers, 

managers-not 
owners-of that 

accumulated wealth. 

•God is n o t only honored but 
also o bligated by His word to 
p rosper a nd bless us when 
w e follow this syste m 

There are many Scriptures which 
confirm Cod's desire to bless His 
people financial ly . . . Proverbs 3, 
Malachi 3, 2 Corinthians 8 and 9. 
But my favori te promise pertaining 
to g iving is from Philippians 4:17. 

Paul was doing Cod's work here 
on earth, and people gave to him, 
"Not that he d esired a gift, but he 
desired fruit that will abound to 
their accounts." Many of Cod's 
blessings are financia l, but prob<l bly 
the grea test o f <lll blessings are when 
our g ifts are used by those doing 
Cod 's work here on earth to bear 
fruit. 

• God has placed man in a 
posi tion of stewardship
not ownership- of H is 
accumulated wealth 

Early in the Scriptures, we find 
that God is the owner of al l. "For the 
ea rth is the Lord's and everything 
in it." Therefore, our relationship to 
that property must be that of a 
steward or caretaker, not an owner. 
And we have responsibilities to that 
relationship wh ich are clearly 
d efined in the parable of the talen ts 
(Matthew 25:14-27). 

From our study of this parable, 
we arrive at our definition of 
stewardship : Using God-given 
abil ities to manage God-owned 
property to accomplish 
God-ordained results . 

When we embrace this defini
tion, it becomes apparent that every 
financial decision we make is also a 
spiritual d ecision. Whether it's our 
g ifts of firstfruits, money we spend 
for living, or dis tribution of the pro
perty which God has entrus ted to 
us at the time of death to be found 
faithful we must d eter~1ine w hat 
the owner wishes to accomplish 
through us. 

And when we use our labor and 
skills to accomplish those results, 
we will be worthy of His reward, 
"Well done, thou good and faithfu l 
serva nt." 0 

Or. Co11stanti110 
Salios is Associate 
Di rector/ Estate 
Planning, N.A.B . 
Co11fere11ce . 

We'll Help ... 
Plan Your Will 

"If you don't have a will, the gov
ernment has one for you, and it will 
distribute it according to rules of its 
la ws of descent. If there are no rela
tives, it goes to the State," says Mel 
Bergstresser, estate planning represent
ative for Canada, who lives in Winni
peg, MB. "Therefore, I believe, as Chris
tians, it is irrespons ible not to have a 
w ill. It means that you forfeit a ll rights 
of distribution according to your d esires 
and all rights to anything going to 
charity. For example, if a young couple 
is killed in an accid ent, the assets go the 
wife' s mother. That State deems that 
the husband is older than his wife so he 
d ied first. We' re available to provide 
you w ith a fu ll list of considerations in 
making a Christian will and, we feel, 
according to wha t the Lord would 
want you to do." 

We'll Help You Review 
Your Estate Plan ... 

"We try to give generously from 
cash flow but are concerned that our 
estate plan does not reflect God's plan 
of stewardship." 

The truth of "God's ownership of 
all" indicates a stewardship responsi
bility when it comes to estate plan
ning. However, if you are like most of 
us, will, trusts, taxation, probate, and 
property ownership were the main 
issues when you originally estab
lished your estate plan. If this is your 
case, then maybe your estate plan 
does not rest upon a solid foundation. 

Many have found the N.A.B. Con
ference "Will and Trust Planning 
Guide" to be a helpful tool in the 
review of their estate plans. We invite 
You to write for your free copy today. 
'There is no cost or obligation. 0 

. 

Triennial Conf ere nee 
to be held in Dallas, Texas, 

August 2-7, 1994 
The Southern Association extends a TEXAS-size invitation to all 

N.A.B.s to attend the 44th Triennial Conference of North American 
Baptist Churches, Aug. 2-7, 1994, in Dallas, TX. This Conference 
includes the events that have traditionally made the Triennial 
Conference so special. 

In addition, a Fiesta fellowship extravaganza on Saturday evening 
adds a new dimension. This festive, family evening meal includes a 
top name in concert, activities for the children and parents, and 
exhibits by the various N.A.B. Conference ethnic ministries. 

Through workshops, exhibits, worship, drama, music, and 
speakers, you will be exposed to ideas and programs successfu l in 
reaching the unsaved through caring concern. 

