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NEWS 

Spiritual Awakening 
meetings to be held in 
Brazil in March 
I .'':\ Spiritual Awakening/ 
~·~ Evangelism meetings are 
~ being held in Porto Alegre, 

RS, Brazil, with all of the Baptis t 
churches participating. Rad io 
evangelist, Rev. David Gomes, 
w ill be speaking. 

N.A.B. Missionary Richard 
Rabenhorst is participating in the 
spiritual preparation area, in 

MARCH 4- 7, 1993 

2 BAPTIST H ERA LD 

counseling, and in promotion of the 
meetings. 0 

Medical ministry in Nigeria 
touches many lives 

e Missionary Barbara 
Kieper, who returns in 
April for home assignment 

in May from Nigeria to Fessenden, 
ND, states there is an urgent need 
for missionaries to rep lace her and 
the Jim Misches. 

During this past year, Miss 

Kiep er and Zebulon Wamni, 
national medical director for the 
Mambilla Baptist Convention, cared 
for 42,496 patients during village 
health clinics, gave 6,021 immuniza­
tions, and saw 2,853 antenatals. 

Pray that med ical d octor, Ken 
Jones, and his w ife, Fran, and Peter 
and Sue Aaldyk, w ho w ill serve in 
administration and a t the Bible 
school, w ill be g ranted visas to 
enter and serve in N igeria. 0 

(continued 011 page 4) 

North American Baptist College 
Affiliated with the University of Alberta 

Four exciting days for high school 
students, grades 10 - 12 

guest speaker 

ED WEISS 
Founder and President of 

REAC H O UT YOUTH M INISTRIES, INC . 
Calgary, Alberta 

THE CHOIR 
in concert 

Full detail s, including posters, 
descriptive brochures and registration 
forms, have been sent to your church . 

You can also receive information 
by writing or calling 

Greg Charyna 
North American Bapti st College, 

11525 - 23 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta 
T6J 4T3. Phone (403) 437-1960 

Fax (403) 436-94 16 

Cost: $50 (Can.) $45 (U.S.) 
Limited to 250 

Registration Deadline, February 19th, 1993 
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NEWS 

North America 

Iowa youth combine talents 
Twelve youth from three 

· Iowa Association churches 
combined their ta lents to 

respond to the biblical imperative: 
to witness. They presented "Live at 
the Palace," a musical drama based 
on the songs of Christian artist, Ste­
ven Curtis Chapma n. 

Under the d irection of Joanna 
Lerud, rehearsa l for "Live a t the Pal­
ace began in October 1992. Perfor­
mances were given on January 10 a t 
First Baptist Church in Steamboat 
Rock and January 17 at Aplington 
Baptist Church, both of w hich were 
well attended . The youth gave their 

third performance on February 4 in 
Steamboat Rock for the Church an­
nual Fellowship Supper. This event 
is a meal and program presented to 
teachers and facu lty from the Wells­
burg-Steamboat Rock school district 
in appreciation for their service to 
the community. 

An invitation to respond to Christ 
was given a t each performance. 

Of the twelve youth, njne were 
from First Baptist Church in Steam­
boat Rock, two from Apling ton 
Baptist, and one from Calvary 
Baptist in Parkersburg. 0 
- Warren Roehl, nssocinte pnsfor 

N.A.B. Schools welcome new faculty and administrators 
N.A.B. Seminary in Sioux Falls, 

SD, welcomes three new faculty/ 
administrators to the Seminary staff 
this semester. 

Dr. Del Donaldson is the new 
Assistant Professor of Family 
Therapy as well as Marriage and 
Family Therapist at Sioux Fa lls 

Psychological Services, a counseling 
agency housed on the Seminary 
campus. Donaldson is a clinical 
member and approved supervisor 
with the American Association for 
Marriage a nd Family Therapy. He 
is an ordained minister. 

The Rev. Allan Kostboth is the 

Dr. Del Do11nldson 
Rev. A /Inn Kostbot /1 Mr. Rn11dy Reese 
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Harbor Trinity 
holds estate seminar on 
Super Bowl Sunday 
~ On Super Bowl Sunday, 25 

, ~~~~ persons atte~ded an ~state 
_. .J Design Semmar held im­

mediately after Harbor Trinity Bap­
tist Church's morning service. "The 
goal of this seminar held in Costa 
Mesa, CA, as well as others being 
held across North America is to en­
courage fa milies to find God's plan 
of stewardship for their estates," 
says Dr. C. Salios, N .A.B. estate 
planning counselor. "The seminars 
provide information to help people 
do this by explaining that estate 
p lanning is both a spiri tual and 
legal matter." 

More than 35 Stewardship Sun­
days or weekends have been sched­
uled in churches throughout the 
Conference for 1993 with Dr. Salios 
leading those in the U.S.A., and Mr. 
Mel Bergstresser leading those in 
Canada. It is anticipated that by 
year's end more than 50 churches 
will have held these seminars. 0 

new Director of Current Gifts for 
the Seminary. He is also an or­
da ined minis ter and has served as 
Director of Recruitment and 
Alu nmi/ae at N.A.B.S. for the past 
five years. 

Mr. Randy Reese is the new 
Director of Admissions at the Semi­
nary. He has served as Minister of 
Youth and Worship and completed 
his Master of Divinity degree at the 
Seminary in December 1992. 

N.A.B. College in Ed monton, AB, 
welcomes Greg Charyna as the new 
Director of Adm issions. He replaces 
Kurt Redschlag who has taken on 
new responsibilities at Edmonton 
Baptist Seminary. U 

It dawned on me the 
other day that you 
couldn't pay me enough 
to be a miss ionary in the 

Philippines. You see . .. 
I don't like being the only white 

face amid thousands of brown ones. 
I d on't like being regarded as an in­
truder in other people's conununi­
ties. I don' t like distributing reli­
gious literature house-to-house. 
And I don't like being mistaken fo r 
CIA, Mormon, J.W., or "Born 
Against." 

So what am I doing being a mis­
sionary in the Philippines? This is 
the question I asked myself the 
other day as Rufus and I distributed 
religious literature house-to-house 
in Masarawag, our new 
outreach point. by Gregg Evans 

d 't Masarawag is a rural 
conununity within the 
municipali ty of Guino­
batan and at the foot of 
Mayon volcano. There 
is a Catho lic church, an 

y OU CoUl ~ugh! whiteface. 

Pay M e En l vetheonlYdasintrud-
Ig lesia ni Cristo (a Fili­
pino cul t), and Mormons 
make their rounds here 
periodically. A mile away lives 
"Lola Maria," a cult leader whose 
thousands of followers believe she 
is a manifestation of Jesus' mother. 
Rufus and I are the first evangelical 
Christians to attempt ministry here. 

As Rufus an d I made our way on 
foot from one end of the ba rrio to 
the other and back again, I was 
aware that mine was definitely the 
only w hi te face in the area. Glares 
and scowls infonn ed me that we 
were intruders. My s trong personal 
avers ion to literature distribution 
was not d iminished but rather rein­
forced w ith every s tep. No one 
asked if I' m CIA (why bother ask­
ing?), bu t several times we were 
asked if we were Mormon o r 'Born 
Aga in.' 

If my job included much more of 
this house-to-house stuff, I'd quit 
and return to the States. I'm not kid­
ding . Literature distribution and 
feeling like an intruder-part and 
parcel of the house-to-house thing-

J<nOW I'll ·11al be regardet personal 
~ ~ · e~ 

111e ,And a11d we ·u be with g r to-house ht 
a re that unpleasant to uy ~1 a brown ers. It wl1 at I do housed- we' ll often 

hite g I in· ii t 1 · an we being the lone W d to exp a trava . tribut1on, . roups 
Id . b rden ]lar . this? Be- ture dis ·t·ed w ith g tly the 

wor 1s a u doing Je a . ·denti i . ortan ' ne 
So w hy am I her~ ·t the peop be rn1s1 

8 
t J11ore imP 't hasn' t g~ 

cause if I wasn't do!11g 
1

; get a loathe· t~ 1 0 where_ 1 

1 
arfl to 11ve 

of Masarawag mig~~~~e1-not soon Gospel~~ ~eople_ wi~o: theJ11· That 
chance to hear the ·need they before, a ho died 

I' 1 conVI one w 
a nyway-and n d ally, the un- for the re here . . Jow in 
need that.chance. 1 1~ initial con- is whY we~ Bible study is home 
pleasantries of ~-11al< ag to well-at- Interest in will lead one. o- will 
tact w ill soon g1v~ w t~at wi ll, in Masarawag._ I hopes that thfftoS 
tended. Bible stud1f!us of Masar- Bible study in veto start all over 
turn, y1~ld the nu~unity. Ideally. o en up. I may ha ea Please pray 
away Bible ConUl d if it turns out P . in another ar · 

On the other han have agall1 
that the people of ~as~a;,:ypl;n for that. ed on me the other da~ t 
no interest in learnmg 1 od ist from It dawn Jdn' t pay me enoug o 
for then1, we' ll shake t ~t otf town that yo~1 ~~l~o-nor could you pay 
our shoes on the way o ti at hasn't do the JO '0 
and go find another place '!ct ' t be 111e enough to stop. 
heard the Gospel. That shou n _ 
too hard. The Philippme country 

d f Masarawags side has thousan s 0 ' 
1 -whole communities where t 1e 

Gospel has never been shared. 
Whatever community we enter, I 

7.1 Rev. Greoa EI'fl/IS scrPl'S ns n11 ze ,~ ,~ . . . 
N.A.B. Conference 1111ssw1 inry 111 
Legaspi City, Pl1ilippi11L'S . 
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God's Tithing 
Truth for Today 

What does 
God's Word teach 

concerning tithing? 
I find myself turning 

to the statement 
of Jesus in 

Matthew 16:18, 
"I will build my church." 

It takes resources 
to build the 

Church of Jesus Christ. 
I believe that our 
God is the Owner 

of everything. 
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by Lewis Petrie 

f 'Y ou mean to tell me that 
you and your w ife give 
10 percent of your com­

bined incomes to the church you a t­
tend?" I can still remember this 
question being asked by one of my 
crew mates as we clea ned the fire 
truck a fter an emergency call. At the 
time, I was employed as a firefighter 
in Waterloo, ON. 

I had only been a Christian for a 
sho rt time. If he had followed his 
question with a short "Why?" I 
would not have been able to answer 
more than, "The Bible says we are to 
give 10 percent of our income to the 
church." 

The problem: I cou ld not explain 
very well why my w ife and I tithed 
to the church. We tithed because 
everyone else d id-or so we 
~hou~h t. Wh.~t is tithing? Is it really 
God s truth for believers today? I 

ad mi t th.a t I ha~e never struggled 
much w ith the issue of ti thing as 
God's "truth" for me in my life. At 
the same time, I know that this is 
not true for everyone, probably. 

I have heard many reasons why 
believers do no t consider the ti the 
an appropria te practice for New 
~esta.ment Christians today. "The 
tithe 1s lega listic." "The tithe is in the 
Old Testament therefore is inva lid." 
"I believe in grace giving." "Cod 
does not expect us to give a certain 
percentage of our income and 
wealth." "The Bible teaches we are 
not to be compelled to give more 
than we have decided in ou r hearts." 
On and on are the responses to the 
issue of tithing. 

Wha t does God's Word teach 
concerning tithing? I find myself 
turning to the statemen t of Jesus in 
Matthew 16:18, "I will bu ild my 
church." It takes resources to build 
the Church of Jesus Christ. I believe 
tha t ou r God is the Owner of every­
thing. He expects tha t we, H is p eo­
ple, w ill be active partners in shar­
ing the possessions He has blessed 
us with in order to comple te the 
build ing process. He has limited 
H imself to relying upon us to fu lfill 
our partnership in this building 
program. 

As a pastor in a local church, I 
realized that I needed to be an ex­
ample to my people in my giving. 
Our Lord 's rebuke to the Pha risees 
in Luke 11 :42 reminded me of my 
responsibility to be a good stewa rd 
through the discipline and practice 
of ti thing. I believe the increase in 
the spiritua l health of the church is 
tied di rectly to the willingness of 
God's people to become more con­
s is tent stewards through the giving 
of the tithe. O 

111 1993, the North A111ericn11 
Baptis'. Co11fere11ce is la1111chi11g the 
ftflh Btbf tcn/ l111pern / ive: "Co111mitted to 
G'.ve." In lite 11 pco111i11g 11101tths, there 
wtU be a nt1111ber of articles devoted to 
ttlltrng and giving lo ltelp 11s 
1111d.ersla11d our respo11sibility i11 
f11 lf tllt11g lite l111 perntive. 

Dr. Lewis f. Petrie is Develop111e11t 
D1rector, N.A .B. Co11fere11ce, Oakbrook 
Terrace, IL. 

An Instrument 
of God's Love 

by Ruby Forsberg 

F
rom my kitchen window, I 
saw a man with two small 
boys moving into the house 

next door. I wondered why his w ife 
was not w ith h im . I learned later 
she was in the hosp ital suffering 
w ith cancer. 

About a week la ter she came 
home. As I watched Mr. Wright 
helping her into the house, my heart 
went out to her. She was so thin 
and fra il. I became concerned as to 
w hether she knew the Lord as her 
Saviour. I began praying for her. 

One day as I was in my backyard, 
I could see d irectly in to her bed­
room. She was being fed in traven­
ously. I realized she was seriously 
ill. I felt guilty for not going to see 
her, but I excused myself by think­
ing, "l have never talked to anyone 
about their rela tionship with God. 
I'm no t q ua lified to speak to her 
about such an important matter. 
Anyway, I should wait until she is 
better." 

A sho rt time la ter, Mrs. Wright's 
nurse came to ask if she could use 
our telephone. She called the doctor 
and asked him to come as soon as 
possible. She said Mrs. Wright 
would no t live through the night. 

After she left, I berated myself, 
"What if she d ies? What if she goes 
out into eternity separated from 
God forever?" I grieved for her. I 
prayed, "Dear Lord, forgive me for 
not going to see her. I know you 
have been urging me to go a nd I 
have been making excuses . I'm 
sorry I did n' t obey you. If you will 
a llow her to live through the night, 

I promise I will go in the morning." 
The next morning I could hardly 

believe my eyes. Mr. Wright and 
the boys were out playing ball. 
They were laughing and happy. 

I went out and asked him about 
his wife's condition. He replied, 
"Laura is sitting up in bed eating 
breakfast. It is the first time in 
weeks she has asked for something 
to eat. It is like a miracle!" I knew 
what the miracle was-it was the 
way God had answered my prayer. 

I knew I had to keep my promise 
to God. I gave Mrs. Wright time to 
finish her breakfast then I picked up 
my Bible and prayed fervently for 
God's help. 

Laura was a sweet and friendly 
person. She made me feel welcome. 
She was completely open and 
receptive. God had prepared her 
heart. She said she had been in a 
church but had found no peace 
there. She did not know C hrist as 
her Saviour. She had been searching 
for the way to God . 

