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TRIENNIAL CONFERENCE NEWS 

Excitement mounts as plans are 
made for Triennial Conference 
by Holly Strauss 

P lanning continues for the 44th 
Triennial Conference to be held 

in Dallas, Texas, Aug. 2-7,1994. 

Holly Strauss, expressed their com­
mitment to the goals of a lot of parti­
cipation, increased spiritual growth, 
and outstanding fellowship in their 
program s. 

Women's Events, headed by Janell 
Klingenberg of Houston, TX, prom­
ise to be a special highlight for the 
women. 

Recently, the Local Arrangements 
Corrunittee led by Ron Presley, chair, 
and Dan Heringer, assistant chair, 
heard reports on the progress of the 
developing programs. 

SuzAnn Hill and Rita Hipp are fo­
cusing on the Fellowship Fiesta, fea­
turing a special southwest flavor in 
food, fun, fellowship, and som e big­
name musical talent for Saturday eve­
ning, Augus t 6. 

Young Teens Co-chairs, Glenn 
and Connie C urlett; Youth Corrunit­
tee Chair, Dan H amil; and Singles 
Committee Co-Chairs, Amy and 
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The Conference Decorations Com­
mittee, headed by Karen Guillory of 
Eunice, LA, and Kyle Nations of 
Kyle, TX, are working with the 
theme, "A Heart That Cares," to en­
s ure that the stage is truly set for a 
wonderful week you won ' t want to 
miss. 

Les Gerber of North Carrollton 
Baptist Church, usher corrunittee 
chair, says he will have a special seat 
reserved just for YOU! 

Keep your eyes and ears open for 
upcoming registration information 
being mailed in January 1994 from 
the N.A.B. Conference International 
Office. 

Karl and Frances Bieber of 
DeSoto, TX, are serving as co-regis­
trars. 

Promotional videos d epicting the 
overall program and youth program 
will show you w ha t the Triennia l 
Conference is a ll about. Your area 
minister has a copy for you to show 
to your tota l congregation as well as 
to small groups. 

Plan now to attend the 44th Trien­
nial Conference in Dallas, TX, Aug. 
2-7, 1994. We'll be looking for you! 

For information on vacationing in 
Texas, ca/11 -800-8888-TEX. 0 

NEED 
HYMN BOOKS? 

Grace Baptist Church, Grand 
Forks, ND, is giving away free 
Hymns for the Living Church by 
Hope Publishing Company. 

G race Baptist Church, Grand 
Forks, N D, is imprinted on the 
covers. The books are in fairly 
good cond ition, but some bind­
ings need repair. Come and get 
them or pay for postage. 

Co11tncl: Eleanor Leppke, Grace 
Baptist Church, 700 24th Ave. 5 ., 
Grand Forks, ND 58201 • Phone: 
(701) 775-0648. 
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An eye surgeon, 
• • a m1ss1onary, 

and a new church! 
by Barbara Binder 

Each year-d uring January and 
February-Dr. Manuel 
Mariano, an ophthalmologist, 

leaves Grand Forks, ND, for the 
Philippines for a two month stay­
to do eye surgery. Filipino by birth, 
Dr. Mariano says these people are 
close to his heart. "I a lways wanted 
to be a missionary, so I decided that 
when I retire, I will be one," says 
Mariano. 

"But before I reached retirement 
age, I had a heart attack. That 
forced me to take some time off. 
Some would look at this as a set­
back," reflects Mariano, "but I see it 
as God giving me two months off 
from my reg ular work each year to 
go to the Philippines to serve." 

"My wife and I always have had 
a b u rden to help o u r missio n a ries 
by doi n g eye m issio n wor k . " The 
Marian os' main aim is to h e lp the 
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missionaries in their work-"to 
op en doors for them ." 

Mariano came to the U.S.A. from 
the Philipp ines in 1968 to further 
his medical studies. "I fin ished my 
Ophthalmology Residency training 
in 1973 in Minnesota with all the in­
tentions of going back to the Philip­
pines, but the implementation of 
Martial Law there prevented us 
from doing so," explains Maria no. 
"Raising three child ren, clinical prac­
tice responsibilities plus other fac­
tors made us so busy for the next 14 
years tha t our bu rden to go on a 
short-term eye mission had to be 
put on hold. This kept going until 
September 1986 when I was slowed 
down by a heart ailment that 
needed by-pass surgery. With the 
pressure o f work a nd m y h ea r t 
pro b le m, I fina lly d ecid e d t o work 
o n ly part- time. This newfound, 

Dr. Mariano 
(second from right, 
front row) poses 
with his post­
operative cataract 

L . 0 
patients at iga 
A/bay Hospital. 

Dr. Mariano visits the surgical ward 
of the Hospital. Here assisted by 11 

nurse, he changes the eye bandage. 
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visit to the area, he talked w ith the 
regional director and the medical di­
rector of the government hospital. 
"They gave me p ermission to d o the 
necessary eye surgery in the hospi­
tal," says Mariano. "God provid ed 
all the contacts and the use of the 
hospital ... our eye mission was on 
its way." 

Since then, Mariano coordinates 
his work with the Government's 
Blindness Prevention Program. 
With the help of the Associa tion of 
Philippine O phthalmologists of 
America, he contacted a local Medi­
cal School, w hich has an eye surgi­
cal residency training program, to 
assist him in the eye mission. 

"The eye residents have been a 
tremendous help for me, since I can­
no t p ossibly physically handle all of 
the patien t load ," Mariano volun­
teers. "In re turn, I teach and g ive 
them the opportunity to learn and 
perform d ifferent surgical proce­
dures." 

The surgery is done a t Pio Duran 
Dis trict Hospital in Ligao Albay ... 
a hospital, which serves about five 
districts with about 300,000 people. 
"There had been no sight saving sur­
gery done in this hospital before," 
reports Mariano. "All eye cases 
were sent to the provincial hospital 
in Legazpi City." 

In January 1992, when Mariano 
returned to serve again in the Philip­
pines, he brought a long an o ld, but 
s till working, examina tion micro­
scope (Slit Lamp) a nd an operating 
surg ical microscope. "The govern­
ment does no t supply med ications 
and needed surg ica l supplies and in­
struments," explains Mariano. H e 
solicits a lmost a ll the supplies from 
eye d rops, anesthetics, antibiotics, 
eye sutures, syringes, needles, eye 
pads, eye s hields, d rugs used in sur­
gery, tapes, eye drops, to intraocu­
lar lens implants here before I leave 
for the Philipp ines. "We use Jens im ­
plan ts beca use they can be func­
tional visually even without 

Dr. Manuel Mariano (left) 
examines the eyes of a patient in the 

outpatient department of the Hospital 
as Missionary Gregg Evans, who 

helps transport people to the 
Hospital, looks on. 

glasses," says Mariano. "Buying a 
pair of g lasses is a hardship for the 
patients. Most of them can see the 
moment their eye bandages are re­
moved the following day." 

"All the s urgical cases we screen 
in the outpatient clinics are brought 
to the district hospital for the 
need ed operations," says Maria no. 
"Lee and Gregg each drive some pa­
tients to and from the hospital, be­
cause the patients lack m oney for 
transp ortation." 

"These people remain blind from 
five to twenty-one years w ithout 
even seeing a d octor, much more 
having surgery," reports Mariano. 
"An elderly woman, blin d fro m cata­
racts, had not seen her daughter 
since birth 21 years ago. It was a 
sight to behold the day we rem oved 
her eye bandage, and s he saw her 
daughter. They also could not a f­
ford the bus fa re of about 40 cents, 
or buy pain pills, so we gave them 
our supply of Tylenol. We did not 
charge the pa tients. " 

T
he exciting part o f the minis­
try for Mariano is that w hile 
he is seeing patients in the 

clinics in the villages, a missionary, 

"The operating microscope 
is the one my wife Lily (right) 
and I brought to the Hospital 

at Ligao A/bay," says 
Mariano. "Here we are 

doing surgery 0 11 a 
cataract patient." 
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Rufus (left to right), Gregg Evans, and 
Celina with Lily Mariano sort out the 

medical supplies that the Marianas 
brought along with them from Grand 

Forks. The Medical Director of the Ligao 
A/bay Hospital graciously loaned his 

office to them for this sorting process. 

had targeted four rural villages for 
the eye clinics. More than 100 opera­
tions were performed including 
treatment for glaucoma, cataract re­
movals, lens implants, excision of 
severely damaged/infected eyes, 
and even correction of severely 
crossed eyes." 

"Both Manny and Lily do a won­
derful job of representing Jesus 
Christ throughout their stay," com­
ments Lee Bertsch. "They develop 
excellent rapport both with the med­
ical personnel as well as with the in­
digent patients. The Director of the 
Hospital is especially appreciative 
of their work and gives us an open 
invitation to conduct any further 
such medical missions in his area. 
At one point, he even suggested 
that we put up a chapel on the hos­
pital compound! 

"Especially exciting was the suc­
cessful operation of Nanay, a mem­
ber of our church in Legazpi," recalls 
Bertsch. "At age 79, she remains 
among our most highly motivated 
members. She was discouraged by 
her almost total blindness, but so 
concerned about the lost that she 
would ask others to be her eyes so 
she could do visitation and conduct 
Bible studies. Now she can see 
again and is absolutely thrilled . The 
rest of us have to hustle to keep up 
with her." 

The spiritual results of the Mari­
anos' work continue to be felt. 
"Given that we integrated their min­
istry with the Government Blind­
ness Prevention Program, we have 
plenty of contact with medical per­
sonnel. In fact, the bulk of our evan­
gelistic opportun ities the first year 
were among them rather than 
among the patients," recalls Bertsch. 
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One of the ladies who received 
an eye operation is from a village 
about 16 km from Legazpi. "We 
planned to visit her, but because of 
the eruption of Mt. Mayon, our 
plans were put on hold," explains 
Bertsch. One Saturday, we were fi­
nally able to visit her. When wear­
rived, we found 15 people waiting 
for their first Bible study-includ­
ing the baranggay Captain! So we 
are excited by the prospects in tha t 
place." 

"The San Ra mon Bible study out­
reach is a direct result of the Mari­
anas' ministry," reports Evans. "Our 
on-again, off-again outreach in 
Masarawag got a real boost from 
the eye clinic held there. The Maria­
nas share our d esire for the medica l 
ministry to enhance rather than 
eclipse the evangelistic ministry." 

"The main problem is having 
enough personnel to d o persona l 
follow-up in some areas," declares 
Ma riano. 

Even w ith all of the logistical 
problems, inconveniences like elec­
trical brownouts during surgery, 
and the Mayon volcano eruptions, 
the Marianos state: "Our last eye 
mission trip has been a joy. Espe­
cia lly as we hear from Lee and 

1. ics provide 
"Outpatient eye c m . I 1d 

ortunities to mmg e al 
many opp . t .. says Bertsch. 

lk with pat1en s, . / ta . . h Id at Batang Bib e 
Atacf1111c e 

· itt Church, Rufus along 
Commun ¥ . M . Evans 

.ti M1ss10nary ana . 
wi 1 

. ·t ofa patient. 
check the visual aci11 y 

B. 1 Bible school student, Rufus a ico 
' helps Gregg pastor the new 

Batang Church. 

Gregg about the response of the 
people hearing the gospel after we 
left " states Mariano. "Patients cry­
ing' w ith joy as they can see again is 
also a tremendous blessing." 

With a glimmer in his eye and a 
broad smile, Maria no says, "We are 
looking forward to January 1994, 
God willing, when we will be in the 
Philipp ines again for another short­
term eye mission trip." 0 

I 
t was a sermon for the eyes and 
for the heart. A young mother 
crouched beside her child, a 

pretty little girl of about two with 
bouncy ponytails framing her sweet 
face. The mother was showing her 
young daughter how to throw a 
penny into the shallow fountain at 
the mall. I stopped to watch the 
magic of that tender moment. 

The tot tossed the penny into the 
air, but it fell far short of the goal­
landing right in front of her feet. Un­
daunted, the mother picked up the 
coin and carefully placed it into the 
tiny hands a second time. Another 
try-another failure. It took several 
a ttempts by the little g irl with the 
patient and gentle coaching of her 
mother before the challenging feat 
was accomplished. The magic 
penny had joined all the other keep­
ers of secret dreams and desires at 
the bottom of the w ishing well. 

At this success, the celebration 
began. The mother broke into enthu­
s iastic cheering a nd applause in 

by Maria Rogalski 

praise of this achievement. "You did 
it! See, I knew you could do it! 
Good girl!" And the little g irl's face 
began to glow. 

I could hear the prolonged cheer­
ing ringing through the mall even 
as I hurried along on my errands, 
warmed by the positive d emonstra­
tion of a ffirma tion I had jus t w it­
nessed. 

This brought to mind another cel­
ebration and rejoicing-one that 
Jesus spoke about in Luke 15 when 
he said, "I tell you that in the same 
way, there w ill be more joy in 
heaven over one sinner w ho repents 
tha n over ninety-nine righteous per­
sons w ho need no repentance" (Luke 
15:7, NAS). I could almost hear the 
cheering as I visualized the joy. 

I couldn' t help but wonder 
w hether not only my coming to 
Jesus in repentance and fa ith was 
cause for celebration in heaven and 
in the heart of God, but also every 
victory a s well. Through the incredi­
bly patient help and encouragement 

of the Holy Spirit, I daily meet the 
challenges of my new life in Christ. 

This "sermon" strengthened my 
resolve not to g ive in to discourage­
ment by failure but to go from 
strength to strength following the 
example of the Apostle Paul. To the 
Philippians, Paul said , "Not that I 
have already obtained it, or have al­
ready become p erfect, but I p ress on 
in order that I may lay hold of that 
for which also I was laid hold of by 
Christ Jesus. Brethren, I do not re­
gard myself as having laid hold of it 
yet; but one thing I do; forgetting 
w hat lies behind and reaching for­
ward to what lies a head, I press on 
toward the goal for the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus" 
(Philippians 3:12-14, NAS). 

