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A condensation of the "Statenzent of Beliefs" 
of the North American Baptist Conference 

When we become 
Christians, we are born 
into God's family. When 

we join a local church, we become 
part of that fa mily. If that local 
church has chosen to be a part of 
the North American Baptist 
Conference, we automatically 
become a part of that larger fa mily. 
Ou r common experience with Jesus 
Christ and common commitment to 
His mission in the world holds us 
together as a Conference fa mily 
today. 

• We believe the Bible is God's 
Word given by divine inspiration, 
the record of God's revelation of 
Himself to humanity. It is trustwor
thy, sufficient, withou t error- the 
supreme authori ty and guide for a ll 
doctrine and conduct. It is the truth 
by which God brings people is1to a 
saving relationshjp with Himself and 
leads them to Christian maturity. 

• We believe in the one living and 
true God, perfect in wisdom, sover
eignty, holiness, justice, mercy, and 
love. He exists eterna lly in three co
equal persons who act together in 
creation, providence, and redemp
tion. 

• We believe God created an 
order of spiritual beings ca lled 
angels to serve Him and do His 
wi ll. We believe God created man 
in His own image to have fellow
ship with Himself and to be s tew
ards over His creation. As a result, 
each person is un ique, possesses 
dign ity, and is worthy of respect. 
Through the temptation of Sa tan, 
Adam chose to d isobey God; this 
brought sin and death to the 
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human race and suffering to all 
crea tion. Therefore, everyone is 
born w ith a sinful nature and 
needs to be reconciled to God. 
Satan tempts people to rebel 
aga inst God, even those who love 
Hirn. Nonetheless, everyone is per
sonall y responsible to God for 
thoughts, actions, and beliefs and 
has the right to approach Him 
directly through Jesus Christ, the 
only med iator. 

• We believe salvation is redemp
tion by Christ of the whole person 
from sin and death. ft is offered as 
a free gift by God to a ll and must 
be received persona lly th rough 
repentance and fai th in Jesus 
Ch rist. 

• We believe the Chu rch is the 
body of which Chri st is the head 
and all who believe in Him a re 
members. Christians are command 
ed to be baptized upon profession 
of fai th and to unite with a local 
chu rch fo r mutua l encouragement 
and grow th in d iscipleship through 

worship, nurture, service, and the 
proclamation of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ to the world. Each 
church is a self-governing body 
with a congrega tional form of gov
ernment under the Lordship of 
Christ with all members sharing 
respons ibility. Its ordinances are 
baptism by immersion and the 
Lord's Supper. 

• We believe relig ious liberty, 
rooted in Scripture, is the inalien
able right of a ll indiv id uals to free
d om of conscience with ultimate 
accountability to God. Church and 
state exist by the wi ll of God . Each 
has distinctive concerns and 
responsibilities, free from control 
by the other. 

• We believe Christians, ind ivid
ua ll y and collectively, are salt and 
light in society. We affirm the fa m
ily as the basic unit of society a nd 
seek to preserve its integri ty and 
stability. 

• We believe God, in His own 
time and in His ow n way, wil l 
bring all things to their appropri
ate end and establish the new 
heaven and the new earth. The 
certain hope of the Christian is 
that Jesus w ill return to the ea rth 
sudden ly, personally, and visibly 
in glory according to His promise. 
The d ead w ill be raised , and Christ 
w ill jud ge mankind in righteous
ness. :J 

T/1c co111plete "Stnte111e11/ of Bclicj's" 
n11d n study guide ore n-unilnble fro111 
tlie Nort/1 A111cricn11 Bnptist . 
Co11 fi'rmce l 11 temn I io11n I Office. 

W
e live in a world where 
many people are hurting. 
This is true in rich coun

tries such as the United States and 
Canada as well as in poor third 
world areas such as Africa, India, 
and China. People everywhere are 
confused, lost, and searching. 

In fact, today the world is h·uly 
a more dangerous, chaotic, broken 
place than ever before. After the 
cold wa r ended and communism 
collapsed , we celebrated. But this 
ended quickly as restraints were 
lifted and the ethnic conflict reared 
its ugly head. It was time to get 
even. 

But this is a world that need s to 
be peneh·ated by the gospel message 
of reconciliation and Jove. Jesus 
makes a staggering claim upon us 
as His followers to love one anoth
er. He sa id, "A new command T 

g ive you: Love one another. As I 
have loved you, so you must love 
one another. All men w ill knovv 
that you are my disciples if you 
love one another" (/0'111 13:34-35 

N IV). 
The lost and need y are our 

responsibility. If someone comes to 
you or me for help, Christ wants to 
touch that need through you or me . 
Too often we ignore the call for help. 
Often we are preoccupied \•Vith p ro
grams and activities and neglect the 
personal ca ring for people. God 
may have to bring difficul t experi
ences in to ou r lives to help us 
become con1pass ionate and ca ring. 

Jesus not only com m.anded us to 
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care, but He also gave us Himself 
as the best model of caring. As He 
viewed the world of His d ay, H e 
was "moved with compassion. " 
Jesus left His comfort zone (heav
en) and mad e Himself vulnerable 
to the pa in, weakness, poverty, sor
row, su ffering, and temptations of 
people in all levels of society. He 
became known as a "friend of sin
ners." He touched the un touch
ables and shrank from no one. He 
offered care, fri endship, and love 
to all people. 

Jesus gave us the church wh ich 
is to be a caring communi ty in 
vvhich we are enabled to g row in 
ca ring for others in the church as 
well as outside the church. Thi s 
caring need s to be cul tivated w ith
in the body of Christ so it can 
become a na tural rea lity outside uf 
the chu rch. 

Let us dedicate ourselves to a 
new or renewed vision of the 
power of God to transform lives. 
May we also discover a cl arity of 
vision that transcends our human 
concerns for our world. Let us also 
be encouraged by Christ's promise 
that He w ill provide His ovm 

divine pm·ver and strength to us as 
we follow H is example. 0 

/0'111 Bill(fl'r is executive director of tile 
Nor/Ii A111ericn11 Bnptisl Co11fere11cc, 
1979-1994 

Vision 2000 resource 
materials on the subject 
of "Care" have been 
developed by Or. Ron 
Mayforth and Mrs. 
Dorothy Ga noung, pro
duced by the 
Development 
Deparhnent, and sent to 
a ll pas to rs. They a re 
packed full of ideas to 
be utili zed in every loca l 
church. We encourage 
each chu rch to consider 
appointing a planning 
committee on Care to 
make good use of this 
issue of the Baptist 
Herald and the resource 
materials . 
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to THE BIBLICAL 
BASIS OF CARING 

"The Bible starts with 
caring and ends with caring. 
It is the story of a God who 
gives and forgives and gives 

again . . . a story of God's 
unending love for us." 

by Hugh Litchfield 

The Bible s tarts with caring 
and ends with caring. In the 
beginning, out of love for us, 

God created the heavens and the 
earth . In the end, out of love, God 
provides an eternal kingdom for 
believers. 

Between the beginning and the 
end is the story of a God who gives 
and fo rgives and gives aga in. It is 
a story of a God who would not 
give up on humankind. Instead, in 
the fa ce of rejection and rebellion, 
God's love and mercy would come 
to give another chance at the king
dom. The story of God is a s tory of 
unending love for us. 

Jn the Bible, there are so many 
verses about love. But at the risk of 
being labeled simplistic, I limit our 
di scussion to two verses that I feel 
captu re the essence of the biblica l 
basis of caring. One is 1 John 4:16: 
"So we know and believe the love 
Cod has for us. Cod is love, and he 
who abides in love abides in Cod 
and God abides in him" (RSV). The 
other is John 13:34-.+5: ··A new 
comma ndment I g ive to you, that 
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you love one 
another; even as 
r have loved you, that you may 
also love one another. By this all 
men wi ll know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one 
anothe r" (RSV). In these verses are 
ca ptured two major ideas about the 
biblica l basis of caring . 

God Loves Us 

Do we "believe the love God has 
for us?" We remember the s tory. 
Cod created humankind and gave 
them everything they needed for 
the good life. However, they didn't 
trus t Cod, but felt that wha t they 
wa nted was more impo rtan t than 
what _Cod wa nted. They rebelled , 
and sin came into the world w ith 
a ll the pain and mi sery that went 
along w ith it. Adam and Eve knew 
they had done wrong, and they h id 

from God. Afte r that, they devel
oped elaborate rituals and sacri 
fices to try to get on the "right 
side" of God. Bu t they never 
seemed to work. 

Fina lly, God acted in the person 
o f Christ. When C hrist died on the 
cross for the sins of the world, the 
hea rt of God was la id bare for a ll 
to see. And what was seen was 
love. No matter what they had 
do ne or been, God s till loved them 
and was vvill ing to open the doors 
of the kingdom for them. 

It is s ti ll true now. Whatever 
we've been, whatever we've done, 
we ca n s till know this. Cod loves 
us and that w ill never s top. We 
ca n trust ou r Ii ves o n that. 

I read a s tory of a n o rp hanage 
run by a man by the na me o f 
Fathe r Jim , a very ca ring person. 
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Everyone who came to that orphan
age always had one negative d1arac
teristic about his life. Father Jim had 
a way of taking it and turning it 
into a positive factor. One boy came 
with very terrible hair, and he made 
that something to praise, so every
body began to want to have hair 
like tha t boy did. Another boy had 
big feet, always falling over himself, 
and he made a lot to do over those 
feet, praising him for his fine, 
developed feet. 

One day they brought a new boy 
to the orphanage w ho had a terr i
ble birthmark on h is face. The sca r 
covered half of his face. It wasn't 
pre tty to look upon. All the kids 
wondered what Fa ther Jim \·vould 

"From start to finish, 
the message of 

the Bible is that 
God loves us deeply. Once 

we accept 
that love, it reaches 

out to others." 

say to the boy when he came. How 
wou ld he d eal with this? The boy 
had a dis position to match that 
birthmark. He was unruly, hard to 
get a lo ng with, rebellious, because 
a ll the way through his life he had 
been teased and ridicu led and not 
accepted because of that terrible 
mark on his face. 

Fa ther Jim drove up in his old 
broken-dow n stati on wagon. All 
the kids ran to g reet him. Th is one 
boy s tayed away on the other side, 
away from everybody. Fa ther Jim 
saw him and said , "Wel l, who is 
this?" 

They told him, "It's the new 
boy." They g rew silent as they 
waited to see w hat Father Jim 
would do. 

He went over, looked at the boy, 
picked him up, and held him in the 
air, and said, "Wh o do we have 
here?" He held him close and 
kissed that bir thmark right in the 
middle. 

All the kids knew that Fa ther 
Jim had accepted that boy and that 
they could accept him, too. The 
boy became a model child because 
he had lea rned for the first time in 
h is life that somebod y loved him 
for what he was, not w hat he was
n't. 

God is like that- comes and 
"kisses" us and lets us know that 
we a re loved. 

We Must Love 
Others 

The Gospel of John states it 
simply. People will knm.v we are 
disciples of Christ if we "love one 
another." As Christ has loved us, 
we are to love one another. 

And how d id Jesus love? In 
very practica l ways: Feed ing the 
hungry, forgiving the condemned, 
reaching ou t to the forsaken, being 

a friend to the sinner, healing the 
sick. When Jesus talked about 
judgment, he talked about it in 
terms of feeding the hungry, cloth
ing the naked, g iving a cup of cold 
water to the thirsty, visiting the 
prisoner, taking the stranger in (see 
Mnttl1ew 25:31/f). Simp le acts, but 
acts that show one has been over
come by the love of God. 

So here is the tru th. Love is a 
deed. When we accept the love 
that God has for us, it then spills 
out to others as vve seek to do good 
to them. The proof that we are the 
d isciples of Christ comes as \•Ve 
love one another. The deeds we do 
testi fy to the love we ha\·e . 

From the war comes the story of 
a young man vvho was wounded. 

The Chaplain went to see h im. He 
could easily tell that the man 's 
wound was going to be fatal-that 
he did not have long. 

He sa id, "May I read to you from 
the Bible?" 

The young man said, 'Tm cold," 
so the Chaplain took off his trench 
coat and carefully put it around the 
him. "Now can I read to you from 
the Bible?" 

The yow1g man said, "I am 
thirsty," so the Chaplain put down 
the Bible and got out his canteen 
and carefu lly gave him something 
to drink. Then he said, "Can I read 
to you from the Bible?" 

He said, "My legs are hurting," 
so the Chaplain put the Bible down 
again and carefully straightened 
out those crooked legs, made sure 
that the h·ench coat was tucked 
around him again, and said, "Now 
can I read to you from the Bible?" 

The sold ier said, "If there is any
thing in that Bible that can cause you 
to do what you've done for me, yes. 
Please read to me from that book." 

The deeds testify to the love of 
Christ fo und in The Book. 

As I see it, this is the biblical 
basis for caring. From start to fin
ish, the message of the Bib le is tha t 
God loves us deeply. Once we 
accept that love, it reaches out to 
others. We just can't help it. lsn' t 
tha t the way of love? Q 

Dr. Hugh Litcl~field is Pn~fessor l~f 
Ho111iletics n11d 
Director(~{ 
S11pen 1ised 
Mi11istry nt N.A.B. 
Sc111i1111 ry. Sioux 
Falls, SD. 
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Call for consistent prayer ministry focused specifically on spiritual awakening 
and world evangelization 

We Prayed- God Moved 

"We need your prayers for our congrega tion and our church plan ting minis try in Mexic? City," says Miss!onary Juan 
Luna serving in Mexko City. The results of prayer are seen as Missiona ry Luna baptized three people tn 1992, the . 

first year of his minis try there; in 1993, he baptized 22 persons, and the church welcomed 10 more people in to its membership 
by tes timony. 

"Many of you pray for our missions work in Mexico City," Lu na relates. "For us, January was a month for prayer and prepa
ra tion for our minis try in 1994. As we prayed, God started to move among us in a very special way. From the beg inning, new
comers came to the church services. In February, we he ld special prayer events that p repared the way for Ma rch w ith out
s tand ing answers to p rayer. Volunteers from Canada, with prayer support, he lped us present the JESUS fi lm in the. s t.reets. 
More than 100 persons made decis ions for Chris t. We now work in three differen t places to disciple these new Chnst1ans and 
engage them in Bible stud ies. On Easter Sunday, we ba ptized three new members. O ne used to be a drug add ict and sold 
drugs in the area, but Jesus Christ has changed him. He is a new person, praise God! Thanks for your prayers." 