On Tuesday evening, Jeanette Clift George, keynote speaker, and 
the A.O. Players, will dramatically present what it means to care. Dr. 
Calvin Miller, professor, Southwestern Theological Seminary, w ill 
lead the daily Bible studies. Wednesday and Friday evenings are set 
aside for church growth, church planting, and missions 
presentations . 

The Triennial Conference in Dallas features an outstanding 
program coupled with plenty of opportunities fo r fellowship. All are 
designed to build, equip, and unify the N .A.B. Conference family to 
enable individuals and churches to be bolder, more caring witnesses 
to God's glory. Other special programs are planned for s ingles, 
youth, young teens, children, preschool, and nursery age. 

We look forward to seeing y'all in Dallas! 

Ron Presley, local arrangements chair, 44th Triennial Conference, and 
pastor, CrossTimbers Baptist Church, Flower Mound, TX. 0 

r-·--------------------- --- -------------------------------------------------~ 

D YES! Please send me the "Wi ll and Trust Planning Guide. " 
For additional informa tion on estate ta x and bus iness planning, 
p lease indicate if 

0 Your estate is more than $600,000 or 
0 You own your own business 

Name __________________ _ 

Address _ _ ___________________ ----

City __________ State / Prov. __ Code 

Phone: Daytime ( _ Evening ( ) 

Birthdate Spouse's Birthdate 

Mail to Or. Co11sta11ti110 Sa livs, North A111aicn11 BaptiM Co 11 fcre 11ce 
1 So.21 0 S11111111it Az>e. , Oakl1rook Terrace, IL 60181-3994 

P'1011e: (708) 495-2000; Fax: (708) 495-3301 

' 
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How Should 
We Give? 

by Lewis Petrie 

"H elp us in any way that you can!" This was the request of almost everyone Herman Effa and I met while 
traveling through Bulgaria and Russia this past March. 

We witnessed firsthand the tremendous openness of the people to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, including those in 
the highest echelon of government. People willingly listened to the good news of Jesus Christ. In the schools, 
children and teachers gladly received Bibles and the message of the gospel. In the orphanages, hund reds of children 
listened to the gospel-fascinated by the simplicity of the love of God-demonstrated by Jesus Christ on the cross 
of Calvary. In the local churches, we worsh ipped w ith believers who have a deep concern to reach family and 
friends with the gospel yet have few resources to accomplish the job. We received an invitation to work with five 
million people in Ryazan State in Russia. 

The needs in Europe are compounded as we think of the many unreached people fo r Christ in Came roon, 
Nigeria, Brazil, the Philippines, Japan, and Mexico as well as Canada and the U.S.A. With each N.A.B. Conference 
church giving a very large and sacrificial g ift, we would still fall far short of meeting the tremendous needs. 

As a Conference of 
churches, we are involved in 
Vision 2000, this year launch
ing the Biblical Impera tive, 
"Committed to Give." 

Wha t can we, as a Confer
ence of churches, do to help? 
Let's consid er how we should 
give. 

Paul the Apostle was faced 
w ith a sim.ilar problem in 
2 Corinthians 8. The sa in ts in 
Jeru salem were in tremendous 
need . How could the suffering 
be a lleviated? Paul, sent with 
Barnabas to raise funds fo r the 
church in Jerusalem, appealed 
to the Corin th ians to consid er 
how they could give to help in 
th is mission. 

In so me places o f the world, one 
5ees the ravages of fa mine . In other 
places, one notes a great shortage of 
the Word of C od. 

In our own com mu nities, people 
struggle with emotiona l and 
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spiritual issues; they do not know 
which way to turn. How can we, as 
believers, assist those in need ? 
For va rious reasons, people are not 
receiving the help they need. 

Paul outlined three issues, 
w hich need to characterize 
our g iving as s tewards and 
servants of God . 

• Be Deliberate in 
Our Giving 
(2 Corintliia11s 8:3) 

Paul points out that the 
Macedonian believers were 
deliberate in their g iving. God 
had blessed them, and o f their 
own free will , they gave from 
what they had. Paul says, 
"Beyond their ab ility they 
gave of their own accord ." 

Jam a lways pleased when I 
see one of my own children 
give of her ow n free w ill. 

Jesus taught us that "it is more 
b lessed to give than to receive" (Acts 
20:35). The needs around the world 
a re g reat. We need to delibera te ly 
set aside resources to help. We do 
not know how long we w ill have 

the opportunity to give. Let us be 
deliberate in our g iving. 