Reaching that goal will be cause 
for yet another celebra tion. O 

Maria Rogalski of Winnipeg, MB, is a 
freelance writer and a member of the 
McDen11ot Ave. Baptist Church , 
Wi1111ipeg , MB. 
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Signs of Spiritual Awakening 
in Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania 

by Larry Burd 

On Sunday, May 2, 1993, Pastor Larry Burd dramatically 
portrayed Jonathan Edward's famous sermon of 1741, 
"Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God." 
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I
t all began on Sunday, Jan. 20, 
1 ?91. It had only been four days 
smce the Persian Gulf War 

began. Tens of thousands of Ameri­
can troops were rapidly being trans­
ported to the Middle East to be en­
gaged in war. As loved ones, 
friends, and neighbors were leav­
ing, a sense of awe filled the hearts 
of many people. Would we ever see 
them again? Would they be killed 
in combat? Would the Persian Gulf 
War light the fata l fuse to begin 
World War III? As we assembled 
for worship that Sunday, these 
thoughts were racing through our 
minds. 

I believe God used the Persian 
Gulf War to reveal His mercy, to 
capture our attention, and to show 
us our need of Him. Hearts became 
open to the Lord. Unbelievers found 
sa lv~ tion through fa ith in Jesus 
Chnst. Christians rededica ted their 
lives to Christ. 

God's Spirit moved in a wonder­
f~ l way .. Incredible power was expe­
rienced m preaching the Gospel. 
Week after week, w hen the invita­
tion was given, large numbers of 
people responded to God's ca ll in 
their lives. 

At Easter time in 1991, 46 people 
requested to be baptized. We held 
t~o b~ptisma l services w ith 23 bap­
tized m each service. In the midst of 
this Spiritual Awa kening, it seemed 

like Acts 2:47 was being repeated as 
"the Lord added to the church daily 
those w ho were being saved ." 

God used the revival minis try of 
Life Action Ministries from Buchan­
an, Michigan, to further the work of 
Spiritual Awakening in the spring 
of 1991. For more than two weeks, a 
crusade was conducted w ith incred­
ible attend ance at each service. 
Many lives were cha nged as people 
turned to the Lord in genuine hu­
mility, repentance, faith, and obedi­
ence. 

Over the past two years, the signs 
of Spiritual A wakening have contin­
ued. Souls are being saved. Lives are 
being changed. One hundred and 
four p eople have been baptized, 
and 165 have joined the church. 

A lthough the church went 
throug h a major expansion pro­
gram, space is limited again. "To 
God be the glory, great things He 
hath done." 

What is the secret to Spiritua l 
Awakening in our church? 

Jonathan Edwards, one of the 
lead ers of the First Great Awaken­
ing in America during the early 
1700s, once said, "When God has 
something very great for His church, 
it is His w ill that there should pre­
cede it the extraordinan; prayers of 
His people." 

I believe tha t when God's people 
pray extraordinary prayers, they 
w ill experience extraordinary things 
happening. Extraordinary prayer 
has been taking p lace in our church 
and community. 

For the past 13 months, a month­
ly Prayer and Praise Service has 
been held the first Sunday night of 
each month following the regular 
evening service. It is thrilling to 
have m ore and more people attend­
ing this service-draw n by God's 
Spirit to prayer. Even after two or 
three hours of singing, sharing, and 
praying, people do not seem to want 
to go home. This is a work of God. 

W
hat are some of the signs 
that Spiritual Awakening 
is taking place in our com­

munity? 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, was 

founded by the Moravians in 1741. 
Their founder, Count N icholas Lud­
wig von Zinzendorf believed in ex­
traordinary prayer to carry on the 
ministry of Jesus Christ. Around­
the-clock prayer vigils were held 
continuously for more than 100 
years. 

Again, this kind of extraordinary 
prayer is being revived in our com­
munity through the ministry of the 
Coalition of Prayer Wa rriors. More 
than 70 people from various 
churches have committed them­
selves to pray for one hour weekly 
concerning spiritual awakening in 
our community and country. We 
are praying that before long there 
will be 168 Christians committed to 
this intercessory prayer ministry. 
Can you imagine the powerful ef­
fects of prayer being offered every 
hour of the week? 

For the past eight months, Thurs­
day Noon Community Prayer Meet­
ings have been held in various Beth­
lehem Churches. God is drawing 
Christians from many different de­
nominations to join together in ear­
nest, fervent prayer. Pastors from 
many different churches are pray­
ing together and finding great joy 
as they pray for each o ther and for 
the advancement of Christ's king­
d om in our community. 

The week of April 30 - May 6, 
1993, was designated as "A Week of 
Awakening" in our community. 
Various events included a Moun­
tain Top Prayer Gathering at the 
lacocca Hall Observation Tower in 
Bethlehem, a Day of Prayer and 
Fasting held in various Bethlehem 
churches, a Communionfest Ser­
vice, a Mayor's Citizens' Prayer 
Breakfast, a nd a National Day of 
Prayer Rally held at the Bethlehem 

City Hall Plaza on May 6 at 12:15 
p .m. 

God greatly blessed these events 
and used them to fan the sparks of 
Spiritual Awakening that we are ex­
periencing in our community. Re­
cent newspaper articles have in­
cluded headlines that read : "Re­
building Bethlehem's Spiritual Leg­
acy, Round the Clock Prayer Re­
vived," "Prayer Gathering Opens 
Week of Awakening," "Hundreds 
Attend Citizens Prayer Breakfast," 
"Student-led Prayer Groups at 
Schools Rise Above Restrictions," 
and "City Marks Day of Prayer, 
Hundreds Ask for Spiritual Awak­
ening." 

W
e desperately need a moral 
and spiritual awakening 
today. In Ephesians 5:14, 

the Lord said, "Wake up, 0 sleeper, 
rise from the dead, and Christ w ill 
shine on you ." The Lord is awaken­
ing His church to the need for genu­
ine repentance, humility, faith, obe­
dience, and "Extraordinary Prayer." 
David Bryant, the founder of Con­
certs of Prayer International, be­
lieves that "the most hopeful sign of 
our times is a growing prayer move­
ment that points America toward 
spiritual revival." 

The spiritual awakening we are 
experiencing in Bethlehem is just a 
small part of what God is doing in 
many churches and communities 
throughout North America and the 
world. I am thrilled to see some of 
the hopeful signs of spiritual awak­
ening in our d ay. We have not expe­
rienced a downpour yet, but the 
"showers of blessing" have begun to 
fall. Let's continue to tum to the 
Lord in "Extraordinary Prayer" 
and watch how H e w ill fan the 
sparks of Spir itual Awakening into 
flames. 0 

Larn; £. Burd is pastor of Calvani 
Baptist Church, Bethlehem , PA. -
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The Lit 

by Elaine K. McEwan 

JO BAPTIST HERALD 

R
esearchers have alw 
f . ays been 
ascmated by childr en who 

. came to school alreact know-
ing how to read . Some teachy 

d Ii h 
ers 

were e g ted. Some were 
d "Th , . an-noye . a t s ouriob" th . 

"P ' ey said arents should leave the t . · 
f · eachmg 

o readmg to the profession 1 " 
What many teachers didn' t a s.liz 

. h ~a ~ as m t e case of my daught 
th t d "d , er, was a we I n t deliberately teach 
them-they lea m ed on th · e1rown. 

What was hap~ening in the 
homes of these children that 
d "ff was 

I erent from what was takin 
place in other homes? Researc~ers 

en ts to discover the 
interviewed par . 

elem ents. 
cornrn~n took place in the home. 
• Read l.Jlg d to children regularly. 

Parents rea · 
Th them selves read. Readmg 

ey rt of the family life-style. 
was a pa . . 

• A wide range of prmted materials 
was available in the home. Books 
of all kinds, magazines, and news­
papers were part of the interior 
decorating scheme. 

• Child ren had Jots of contact with 
paper and pencil. (Perhaps in this 
modem age, our learners w ill 
have contact w ith computer termi­
nals and word processors.) Chi!-

dren were able to produce their 
own scribbles and scrawls and do 
their own "writing." 

• All adults in the environment re­
sponded to what the child was try­
ing to do. They took very seriously 
his attempts to make sense out of 
the written and spoken word. 

Finding Time to Read Aloud 
The kindergarten teacher in my 

elementary school has developed a 
very effective technique to encour­
age those parents who think they 
don' t have time to read aloud to 
their children . 

The children fill out slips for each 
book their parents read aloud to 
them. When they turn in the slips to 
their teacher, they receive stars on a 
chart. When they have a certain 
number of stars, they receive acer­
tificate. Soon the children are relent­
lessly hou nding the ir parents to 
read aloud. The parents give in just 
to get peace. 

We do have the time to read 
aloud to o ur children-we just don't 
use it. How about the waiting room 
a t the d octor's office? H ow about 
while you' re waiting for that long 
freight train? Whenever you're out 
of entertainm ent ideas, try a book. 

One of our favori te times was 
just before bed . I could almost feel 
the stress and tension leave our bod­
ies and our minds as we quietly 
read aloud. Reading aloud is a won­
derful transition between an active, 
busy day and your child's willing 
trip up the stairs to bed. 

Reading Instruction: 
Trained Teachers or You? 

You can leave the formal reading 
instruction to the schools. But think 
of a ll of the shared experiences, 
background, and knowledge your 
child will bring to formal instruction 

if you begin reading aloud in in­
fancy. We can never go back to 
those precious years with their enor­
mous potential for learning once 
they are gone. 

You don' t need d egrees and di­
plomas. You don't need the trap­
pings of technology. You don't need 
to be remarkably learned about edu­
cation and psychology. You only 
need a remarkable respect for the 
mind of a child, a willingness to be 
consistent, and lots of patience. 

What Else Can You Do? 
Many of the things you can do in 

addition to reading aloud are noted 
in the following checklist. Use it to 
test your commitment to ra ising a 
reader. 
• Do I help my children seek their 

own solutions to problems? 
• Am I open-minded a nd receptive 

to my child's ideas? 
• Do I have places in my home for 

relaxing and reading both for 
children and adults? 

• Do I have a family bulletin board 
or a place for the child ren's pro­
jects and written work to be dis­
played? (The refrigerator w ith col­
orful magnets is an ideal spot.) 

• Do my children have a special 
place where they can store their 
own books to read whenever they 
want? 

• Do I talk to my children about my 
work and explain what I am doing 
and w hy? (The kitchen and work­
shop are wonderful places to talk.) 

• Do I provide experiences for my 
child ren that are reading related­
such as library story hours, listen­
ing to read-aloud cassettes and re­
cords? 

• Do I provide writing materials 
and give my children an oppor tu­
nity to create their own stories? 
An old typewriter provided a 

place for my daughter to "write 
books." She filled pages with ran­
dom letters, drew illustrations, 
and told her stories to me. 

• Do I capture every opportunity 
for read ing as we take trips and 
run errands together-such as 
reading street signs, grocery store 
displays, and other types of infor­
mational signs? 

• Do I know what my children's in­
terests are, and do I capitalize on 
those interests to stimulate read­
ing-such as zoo animals, trucks, 
dinosaurs? 

•Do I use the printed materials that 
come home from Sunday school 
as read-aloud materials during 
the week? 

• Am I sensitive to the curious na­
ture of my child's mind and heart 
regarding spiritual matters, and 
do I use the read-aloud experience 
to help answer these questions? 

• Do I choose to read books, includ­
ing God's Word, and make printed 
materials a part of my home? 
If you're a teacher, grandparent, 

or spend time with children in any 
other capacity, begin now to plan 
how you can add the read-aloud ex­
perience to the time you share with 
these children. Having raised two 
readers of my own, I know that you 
and your children will be blessed 
and enriched as you spend time 
reading aloud together. 0 

Dr. Elaine K. McEwa11 is a school 
principal a11d author of Will My Child 
Be Ready for School? (David C. 
Cook), Raising Balanced Children in 
an Unbalanced World (David C. 
Cook), and How to Raise a Reader? 
(David C. Cook). (Excerpted from 
Helpin? Your Child Love to Read bit 
Dr. Efa1~e K. McEwan .) Reprinted bi/ 
pem11ss1011 of David C. Cook · 
P11blislti11g Co., Elgin , IL 60120. 
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The Management of Grief 

"Any natural 
response to death is 
proper and healthy; 

any unnatural one 
may delay the 

healing process and 

be potentially 
dangerous." 

12 BAPTIST HERALD 

by Joe Bayly 

D
eath is a wound to the liv­
ing. Months after our eigh­
teen-year-old son died, the 

sight of a boy's arm resting on the 
sill of a car window up ahead was 
enough to make m e pull over to the 
sid e of the road because I could no 
longer see to drive. 

A friend lost her husband after a 
few years of marriage. Years after 
he died, she told us tha t she could 
still be moved with fresh grief by 
witnessing a total stranger perform 
an act of care and thoughtfulness 
for his wife. 

These responses to d eath are nor­
mal, or at least, normal for a person 
who deeply loved the one who 
died. 

It could be said that any natural 
response to death is proper and 
healthy; any unnatural one may 
delay the healing process and be 
potentially dangerous. 

But what is a 
natural response? 

Grief. Tears. An overwhelming 
sense of loss. Desire to be a lone, or 
to have social contacts severely re­
stricted. 

For some-including the very re­
ligious-it may be to question 
God 's wisdom, even His love. 
When Job lost his children, his pos­
sessions, and his health, he "cursed 
the day of his birth. And Job said, ' 
... Why did I not die at birth, come 
forth from the womb and expire?"' 

Job's wife, mother of the children 
who died, was even more direct, 
"Curse God and d ie!" she shouted at 
her husband. 