Prayers Answered- People Respond to God 

A missiona ry in Japan for more than -W years, Rollie Reasoner, says, "Success or fa ilure in minis try as a m issionary is fa r 
more dependent on the missionary's prayer li fe than it is on technical aspects. People you work wi th fa ll by the way

side in spite of your best efforts. Let's not kid ourselves. We are in a wa r!" 
Planting a church in Japan continues to be a wa r, because we are call ing peop le, many of whom have a bsolutely no back

ground in Bible truth or church life, to commit themselves to Jesus Ch rist as their only Lord and Savior. Many Japanese 
would be hap.p~ to add Jesus Chris t to their Shintoism, Buddhism, or any number of new religions, wh ich have roots in those 
two ma1or religions. Bu t when we cla im that Jesus Chris t is the on ly way of sa lva tion, we a re accused of be ing very na rrow
mmded. Our mutua ~ , .concerted prayer contmues to be the key to success in church plan ting in Ja pan. 

Have there b.een v1s1ble re~ults at Kongo Bible C!1urch, a n~w church planting minis try? Th ree of the core people, who had 
comi:ii1tted their lives to Chn~t under th.e lead ership and mm1stry of Pastor Masaaki Higashi, decided to fo llow the Lord in 
baptism. There has been con tin ued spm tual growth in the lives of the five core membersl 

The Lord brOL~ght 19 people to the conversa tional English classes, which we teach at the ch urch and in ou r home .. . an open 
door to evangelism. 

One ~f t~ose s tudents, a woman, now attends Bible stud ies and worship services regula rly. A friend of hers w ho s tudies 
;~ th M_i~s10n.a nes ~1Ua 1;d Luci Lengefeld in Tsu referred her to ou r church. She wa nted to study English . She joined my wife 
Cl aro:1 s mo;~ 1 ng ~d~esd ~ass. She wanted to know more abou t the C hris tian God , because she had read some nove ls by a 
ba~:~: 1~;1~~1ris~i~ ~~~y . a ecome convinced that the Bud dhis t gods were not rea l. I ga ve her a book th~t introduced he r to the 

"Than k you very much for your valuable book . . . about th Bibi Th h . , · , 
the re is one thing tha t r can unde rstand the most . ·t e ti . e. . o ug . thei.e <1rc many thmgs that I can t und e rstand , 
responded . · · · · mi poi ant img is to be lieve 111 God . I am going to read the Bible, " she 

fhat i~ a miracle ' He r husband then read the book and sa id "M b · 
mi rac le! Our prayer~ are being answered as the I ordcle 1 ti '. ay le we sh ou ld th in k about going to ch urch. " Tha t is a lso a 

A I . . . . ' - ac s i 1s coup e to Himse lf 
not ier man 111 his s1xt1es now attends the worshi se rvices at K 111 , · , · . · . 

mornmg walks. We have become fr iend s He an :! SI p . ·I I ( !?o B1bltc C hu1ch . I met h1111 las t spring on my regula r 
· · L i a JOn s i a re co lectmg s tamps as a hobby. We found out tha t he has a 
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Chris tian aunt who lives at Bethany House, a home for elderly people rw1 by our Baptis t church, Tsu Toyogaoka Chris tian 
Chu rch . . . 

1 Are a ll of these things just chance? No way! Prayer has brought tlus man unde r the hearin g o f the gospel. . 
The spiritua l battle goes on, but we know tl~at the Lord is contmumg to lead people t~ H1mse~f be~~ use o~ ou1 n1l'.tu al con

certed prayer. He continues to grow Kongo Bible Church .and many ~the r church p lantmg chu1 ches m -~01 ~h ~:n.~ 1 1~a,. . , 
Cameroon, Nigeria, Brazil, the Philippines, Russia, Bulgaria, and M.ex1co. Praise be to Him! - Do11s Woykt,f1cld :otC1£tn1y _to1 tlu 
N.A.B. Confere11ce 111issio11 work i11 jnpn11 n11d c'1 11 rc'1 pln11ter nl Kongo 81/1/e C/111rcl1 111 jnpn11 

Prayer Brings Healing 

fl t. her pas t year which included recovery from a fractured left ankle, nearly losing he r life from a combination R e ec mg on ' ' d f · · f h k M' ': " · :I · H I M " ' of asthma, pneu monia, and empyema, and then another fa ll an a
1
, 1actw e o

1 
t .e nee,b 1s

1
s10.nat1y. L ocdto ~ , ede1p1 a1

1
1e 

11 S I ·dt "Some people have said Satan wants to keep me d own. m sure t i a t 1s true, ut i e 1s , emg e tea te . cop e a c 1m1 , says, . 1 :I f F I 1 · · 
C USA Callada and othe r p laces have consis ten t y p rayeL or me. or two mo nt is w w n \'1s1to rs were not over ameroon, ' , . f · · · c 

II d . K 111b ~ Baptist Chu rch pastor and officers met 111 the hallway o Banso Baptis t Hospital Ill ame roon and a owe , ou1 u o c . " 
ra ed . Families prayed togethe r fo r me; individua ls. and churd~es p rayed. . . . . . . 

p " Ey · 1ement brotwht praise to God I contmua llv receive lette rs and cards pra1s111g God tor m v li te. Tha t 1s the pur-very 1mpro\ . o . ' .. · . .. • 
ose of our lives, bringmg praise to God, reflects He len Mai 1e. . . . . . 

p "O S · s tud '-'nt wrote tha t my treatment of his sick bro ther and com tortmg word s touched h im 111 1.986. This encour-
ne emmary " S . . . :i t. • l Cl . H ' 1 f' 

d l · t ly to become a Chris tian but also to go to em111a ry 111 o rL e r to on ng nt i c rs to inst. 1s cttcr was my 1rs t age i 1m no on . · '" 
knowledge of this result of my life work in the hospita l. Keep p raymg. 
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to through Planting New Churches 

To plant new churches globally through the work of missionaries and church 
planters and provide ongoing support to new churches 

" J esus loves the Church. We know that because He gave His life for it. You love the Church, too. I know tha t because I 
see your responses to our existing churches and church plants," says Jim Fann, church plan~ing director for North 

America. Since a renewed emphasis on church planting s tarted in 1952, "we've been busy plan ting churc~es_. .. 220. C?f 
those 220, 146 have survived, making up 38 percent of our existing congregations and 32 percent of ou r ex1stmg constituent 
membership. 

"When we rea]jze that on Sunday 
morning only 30 percent of the North 
American population is found in any 
kind of church at all and that there are 
100 million lost people in Canada and 
the U.S.A., tha t makes us one of the 
largest mission fields in the world. 
Eighty percent of those people will never 
be reached by existing congrega tions, 
because some of those congregations are 
not in touch with the needs of various 
ethnic groups, baby-boomers, or baby
busters . .. they have d ifferent lifesty les, 
di fferent expectations, di fferent sched
ules. If every evangelical church in 
Canada averaged 2,000 in a ttend ance, 
7,000 additional churches would be 
needed to reach Canad a's 28 mjJlion 
inhabitants. Since 1900, there's been a 
nearly 50 percent decline in the number 
of churches per 10,000 population. So we . 
need new-vital, growing, reproducing, Chris t-centered , evangelis tic, local churches in North America . . _.and we are lookrng 
for established churches with the vision to pa rent new churches. We exist to mu ltiply healthy, reproducmg North Amencan 
Baptist Conference churches." Presently, the Church Plan ti ng Department supports approximately 30 churches. Plans a re to 
plant a maximum of eight new churches in 1994. 

New churches introduce people to Christ, resulting in a vibrant witness for C hris t and chilnged lives. The story of seve ra l 
of these and their caring concern is told on these pages. 

Coming to Faith through a Friend's Caring 

At Country Hills Community Church, we encourage our people to follow Pau l's example of "becoming ill'. things to a ll 
_people. so ~h at some might be saved" (1 Cori11thi11 11s 9). In the las t year, we've found tha t becorrnng one thmg has.proven 

most eff~ct.•ve rn our evangelism efforts: becoming friends. All those who have become Chris t's fo llowers through th rs min
istry weie introduced to the gospe l afte r a sincere friendship was es tablished with a believer . . Katie is _one exa mple .. 
~ woma ~l from Co.untry Hills befriended Katie . Although exposed to the gospel and attend rng services, she re ma111ed 

~~iresponsi ve to Christ. Instead of giving up or moving on, the Chris tian fri end conti nued to in ves t in the re la t1onsh1p. 
Finally, aHer being friends with an interested be liever for 19 months, Katie mad e the decision to commit her life to Chris t. 
·dln"ll~rt i ng f;~k over her process of coming to fa ith, Katie credits the since rity of the friendsh ip with keeping he r in terest-

<' · "'1'
0

ub ave been pushed, the fr iendship would have been over. But now I' m foll owing Ch ris t ,~ r1d try '1 ng t(1 influ-l'nce my i us and." " 
We believe evangelism will be most effec ti ve wl Cl .· - · - · · · · · · 

around them. WL• must never forg' t th t I -t ' 1en i11strnns establish re latronshrps of tntl'grrty w ith the unchurched 
Cu11111111111t11 Ch11rth, Cr1/gnni, Alli<'rl: a 

0 5 
peop e matter to Cod. - /3r!11111 I locilil11 /f!'r, c'111rc/r pl1111ter, CouJ1 /ry Hill~ 
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Caring by Making Our Community Better 

II c ascade Baptist Fellowship exists to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ to the unchurched in the Fed~ra l Way a rea 
and to facilitate their growth in Jesus Chris t through ... _'social concer~' _that acti_vely makes ou r commurnty a better 

place to live." Our congregation takes these words from our philosophy of mm1~try seriously. . 
Sunday, May 1, 25 people (nearly ha lf of our Sunday attendance) walked 10 _ktl~mete:s for hLU1ge.r. Twenty-f1v_e percent ?f 

the money raised went into our local food bank, and 75_ percent wen~ to orgarnzations hk_e the Baptist World Alliance. Olli 
group included a mother pushing her baby, teens walkmg and runnmg, and adults chattmg. People who c~ re. . 

Another indication of our philosophy of caring: Take a dozen teens, many from broken homes-smokmg, iust lookmg for 
something to do. Mix with four adults who care about youth. The result is a Bible study a~d a p lace for teens to ask tough 
questions and to explore options for their lives. The cost is n_ot_ cheap. It ?'eans you th commg an? gomg at all. hours. It 
means a refrigerator tha t is hard to keep full. It means providing a bed m which to sleep for a mght and, at times, for 
months. People who care. . . 

The caring continues as three men pressure wash the deck of a home for a smgle mom ... 01~e man fi~es the garage door 
for a woman whose husband is out of tovvn . .. women bring meals and clean house for a family fo llowmg surgery. People 
who care. 

ls Federal Way, Washington, a better place because North American Baptis t Conference p lanted. a church here? I th.ink the 
answer to that question is a resounding yes! -Lnrry Neufeld, church pla11fer, Cascade Baptist Fellowslup, Federal Way, Wash111gto11 

Church Planting: Just a Dream? 

"Oh no! Too bad, it was just a dream! " Who hasn ' t 
awakened from a grea t dream and said those words? 

But sometimes drea ms come true. 
Our d ream was to s tart a nevv chu rch that would b ring 

unchurched people in our community to Chris t, d isciple 
them, and gradually transform our comm unity . 

The dream dawned in 1990 when 1, as a pastor, sensed 
God's leading to start a new daughter church. With the sup
port of our church, we formed a small nucleus of about a 
dozen adults, a small but highly motiva ted team. 

During the firs t ten months of 1991, our team expanded as 
we ti·a ined, planned, ra ised fund s, \·isited innovative 
churches, surveyed our community, and began practice ser
vices in preparation for our firs t Sunday service in Octobe r 
1991. 

We offered a non-traditional se rvice (called a Seeker 
Service) to attract unchurched people and creatively present 
Chris t to them. Instead o f forming a choir, we formed a 
band with gu itars, keyboards, and d rums. Instead of hym11s, 
the band performed upbeat songs. We assembled a d rama 
team to perform skits to enhance the message. Sermons 
were designed with the unchurched person in mind: practi
cal, s imple, and evangelis tic. 

Why all these unconventional methods? Because the goal 
of our Seeker Service "'"as not to please ourseh-es but to 
reach the lost (1 Cori11 tlii1111s 9:19-23). 

In add ition to our Seeke r Sen ·ice, we ha\·e a \\·eekh· New 
Commun ity Celebra tion (a service d esigned for be lievers) and a network of Care Groups. _ · . 

Since 1991, our progress at Stony Creek has been steady and good . The number of people who trequen t Stony C reek 1s well 
over 200! But most importantly, dozens of people have come to know Chnst as Savior, hm·e been baptized, and ha \·e sta rted 
down the road of Chris tian discipleship. . . . 

Not all d reams come true. Sometimes church planting seems more like a mghtmare! But \"'.hen L 3 tand back an_d re flec t, I 
feel a d eep sense o f sa tisfaction: The d ream is commg true! - R1111dy Rlieni1111t!, c/111rc/1 pla11ter, Sft>11y <....reek C/111rc/1, '::>i1d/iy 
Township, Micilign11 



A Church Cares for the Hurting in Inner-City 

Tn South Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where Chris tian Compassion Bap tis t Church is located, the abandoned, d ilapida ted 
1J1ouses, marked with loud graffiti, are accepted symbols of pove rty, fear, and hurt. Whi le we try to meet the needs of many 
of the hungry and homeless, the most glaring and heart-rend ing situa tion is the plight of the child ren . 

A little girl and her two brothers, ages four, three, and two, sit in a d im room wi th no food and no mi lk, because the ir crack
addicted, single mom has spent her welfa re check and food stamps for cocaine. 

A six-year-old boy doesn't talk to anyone, doesn' t play wi th other chi ld ren, and is afraid to walk nea r a ch urch . His dad 
murdered his mom and put her in the basement. The little boy was tied to the dead body and to ld not to screa m. The funera l 
just added to the scar. 

We are reaching child ren like these. Alice Evans di rects the Sunshine Brigade. She sees tha t single mothe rs rece ive food and 
clothes, while she sha res the Gospel. The child ren are at the church fou r days a week to p lay ga mes, hea r Bible s tories, lea rn 
the three Rs, and enjoy wholesome meals. 