I assured her Jesus Christ is the 
way to God (John 14:6). I explained 
that all people are sinners (Romans 

3:23) and separated from God. But 
He loves us so much that He gave 
His Son to d ie on the cross to pay 
the penalty for our sins (Romans 
5:8). Each person must ind ividually 
receive Jesus Christ as Saviour and 
Lord of their lives (John 1:12). We 
receive Him by faith (Ephesians 
2:8,9). 

After I explained the gospel 
message along w ith the Scriptures, 
Laura gladly prayed and received 
Christ. We rejoiced together in her 
salvation. 

Each day we read and discussed 
the word of God. She eagerly 
listened and asked questions. 

Laura went to be with her Lord 
two weeks later. Before she died, 
she sa id, "Ruby, I' m not going to 
say goodbye, because I' ll be waiting 
for you in heaven." 

God taught me some invaluable 
lessons through the experience with 
Laura. He taught me 

... of His ability to supply a wit­
ness for those who are seeking H im 

. .. of His supernatural power to 
answer prayer 

. .. of His absolute adequacy for 
my inadequacy 

. . . of His strength for my 
weakness 

. .. o f His love for those who do 
not know Him. 

Being used by God as an instru­
ment of His love and grace to w in 
souls for Him is the most worth­
while activity, the highest privilege 
and the greatest joy of the Christian 
life. 0 

M rs. Ruby Forsberg is n 111e111ber of 
Temple Bnptist Churclr . Lodi, CA . 



W e all stagger into the 
restaurant in varying 
degrees of alertness. 

We're the first ones there. We open 
the place. 

The initial conversation is not 
even close to being theological. It's 
about trips and kids. Jobs and hob­
bies. Illnesses and recovery. And ... 
basketball. 

Over the eggs and pancakes, we 
talk sports. Not jus t "H ow 'bout 
them Warriors?" We plunge deep 
into the attitudes, the machinations 
of sports. Occasionally, we surface 
to another topic, but we pull our­
selves back to Michael and Magic. .. 
to defensive strategies .. . to how to 
d iscover a 7-foot cen ter with a 3.88 
GPA forUOP. 

Then, the plates are cleared . 
Someone says, "Let's go," and we're 
off and running. We op en our Bibles 
and read . Just read. Perhaps it' s the 
small business owner, or the teacher 
w ho starts, but we just read. At the 
end of a section of Scripture, there's 
a pa use. I know w hat's coming. For 
me, it's a li ttle bit of heaven on 
earth . 

The insurance agent usually s tarts 
it-"Why d o you think Jesus did 
that? What made Him say that?" 
We chime in one after the other, the 
two basketball coaches, the teacher, 
the fellow who owns the printing 
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by Patrick Allen 

business. I sit back in amazement. 
Oh, I have all the theology. I 

know the Greek and Hebrew verbs. 
I can help them untangle some in­
terpretive problems. But, I sit in hu­
mility watching, listening to these 
men speak about the Lord they love. 

At times, my eyes mist over. The 
small business owner shares an in­
sightful illustra tion. The teacher re­
minds us of how God's grace oper­
ates through this passage and in our 
lives. 

We chortle as we discover new 
insights into our relationship w ith 
Jesus. We' re frantica lly underlining 
new verses we've discovered . We 
jot notes in the margins or on nap­
kins about some shared point. 

Then we pray. It's not an ecclesi­
astical, multi-syllabic discourse 
where individuals seem to be lec­
tu ring God. It's humble. It's loving. 
I usua lly go last because it takes 
that long for me to get myself under 
control. 

These men pray for their fam ilies, 
their jobs, their churches. They pray 
for the tough ethical and relational 
d ecisions they make during the 
week. Then they pray for one an­
other. No one gets left out. If you 
have to miss a week, you get 
prayed for even more-recovery 
from illness or trouble in bus iness. 
But most of all, they p ray for their 

own personal walk with God. To be 
men of integrity and purpose. 

I'm a basket-case by the time it's 
my turn. I've got so many ideas and 
emotions running around inside me 
they want to burst out like a train 
hurtling out of a tunnel. And I 
realize their precious g ift to me­
they've helped me bring my focus 
to a central point- Jesus Christ. If 
I'm out-of-balance with ministry, 
they help me limp back to the One 
who gives balance. If I' m ba ttling 
w ith ind ividuals, they help soften 
my heart, reminding me of the One 
w ho has forgiven me. 

The final "amen" is g iven. There's 
the squeak of cha irs being p ushed 
back, the rustle of paper. We move 
out because there a re quotes to be 
given, lesson plans to be filed, re­
cruits to be phoned, and orders to 
be filled. But there's a lways this 
lingering thought in !hr pMking lot 

· ·. "Nex( week. We' ll be back next 
week." 

I can hardly wa it for next week 
to come. O 

The Rev. Patrick Allen is minister of 
single/outrench nt Quail Lakes Baptis t 
Church, S tockton , CA. 

Reprinted by permission from The 
Quni/ Cn l/, September 1992. 

Called to Serve in Japan 
f f I 've been reminded tha_t 

the Holy Spirit works m 
ways that are often not 

'my' ways," says Yuri Nakano, who 
left in September to serve as an 
N.A.B. Conference short-term 
missionary in Japa n. Her ministry 
there includes teaching English 
conversation classes and Bible 
classes at Tsu Christian Center. 

"It's truly God's active work and 
power that draws people unto Hirn. 
As I was teaching my students 
about North American Thanks­
giving, God provided a wonderful 
opportunity for me to share my 
tes timony with one of them, Mrs. 
Yamanaka. I told her that Thanks­
giving is a day set aside to give 
thanks to God for the many 
blessings H e has g iven. One thing 
led to a nother, and I exp lained the 
gospel to her for most of the lesson. 
Very interested, she asked good 
questions. I d idn' t expect the lesson 
to go that way a t all, but God was, 
really working in Mrs. Yamanaka s 
heart. The next Sunday, she ca me to 
church with her handicapped son 
for the first time!" 

As a Japanese-Canadian or sec­
ond-generation Japanese, Yuri has 
had several interesting experiences 
in Japan w here she has been mis­
taken as a native Japanese who 
speaks very good English, and a 
"strange" Japanese who has prob­
lems und erstanding many things. 

"However, God has equipped me 
With a bas ic knowledge of Japa nese 
to communicate," says Yuri, "and 
for this, 1 am truly tha nkful. I have 
had some good opportunities to 
share my testimony w ith some of 
my students in my EngUsh Conver­
sa tion classes." 

Yuri came from a non-Christian 
family but had a C hris tian friend 
Who invited her to a Christia n Bible 
camp when Yuri was ten years old. 

Y11ri Nnknno 

"I want to obey God's 
will, and I desire to 

share the Gospel 
with the unsaved. 

I particularly want to 
serve in Japan because I 
have a burdened heart 

for the Japanese who are 
difficult to reach." 

"The camp speaker presented the 
Gospel to me," recalls Yuri, "and I 
was convicted of the deep sins I had 
in my heart. I accepted the Lord 
that night by praying that I wanted 
forgiveness for my sins. I believed 
that Jesus died for my sins and 
asked Him to come into my life as 

my Lord and Savior. I s tarted going 
to church and have been reg ularly 
ever since I was in junior high 
school." Yuri was baptized in 1987 
at the Japanese Nikkei Christian 
Church. 

"I believe that I have been pro­
gressively growing in my walk with 
Christ since my conversion, and I 
desire to grow continually closer to 
Hirn by doing His good and perfect 
will," states Yuri. "My Sunday 
school teacher and pastor had a big 
influence in my life as a youngster." 

Yuri s tudied at the University of 
Alberta for two years and at N .A.B. 
College w here she received the 
B.A.R. degree in religious studies. 

"Carol Potratz, my discipleship 
professor and faculty lead er of the 
Interna tional Students group at 
N .A.B.C., had the most influence 
upon me. My years at N .A.B. Col­
lege taught me numerous things 
about God 's Word and the Chris­
tian life and w hat it really enta ils." 

Before going to Japan as a mis­
sionary, Yuri served as a Sunday 
school teacher, a Laotian Bible club 
teacher, and as a girls' camp coun­
selor. She also taught a Sunday 
school class for Laotian children at 
Meadowlark-Westland (West 
Meadows) Baptist Church and 
Knox Evangelical Free Church. She 
helped organize the International 
Students group on the N.A.B. 
College campus and served as 
co-president. 

As Yuri a ttended various mission 
conferences, she talked w ith Chris­
tian friends and d eveloped an inter­
est in other cultures. She fee ls that 
God wants her to serve as a mis­
sionary. "] wa nt to obey God's w ill, 
and I d esire to share the Gospel w ith 
the unsaved . I pa rticularly want to 
serve in Japan because I have a 
burdened heart for the Japanese 
w ho are d ifficult to reach." 0 
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Bringing Newcomers 

Up to Speed: FYI Class 

H ow do you introduce new 
people to the life and min­
istry of your church? How 

do you establish a special track for 
those new people to move along 
toward integration into the fellow­
ship? We, at Century Baptis t in 
Bismarck, ND, have developed a 
class called, "For Your Information," 
which is designed to familiarize 
people with the leaders and minis­
tries of our church. In addressing 
the above questions, we decided to 
make use of the technology 
avai lable today. 

I cond ucted more than 20 video 
in terviews with leaders of our vari­
ous ministries. When we sa t down 
and mad e a list o f a ll the necessary 
interviews to tape, we were amazed 
by all "the ground" to cover: Histo­
rical beginnings of CBC, Sunday 
school, nursery, AWANA, missions, 
financia l and properties, home Bible 
studies, support groups, evange­
lism, music, VBS, men's group, 
women's group, fellowship and 
athletics, youth, Child ren' s Ark, 
long-range planning, v isitation, and 
more! 

My office was turned into a 
studio for the taping sessions 
making use of one camcorder on a 
tripod with a little extra lighting 
and an external microphone. We set 
aside time blocks for the interviews 
on six days and sent out a letter to 
the leaders explaining our p lan. The 
response was 100 percent! Leaders 
exclaimed with enthusiasm, "' It w ill 
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by Randy Mitrovich 

Randy Mitrovich 

God works in 
mysterious ways­

we did not know that He 
would use these videos 
to give CBC profile and 

a testimony in the 
community. 

Praise the Lord for the 
doors He opens! 

be g reat to share with people what 
goes on in our corner of ministry ." 

We gave them a series o f ques­
tions to think about in ad vance: 

• Why did you come to CBC for the 
first time? 

• Why did you decide to make 
CBC your church home? 

• How did you come to know Jesus 
Christ as your personal Savior? 

• What about your family and 
hobbies? 

• What is the purpose of the minis­
try you ' re involved in? 

• Who can be involved? ls training 
required and available? 

• Wha t kind of g ifts/ talents are 
helpful? H ow would a person get 
involved in this ministry? 

• W hat do you find to be the most 
fulfilling part of your involve­
ment in th is ministry? 

We gained a new apprecia tion 
for the positive people and minis­
tries of CBC th roug h working o n 
this p roject. It gave us an opportu­
nity to reflect on wha t we ha ve to 
offer-actually, a g reat deal- that 
we often take for granted. Our 
leaders communica ted a d ynamic 
love fo r the Lord, Century Baptist 
Church, and their areas of 
ministry. 

These dedicated laypeople were 
a lso able to challenge newcomers 
to become involved and use their 
g ifts w ith "the r ing of integrity"­
beca use they are serving in the 
trenches themselves. People w ho 
are new to Century Baptist a re 
meeting 27 Ieaders in this class 

(through video) ra ther than just 
m yself and maybe o ne or two other 
leaders in a typica l "welcome class." 
By the time the FYI class is over, 
they will no t o nly have a good 
grasp of the nuts and bolts of 
ministry but a lso a feel for the 
"heart" of our leaders. 

For me, there is a benefit in being 
able to be a part of this class (via 
v ideo) even when someone e lse is 
actua lly leading it. Right now, 
Willis Potra tz, pastor for care and 
v is itatio n, teaches the class. He in­
v ites newcomers to the class when 
he visits them. Our plan is to offer 
FYI (Part 1) and FYI (Part 2). I w ill 
be lead ing the second pa rt, which 
wi ll cover stewardship, baptism, 
membership, and the N.A.B. Con­
ference ministry and mission. 

Once we finis hed taping, the 
cha llenge was to edit each interview 
down to ten minutes. We called the 
Community Access Cable Televi-

1;.]: I A 3113 ·I i. Ii 3 ; ,,, w 

sion Station office asking if we 
could use their editing equipment. 
They said, "Yes, if you let us play it 
on the a ir, there is no charge fo r use 
of the equipment. If you don't let us 
use it on the air, the cost will be $25 
an hour." Wha t could we say? Lou 
Schwind t, our technician, spent 
hours down a t the lab doing the 
editing. The interviews w ill be aired 
by Community Access a number of 
times in the coming months. 

God works in mysterious ways­
we d id not know that He would use 
these v ideos to give CBC profile 
a nd a testimony in the community. 
Pra ise the Lord for the doors He 
opens! 

We wanted to introduce peop le 
to CBC-we just d idn't realize how 
many! 0 

Tlie Rev. Rn11d11 Mitrouic11 is Senior 
Pnstor at Ct'11ti1ry Bnptisl Cllllrcl1, 
Bis111nrck, ND. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: This 
class has received excellent 
reviews. People are on a 
waiting list to attend the 
series of class sessions 
because Pastor Portratz's 
office can only accommo­
date 11 at a time. "Our hope 
is that the F.Y.L Class will 
assist people in becoming 
integrated and help them 
choose an area of service 
within the body at 
Century," says Randy 
Mitrovich, senior pastor. "It 
has been a good challenge 
to focus on 'Improving Our 
Service' in 1992! I continue 
to appreciate our Biblical 
Imperatives. They keep us 
on course and aiming for 
the right targets." 
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Servanthood and Leadership: 

by J. Gordon H arris 

A servant of God 
ministers to the needs 
of others. The servant 
dispenses justice and 

love. In addition, God's 
leader helps others 

assume important roles 
in the kingdom of God. 

An officer of the King 
represents the Good 

Shepherd in both 
words and deeds. 

A servant is called to 
minister to others 

as did the King, 
Jesus Christ. 
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Strong Leaderor Slave? 
S ervanthood, as a lead ership 

style for the 1990s, seems im­
possible to reconcile with con­

gregational expecta tions for pastors. 
C::hurches seek powerfu l speakers 
like tho~e in t~e media. They yearn 
f?r chan smatic personalities w ho 
fill television and radio with con­
vinc~g arguments, entertaining 
music, and d ramatic testimonies. 
Congregations expect pastors to do 
the same, to minister daily to 
dive~s~ needs of members, and to 
ad rruruster a com plex organization 
The personality cult style eliminate.s 
servanthood from a pastoral ·ob 
descrip tion. J 

Occasionally the same b ' mem ers 
expect pastors or church staff to be 
~~r~ants of the people or at least of 

e1r g~oup. They prefer a pastor 
w~o will remain subject to their 
"'.1shes. Groups within the church 
dictate particular concerns and ex­
pect a yastor to accept and promote 
those issues. 
M~ni~ters feel confused by the 

confhctmg messages the . fr . Y receive 
om their congregations. Must the 

b~ super stars or lowly slaves? Th/ 
Bible of~ers an image of servanthood 
t~a t redirects the unrealistic expecta­
h?ns of congregations. What the 
Bible teaches about servant 1 d h" c ea er-
s ip corrects common notions 
about Christian leadersh · 1p . 