C. S. Lewis, brilliant apologist for 
the Christian faith, had an equally 
honest reaction to the wound of 
death. A bachelor until middle life, 
Lewis found near-ecstatic happi­
ness and completion in his brief 
marriage to a woman w ho died of 
cancer a few years later. 

"O God, God," wrote Mr. Lewis, 
"why did You take such trouble to 
force this creature out of its shell if 
it is now doomed to crawl back-to 
be sucked back-into it?" 

This sort of honesty does not 
turn God away from us, but brings 
Hirn near. And it may hasten the 
healing process. Being brave, put­
ting up a front, pretending that we 
have no problem may delay 
healing. 

Guilt is another natural response 
to death's wound . All of us hurt the 
person we love, one way or an­
other: We say sharp words, are in­
considerate and impatient, act self­
ishly. In life, we have a chance to 
straighten things out with "I'm 
sorry, please forgive me," with gifts 
and surprises and special acts of 
love. 

Death closes the door on making 
amends, opens the door to a flood 
of "If only ... " thoughts. 

These thoughts are not necessar­
ily related to major ways in which 
we hurt the one who died . They 
may be quite trivial. I remember a 
nagging feeling of guilt for months 
because I had procrastinated in 
framing and mounting a scenic 
mural in the room of a son w ho 
died, and never did get the job 
done. 

If we feel guilty, we must find 
forgiveness. We can't say "I'm 
sorry" to the one who has died, but 
we can say it to God. King David, 
after he had been an accessory to 
the death of the husband of a 
woman with whom he had commit­
ted adultery, and after the infant 
son born of the adulterous rela tion­
ship had died, cried to God for 
forgiveness. . 

The person who does no_t experi­
ence forgiveness, who contmues 
after months of acute grief to be 
filled with "Why didn't I?" thoughts 
and "If only I could just have it a ll 
to do again" is in a potentially dan­
gerous position. 

Dr. Eugene Kahn, Baylor Medical 
School authority in psychiatry, sug­
gests that the solution to self-pity is 
to feel pity for someone else ~nd 
move in the direction of helping 
that p erson. . 

This sort of emotional mvest­
ment may be a large part of the 
healing we need for d eath's wound . 
Our thoughts will no longer b~ ~n 
what might have been, or 0~ visit­
ing a cemetery plot, or keep~g a 
room "just as it was the last time he 
or she was in it," or on our own 
pains and fears of death. We will be 
freed from bondage to the past to 
move in a meaningful forward 
direction. 

And when the wounds of d eath 
begin to heal most people find that 
their memo~ of the one who died 
is freed from sickbed and casket to 
recall the person he really was:_ 
Laughing, frowning, encoura~mg, 
aging, working, playing, life-size. O 

Excerpted from The Last Tiling We 
Talk About (David C. Cook) by foe 
Bayly who, before his death, serve~ as 
president of David C. Cook. Reprinted 
by permission of David C. Cook 
Publishing Co. 

Job gives car for missions 
Missionaries on home assignment need transportation. Purchasing and 

selling a car for a short time involves considerable loss in depre~a~on. ~he 
Missions Department makes donated vehicles a~ailable to the ~s.1onanes 
thus saving considerable cost. The vehicles, received as a contnbuhon from 
the donor(s), are tax deductible. 

Handing the ket;s to a 1987 Plymouth Reliant to Missionary ~en Bayer (r.), is fv!-r. 
Eugene Job (I.) of Winnipeg, MB. If you have a good used veh1cl~ to dona~e to this 
ministn;, please contact the Missions Department, North American Baptist 
Conference, 1So.210 Summit Ave., Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181-3994. Phone: 
(708) 495-2000. 

DD nr 

More Than 
Head 

Knowledge 
An education at North American 
Baptist Seminary moves b~!:!ond 

head knowledge to include spiritual 
development. The 10: 1 student 
faculty ratio allowsfo'. strong 

mentoring re lationships . °:nd 
spiritual growth opportunities . 

_ Doctor of Ministry 
_ Master of Divinity 
_ M.A in Counseling 
_ M.A in Christian Education 
_ M.A in Re ligious Stu dies 

North American Baptist Seminary 
132 I West 22nd Street 
Sioux Falls. SD 5 7 105 
1-800-843-1300, Ext 801 
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Evidences of 
Sacrificial Giving 

Our Lord said, "Lay 
not up for yourselves 
treasures on earth 
where moth and rust 
corrupt and thieves 
break through to 
steal, but lay up for 
yourselves treasures 
in heaven." 

14 BAPTIST HERALD 

by Herman L. Effa 

I
n my opportunities to minister 
in local churches, overseas, and 
now in the capacity of Missions 

Director, I have seen marvelous ex­
amples of sacrificial g iving. Gener­
ally, the majority of the population 
in the Third World countries are the 
poor. About 80 to 85 percent of their 
income is spent on food. That leaves 
15 to 20 percent for housing, cloth­
ing, transportation, health, educa­
tion, and miscellaneous. Savings ac­
counts a nd retirement programs are 
not even a part of their daily vocab­
ula ry. More often words like "exis­
tence, survival, emergency, a nd mir­
acle" are d aily expressions of con­
cern or gratitude. 

Upon conversion, many of these 
people faithfully bring a ti the (10 
percent) to God's house to support 
the ministry. As I saw them place 
their gift on the alta r, I knew that 
they were not just bringing a tithe, 
but they were making a sacrifice. 
Deep within my heart, I was aware 
of the fact that they would ea t less 
that coming week. 

Recently, a note ca me to my desk 
from Kelowna, BC, regard ing our 
White Cross ministry. It read, "These 
305 recycled plastic pill conta iners 
were collected, cleaned, and packed 
by one of Trinity Baptis t Church's 
senior members." One 80-year-old 
member sewed all 14 quota jackets 
for this year. Much of the astound­
ing success of the White C ross pro­
jects is due to the sacrificial giving 
of time and resources. 

On another one of my mission 
travels, I happened to be in a 

church service where the congrega­
tion had outgrown its facilities. The 
church was voting to vacate its 
building and purchase land for a 
new one. The cost of the land was 
extremely expensive. 

That very day, one of the lad ies, 
who was a part of the bu ilding/ 
planning committee, made a com­
mitment to give. She offered her life­
time savings to that new venture in 
ministry if the church voted favo r­
ably. She would contribute one-sixth 
of the total cost of the new la nd. For 
years, she had saved her funds with 
the hope that someday she might 
own her own apa rtment. On that 
day, she offered all of he r savings 
for the chu rch's minis try. The ex­
pression of inner peace and joy that 
I observed on her face was fa r 
greater than any peace o r content­
ment tha t ever comes to someone 
who is tallying up his investment 
portfolio. 

Our Lord said, "Lay not up for 
yourselves treasures on earth w here 
moth and rus t corrup t and thieves 
break through to stea l, but lay up 
fo r yourselves treasures in heaven." 
By this, the Lord is not saying that 
we shou ld be negligent in p lanning, 
but He did say that our emphasis 
must be on the Kingdom of God 
a nd tha t emphasis expresses itself 
in giving. 0 

The Rev. /-Jerman L. Effa is Missio11s 
Direclor, North American Baptist 
Conference. 

~-------------------------~llSQtltliiiM·l~*dV'~ 

Tithing-
God's Truth for Today 

by Lewis J. Petrie 

"Every man according as he 
purposeth in his heart, so let him 

give; not grudgingly, or of 
necessity: for God loveth a 

cheerful giver." 
2 Corinthians 9: 7 

R
ecently, I a ttended a stewardship seminar where 
the leaders from more than 30 d enominations 
a nd ministries gathered to examine the issue of 

denominational funding. It was interesting to see the 
struggles that were conunon to each denomination as 
they s trove to fund the mission and ministry challenges 
God had called them to fulfill. 

As we d iscussed our various problems at our table, 
we were all surprised when one denom..inational leader 
volunteered to tell us that his denomination had no 
problems in funding their cooperative ministries .. 

H e pointed out that every pastor in his denomma­
tion was required to tithe to the denominational office 
under the very real p rospect of losing h is pastoral cre­
dentials . Those of us at the table chuckled at the "inno­
vative" idea. (Each denominational representative 
agreed that this would be an excellent idea, but d e­
spaired of the reality that it would not work among 
their pastors!) 

This particular leader pointed out over our laughter 
that because each church member already knew that 
their pastor tithed they were more likely to give more to 

their respective local church. Soon there was less laugh­
ter, and more attention given to this quiet denomina­
tional leader. 

It is important that the pastor model principles of 
faithful stewardship. It is difficult to be teaching and 
preaching on a subject if one is not at least striving to 
meet the minimum level of obedience, especially in the 
area of finances. It is probably true there would be less 
worry over financial shortfalls if church leaders would 
take their responsibility as stewards more seriously. 

I am sure there is another spiritual prin ciple I am 
overlooking in this denomination's practice of requiring 
their pastors to tithe. 

I tithe because I believe it honors God. William L. 
Hendricks wrote, "In the final analysis, the Christian's 
relation to tithing can be p roper only if his understand­
ing and experience of God and the redemptive action of 
God is right. From a true knowledge of God grows an 
adequate concept of stewardship a nd only in this 
broader view can tithing be m eaningful for the Chris­
tian." 

Paul wrote, "Let each one do just as he has purposed 
in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion; for 
God loves a cheerful giver." 

Unfortunately, even the scriptural, spiritual practice 
of ti thing can be misunderstood by the sincerest Chris­
tian in his or her zeal to be good steward s before God . 
Our goal in applying the truth of the tithe in our stew­
ardship today is to glorify and honor God in our giving 
to support the work of building the Church of Jesus 
Christ. 

Determine today to implement God's truth of tithing 
in your life! 0 

Tlte Rev. Or. Leiois j . Petrie is 
Oevelop111ent Director, N.A.B. 
Conference, Oakbrook Terrace, IL. 
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Walter Grob­
Cameroon 

Royce and Sue 
Baron-Mexico 

16 BAPTIST HERALD 

Meet Your New Missionaries by Herman L. Effa 

The Missions Board appointed four missionaries to begin serving this fa ll: Betty Buchholz and Walter Grob to minister in 
Cameroon and Royce and Sue Baron to Mexico. Herman Effa, mifsions director, introduces them through biographical sketches. 

Walter Grob and his 
parents, Hans and 
Ursula Grob, are active 
in Mission Baptist 

Church, Hamilton, Ontario. Being 
raised in a Christian home, it was 
natural for Walter to receive Jesus 
Christ as his personal Savior. After 
his baptism, he joined Mission 
Baptist Church. 

About his growth as a Chris tian, 
Walter says, "In my later teens, I 
began to have doubts of the validity 
of the Christian faith. However, 
God's control of things was 
confirmed to me through the role 
model example of my youth leader, 
Mark Woods, and the conversion of 
my sister. 

An active church member, Walter 

At seven years of age, 
Royce Baron received 
Christ as his personal 
Savior. The Rev. Henry 

Schumacher baptized Royce when 
Royce was 12 years old in Fenwood, 
Saskatchewan, where he was born. 

At the Fenwood Baptist Church, 
the Rev. Jake Neudorf cha llenged 
Royce, as a young man, to see 
opportunities for witness and 
ministry in Melville, Saska tchewan. 
It was through the beginning of a 
Sunday school, followed by evening 
services, that eventually led to the 
transfer of the activi ties of Fenwood 
Baptist Church to the city of 
Melville, Saskatchewa n. Royce says 
of his call to missions, "Mother a nd 
Dad (William and Bertha Baron) 

served as a Sunday school teacher, 
an executive in the youth program, 
usher, deacon, and a member of the 
finance and mission committees. 
Walter's interest in missions became 
clearly focused when he went on a 
youth mission venture to Nepal. 
Later, from 1988-91 , he served as a 
short-term missionary at Central 
Treasury in Kumba. Those three 
years at Kumba prepared him to 
serve as the Comptroller for Came­
roon Baptist Convention and Field 
Treasurer for N.A.B. Conference 
missions in Cameroon beginning 
Dec. 19, 1993. 

Pray for Walter as he assumes 
this important position on behalf of 
our missionaries in Cameroon and 
the Cameroon Baptis t Convention. 0 

prayed and encouraged our involve­
ment in missions." 

Sue Risley Baron w rites about her 
conversion experience, "I was saved 
in the kitchen at home w hen I was 
almost four years old. I realized that 
Jesus loved me and died for me. I 
asked Him to come into my life, to 
forgive my sin, and make me His 
child. " At the age of nine, Sue was 
baptized at First Baptist Church, 
Omaha, Nebraska. H er parents are 
Theron and Amenette Ris ley of 
Omaha. 

Royce and Sue were married in 
June 1964. They have three daugh­
ters and one son. Two of their 
daughters are missionaries in 
Mexico. 

l 
Royce studied a t Briercrest Bible 

College, Rio Grande Bible Institute, 
University of Texas, University of 
the Americas, and Northeastern 
Sta te University of Tahlequah. Sue 
received her education at Grace 
College of the Bible and North 
Eastern State University. 

More than 20 years ago, God 
called Royce and Sue to missionary 

Betty Buchholz­
Cameroon 

work in Mexico. Since the North 
American Baptist Conference had 
no ministry in Mexico at that time, 
they served under Gospel Mission­
ary Union and later on with "Go Ye" 
Mission. Their gifts of music, caring, 
evangelism, and discipleship have 
been used of God to establish 
churches as well as train church 
leaders in Mexico. 

& 
"God spoke to me at a 
Billy Graham Crusade. 
To my amazement, I an­
swered the call to receive 

Christ. Things have never been the 
same. I shall never forget the day I 
was baptized. It was New Year's 
Eve. That feeling of cleanness is not 
describable." 