Betty Slaffey d irects the Vacation Bible School where even teenagers come to escape the tension of d rug-related shootou ts. 
Youth minister Tony Lewis spends time with boys whose fa thers are not a round. He steers them away from d rugs and 

crune. 

There is much more to do, but we a re commi tted to caring. Pray for us; pray for the child ren . -Sn11111el Sin/fey, ch11rcli pln11/er, 
Clmslrn11 Co111pnss1011 Bnpt1sl Cli11rch, Philndelphin, Pe1111sylvn11in 

A New Hope with a Familiar Heart 

r>eople without a rela tionship wi th Jesus Christ are a ll a round us. This is the concern of WestLa~e Comni,~n i ty C hurch · · · 
1- caring about these people enough to ask, "Why are they not in church? How can we get them mto our~ ? . . 

In answering this question, those planting this Church conclud ed that trad itiona l churches were i neffect~ ve tn reachmg 
unchurched people. Were the trad itions beneficial, or enslaving, according to Paul's principle in l Cori nth ians 6:12? The 
answer must be found by re-exa minin g Biblica l supports, by learning wha t other churches have tried and tes ted , and by 
prayer. 

Our conclusions led to this premise for WestLake's ministry: 
• The nc~ heritage of hymnody is 

blended with contemporary praise 
and worship music, as well as some 
secular music. (It has been done 
before, i.e. Martin Luther, Charles 
and John Wesley.) This gives a 
musical expression of the attributes 
of God, for addressin g God, and for 
seeing His relevance to our d aily 
lives. 
• The expenses of organs, pews, 
hymnals, and orna te architec ture 
can be invested in new, appea ling 
technologies, such as sound and 
lighting systems capable of sup port
mg contemporary s tyles, video, and 
comp ute r_-generated graphics for 
presentations and lyrics, plush 
stackable sea ting, or the p urchase of 
leasable property. (The Church pur
chased an office building complex 
and leases space to businesses to 
help defray the cost of this church 
property. The Church meets in one 
section of the complex.) 
• The relaxed "d ress code" 
become<, inv iting rather than a 
stumbling block. 
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• Us ing drama lets people see a question or problem in their lives that can be answered with God's Word and prayer. 
The bottom line for WestLake's ministry is .. . if it is ed ifying to God and it is conducive to build ing up a lifesty le that is 

worshipful to God throughout the week, then Westl ake wants to try employing it. 
Westla ke Community Church began w ith 14 people in the summer of 1992. Two years la ter, the Church has about 140 peo

ple who have come a longsid e as Ministry Partners and Regular Attendees. All of these people are growing in Christ or g row
ing toward Chris t, and looking to reach out to a ll around them to sha re about a relationship wi th Christ. - ]011ntlin11 Scott Willis, 
worship lender, WestLnke Co1111111111 ity Cli11rcli, Gnrln11d, Texas (Bradley Gntbb is the ch11rch pln11ter.) 

Caring and Witnessing through Relationships in Vancouver 

The re-entry o f baby boomers and busters back in to a vita l rela tionship w ith Chr is t and His church takes focused efforts. 
NW Community's most effective means of bringing people "back to the Father's house" has been simply inviting our 

friend s, our coworkers, and our neighbors to join us for worship or other special events. This may sound " too" simple or ou t
dated, bu t in reality, it is the most effective means God has created - the networking of relationsh ips. 

I s topped by the home of a couple and invited them to ou r Easter Service. They were not able to make it that Sunday, bu t a 
few weeks later, they came. It d id n' t take many Sundays before Ka tie accepted Jesus as her personal Sav ior. The reali ty of her 

fa ith kicked in immed ia tely as she thought of her neighbors who didn' t 
know Christ. 

Katie invited them to church, and in the fa ll, they came. It d idn 't take 
very many weeks before Steve and Felicia felt the tug of the Holy Sp irit 
d rawing them to H imself. At the conclusion of our worship one Sunday, 
both Steve and Felicia with bowed heads and hea\'Y hea rts ra ised their 
hands with a d esire to become Ch ris tians - sepa ra te ly, w ithou t the other 
knowing. 

It wasn ' t long before Steve and Felicia mentioned to me about their 
friends, Ryan and Kris, w hom they wanted to bring to chu rch. Ryan grew 
up in a pastor's home as a young boy, but hjs fa ther had left full-time min
is try and the church. 

Kris s tarted attending our service. On Easter, Ryan showed up reluctant
ly. I cou ld see by the look on his face that he was very uptight about even 
step ping through "school" doors. At the end of the service, Ryan said, "The 
service really touched me; I need to ta lk to you." 

On that Mond ay even ing, 1 found myself in their home haYing a ve ry 
meaning ful discussion. Final ly, a fter midnight, l asked Ryan if he w ou ld 
like to invite Jesus to become His Lord and Savior. He said he did, and the 
tears of joy fl owed that night. 

Th is past Easte r, Ryan's mo m and dad came to church . Deeply touched 
by the service, she la ter told Ryan tha t she has "come home to the Lord ." 
Pray that his father w ill as well. 

The people in our fe llowship are excited abou t passing the ba ton of their 
faith to those w ith whom they have rela tionships. And wha t's happened to 

Katie and her husband, Scott? Well, thei r two child ren, Chris and Stephanie, have accep ted Jesus Chris t as the ir Savior. Scott is 
ou r fa ithful treasu rer and is now teachin g one of ou r adu lt classes, and yes, they' re sti ll inviting. 
- Byro11 Brode/ii , cliurch pln11 tcr, NW Co1111111111ity, Vn11co1wer, Wnshi11gto11 

From Unchurched Unbelievers to Devoted Followers of Jesus 

The purpose of West Sound Community Church (WSCC) is to prod uce fu lly d evoted fo llowers of Jesus Ch ris t from 
unchu rched, u nbeliev ing people. Since its beginning in 1990, WSCC has grown from six people to an average attendance of 

200 on Sundays. More than 60 percent of those attendin g come from u nchu ~·cl~ed ba~kgrou nds. 
WSCC's s trategy incorporates seven steps. Step on~ mvolve~ belteve~·s butld tng bndg~s. to the u nchurched th roug h genuine 

fr iendships. Once a rela tionship of integ rity is establishe~, believers w tl l have opportumttes to share a verba l w itt1ess (s tep 
two) with the ir unsaved fr iends. It's at th is point that believers need a place to b ring their u nchurched fr iend s so tha t the\ "'ill 
continue to be challenged in a relevant way to consider the cla ims of Christ. · 
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Therefore, step three provides a service for seekers who are in the 
p rocess of making a decis ion for Christ. This service uses contemporary 
music, drama, and practical messages from the Bible to reach the unbe
liever and to encourage new Christians. 

Once someone has accepted Christ, steps 4-7 come into play. New 
believers are encouraged to attend our bel iever's worship service for cor
porate worship and expository teaching. Small group participation pro
vides accountabili ty and support. Involvement in service is accomplished 
by fi rst identifying a believer's spiritual gifts and then placing them in 
minish·y. To round out the discipleshjp process, believers are taught to be 
committed to stewardship. WSCC has found th is approach to be Biblical 
and highly effective in reaching our community for Christ. - Rni11er K1111z, 
West Sound Co1111111111ity Clwrcl1, Si/verdnle, Wnslti11gto11 

Young Church in Philippines Daughters New Church 
"Q ur Legazpi church, five years old, with approximately 60 active 

members, launched its first daughter church planting venture in 
January. The first meeting in the ta rgeted area was held in an apartment 
on Easter Sunday evening. It was planned as a birthday party, during 
which time the new believers present gave 
testimonies and li t their "other birthday" can
dle. Approximately 30 attended, with almost 
half being new contacts."-Le/n11d n11d fe1111e// 
Bertsch, c!t11rc!t planters n11d Bible sc!tool tenc!ters, 
Legnzpi City, P!tilippines 

Missionaries Gregg and Maria Evans moved 
from Legazpi City to Batang, a rural barrio, 
where they have p lanted a church, Batang 
Bible Community. "We recently baptized four 
peop le, incl uding one man, an answer to 
prayer. Another man wants to be baptized." 

Caring by Reaching Unreached 
People 

The blazing red ball began to slip behind 
the hill when a cloud of dust rolled over 

our house as a pickup pulled into our drive
way. Gingerly unfold ing themselves was a 
fami ly of five and a Fulbe bel iever. He came 
~,olive and study the Bible with this N.A. B. missionary family for th ree years fo llowing the Muslim model of d iscip lesh~p . 

He became part of our fam ily and our daily life," says the missionary. "He and a Muslim Fulbe seeker, as well as the firs t 
Fulbe believer we knew, now faraway in another town, a re all growing in Chris t despite family persecution. The afte rnoon 
sun w1t~~essed our first Fufu lde worship service. The day may soon come when dawn will rise over the bi rth o f a Fulbe 
church. -N.A.B. 1111ss1011nry 

Lives Changed at New Church in Brazil 

"We are. involved in a small Baptist church with about 40 members in Cachoeirinha," say Ke ith and Lilyane Bie ne rt, 
missionaries serving in Porto Alegre, RS, Brazi l. "The ch urch has about 40 members and is only one year old official

ly, but. there are pl.ans to s ta rt another church in a different area of the city. As assistant pastor, I help by discipling two new 
Chris tians and tra ming youth in music, as well as playing the organ fo r the choi r and ch urch services," says Keith. 
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French-speaking Church Planted in Cameroon 

One Sunday evening, the Church can celed its evening 
service to take people by bus to do evangelism in the com
munity of Restinga, where the Bienerts served as church 
planters during their firs t term. Forty people went; they 
passed ou t trac ts and invited people to the service in 
Restinga tha t evening. The children's choir sang a t a 
senior citizen's home and two places in the open a ir. At 
least three people and the bus driver made decisions to 
receive Ch rist as Savior. 

A lady in the church has been praying for the salva tion 
of her husband for 27 years. O vetjoyed , she told how she 
led him to the Lord. His life radically changed. "Formerly 
a profession al ni u s ician # he n o'"' desires to p lay for the 
L o r d . However, h e i s ver y s ick d u e to Cl li f e of s moking . I 
am d iscipl ing him, and he is eager to learn, " says Keith . 

II our li ttle French church, Eglise Protestante Baptis te, now has six members and a t least 20 worshippers each Sunday. 
Almost without exception, they trusted Christ since Aug ust 1993. We have had 12 new be lievers since January 1994. 

We praise the Lord tha t it is He who builds the house, not us. Pierre, baptized on Easter Sunday, is very excited abou t being 
trained as a cell group leader to lead people to the Lord and discip le th em," says Dale H u fnagel, missionary planting a French-
speaking church in Bafoussam, Cameroon. . . . . . . . . . 

" Because of lack of materia ls, we write studies for the leaders on topics rangmg from d1sC1 plmg nevv Chnst1ans to equ1ppmg 
pastors. At Cameroon Baptis t Theological Seminary, the ,~ord is preparing Patrick to pastor. th is Frencl1~speaking chu~·ch. " 

Marcy Hufnagel leads a discipleship class for women. Up to five women have been com mg. Lord willing, some will be 
ready for baptism w hen we have fi nished all the lessons." 

New Churches Planted in Japan 

II The Japan Baptis t Conference gives church planting top priori ty," says Hisash i Murakami, pastor of the Baptist church in 
Tsu . "Our goal is to establish five churches by the year 2000. We now have started four church plants with one Japanese 

pastor and three missionary cou
p les. We a re encouraged as we 
w itnessed four baptisms in 
lnazawa and Kongo ... the first 
fruits that have been reaped 
through baptism since the current 
chu rch p lants were begun. The 
Japan Baptist Conference now 
has e ight organized churches 
w ith a membersh ip of -!69, an 
increase of 30 in 1993. Th i rt\·-two 
baptisms in 1993 marks the.most 
remarkable increase in the past 
s ix vears. Twentv-se\·en home 
Bible s tudies an,; being used b\· 
God to br ing people tn 1-\ imsc"l t. " 
One of these new church plants 
began in the Nagoya area this 
year with Ron and Joan Stn lk'r as 
chu rch p lan ters. 
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To train as many new church leaders as possible globally through 
North American Baptist College, Edmonton Baptist Seminary, North American 

Baptist Seminary, and overseas theological and Bible schools 

NABS Partners with Conference in Training Leaders 

For 136 yea rs, North American Baptist Seminary has served the N.A .B. Conference by preparing leaders for minis try and 
missions. In view of the strong need for workers, NABS set a goal to increase the number of N.A. B. s tudents enrolling by 

10 percent each year. This wi ll only be achieved through God's call in 
the lives of individuals who are nurtured, trained, and called from the 
context of God's local church. During the 1993-94 year, the Seminary in 
Sioux Falls, SD, experienced an 18.91 percen t increase in the number of 
N.A.B. Conference students beginning s tudies. The tota l number of stu
dents was 312. Applications for the next academic yea r reflect continued 
growth in the number of N.A.B. students. 

To make education more attainable for N.A.B. s tudents, NABS offers a 
g rant to N.A.B. s tudents of $900 per year in addi tion to regu lar financial 
aid . Canadian students also receive special d iscounts to compensate for 
the dolla r exchange rate between the two countries. 

Yet, there is one great challenge. God's call is confirmed in a person's 
li fe when it is affi rmed in the local church. We mus t work together to 
chal lenge as many qua li ty persons as poss ible to respond to God's 
call.- Clinrles M. Hiatt, preside11t, N.A.B. Se111i11ary 

Caring "Training" Comes through the Seminary 

1\ ,ify hus~and sug~ested that I consider getti~g a Mas ters Degree a t North 
1 V .LAmencan Baptist Sem mary. When we arnved for a n in terv iew, I felt it: A 
se~se of de~p prayerfu ~ness and in ten tion surrounding the p lace. Since my 
en1 ollment m the Mamage and Fam1ly Therapy Program, my teachers have 
become persona! mentors, interest_ed in my d evelopment as a un ique person 
and as a professiona l. They have lived w ith me through hard times and 
laughed with me in good times. They have prayed for me and allowed me to 
s truggle w ith issues ~f iden ti ty and fai th, that I might be s trong . They have 
shared_ themselves with me honestly, complete wi th human foibles and fa u lts, 
mode~mg how _to be huma n and a healer at the same time. 1 came to North 
Amencan Baptis t Semmary expecting classes and homew k "th · · · · . . . . or , w1 an occas ional fn endsh 1p. I gamed much more. I have been 
given the free~~m to t1uly discover m_y g ifts, to learn to love and Jive more fu lly, and to deepen my fa ith in God. It is this 
sense of mmisti Y that I want to ca rry mto my life as a professional counse lo r. Jn doi ng so, I hope to honor w e ll the God a nd 
the many people w ho have so honored me.- Mary }. Ada111s, student, Master of Arts, Marriage and Family Therapy Progra111 

Opportunities to Care 

Superv i~ed ~.i n istry a nd Pa~tora l Care expose s tuden ts to the practical s ide 
. o f ministry. Placed m a m1111 st~y ~1tua t1on unde_r a caring supervisor, the 
student w ill hopefull y lea rn what 1s mvolved m bemg a min is ter 1·n a 1 . I . I h . 1 . c , u I c 1, 
a _nursmg i ome, a osp1ta, a pnson, or some other type of ministry that inter-
es ts them. Through this, they a pply w hat they learn in the classroom. Al 
th d . b . . so, 

ey 1scover qu~st1 onsa out mm1stry tha t they ca n bring to the classroom," 
say~ Hugh L1tch '.1eld, d irector o f supervised ministry, N.A. B. Seminary. 