Servants in the Bible 
may be powerful 

The most common Hebrew term 
for servant refers to eith .. er a 
worker" or "slave" de d" , pen mg on 

the context. The Greek O ld Testa­
ment (Septuagint) translates the 
Hebrew word for servant(' ebed) 
with either "child" (pnis) or "slave" 
(doulos) the majority of times. 

New Testa ment passages describe 
Jes~s as the suffering servant from 
Isaiah. The phrases "my servant" 
and "son (child) of God" point to an 
early understanding of Jesus Christ 
as the fulfi llment of servanthood 
prop hecies in Isaia h. Jesus both tells 
of His servanthood mission and 
lives out the role of messianic 
servant. 

Biblical passages abou t a servant 
lead er do not picture a slave born in 
bondage or one sold into slavery. 
Servanthood in that context has a 
~ariety o.~ surpris ing mean ings. 
Servant designates one w ho 

chooses to be loyal to a mas ter. 
Slavery of fellow Israelites occurs 
under extreme circumstances among 
the Hebrews bu t is not common. 
Servanthood describes also a recip­
rocal bind ing together of a m aster 
and a worker. For examp le an of-
f • • I 

ICer of the kmg is designated a royal 
servant. A professional army officer 
and a minister of state call their rela­
tionship with the king "servant-
hood "A ff. · n o ice h older confesses 
loyalty to a king and feels obligated 
to fu lfill certain du ties. On the other 
hand k c ' a mg offers loya l servan ts 
pr~tection and fina ncial security. 
Neither the servant nor the master 
may break that sacred pact w ithout 
severe consequences. 

Servanthood in the Bible reflects 
the empl 1 oyment ang uage of mon-

archy. A servant of the king assumes 
an office on a contract or a conven­
antal relationship. That servant 
often holds an important, unique 
office at the court. The bureaucrat 
may act as an agen t of the king and 
del iver messages for the ruler. A 
s~rvant of God assumes that posi­
tion through a similar relationship 
with God. 

Servan t leaders in the Bible 
exhibit great power 

The O ld Testament lists a num­
ber of prominent servants of God. It 
calls "servants of God" people like 
Abra ham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, 
Joshua, David, Solomon, and the 
p rophets. These hardly act as slaves 
locked in to demeaning drudgery. 
They lead a s people of strength and 
vision. 

Servant examples in the Bible 
teach one u niq ue lesson about what 
a servant leader should be. Servant 
lead ers attach themselves to God, 
the divine Sovereign, as politicians 
submi t themselves to a leader. They 
call themselves servants of God to 
indicate that they act as God's 
agents to minister on earth. To 
claim to be a servant of God is to 
join together with other d evoted, 
loyal fo llowers of the g reat King. In 
return for faithfu l service, God 
promises divine, fa ithful, covenant 
love (hesed). 

Paul uses the word "servant" 
(doulos) in a parallel sense. He does 
not visualize h imself as a slave in 
the Roman or Greek sense. His 
epistles generally begin with the 

ascription: "Pau l (called to be) an 
apostle of Jesus Christ." In Romans 
1 :1 , Paul calls himself a "servant 
(doulos), called to be an apostle." 
Such a superscription does not 
describe Paul as an ordinary slave. 
Paul is a servant who is called to be 
an apostle. Only in Phil ippians, 
where Paul does not need to defend 
his authority with his friends, d oes 
he call himself a servant (doulos) 
without clarifying what that means. 

Throughout the Bible, the "ser­
vant of God" implies an image quite 
unlike that of a slave or servile per­
son w ithout rights. IJ1stead, the ser­
vant acts as an agent of the divine 
King. A Christian leader who 
chooses Jesus Christ as Master of­
fers total loyalty and service. In turn, 
the servant can expect salvation a nd 
faithful love to follow to the ends of 
the earth. A Christian servant is 
truly a choice child of the King! 

Bible examples add other d imen­
sions to servanthood. A servant of 
God ministers to the needs of 
others. The servant dispenses justice 
and Jove. In addition, God's leader 
helps others assume importa nt roles 
in the kin gd om of God. An officer 
of the King represents the Good 
Shepherd in both words and deeds. 
A servant is called to minister to 
others as did the King, Jesus Christ. 

The Bible resolves the modern 
conflict between two images of ser­
vant leadership. The Bible pictures 
servant leaders as strong persons 
carrying a great deal of responsibi­
lity a nd authori ty. They frequently 
demonstrate courage and talen t. 
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Servants of God neither feel 
superior nor inferior to others. 
The Bible teaches that God 
equips pastors and lay members 
alike as servants of God to tackle 
the challenges of t he 1990s and 
beyond. 

They certainly surpass the roles of 
slavery. 

On the other hand, servant 
leaders in the Bible submit them­
selves to a Commander-in-chief. 
God's servant leaders show loyalty 
and service to their heavenly King; 
thereby, they give up seeking to 
glorify themselves. God, in turn, 
offers protection and fa ithful love to 
servant leaders. 

Servants of God neither feel 
superior nor inferior to others. The 
Bible teaches that God equips pas­
tors and lay members alike as ser­
vants of God to tackle the chal­
lenges of the 1990s and beyond. 0 

/ . Gordon Hams 1s Professor of Old 
Testa111e11t and Arndemic Vit·" Pre, t 1 • c ~ll t!// 

N.A.B . Se111111ary, Sio11x Falls , SD. 
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Vision for Ministry 

The 1993 graduates of 
the North American 
Baptist Seminary, Sioux 
Falls, SD, present their 
vision statements to the 
readers of the Baptist 
Herald. Commencement 
exercises will be held 
M ay 22, 1993. 

M y vision for ministry is "to 
prepare God's people for 

works of service, 
so that the body 
of Christ may be 
built up unti l we 
all reach unity in 
the faith and in 
the knowledge of 
the Son of Cod 
and become 
mature, attaining 

to the whole measure of the fullness 
of Christ'' (Ephesians 4:12-13). 

David R.Bambas is n senior in the 
Master of Divinity degree program. J /is 
home church is Tyndall (SD) United 
Methodist Church. I le n11d his wife, 
Carin, hnve three children. 
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M y vision for minis try is to 
p erform my service for 

others in my 
home, church, 
community, and 
profession out of 
my awareness of 
the great love 
God has shown 
me. Thus, I wish 
to minister to my 
fellowman w ith 

love and compassion. 
Helen Bos is n senior i11 the Master 

of Arts in Co1111sel.ing degree program. 
I-ler home cllllrc/1 1s St . /oh11 American 
Lutheran Churc/1, Sioux Fa lls, SD. She 
and her husband, Dwight, hnve three 
children. 

I rec.ognize any m.i nistry of coun­
seling walks with respect a nd 

compassion into 
the woundedness 
of.o~hers. l see my 
mmrstry as one of 
walking with indi­
vidua ls a nd fa mi­
lies, empowering 
them and enab­
ling them to see 

. . . . redemptive possi-
~1Iities m.a~y situation. My founda­
tion of numstry and manda te f 

I
. or 

counse mg lies in the red em pt· f . ion, 
org1veness, and hope found in 

Jesus Christ. 
. Rhonda A. Carpenter is n se11ior 
111 the Master of Arts in Counseling 
degree program. Her home church is 
Ce11trn/ Baptist Church, Sioux Falls 
SD. She n11d her husband, Pn itf, hnv~ 
three daughters. 

Staring into the w indow of m y 
sou l, one can see the turbulent 

storm. Deeper 
still the gaze sifts 
through the 
cloudy haze to 
rest upon a soli­
tary figu re glid­
ing on the w inds 
of u nrest. The 

, eagle looks so 
alone yet so 

powerful. Searching for His will, I 
glide upon the w inds of H is 
decision. 

Mark W. Carr is n se11ior i11 the 
Master of Aris i11 Cou11seli11g degree 
program. J-I is ho111e cl111rc11 is Lake 
Norden Bnplisl Church in South 
Dnkotn. 

A s Pilate and Herod became 
friend s because of Jesus, how 

much more 
should we be­
come reconciled 
through Him? 
Despite our d iver­
sity, here is the 
commonality: 
Jesus died for us. 
In the sa me way 

. tha t Jesus shed 
H is blood, Christians live ou t their 
lives i ~ ~h i~ world. The genuine 
reconc1liation is possible because of 
the power of the Cross. 

Sung-Haag Choee is n se11ior i11 
flu; Master of Divinity degree program. 
Hrs home church is The Yu111-Kwn11g 
Presbyterian Church, Seoul, Koren. He 
a11d his wife, K.-M. A/111, have 011e child. 

A s a Methodist student and pre­
sident of the Methodist Fel-

lowship, I have 
come to see 
N.A.B.S. in a 
ra ther unusual 
light. At first, I 
felt the theologi­
cal difference 
would be great. 
This was not the 
case at N.A.B.S.­

the similari ties not the differences 
~ere s tressed. I plan to enter full­
hme service in the United Methodist 
Church of South Dakota. 

James Edward Claggett is n 
senior in the Mnster of Divinity degree 
program. J-Iis ho111e church is First 
Un ited Methodist Church, Mitchell, 
SD. I-lis wife's 11n111e is fnn . 

A s I envision ministry in my 
future, two specific truths 

serve as my focus: 
God has deter­
mined to d o His 
ministry in me 
and through me 
to enable others 
to experience this 
same work of God 
in their lives. By 
H is grace, I desire 

t? spend my life pastoring congrega­
tions with these truths in mind. 

Chuck Davis is n se11ior i11 the 
Mnster of Divi11ity degree progrn111. He 
pastors First Baptist Church, £111en;, 
SD. /-le nnd his wife, /n11elle, linve six 
childre11. 

A s I look forwa rd to full-time 
Christian m inistry, I see my-

self as one of 
many who are 
endeavoring to 
bring the love of 
Christ to the 
world. Through 
teaching, cou nsel­
ing, and pastoral 
ca re, I feel I will 
be following in 

Chris t's footsteps, rniniste~in9 to 
others as He d id during Hts time on 
earth and as He has rn.inistered to 
me in my own life. 

Connie De Wolfe is a senior in the 
Master of Arts i11 Counseling nnd 
Christian Ed11cntio11 degree progrn111. 
J-ler ho111e church is Onk Hills Baptist 
Church, Sioux Fnlls, SD. 

A fter graduation, I will be seek­
ing part-time employment on 

a church staff as a 
Christian Educa­
tion Director or as 
a Coordinator for 
Family and Adult 
Ministries. My 
intent is to also 
become involved 
in leading semi­
nars, workshops, 

and retreats pertaining to relation­
ship enhancement, parenting, 
family relationships, preparing for 
marriage, divorce recovery, and 
blended farn.ilies. My ultimate goal 
is to operate an ecumenical renewal 
facility where these kinds of educa­
tional and support opportunities 
w ill be available to local and rural 
church members as well as others in 
the community seeking to increase 
their skills in any of these areas 
within a spiritual context. 

Marsha Englert is n senior i11 the 
Master of Aris i11 Christin11 Educntio11 
degree progrn111. She is n 111e111/Jer of n 
U11ilerl Metl10rlist church i11 Phoe11ix, 
AZ. S/1e n11d lier lius/Jnnd, David, hnve 
two children. 

I hope to use my counseling skills 
in the area of student services in 

a Christian col­
lege setting. It is 
my desire to help 
make a difference 
in students' lives 
as God directs 
them in their col­
lege years. I be­
lieve N.A.B.S. has 
given me the op­

portunity to lay a foundation for 
my future, and the ~uture of others 
with whom I come 111 contact. 

Christine Goltz is n senior i11 the 
Mnster of Arts i11 Co1111seling degree 
program. Her '10111e c/111rch 1s Ce11tml 
Bnptisl Church, Ed111011to11 , AB. 

M y vision for rn.inistry is to 
strive to live a life that is a 

w itness for Christ 
and to be open to 
go where God 
leads me to use 
my counseling 
skills. 

Deborra H all 
is n senior in the 
Master of Arts i /1 

Counseling degree 
program. Her home church is l-Iillcresl 
Baptist Church, Sioux Fnlls, SD. J-Ier 
/Jusbnnd's 11nme is Gnn;. 

A fter graduation, I will be ac­
cepting a m.ission church / new 

church plant with 
the American 
Baptist Conven­
tion/USA. My 
farn.ily' s heart for 
rn.inistry is in the 
city. I believe an 
important mission 
field of the 90s is 
the inner-city. 

Jeremiah exhorts us to "pray for the 
welfare of the city" and that is 
where we are called to minister. 

Leon H ebrink is a senior in the 
Master of Divinity degree program. His 
home cl111rcli is First Baptist Church, 
Sioux Fnlls, SD. /-le n11d liis wife, Mary 
Ann, hnve two children. 

I think the Church is full of gifted 
people to spread the gospel, but 

we, as a church, 
never catch a 
vision for what 
"spreading the 
gospel" means for 
us, as individual 
persons. All have 
different gifts for 
ministry. I would 
like to help peo­

ple find their niche in ministry and 
then equip them to do so. Jesus told 
the disciples, "But l tell you, look 
around you, and see how the fields 
a re ripe for harvesting" (John 4:35b). 

Gregg Hemmen is n senior in the 
Mnster of Divinity degree progrn111 . His 
/io111e c/111rc/1 is First Baptist C/111rcl1 , 
Sten111/Jonl Rock, IA. 
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I n the future, I see myself work­
ing actively for and with women 

in all aspects of 
their lives. This 
will include coun­
seling and sup­
porting women as 
they work 
through the abuse 
issues and work 
to achieve heal­
ing, relationship 

and marriage issues, discovering 
goals and aspirations for their 
future, and achieving ba lance and 
wholeness in their lives. 

Nancy C. Hong is a senior in tire 
Master of Arts in Counseling degree 
program. Her home church is Our 
Savior's Lutheran Church, Sioux Falls, 
SD. Her husband's name is Steven/. 
Thomas. 

I t is my desire to extend to others 
the sa me comfort and grace that 

God has given 
me. I pray that 
God will use me 
as a instrument 
for the emotional 
healing of those 
who are hurting. 

Kerry G. 
Jespersen is a 
senior in the 

Master of Arts in Counseling degree 
program. His home church is Grace 
Church, Sioux Falls, SO . His wife's 
name is Elli. 

You did not choose Me, but I 
chose you, and appointed you, 

that you should 
go and bear fruit, 
and that your 
fruit should re­
main, that what­
ever you ask of 
the Father in My 
name, He may 
give to you. This I 
command you, 

that you love one another" (John 
15:16,17). 
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Linda Johnson is a senior in the 
Master of Arts in Counseling degree 
program. Her home church is St. Paul 
L11theran, Pipestone, MN. Sire is a 
widow with one son. 