• Be Definite in Our Giving 
(2 Cori11tliians 8:4) 

Once we have given "careful 
consid eration" and are a ware of the 
consequences, we will want to be 
d efini te in our g iving. We are not to 
hesitate but to be defini te (see verses 
10-11). 

C.H. Spurgeon wrote, "It is a 
very serious thing to g row rich! Of 
a ll the temptations to which God 's 
children are exposed, it is the worst, 
becau se it is one that they do not 
dread . Therefore, it is the more 
subtle temptation." 

Although we were told not to 
give to the beggars on the streets in 
Moscow. O ne of the g roup could 
not res is t g iving . H e said, "I cannot 
walk by these poo r creatu res and 
not give anything." H e was defini te 
in his resolve to help. 

Recently, w hile m.iniste ring in 
Fargo, ND, I w as impressed w ith 
the new ho using s tarts in the 
conununity. Our North American 
Baptist Conference church, 
Metropolitan Ba ptist, pastored by 
Dennis Hoffman, is at tempting to 
address m any of the needs 
re presented in those homes. They 
are "carefully considering" how 
they can reach people w ith the 
gospel. 

• Be Dedicated in Our Giving 
(2 Corin thians 8:5) 

We do not enter into the ministry 
o f stewardship until we bring 
ourselves as living sacrifices to God 
(see Ro111ans 12:1). We cannot be 
"Committed to Give" until we are 
first "Committed to God." The 
example of Jesus lead s us in 
becoming good stewards. 

"For you know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that though He 
was rich, yet for your sake He be
came poor, that you through His 
poverty migh t become rich" 
(2 Cori11tli ians 8:9). 

I preached in a school in the city 
of Ryazan, Russia . After I fi nished, I 
handed out Bibles to the students. 
In the hallway, an older Russian 
woman approached me. She was a 
widow with a very sick, teenage 
daughter. She reached into her 
pocketbook and handed me a 200 
ruble ba nknote. I refused to take it 
from her. I felt s he needed it more 
than I did. But she was d elibera te 
and defini te in her g ift. Finally, she 
was able to say in halting English, 
"For your mission." 

The gift of 200 rubles amounted 
to 30 cents in American money. I 
remembered the widow 's n1jte and 
how Jesus sa id, "Truly I say to you, 
this poor widow put in more tha n 
a ll . .. " (Mark 12:43) . This Russian 
woman was dedicated in her giv ing 
to her Lord. I take very seriously 

my stewardship of her gift to N orth 
American Baptist Conference 
ministries. 

I know many comm itted North 
American Baptist Conference 
people who exercise the same level 
of dedication. I have the p rivilege of 
w itnessing this kind of ded ication 
in many of our local churches. In 
Lethbridge, AB, believers gave 
sacrificially to meet their Thanks
giving offering goals. In Wisconsin, 
a local church stretched to meet its 
capita l fund needs to expand its 
facili ties to reach out w ith the 
gospel. Countless dollars have been 
given to send missionaries, appoint 
church planters, and ed ucate 
students for ministry in our 
Conference. 

As a North American Baptist, 
I desire to be God's kind of giver: 
To be able to d o all that I can as a 
fa ithfu l steward to further the 
progress of the Kingdom of God . 
Join me in becoming a deliberate, 
d efinite, and dedicated giver for the 
common goals- ministries-of our 
Conference. 0 

Dr. Le1l'is Petric 
is Devclop111e11 t 
Director, N.A.8. 
Co11fere11ce, 
Oakbrook 
Terrace, llli11oi~ 
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Seven Reasons 
Why People Give 

• Fear • Guilt 
• Obedience 

• Anger 
• Don't know 

W hy do people give? The 
answer: For a variety of 
motives. Several of the 

reasons may shock you. 

• People give because they a re 
ANGRY. "It is not unusual for 
people to use thei r wills to ex
press anger," one financial advi
sor has observed . "La rge sums of 
money are often given away be
cause parents or spouses refuse 
to leave anything to their 'good
for-nothing' children or an 
a lienated mate." Consider the 
man who reportedly left his 
estate to his wife on one condi
tion- that she remarry. "That 
way," he explained, "there will be 
one man on this planet who will 
mourn my death. " 

• A second reason for g iv ing is 
FEAR. The fear may be of losing 
something va luable-a sick child, 
a job, needed crops. Or, as w hen 
a well-known televangel ist told 
his viewers that he might die if 
they fa iled to donate $8 million, 
it may be of experiencing per
sona l adversity or even death . 