Jn Pa~toral Ca1e, students learn how to practICe and to model the ski lls 
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w hich bu ild and main ta in pastoral relationshjps of caring th rough initiative, visi tation, and routine pastoral roles. "Students 
a re cha llenged to invi te congregations to d iscover and use their pastoral gifts in everyd ay life as lay minis ters of the church. In 
Clinical Pas toral Education, s tuden ts can red iscover their personal and pastoral iden tity as resources for ente ring human 
crises and conversations as insh·uments of God's care," states Dan Leinin ger, p rofessor of pastoral care a nd counseling. 

cantly to help me endure this difficult time of my life. 

A Senior's Reflections on Caring 

A s I walk through the doors of North American Baptist Seminary for 
the last tin1e, I feel a variety of emotions. Although I a m very excit

ed that I have completed my Master of Divinjty degree, I find it diffi
cul t to leave trus commuru ty I have g row n to know a nd love. I feel that 
the Seminary has become more than a p lace of h igher learning. 

I remember three yea rs ago how quickly I became involved in this 
loving, giving, encouraging, supporting, and accepting community. 
This is a community that has allowed me to use my gifts to support 
others and has also touched my li fe, as well as that of my wife and 
cluldren. 

After my uncle was m urdered this spring, the Semina ry commw-1ity 
showed me its love in so many ways. God used th.is community s ignifi-

1 As I leave the Seminary, it is my goal to facilitate the same kind of commLL11ity as a hosp ital d1ap-
la in. Thank you, NABS, for deeply touching my life a nd, in turn, allowing me to pass the love of 
Jesus Christ on to others. - Jeff Hasti11gs, 1994 M.Div. graduate, N.A.B . Se111i11nry 

Pastoral Care Classes and Field Training 
Experiences at Edmonton Baptist Seminary 

I n the Pastoral Care a rea, Edmonton Baptis t Seminary offers a core curriculum as we ll a s many 
elec tive cou rses. The courses deal w ith such importan t issues as learn ing to unde rs tand oneself 

th rough an examination of one's family and background, conversion experience, ca ll to m in is try, 
and personality issues. 

Emphasis is g iven to such essen tia ls as communication skills, death and bereavemen t, funeral ser
vices, pre-mari tal and mari ta l issues, weddin gs, cris is situations, conflict s itua tions, church disci
pline, and referral. C lasses em p has ize both the cognitive and the experiential aspects of pas to ra l 
care. For that reason, there a re lectures, role-play situations, student research projects and presenta
tions, films, and actual pastoral event s tudies (case sh1dies). 

The Pas toral Event Sh1dy (PES) is especia lly helpful in the learning of pas toral care. The s tudent 
involved in a pastoral care situation subsequently writes a repo rt o f the ministry event, including the 

actua l dialo&ue. Peer and professor evalua tions of these minish")' s ih1ations are very helpful in the learnn1g process. Sh1d ents 
having a co~centration in the Pastora l Counseling area are also required to take a three-month accred ited Cl inica l Pas toral 
Educa tion (CPE) internship in a hospital. 

Producing N.A.B. Leaders-Whose Task Is It? 

L et me tell you about Phil ip. The name is fic titious. HoweYe r, the accou nt is true. 
Phi lip g rew u p in a fine Chris tia n home a nd a ttended an active o rth American 

Baptis t Con fe rence church. He w as much like a ll o f the other you th \)f the church . 
One of the things unique abou t th is chu rch was that en tering into m issilm sen· ice 

and church leadership was given h igh regard. When Phi lip reached h is teen \ 'CMS, 

the pas tor drew h im as ide one d ay and said, " Phil ip, have you ever thought ·of 
being a pas tor or Chris tia n worker? We, as pas tors, will some da y have to bt• 
replaced. I think God may be calling you!" Philip never thought he was cci pabk 
enough, but the cha llenge from this be loved pastor never left him. 
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Some years la ter, when Philip felt ca lled to enter college and go to seminary, he was s pecifica lly di rected to N.A.B. 
Conference schools. His fa mily and church encouraged him. It was in N.A.B. schools that he was well-tra ined and encouraged 
to serve in the N .A.B. fe llowsh ip. He d id so w ith distinction! 

What am I saying? Simply this! It takes more than a semina ry to p rod uce leaders. C hurches need to spawn leade rs. Pas to rs 
need to feel constrained to reproduce themselves. Candid ates for leadersh ip need to be di rected to N .A.B. schools for t ra ining. 
N.A. B. schools need to give p riority to N.A.B. churches in thei r recru itment, and N.A.B. ad minis trators need to ass is t g raduates 
to get started in N .A.B. Conference churches . 

As a pastor, I said, "If we don't supply candidates, we don 't deserve to have pas tors ." 1 still be lieve it! - Paul Siewert, N.A.8. 
College/Ed111011 to11 Baptist Se111i11ary preside11t 

Theological Education is a high priority on all of our overseas mission fi elds," says Dr. Herman Effa, miss ions direc
tor. "Reports give record enrollment in the schools in N igeria and Cameroon. Enrollment at the Seminary in Porto 
Alegre, Brazil, ~ontinues to increase, and our missionaries serving in the Philippines continue to. train nationa l 
workers on a ~1ble school level to serve as pastors ." The training received and the caring nurtunng of future lead

ers and pastors by na tionals and missionaries make a difference in the Bible teaching and discipling of seekers a nd be liev
e rs . Many of the leaders on the Fi elds as well as the Gen eral Secretary of the Cameroon Baptis t Convention are recent grad-
uates of the Cameroon Baptist Theolog ical Seminary in Ndu. . 

Committed Students Make Sacrifices 

E ven though Cameroon is experiencing econom ic p roblems, Cameroon 
Baptist Theological Seminary experienced its highes t enro llment in 1993-

94 wi th 159 students. "There is a shortage of beds, d esks, and chai rs . Many 
students s truggle along on one meal a day 111 order to pay their fees. We've 
seen God care for His own. Women rep resenti ng the Nkambe and Nd u 
Fields rnme to the Semjnary with bags o f corn and rice, beans, yams, and 
plantams, that they had grown. They donated the produce to the students . 
~he ~~ople want. tra ined leaders and are wi lling to sacri fice to make this pos
s1bl~ , says M1ss1.onary David Burgess, who serves as Librarian and Director 
of FmanCial ServJCes at the Seminary. "God is using His caring people to 
help feed the 158 students plus 80 ch ildren who are part of the C BTS family." 

In 1994, thirty-one students graduated from the Seminary. "God is faith fu l
ly blessmg the min is try of grad uates and other leaders as we sec both 
numeric ~nd sp.iritual growth in our Ca meroon Baptist Convention churches. 
They d esire reviva l and s pintua l renewal in Cameroon," says Burgess. 

Seminary Students Write Training Materials 

T1is yea r Missionary Annema rie Hattenhauer desig ned a new c . 
'T · · · Cl · · · c o UJ se, 

ia1_n 111g 1ri st1an Educat101.1 Personnel," at the Cameroon Ba tis t 
Theolog1cal Seminary. Du ring th is course, the students helped t p ·t -

i " T · · N · I B o wn ea manua, rammg a t1ona ible Teachers" dealing w1·tJ1 the I J'f 
d I . ' persona 1 e 

a n tie work of the Bible teacher of ch ildren, youth and ad u lt Tl l · 
. t t . f B'bl I , s . iey a so w10 e wo series o 1 e essons fo r children . ThrougJ1 tJ11·5 

t · · 
I t G d ·11 . . ra1 n111g, we pray 

t 1a o w1 accomplish His purpose of caus ing ne .. , C l .· t. · 
Ch .· . . c n 11 IS 1a ns to g row Ill 

11s t, as they are taug ht His Word as it applies to Camei·o · I 
Tl · I f ' c · on1an cu tu re 

11s c ass o 10 studen ts then held s ix one-da o r I lf-d · . . ·. . . · 
ied from four to s ixty-foLi i· peop le "W t Y . ia . ay sem mai sessions m Ndu Field Baptis t Ch urches. Attendance va r-

. · e wan mo1e teaching" "WI d.d 
Cameroonian Chris ti ans who attended tli e "t · 1 '. ,, ·f 1Y 1 you not ca ll mo re people to attend"? responded na sessions o six · f . On weekend s, s tudents needing to coinple te. t· . 1 . se111111a rs or Bible teachers. 
I' d . . in e1ns 11ps serve as B'bl t 1 :. ucat1on assignments . c 1 e eac 1ers and /or preachers during their Fie ld 

Many o f those in leadersh ip positions on the Ndu F' Id . C 
ie in a meroon as II ti C 

we as 1e enera l Secre ta ry of the Cameroon 16 BAPTIST H ERALD ' 

Bap tist Convention are recen t g rad uates of the Cameroon Baptis t Theologi~al Semin~ry in ~du. " It's import~n t for me to con
tinue to be fai th ful in m y day-to-day routine of w riting lesson notes, teachmg, ma.rk111g ass1g1_1me,~ts, and ~ettmg up courses to 
eq uip students to conduct seminars to train Bible teachers fo r the Cam eroon Baptist Conven tion, says Missionary teacher, 
Annemarie Hattenha uer. 

A Strong Sense of God's Call 

D uring the 1993 school year, the Rio Grande do Su l Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Porto Alegre had 33 full- time stu

dents and 26 part-time studen ts." Although there were no gradu
ates in 1993, it is expected that there wi ll be a good grou p of gradu
ates in 1994," sa ys Pas tor Bruno Seitz, director. 

National missionary, Florinda Sera fin, a g raduate of Edmonton 
Baptis t Semina ry, and M issionaries Keith Bienert ~nd Ri~hard 
Rabenhors t, as well as pas tors, w ho volunteer their services, serve 
as professors. . 

"The Sem inary year runs fro m March to December w ith classes 
each even in g from 7:15 to 10:30 p.m.," says Bienert. "Most of the 
students work all day from 9 a.m . to 6 p .m. and then go to sem i
nary classes. They are a lso expected to be involved i.n their church
es on the weekends as part of thei r p ractical fie ld education." 
Because o f the di fficult and demand ing life of the Semi.na ry s tu

d ents, th ey usually have a strong sense of God's .ca ~ I on their lives, or they would_ not ma k_e tl:e nec~ssa ry sacrifices: . 
The basic curriculum of the Seminary is very sm11lar to that of our North Am erican Semmai y cur11cu lum. ln add1 t1on t.o . 

sem inary classes, s tudents a re required to be in vo lved in fie ld education as well as the ye~ rly ~um.m;,r Oanuary) ~v~,ng~hstic 
outreach. " Each studen t m us t be in volved for at least two weeks as well as, one m?nth o f 111te rnsh1p, says B1ene1 t. Se\ en 
sem inary s tudents w ere involved in d oor-to-door evangelism and. ch1ldre~ s mee'.m gs , a~d s~1o~ed the JE~U? fi lm;_H 1s 111 
these minis try opportu n ities tha t s tudents learn to care; thus m akmg the u education 1:1? 1e p 1achcal and profitab le. An evan
gelis tic team of four s tud ents, tra in ed by Lilyane Bienert, travels every weekend 111 m1111s try, a lso. 

Theological Education Made Readily Available in Philippines 

A lbay Bible Communi.ty o f Legazpi Ci ty in the Ph ilippines recently celebrate~ its 
fifth ann iversary. This young church o f only 60 members has a lready comm is

sioned three of its men for church p lanting and pas to ral ministries in and around 
Legazpi. Several others a re show ing evidence of ~od 's call upon their lives for s im
ila r ministry. We believe one of the reasons for th is h igh ratio o f vvorkers com111g 
from one cong rega tion is tha t from the begin n ing, theological education has been 
readily avai lable to a ll the m embers . 

By taking the ti·aining to w here the peopl.e live and work, tho~e w ho for economic 
or family reasons would never cons ider gomg away to att~nd Bible school, now 
have the opportunity. O thers take one or two cou rses tha t mteres t them a nd 
th roug h that find themselves being drawn b y the Holy Spi rit into se rio us prepara
tion for m inistry . 

W ith the shorta g e of h·a ined p astors throug ho u t the Philippine s, our work wou ld 
have been serious ly hindered had we not foLmd a way_ to t rain lead ers from among the_bel ie~:rs in ~ur ~rea . From a personal 

· f · ·ss1· 0 11 ~ ry noth ing is m ore reward mg than to be able to teach m en Ill class seve1 al evenmgs each week and 
P01n t o v iew, as a mi " ' k G d f I :1 · d I · · 

f l k ·k 'de by side w ith them in min istry. We than ' o or eac m g us to eve op our B1col Baptist the rest o t l e wee w01 s1 . . . 
· · · Center and for the way He 1s usmg this progra m. 