Believing all You have done for 
me, Here I am Lord, willing 

and available; 
Here is my heart, 
for Your sincere 
worship, That I 
may Be before I 
Do; Here are my 
eyes, Lord, to see 
the whitened 
field s in the center 
of Your eye; Here 

are my hands and feet, To lead, 
guide, help, encourage, teach, and 
pray; H ere I am Lord ... to touch 
people for Your eternity ... One life 
at a time. 

John Kiemele is a senior i11 the 
Master of Aris i11 Christ ia11 Educntio11 
degree program. His home church is 
Ashley Baptist Church, Ashley, ND. 
He serves as Associate Pastor at West 
Meadows Baptist Church, Edmonton 
AB. ' 

Aft~r ~6 years in the pastoral 
mm1stry, I came to sem inary 

to upgrade and 
focus on the fast­
est growing age 
group in America. 
My goal is to be­
come an associate 
pas tor working 
with older adults 
and their families. 

Clyde A. Leim­
~erer is~ senior in the Master of Arts 
111.Clmslinn Educ~tw11 degree program. 
H.1s home church 1s Congregational 
81.ble Ch11rclr, Hartwick, /A. He and his 
wife, Earlyne, have five children. 

M y visions for minis try are 
mainly concerned w ith my 

family and my 
church. Both my 
wife and I will be 
working in some 
of the many help­
ing professions 
that are so vita l to 
ou r world today. 
Tami is a nurse, 
and I am a Chris­

tian counselor. Our expectations are 
simply that God use us to help peo­
ple in need and, through our work, 
g lorify His name. 

Jack MacD onald is a senior in tire 
Master of Arts in Counseling degree 
program. He and Iris wife, Tami, are 
m.embers of Trinity Baptist Cl/l/rclr, 
Swux Falls, SD. They have one son. 

I feel called to help each person 
discover bo th the privileges and 

responsibilities of 
the Christian life, 
and then, by 
God's grace and 
with the help of 
the Holy Spi rit, 
we can proceed 
on our jou rney of 
a life of faith in 
Jesus Christ 
together. 

Ken McQueen is a senior i11 the 
f:1aster of Divinity and Master of Arts 
in Counseling degree programs. His 
home church is United Methodist 
Church, Madison, SD. He and Iris wife, 
Mary, have five clzildren. 

I feel called to minis ter the gospel 
of Jesus Christ through the parish 

ministry. I have a 
special vision 
about trying, with 
God's grace, to 
strengthen family 
units in w hatever 
way 1 can through 
the various minis­
tries o f the church. 

. Mary Mc-
Q ueen is a senior in the Master of D ... 

ivimty degree program. Her home 

church is United Methodist Cl/l/rc/1, 
Madison, SD. She and her husband, 
Ken, have five children. 

God has g iven me the gift of 
teaching and preaching. He is 

leading me to­
ward a teaching 
ministry in higher 
education. Jn pre­
paring for this 
ministry, I am 
seeking to enter 
into doctoral 
studies w ith a 
major in System-
atic Theology. 

Philip F. Meyer is a senior i11 the . 
Master of Oivi11ity degree program: Hzs 
home church is Grosse Pointe Baptist 
Church, Grosse Pointe Woods, Ml. He 
and his wife, Josephine, have two sons. 

A growing relationship with 
Jesus Christ is at the center of 

the Christian life. 
As a church 
leader, J believe 
that ministry is all 
about helping 
p eople mature in 
their relationship 
with Jesus 
through teaching, 
p reaching, en­

couraging, and, most of a~I, by. 
growing in my relationship w ith 
Jesus. 

Gordon O este is a senior i11 the 
Master of Divinity degree program. H_is 
home church is Mc Dermot Ave. Baptist 
Church, Winnipeg, MB . His wife's 
name is Carolyn. 

When I consider the urbaniza­
tion of the world, I look for a 

more powerfu l. 
and effective wit­
ness in the urban 
church. I look for 
the church to re­
turn to the city 
and meet the ever 
growing number 
of unreached 
found on the 

streets of the cities of God and 
"snatching" them from Satan. 

Michael H. Pierce is a senior in 
the Master of Divinity degree program. 
His home clzurclz is Highland Park 
Baptist Church, Colorado Springs, CO. 
He and his wife, Melissa Ann, have one 
SOii. 

I f you melt me down, what re­
mains is a leader who desires to 

take people to a 
vantage point in 
order for them to 
see who God is, 
what God has 
done for them, 
and what God 
could do through 
them. In II Corin­
thians 5:16-21 , 

Paul reminds the Corinthians they 
have been made "new creations" in 
Christ and have now been granted 
the ministry of reconciliation. My 
passion is to be used by God, what­
ever the capacity, for the eva nge­
listic ministry of reconciliation. 

Randy Reese is a senior in tlze . 
Master of Divinity degree program. Hzs 
home c/111rc/1 is Heritage Baptist 
Ch11rc/1, Yorkton, SK. He and lzis wife, 
Susan, are members of Oak Hills . 
Baptist Cl111rcl1, Sioux Fa.lls: SD. He 1s 
tlze 11ew Director of Ad1111ss1ons for 
N.A.B. Seminary. 

M y vision for ministry is to 
empower people to use their 

spiritual gifted­
ness for the ad­
vancement of 
God's Kingdom. 
As Christians, we 
must not forsa ke 
our oneness in 
Christ. We must 
believe in and af­
firm each other as 

part of the body of Christ 0 Corin­
thians 12). . . . 

Susan Heeren Reese zs a se111or 111 
the Master of Arts in Co1111selil1g 
degree program. She and her l~uslm11rl, 
Randy are 111e111be1:s of Oak Hz/ls 
Baptist Clzurc/1, Swux Falls, SD. 

As I look forwa rd to working in 
God's Kingdom and what is 

planned for my 
future, I hope 
that I will have 
the opportunity 
to help in leading 
people closer to 
Christ, to invite 
them to walk 
along my trail, 
and to help them 

connect to the reali ty of God in their 
lives. 

John Skarphol is a senior in the 
Master of Divinity rrnd Master of Arts 
i11 Co1111seli11g degree program. His 
lzome c/zurch is Pleasant Valley Baptist 
Church, Pleasant Valley, MO. He and 
his wife, Nancy, have three clrildre11. 

B eing confident of God's calling 
on my life to youth ministry, I 

feel the need to 
break out of the 
traditional mind­
set that "the youth 
are the church of 
tomorrow." They 
are the church of 
today! Not only 
do we need to be 
committed in 

nurturing them but also committed 
in challenging then1 to take leader­
ship and ministry responsibility 
w ithin the church so that a life of 
service becomes a life-long commit­
ment. God can and does accomplish 
significant ministry through youth 
and so often we allow that potential 
to sit unchallenged and unused in 
the church. 

John M. Stolz is a senior i11 tlze 
Master of Divinity degree progrn111 . His 
lzo111e clz11rch is Century Baptist 
Clz11rclz , Bismarck, ND. He and his 
wife, Donna, have one child. 

(co11ti1111ed 0 11 11cxt pns,e) 
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I t i~ my prayer that as I counsel 
children, adults, and families, I 

will bring the 
healing power of 
Christ so that 
they can know 
the wholeness 
God intends for 
them in their ex­
perience of self 
and their rela­
tionship with 
God and others. 

Ramona Wade is a senior in the 
Master of Arts in Counseling degree 
program. Her home church is First 
United Methodist, Sioux Falls, SD. She 
and her husband, John, have two 
children. 

My approach to ministry is 
centered around meaningful 

goals for God's 
people in the local 
church: To mor­
ally and ethically 
realize the procla­
mation of the 
Kingdom of God 
in Jesus Christ 
and to realize the 
saving purpose of 

God through the proclamation of 
the good news of Christ and the 
~ontinuation of His healing, nurtur­
ing, and empowering work in the 
world. 

William R. Waggoner is a senior 
in the Master of Divinity degree 
program. He is a member of an 
American Baptist church and is from 
Longview, TX. He and his wife, Dee, 
have three sons. 

Susan Linderman is a senior in 
the Master of Divinity degree pro-

gram. Her home 
church is First 
Baptist Church, 
Aberdeen, SD. 
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~A JNg St · Y 
ltlo"iog or~.:::,,,, at1ng our 
Direction So That 

Others Can Follow 
by Allen Kjesbo 

Y
o~th ministry is often per­
cer~e.d as moving from one 

. activity to another with very 
little overall direction. It is import­
ant to state the direction of the min­
~stry in a _way that is appealing and 
illform~hve to both young p eople 
and therr parents, in order for them 
to "buy into the ministry." 

The direction stated needs to be 
broad enough to encompass all the 
a~eas ?f the ministry. Clarity of 
~rrect1on allows one to attach speci­
fic activities to the genera l purpose. 
The direction also needs to be com­
municated in an attractive and 
memorable fashion. At our church, 
our.Yc;mth ministry theme is "Cross 
Traillillg-Conditioning for Excel­
lence." The theme verses are I 
Timothy 4:7-8. 

Three "subthemes" emerge from 
the overall theme. The first "sub­
them~" is "Conditioning for Excel­
lence m our Worship." We teach 
young people how to turn their 
en~rgies upward in worship. We 
b~lieve that a face-to-face encounter 
with God will p~oduce a lifelong 
hunger to grow ill Christ. 

Worship occurs in various as­
p~cts of the total program, whether 
It IS on a campout, retrea t, or a 
weekly activ.i ty._ This worship is 
mar_ked by srngmg, sharing our 
stones with one another and , prayer . 

. !h~ second "subtheme" is "Con­
d1honmg for Excellence in our 
Wal~. " In a culture that puts em­
phasis on the external, we want to 
teach yo~ng p eople to turn their 
energies rnward to develop a spiri­
tual strength tha t can nourish them 
regardless of their circumstances. 

Activities like Bible study, disci­
pleship retreats, backpacking trips, 
or canoeing trips all work to help 
youth grow in their p ersonal walk 
with God. 

The third "subtheme" is "Condi­
tioning for Excellence in our Wit­
ness." We want young people to 
turn their energies outward into a 
world tha t needs Jesus. Mission 
trips, evangelis tic retreats a nd acti­
vities, teaching about witnessing, 
and prayer groups in schools help 
them become excellent in their 
witness. 

. Th~ theme needs to express the 
direction and distiJ1ctives of the 
youth ministry. Once the theme is 
developed, it needs to be sprinkled 
~hr~ughout the ministry by invest­
ing ill resources so that it becomes a 
trademark o! ~hat God is doing in 
the youth nurustry. Put this theme 
o~ shirts, pe~s, caps, vehicles (any­
thmg that will s tand still long 
enough to have your trademark 
imp'rinted) . 

R~member: invest energy in 
cr~atmg a theme and a logo that 
will open d oors of minis try for you 
your church, and your young ' 
people. O 

Allen Kjesbo of Sioux Falls, SD, 
formerly served as youth pastor at West 
Meadows Baptist Church, Edmonton, 
AB. He has also served as speaker for 

young teens at the 
N.A.B. Triennial 
Conference. Pre­
sently, he serves as 
youth pastor at 
First Baptist 
Church, Sioux 
Falls, SO. 

The Frequency of Worship Attendance 
by Lyle E. Schaller 

members? ff 0 ur church a ttend-
ance has dropped 

by nearly a third in the past 
two years," commented a 
member of First Church, "and 
I don't understa nd it. We've 

SOR~, BUT ~ ONL" TIM~ 
"OU C~ COUNT 
ONSEElNOMf 

If it is the first alterna­
tive, it will mean focusing 
your efforts and resources 
largely on people who do 
not now worship w ith you. 
If it is the second alterna­
tive, you will need to place 
your primary emphasis on a 
better response to the reli­
gious needs of your present 
constituency. 

been receiving more new 
members every year than we 
lose, but our attendance has 
been dropping." 

lS 1N CHURCH ON SUNDAYS f 
~ ::::== • 

"We've had jus t the oppo­
site experience," replied a 
Trinity Church member. 
"We've enjoyed a 10 percent 
increase in our worship a t­
tendance every year since our 
new minister came four years 
ago, but our membership 
total is down about 200-
probably a result of the clean­
ing of the membership rolls." 

"We've had the best of 
both worlds," boasted a 
member from Grace Church. 
"Our membership is 50 per-
cent higher tha n it was seven 
years ago, and our church at­
tenda nce a lso is up by a lmost 
exactly 50 percent. 

Fo ur Gen eralizatio ns 
These comments illustrate four 

generalizations for those interested 
in congregational self-evalua tio~. 

1) Only two possibilities exist. to 
explain either a decrease or an in­

crease in your worship attendan~e: 
a) an increase in the number of dif­
ferent people who attend a t least 
once over a period of several weeks 
or b) an increase in the frequency of 
attendance. 

2) An increase in on e can be off­
set by a d ecrease in the other. Thus 
an increase in the number of people 
Who a ttend at least once a month 
may not produce a net increase if a 
larger number of people w ho rarely 
missed worship now· a~tend_ only 
once or tw ice a month. L1kew1se, a n 
increase in the number of those who 
rarely miss Sunday worship can be 

Do you have the re­
sources to enable you to 
say, "We w ill make both au­
diences a top priority." 

Determining Priorities 
One way to d etermine 

prio rities is to conduct a 

( 
\ ~ survey of worship attend­
\ \ ance over four consecutive 

Sundays. This should be 

It's the folks who come scheduled during a period 

most 
-&.J-/?.,,. of average attendance such 
VJ lX.J L..t as from late September 

Who tnoSt iju oh. 1 through early November or 
·~r la te April through May. 

wit\ invite others.I The results should p ro-
v ide answers to 12 ques-

~ tions: 1) H ow many mem-

offset by a sharp drop in the total 
number of those who attend. 

3) A successful effort to increase 
the frequency of attenda nce among 
tod ay's members also may a ttract a 
substantial number of additional 
worshipers. An attractive worship 
experience not only tends to in­
crease the frequency of attendance 
among you r members, but it a lso 
tends to cause first-time visitors a nd 
church shoppers to return. Also, the 
member w ho attends fifty Sundays a 
year is more likely to invite others to 
come to church than is the person 
w ho comes only five to ten Sundays 
a year. . 

4) Any strategy to mcrease wor-
ship attendance sho1:1ld_ include pri­
orities. Is the top pnonty attractmg 
more people or increasing the fre­
quency of attendance among today's 

bers were present on all 
four Sundays? 2) How many on 
three Sundays? 3) On two? 4) Only 
once? 5) How many resident mem­
bers d id not a ttend at all? 6) How 
many consti tuents who are not 
members attended on all four Sun­
d ays? 7) On three? 8) On two? 9) On 
only one? 10) None? 11) What was 
the average number of visitors per 
Sunday? 12) Wha t was the average 
number of children not yet old 
enough to be members who were 
present each Sunday? 

ln addition to providing you with 
valuable data on today's attendance 
patterns, this tabulation can be a 
useful bench mark for comparisons 
when you repeat the survey three or 
four years later. 