Whatever the cause, some people 
apparently believe tha t they need 
to give to a ppease Cod . Their 
motto is "Cod always gets His off 
the top." 
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by James Fann 

• GUILT is a third reason why peo
ple give. They a re like the man in 
the s tory who wrote to the Inter
nal Revenue Service. "Five years 
ago, I did not pay a ll m y taxes," 
he confessed. "Enclosed is a check 
for 50 dollars. If I s till can't sleep, 
I' ll send the other half." We laugh. 
But guilt is a powerful- if bitter 
- m otivator. 

• GREED is a fou rth reason for giv
ing. Tha t is to say, some people 
give because they believe God 
will prosper them if they do. 
Their g iving is an investment, 
not rea lly a way of honoring God. 

Kennon Ca llahan's explanation 
is closer to the truth. "As we give, 
we grow. We become fuller, 
deepe r people ... The reward is 
the g iving ." Yet material blessing 
can be an aspect of tha t reward. 

"You will be made rich in every 
way," the Apostle Paul assured 
the Corinthians, "so tha t you ca n 
be generous on every occasion" 
(2 Cori11thians 9:11, NfVJ . The 
temptation is tha t we will pe rson
ally lay cla im to the blessings 
and g reedily hoa rd them for 
o urselves. 

• The most disturbing answer to 
the q uestion why C hris tia n peo
ple give is that they DO NOT 
KNOW. In a recent survey, 41 

• Greed 
• Gratitude 

percent of those asked were un
able to offer a s ing le biblical or 
theological reason why they gave 
money to their church . That may 
he lp to explain why per m ember 
giving to the church at large has 
decreased by 8.5 percent s ince 
1968. During the same period, 
disposable after-tax income 
increased by nearly a third. 

There is much more a t stake here 
tha n meeting the church budget, 
however. The g reater traged y is 
that such a la rge number of be
lievers have failed to be fu lly d is
cipled . If trends continue, the pre
sent opportunity for s ignifica nt 
local and international Christia n 
mission will be missed . 

So perhaps we need to refocus 
the question. The issue is not 
w hy do people give? T he truly 
important issue is w hy s hould 
they? 

• The most obvious answer is tha t 
God commands it. Giving is a 
matter of Christian OBEDI
ENCE. Properly understood, that 
is ~1ot a legalism. It is desig ned to 
bnng fulfillment to our lives. 

"Command those w ho are rich in 
this present world ... to d o good, 
to be rich in good d eed s, to be 
w illing to sha re," I Timothy 
s tates. Why? "So tha t they may 

take hold o f the life that is truly 
life" (l Ti111otliy 6:17-19). 

"We live best as we g ive our 
streng ths, g ifts, a nd competen
cies in God's service," someone 
recently has said. "Liv ing is giv
ing. That is the first p rinciple for 
g iving-and life." 

B Yet if obed ience is the most obvi
o us reason for g iving, GRATI
TUDE is more fundamental. As 
Jo hn Wesley o nce put it, "If peo
p le were more a live to God, they 
would be m o re liberal." It is sur
prising how misunders tood that 
fact is. For one thing, people w ho 
g ive for positive reasons regu larly 
cite g ratitude as their chief 
motive. 

Christian people, especia lly, seem 
to have a built-in desire to say 
than k you. They like to give
and actua lly give best-w hen 
they a re reminded of how much 
they have received and how 
freely. 

Tha t is perfectly unders tandable. 
Carl H enry has pointed out that o f 
a ll the newly acquired feelings of 
the new convert to Chris t, no ne is 
so natura l as a sense o f g ra titude. 
"Whoever does not venture the 
Christian life prima rily out of g ra te
ful recollection misunderstand s the 
price of His red emption. Gratitude 
excludes so comple tely the motive 
of salvation by works." 

Since the time of St. Augustine, 
theologians have repeatedly empha
sized the funda mental importance 
of g ra titude for Christian service· · · 
including g iving. "Grateful love to 
the redeeming God is the d eepest 
ground o f virtue," o ne o f them i:as 
said . "All other motives for Chris
tian living are o nly properly u~d.~r
stood as they a re re fe rred to this. 
Accord ing to the He idelberg Cate-

chism, a ll o f Christian ethics can be 
summarized under the heading of 
gratitude. 