This testimonial marks the begin­
ning of an exciting and consistent 
walk with God for Betty. Betty's par­
ents, Alfred and Alma Buchholz, 
formerly of Aberdeen, South 
Dakota, reside in Dickinson, North 
Dakota. 

Calvary Baptist Church in Aber­
deen, pastored at the time by the 
Rev. Eugene Kern, saw Betty 
through those in itial growing per­
iods of her Christia n life. H illsid e 
Baptist Church in Dickinson and its 
pastor, the Rev. Daryl Dachtler, 
were influential in her continued 
spiritual growth and challenge to 
ministry. Her ministry includes 
serving as a Sunday school teacher, 
pianist, youth sponsor, coordinator 
of chim e choir, a camp counselor, 
and vacation Bible school teacher. 

The N.A.B. Conference Missions 
Board appointed Sue and Royce as 
missionaries in March 1993. They 
returned to Mexico in September to 
join Missionaries Juan and Amanda 
Luna in church planting and 
discip leship ministry in Mexico 
City.O 

During her college years, she was 
involved w ith lnterVarsity Chris­
tian Fellowship. Professionally, she 
is a member of the North Dakota 
a nd Dickinson chapters of CPAs. 

For approximately the last four 
years, Betty considered missionary 
service. "I believe God has 
prompted me," she says, "and 
Pastor Daryl Dachtler has also been 
an influence. I have a heart for 
service. I believe this is a gift from 
God-I must use it." 

Betty w ill fill an urgent need as a 
short-term missionary at Central 
Treasury in Kumba, Cameroon, 
West Africa. The Central Treasury 
serves as a support ministry for all 
of our missionaries as well as the 
national church in Cameroon. 

We urge you to p ray for her as 
she uses her accounting skills at the 
Treasury and her ministry skills in 
the Kumba church and w ith its 
youth group as well as in associa­
tion ministries. Appointed by the 
Missions Board in March 1993, 
Betty leaves for Cameroon in early 
November. 0 
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LIFESTYLE GIVING 

Reducing or A voiding 
Federal Estate Taxes 

M any individuals do not realize that estate taxes are optional taxes. 
You can 1) pay the tax, 2) postpone the tax, or 3) avoid the tax 

completely. 
When you choose to avoid the tax completely, you are really saying 

that Uncle Sam is not your charity of choice. For the federal government 
is, in fact, a charitable organization. 

For an individual, there is no federal estate tax payable for an estate 
valued at less than $600,000. Or for a married couple, if the estate is 
planned properly, taxes can be avoided on the first $1.2 million. 

Everything else is subject to tax, and the tax rate starts a t 37 percent, 
and increases to 55 percent on estates in excess of $3 million. 

Now, back to your three choices. If your estate is in excess of these 
values, you can 
• Pay the tax, and obviously tha t's the most expensive alternative for the 

estate. Or 
• Postpone the tax. Under certain circumstances, where there is a family 

business, there is an option which allows you to postpone estate taxes 
for up to 15 years, with interest only for the first five years at rates as 
low as 4 percent. Or 

• Avoid the tax. To avoid the tax, the property subject to tax is trans­
ferred to a specially designed charitable trust that pays income to a 
charitable organization for a period of years. At the end of the trust 
period, the property is distributed to the family members, either at a 
greatly reduced tax or totally tax-free, depending upon the design of 
the trust. 
So now you know, you have a choice. Is Uncle Sam your charity of 

choice? If not, then you should know that our staff has prepared a spe­
cial planning report, How to Save Estate and Gift Taxes Using a Charitable 
Trust, which we would like to make available to you at no cost or obliga­
tion. 

(Neither the Development Department nor the N.A.8. Conference is engaged 
in rendering legal or tax advice. For advice or assistance in specific cases, the 
services of an attorney should be obtained. The purpose of this article is to pro­
vide information of a general character only.) 

~ ----------- - ---------------------------- -- - - - -- --- ---------------------- - -----, 
' ' 
i o YES! Please send me the special planning report, How to Save Es- i 

i tate and Gift Taxes Using a Charitable Trust. I understand there is 
: no cost or obligation. 
' : Name ____________ ______________ _ 

' Address. __________________________ _ 

City _______________ State ___ Zip _____ _ 

Phone: Daytime ( Evening ( ) ______ _ 

Mail to: Dr. Constantino Salios 
North American Baptist Conference 

1 So. 210 S ummit Ave., Oakbrook Terrace, IL 6018-3994 
Phone: (708) 495-2000 • FAX: (708) 495-3301. 

' ' L-- ----- --- ---------- ---------------------------------------- ---- - -------- --- --.J 
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Name That 
Church! 

Our N.A.B. Conference Her­
itage Commission has 

many unidentified photos. If 
you can identify a photo, please 
send us another picture, present 
address, and historical data. 

Send your answers to N.A.B. 
Heritage Commission, 1605 S. Eu­
clid Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 57105. 
We would love to hear from you.­
Bee Westerman 
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Two Whitecourt 
youth serve 
in Mexico 
• WHlTECOURT, AB. 
Lisa Golding and Jason 
Eisbrenner, two of White­
court Baptist C hurch's 
youth served in Mexico 
City on a summer mission 
trip. They were part of the 
GATEWAY team led by 
Randy and Shelley Schmor 
and Fred and Nancy Folk­
erts. They joined team 
members Mony Fangrad, 
Mike Lehman, Deb Faszer, 
Gretchen Korb, C hrista 
Ohlmann, Ronda Ohl­
mann, and Jesse Salzman. 
They served by distribut­
ing Bibles, doing home vis­
itation evangelis m, con­
ducting VBS, and remodel­
ing the church building­
and experie nced spiritual 
growth. - Arlene Dicka11 

Winnipeg youth 
take "urban plunge" 
• WINNIPEG, MB. Eight 
youth from Fort Richmond 
Baptist Church, ages 12-
25, led by Youth Pastor 
Michael Tachuk went on 
an Urban Plunge. They 
worked with Harry Lehot­
sky and New Life Minis­
tries, liv ing downtown in 
Winnipeg for a week in 
August. The youth put on 
a VBS program. 

"We do no t have to go 
across the world or even 
out of our city to get tha t 
mission experience," says 
Pastor Mike. 

--
The mission trip started 

off with a lot party. The 
entire team planned this 
event. One of the Winni­
peg Blue Bombers shared 
his testimony. The event 
drew 250 people who en­
joyed music, free hotdogs, 
and a great time of build­
ing relationships. 

By the end of the trip, 
the team had developed 
lasting relationships with 
each other, the people 
from New Life Ministries, 
and the children they 
served. 

One team member re­
ported, "It was just great 
to serve the Lord, and help 
one of our sister churches 
for the sake of showing 
God's love and not expect­
ing anything in return!" 

'This mission trip was 
perhaps the most memora­
ble event that FRBC youth 
have ever done," says 
Tachuk. "It will have last­
ing effects on the people 
that it was touched by 

both in our church, New 
Life Ministries, and our 
inner-city. 

Youth serve on 
mission project 
• ALPENA, ML A team of 
22 high school youth and 
adult leaders from Word 
of Life Baptist Church 
spent a week in Reynosa, 
Mexico, to build two 
houses and conduct a VBS 
program. 

Associate Pastor Tim 
Powell was one of the 
church leaders accompa­
nying the team. The Rev. 
Fred Sweet is the pastor. 
-Judy Priest 

Alberta youth 
expenence 
"Mountain Madness" 
• CALGARY, AB. Senior 
highs of Brentview Bap­
tist, Calgary; Central Bap­
tist, Edmonton; and Park 
Meadows Baptist, Leth-

bridge, participated in a 
special weekend retreat, 
"Mountain Madness." 

"About 40 youth went 
into the Rockies to the 
Kananaskis region by char­
tered bus. A nature hike, a 
bear hunt to Troll Falls, 
and a treasure hunt in 
King Creek Canyon kept 
us busy all day," reports 
Harry Hiller. The day 
ended with a great picnic 
by the creek in the shad­
ows of the mountains and 
devotions led by Pastor 
Doug Meyer of 
Lethbridge. 

Sunday morning, Carl 
Bland of the Calgary Stam­
peders shared from his 
own experiences as a 
Christian athlete. At noon, 
a family potluck con­
cluded the weekend w ith 
120 in attendance. "It was 
a grea t time to get to­
gether with senior highs 
w e did not know before," 
says Hiller. D 
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Is Your Church a High-Commitment Church? 

D
uring the past quar­
ter century, thou­
sands of congrega­

tions affiliated with one of 
the "mainline" Protestant 
denominations have 
watched as their member­
ship decreased, their wor­
ship attendance dropped, 
and the size of the Sunday 
school plummeted. Concur­
rently, thousands of other 
churches . . . have grown 
rapidly in size ... attracting 
relatively large numbers of 
people born after 1955. This 
contrast has evoked consid­
erable speculation, but the 
reason behind the growth of 
some congregations and the 
numerical decline of others 
can be summarized in two 
words: Expectations and 
commitment. 

What is the difference be­
tween the 400-member, 90-
year-old congregation that 
now averages 145 at wor­
ship and 65 in Sunday 
school, down from 275 in 
worship and 235 in Sunday 
school 30 years ago, and the 15-year­
old, 300-member church that meets 
in a building two miles away and 
averages 425 in worship and 400 in 
Sunday school? 

One part of the answer often in­
cludes words and phrases such as 
quality, preaching, relevance, enthusi­
asm, the teaching ministry, the attrac­
tiveness of the pastor, evangelism, 
reaching the unchurched, intercessory 
prayer, Bible study, and music. 

Equally important, however, are 
the expectations projected by the 
leaders, both paid and volunteer, in 
that younger, larger, and growing 
church . The leaders project high ex-
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by Lyle E. Schaller 

pecta tions, both by word and by 
their actions. The leaders are deeply 
committed Christians who typically 
place the living-out of their fa ith 
high on their own personal priority 
lis t. The pastor and staff model that 
priority. 

It is not at all unusual to hear a 
volunteer leader explain, "I have 
three priorities in my life: My fam­
ily, my church, and my job, in that 
order." Occasionally, a hobby will 
replace the job as the third priority. 
Some critics, and at leas t a few em­
ployers or fami ly members, may 
correct that sequence to be church, 
famiJy, and hobby, in that order. 

What Is the Most 
Visible Sign? 

It is impossible for sinful 
huma n beings to look into 
the hearts, souls, and 
minds of individuals to 
measure a person's com­
mitment to Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, the easiest-to­
measure s ignals that ema­
nate from the high-commit­
ment churches are behav­
ioral. 

The simplest, and per­
haps the most highly visi­
ble sign, comes from the 
exp ectations projected for 
Sunday morning. The typi­
cal Christian church in 
North America expects ev­
eryone to come together for 
the corporate worship of 
God and hopes at least a 
few will a lso attend Sun­
day school. A fai r number 
see that as an extravagant 
expectation. In these con­
gregations, the Sunday 
morning schedule is de­
signed to project the expec-
tation that everyone w ill 

come either for worship or for Sun­
day school, since both are scheduled 
for the same hour. 

The low-commitment churches 
project the expectation that at least 
one-half of today's members will not 
attend worship by scheduling only 
one service in a room that will ac­
commodate no more than one-half 
of the current membership. 

A variety of m eans can be used to 
discourage the attendance of visi­
tors, such as advertising worship at 
eleven o'clock on the bulletin board 
in front of the building and / or in 
the Yellow Pages and/or in the local 
newspaper and beginning a half 

hour earlier or by choosing unfamil­
iar or tuneless hymns or by skipping 
parts of the liturgy (without an­
nouncement) found in the worship 
book or by dull, wandering, and 
pointless sermons, or by ignoring 
strangers. 

By contrast, the high-commit­
ment churches expect everyone to 
be present for both Sunday s~hool 
and worship. Many of them design a 
three-period schedule that enables 
volunteers to be involved in an 
adult class, teach in the children's 
division, and also participate in cor­
porate worship. The expectation is 
that everyone will be p resent for 
two or three periods of time on Sun­
day morning. If the space is limited, 
the Sunday morning schedule_ may 
be extended to four periods of time. 

A redundant system is used to in­
vite, welcome, and follow up on 
first-time visitors. The expectation 
tha t first-time visitors will be pres­
ent may be reinforced by the ch~ice 
o f a well-known and easy-to-smg 
opening h ymn; by printing the coi:n­
plete order of service in the bulletm; 
by wording all announcements to 
make sense to a stranger; by not re~ 
rimanding the m embers for their 

. b d shortcomings; by not presentmg a, 
news about the state of that church s 
finances; by designing the w~r~hip 
experience to speak to the rebgwus 
needs of pilg rims, searchers, seekers, 
and others on a religious quest; and 
by meaningful (to a stranger) pray­
ers of intercession. 

What It Is Not 
Uninformed critics of these high­

f s commitment churches some ime 
confuse the issue by identifying 

1. t. r funda-them as highly lega 1s 1c o 
h . · f from mentalist or as cults. T is is ar 

accurate. A classic example of a_ le-
. . th·s subject gahst1c approach to 1 . . 

came in 1610, when the colomal legi-
1 . v· . . dopted a three-s atu re m irgm1a a 

level series o f penalties for failure to 

1;.g1A3 ! ! 3 ·I <·113 ;I'' w 

attend Sunday morning worship. 
One failure was punished with for­
feiture of one week's provisions. 
Skipping church twice was pun­
ished by a whipping. The punish­
ment for three unexcused absences 
was death (Witold Rybczynski, 
Waiting for the Weekend, Viking, 1991, 
p.74). 

In today's highly permissive soci­
ety, legalisms are not effective moti­
vators except in a few ultraconserva­
tive religious traditions. 

What Is Expected? 
The vast majority of today's high­

comrnitment churches a re organized 
not around legalisms but, ra ther, 
around expectations. People, both 
members and constituents, are ex­
pected to take seriously the teach­
ings of Jesus. These ch~rches e~pect 
that the life of the believer will be 
transformed by a ccepting Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior. 