Theological Trai~mg . ff . d fo. s tud y at BBTTC. At least four of the 15 s tudents took courses to prepare them for fu ll -
ln 1993, 12 sub1ec~s wei e:l 

0 
feli e 

1 
g raduated . -Lee Bertsch, cf111rc'1 planter allii Tmi11i11g Ce11ta director n11d tcoc/1cr 

tim e Christia n serv1Ce, am 0 t i ese one 
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25 
4,190 
4,609 

226 
143 

British Columbia 
Association 

Churches 
Members (-57) 
Av. Worship Attendance 
Received Christ 
Baptisms 

Pacific Northwest Association 
16 Churches (inc. 2 err ) 

2,077 Members (+44) 

Alberta Association 
49 Churches {incl 1 CPP) 

1 CPP 
8,048 Members (-137) 
8.710 Av. Worship Attendance 

2 16 Received Christ 
312 Baptisms 

Saskatchewan Association 
14 Churches 

1,275 Members (-14) 
1,379 Av. Worship Attendance 

20 Received Christ 
36 Baptisms l 

16 
2,169 
1,725 

41 
74 

I 

Northern Dakota 
Association 

Churches 
Members (+ !I ) 
Av. WorshipMendancc 
Received ChnSl 
Baptisms 

1,703 Av. Worship Attendance 
79 Received Christ 
80 Baptisms Central Dakota/Mo ntana 

Association 
26 Churches 

1 err 
3,392 Members. (-10) 
2,710 Av. Worship Attendance 

74 Received Christ 

Northern California 
Association 

18 Churches 
3 err 

6,547 Members (+373) 
6,999 Av. Worship Attendance 

508 Received Christ 
266 Baptisms 

Southern California 
Association 

Churches 
err 
Members (+33) 

41 Baptisms 

Central Pac ific Association 
14 Churches (inc. 1 e rr) 
1 err 

2,368 Members (+58) 
2.182 Av. Worship Attendance 

72 Received Christ 
69 Baptisms 

13 
l 

2,203 
2,445 

89 
152 

Av. Worship Attendance 
Received Christ 
Baptisms 

NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST 

CONFEREN E 
Churches in Canada and the U.S.A. 

This map refle~ts the number of churches, membership, 
average worship attendance, number who received Christ 
and number of baptisms. (- under/+over 1992) ' 

South Dakota/Wyoming 
Association 

16 Churches 
2,777 Members (+4) 
2,234 Av. Worship Attendance 

78 Received Christ 
83 Baptisms 

Southwestern Association 
24 Churches 

2,134 Members (-46) 
1,775 Av. Worship A ttendance 

39 Received Christ 
40 Baptisms 

Manitoba Association 
17 Churches 

1 e r r 
2,421 Members (+9) 
2,601 A v. Worship Attendance 

56 Received Christ 
73 Baptisms 

Minnesota/Lacrosse 
Association 

12 C hurches (inc. 1 CPP) 
1,419 Members (-70) 
1,094 Av. W orship Attendance 

12 Received Chris t 

48 Ba ptisrns 

Wisconsin Association 
11 Churches 

1 e rr 
2,215 Members (-369) 
2,049 Av. Worship Attendance 

27 Received Christ 
79 Baptisms 

Iowa Association 
14 Churches 

2, 115 Members (-95) 
1.492 Av. Worship Attendance 

49 Received Christ 
33 Baptisms 

Southern Association 
15 Churches 

1 e r r 
1,493 Members 
1.435 Av. Worship Attendance 

85 Received Christ 
49 Baptisms 

ll 

13 
1,882 
1,386 

42 
49 

Great Lakes Association 
29 C hurches 

2 CPP 
6,811 Mem bers (-7) 

6,131 Av. Worship Attendance 
182 Received Christ 
236 Baptisms 

Illinois Association 
Churches 
Members (-7) 
Av. Worship Attcnd~nce 

Received Christ 
Baptisms 

Florida Church 
I Church 

93 Members (+3) 

I 

Eastern Association 
25 Churches (inc. 2 CPr) 

3,468 Members (-55) 
3,412 Av. Worship Attendance 

133 Recei vcd Christ 
106 Baptisms 

Atlantic Association 
17 Churches (inc. 2 CPP) 
1 C PP 

2,046 Members (+42) 
1,866 Av. Worship A ttendance 

67 Received Christ 
92 Baptisms 

1993 
STATISTICS 

385 Churches 

71 Av. Worship Attendance 

13 Church Plants* 

61,143 Members 

58,008 Av. Worship 
Attendance 3 Received Christ 

4 Baptisms 

2,065 Baptisms 

2,098 Received Christ 

*Church pln11ti11g projects nre 
those ch11rches receiv ing 
C011fere11ce s11pport but 11ot 
received into the A ssocintio11 
ns of December 31, 1993. 
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MBTS Is a Power House 

"The Marnbilla Baptist Theological School 
is the power house of the Mambi lla 

Baptis t Convention," says the Rev. Peter 
Jumvuh, principal. "It has become the back
bone of the Convention as both men and 
women are trained in the college to promote 
the gospel minis try of our Lord in the villages 
and churches of the Convention. Some gradu
ates are teach ing Chris tian Religious 
Knowledge in primary and secondary schools. 
fn 1993, following graduation, 21 pas tors, 
including three women, went ou t to serve the 
Lord in the churches and as Christian 
Religious Knowledge teachers . In 1994, the s tu
den t body. totaled 122; of these, 28 graduated. 

Theolog1eal Education by Extension contin
ues in Nigeria. Missionary Jim Mische pro
duced study guides for "Hebrews" and 
"Culture and the Christian Home," which a re 
used in these classes. 

Bible School to Begin in Russia 

p lans are in process for opening a Bib le schoo l in Samara, Russia, 
_October 3, .1994. Dr-. Ha'.old Dressler, missionary to Eas tern and Central 

Euiope, coordmates this m1111s try for our Conference. Jn consu lta tion w ith 
the Russian Bapti st leadership , Dressler determined the curricu lum, class 
sched ules, and ass ign ed teachers. 

The Bible school w ill run from October th ro ug h June 3, 1995. Sixteen 
volunteer teachers fro m North America will serve for a two-week period 
each, ~eachmg one concentrated Bib le and/or m inis try course. The school 
is _des1gne? to prepare 20 young people to become church planters, ch urch 
missionanes, and Sl_mday school teachers fo r Russian Baptis t churches. 

Samara, a uruvers1ty ci ty of one and one ha lf mi ll ion is situated on the 
Volga River_ abou t 1,000 kilometers sou theas t o f Mosc~w. Three Baptis t 
churche~ with a membership of more than 1,200 are v igorous ly engaged in 
evangeltshc o utreach in Samara. A fourth church will be p lan ted in the 
Public L1brarv where the Mo· d I · J 

]' 1 mans an Je iovah 's Witnesses meet, a so . 

Theological Education Provided in Europe 

p astora_I tr.aining con ti_nues as Dr. Harold Dressler teaches a t the Baptis t Seminary and Bible School in Novi Sad, Serbia; in 
Dr A~stna;. ~n H_un?ary;, m the Cz_ech Republic; and a t the Bapbs t Sei:ii inary in Moscow. Much apprecia t_io n is exp res.sed ~or 

· D essle s_mmistr~. We ens;11 e you that every penny you 111ves t 111 s upporting God 's 111 1111s try to us Ill Novi Sad 1s bem g 
~u:ti phed t1

wugh D1. _Dress!er s f,~ 1 th ful teaching and inspi ring preach ing of the Word o f God," says_Ze li m ir Srnec'. directo r, 
. b e fhe~ ogical Tram mg Cen te1. We express ou r grati tude from the bottom of ou r hearts to your m1ss1on fo r ma kmg 1t pos

sible for him to help us prepare men a nd women fo r the Lord 's minis try to the Ch urch and through the Chu rch. " 
B In Septem~e r, se vera l N.A. B. Conference pas tors w ill be teach ing and doing evangelism in Bul garia. Two s tuden ts from 

u lgana s tu1 ied at North American Baptis t Sem ina ry in Sioux Falls and a t North American Bap tis t College in Edmonton th 1~ past sc iool year. 
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by Volunteering 

· To provide Volunteer in Missions service opportunities for at least 
50 youth and adults in 19~4 

l\. If o re than 100 volunteers served in i~di_vid~al an? team 
1 V L ninistries on N.A.B. Conference m1ss1on fields 111 1993 
w ith a t lea st 50 serving in 1994. "Volunteers continue t? make 
excellent contributions in minis try as well as construction of 
needed buildings," says Fred Folkerts, associate missions 
d irector and volunteer coordinator. 

The GATEWAY program provides cross-cultural min is try 
and serv ice opportunities for individuals and g roups: ln 1?93 
Fred and Nancy Folkerts led a group to serve in Mex1.co ~1ty, 
w he re they experienced "wond erfu l resu lts fr?m m1111.stn_es, 
such as p rison evangelism, park outreach, Sc: 1pture d 1str1bu-. 
tion, and Vacation Bible School. Forty-one child re_n made de_c_1-
s ions for Christ. We also had the fun of redecorat111g the entne 
inside of the church sanctua ry," says Folkerts. In July 1994, 
the Folkerts led another team that served in ~ut:each_ and 
evangelism ministries in Mexico City with m1ss1onanes, Juan 
and A ma nd a Luna. 

Dr. Walte r Kerber, the Rev. Ken Priebe, and a team of 45 per-
sons from Canada did construction work on a 
ch u rch build in<> fo r a new church p lant, and 
evangelism thr~ugh the s.howing of the JESUS 
fi lm in lng leses, SC, Braz il. 

Dr. a nd Mrs. Manuel Maria no o~ Grand . 
Forks, N D, volun teered th~i r m~d1c~l exp: rtise 
in ophthamology in the Pl~1hpp111es_ m ~a 1 ly 
1994. By us ing thei r ski lls 111 eye ~u 1 ge1 y, many 

eo le were able to see aga in . It is hoped th_at 
~lo~g w ith the med ical help received tha ~ Bible 
s tudy g roups w ill become church p lants Ill 

these areas . II s I 1 
Thirteen volun teers headed by Dar'.·e c lU l 

of Elk Grove, CA, spent th ree weeks Ill 
Ca meroon, w he re they worked n111e d6s . I 

uttin a roof on Ebouh Barre Baptis t lllt_c i 
p N k g b a The team w hich a lso toU1ed 
Ill ongsom c . ' . . , d to 
the m ission wo rk in Cameroon, ie tU1ne . t - . 

. . d t God and a g1ea e1 America w ith gra t1tu e 0 . . 

d .. t f Ifill the Div ine Comm1ss1o n. 
es 11 e o u t ·c volun-
S . I N A B Con fe rence pas ors ai 

eve1 a . · · · . , ·k a lonasid e some 
teer ing the 11· services to \\ O I 1· oa11d church 

. B l .· · 1 evanae ism c 
churches _1 11 u ga n a 1'. 1 99~ The teachers at the 
Pla n ti ng 111 Septembe i · . I -

. S I I ·n Samara, Russia, are a so 
new Bib le c ioo 1 thei r time to teach 
volunteenng tw o weeks of 

th~;~~ women of our churches contidnue tdo voi'-
. . ro,·ide much neede me ica 

untee~ t111t. to pl their White C ross mirnstnes. 
supplies t i10ug l . t to Cameroon in Fcbrnary. 
A shipment w as sen ' 
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Invite people to follow Christ and to encourage them to become a 
vital part of a local church 

O n all overseas mission fields as well 
as in North America, the Lord 

gives us opportuni ties to witness. 
Through evangelism ministries over
seas, 3,000 came to know Chr ist, fol
lowed the Lord in baptism, and joined a 
local church. In North America, 2,098 
received Christ as Savior and 2,065 
were baptized . As we take these oppor
tuni ties, we are blessed, and others 
come to know the Lord or move closer 
to that poin t. Some of the needs and 
opportunities are related here. 

We Feel So Blessed 

"We feel there are no other people 
so blessed as we who serve the 

Lord on mission fields," state Juan and Amanda Luna. "Why? We witnessed in the Santa Ursula area in Mexico and reached 
people for the Lord. Twenty people were baptized. Eighty-three persons made decisions for the Lord in the streets." 

No Idea How Much Peace 

Easter ~vasCabs.ol utely great! We ~cli psed 200 for the first time in our existence and bap tized nine. Two made firs t-time deci
SJOns or hnst, and two rededicated their lives. 

One who made a first-timed · · f Ch · I he 1 . 1 . ecision or rist was a man w 10 came a lone. Well thought th rough over a long period of time, 
gave i1s ieart to Christ at ho th t ft H d · · · 

Ch.Id d < me a a ernoon. e es1res to grow m Christ and to share the Good News wi th his w ife 1 ren, an men at work " f I d ·d h h , 
- Byron 8 d I I 1 1 1 

· la no 1 ea ow muc peace a person can have w hen his sins are tota lly forgiven," he says. 
ro e 1, c 111rc 1 p n11ter, Vn11co11ver, Wnshi11gto11 

He's My Hero 

"He's my l · " · · i e1 o, sa s a m1ss1onar referrin about Emmanufi? y, g to Emmanuel, who goes out weekends to do eva ngelism. What's unique 

Born deformed-without legs-in War Wa r Ni . E . . 
deformed chi ldren here But E I' ' gena, . mmanuel began life differently than most. Usua lly parents ignore 
G · mmanue s parents are diffe rent Tl Cl · · ' embu. They cared for hi m and t 1 . . · 1ey are lrist1ans and members of First Baptist Church of 

sen lJm to primary school He g · d t d t th f [ · ment teacher's college. · i a ua e a e top o l lS class and now stud ies at a govern-
Through the carin g concern of his Church E I 

pedals with his hands. ' mman ue saved enough money to purchase a three-wheel bicycle - one he 

Here comes the her~ part: On weekends, Emmanuel about . . . . 
es of the love and savmg power of Jesus Cl . t 0 , f h 15 or 16 yea1s old, rides his bicycle to villages w here he w itness-
As a result, 56 people accepted Ch rist as Sa::~.:. none o t ese weekends, he visited seven churches and gave his testimony. 

Two Years Is Short-term? 

11 'Two Y.ears is short-term?' my fr iends questioned as l r 
. . "English classes. Now my two years have come t p epared to_ leave Canada for Japan to teach conversational 
sax~. Yu1 I Nakano, a Japanese young woman from Canad~ an end, [ feel It IS too short, so [ have ex tended my ti me in Japan," 

ince many Japanese are eager to learn En lish k. c. 

- g ' ma mg contacts via conversa tional English classes is a good way to intro-
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duce the Japanese students to Christ. These opportunities come as I teach English at Central Glass Company, or at the 
University class to med ical students, or at Takada Women's College. The cha llenging part comes in seizing opportunities to 
share Christ whenever possible." 

On Saturdays, Yuri taugh t a Bible class to nursing school studen ts, who virtua lly knew nothi~g ab.ou t Christ. Two yOLmg 
men, urnvers1ty students, are also in the 

Witnessing through Short-term Ministry 

Bible class. One is a seeker and the 

other intellectually attacks Christianity. 
"I continue to respect the Japanese 
Christians here who patiently persevere 
to bring their loved ones to Christ," she 
says. 