Indeed, the theme of grateful 
love is woven throughout the fabric 
of scripture. The words grace and 
g ratitude, for exam ple, a re a t root 
one (c/mris ). They a re two sides of 
the same Creek word . Because 
God's clmris (grace) is poured out 
on us, charis (gratitude) springs up 
in our hearts, manifesting itself in 

Paul pointed out that 
thanklessness, or 

ingratitude, is one of the 
two great sins of a fallen 

race: "they neither glorified 
him as God nor gave 

thanks" (Romans 1 :21, NIV). 
The key to Christian giving, 

then, is gratitude-
responding to God's 

initiative in my life with a 
thankful heart. 

thankful d evotion to God and d edi
cation to His serv ice. The writer of 
Hebrews graphically expressed this 
thought: "Wherefore, receiving a 
kingdom which cannot be shaken, 
let us have gratitude w hereby we 
may offer service well-pleasing to 
God" (Hebrews 12:28, KjV). O n the 
other ha nd, Paul pointed out that 
thanklessness, or ing ratitude, is o ne 
of the two great sins o f a fa llen race: 
"they neither glorified him as God 
nor gave thanks" (Ro111a11s 1:21 , NfV). 

The key to Chris tian giving, then, 
is gra titude-responding to God' s 
initia tive in my life with a thankful 
hea rt. Tha t is the root of a ll othe r 
legitimate motives for g iving . 
Affirming this, we are freed to do 

our giving as the Bible indicates 
tha t we should. We can g ive ... 

• cheerfully, each o ne of us 
giving "what he has d ecided in 
his heart to give, not reluc
tantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver" 
(2 Corinthians 9:7) . 

• liberally, with our generosity 
resulting in further thanks
giving to God (2 Corinthians 
9:11). 

• sacrificially, remembering the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who "for your sakes became 
poor, so that you through his 
poverty might become rich" 
(2 Cori11t'1ia11s 8:9) . 

• proportionately, accord ing to 
what we have, not according to 
what we do not have (2 Corin
thians 8:12). 

• systematically, laying aside on 
the firs t day of every week a 
sum of m oney in keeping with 
our income (1 Corint/iians 16:2). 

Many fund-raising programs 
begin with the assumption that peo
p le give out of identifiable self-inter
est. As we have seen, some people 
do give for a ll the wrong motives. I 
would like to recommend a better, 
mo re biblical reason for giving. W h y 
not s imply give in grateful response 
to God ' s love. 

In other words, "I urge you, 
brothers, in view of God' s mercy 
... "to give (Ro111a11s 12:1 -2). 0 

Tlie Rc11• fa111cs 
Fa 1111 is C/111 rc/1 
Pla11ti11s. Director, 
N.A.B . Co11fcrc11cc , 
Oakbrook Tcrmcc, 
l L. 
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Giving Through 
Loaning Your Money 
f f I tis truly an awesome respon

sibility to manage the invest
ments of the CEIF inves tors," 

reflects Robert Mayfor th, d irector, 
Church Extension Investors Fund. 
"It is no d ifferent with th e churches 
that receive the loans. 

"God has a llowed CEIF to surge 
ahead in recent years . Year end, 
Dec. 31, 1990, loans provided by 
C EIF s tood a t $12,217,774. Year end, 
Dec. 31, 1992, they s tood a t 
$16,524,844 or an increase of more 
tha n $4,300,000 or 26 percent. As of 
Dec. 31, 1992, we had $2,399,451 in 
undisbursed loan commitments." 

The grow th in investments has 
been s imi larly impressive. In 1990, 
certificates rose 12.4 percent or 
$1,543 ,501. In 1991 , they rose 
$3,376,687 or 24.2 percen t, and in 
1992, they rose $1,575,640 or 9.1 per
cent. That is to ta l growth of nearly 
$6.5 m ill ion in the last three yea rs, 
or 52 percent growth . 

All of us are aware of fina ncial 
ins titu tions that surged a head o nly 
to fa ll apart because of p oor qua lity 
investments. How is CEIF d oing on 
that front? CEIF's past d ue loans 
were a t his torica l lows on Dec. 31, 
1992. And, a t yea r end, CEIF's cash 
reserves stood at more tha n 
$5,000,000. 