If one-half or more of your resi-
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dent members did not attend even 
once during this four-consecutive­
Sunday period, that suggests at least 
one of the following applies to your 
congregation: 1) this is a low-com­
mitment church; 2) the membership 
roll is overdue for a careful review; 
3) you include a diverse collection of 
people and the choices you offer do 
not match that diversity; or 4) you 
have a problem! 

What Can You Do about It? 

Let's assume the results of this 
survey reveal that the frequency of 
attendance is lower than is accept­
able. What can you do about it? 
Look at the possibilities. Several of 
these may not be appropria te for 
your congregation. If so, look at the 
next one. Do not waste time feeling 
guilty. 

1) For some congregations, the 
easiest way to increase worship at­
tendance is to recognize that some 
p eople prefer to go to church early 
on Sunday morning while others 
prefer a later hour. Thus, in about 
four out of five cases, a shift from 
one worship experience on Sunday 
morning to two produces a 15-to-20 
percent increase in attendance. In 
many congregations, the building is 
too large to permit this unless it is 
renovated to make a small crowd 
feel comfortable in a big room. 

2) An alternative is to add a n­
other music group. If you now do 
not have a vocal choir, organize one. 
If you have one, add a second. If you 
regularly have two vocal choirs in 
the worship service, add an instru­
mental group. The younger you r 
people and/ or the larger the atten­
dance, the more important is music. 
If you average more than 300 add 
an in~trumental group and ~aybe 
organize an orchestra. 

3> If your congrega tion includes 
m~ny people who live alone, begin 
with breakfast. 

. 4) If your present schedule con­
sists of worship followed by Sunda 
school followed by worship, add a~ 
~du lt class at the first and /or las t 
~ur so adults can participate in an 
~ ult class, teach in the children's 

effective means of increasing the fre­
quency of worship attendance will 
be to improve the quality of the 
preaching: sermon content or d eliv­
ery or both. Television has raised 
people's exp ectations of what they 
can expect of anyone addressing 
large numbers of people. Or it may 
mean improving the content of the 
sermons. Memorable sermons that 
speak in a meaningful way to peo­
ple's religious needs can be the best 
way of increasing the frequency of 
attendance and also increasing the 
number of people who attend. How 
many of the sermons you heard last 
year stick in your memory? 

6) Overlapping this is the sermon 
series. Often the sermon series exists 
only in the head of the preacher. The 
influential sermon series causes this 
Sunday's worshipers to have one of 
two thoughts, "I wish I had been 
here last week," or "I certainly in­
tend to be here next Sunday!" 

7) For low-commitment churches 
of all sizes, the most effective means 
of increasing attendance next Sun­
day is a pastoral visit this week. This 
can be made by a lay volunteer, but 
that visit should focus on the agenda 
of the person being called on, not on 
the agenda of the ca ller. The fre­
quency of a ttendance often drops 
when people believe no one hears 
them or cares about what they think. 

8) An increasing proportion of 
those larger congregations tha t have 
two or more ministers on the s taff 
~ave found that the easiest way to 
~crease the frequency of a ttendance 
1s to have one minister preach at the 
ea rly service 42 Sundays a year and 
the other preach at the late service 
42 Sundays a year. This is most 
likely to i~crease the frequ ency of a t­
tendance 1f a) both minis ters are ex­
cellent preachers and /or attractive 
personaHties; b) they do not rotate 
week by week; c) each service in­
cludes an adult choir- but not the 
same choir for both services; and d) 
t~e two services display substantial 
d ifferences in format, choice of 
~ymns, and anthems, and each has 
its own bulletin. 

be at work on Sunday morning. This 
may be on Saturday evening or la te 
Sunday afternoon or early Sunday 
evening or Monday evening. 

10) Those with considerable pa­
tience argue the most effective way 
to increase the frequency of atten­
dance is to raise expectations. Proj­
ect the expectation that everyone is 
expected to share in the corporate 
worship of God every Sunday. This 
may have the g reatest immediate ef­
fect w ith tomorrow's new members. 
Some churches reinforce this with 
the requirement that no one can 
hold a volunteer office unless that 
p erson is a regular a ttender. 

11) Streng then the adult Sunday 
school. This course of action applies 
to churches of a ll sizes, but may 
have the most dramatic effect on a) 
congrega tions averaging less than 85 
at worship; b) congregations seeking 
to reach adults born after 1945; and 
c) churches averaging more than 700 
at worship. Among other influences 
a ttractive adult classes provide on~ 
more reason for people to get up 
and make the effort to go to church . 
The. more reasons people have for 
cornmg to church, the higher the fre­
quency of a ttendance. 

. 12) Provide adequate and conve-
111ent off-street parking. The newer 
the congregation, the la rger the a t­
tendance, and the younger the peo­
P!e, the more important is conve­
nient off-street parking. Likewise, it 
ten?s to be more important west of 
Oh10 ~han in New England and 
more important to the Southwest 
than in the Southeast. While this 
d oes not represent a n exhaustive list 
of approaches to increasing the fre­
qu~ncy of worship a ttendance, 
which possibilities fit your situa­
tion? 

Begin by conducting that survey 
of worship a ttendance covering four 
~onsecutive Sundays mentioned ear­
lier. That w ill give you a factua l base 
'.or defining priorities and forrnulat­
mg an action p lan . It also will pro­
vide you with the baseline you need 
to evalua te w hat has happened a 
year or two or three from now. 0 

hu_nday school, and also attend wor­s Ip. 

5) For many churches, the most 
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9) An increasing number of 
churches are increasing the fre­
quency ?f attendance by scheduling 
~ worship experience for that grow­
mg number of people who have to 
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•KA THERINE (KA TY) BINDER 
(88), Vancouver, BC; born Dec. 20, 
1903, to Mr. and Mrs. Henry Sauer­
wein in Hungary; died July 20, 1992; 
married Henry Binder, Jan. 5, 1926, 
who predeceased her in 1981; immi­
grated to Defoe, SK, in 1927 and to 
Swan River, MB, in 1932, w here she 
became a significant part in establish­
ing Temple Baptist Church, Swan 
River, MB; survived by three sons: 
Henry (Beulah) of New Westminster, 
BC; John (Barbara) of Westchester, IL, 
and David of Langley, BC; seven 
grandchildren; and nine great-grand­
children; one sister, Regina Rueck of 
Edmonton, AB; one sister-in-law, 
Regina (Henry) Sauerwein; the Rev. 
Harold Weiss and Dr. John Binder, 
pastors, funeral service. 

•REV. OTTO A. ERTIS (81), Vancou­
ver, BC; born Nov. 20, 1911, in St. Pe­
tersburg, Russia; died Nov. 22, 1992; 
married Nadia Ivanov in 1937, who 
predeceased him in 1945; marri~d 
Anna Prokopiouk in 1946; ~tud1e~ 
and completed his theological tram­
ing in Bible school in Wiedinest, Ger­
many; from 1947 until he immigrated 
to Canada in 1951, he served the 
Slavic Baptis t Mission as Secretary of 
Missions. In Canad a, he served the fol­
lowing N.A.B. Conference churches: 
interim pastor, Emmanuel Baptist, 
Morris, MB, 1951-52; pastor, Bethany 
Baptist, Leth bridge, AB, 1952-61; To­
ronto German Baptis t (Humbervale 
Park Baptist), ON, 1961-68; Zion Bap­
tist, Edmonton, AB, 1968-73; Salem 
Baptist (Eastwood Baptist), Ki tchener, 
ON, 1973-77; and Russian Baptist, To­
ronto, ON, 1977-80, which he served 
in retirement; predeceased by his sec­
ond wife, Anna, in 1981; survived by 
one son, Bernd; three daughters: In­
grid (Werner) Schulz; Veronica (]?sh) 
Kojima; and Maria; four grandchil­
d ren; one brother, Waldemar (Myrtle); 
two sisters: Tamara Salzberg and 
Irene Henne. 

•PAULINE ESU NGER (95), James­
town, ND; born March 10, 1897, to 
Henry and Dorathea (N ittle) Burekley 
in Odessa, South Russia; died Nov. 2, 
1992; married Christian Eslinger, Jan. 
16, 1916; member, Temple Baptist 
Church, Jamestown, ND; volunteer, 
Salvation Army; predeceased by her 
husband, Chris tian; survived by five 
daughters: Alice (Solomon) Herrmann 
and Grace Schmitt, Jamestown, ND; 
Viola (Wi lbert) Konrad, Kulm, ND; 
Lu (Bob) Molinari, Mountain City, 
NV; Delores Simms, Fountain City, 
WI; three sons: LeMar, Idaho Falls, 
ID; James, Lincoln, NE; Delino, 
Omaha, NE; 23 grandchildren; two 

sisters: Emily Wingfield and Elsie 
Wieland; the Rev. Randy Jaspers, 
pastor, funeral service. 

•EDWIN E. FI EDLER (78), Mercer, 
N D; born to Andrew and Justina Fied­
ler, Butte, ND; died Sept. 3, 1992; mar­
ried Mary Rust; active member, dea­
con, trustee, Sunday school superin­
tendent, Mercer Baptist Church; sur­
vived by his wife, Mary; one son, 
Byron (Margie), Mercer; two daugh­
ters: Donna (Arvid) Wagner, Mercer; 
Mona (Harold) Schmeets, Harvey, 
ND; nine grandchildren; four broth­
ers: Dan, Minhardt, Herbert, and 
Arnold; one sister, Ida Rust. 

•ANDREW J. FRIEZ (88), Elgin and 
New Leipzig, ND; born Sept. 15, 1904, 
to Joseph and Philipina (Seit:z) F~iez 
in Friedricksfelt, South Russia; died 
October 1992; immigrated, with his 
parents during the Russian-Japanese 
War, to Bison, SD, later moved to 
Grant County, ND; married Emma 
Bader, Nov. 17, 1929; active member, 
deacon, trustee, building com~1ittee 
chair, New Leipzig (NO) Baptist 
Church; survived by his wife, Emma; 
one son, the Rev. Arnold M. Friez; two 
grandchildren; three brothers: Rein­
hold, Joe, and Theophil; one sister, 
Bertha (Ted) Hochhalter; the Rev. 
Harvey Matis, pastor, funeral service. 

•JAMES HUFFMAN (39), James­
town, ND; born May 29, 1953, to 
James Sr. and Nancy (Sn:~th)_ Hu ff­
man in Honolulu, Hawau; d1~d Sept. 
3, 1992; married Cindy Mc Barn,_ Feb. 
14, 1976; member, Temple Baptist 
Church, Jamestown; served in the 
U.S. Army and at North Dakota State 
Hospital; predeceased by his mother 
and a brother; survived by his wife, 
Cindy; three sons: Jason, Jos~ua, and 
Jeremy; one daughter, Joy; 111s fa ther; 
one brother, Jon; and one sister, Victo­
ria Huffman; his paternal grand­
mother, Mrs. R. Huffman; the Rev. 
Randy Jaspers, pastor, funeral service. 

• REV. VERNON R. LINK (74), Elgin, 
IL; born June 6, 1918, to Richard and 
Ida Link in Camrose, AB; died Dec. 8, 
1992; married Marguerite Sohn; at­
tended North American Baptist Col­
lege, Edmonton; graduate, Drake Uni­
versity; served five years in the Cana­
dian Armed Forces; 1949 graduate, 
North American Baptist Seminary, 
Rochester, NY; pastor, N.A.B. 
churches: First Baptist, Fessenden, 
ND, 1949-55, and Grace Baptist, Shef­
field, IA, 1955-59; ABC churches: First 
Baptist, Independence, IA, 1960-66, 
and Immanuel Baptist, Elgin, IL, 1966-
84; member, Immanuel Baptist 
Church; member, Ministers Council 

of Baptist Ministers of Metropolitan 
Chicago; predeceased by his parents, 
one sister, Elma Risto, and one bro­
ther, William; survived by his w ife, 
Marguerite; one daughter, Pamela, 
Elgin; one son, Richard, Glen Ellyn; 
two brothers: Herbert (Melita) and 
the Rev. Edward (Violet); one sister, 
Frances (William) Faust; the Rever­
ends George Rosales, Willis Reed, ~nd 
Edward Link, pastors, funeral service. 

•REINHOLT LAMPRECHT (95), 
Camrose, AB; born April 15, 1897, in 
the south of the former Soviet Union; 
died June 25, 1992; married Lydia, 
Oct. 23, 1918; immigrated to Camrose, 
AB, in 1928; active member, leader, 
music, and teacher, Century Meadows 
Baptist Church, Camrose, AB; prede­
ceased by his wife, Lydia, in 1984; one 
infant son; son-in-law, Robert; and 
grandson, Edward; survived by two 
sons: Alphonz (Irene), Margaretville, 
NY; Enos (Ruby), Camrose, AB; three 
daughters: Lily Seutter, Millet, AB; 
Irma Tabea (Marvin) Traylor, St. Paul, 
MN; Shirley (Donald) Diks, Camro~e; 
11 grandchildren; 12 great-grandcl11l­
dren. 

• BENJAMIN LAUTT (76), Hillsboro, 
KS; born June 1, 1916, to Au~st and 
Katherine (Rodacker) Lautt m Har­
vey, ND; died Nov. 28, 1992; married 
Ellen Witt, Sept. 20, 1942'. graduat_e, 
St. Paul Bible College, Mmneapohs, 
MN, in 1954; pastored First Baptist, 
Mercer, ND, from 1954-58; First Bap­
tist, Appleton, MN, from 1958-62; An­
amoose (ND) Baptist from 1975-76; 
served as interim pastor in Lindsborg 
and Lincolnville, KS; administrated 
Rescue Missions in Sioux Falls, SD, 
and Yuma AZ; served as assistant su­
perintend~nt in the Fargo,~' mis­
sion; pas tored seven years ':° Lehr . 
Ebenezer Baptist, ND; survived by his 
wife, Ellen; five sons: Gary, Paul, 
Mark, Jonathan, and Aaron; two 
daughters: Grace and Jennifer; ~ight 
grandchildren; the Reverends Tun 
Sullivan and Ernest Lautt, pastors, 
funeral service. 

•BENNIE (BEN) WOYKE (78), Min­
neapolis, MN; bor~ April 1, 1914, to 
Friedrich and Mana Woyke, near 
Bingham Lake, MN; died Nov. 28, 
1992; married Gertrude Rust, June 29, 
1940; faithful member, Faith Baptist 
Church, Minneapolis, MN; survived 
by his wife, Gertrude; one son, Doug­
las (Sharon), missionary to Japan; one 
daughter, Marilyn (Wally) Bernadskv, 
five grandchildren; the Rev. Harvey -
Mehlhaff and Dr. Frank Veninga, · 
pastors, fu neral service. 
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Women Reaching Women in Japan 

by Lucille Wipf 
missionary in Japan 

Setsuko Yuzawa, a member of 
our Tsu church, accompanied 

me to the Baptist World Alliance 
Women's Conference in Toronto, 
Ontario, in June 1980. Prior to the 
Conference, we visited churches on 
the West Coast, in Montana, and 
North and South Dakota w here 
Mrs. Yuzawa spoke about her out­
reach to women in her community. 