"I am so thankful that God uses my 
English-speaking abi li ty and my 
Japanese background, which T had 
taken for granted, for His service. I con
tinue to learn the need for prayer. My 
love for God and the desire for the peo
ple of Japan to know Him as personal 
Savior has not weakened but has gotten 
sh·onger. l encourage others to come to 
share the love of Jesus with the 
Japanese people." 

The Japanese struggle w ith some of the same ~1 i ngs we struggle with.:. materialism, sta tus, pride. They also struggle with 
some of the same questions Westerners ask: Are we really born as s1ru1ers"? "Seeing a ll the evi l in this world, is God rea l

ly good"? "Isn't it enough just to be a good perso.n"? They a lso ~trug,?le ~ith thei,: traditional religions and a certain amount 
of supersti tion, the feeling tha t they should practice these trad1t~ons !ust 111 case. . . 

r enjoyed, yet struggled wi th, .t~e fact tha t I w.as always a foreigner m Japan. Often ~,w ished I could melt m,~o the crowd, but 
it has g iven me many opporturnties to spea~ w ith Jai:>anese o~ all ages. The question, Wha~ do you do ~1ere? , Jed to many 

t . bo it Cli r·is•i·ani ty and my fa1tl1, especially dunng rny many hours on the tram. When children came up to me conversa ions a 1 · ' · · · · ti s 
h. t . t. the ir English I took this opportunity to 111v1te lem to unday school. 

wan ng o p1 ac ice ' · t 1 · t t · b · Ch · · 
0 f 1 m. my Bible study class continues o s iow 1n eres m ecommg a n sttan. 

ne o t le women · d · · 
Sh . . d b ti e "escape" that God has provide - that we can be forgiven of our sm, even though people around us e 1s 1mpresse y l c 

may not be able to forgive. · I f · · ' ~ f · 1 Japan I feel sad havmg to eave my many nends. It has been a JOY to see some of them become 
Afte r serving our years 11 ' ' ' · ·fy y I b · · 1 · · . . th . ' interest in Christ 111tens1 . ou can s lOW you care y com mg to continue t 11s mmistry. _ Debbie 

Chnstians and to see o ei s . . I ,d · I 
/\/ '· .1 slwrt-term 1111551011nry w 10 serve 111 npn11 Kern, Ed111011/011, ue1 n, 

Unreached Villagers in Mexico 
. . . ti e fishing villaae of la Manga i.n Mexico, where we have a Tuesday afternoon service. One of 

There are no ~hn~tian meln 
11~ ~ith tears strea~1 ing down his cheeks. He knows he's not saved, bu t finds it too hard to give

the men sat Ill his littles lac 
up his li fe of sin. . 1 t tangled up in his fishing net. It began to pull them farther and fa rther out to sea. It 

h I ·ge sea amma go ' I d I · I b f H e told us ow a at ' f 1 ·s boat h irned on. They la to cut tle net away trom t l e oat to ree themselves. " l 
was as if he didn' t have the moto.rlo ~1 

·ts anchor in Jesus Christ. Without Jesus, we're no match for Satan and the snares of 
told him that th is was like a life w1t1ou ' c 

the world." . . . villa es. The people teach u~ so much about seafood , fi~h in~, and life on thl' C_ulf. We try 
We minister in very porn fi s~u~gWordgbut the majority of the f1s~iermen are too mvolved m dnnkmg and ltves ot sin to be 

to teach them about God and 1 . f ' ·l·es when they are drinkmg. Most of the adults and older teens can' t read. Verv few 
b ·ve to their am1 1 · 

interested . Many are a usi . . 
ever marry; they just get tog~thei · . reat -Siie Bnro11 , career 111issicmnry, So11ora Stnt1•, Me.nco 

The need for the Gospel w1t·ness is g . 
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to through Medical Ministry 

Caring with Christian compassion means not only providing med ical help for phys ical healing but a lso spiritual help 
throug h witnessing and d iscip ling. 

"Even though the pas t year has been difficu lt because of the economic malaise in Cameroon, personnel sho rtages, difficul
ties in importing drugs, and illnesses of key personnel in hea lth ministry, the Lord sus tained ," says Pius Tih, Cameroon 
Baptist Convention Health Board chair. 

Yearly, the hospitals and clinics observe a Medical Day of Prayer, which is preceded by a spi ri tua l emphasis w ee k. The 
churches actively participate in this Day of Prayer for healing of the s ick. 

Of the 1,013 patients counseled at Banso Baptis t Hospital; 81 received Chris t as Savio r; 345 rededicated their lives to C hrist; 
and 225 Moslems expressed appreciation for the medical ministry. At Mbingo Baptis t Hospita l, the chaplain counse led 896 
persons. 

Medical m issionaries witness to patients and families and lead discipleship groups and Gosp el teams in their area. " It is a 
joy to hav~ co~pleted. leading three Theological Education by Extens ion courses for hospital s taff at Mbingo. Participants 
took ~;nume mteres t m o ur non-Christian pa tients and vis itors . We looked for ways to show God's love as we cared for 
th~m, says Rodney Zimmerman, miss ionary doctor serving a t Mbingo Baptis t Hosp ital in Cameroon. 

I am b,u r~ened over the lack of doctors in Cameroon and Nigeria. Pray urgently for the Lord of the harvest to send out 
laborers,' Zimmerman says. "It was 16 yea rs ago that I first heard the call to come to Cameroon to fi ll a vacancy of a nother 
leprosy doc.tor who was going on a much needed rest. I cannot ' imag ine' having been too busy with m y own agenda to ha ve 
been unavatla?le ~o His call and special plan for m y life. The need here is urgent. I pray tha t those God is ca lling even now 
wou~d hear His stil l small voice. He will change and charge your li fe!" 

This year 24 leprosy patien ts were d ischarged afte r comple ting the ir trea tment. " It was a joyous occasion as a numbe r had 
been able to go to school w hi le a t Mbingo, and others completed their vocational rehabilita tion tra ini ng so they can return 
home able to make a living in their own right." 

Does Caring Matter? 

c ommanded to Care: to go and fi nd the lost and wa yward. Why? Because God has com mand ed us to d o so. Us! 

·· .TO CARE. .. enoug h to do what it ta kes so that even those living a long (or not too far off) a twis ting, rutted , some 
places-dan~erous, one lane, d irt road , trus t us eno ugh to not on ly talk w ith us, to not only want and ta ke medical c.are from 
us, but to believe what we say, and to desire the joyous, e ternal li fe in Jesus Ch ris t to the ex ten t that they not o nly think of 
Him as a p rophet bu t also decide to trust Him as personal Lord a nd Sav ior. 

Young Jenabou (o r is it Zenabou, or 
Aisatou?) lives near that road in 
Cameroon. Her fi rstborn sits on her lap 
sick with dysentery. ' 

A s ixteen-year-old girl is in her first 
marriage to a man with two other 
wives, older and more experienced than 
she. Her concerns center on the welfare 
o f her d aug h ter (her joy in life) and 
p leasing her husband and the other 
w ives in her new roles as w ife, mother 
(not only for her child bu t also for the 
o ther chi ldren, too), and food provide r. 
She is now unders tand ing in a ne w way 
the rea l importance of fa ith ful prayer to 
Allah . She does not wa nt her da ughter 
to die. So fa r, her life has been fa irly 
good , and she hopes it will con tinue. 

Lord, she is so shy . . . I hope she heard 
::;om e of wha t a vill age hea lth worker 
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A village al lite "r11d" of tlte road 

Yo 1111g 11011-C/1rislia11 1110//ier wit Ii lier c/1ilrl, 
wail i11g for 111edici11cs 

God's Power Evident in Healing 

spoke from Your Word. I hope she senses Your Presence he re .. . tha t our 
lives and actions will show You to her. .. and tha t she w ill come back ... 
and her husband, too. Lord, this is going to take time . . .I think a long 
time. 

How much do I care? How m uch do you ca re? Does it rea lly matter? -
Dap/111c D1111ger, 111issio11ary 1111rsc/111irlwife, Life Alm11rlm1t Progrn111111e, 
Ca111eroo11 

Remote Areas Need Physical and Spiritual Care 

We traveled to a distant g roup of villages in a p rimarily non-Chris tian 
area to assess the health needs of the population which would be 

served by a proposed vi llage. health p~st. Although the ar~a was predo m
inantly non-Chris tian, the chiefs and v illage rs trea ted us kmdly. Our team 
of 20 people lived in the villages during the ten-day survey. Kathy Kroll 
and I shared a room in a non-Chris tian compotmd. Our hos t fa1rnly w as 
polygamous. The head of the household 's 18-year-old w ife (his fourth . 
and younges t) will ingly vaca ted her sma ll room ~or us. She he~ped us m 
many ways ... carrying washing water fro m the n ver and heatmg it over 
her kitchen fi re. 

While she never complained , life fo r her is di fficult. Having ma rried 
three years earl ier, she co nfided her greates t so rrow w as never having 
had a child. She feared for her fu tu re if she was u nable to do w hat was 
cu lturally expected of he r. 

We vis ited selected household s w here each member w as screened for 
specific diseases. It became apparen t that w~ were d ea ling ".'' .ith an unusu
al ly sick popula tion . . . lots o f mal?na, ane mia, and ma lnutnho n, accom
panied by an abysmal lack of basic he~ lth kno:vledge. Mo1:e. than 80 ~er
cent of the ch ildren lacked 1mmu111zations en tire ly . ln additio n, theres 
their su rpass ing need of salvation. - }11/ir Sto11r, 111erlicnl doctor. Ba11so 
Baptist Hospital 

d ' f d d . e ·e· ~ 1ty is sure One pa tien t Florence, six mo nths pregnan t, was brought to Mbingo 

G~ s co~ tu~ f?w~r an sov 
1 . t~gtf e . and in a coma D~spite treatment for cerebra l malaria, she d evelo ped seizures . 

Tl 
aptifsft - 1°1 sdpiRta dm azn~erooi~ wi 

1 e~· 1
• ' a ·y d~ctor t~ the w ard . Mou rne rs surrounded the patien t. They had g iven up 

1e s ta ca e o ney imme1 man, m1ss1onc i , z· " A d d G d 0 I l . 
h " W · d t d l t l :I vhich seemed very li ttle," says 1mmerman. n truste o . ur c 1ap am 

op e. 1 de conhtm1 uef 
0

.1 oBw 
1t~ we c~~ c' ~lorence h ad stabi lized . Within days and to the amazement of her family, w e dis-

counse e wit t1e am1 y. y 1e nex ay, ' · d' " 
charged her. We truly pra ise God for healing, and even the pregnancy was preserve · 

An Answ er to Why We Care 

0 .11 l l l l. · . · . 0 · 1t of Christian con tact wi th the majority non-Chris tian popula tion. The\· a re co r-
~r ~ 1 

f age d~ea t 1 
c ;n ic~ a te a n:a1o \ P 

11
• vork But they have strong relig io us and socia l res traints tha t close them to the 

I 
1

1
,a' n en ldylpeohp .e w 

10 apGi eci\~ ou.~ \he Book o f Life Some are even named Jesus o r Old Tes tamen t na mes . Thev 
trut 1 t1a t wo u et t e ir na mes! e ~vln e1n 

1
1 ~ li·e~ dy come ·One w orker described o ur kind of outreach as "We jus t lo\,~ 

I"k ti J s s till wa it fo r the rv essia 1 w 10 1as " " . . . 
I e 1e ew , . . ·t d oes have workers p repa red to give tha t a nswe r. - Nlcd1cal doctor 

them until they as k why." And the C hristian commu111 y ' ' 

Ke11 n11d his wife Frn11 fo11es, Nigena 
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M embers of North American Baptist Conference churches care. "We see this in the fa ithful generosi ty of our 
people," says Ron Salzman, management services director. "Your faithful generos ity has sustained and sup

ported Conference missions and minis tries" .. . minis tries like those reported in this issue of the Baptist Herald .. . 
such as church planting, evangelism, theological education, area ministries, medical work, and relief minis tries. 

According to the 1993 Yearbook of Canadian and American Churches, the North American Baptist Conference 
ranked fourth in per capita giving. Among Baptist denominations, it ranks near the top in p er capita g iv ing to 
Conference missions and ministries. 

During the past Triennium, 1991-1993, churches a nd individuals contributed more than $18,500,000 for 
Conference missions and ministries; expenditures totalled $19,330,000 fo r the sam e three years. 

How THE MONEY CAME IN 1991-1993 
General C uncil 2.2% 

Area Ministries 4.1% 

Church Planting --~~ 

1 5~~ 

International 

48.9% 

0.4% NABC/EBS 

30.8% General 
'-4.---- Contributions 

Seminary 

Ministries 
4 3% Development 

How THE MONEY WAS USED 1991-1993 

NABC/EBS 5.3% 

Churc h Growth 
Ministries 13 0% 

Development 8 .3% 

NA B. Seminary 5 3% 

11. 7% Management Services 

The two charts show the breakdown of income or the way churches a nd individuals d esignated their g iving and the 
way the Conference used the contributions. The essential budget a nd projects are combined . About 70 percent of the 
yearly contributions are designated for particular ministries. This leaves 30 percent (undes ignated or general) for neces
sary ministries or basic services and ongoing general ministries. 

How THE MONEY CAME IN 1993 How THE MONEY WAS USED IN 1993 

General Contnbut1ons 28 9% r 47.2% 

Development 5.4% ......... 
Management Services 10 6% 

N A B. Seminary 4 9% 

NABC/ EBS 4 9% 

N A B Seminary 0 2% 

Development 4 7% General Council 2 6% 

Church Ministries 14 4% 

Cl1urch Plan11ng 4 7% Church Planting 10 1% 
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It is a test of faith and financia l management to plan expenses equal to 
projected income. Contributions in January and February usually are weak. 
This graph shows income by month. In December, 29.10% of the annual 
contributions or $1,740,210 reached the International Office. 