CEIF has continued to in vest in 
technology to hold down its op era t
ing expenses. As a result, CEJF 
absorbed the rapid growth wi thout 
cha nges in s taff s ize. 

At CEIF' s annua l meeting in 
March, Mr. Mayforth told the Boa rd, 
"The people a nd management of the 
N .A.B. Confe rence have a llowed 
CEJF to serve them fo r the past 20 
yea rs. I believe that these have been 
'20 Years of Excelle nce' ." 
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W hat about the nex t 20 years? 
George Barna in his book, The 
Power of Vis ion, says, "Vis ion con
centrates on the future. It focuses on 
thinking ahead rather than on d w e l
ling upon or seeking to replicate the 
pas t. Vision for minis try is a reflec
tion of what God wants to accom
p lish throug h you to build His King
dom. Vision reflects a rea lis tic 
perspective." 

From consulta tions, which the 
CEIF s taff has had with various 
churches across the Co nference, Mr. 
Mayforth reports, "I see an 
opportunity to g rant between three 

and five m illion dollars in new 
loans ." These cons ulta tions have led 
me to the following vis ion for our 
work together as N.A.B.s: 

• Pastors a11d people looki11g to tlze 
f11t11re as they to11cli people's lives 
with tlze Good News of our Clzrist 

• CEIF bringing together investors 
and clz11rches that need facilities 

• The CEIF Board providing 
responsible leadership for tlris 
V IS /Oil 

"As the C EIF Boa rd, we must 
formu late the 'mos t p ossible dream' 
for the next 20 years ." 0 
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ANNOUNCING 
A New Revocable 

Charitable Trust Certificate 
Many people would like to make a gift to their church, the North Americ.an 
Baptist Conference, their Baptist association, or other N.A.B. C~nference min
istry upon their death. They have the accumulated assets. Right now, they 
want the income from the asset yet want to have the funds available if the 
need arises. There is no need to say, 

"I've always intended to, but .. . 
It's so complicated ... 
I'm concerned about the cost . .. 
What if I change my inind"? 

The new Revocable Charitable Trust Certificate is for you! 
• Convenient and easy to start 
•No legal or accounting fees 
• No con1plicated documents 
• Wide range of terms 
• Easy to change 

For more information and an application, 

Call TOLL FREE -1 (800) 543-CEIF 
Don't delay! 

Church Extension Investors Fund 
1 Soutlt 210 Summit Avenue 

Oakbrook Terrace, Illinois 60181 -3994 
Fax: (708) 495-3301 
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"Each man should give 
what he has decided in 

his heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God 

loves a cheerful giver" 
(2 Corinthians 9:7, NN). 

"Honor the Lord with 
your substance and with 
the first fruits of all your 
produce; then your barns 
will be filled with plenty, 

and your vats will be 
bursting with wine" 
(Proverbs 3:9, 10, RSV). 

"Now as you excel in 
everything-in faith, in 
utterance, in knowledge, 
in all earnestness, and in 

your love for us-see 
that you excel in this 
gracious work also" 

(2 Corinth ians 8:7, RSV). 

committed to GIVE 
DEFINITION: Giving is an act of worshipping God, whom we 

acknowledge as owner of everything. As believers 
and churches, we will be more mature and healthy 
as we excel in the grace of giving. 

..,,, GOAL 1: Enable believers in the local church to truly worship 
God in their giving. 

..,,, GOAL 2 : Teach believers in the local church the biblical 
principles of giving. 

..... GOAL 3 : Encourage believers in the local church to be 
examples to one another by excelling in 
generous giving. 

..,,, GOAL 4 : Help believers understand how adopting biblical 
giving practices and money management principles 
contribute to spiritual growth and general quality 
of life. 

..... GOAL 5: Encourage believers to adopt challenging individual 
annual giving goals. 

..... GOAL 6: Help believers al}d churches to be involved in 
adopting and achieving challenging annual giving 
goals for the local church, association, and 
Conference. 

..... GOAL 7: Encourage the local churches, associa tions, and the 
North American Baptist Conference, its d epartments, 
and cooperating organizations to adhere to the highest 
level of integrity in all of their financial activities. 

..... GOAL 8: Encourage churches to establish guidelines in 
responding to outside Conference financial appeals 
directed at North American Baptis t Conference 
churches and individuals. 