These churches expect believers 
to live out their fa ith. That is one 
reason so many people from high­
comrnitment churches volunteer to 
feed the hungry, to spend a few 
weeks working in a mission post on 
another continent, to shelter the 
homeless, to return their tithe to the 
Lord via that congregation, to pray 
for others, to be engaged in a serious 
and continuing study of the Scrip­
tures, to visit those in jail, to help 
plant new missions, to_ express com­
passion toward those m need, to a t­
tend an adult class while their chil­
dren are in Sunday school rather 
than to gather in a comer to drink 
coffee and talk, to invite others to 
come to their church, to welcome 
strangers, to make substantial per­
sonal sacrifices in suppor t of the 
minis try of their church, and to wit­
ness to their fa ith in their place of 
work. 

What Are the Results? 
Products of these high expecta­

tions are • A high level of religious 

and personal commitment by the 
members • Worship attendance fre­
quently exceeds the membership 
• A comparatively high level of both 
personal and financial sup por t for 
m1ss10ns • A disproportionately 
large number of leaders and mem­
bers born after 1945 • Minimal pa r­
ticipation in the contemporary ecu­
menical movement, w hich tends to 
attract lead ers from low-commit­
ment religious traditions • Strong 
group life, where many people find 
the intimacy, sharing, support, and 
nurture they seek • Seven-day-a­
week programming • According to 
economist Laurence Iannaccone, 
members are convinced that their in­
vestment of time, money, commit­
ment, skills, and energy produces 
personal benefits to themselves that 
more than justify that investment. 
The members view their high com­
mitment as a positive cost-benefit re­
lationship. This is one reason, ac­
cording to Iannaccone, that mem­
bers of high-corrunitment churches 
tend to be happier than the mem ­
bers of low-commitment churches. 

These patterns of behavior a lso 
may help to explain why members 
of high-commitment churches are 
more likely than the general popula­
tion to serve as volunteers in non­
sectarian charitable organizations in 
the community in which they reside. 

Finally, it should be added that 
while normal institutional p ressures 
tend to cause a high-commitment 
congregation (or denomination) to 
drift in the direction of low-commit­
ment, a substantial number of lo ng­
established congregations today are 
in the process of reversing that pat­
tern as they project higher expecta­
tions of their members. D 

Copyright © 1992 by Lyle E. Schaller, 
530 North Brainard Street, Naperville, 
IL 60563-3199. 
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Dear Parents, 

God has blessed me with the op­
portunity to teach, guide, serve, dis­
cipline, and work with parents and 
young people for the past 25 years. 
My experiences and my blessings 
have been many as I have worked 
in this "mission field." I cannot tell 
you that all of these experiences 
were good; some were sorrowful, 
tearful, and stressful. But God 
armed me with streng th, and His 
right hand sustained me (Psalm 
18:32, 35). 

It is from these experiences, both 
positive and negative, that I write 
this le tter with the prayer tha t it will 
influence you, as parents, to guide 
your child to the successful comple­
tion of his education and on to his 
choice of life experiences tha t are 
rewarding, sa tisfying, and pleasing 
to God. 

Accept, love, and live 
for the Lord 

There are w hat I call "Two Musts" 
of parenting. The fi rst "Must" is ac­
cept the Lord, love the Lord, and 
live your life for the Lord. If you 
haven't accepted Christ a nd His sav­
ing grace, do so right now. All of us 
have sinned , and the wages of our 
sin is death (Romans 3:23; 6:23), but 
God demonstrated His love for us in 
that while we were sti ll sinners, 
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The author of the following article, Linda Hill Schmeltekopf, is Assistant 
P~incipal for Counseling and Instruction at Hays High School, Kyle, Texas, 
with 1,20~ students in grades 9 through 12. She is also a mother and a grand­
mother. Linda and her husband, Morris, are members of Immanuel Baptist 
Church in Kyle. 

A Letter to Parents 
from a School Administrator 

Christ d ied for us (Romans 5:8). 
Ephesians 2:8 explains that if we put 
our faith in Jesus, we can be saved. I 
pray you w ill trust Christ as your 
Savior and invite Him into your 
heart right now by praying to Him . 
You and your child both need H im! 

If and when you have accepted 
Christ, then live your life (wha tever 
the circumstances) fo r Him. Chil­
dren need examples and role mod­
els of d edicated Chris tians. My 
experience shows that people emu­
late w hat they see in action . If your 
child sees you living a life of ded ica­
tion to Christ and of the Spiri t 
(Galatians 5:22-23), he is strength­
ened to follow your example. 

I do not believe God ever in­
tended for us to parent in isolation. 
Whatever your fami ly s tyle situ a­
tion, w hen you believe in God and 
walk with Him, He is there to help 
you in your paren ting role, w hether 
it be as a s ingle paren t, two-parent 

family, blended family, or extended 
family. Lean on and tru st God to 
lead and direct you in your parent­
ing role. Pray and ask for God 's 
guidance in your decisions and ac­
tions daily. Pray for your child that 
he may grow in love and knowl­
edge and please Him in every way 
(Colossians 1:10). 

Love your child 
and tell him or her 

The second "Must" is tha t you 
love your child and tell him or her 
every day. Parenting is a full-time 
responsibility that has no room for 
loving and caring about you rself 
first. If you are part of the "me firs t" 
cul~ure, get over it immediately. I 
believe that w hen we have child ren 
we sign a 20-year contract w ith the ' 
child a nd w ith God , the maker of 
this child, to love the child and d ed i­
cate our lives to the rearing of this 
child in a Ch rist-like manner a nd 
Christian a tmosphere. 

Add itional advice, given as an 
educator, w ho has observed the suc­
ces~es and failures of parents as well 
as listened to the revelations of stu­
dents as_ they s~are their thoughts 
and feelings with me, is as follows: 

l ) Know you r child's teachers 
principals, a nd counselo rs and : n­
Iis t them as part of your te~rn for 

your child. Visit them before a prob­
lem arises. Let them know you pray 
f~r them, support them, and appre­
oate their ded ication to your child . 
Stop by for an informa l visit on 
your way to work. Take them out 
for lunch or d inner- w ith no 
strings attached! Invite them to your 
church. Principals want to be in­
volved in the activities of the com­
munity and would enjoy a chance 
to visit your church . 

2) Encourage in volvement of 
your child as well as yourself. Stu ­
dents w ho a re involved in extracur­
ricular activities make better grades 
and have less time to be involved 
w ith the temptations in the world . 
Give of your time and be involved 
in your child's school and its activi­
ties. Demonstra te your interest and 
d esire to be a part of your child's ac­
tiv ities. 

I have observed that w hen par­
ents are a t their child's school and 
involved in the activities, the stu­
d ents have higher academic achieve­
m ent and fewer behavioral prob­
lem s. Give u p a vacation day to vol­
unteer in your child's school. 

3) Support your child's teacher as 
an authority figure w hom your child 
needs to respect. Don' t talk nega­
tively of the teacher and school in 
fro nt of your child. If you have a 
concern or a complaint, ta lk about it 
to the tea cher or p rincipal. 

4) Provide a place and time for 

your child to study. Be involved in 
the child's studies. Be interested in 
their lessons, discuss class activities, 
and ask your child to explain class 
lectures, homework problems, and 
readings to you. Visit with the 
teacher or principal if the nature of 
the information is in violation of 
w hat you and the community be­
lieve should be taught in schools. 

5) Be sure your child is in school 
unless he is seriously ill. Never 
allow him to skip school and never, 
never w rite a bogus note. When you 
allow skipping or truancy, you are 
teaching poor work habits and mod­
eling dishonesty, deceitfulness, and 
lying. 

6) Teach decision-making, prob­
lem solving, and responsibility. A 
child needs to know that he is re­
sponsible for his possessions, his 
homework, and his actions . Make 
the child face his consequences. 
Don' t lie for him. Don't do it for 
him. It may hurt (you and him), but 

it is the way he learns and matures. 
Trust your child, but recognize that 
he can make mistakes and w rong 
decisions. If a problem occurs, do 
not blame others (school, p olice, 
friends, etc.), but realize that the 
child is responsible for his own 
actions and must face the conse­
quences. Do not bail him out of 
any wrongd oing. Make him respon­
sible! 

As you give your child guidance 
through these years of growth and 
education, I pray these suggestions 
are helpful and w ill support you in 
your parenting role. 

Proverbs 22:6 gives a challenge 
and a promise. May you accept the 
challenge to train your child accord­
ing to God's w ill, so he w ill develop 
into adulthood as a believer and fol­
lower of Christ. God bless you and 
your child. 

Sincerely, 
Linda Hill Sc/1meltekopf 0 

Diamonds in the Rough------~ 

by Nancy Lennick 
WMF president 
Dickinson , ND 

W henever our 1993 Biblical Im­
pera tive, "Committed to 

Give," is mentioned, p eople begin to 
see, in their minds, little dollar bills 
floating around . And financial giv­
ing is a very important way in which 
we further the Lord's work toward 
the end that lives are changed. 

Many times, however, it is harder 
for u s to g ive of our time and talents 
tha n it is to pla ce our money in an 
offering pla te a nd go on about our 
busy lives. 

In his song, "Thank you," Ray 
Boltz bea utifully expresses w hat 
will happen w hen we get to heaven: 

We will be thanked by those w hose 
lives have been changed by little 
things we have said or done, unno­
ticed on earth, but proclaimed in 
heaven. 

We often feel we could not make 
a difference in someone else's life, 
but each of us is given gifts to use: 
" . .. Each man has his own gift from 
God" (1 Corinthians 7:7). We need to 
remember that our ability is not so 
important as our availability. If we 
w ill make ourselves available, the 
Lord will do the rest. This is told of 
the Macedonian church: "I testify 
that they gave as much as they were 
able, and even beyond their ability" 
(2 Corinthians 8:3). 

Each day, may we be aware of 
people w ho need an extra smile, a 
hug, or another need met in their 

lives. Then someday, either on this 
earth or in heaven, someone w ill 
say to us, "Thank you for giving to 
the Lord, I am a life that was 
changed."O 

Share Your Ideas 
What Christmas outreach activi­

ties have been effective in helping 
your WMF group minister to the 
women in your commu nity? We'd 
like to p ublish your id eas in a fu­
ture issue of the Baptist Herald to 
share w ith the women of our Con ­
ference. 

Send a brief d escription of the 
outreach activity / program and 
the name of the WMF contact per­
son in your church to Pam Are nds, 
17105 Barnstable Drive, Rockville, 
MD 20855. 
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CHALLENGED TO GROW 

Iowa Association holds 
annual ladies retreat 

• LANSING, IA. The 16th 
annual Iowa Association 
Ladies Retreat was held at 
Village Creek Bible Camp, 
Lansing, IA. Forty-two 
women enjoyed musical 
numbers, skits, readings, 
and crafts. 

Guest speaker, Mrs. 
Helen Zurbriggen, Elgin, 
IA, spoke about reconcil­
ing yourself to your fam­
ily, the people in the com­
munity, and God and how 
to be a more effective wit­
ness to the lost. 

An offering of $825 was 
presented to the Camp. 
Next year, the retrea t will 
be April 8-10.-Barbara 
Hackmann 

Portland church 
participates in 
50 Day Adventure 

• PORTLAND, OR. Dr. 
Donald Richter, pastor of 
Trinity Baptist Church, led 
more than half of the con­
gregation in the 50 Day 
Adventure daily devotion 
plan. 

Morris church 
chases away blues 

• MORRJS, MB. The con­
gregation of Morris Baptist 
Church participated in a 
variety of activities during 
one month last winter. 

They took a trip to Ha­
waii on a mockup jet plane 
complete with sound ef­
fects and flight personnel. 
They landed at a beautiful 
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beach with blue sky and 
ocean, flowers, palm trees, 
a nd beach furniture. The 
vacationers wore appropri­
ate dress, and enjoyed 
games, songs, a travel vi­
deo, and Hawaiian lunch. 

They visited a loca l se­
nior citizens home where a 
church member showed 
slides of Australia. 

At the annual WMF 
program, Pastor Del and 
Mrs. Evelyn Bertsch 
showed slides of their trip 
to Cameroon. 

Two church ladies 
planned a Family Night 
with music, skits, a medi­
tation, and refreshments. 

Two other events in­
cluded celebrating church 
birthdays with a Musical 
Request Night and sam­
pling 20 decorated birth­
day cakes as well as an 
evening at the local ice 
arena for skating and 
hockey.-Cynthia Berg­
stresser 

Minitonas church has 
"Drive-in Church" 
during the summer 

• MINITONAS, MB. For 
the past two years, Firs t 
Baptist Church, Minitonas, 
MB, has held evening ser­
vices on the parking lot of 
the Church. A flatbed 
trailer is pulled to a n ap­
propria te place against the 
building and a sound sys­
tem hooked up for the 
eight piece musical combo, 
the "Minitones." 

The Minitones start 

playing at 7:20 and con­
tinue into the service time 
of 7:30 until 7:40. That al­
lows plenty of time for cars 
to drive onto the lot where 
they are aided in parking 
by the ushers. People can 
chose to stay in their vehi­
cles or sit in seats provided 
in front of the platform. 
Some bring their own 
chairs and sit by their cars. 
What people do is partly 
dictated by the weather. 

The service consists of 
six special numbers, some 
brief, relevant announce­
ments, and a message 20 
minutes long that presents 
the gospel. The message is 
broken into two parts by 
two special numbers. This 
keeps the service light. 
One of the announce­
ments, given earlier, is that 
there will be coffee and 
cookies after the service. 
This is repeated after the 
service is closed by a final 
special number and 
prayer. Coffee time is 
probably the most fruitfu l 
period of the service. It 
gives opportunity for 
churched and unchurched 
to fellowship. 