At that time, there were seven or 
eight women in their housing com­
plex who had become Christians 
through the ministry of the Yuza­
was. These women were praying 
for the salvation of their husbands, 
children, and the children's grand­
parents. Now, twelve years later, 
four husbands, three grandparents, 
and several children have become 
Christians, and there are two seek­
ers- people seriously studying the 
Bible. One of the daughters who be­
came a Christian as a child is now 
a tte~ding seminary in Tokyo and 
look~ng forward to a ministry in 
music upon her graduation in 
spring 1993. 

In 1990, Mrs. Yuzawa and Mrs. 
Sakamoto, another member of the 
Tsu church, completed the two-year 
Women's Ministry course at the 
T~kai Seminary in Nagoya. Every 
Fnday these women traveled the 
one- and one-half hour trip by car. 
They now serve in the Women's 
Ministry Department of our Tsu 
church. 

Int.he beginning of their outreach 
to their community, the Yuzawas 
opened their home and Pastor 
~isashi Murakami

1

led the monthly 
Bible study for non-Christians. Now 
Mr. Y~zawa leads this Bible study. 
He resigned from his job about two 
years ago to attend the seminary in 
Nagoya to prepare for fu ll-time min­
istry in his church. Mrs. Yuzawa 
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Mrs. Sumiko Sakamoto(/.) and Mrs. 
Setsuko Yuzawa standing in the foyer 
of the Tsu church under a wren th made 
by Mrs. Sakamoto. 

leads a Bible study for non-Chris­
tians in the home of a nother Chris­
tian . Mrs. Sakamoto leads two Bible 
studies for non-Christians in the 
homes of Chris tians . 

Besides these Bible stud ies, both 
women are active in the women's 
group of their church, w hich num­
bers about one hundred women. 
These women are divided into two 
groups according to the areas in 
which they live. Each group meets 
once a month a t the chu rch although 
not every woman is able to attend, 
because of work or other conflicts . 
Every group of fifty is broken down 

into cell group s of four or five mem­
bers who meet regularly to share 
and pray. In the future, they hope 
to break the large group into three 
or four groups instead of the pres­
ent two groups. 

Every Thursday at the church, 
they have a Bible study that was 
originally for women but is now 
open to anyone. This Bible s tudy is 
a good place to w hich the Christian 
women can bring their non-Chris­
tian friends. 

Bethany House for older people 
is being built by the Tsu church 
near its present facilities. When it is 
completed, the women of the 
church want to help as volunteers 
wherever p ossible. Some of the staff 
wil l be from the women's group. 
One of the members who is in her 
forties, recently g raduated from the 
Dietician Course and will work in 
Bethany House. 

The day I interviewed Mrs. 
Yuzawa at the church for this arti­
cle, the women in our Tsu Toyoga­
oka Christian Church were packing 
cookies they had baked to give as 
gifts to the Sunday school child ren 
for Christmas. 

Yes, the women in our Tsu 
church are reaching out to their fam­
ilies and communities in various 
ways. Mrs. Yuzawa and Mrs. Saka­
moto are good examples of these 
women. 0 

Some of the Tsu 
church Indies 
packing cookies for 
the Sunday School 
children . 

Culture and 
Ministry for 
the Japanese 
Woman 
by Sharon Woyke 
missionary, Japan 

M any of the women are em­
p loyed outside the home and 

just do not have the time to go to 
m eetings. Many do not drive and so 
do not want to go out in the eve­
ning. 

Women are involved in many of 
the same kind of occupations as 
women in the U.S. and Canada. 
They may own and operate their 
own b eauty shops, teach privat~ 
piano lessons, work for companies 
-that sort of thing. 

Culturally, the Japanese w ife an.d 
mother is a true "servant." If there is 
anything that must be do~e f~r ~er 
husband or children, she rs willing 
to put her plans aside. Thus, their, 
attendance at church and women s 
meetings may be very irregular. 
Occasionally, there will be a hus­
band w ho forbids his wife to come 
to study the Bible, but these cases 
are becoming more rare. . 

One woman in my Enghsh class 
said tha t wha t we have studied 
abou t Jesus sounds right, but she 
couldn't become a Christian because 
her husband is the oldest son of the 
fam ily. Because of this, it w ill be her 
responsibility to carry on the Bud­
dhist worship of the ancestors. She 
knows sh e cannot do this and be a 
Christian, too. 

The role women fi ll in the 
churches depends on the size and 
makeup of the church. They are 
most often involved in the Sunday 
school. They also provide many ser­
vices su ch as arranging the fl?~ers 
for the worship service, providing 
a nd serving snacks and m~als, offer­
ing the prayer for the offermg, etc. t­
In churches w ith only a few men a 
tend ing, they may take t~eir turn at 
lead ing the worship service. 

We reach out and minister to 
women through English and Bible 
study classes, and informal fellow­
ship times where women share 
whatever is on their hearts or minds 
-questions, problems, whatever. In 
some cities, the Christian churches 
get together to sponsor a city-wide 
Ladies Luncheon featuring a guest 

Are You a 
World 
Christian? 

by Linda Weber 
women's ministries d irector 

We are connected to our sisters 
in Christ around the world! 

Through the blood of Jesus Christ, 
we share the gift of salvation that 
comes through faith . We are all 
daughters of the Heavenly Father 
and sisters in Christ. 

The women of North American 
Baptist Conference churches have 
long been role models~ giving.to 
and supporting international rrus­
sions. We have a rich and wonder­
ful heritage in encouraging and as­
sisting our missionari~s. Prayi.ng for 
missions is equated w ith praying 
for missionaries. We must make 
every effort to ensure that this con­
tinues and grows, for without more 
of these prayers and words of en­
couragement, the battle is too great. 
How do we broaden our involve­
ment to include the women to 
whom our missionaries are minister­
ing? How do we develop a caring 
heart and attitude for what is hap­
pening to our sisters w !'a. live i.n the 
countries where our nuss10nanes 
live and serve? Sometimes, the sim­
plest p lace to beg~n is to develop a 
Christian world view. Answer these 
basic questions with a simple "Yes" 
or "No" to test your world vision : 

J actively seek to befriend people 
-- of other races and I or social back­

grounds. 

M,tl 1; 1tii;i'l'.liii;8 '·1M:,I 9; w 
speaker and special music. This is 
the first "formal" Christian meeting 
many English students attend. It is a 
very nonthreatening experience for 
them. Going to church is more diffi­
cult as many still think that religion 
is for old people and people with 
problems. 0 

__ I have studied another language. 
__ I keep up with world news 

through radio or TV. 
__ I have a world map in my house or 

office. 
__ I recycle aluminum cans, news­

papers, and other items. 
__ I pray regularly for people around 

the world- missionaries, world 
leaders, suffering people, and the 
lost. 

__ I give a minimum of 10 percent of 
my income to advance the King­
dom cause. 

__ I have a working knowledge of the 
beliefs and practices of Islam, New 
Age, Jehovah's Witness, and other 
world religions or current sects. 

_ _ I believe Jesus died for all people 
of the world, regardless of race or 
position in life. 

__ I actively seek ways to personally 
go to people who are outside "the 
loop" of my church membership, 
neighborhood, or "class," but who 
are in need in either my own city 
or around the world. 

As we expand our world view, 
we w ill notice specific needs and 
look for ways to meet these needs. 
We w ill be moved to pray more spe­
cifically for our sisters in various sit­
uations. We will become more 
aware of our responsibilities be­
yond our own front doors. We will 
become w illing to be involved. O 
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Praise God for people 
receiving Christ as Savior 
and for His growing 
church 

• EUREKA, SD. Pastor 
Perry Schnabel baptized a 
youth and welcomed him 
as a member of First Bap­
tist Church.-Irene Kus/er 

• COLUMBUS, NE. The 
Rev. Richard Lute wel­
comed three new mem­
bers by letter into the fel­
lowship of Shell Creek 
Baptist Church. Two of 
them being the Rev. Wil­
liam and Ruth Effa, Bison, 
KS.-Ruth Ann Behlen 

• PARMA, OH. Pastor 
Darrell McKay baptized a 
family of eight and wel­
comed them along with 
three other people into the 
fellowship of Redeemer 
Baptist Church. 

• BENTON HARBOR, 
MI. Eleven people, four by 
baptism, four by letter of 
transfer, and three by testi­
mony of fa ith were wel­
comed into the fellowship 
of Napier Parkview Bap­
tist Church by Pastor John 
Kaufield .- Mildred Enders 

• WINNIPEG, MB. Four 
people were baptized, and 
one person was welcomed 
by testimony into the fel­
lowship of Mission Baptist 
Church. "Seven people 
were baptized during 
1992, for this we thank 
God," says Anne Poh l. 

• LINTON, ND. First 
Baptist Church welcomed 
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seven new members into 
its congregation, four by 
baptism including a cou­
ple in their eighties and an 
eight-year-old. "What a d e­
light to see how God 
works in the hearts of 
young and old alike," re­
ports the Rev. Alan Steier. 

• SURREY, BC. In the 
nine month interim minis­
try of the Rev. Alan 
Strohschein at Sunshine 
Ridge Baptist Church, 28 
persons were received 
into the Church's member­
ship.-Viola Pahl 

• PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
Fleischmann Memorial 
Baptist Church joined 
with Second Spanish Bap­
tist Church, Sanctuary 
Ministries, and several of 
the African-American 
"Philad elphia Project" 
churches for two baptism 
services in 1992. The Rev. 
James Corren ti is pastor at 
Fleischmann Memorial. 

Surrey church 
presents drama as 
outreach ministry 

• SURREY, BC. In an ef­
fort to reach out to its 
neighborhood, Sunshine 
Ridge Baptist Church pre­
sented a drama/musical 
three successive nights. 
More than 800 p eople 
attend ed, many from the 
community. 

Colin Murdock, who 
wrote the drama, included 
the Spanish-speaking 
members, using their na-

tive tongue, in the scrip t. 
- Viola Pahl 

Napier Parkview 
members minister at 
nursing homes 

• BENTON H ARBOR, 
Ml. Five groups of mem­
bers of the Napier 
Parkview Baptist Church, 
each led by one or two 

deacons, visited commu­
nity nursing homes. They 
sang with the patients, had 
special musical numbers, 
and gave gospel messages. 

"It was a delightful, 
blessed evening for the pa­
tients a nd for those w ho 
participated," reports Mil­
dred End ers. The Rev. 
John Kaufield is the pastor. 

;. COMPELLED TO SERVE ··~.· ,:i'' : ,, 
Eureka woman ministers 
to shut-ins weekly 

• EUREKA, SD. Rose 
Lindeman, a member of 
Firs t Baptist Church, tapes 
the weekly church ser­
vices and takes the tapes 
to members who are shut­
in and residents at health 
care centers to keep them 
in touch w ith their church. 

"These people look for­
ward to her visits a nd the 
tapes," reports Irene 
Kusler. The Rev. Perry 
Schnabel is pastor. 

Temple church youth 
put love into action 

• JAMESTOWN, ND. 
The firs t through third 
g rade Sunday school class 
a t Temple Baptis t Church 
began doing chores in 
mid-October to earn 

Rose Lindeman 

money to fund the project 
of buying gifts for two 
needy children listed on 
the "Angel Tree" in the 
local mall. 

The children d eter­
mined to have contact 
with each person in the 

The Jamestown children became more aware of people in need. 

Church. The boys and 
girls raked leaves, fold ed 
towels, watered house 
plants, ran errands, visited 
the elderly, and rang the 
Salvation Army kettle 
bells. They surpassed their 
goal of $80 by earning 
$96.77. 

This was ti1e third year 
the class had done the 
project. They raised more 
money this time, thus they 
were able to buy gifts for 
two children . 

The children got the 
idea after reading about a 
boy in Philadelphia who 
saw homeless children on 
TV a nd got his family 
members to bring blankets 
to them and eventually 
was the spark for a new 
homeless shelter. 

"It's teaching them re­
sponsibility and m aking 
them more aware of peo­
p le in need," says Mrs. 
Doris Giedt, the children's 
Sunday school teacher. 
The Rev. Randy Jaspers is 
the pastor.- Leona Meisch 

Lodi church offers 
class for s ingle parents 

• LODI, CA. Temple Bap­
tist Church is offering a 
13-week class on Single 
Parenting during Sunday 
school. This s tudy ad­
d resses many of the diffi­
cult issu es faced by those 
w ho are raising children 
alone. 

Pastor Matt Newby 
lead s this class w hich 
utilizes a curriculum re­
source produced by Gary 
Richmond, the single adult 
pastor at C harles Swin­
doll's church. The Rev. Le­
land Hamby is the pastor. 

Temple church youth 
serve in Mexico 

• LODI, CA. The youth 
and their sponsors from 

Temple Baptis t Church 
participated in a missions 
trip to Mexico where they 
built retaining walls, 
moved sand for cement, 
painted, and made an 
overhang for a wash area. 
They also conducted 
VBS in a poor area of 
Ensenada. Out of the 68 
children at the Bible 
school, eight of them 
accepted Christ as their 
Savior. The Rev. Brian 
Siken is the youth pastor. 

Lansing church helps 
underprivileged 

• LANSING, Ml. For the 
second year in a row, the 
people of Colonial Village 
Baptist Church helped 
make Christmas special to 
underprivileged children 
at Youth Haven Ranch, 
Rives Junction. 

Gifts, brought in during 
"Christmas in July," and 
again in November, were 
taken to the camp. In De­
cember, the Church teens 
and their leaders led a 
Christmas party at the 
ca mp for the campers. Ac­
tivities included games, 
lunch, caroling, music, a 
skit about the real mean­
ing of Christmas, a nd the 
g iving of a la rge bag of 
g ifts to each of the 43 
ca mpers . 

"For the 14 teens and 
their leaders, this was a 
g reat beginning to the holi­
day season," says Randy 
Morgan, associate pastor. 
The Rev. Dona ld Kirkland 
is the pastor. 

Former missionary 
visits Tacoma church 

• TACOMA, WA. Flor­
ence Miller, former mis­
sionary to Japan, recently 
worshiped at Calva ry Bap­
tis t Church. She was on 
her way to Japan for a two-
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month visit w ith the 
missionaries. "We always 
enjoy keeping abreast of 
what our missionaries are 
doing," says Earl Shadle. 
The Rev. Don Burnett is 
the pastor. 

Fleischmann church 
plans for 
community outreach 

• PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
Fleischmann Memorial 
Baptist Church is rethink­
ing their community out­
reach for 1993. There are a 
grow ing number of out­
side teams committed to 
ministry, and the Church 
wants to target sp ecific 
neighborhood blocks w ho 
are read y to partner w ith 
the Church. 

The men's group plans 
to survey all the families 

of day campers in hopes 
to get a sense of three or 
four blocks that see 
Fleischmann as a church 
w illing to help them with 
their "dream." It may be a 
day camp on their block, 
an evening VBS, house­
painting, trash removal, 
or block party. The big 
difference would be the 
plan would have to 
emanate from the block, 
and the block would have 
to provide its own leader­
ship in order for the 
Church to come in w ith 
them. 