GIVING BY MONTH 1993 
30% 

25% 

20% 

15% 

10% 
8% 

5% 

0% 
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

. 1992 AND 1993 TOTAL CONFERENCE GIVING 

Amount % 
1992 1993 Change Change 

Local Church $44,768,574 $46,517,216 $1 ,748,642 3.91 % 
Conference Ministry $6,088,301 $5,988,683 ($99,618) -1.64% 
Cont. Ed. Inst. $1,156,478 $1 ,214,300 ($57,822) 5.00% 
NAB. Assoc. Min. $1,321 ,154 $1 ,228,021 ($93, 133) -7.05% 
NAB. Reial. Min. $433,075 $758,969 $325,894 75.25% 
Non-NAB. $2,654,086 $2,423,494 ($230,592) -8.69% 
SUBTOTAL $56,421,670 $58, 130,683 $1,709,013 3.03% 
Other Income $492,667 $285,464 ($207,203) -42.06% 
TOTAL $56,914,337 $58,416, 147 $1 ,501 ,810 2.64% 
Avg. per Member $927 $955 $28 3.06% 
No. of Churches· 386 385 -1 -0.26% 
Membership 61,389 61 , 143 -246 -0.40% 
Avg. Worship Alt. 56,567 58,008 1,441 2.55% 

*Does not include church planting projects and churches awaiting recognition. 

• Bequest Income: In 1991, $226,721; in 
1992, $283,909; in 1993, $275,606. 

• The Women Missionary Fellowship 
raised $97,938 toward the 1993 
Conference budget goal. 

• Individuals and N.A.B. Conference 
churches gave more than $93,000 for 
world relief projects in 1993. 

• The net worth of the Conference con
tinues to grow and to provide a sta
ble financial fou ndation for Confer
ence ministries. "It is imperative that 
a ministry organization of the size of 
the N.A.B. Conference has a finan-

cial base tha t will undergird it in 
times of international currency fluc
tuations, lagging economies, and 
budget shortfa lls. Through endow
ments, properties, trusts, annuities, 
and contributions, the Conference 
has been able to maintain a strong 
and growing financial position. 

• Annual audits by independent 
accounting firms indicate that the 
Conference is maintaining a high 
level of financial integrity. Annual 
audit reports may be secured from the 
Management Services Department. 

1994 GIVING GOAL 
$6,150,000 

Ministries to established churches, pas
tors, youth, Women's Missionary Fellow
ship, church leadership development. 

Church Planting $772,793 

Ministries to 23 existing church plant
ing projects and possibly eight new 
church planting projects in USA and 
Canada. 

·1nterna~ionaU.Missions $3,622,018 

Ministry and support services in 
Cameroon, Nigeria, Brazil, Philippines, 
Mexico, Japan, and Eastern / Central 
Europe. 

Subsidies to North American Baptist 
Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD; Edmonton 
Baptist Seminary and North American 
Baptist College, Edmonton, AB. 

* The giving goal reflects the entire mission 
and ministry financia l needs of the Confer
ence. Ministry support services and admin
istrative expenses are inc/11ded. 

"Throughout North America and 
on seven inte rnational mission 
field s, loving care shown b y North 
American Baptis ts has resulted in 
communities being chan ged 
becau se Christians showed love and 
care in Jesus' na me," says Lewis 
Petrie, d evelopment director. 
"Thank you for your partnership. 
With your financial g if ts and 
prayers, our Conference will contin
ue to ma ke significant contributions 
in extend ing the Kingdom of God as 
we m eet the 1994 Giv ing Goal o f 
$6, 150,000." 
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A
Christian will can be imple
mented and a Christian 
cause p rovided for in any 

number of different ways. Here are 
three of the best options: 

OPTION 1: You can give a per
centage of your estate to the 
Lord's work. 

Probably the option m ost fre
quen tly chosen in the past has been 
that of including some percentage 
of one's estate for the Lord's work. 
Often Christians will say that they 
have been giving a tithe of their 
income over the yea rs and now 
want to give a tithe of their esta te. 
Thus, some will designa te 10%, 
15%, or some other percentage of 
their choosing to provide fo r a 
favorite Christia n cause or causes. 

OPTION 2: You can make the 
Lord's work an equal heir with 
your grown children. 

Some Christians choose to g ive 

0 YES, I would also like to 
receive a free copy of your "Will 
and Trust Planning Guide." 

Name~----------

Address -----------
City _ _ ___ ______ _ 

State/Prov. Code ___ _ 

Home phone ( 

Work phone ( 

Birthdate _ __ Spouse's birthdate __ 

Mail to Dr. Connie Snlios, N.A.B. 
Conference, 1 So. 210 Summit Ave., 

Onk/Jrook Terrnce, JL 60181 
• Phone (708) 495-2000 
• Fnx (708) 495-3301 
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the Lord's work an equal share to 
that of the child ren. They'll never 
be in better partnership! In other 
words, if there are two chi ldren, 
then the Lord's work would receive 
one-third. If there are fou r children, 
then the Lord's work wouJd receive 
one-fifth. If there is one child, then 
the Lord 's work would receive one
half. This is an interesting concept 
that has found favor with a large 
constituency of Chris tian stewards. 

OPTION 3: You can " G ive It 
Twice." 

The most recent and now the most 
popular method of giving fo r Chris
tian stewards tod ay is called the 
"Give ft Tw ice" concep t. By using 
thi s plan, all of your estate goes in 
to a trust a t the dea th of the second 
spouse, when the children are grown 
or at the age of termination of a 
minor's trust. Then, instead of giv
ing the children an equal amount 
outright, n trust is set 11p fo r enc/1 
child in which tl1ey receive nil of the 
inco111e for n period of yen rs. Tha t 
income is generated until the child 
or children have received an 
amount equa l to what would have 
been their original share of the 
esta te. After that period of yea rs, 
wh ich is usually about ten years if 
the annual income is approximately 
10°/c,, the trust remai ns intact for the 
Lord's work. Thi s chart explains the 
concept in g reater deta il. 

The advantages of "G iving It 
Twice" are many. Here are a few 
of them: 

• You are able to supply needed 
funds to you r fa mi ly. 

• You provide some added finan
cial sa fety and secu rity in d istrib
uting to ch ild ren over a period of 

approximately seven to ten 
years . 

• You a re able to support need y 
N.A. B. Conference causes of 
your choice. 

• You provide for professional 
management of investments, 
resources, and trust assets. 

• You can encourage fa mily stabili
ty and interaction. 

• Even if your estate is a modest 
one, you can g ive more to the 
Lord's work than you ever 
d reamed possible. 

In short, just as in life, if you 
want your money to work hard for 
you and want every d ollar to go as 
fa r as it can, the "Give It Tw ice" 
plan continues that sound stewa rd
ship after your d eath through your 
estate. 0 

ESTATE OF 
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Baptist 

$100,000- NET WO RTH 
Upon the death of the fi rs t 
spouse, the entire estate passes 
tax free to surviving spouse. 

Upon the death of the second 
spouse, the estate ($100,000) 
would be placed in a C harita ble 
Trust with earnings paid to chi l
dren for as man y years as it ta kes 
to equal the fu ll va lue of the 
estate, i.e ., $100,000 (usua lly less 
than 10 years). 

Mary Baptis t 
Daughte r 

$50,000 

John B. Baptist, Jr. 
Son 

$50,000 

After satisfying the need s of 
the child ren, the princi pal of the 
Trust, (s till $ ] 00,000) would go to 
the Lord's work. 

0.1C"iJ.&"iJ. 
eolf(/ff {}o.t"&:-----------.;.....:.;;..i 

to for the Potential 

T
hose of us who receive the 
Baptist Herald and are now 
reading this article would 

probably no t ca tegorize ourselves 
as fr inge church members. We are 
reading this article because we 
know a ll kinds of good Christian 
peop le w ho were once very active 
in the loca l church but now seem to 
have w ithdrawn from active partic
ipa tion . Ind eed, some of these peo
p le have actua lly "d ropped out" of 
church life! 

Looking at the title aga in, you 
might say: " Don't tell me about the 
poten tial fr inge member. Tell me, 
instead, how to ca re fo r the person 
who is already at the membership 
fringe." The concern is va lid . Hovv
ever, even as we practice preventa
tive med icine, so we mus t learn to 
practice membership ca re which 
has a preventative component to it. 

When one looks at the reasons 
and the way in which people drop 
out of active church li fe, a very 
fri ghtening fact becomes evident. 
Ma ny of those w ho are no longer 
active in the local church were once 
vib rant church members. This fact 
suggests that we, too, a re potentia l 
fr inge members! Just as those ac
qua intances were once involved 
and then beaan to "d rop out," we 

0 

a lso could experience the same 
thing. . 

For many of us, it seems li ke an 
imposs ibili ty tha t we should ever 
be pa rt of such a move to the ~utc r 
edges of the fe llovvship. Were it to 
be such an imposs ibi lity, however, 

Fringe Member 
by Rick Laser 

the writer of Heb rews would not 
have made such an issue of it in 
10:24,25: "And let us consider how 
we may spur one another on 
toward love and good d eeds. Let 
us not give up meeting together, as 
some are in the habit of doing, but 
let us encourage one another . .. . " 

Certa inly, the two elements 
mentioned above a re there. There 
is an element of care: "spur one 
ano ther on toward love and good 
deeds . . . let us encourage one 
another." There is also the element 
of moving to the fr inge: "Let us no t 
g ive up meeting together, as some 
are in the habit of doing . . . . " 

How does this move to the 
fringe happen? It can be summa
rized in one phrase: a lack of per
sonal ca re. 

There are two distinct times when 
such "ca relessness" can have d ire 
results: At the time of initiation 
into membership, and at any per-

sonal crisis point in one's life, even 
w hen one is an active church mem
ber. For nmv let us look at the for
mer situa tion- initia tion in to mem
bership. 

Initiation into 
Church Membership 

For those who come into the 
membership of a local d1wd1 tlu·ough 
baptism, testimony, or transfer, th e 
lack of care is ev idenced mostly by 
a ll the things that are not done to 
assimilate the new fledgling mem
ber. While the process of extend ing 
care w ill be somewha t d ifferent for 
each of these me mbership en trance 
modes, there are basic care qualities 
common to all activities of edification 
and e,·angelism. For the moment, 
however, let us look at a brief 
sketch on how to make the bap
tismal route into the church more 
meaningful and assimilati\·e. 
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A common complaint in Baptist 
churches has to do with the rate of 
retention of newly-baptized believ
ers. Although there are many re
sources and programs dea ling w ith 
membership assimilation, there is 
very little that is help ful in dealing 
w ith the unique process of the bap
tismal candidate. Ordinarily, the 
procedure has looked something like 
this: A pastor's class is announced; 
those interested in baptism come; 
they are given instruction; they ap
pear before the Deacon Board of the 
church to share their testimony; the 
congregation votes on each per
son 's membership (and baptism, 
too?); the person is baptized. Sud1 a 
procedure has usually resulted in at 
least three things: A few baptisms 
each year, an underd eveloped d is
cipling ministry, and a rather life
less congrega tion. 

A comp rehensive approach to 
membershi p, d iscipleship, and 
small group ministries which I have 
used with some measure of s uccess, 
sees the baptismal entry process in 
three distinct steps: pre-baptismal 
discipleship, the baptismal event, 
and post-baptismal d iscipleship. 

Discipleship, in this approach, 
begins in conjunction with a per
son's conversion (repenting, con
fessing, believing) experience. In 
preparing for such a process in the 
Baptist congregation, severa l things 
need to happen. 

• First, material dealing with the 
ea rl y stages of the Christia n's life 
must be chosen. Several versions 
of this material , su itable for vari
ous age groups, must be at hand . 

• Second , materia ls in which a per
son's fa ith is related to the step of 
baptism must either be chosen or 
written specifi ca ll y for one's ow n 
church situation . 
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• Third, willing and capable lay 
people from the congregation 
must themselves be discipled by 
the pastor, us ing these materials. 

• Fourth, these tra ined lay minis
ters are assigned to disciple new 
Christians one-on-one, preparing 
them for baptism in a personal 
way. 

• Fifth, the result of this disciple
ship will result in a person 's 
written testimony which is 
heard by the discipler, a mem
ber of the pastoral staff, and a 
deacon /elder. (At this juncture, 
congregations employ va rious 
proced ures determined by their 
unique consti tutions and by
la ws.) 

• The person has now completed 
the pre-baptis mal prepara tion 
and is ready to be baptized. The 
baptisma l event, in my experi
ence, is most powerful w hen the 
ca ndidate shares his or her testi
mony with the entire congrega
tion just prior to being im
mersed in the waters of baptism. 

What are some advantages of 
this approach, and what is its con
nection to ca regiving? There can 
be no greater manifestation of 
personal care early on in a 
Christian's life than through per
sonal discipleship. 

Furthermore, even the training 
and discipling of mature lay minis
ters by the pastor is a form of 
intensive ca regiving. 

• In addition, the cong regati on is 
encouraged beca use baptisms 
happen frequen tly (w henever 
someone has completed the pre
baptisma l discipleship process). 

• Fourth, each baptism takes on a 

more personal note instead of an 
assembly-line characteristic. Of 
course, as churches g row and 
the number of disciplers and 
new converts increase, one may 
have to designate a inonthly 
baptisma l Sunday. 

• Fi fth, by establishing a "mentor
ing" rela tionship w ith a mature 
Christian, newly converted and 
baptized members d evelop a 
strong sense of accountability. 
Even more importantly, should 
such a new member be "caught 
in a s in" (Gnlntin11s 6:1), he or s he 
w ill much more li kely res pond 
to.a " reformative" type of disci
~lme be~m:;e ~ rela tionship of 
formative d1sc1pline has 

already been established . Church 
d iscipline (reformative disci
p line) is usually seen as punitive 
and a lienating. Its chances of 
being truly restora tive are much 
in~reased w~en ca ring disciple
ship (formative discipline) has 
been part of the process. 

FinalJy, the joy of entry into 
church membership is no longer 
being neutra li zed as inuch by the 
quick exit of young, unctiscipled 
unassim ila ted church Inembers. ' 
Why? Because care, in this process, is 
translated into deepened re lation
~hi ps; deepe~~d relationshi ps result 
m accOL~ntab1 hty; accountability 
fuses w ith responsibility· responsi
bility assumes the mantl~ of matu
rity; ma turi ty w ill lead us to "grow 
up into Him that is the Head, that 
is, Christ" ( £pliesin11s 4:15). The end 
result is that the entire loca l church, 
Chris t's Body, "grow s and build s 
~tse l f up ,~n love, .as each pa rt does 
its work (Epliesin11s 4:16). 

" But surely," you question, "deep 

(Co11 ti1111ed 011 pnge 33) 

in the Family 
Circus 

I n our everyday hurry, famil y 
life can become as busy as a 
travel ing carniva l. Tlu-ough the 

yea rs, a marriage which began as a 
double ring ceremony can become 
a three-ring circus . 