The attraction of the ser­
vice is that it is different. 
Using the name "Drive-in 
Church" captures people's 
imagination. "Though not 
everyone agrees with it, 
most of our people enjoy it 
and throw their weight be­
hind it," comments Pastor 
Ron Kelway, a t the time. 

It is useful in that the 
meeting is advertised, 
"Come in your ca r; come as 
you are." People come, es­
pecially the members of 
First Baptist, others w ho 
have no evening services, 
and many who don' t go to 
church at a ll. They hea r the 
gospel. As our Church 
touches more unchurched 
people, this kind of service 

as well as meetings like 
Sunday school picnics will 
serve to build a bridge for 
new ones to cross into the 
regular services of the 
Church," says Kelway. 

Emery church holds 
family life conference 

• EMERY, SD. Dennis 
and Jill Eenigenburg, pas­
tor and wife at North 
Highlands Bible Church, 
Dallas, TX, were the guest 
speakers at the Family Life 
Conference at First Baptist 
Church. 

The topics included 
"Husband," "Wife," "Five 
Purposes of Marriage," 
"Five Threats to a Healthy 
Marriage," "God's Plan for 
Marriage," "Communica­
tion," and "Intimacy and 
Building a H eritage." The 
Rev. Charles P. Davis was 
pastor at the time. -Mar­
gie Fluth 

Round Lake church 
purchases land 

• GLADWIN, MI. The 
Round Lake Baptist 
Church (a rural church) 
purchased 20 acres of land 
one mile from the ci ty lim­
its. Groundbreaking is pro­
jected for spring 1994. 
More than 150 people at­
tended the Land Dedica­
tion Service and Sunday 
school picnic held at the 
new site. The Rev. Robert 
Brown is the pastor.-Mrs. 
Jenn f urgense11 

Muller speaks at 
Minitonas church 

• MINITONAS, MB. Dr. 
Willy Muller spoke on 
family and communication 
at First Baptist Church. 

"The talks were dy­
namic, and those attending 
were left with many prin­
ciples to apply to their ev-

eryday lives," reports Mon­
ica Muller. 

South Canyon church 
expands its ministry 

• RAPID CITY, SD. South 
Canyon Baptist Church 
has added church planters, 
Denis and Lori Friederich, 
in Mechanicsburg, PA, to 
its mission budget. 

Missionaries David and 
Mary June Burgess, Cam­
eroon, were the speakers at 
the Church's missions con­
ference. 

The membership care 
ministry expanded with 
H.O.M.E. (helping others 
meet emergencies), which 
provides meals to Church 
people in times of illness 
and help for homes with 
new babies. The care sec­
tions were sub-divided 
with care leaders for 
smaller groups to provide 
a greater level of support. 

A new Church constitu­
tion has been adopted w ith 
new elders chosen and 
new ministry teams ap­
pointed for worship, disci­
p leship, fellowship, w it­
ness, steward ship, and 
spiritua l gifts. The spiritual 
gifts minis try team, a year­
round personnel mana ge­
ment group, helps a maxi­
mum number of people 
find a p lace for 11"1inistry. 

"Our vision as a Church 
is to have our ministry 
tea ms provide devotional 
Bible study and prayer, 
support for members 
within the group, and han­
dle administrative duties 
for our teaching, training, 
service, and witness goals," 
reports Wanda Decker. 
"The supreme goa l is to be 
a community of LOVE 
w here worship to God, 
ca re for each other, and 
co ncern fo r others outside 
ou r Church motivate us to 

be truly UNSELFISH in 
likeness to our Sovereign 
Lord Jesus Christ." 

Eight new members 
were welcomed into the 
fellowship of South Can­
yon Baptist Church. The 
Rev. Ralph Cooke is pas­
tor. 

Central Baptist 
hosts German Faith 
Conference 

• KITCHENER, ON. The 
annual German Faith Con­
ference was held at Central 
Baptist Church, with Dr. 
Reinhold Kerstan as the 
guest speaker. 

"Although it is always a 
happy occasion to greet 
and worship with our 
brothers and sisters from 
neighboring churches, it is, 
however, sad to see that 
since the decision was 
made to speak on ly Ger­
man at the Faith Confer­
ence and only English at 
the Eastern Association 
sessions, the German 
group has been declining. 
The Mass Choir, not a 
mass choir anymore, is 
now a fair choir of some 60 
people," reports Irene 
Noack, Mission Baptist 
Church, Hamilton, ON. 

Napier Parkview 
teens attend 
Word of Life Camp 

• BENTON HARBOR, 
Ml. Youth Pastor Cal Al­
d erink along with other 
sponsors, took eight teens 
to the Word of Life Camp 
in Schroon Lake, NY. 

"Most of the teens re­
newed their commitment 
to Christ with one teen 
making a decision of sa lva­
tion," reports Millie En­
ders . "Some made a vow to 
mainta in sexua l purity 
until ma rriage." The Rev. 
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John Kaufield is the senior 
pastor. 

COMPELLED TO SERVE 
Hamilton members 
attend area meetings 

• HAMILTON, ON. The 
annual Ladies' Retreat of 
the Eastern Association 
was held June 11-13 in 
Guelph, ON. 

Many of Mission Baptist 
Church gathered for the 
annual Family Camp at 
Miller Lake, ON- a special 
time to interact informally. 

About 170 German se­
niors of the Golden Horse­
shoe churches met at Mis­
sion Baptist for fellowship 
and dinner with the Rev. 
John Goetz as speaker. 

The German Seniors of 
area N.A.B. Conference 
churches camped at Miller 
Lake and enjoyed the fel­
lowship. 

A special evening of 
n'\Usic and testimony pro­
gram by "Integrity" of 
N.A.B. College was a wel­
come change at the 
Church. 

Serving two language 
groups, Mission Baptist 
Church ministers to an av­
erage of 97 in the German 
service and 118 in the En­
glish Sunday morning ser­
vice. 

The Church plans a 40th 
a nniversary celebration in 
Ma rch 1994. You are in­
vited 1-1 rrnc Noack 

Missionaries visit 
Boca Raton church 

• BOCA RATON, FL. 
Among the missionaries 

visiting Evangel Baptist 
Church have been the 
Richard Kaiser family, 
who served in Brazil; Flor­
ence Miller, retired after 30 
years in Japan; and David 
Burgess, who served in Af­
rica. The Rev. Paul Meister 
serves as the pastor.-Bea 
Pankratz 

Native Camp has 
successful summer 

• SPRINGSIDE, SK. Good 
Spirit Native Camp was a 
great success again th~s 
sununer w ith many deo­
sions, many conflicts with 
the spiritua l enemy, and 
many visible demonstra­
tions of Christ's power. 

The Camp was not able 
to accommodate all the 
Native children who regis­
tered-31 had to be turned 
away. . 

Pastor Alan Powell is 
serving as the new di rector 
of the Ca mp, succeeding 
Pastor Richard Grabke. 
Deanne Ana ka has served 
for a number of years as 
coordinator of the Ca n1.p . 
- Richard Gm/Ike 

Redeemer celebrates 
100 years of ministry 

• ST. PAUL, M . Hav ing 
roots in the First Bap tist 
Church of St . Pa ul, M , lb 
German Baptists began c1_ 

church at the corne r ot 
13th a nd Ca nada St reets in 
St . Pau l on Aug . J, 1 H7:\ 

Twentv vea rs lc1tcr , thi" 
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congregation built a new 
building on the east side of 
St. Paul at Fifth and Men­
dota. To identify with the 
new neighborhood, the 
First German Baptist 
Church changed its name 
to Dayton's Bluff Baptist 
Church. 

In 1968, the congrega­
tion built a larger building 
in Oakdale, MN, and it is 
presently called Redeemer 
Baptist. On Aug. l , 1993, 
the congregation cele­
brated its anniversary with 
a personal thanksgiving 
communion worship ser­
vice-a time of remem­
brance and renewed faith. 

With the beginning of 
1993, the congrega tion 
began collecting coins each 
day to be given to the Bap­
tist World Alliance for 
world hunger. The final 
collection day was the a n­
niversary Sunday, Aug. 1. 
Following the potluck din­
ner, the Church counted 
up the coins for a total of 
$865. 

The focus of the potluck 
dinner was to help the con­
gregation understand the 
depth of world hunger. 
The morning church bulle­
tins, printed on three dif­
ferent colors of paper, rep­
resented three populations 

of the world. Half of the 
congregation received a 
color that placed them in 
the poverty-s tricken people 
group. A majority of the 
second half were of the de­
veloping countries, and a 
small minority received the 
color of the productive 
countries. This smaller pro­
ductive section was served 
at a fine table set w ith 
china and silver. A piano 
provided warm, friendly 
music as the table server 
provided this minority 
with a feast. 

The other less fortunate 
sections dined on bread 
and water. The poverty­
s tricken group met in a hot, 
close room with one loaf of 
bread and a pail of dirty 
(tea stained) water. 

"Once some explanation 
was given concerning the 
conditions of each group, 
the curtains were opened 
so all could see the o ther 
groups. It helped people to 
understand the lack o f as 
well as the abundance of 
food," says Pastor Eric 
Coulon. 

September 19 was a sec­
ond specia l day of anniver­
sary celebration with Dick 
and Dottie Anthony pre­
senting a sacred concert. 

COMMITTED TO GIVE 

BC Association holds 
45th annual meeting 

• KELOWNA, BC. Lake­
view Heights Baptist 
C hurch hosted the 45th an­
nual British Columbia As­
socia tion meetings. One 
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hundred and fifty-five del­
egates registered, and rep­
resentatives from the Inter­
national Office, College, 
Seminaries, and Green Bay 
Camp were recognized as 
specia l guests. 

"Highlights of the meet-

ings and services included 
a series of excellent mes­
sages on the Biblical Im­
perative, "Committed to 
Give," given by the Rev. 
James Fann, church plant­
ing director, N.A .B. Con­
ference," reports June 
Hunt. "Mr. Fann used 
unique and thought-pro­
voking scripture and 
illustrations in challenging 
us to give back to the Lord 
our time, talents, and fi­
nancial resources." 

The Association has be­
come multi-cultural with 
two Chinese congrega­
tions. Reports were given 
from various ethnic groups 
currently meeting in 
N.A.B. churches: Filipino 
groups in two churches, a 
Spanish Mission, a Hun­
garian Mission, a Canton­
ese Chinese group, a North 
American Indian group, 
and possibly a Portuguese 
group a malgama ting with 
another church. 

The hand of fellowship 
was extended to Firs t Bap­
tist Church of Oroville, 
WA, as this Church was 
welcomed into the British 
Columbia Association. 

Saskatchewan 
Association holds 
annual meeting 

• EBENEZER, SK. Ebene­
zer Baptis t Church hosted 
the Saskatchewan Associa­
tion annual meeting with 
the theme, "Committed to 
Give ." 

Eighty-five ladies a t­
tended the ladies' lun­
cheon and annual m eeting 
with the theme, "The Gift 
Goes On." Mrs. Lilyane 
Bienert, missionary to Bra­
zil, was the guest speaker. 

Forty men a ttended the 
men's luncheon and heard 
guest speaker, the Rev . 
James Fann, church p lant-

ing director of the N.A.B. 
Conference. 

An offering of $565 was 
taken for the Rio Grande 
do Sul Baptist Seminary 
(Brazil) Scholarship Pro­
gram. 

Two workshops were 
conducted: "Rich Enough 
to Invest," by James Fann, 
and "Invest Enough to Be 
Rich," Missionary Keith 
Bienert. 

On Friday evening, 130 
people heard special musi­
cal selections from various 
churches and speaker Lily­
ane Bienert. 

New officers were in­
stalled. One item of busi­
ness that was encouraged 
to continue to pursue was 
W.O.R.D. Ministries­
Winning Our Rural Dis­
tricts for Christ. 

The Rev. Kurt Red ­
schlag of Edmonton Bap­
tist Semina ry, spoke to 110 
p eople at the Association 
banquet. 

Mr. Fann spo ke at the 
Sunday morning worship 
service at Ebenezer Baptist 
Church and again at the 
closing rally. The Rev. 
Wayne Jorstad is the pas­
tor of Ebenezer Baptist 
Church.-Marthn Dreger 

Jamesburg church 
burns mortgage 

• JAMESBURG, NJ . First 
Baptist Church he ld a 
mortgage burning cere­
mony to retire the mort­
gage obta ined 17 years ago 
fo r building their present 
facil ity. 

The Rev. John Ziegler, 
area minister, broug ht the 
message tha t the power of 
the presence of the Lord is 
always with us. A time of 
reflection and recogn it ion 
fo llowed the service. The 
Rev. Fred Fowler is the 
pastor.- lnnn Norman 

Herreid church gives 
for camp ministry 

• HERREID, SO. An an­
nual chili/knoepfla soup, 
sandwich, and pie d inner 
was held to sponsor two 
days of camp at Crystal 

Springs Baptist Youth 
Camp in Medina, ND. The 
offering given was $831-
exceeding the goal once 
again this year.-Wanda 
Berndt 

COMMANDED TO CARE 

Central Baptist Home 
receives top rating 

• NORRIDGE, IL. In 
March 1993, the Illinois 
State Inspection of Care 
Team did its annual sur­
vey a t Central Baptist 
Home, Norridge, IL, and 
the H ome received one of 
the best ratings ever. One 
State employee described 
Central Baptist Home as 
the "Cadillac of nursing 
homes." 

An independent consu l­
tant did a multi-day re­
view and said , "CBH, in all 

levels of care, rates ex­
tremely high and is being 
p rov ided for by caring and 
sensitive staff who are cer­
tainly operating in the best 
interest of the residents." 