"We believe this could 
be a more effective way to 
link the adults of that 
block and the Church," 
says Jim Correnti, pastor 
of Fleischmann Memorial. 

··:-.....- i 
CHALLENGED TO ~GROW ' 

·~~' .. ,·. ' 

MORRIS CHURCH BURNS MORTGAGE. MORRIS, 
MB. Emmanuel Baptist Church held a mortgage burning 
ceremony to celebrate that their Fellowship Hall and 
classroom facility is debt free. The event followed the 
church's family supper in November. Participan ts in the 
ceremony were (I to r) Gary Friesen, Erhard Keck, Sieg 
Neumann, Pasto r Del Bertsch, a nd Les Edel. The new 
facility enables the Church to minister through clubs and 
groups to 150 youth, of whom 80 percent attend no 
church.- Cy11thia Bergstresser 
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Lodi junior highs 
have exciting program 

• LODI, CA. In the Junior 
High program at Temple 
Baptist Church, the youth 
are memorizing verses and 
having devotions on a 
daily basis. 

"A great group of kids 
comes on Wednesday 
nights; many a re new to 
the Church," says Brian 
Siken, y~mth pastor. "They 
en gage m games, Bible les­
sons, devotions, and Bible 
memory. Sunday morn­
ings are a time for wor­
ship, praise, and small 
group Bible study. The 
program is going well be­
cause of prayer, God's 
blessing, and the hard 
work of the volunteer staff. 

Ebenezer church 
recognizes new m embers 
with appreciation dinner 

• EBENEZER, SK. 
Twenty-eight new families 
and new members re­
ceived appreciation certifi­
cates following an appreci­
ation supper served a t the 

Church. The them e o f the 
evenin g was "God's Gift 
for the 90s." Pastor Wayne 
Jorstad gave the m essage. 

A retreat was held a t 
Ebenezer Baptist Church 
for child ren in grades 5-8. 
Ryan Baldwin served as 
director, and Allan Dobko, 
a record ing a rtist, supplied 
the music. 

Missionary Trudy 
Schatz, Cameroon, served 
as guest speaker at a recent 
church worship service. 
-Martha Dreger 

Pathfinders get 
to know each other 

• WINNIPEG, MB. "Path­
finders," a group of young 
couples with children a t 
Rowandale Baptist 
Church, met informally 
fo r the purpose of getting 
to know each other a little 
better. About 40 adults and 
children enjoyed musical 
ta lent, a story, game quiz, 
singing, and refreshments. 
The Rev. Gordon Freiter is 
senior pastor.-H. Knh /er 

I COMMl1TTED TO GIVE 

Thank You! 

• PORTO ALEGRE, RS, 
BRAZIL. Did your 
women's group, church, 
or association contribute 
money for the purchase of 
sound equipment for the 
Baptist women's work in 
Rio Grande do Sul? If so, 
we want you to know how 
very much it is appreci­
ated. 

In October, Missionaries 
Jeri Bayer and Beth Raben-
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horst pa rticipated , a long 
with 160 wom en, at a con­
gress, held a t the Baptist 
camp. "It was such a bless­
ing to be able to speak and 
sing with the use of two 
microphones a nd a mega­
phone," says Beth. The 
Baptist wom en of Rio 
Grande do Sul join us in 
~aying, Thank you for giv­
ing to the Lord, I am so 
glad you gave."' 

Children sponsor 
Mitten Tree project 

• LINTON, N D. The chil­
dren's Ad venture Club at 
First Baptist Church spon­
sored a. Mitten Tree proj­
ect durmg the Christmas 
season. 

People from the com­
munity and the area 
churches d ona ted new or 

Meridian Woods WMF 
sponsor Harvest 
Celebration 

• IN DIANAPOLIS, IN. 
The annual Harvest Cele­
bration a t Meridian Wood s 
Baptist Church was spon­
sored by the WMF. 

Lansing church 
celebrates 70 years of 
God's faithfulness 

• LANSING, MI. Colonial 
Village Baptist Church cel­
ebrated 70 years of minis­
try a t its annual d inner in 
December 1992. Pictures of 
the original congrega tion, 
the Firs t German American 
Baptist Church, from 1922 
w ere shown, as well as a 
pictorial his tory of the 
church 's growth and 
progress as God has 
blessed over the years. 

"A number of members 
co~ld remember coming as 
children to Lansing from 
North Dakota and can still 
converse in German," says 
Randy Morgan, associate 
pastor. Songs sung in En­
glish and German, church 
his tory shared by mem­
bers, and a dinner featur­
ing German cuisine were 
part of the celebra tion . 

nearly new caps, ha ts, mit­
tens, and g loves to place on 
the Mitten Tree set up in 
the local bank. 

These items were wrap­
ped by the Adventure Club 
children and distributed to 
loca ~ needy _fa milies through 
Social ServICes or the Minis­
terial Associa tion. The Rev. 
Alan Steier is the pastor. 

Included in the celebration 
was a dinner, musical selec­
tions, and special s peaker, 
the Rev. Julie Cowie, for­
mer N.A.B. Conference 
missionary, now pastor of 
Acton Baptist Church in In­
d iana .-Sandm Gilkerson 

The Rev. Donald Kirkland 
is the pas tor. 

• Mrs. Ida Lohse of Bap­
tis t Manor, Portland, OR, 
w ill celebra te her 100th 
birthday on April 10, 1993. 

She and her late hus­
band , O tto, served N .A.B. 
Conference churches in 
Martin, ND; Selfridge, 
ND; and Mcintosh, SD. 

Cards can be sent to her 
a t Baptist Manor, 900 NE 
81 st Ave., Portland, OR 
97213. 

• Mr. and Mrs. Reinhold 
Bohn, Ebenezer (SK) Bap­
tist Church, celebrated 
their SOth wedd ing anni­
versary with family on 
July 11, 1992. 

• Mr. and Mrs. Alvin 
Bohn, Ebenezer (SK) Bap­
tist Church, celebra ted 
their 50th wedding anni­
versary on Oct. 25, 1992. 

----------------------------~~914~;191aci1:t,~ 

Strong Families 
Express 
Appreciation 
by David Jackson 

Fredrick II, head of the Roman Empire in the 13th 
Century, wondered w ha t language babies would 

speak if no o ne ever spoke to them. He ordered the 
nur~es for a group of children not to say a word to the 
babies. Wash them , feed them, care for their needs, but 
don't say a word to them or communicate in any other 
way. Let's see w ha t w ill happen, he thought. But he 
never discovered the result of his experiment . . . 
because a ll those babies died. 

. We want to be talked to, to have our existence recog­
nized . Strong families do more than have feelings of 
appreciation for one another; they talk their apprecia­
tion. Dr. Gary Collins of Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School says tha t "appreciation, when expressed , be­
com es encouragem ent." Even when a fa mily member 
must b e corrected, the most effective method is to in­
clude affirmation for wha t the person is doing right. 
!he principle of "catch them being good and tell them" 
is extrem:ly important in the family. We can improve 
our score m a ppreciating our family members. 

• Say thank you. Good manners are effective ways 
to honor one another. 

• Lea".e s urprise notes of appreciation. "Thank you 
for cleaning your room." "Thanks for fixing tonight's 
m eal." 

• Ask: What are the two best qualities each family 
member has? H ave you told them? Tell them again. 

• Each day, tell your family members that it is 
good to see them. 

•. :ry to see negative personality traits as simply 
po~1hve ones carried too far. It will change your 
a thtude toward the person. For instance: Talks too 
much vs Like to share; Nit-picking vs A ttentive to de­
t~ils; Domineering vs Leadership qualities. The front 
!me for.Chris tian training is the family. 

• Hug everyone every day, and tell him or her, "I 
love you." When fa111ilies learn to express appreciation, 
they are adding strength to the family s tructure. In this 
secular world, building strong, affirming families is a 
~ough task, but not an insurmountable one. The family 
~s God's daily celebration of learning, living, and grow­
mg-together. D 

David C. Cook Publishing Co., 
850 N. Grove, Elgin, IL 60120 

"I want to do the very best job in 
my gift planning, but I'm not 

willing to finalize a major gift now 
.. . circumstances may change." 

We'll Help ... 
Not All 

Charitable Giving 
Is Final 

I t is important that we give generously, on a 
sys tematic basis, for the support of those we 

believe are doing God's work here on earth. 
But there are also ways you can give, reserving 

the right to have the asset returned 
in case of future financial need. 
These are called revocable gifts. 

They are designed to give flexibility to your gift 
planning, while maximizing the potential 
future value of your gift by avoidance of 

probate and estate taxes. 
The many types and benefits of revocable aifts 
are fully explained in a special plannina re

0

p ort, 
"H T 

0 

ow o Give a Gift You Can Take Back " 
which we would like to send to you. ' 

~ ----------- ---- - ------------------------ ----- ----------- --
' 
j D YES, I want to know m?re ab out revocable gifts. j 
: Please send me the special planning report, 
: "How To Give a G ift You Can Take Back ." 

: Name : Addre·;.ss::-------------------~ 

: City -~---,---,------ State/ Prov. Code 
: Phone: Daytime ( Evening ( ) ---
: Birthdate Spouse's birthdate -----
' : Mail to Dr. Constantino Salios, North American Baptist Conference : 
: 1 So. 210 S11111111it Ave., Oakbrook Terrace, IL 6018I-3994 ; 
: Phone: (708) 495-2000; Fax: (708) 495-3301 

L- ------ --- --·· ---- ---------- -·---- ----- -- -- ---- ---- -------1 

MARC H FN?i 27 



The 
Healing 
Art of 
Listening 

by Mary Vaughn Armstrong 

My patient pointed a t the 
f f I 'm so interested in a ll this !" 

newspaper. ~§~§ 
"What were you reading?" ~-

I asked, hoping we 
might talk about it. 

For a moment her 
eyes held mine, and I 

glimpsed fear' s shadow ~llllllr'llP 
far w ithin them. Then her aware- -:::: m 
ness w ithered, replaced by a vacant ·e. r. haps listening is the 

others, P . h 
stare. most valua ble of a ll. As w it . m~d 

"Well," she began valiantly, 'Tm . t that m orning, w ha t 1s sa1 
not sure . .. but it's .. . it's .. . "She pa tien' t matter But how it is 

doesn < • 
waved an uncerta in hand in the a ir . ed 

1
· s priceless. 

rece1v . , 
1 and looked down, defeated. U . two ears 1sn t enoug 1. 

My heart ached as I knelt beside slm~lence a soft touch, a nod of 
Gent e s1 / 

her, feigning recognition and h d warm eye contact, and 
shared awareness of the headline the ]eta 'a re a ll a part of rea l lis ten-

la ug 1 er story. Alzheimer's disease had 

robbed her of memory and under- ingHave you learned the healing art 
standing, but she sti ll longed to of hearing beyond the spoken 
exchange ideas. d? Take note of your conver-

wor · < f h That morning I lis tened to her on . today W ho does most o t e 
sa tions . . 7 0 two levels: pretending to discuss a n lk ' 7 The Jistenmg. 
ta mg . unidentified story, while asking 

God to reveal what my patient "Quiet Moments for Parents and 
From · " b M V I really wanted. I d iscovered that Other Ca regivers Y ary aug 1n 

most of all, she needed simple A s trong (LifeJo urney Books). 
reassurance. Of all the tools R;;inted by p~rm ission of David 
available to those who ca re for C Cook Publishing Co. 
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Name That 
Church! 

O ur N.A.B. Conference Heritage 
Commission has many unidenti­

fied photos. If you can identify a 
photo, p lease send us another picture, 
presen t address, and his torical. da~a. 
Refer to the cod e number of this pic­
ture. Send your answers to N.A.B. Her­
itage Co111111 issio11, 1605 S. Euclid Ave., 
Sioux Falls, SD 57105. We would love 
to hear from you. 

Thanks to those who named the 
churches in the Novem ber 1992 issue: 
•Mary Blackburn Yohe identified 
photo #20 as Firs t Baptist Church, 
Elmo, KS. •Harold and Loeta Fritzke 
identified photo #21 as First Baptist 
Church, Golden Prairie, SK. In the De­
cember 1992 issue: •Rod and Ruth 
Rosentreter identified photo #24 as Im­
manuel Baptist Church, Portland, OR. 

N.A.B. Seminary Wins 
National Grant for Seminary 
Faculty Development 

North American Baptist Seminary 
has been awarded a facul ty-develop­
ment grant by Lilly Endowment Inc. 

With the $10,000 award, North 
American Baptis t Seminary will pub­
lis h a theological journal, which will 
be distributed throughout the Umted 
States and Canada. Articles and fea­
tures will assist pas tors and other 
professionals interested in ministry. 

"We hope the volume wil~ be .the .. 
beginning of an annual publication,. 
says Dr. Gordon Harris, N.A.B. Semi­
nary acad emic vice president. "It can 
put the Seminary and Sioux _Fa lls on 
the map with significant nat10nal 
leaders." 

According to endow ment program 
director for religion, Fred L. Hofhemz, 
"The grants are intended to stim_ulate 
fu ture p lanning and encourage im­
proved faculty scholar~hip, a centr~l 
a im of the Endowment s program m 
theological education." 

The year-long project w ill be 
ed ited by Dr. Michael ~agan, f'!orth 
American Baptist Semmary assistant 

professor of biblical stu_dies. 

Ministerial Changes 
• Larry Crane to interim pastor,_ Meri­
dian Woods Baptist Church, lnd1anap­
olis, JN, effective Oct. 18, 1992. 
- Sn1utrn Gilkerson 
• The Rev. Alan Strohschein from in­
terim pastor, Sunshine Ridge Baptist 
Church, Surrey, BC, effective Dec. 31, 
1992. He had served as interim pastor 
for nine months.-Vio/n Pahl 

Ordinations 
•The Rev. Andrew Owzarek, or­
dained May 3, 1992, at Randolph Bap­
tist Church, Randolph, MN. He has 
served as pastor at Randolph since 
July 1989.- Betty Lee 
• The Rev. Gary Bergman was or­
dained Sept. 27, 1992, at First Baptist 
Church, Buffalo Center, IA. Dr. Paul 
Rainbow, N.A.B. Seminary, gave the 
charge to the pastor, Mr. Bergman. 
The Rev. Bruce Rulapaugh brought 
the charge to the congregation. 

Farewell 
• On Dec. 13, 1992, Central Baptist 
Church, Kitchener, ON, said farewell 
to its pastor the Rev. Fred Kah ler, his 

Volhynian Ancestral Village Adventure 
May 18 - June 3, 1993 

Visit Polish and Russian Volhynia in 
an unforgettable opportunity to go 
b ack to the little German villages 
from which your ancestral family 
came. The tour, accompanied b y a 
loca l English-speaking Russian guide/ 
interpreter, will visit all the villages of 
tour members roughly within a 50-60 
km radius of Zhitomer, Novograd­
Volinsky, and Rovno. It w ill also 
include traditional sightseeing in Kiev 
and an overnight boat excursion down 
the Dneiper River to Zaporozye. 

Estimated cost of the 17-day tour from Seattle, WA, including. airf~re, 
accomm odations, a ll meals, sightseeing, and land transportat10n, 1s 
$2,850 (US dollars). Departure from Newark, N J, is availa~l~ for 

approximately $2,600 and add1tional 
excursions or stopovers may be arranged 
upon request. 

For 111ore i11fo n11ntio11, write or call 
Don M iller 
12814 N.W. Bishop Rand 
Hillsboro , OR 97124 
Telepho11e: (503 ) 647-5858 
Fax: (503) 647-5953 

wife Helga, and their children. Group 
leaders, friends, and guests from other 
churches gave words of farewell. The 
Rev. John Ziegler, area minister, was 
the guest speaker. 

Central Baptist is thankful for the 
Kahlers' 10 years of faithful and lov­
ing service. We wish them an e~fec­
tive ministry at Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Vancouver, BC. 
- Knren Ynlzn 

New Church is Welcomed 
• On Dec. 1, 1992, the Northern Cali­
fornia Council voted into Association 
membership the Romanian Baptist 
Church of the San Francisco Bay area 
which meets in San Leandro. NorCal 
Association welcomed the church 
into the Association on Jan. 9, 1993, at 
its annual meeting. The Church has 
more than 130 members. 

Transition 
•Jim Long of Waterville, WA, for­
mer professor of music at N.A.B. Col­
lege from 1974 to 1980 died Sept. 12, 
1992, as the result of being crushed be­
tween two vehicles while setting out 
flares to help people already involved 
in an accident. 

Theologica l educa tion w ith 
academic excellence and 
practica l applica tion to 
Christian min is try 

• Master of Divinity 
• Master of Theological Studies 
• Bachelor of Theology 

Minis try Specializat ions: 

• Biblical Exposition 
• Church Planting 
• Cross-Culhual Ministry 
• Pastoral Counsell ing 

{ \( ]~ " 
' Edmonton Baptist Seminary 

Prof S H (Sig) Schuster 
11525 · 23 Avenue 
Edmonton Albena TGJ 4T3 
(403) 437-1960 

Aff1hated with 
Nonh American Baptist Conference 

Associate Member of A TS 



Starting from Nothing 

I .. very ~uch enjoyed your article, 
Starting from Nothing ... I Love 

the Challenge!", about the work at 
Lloydminster. It is an encourage­
ment for me to see others doing 
well in the area of church growth 
and evangelism. 

Every household in our church 
family receives a copy of the Baptist 
Herald. Interestingly enough, the 
"freedom" article has probably 
helped us to communicate to our 
own people. An opportunity to 
read something in the quietness and 
privacy of our own home often con­
veys an understanding with impact 
that can be experienced in no other 
way. Thank you for an advantage 
gained . 

Ronald Ke/way, pastor 
First Baptist Church 
Min itonas, MB 

Abuse Is a Robber 

I a ppreciated your recent a rticle 
on abuse by Dr. Dan Leininger. 

Interestingly enough, it appeared a t 
a time when several other religious 
publica tions were running their 
own front-cover stories on the sub­
ject .. . it suggests tha t the Church is 
now making some tangible efforts 
to discuss the matter. Fortunately, it 
is able to draw from method s and 
conclusions that have existed in the 
psychological and sociologica l 
fields for the past 10 to 20 yea rs. 

My own concern in the area of 
abuse goes beyond the matter of 
definition to the q uestion of action 
.. . it necessitates that we name the 
particulars-people, places, events 
. . . it's painful for both the abused 
and the abuser to come (or be 
brought) forward , bu t there seems 
lo be no other way to achieve 
healing and recovery. 

Confession and/ or confronta­
tion, followed by repentance, for-
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giveness, and recreation a re now, 
and a lways have been (at least in 
the strongest veins of the Church), 
the fundamentals of the spiritual 
life. Contrarily, denial-either on 
the part of the abused or the abuser 
-is a long and painful road to 
further suffering: Many of those 
w ho never come to grips with their 
subjection to abuse become abusers 
themselves, or at least acquire and 
maintain behaviours that facilitate 
abusive behaviours in others; 
abusers w ho are left unchallenged, 
move on to other victims. 

The inner-city in w hich I live and 
work is rife with physical, sexual, 
and emotional abuse, but the 
conspicuous and epidemic nature 
of the problem has made churches 
and social agencies aware of the 
situation and able to effect solutions. 

What concerns me more is abuse 
tha t is not so obvious-abuse that 
occurs in the p laces we'd least 
expect it to occur and under the 
auspices of that which is a llegedly 
true, honorable, just, and pure. 
These a ren' t crack houses, booze 
cans, or single-parent/ step­
parent/addict-parent homes­
they're houses of worship, institu­
tions o f higher learning, and two­
pa rent, middle-class families w ith a 
cottage and a dog. 

The more sophistica ted the 
environment, the more subtle the 
abuse, and the more devasta ting the 
consequences of that abuse, for the 
ca uses are much harder to ascertain 
and are usually more pervasive 
(especia lly when psychologically 
a nd philosophically fund amental 
concepts such as "God" are 
involved). 

I hope we can continue to face 
th is issue head on- it' s importa nt 
tha t the Chu rch become a place in 
w hich abuse has been exposed as 
the "robber" it truly is and 
sentenced accordingly. There is no 
abuse in the Kingdom of Cod , for 

the One who rules over it is Love 
itself. That Love is not beyond u s. 

Gregory Glatz 
Winnipeg, MB 

Congratula tions on the 
September Baptist Herald. 

Many times I have wanted to say 
thanks a nd just never did it. Thanks 
for your ministry to us. Excellent 
a rticles. The Letters to the 
Editor- the one by Lyle E. Schaller 
on "What Did That Box Say?" 
introduction is a wonderful tribute 
to you. Keep up the good work. 

Charles Littman, area minister 
Wetaskiwin, AB 

W e enjoy the Baptist Herald 
very much . Keeps us 

informed on what's happening in 
our N.A.B. Conference. Keep up the 
good work. 

Mrs. Ollie Chesterman 
Ed111onto11, AB 

I mmanuel Baptis t Church wants 
to thank you for being there for 

us. 
Norman Vilhauer 
Loyal, OK 

I consider the Baptist Herald well 
balanced and enjoy reading it. 
Beatrice Woyke 
Southbury, CT 

Keep up the good work on the 
Baptist Herald. My w ife and I 

enjoy and are encouraged by read­
ing this publication. 

Gary Southern, 111ission co111111ittee 
Bloomfield Hills (Ml) 
Baptist Church 

T he May 1992 issue of the 
Baptist Herald is great! Very 

attractive and continually informa­
tive. More people will more readily 
go fo r this "get up"' 

B. Westerman 
Sioux Falls, SO 

Decision Conf ere nee 
April 2-4, 1993 

North American Baptist Seminary 

-----~----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------

o Please send me more information 
about Decision Conference 1993. 

o I would like a friend to hear more about 
Decision Conference 1993. Please send 
information to the person named in the 
space a t the right. 

1 would like to know more about the ... 

O Masters of Divinity Degree 
O Master of Arts in Christian 

Education Degree 
O Master of Arts in Counseling 

Degree 
O Graduate Certificate in 

Theological Studies 
O Doctor of Ministry Degree 
0 Other _ _ ________ _ 

City _ _ _______ State/ Province _ _ ____ _ 

Zip/ Postal Code. _______ ________ _ 

Telephone( __ ) ____ _ _ _ _ _ ___ _ _ _ 

Please return this form to: 
Admissions Office 
North American Baptist Seminary 
1321 West 22nd Street 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57105 

1-800-843-1300 Ext. 801 (in the U.S.) or 
605/ 336-6588 FAX: 605/335-9090 
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CHRIST - CENTERED EDUCATION 

NAB students have the 
endorsement of their con­

ference to attend Tabor, 
a Christian liberal arts 

college. We encourage 
inquiries from students 

as potential first-
time freshman as 

well as students 
who begin 

at NABC 
and wish 
to transfer. 

THINK TABOR 
Your college of 
choice should 
be openly 

CHRISTIAN 
characterized by 
academic 

EXCELLENCE 
f111ed with 

EXCITEMENT 
and amazingly 

AFFORDABLE. 

L'>, 
llTabor 
~ge 
Chrbt-<tnttrtd t.ducaUon 

400 S. Jefferson 
Hillsboro, KS 67063 
1-800-TABOR-99 

~--------------------- ------------------oeracn-s-..nan -------- ------ -- -------------------; 

Please send me more information about Tabor College: 

Send information lo: 

Name - - -------------------------
Address ------------------------ --
City Slate/Province _____ Zip/code _____ _ 
Telephone( __ ) _ ____________________ _ _ 

High School or College attending, ________________ _ 
Possible college major ________________ ____ _ 

Extra curricular activities ------------------- -

I 
I 
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The Heritage 

Lives On! 

Fleischmann 
Memorial 

Baptist 
Church 

North 
American 

Baptist 
Conference 

July 21 - July 25, 1993 

The Warwick Hotel 
1701 Locust Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 
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COME TO PHILADELPHIA! 

GREAT THEME: 
The Heritage Lives On! 

We celebrate the grace of God in the heritage of the North American 
Baptist Conference and the vision of Pastor Konrad Anton Fleischmann 
as he crossed cultures to reach Gennan-speaking people in the United 
States in their own language 150 years ago. 

We celebrate the expanding opportunities God continues to give us to 
cross cultures, particularly in our great cities. 

GREAT PLACE: 
Philadelphia is the 
• Birthplace of Fleischmann Memorial Baptist Church. 

• Birthplace of the North American Baptist (N.A.B.) Conference. 
• Birthplace of N.A.B. Church Planting. 

• Birthplace of the N.A.B. Philadelphia Project, a unique partnering 
of the N .A. B. Conference and the Center for Urban Theological 
Studies to plant churches through ethnic pastors. 

• Birthplace of the United States! 

GREAT PROGRAM: 

• Worship and learn about God's work in Philadelphia. 
• Hear testimonies from conference workers and members past and 

present about God's faithfulness. 
• Hear special mini-concerts by Black gospel choirs, Jim Correnti, 

concert pianist, and Integrity, singing team from N.A.B. College. 
• See the P.O.W.E.R. Company, puppet ministry from Chicago, present 

the story of Esther. 
• Tour historic center city Philadelphia. 

• Tour to and visit with the pastors and congregations of the 
Philadelphia Project churches, in their buildings. 

• Hear about God's plan for the city from those who are doing it. 

GREAT FACILITIES: 
The Warwick is a grand old center city hotel which has recently 

experienced an $18 million renovation. AU events for the celebration 
will be held in the hotel. ll is conveniently located near Philadelphia's 
great center city shopping district, dozens of museums and hundreds of 
noiable restaurants. 

GREAT SPEAKERS: 
• Dr. C. John Miller-author of Outgrowing the Ingrown Church 

and Come Back. Barbara; Executive Director of World Harvest Mission. 

• Dr. William Krispin-Executive Director of the Center For Urban 
Theological Studies (CUTS). 

• Sam Slaffey and Bill Grier- N.A.B. "Philadelphia Project" Pastors. 

• Bart Campolo-Executive Director of Kingdom Works, Philadelphia and 
co-author with Tony Campolo of Things We Wish We Had Said. 

• Jim Corren ti -Pastor of Fleischmann Memorial Baptist Church for 
19 years; concert pianist. 

HOW TO REGISTER: 
Send registration to: 

If you have any questions 
leave a message with Pat at: 

THE HERITAGE LIVES ON! 
CIO PATRICIA A. DALEY 
169 W. 65TH AVENUE 
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19120 

(215) 924·9674 

Indicate on the form which activities you plan to attend. In~lu~e registration 
~ Fl · schmann will mform The 1ee and a deposit of 10% of Total Charges. ei 
Warwick Hotel of your room registration. 

· t ation is June 15, 1993. The last day we will guarantee a room regis r 

No refunds will be given after June 15, 1993. If you desire to e~thenTdhyour 
. W have an agreement wit e 

stay earlier or later, please mform. us. e d will notify them. 
Warwick Hotel for the same special room rates an 

E . 1 e pay by check drawn on a 
nclose payment by check. Canadians, P ~s S f nds are also acceptable. 

U.S. bank. Canadian postal money orders m U. · u 

COSTS NOT COVERED BY THIS CONFERENCE: 
Suppers-On your own 
p ki 

ar ng-At nearby garage ·w. /out privileges): $10/day 
-Daily fee (24 hours wi m )· $ 5/eve 

. f (6-<XJ pm -11 :30 p.m. · · 
-Evening ee .. · · · emenls provided at the 

There will be no children's activ1ues or nursery arrang 
conference. 
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE & COSTS 

Wed. 
7(21 

Thur. Fri 
7(22 7(23 

Sat. 
7(24 

Last day for guaranteed room is June 15, 1993 

Sun 
7(25 

The Warwick Hotel: (Hotel will add local taxes to these rates) 
Single $70 $70 $70 $70 
Double $70 $70 $70 $70 
Triple $80 $80 $80 $80 
Quad. $90 $90 $90 $90 
There is no charge for children under 18 

Total 

$280 
$280 
$320 
$360 

Number of Adults: Ages of Children: -------

Your 
Choice 

$ __ _ 
$ __ _ 
$ __ _ 
$ __ _ 

Special Package- All Meals and Activit ies: $ 115.00 Cf or each adult) $ __ _ 

-QR.: 
Group Mea ls: (Cost per person)(Circle meals and days) 
Continental 
Breakfast $7.50 $7.50 $7.50 $7.50 $30 $ ---
Women's Lunch $13 $13 $ ---
Men's Lunch $13 $13 $ __ _ 
Sunday Lunch $17 $17 $. __ _ 
(Children 5 and under: no cost for group meals at hotel: 
Children 10 and under: 2(3 cost) $ __ _ 

SUPPERS -ON YOUR OWN 
Daily Activities: (Cost per person) 
Colonial Philadelphia Bus Tour (includes buffet lunch) 

Historical Sites, Thursday 7/22 $30 $ ---
Philadelphia Project Church Bus Tour (includes box lunch) 

N.A.B. Urban Church Plants, Friday, 7/23 $16 $ _ _ _ 
Urban Seminar Day-2 general sessions, 2 workshop sessions 

Saturday, 7(24 $15 $ __ _ 
TOTAL- HOTEL, MEALS, ACTIVITIES $ _ _ _ 
10% DEPOSIT $ _ _ _ 
Conference Registration: (Thur., Fri., Sat.) 
$9/full day or $25 for entire conference for each adult $ _ _ _ 
Make checks payable to Fleischmann Memorial Baptist Church 
A check is enclosed (deposit + registration) in the amount of $ __ _ 
There will be no refunds after June 15, 1993. 
Register by June 15, 1993 
Name: _ _ _ _ ____________________ _ 
Address:. ______ _ _ _____ __________ _ 

City:. __________ State: ____ Postal Code:. _ ____ _ 

Telephone Number: Day Eve. L.J ______ _ 
Please indicate roomate preference, if any: - - ------ -----
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