A survey done for 
AAHA homes by Ernst & 
Young related data for 
comparison purposes 
which shows Central Bap­
tist H ome's rate increases 
for entrance fees and 
monthly rates, for the past 
five years, to be one per­
cent less per year than the 
national average. 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Lehr Church 
marks 75 years 

• LEHR, N D. Ebenezer 
Baptist Church, Lehr, N D, 
celebrated its 75th anniver­
sary June 26-27, 1993. Dr. 
Gideon Zirnmerman, Lou­
isville, KY, was the guest 
speaker a t the banquet. 

Zimmerman, a son of 
the Church, spoke on "Our 
Faith Journey," and how 35 
million people in the U.S. 
trace their history back to 
Russia a nd the Bessarabia, 
including the people in 
Mcintosh County . It was 
their faith in God a nd hope 
for a better future that 
brought them to this coun­
try. Prayer and love for 
one another s ustained 
them throug h the m any 

trials they encountered 
through the years. The 
Reverends Ben Zimmer­
man and Jacob Ehman, 
also sons of the Church, 
spoke. 

Ehman, speaking on 
"Thus Far Up to This 
Time," stated that God has 
been w ith us, blessed us, 
and will continue to bless 
us. The Berlin Baptist 
Church of Fredonia was 
the mother church of 
Ebenezer. At one time, 
there were fou r stations 
p lus the Lehr Church. Out 
of these s tations, 11 m en 
entered the ministry and 
one woman was a member 
of God's Volunteer Team. 
The Rev. Arnold M. Friez 
is the pastor.-Gm:::e Friez 
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Chancellor church 
celebrates 100 years 
of ministry 

• CHANCELLOR, SD. 
Firs t Baptist Church cele­
brated 100 years of minis­
try, July 30-Aug. 1. The 
theme, "Reflecting the 
Ligh t," was emphasized 
through music and mes­
sages. Matthew 5:16, the 
challenge verse, kept atten­
tion focused on the reason 
for our existence. Several 
services a lso emphasized 
memories and history o f 
the Church. 

Former pastors, Dr. 
Herman Effa, N.A.B. mis­
sions director, and Rev. 
Harry Haas, South Dakota 
a rea nlinister, served as 
guest speakers. 

To provide a living 
memory in honor of those 
who p receded in the min­
istry, a spruce tree was 
p lanted. 

Former pastor, the Rev. 
Steve Corum, presided at 
the dedication of a new 
communion set and led in 
the celebration of the 
Lord' s Supper. 

"The challenge was ap­
parent, though 100 years 
have passed, our work as 
God's vehicle o f nlinistry 
is not diminished," reports 
Ray DeNeui. "It is our 
commitment that as long 
as we are granted time and 
oppor tunity, we w ill ' re­
flect the light' ." 

Vancouver women 
celebrate 65 years 

• VANCOUVER, BC. The 
Ladies Missionary Society 
of Ebenezer Baptist 

Church celebrated their 
65th anniversary, June 13. 
The guest speaker was Ber­
nice Strohschein, wife of 
Interim Pastor Allan 
Strohschein. The p rogra m 
included scripture reading, 
prayer, musical numbers, 
highlights of the past, rec­
ognition of one char ter 
member, and a tiine of 
looking ahead. 

"We are grateful and 
thankful to the Lord for 
His grace, guidance, and 
love through 65 years of 

Him'" reports serving 
Delila Cichon. 

Wedding 
Anniversaries 

Congratulations to the 
following on the celebra­
tion of 50 years of mar-

riage: Bill 
Mr. and Mrs. . 

Smith, First Baptist 
Church, Steamboat Rock, 
IA; Mr. and Mrs. Wally 
Stabbert, Springfield, OR, 
former m embers of Cal­
vary Baptist Church, Ta-

WA February 1993; coma, , 
Mr. and Mrs. Herb Oon~t, 
~AcDermot Ave. Baptist 
Church, Winnipeg, MB, 
May 8; Mr. and Mrs. ~l 
Birchman, Calvary Baptis t 
Church, Tacoma, WA, 
June 11. 

Celebrating more than 
50 years of marriage are 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Zinser McDermot Ave. 
Baptis; Ch urch, Winnipeg, 
MB, 65 years, May 8, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Emil 
Guddat, Evangel Baptist 
Church, Boca Raton, FL, 60 
years. 
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IN MEMORIAM 

• JOHN BURKHARDT (91), Bis­
marck, ND; born April 14, 1902, to 
Reinhard and Magdelena (Walker) 
Burkhardt in Odessa, Russia; died 
Aug. 3, 1993; immigrated to America 
settling in Linton, ND; married Beatta 
Wacker in 1934, who predeceased 
him in 1979; active member, deacon 
board- three terms, Bismarck Baptist 
Church; survived by three daughters: 
Colleen (Jim) Bader, Eau Claire, WI; 
Charolette (Jim) Stuber, Lakewood, 
CO; Alberta (W ill) Pfenning, Casper, 
WY; seven grandchildren; three great­
grandchild ren; the Rev. Darw in Stahl 
and Dr. John Thielenhaus, pastors, fu­
neral service. 

• CARL FISCHER (94), Aberdeen, 
SD; born Jan. 14, 1899, to Chris tian 
and Friedricka (Trefz) Fischer near 
Ashley, ND; died Aug. 24, 1993; mar­
ried Ida Schrenk, Oct. 29, 1922, who 
predeceased him Jan. 18, 1984; mem­
ber, Johannestal Baptis t Church; 
served on rural school board; active 
member, chair of the board of trus t­
ees, chair of building committee, 
men's quartet, and choir, Ashley 
(ND) Baptist Church; predeceased by 
his parents, four brothers, and two sis­
ters; su rvived by his son, Wayne 
(Donna); two grandchildren; one 
great-grandchild; two brothers, Sam 
and Emmanuel; Dr. Harold E. Salem, 
pastor, fu neral service. 

• HENRY HUFNAGEL (67), Valley­
view, AB; born Feb. 28, 1926, to Chris­
tian and Christina Hufnagel in Bony­
had, Hungary; d ied May 12, 1993; 
married Adina Florkowski April 3, 
1954; active member, man of prayer, 
Sunday School teacher, choir mem­
ber, deacon, treasurer, trustee, men's 
quartets, Emmanuel Baptis t Church, 
Valleyview, AB; survived by his wife, 
Adina; two sons: Daniel (Bonnie) and 
David (Theresa); two grandchildren; 
and seven s isters: Christina Scha tz, 
Lydia (Martin) Tepper, Kathy (Herb) 
Schlitt, Helen (Bob) Thompson, Eve­
lyn (Eberhard ) Hees, Ru th, Marilyn 
(David) Westworth; three brothers: 
Joseph (Lydia), Daniel (Evelyn), Jacob 
(Bertha). 

• LYDIA SCHUH (101 ), Napoleon, 
ND; born Nov. 25, 1891, to Fred erich 
and Katherine (Grenz) Haas in Mcin­
tosh County, ND; died July 21 , 1993; 
married Gottlieb Zimmerman in 1913, 
who predeceased her in 1940; married 
Adam Schuh in 1943; charter mem­
ber, fa ithful, eager to serve, Sunday 
School teacher, WMF, Na poleon Bap-
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tist Church; survived by t\.vo sons; 
five daughters-in-law, 11 grandchil­
dren; eight great-gra ndchild ren; one 
great-great-grandchild; one sister; the 
Rev. Edward Kopf, pas tor, funeral ser­
vice. 

II EMMA KIRSCHMAN (77), Leola, 
SD; born March 31, 1915, to Fred a nd 
Louise (Dohn) Loebs; d ied June 12, 
1992; married Jacob Kirschman, Oct. 
12, 1941; member, Leola (SD) Baptis t 
Church; survived by one daughter, 
Shelby Jean Johns ton, Ellendale, ND; 
two grandchildren; one sister, Lad ena 
Ketterling; the Rev. Perry Schnabel, 
pastor, funera l service. 

• CAROLYN ONTJES SHERMAN 
(85), Waverly, IA; bornJa n.1 , 1908, to 
Andrew and Louise Ontjes in Apling­
ton, IA; died July 18, 1993; married 
Harm H. Sherman, June 2, 1936; ac­
tive mem ber, Aplington Ba ptis t 
Church; editor of "Broadcast" and En­
glish program packet; National Presi­
d ent of Women's Missionary Union, 
N.A.B. Conference, 1961-64; member, 
N.A.B. Conference Long-Range Plan­
ning Committee; secretary to Dr. 
Frank Veninga, former president, 
N.A.B. Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD; su­
perintend ent, Apling ton Community 
Bible School for 29 years; active in 
Iowa Associa tion, North western Con­
ference; active in music; Sunday 
school teacher; high school teacher; 
su rvived by three sis ters: Fred a Chest­
nut, Evelyn (Walter) Paul, Dr. Eunice 
Schmidt; sister-in-law, Gertrude 
Ontjes; the Reverends Marlin Mohr­
man and Donald Pa tet, pastors, fu­
neral service. 

• OTILA MAUC H VENlNGA (80), 
Minneapolis, MN; born Sept. 17, 1912, 
to Mr. and Mrs. Philip Mauch of 
Goodrich, N D; died June 5, 1993; mar­
ried Frank Veninga, Sept. 1, 1940; 
member, Faith Baptist Church, Minne­
apolis, MN; sought-after speaker dur­
ing the 1940s-1960s for Baptist a nd in­
terd enominational women's groups; 
gifted vocal is t; mem ber, Sunshine 
Gospel Trio in the 1930s, performing 
at churches, colleges, retreats, a nd on 
radio s tations, performed at the 1939 
World 's Fair, New York City; gradu­
ate, Moody Bible Institute, Chicago; 
attended Wheaton College Conserva­
tory, Wheaton, IL; pastor's wife, fi rst 
woman elected to the Genera l Coun­
cil of the N.A.B. Conference; d irector 
of Christian ed ucation and music, 
First Christia n C hurch, Sioux Falls, 
SD; organi.wd N.A.B. Seminary Guild 

for student w ives; tea m-teacher w ith 
husband Frank, president of N.A.B. 
Seminary, Siou x Falls, SD; author, a 
booklet, God 's Grace Is Sufficie11 t; pre­
deceased by one brother and two s is­
ters; su rvived by her husba nd, Fra nk; 
two sons: Robert (Ka ren), St. Pau l; 
James (Catherine), Austin, TX; one 
daughter, Joyce (Gerald) Anderson, 
Salem, OR; three grandchildren; two 
sis ters: Alma George and Patricia 
Buckholtz; two bro thers: Edward and 
Herman (Margaret); brother-in-law, 
Herbert Scott, the Rev. Ha rvey Mehl­
haff, pastor, funeral service. 

Memorial gifts may be designated for 
a sclzolarsltip for a female student at 
N.A.B. Se111 i11ary, Sioux Falls, SD, in 
her name. 

• MARGARETHA WfESCHOLLEK 
(72), Holiday, FL; born Oct. 8, 1921, to 
Johann and Aloisia Polzer in Giess­
hueber / Olmuetz, Maehren; died April 
27, 1993; ma rried the Rev. Wilhelm 
Wieschollek, May 10, 1940; served 
with her husband at severa l Baptis t 
churches in Germany; immigrated to 
Canada in 1957; minis tered as a lov­
ing wife and helpmate and with her 
gifts ministered w ith her husba nd to 
many German-speaking Baptis t 
churches in Canada and U.S.A.; mem­
ber, Rid gewood Baptis t Church, 
Brookfield, WI; survived by her hus­
band, Wilhelm; three d aughters: In­
grid Sawall; Ruth (H erbert) Herzog; 
Ilse (Robert) Sanders; one son, Nor­
bert (Elli); 12 grandchildren; one great­
gra ndchild; Dr. Ronald Read and the 
Rev. Elvin Schuelke, pastors, memo­
rial service. 

• LYNDA ZfMM ERMAN (76), 
Kelowna, BC; born April 19, 1916, to 
the Rev. and Mrs. Jacob Rempel in 
Whitemouth, MB; died April 2, 1993; 
s truck with polio and paralyzed from 
the waist down, 1928; her commit­
ment to Christ enabled her to face 
life's challenges and disappointments; 
married Oscar Zimmerman in 1956; 
baptized in 1936 by the Rev. Edmond 
Mi ttelsted t; graduated Christian 
Training Institute, Edmonton, AB, 
1946; received ARCT music d egree; 
authored, Wlte11 the Hedges Are Down; 
moved to Kelowna, BC, from Morris, 
MB, 1968; fa ithful member, music 
gifts, Lakeview Heights Baptist 
Chu rch, Kelowna, BC; survived by 
her husband, Osca r; one brother, 
Wald emar (Olive) Rem pel; the Rever­
ends Randy Hein richs and Ed Hohn, 
pastors, fu nera l service. 

Ordination 
• Mr. Kenneth David Peterson was 
ordained into the Christian ministry 
on Sunday, April 16, 1993, a t River­
v iew Baptist Church, West St. Paul, 
MN. From 1988 to 1991, he served as 
p art-time youth pastor, and following 
his graduation from Bethel Seminary 
in 1991 became full-time assistant pas­
tor for education and outreach. Partic­
ipating in the service were senior pas­
tor, the Rev. Harold Lang, ordination 
message and prayer; the Rev. Harvey 
Mehlhaff, Fa ith Baptis t Church, Min­
neapolis, charges to the church and 
candidate; and the Rev. Eric Coulon, 
Redeemer Baptist Church, Oa kdale, 
MN, ordination certi.ficate.-Patti 
Nelson 

• Mr. Dennis Gulley was ordained 
into the Chris tian ministry, June 13, 
1993. H e is the youth pastor at Beth­
a ny Baptist, Portland, OR. 

• Mr. Steve Burrell was ordained into 
the Christian ministry on May 15, 
1993, by Cypress Baptis t Churc_h, 
Lynnwood, WA. Participating.1~ the 
service were the Reverends Wilham 
Neumann, sermon; Larry Neufeld, 
charge to the candidate; Gordon 
Bauslaugh, charge to the church; and 
LeRoy Schauer, prayer. 

• Mr. Roland Grenier was ordained 
into the Chris tian ministry, May 23, 
1993, by Mission Baptis t Church, 
Winnipeg, MB. 

Retirements 
•The Rev. Manuel D. Wolff retired 
from active minis try, July 31, 1993. 
Orda ined at Grace Baptist, Grand 
Forks, ND, May 27, 1953, he served 
the following churches: pastor, Grace 
Baptist, Gackle and Alfred, N D, 
l 953-58; assis tant pas tor, Grosse 
Pointe Baptis t, Grosse Pointe ~oods, 
MI, 1958-60; pastor, First Baphst, 
Auburn, MI, 1960-67; Firs t Baptist, 
Emery, SD, 1967-73; Firs t Baptist, 
Ellinwood, KS, 1973-81; Bismarck 
Baptist, N D, 1981-88; and Turtle Lake 
Baptis t, N D, 1989-1993. H~ served .as 
a n interim teacher, Ma mb1lla Baphst 
Theological School, Nigeria, West 
Africa. The Wolffs reside in Tulsa, 
OK.-Phyllis Bauer 

•The Rev. Gordon J. Voegele re­
tired from the pastorate of Ashley 
Baptist Church, Ashley, ND. Ordained 
by Firs t Baptist, Hebron, ND, on June 
2, 1958, Pastor Voegele served the fol­
lowing churches: Germantown Bap­
tis t, Cathay, ND, 1958-60; First Bap­
tis t, Underwood, ND, 1960-63; Mem­
ory Lane Baptis t, Wichita, KS, 1963-
68; Temple Baptist, Jamestow n, ND, 
1968-73; Mountain View Baptis t, 
Spearfish, SD, 1973-77; Walnut Hills 
Baptist, Englewood, CO, 1977-79; Im­
manuel Baptist, Beulah, ND, 1979-90; 
and Ashley Baptist, ND, 1990-1993. 
He and his wife reside in Bismarck, 
ND. 

Transition 
• Mrs. William (Delores) Boutwell, 
former N .A.B. Conference missionary 
to Cameroon, died July 18, 1993. 

Ministerial Changes 
•The Rev. Dorcy Tate, Bellwood, IL, 
to interim pastor, Firs t Baptist Church, 
Bellwood, IL, effective July 1993. 

•The Rev. Dale (Bud) Fuchs from as­
sociate director, Missions Department, 
N.A.B. Conference International Of­
fice, to associate pastor for youth and 
ministry development, Pineland Bap­
tist Church, Burlington, ON, effective 
Aug. 1, 1993.-Dorotliy Trost 

•The Rev. Ron Kelway from pastor, 
Firs t Baptist Church, Minitonas, MB, 
to senior pastor, Central Baptis t 
Church, Kitchener, ON, effective Aug. 
15, 1993. 

•Mr. John Stolz to pas tor of youth 
minis tries, Cascade Park Baptis t 
Church, Vancouver, WA, effective 
July 1, 1993. He previously served as 
director of s tudent ministries at Cen­
tral Baptis t Church, Sioux Falls, SD. 
John is a 1993 graduate of N.A.B. 
Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD.-Steve Opp 

•The Rev. Patrick H . Clarey from 
youth pastor, Round Lake Baptist 
Church since 1986 to pastor, Evangeli­
cal Free Church, Clearwater, KS, effec­
tive, Aug. 22, 1993.-fea11 furge11se11 

•The Rev. Robert Weiss from pastor, 
Immanuel Baptist, Kyle, TX, to pastor, 
Brook Park Baptist C hurch, Brooklyn 
Center, MN, effective July 11, 1993. 

•Dr. John Thielenhaus from pastor, 
Village Green Baptist Church, Glen 
Ellyn, IL, to senior pastor, Bismarck 
Baptist Church, Bismarck, N D, effec­
tive August 1993. 

•The Rev. Steve Vetter from pas tor, 
Strassburg Baptist, Marion, KS, to pas­
tor, West Center Street Baptis t Church, 
Madison, SD, effective September 7. 

•Mr. Dan Hamil from associate 
pastor, Village Green Baptist Church, 
Glen Ellyn, IL, to associate pastor, 
Century Baptist Church, Bismarck, 
N D, effective August 1993. 

• The Rev. Andy Dietrich to associ­
ate pastor of family ministries, Grace 
Baptis t Church, Kelowna, BC, effec­
tive Aug. 1, 1993. 

•Miss Laura Walther to director of 
family ministries, Northgate Baptist 
Church, Edmonton, AB, effective July 
1993. 

•The Rev. Charles Davis, Jr., from 
pastor, Firs t Baptist Church, Emery, 
SD, to senior p astor, South Austin 
Fellowship, Aus tin, TX, effective July 
1993. 

•The Rev. Harry Haas of Venturia, 
ND, to part-time Area Minister for 
South Dakota Association, effective 
July 1, 1993. 

Installation Service 
•On Sunday, June 13, 1993, Pastor 
Ben Kohrs was installed as the new 
pastor of Bethany Baptist Church of 
Hunter, KS. The Rev. Milton Zeeb, 
area minister, gave the installation 
message and welcomed Mr. and Mrs. 
Kohrs and Jenica into the Church 
family.-C/am Sulsar 

Farewell Service 
• On June 27, 1993, Central Baptist 
Church, Kitchener, ON, held a fare­
well service for the Rev. M ichael 
Igo. Church group leaders thanked 
him and his wife June for their many 
years of dedicated a nd faithful service 
as well as their friendship. Area 
minis ter, the Rev. John Ziegler, 
emphasized "God 's Crace" as a 
worthy and best gift , as the lgos 
look toward a new ministry .-Karc11 Yalt11 , reporter · 
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Building Churches into the 21st Century · 
New Texas church buys office park 

by Bradley Grubb 

As I reflect back on these first nine months, God has 
been incredibly gracious during the start of 

Westlake Community Church in Garland, Texas. I still 
remember that feeling of uneasiness on December 13, as 
Karen and I s tood at the landing waiting to greet w ho­
ever might show up. I'm glad I don' t have to repeat that 
feeling often. We had mailed 10,000 fliers to the sur­
rounding community and had no idea w ho might 
come, who might respond. But 39 people responded 
that first Sunday, and our numbers have continued to 
climb ever since. 

In these past months, we've seen our attendance 
climb from an average of 35 that first month to 65 dur­
ing the month of April. We have seen the offerings go 
from just a few dollars in the plate to a high of nearly 
$3,400 in the past month. On Easter Sunday, we had a 
high attendance of 78, topped two months la ter by a 
high of 104. 

But perhaps most exciting of all is that we have 
nearly reached completion of phase one of the Westlake 
Church planting strategy. God has been gracious in that 
our goal of 50 ministry partners has been realized. Since 
we own our own property-the entire office park, in 
fact, it has been exciting to watch as God has sent us 
new tena nts. These five or six new tenants we signed in 
1993 formed the financia l base for our loan from CEIF 
this summer-a loan enabling us to finish our main 
church faci li ty. This provides us with an auditorium 
that seats up to 400 as we begin a special seeker service 
this fa ll. In addition, it g ives us classroom space of up to 

Tile Cl111rcli 11ln11s lo co11d11cl p11/7lic 1110mi11>? worsli ip serpices 
lw:.:i1111i11x i11 October. 
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Pnstor Brad Grubb 
works diligently to 
fulfill his responsibility 
of prepnring the 
Ministry Pnrtners of 
WestLnke Co111mu11ity 
Church to min ister to 
ench other and the 
world. 

The goal of West Lake Community Church is to reach all the 
surrounding communities for Christ- not just "Cliristians" 
looking for n new or closer church, but all who are seeking 
answers to life's questions and are open to investigating tire 
cfnims of C/1rist. God made available Onks Trail Office Park, a 
non-tmditional "clmrch" property. Delivery men call a second 
time for directions: "Oh yeah, we drove by that building, but 
we were looking for a steeple." 

C1!1ti11g ncq11ni11ted- Tl11.1 f irst step i11 /J 11ildi11g a vital 
"co1111111111il11. " "We desire Wcs/Lnke Co1111111111it1J Cl111rc/1 to 
/Jen snfc pla.cc to /J11 ild n deeper relatio11sliip witli God n11d 
others, n pince of rnco11mgc11 1t'11/ a11d s11111mrl i11011r111ol1ilc, 
fns t-1incc1d rnl/11rc ." ::.nys Pnslor Grn/Jb. 

16,000 square feet. All of this is paid 
for by other people-people who 
don't even go to our church! 

We ask for your continued pray­
ers in the weeks and months ahead, 
as we begin to move from a church 
plant to the feel of a real and estab­
lished church. Pray that God sends 
us the right people; pray that our vi­
sion does not become clouded; pray 
that I might have wisdom as pastor, 
that my leadership skills might be 
enhanced as we move from this next 
step of 50 to 200. 

We thank the N.A.B. Conference 
for your support. We thank you, our 
friends, who have prayed for us and 
who have given to the Conference, 
particularly the Church Planting De­
partment, that Westlake might be­
come a reality. 0 

Your Investments 
Should Do More Than Just 

Pay Interest. 
An investment with Church 

Extension Investors Fund (CEIF) 
is more than one-dimensional. 

It gives you something other .invest­
ments don't-an opportunity to 

serve the Lord. • CEIF pays you a 
competitive rate of interest • Uses 
your money to make low interest 

construction loans to N.A.B. 
churches throughout North.Amer­

ica ... loans that spur growth 
• Expansion that enables N.A.B. 

churches to have visible and 
dynamic outreach into a community 

CEIF provides a safe, solid place 
for your investment dollars. 

For as little as $100, you can get a 
current market rate and know 

you are helping build churches. 

For FREE, 11elpf11l i11formatio11 011 
lzow to make a sound investment 

decision, write or call 
TOLL FREE 1(800)543-CEIF 

Church Extension Investors Fund 
1 So. 210 Summi t Ave. 

Oakbrook Ter race, IL 60181-3994 
Phone: (800) 543-CEIF 

Fax (708) 495-3301 

NEWS 

Resolutions sought for 
Triennial Conference 

"It isn't too early to begin think­
ing about the resolutions we, as the 
N.A.B. Conference of churches, 
would like to affirm and proclaim 
during the 44th Triennial Confer­
ence in Dallas, TX, Aug. 2-7, 1994," 
says David Steinhart, chair, Resolu­
tions Conunittee. 

"Collectively, we have the oppor­
tunity to voice our concerns and take 
a stand on the issues that impact our 
world . These resolutions not only 
define our values as North Ameri­
can Baptists, but also they encourage 
each of us to walk worthy of our 
Lord." 

The Resolutions Committee will 
be working through the year to for­
mulate the resolutions as sugges­
tions are received. Every indiviel 
ual or local congregation is invited 
to submit suggestions or proposals 
for resolutions no later than April 1, 
1994. The Resolutions Committee 
will consider your suggestions and 
prepare the selected suggestions for 
presentation to the delegates at 
Dallas. 

Send suggestions for resolutions 
to the Rev. David Steinhart, chair, 
Resolutions Committee, Forest Park 
Baptist Church, 133 South Harlem 
Ave., Forest Park, IL 60130. 

Cameroon Baptists 
elect new general secretary 
by Ngum Eric Mangek 

Both delegates and observers to 
the 22nd General Session of the 
Cameroon Baptist Convention have 
described it as the most remarkable 
of the Sessions ever held since its 
conception. Three reasons account 
for this. 

Unlike in other General Sessions 
where p eople have either secretly or 
openly campaigned for posts, creat­
ing an a tmosphere of panic, the 22nd 
Genera l Session saw the spirit of 
love, brotherliness, worship, and the 
desire for everyone to be ready to be 

used by the Spirit of God. It was a 
real time of fellowship and instruc­
tion with the election time being the 
best ever witnessed in the life of the 
Cameroon Baptist Convention. The 
theme was "Clay in the Potter's 
Hand" from Jeremiah 18:6. 

Secondly, the delegates unani­
mously adopted the revised Constitu­
tion of the CBC. It is the most liberal 
constitution that suits the current 
times allowing more room for the 
Word of God to be spread to all the 
comers of the earth. The constitution 
makes provision for two new boards: 
The Communication Board, headed 
by a Communication Secretary, and 
a Christian Education Board, headed 
by a Christian Education Secretary. 
The CBC is ignoring the financial 
hardships by supporting missionar­
ies in Bioko, Equatorial Guinea, and 
in Mambilla, Nigeria. In a spirit of 
love, peace, and with songs of praise 
and hope, the more than 900 d ele­
gates unanimously elected the Rev. 
Peter N. Nyumnloh as the new Gen­
eral Secretary of the CBC. A veteran 
pastor, born in 1946 in Jirt, he was 
nurtured to maturity in Wowo, 
North West Province. He is a Bache­
lor of Theology graduate of Camer­
oon Baptist Theological Seminary. 
Most recently, he served as youth 
pastor and Ndu Field pastor. He is 
married and has four children. 

Working in close collaboration 
w ith the Chief Executive of the CBC 
are the President, Mr. Samuel Becke, 
a devoted and veteran Baptist 
teacher and principal. He recently 
retired from the civil service after 
serving ten years as Cultural Attache 
in the Ca meroon Embassy in Mos­
cow, Russia. Serving a s v ice presi­
dent is Dr. Mbah Isaac, an associate 
professor in education and vice prin­
cipal of Government Teacher' s Train­
ing College in Bamenda. The trea­
surer, holding the post now fo th 
hi d 

. r e 
t r time running, is Mr. E. C. 
Nyahkeh, principal of Baptis t 
Comprehensive College l.J l l 
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