Bill Keane in his syndicated car
toon, "The Family Circus," shares 
the deligh ts of Billy and his fami ly. 
A typical scene shows Billy stand
ing w ith baseball hat, ball and 
g love in hand as Father relaxes in a 
chai r. Billy looks at him and says, 
"Anytime you' re ready, Dadd y, I'll 
be sitting outside growing older." 
Delightfully, "The Family Circus" 
calls us to both a humor and a w is
dom about love and care in our 
own fami ly circuses. 

In the Gospel o f Matthew, Jesus 
gives his d isciples the w isdom and 
humor of the Beatitudes, then turns 
to the m and says, "You are th e salt 
of the earth. " We think of salt as 
something that adds flavor, w hich 
it does . But in the world before 
refrigeration, sa It preserved. In that 
sense, salt represents " the power 
tha t preserves," a saving factor in a 

perishing world. 
As Christians, we are called to 

care; we cannot season the world if 
we li ve in sa ltless homes. Here are 
fou r ways to be S-A-L-T in ou r 
homes. 

S "Starting over again" is the 
first way that we can be salt in 

our own famil y circus. The only 
thing more importan t than. know
ing how " to sta rt" is know mg how 

by Dan Leininger 

"If we, as Jesus' disci
ples, choose to be the salt 
of the earth in our homes 
and churches, maybe then 

we 
can get out of the salt shak

er and let God's preserv
ing, redeeming love, flavor 

and preserve the whole 
earth." 

to "start over aga in. " 
H ave you ever been lost 

on a family vacation? There 
may be something about 
being male that makes it dif
ficult to stop to ask for direc
tions. Perhaps it is genetic, 
though I doubt it. 

In the movie, "City 
Slickers," tlu·ee urban males 
spend a crazy vaca tion 
rounding up cattle. Toward 
the end of their adventure, 
the gloomiest of the three 
wakes up one morning 
smiling. He looks a t his 
other two friends and says, 
"My life is a 'do over."' 
Then he exp lains the o ld 
childhood trick. 

When you make a mis
take, you get to do a "do 

over." Thus a difficult task like p lay
ing hockey or sewing a garment 
becomes easy and g raceful after we 
learn to do it over and over and over 
again. Men, even women, have a 
hard time starting over again. 

Backing up is the hardest way to 
start over. In the 1930s, my dad used 
to drive a Model T Ford in northvvest 
Missouri. He often told the storv of 
slipping and slid ing on muddy hills, 
tmable to make it to the top. The trick 
tha t most Model T owners knevv 
was to turn the car around , put it in 
reverse, and back up any hi ll. 

Sometimes backi.ng up is the best 
form of progress. Of all people, 
Christians, who have lea rned tht' 
habits of confes5ion, rcp1.:' n tance, 
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and forgiveness, know that life is a 
"do over." 

A " Actions that care" represen~ 

the second ing redient of fam i
ly S-A-L-T. "What are you doing"? 
d emands Billy as Mother quietly 
turns off the television. 

Staring at the blank screen, she 
calmly announces, "This is called 
the ho mework channel." Caring 
action has no substitute, especially 
w hen inaction spe lls neglect. 

For better or worse, ch ildren 
mod el their behaviors after the 
ac tions and responses of pa rents. 
rn a crowded city restaurant, a 
father and da ughte r sa t expression
less, waiti ng fo r Sund ay breakfas t. 
There was no conversa tion. Both 
sat looking around the room as if 
the other wasn' t there. 

Eventua lly, the father p icked up 
h is newspaper, spread ing it wide 
between hi m and his da ug hter. 
The girl looked impatiently around 
the room, drummed her fingers on 
the table, and picked up another 
section of the newspaper and 
spread it out wide, mirroring her 
father. They sat there a lone, sepa
rated by two sheets of newspaper, 
until their breakfast fi na lly came. 

Jesus conti nua lly to ld stories 
abou t shepherds w ho seek afte r 
sheep, fa thers who look down the 
road for prodigals, and d isciples 
who follow Him d a ily. To li ve as a 
Christian is to fill one's li fe w ith 
quiet actions of caring. 

L"Listening love" represents the 
third form of caring in our fam

ily life. In a classic "Family Circus" 
scene, Bill Keane draws Dad with 
his nose buried in a newspaper as 
little Jeffie s tand s beside his chair 
'>ays, "You hafta li sten to me with 
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your eyes, Daddy. Not just your 
ears." Eyes tJ1a t listen extend a 
respect and love that touches the 
human sou l. 

In ano the r ca rtoon, Bill Keane 
portrays the fine-tuned radar of a 
mother's lis tening ear. Mother and 
Dad are both in the kitchen, and 
Mother annou nces, "Lis ten, that's 
P.J. crying." Outside, the yard is 
filled with children laugh ing, 
screa ming, jumping, running, 
blowing horns, dogs ba rking, air
p lanes fl ying, birds s inging, and in 
the middle of a ll is little P.J. cry ing . 

The Bible is fill ed w ith re fer
ences to how God lis tens. God 
hears the cry o f the poor, " I wi ll 
hear for I am compassionate" 
(Exodus 22:27). God hea rs the g roan
ing of his people in s lavery (Exodus 
6:5). With irony, 
the Psa lmist asks, 
"H e w ho plan ted 
the ear, s ha ll he 
not hea r"? ( Psnl/11 
94:9). With faith, 
he affirms, "God , 
you do see troub-
le a nd g rief" 
( Psn/111 10:14). 

With hope, he 
p lea ds, " Record 
my lament, lis t my tea rs 
on your scroll; put my tea rs 
in your w ineskins" (Psn/111 56:8). 

God listens both to the unpleasant 
and the seeming ly trivia l. This is 
lis tening love. 

When ou r son was about five, 
h is fict iona l hero was Batman. 
Matt would wa lk around the 
house wea ring a b lack bat cape 
and singing the Ba tma n song. 
When he would tire of the words, 
he would change them to "fatman." 

O ne day as I was working a t 
home, I heard him do tha t and I 

s top ped a nd corrected him, sa~,ing, 
"Ma tt, it's Batman, no t fa tman. To 
which he replied, " Ba tman, fa tman, 
it d oesn't make any diffe rence." 
And I was reminded tha t w hethe r 
at w ork or a t play, the re are indeed 
some things tha t d o n ' t rea lly fftake 
a d ifference. However, one thing 
tha t a lways makes a d iffe rence is 
" love that lis tens." 

T "Teaching that preserves" is 
the fou rth kind o f ca re in the 

fa mi ly circus. ln o u r hu rried soci
ety, perhaps no othe r role has su f
fered as severely as the parent's role 
as teache r in the ho me. 

To be a di sciple is to be one w ho 
has been taught and w ho lea rns d is
cipli ne . Many chi ld ren have lea rned 
neithe r in the ir homes. Child ren who 
learn tha t they arc a lways righ t, that 

there are no consequences to the ir 
actions, and that unp leasant tasks 
can be ignored, are being taught to 
li ve in a world that does not exist. 

In a n age of p rosperity and con
s umerism, we may find ourselves 
guilty of producing chi ld ren w ith 
s tra ight teeth and crooked m~ra ls . 
Pa rents need to teach thei r ch ildren 
the way life works and to fos ter a 
sense of respons ib il ity and va lues. 

Sometim es these learn ings start 
with the s im p lest o f lessons. As the 
morni ng s un shi nes in the window, 

Jeffie s tands ha lf awake and forl~rn 
beside his bed w ith h is clothes m 
hand and asks the question, "Will I 
hafta s tart every day by putting on 
my clo thes for the rest of my lif~"? 

Sometimes the lessons are a little 
more obvio us, as w hen Billy gives 
P.J. a piggy back ride down the . 
ha llway and announces to the f~'.111-
ly, 'Tm p racticing to be a Daddy. 
C urious children a re perpetually 
learning and p racticing how life 
works. 

When ou r d aughter Rachel was 
fo u r we took the child ren fishing 
a t m

1

y sister's house in Michigan. 

As an y pa rent or grandp.ar~nt . 
knows, taking children fis lung is 
not about fi shing, it is abou t teach
ing fis hing. 

As I showed Rachel the rod and 
reel, 1 cast out into the lake. I showed 
her how to reel in the line and to 
wait fo r the fish to bite. So she 

k t ·nu the crank stood o n the doc u rrn o 
until the cork came all the way 

L'f · 1p the back to the dock. 1 tmg l 
hook and looking at the won~, she 

d "N 't's not a fish a nnounce , ope, 1 

yet." 
S h. . tJ1e process of teach-ome mes 111 

k rents become ing how life wor s, pa . 
. ti world agam the s tudents seeing 1e 

fo r the fi rst time through the eyes 
of the chi ld . Such teachable 
mome nts p reserve famil ies. 'd . t 

Du ke K. McCa ll, former pre~1 en 
. . ce dehv-of Sou thern Semma• y, on 

ered a chapel ad d ress under the 
. " B'b le " ln his sermon, title of My 1 · . 

he ta lked about how his unde1-
. I I d QTO\'\ln sta ndi ng of the Bib e 1a 0 

. . ft· childhood to through his hfe om 

ad ul thood. . " M , first 
He began by sta ting ) f 

" He told o 
Bib le was my moth.er. er ntleness, 
his mother's tende1 ness, oe I 
her to uch, the wa rmth of her ap, 

and tJ1e love tJ1at she radiated in her 
smile an d in her actions. 

Man y years later when her chil
dren had grown to adulthood, 
they sat with her in her_final 
weeks of dying and letting go. 
After her funeral, her brothers and 
sisters gathered to choose an epi
taph by which they wanted her 
remembered. The words they 
chose were these, "She taught us 
how to live; she showed us how to 
d ie." 

Parents never outgrow their . 
teaching role because somebody is 
always watching. It may be our 
own child ren. Or it may be some
one else's child. It may be an 
ab used child. It may be a whole 
church full of people, b ut some
body is always watching even 
until we die. 

We are a people commanded to 

by a Savior who has asked us care c 

to be the salt of the earth, the 
power that preserves, the people 
of a love that redeems. We ca~ be 
that salt even in our ovvn family 
circuses, if we simply remember 

S - Start over again and again 
A _ Actions that care 
L _ Listening that loves 
T - Teaching th at p reserves 

Jesus believed tJ1at we, as His 

d . . !es are the salt of the earth. 1sc1p , c . 

If we choose to be that 111 our 
homes and in our churches, 

Ybe then we can get out of the 
ma d ' . . salt shaker and Jet Go s presen -
. c ·edeeming love flavor and pre-1ng, I '.] 

serve the whole earth. 

Dr. 01111 Lei11i11scr is Prc!fessor of 
Postornl Cnre i11 Cou11~c/111s o11d 
Director c~f Co1111sc/i11s Pmct1cc, N.A.B. 
Se/l/innn/, Sioux Fnlls, SO. 
~ . 

Caring for the Potential 
Fringe Member 
(Continued fro111 pnge 29) 

personal relationships are not. 
going to be formed in six .to .eight 
weeks of pre-baptismal d1sople
ship, will they?" No, not likely. . 
That is why the final aspect of th.is 
formative discipline is the post
baptismal d iscipleship. What hap
pens now? The same person who 
discipled the new con vert pre-bap
tismally now continues the one-on
one discipleship with that same 
person post-baptismally. 

Fu rthermore, now comes the 
pastor's class which d eals wit.h 
matters of congregational policy, 
spiritual gifts, stewardship, min
istry opportunities, N.A.B. . 
Conference ministries and mis
sions, as well as small group 
involvement in the local church. 

It is evident that this caring pro
cess intentionally begins with per
sonal and intimate discipleship. 
Ultimately, it seeks to nurture and 
make new members useful in small 
group minish·ies. All of th.is l:appens 
in the ongoing context of active par
ticipation in the worshiping com
munity of believers. 

Yes, we are commanded to care. 
In order for th is care to be instilled 
in future generations of be\ie\·ing 
church members, \·ve must heed the 
command to care at the point of a 
person's initiation into the B?dy of 
Christ; that is, at the point ot 
belie,·ing and being baptized (Acts 
1:38,.J.1,.J.1) . ..J 

Or. Rick Lnscr is As~ocintc Prcfessor 
of Prcnc/1i11s 1111d P11~torn/ Tl1colos,11 . 
Ed111011to11 Bnpti~t Sc111i1111ry. 
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Are the Keys to Church Extension 
Investors Fund 

CEIF is established on the 
principle of investors who 
care about wise s tewardship 

and spreading the word about 
Chris t, and churches who ca re about 
bringing people to know the Savior. 
By God's grace, we work together to 
build His kingdom. 

As the church financing minis try 
of the N.A. B. Confe rence, CEIF 
offers a variety of investments a t a 
competiti ve ra te of inte rest, and 
loa ns those investment funds to 
churches for expansion projects. 
While investors earn inte rest that 
helps meet their own needs, their 
investment funds he lp churches 
meet others' needs. 

CEIF closed 1993 with mo re than 
21 million dollars of investments, 
an increase of 12 percen t for the 
yea r. Over the last three years, U.S. 
investments g rew by 48 percent. 
Canadian investments grew by 66 
percent. 

This in vestor response enabled 
CEJF to make 14 new loans in 1993 . 
Ou r churches ha ve used these 
funds to pu rchase land and bu ild
ings, build and renovate. Ha ving 
established places of worship has 
impacted their outreach . 
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by a lmost 75 percent. The potential 
to loan be tween four and seven mil
lion more dollars in the near fu ture 
increases CEIF's need for additional 
i.Iwesh11ent ftmds. 

To help increase awareness o f 
CEIF, a Representati ve Prog ram has 
been estab lished in ou r N.A.B. 
Confe rence churches and Associa
tions. CEIF Representa tives, recom
mended by pastors and area minis-
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Dennis Dea rmin, pas to r of 
Valley Community Baptis t Church, 
Tracy, CA, sa id , "We've had peo
ple say, 'We were wa iting for your 
new building ."' Dearm in repo rted 
60 new fam ilies v is iting and three 
new Sunday School classes begin
ning in the firs t month afte r mov
ing into the ir new facility. 

Over the las t three years, CE IF's 
total assets climbed from 18 to 
nearly 25.5 m ill ion d ollars, an 
increase of 40 pe rcent. During the 
same tim e period, tota l loa ns g rew 

ters, inform their churches or Asso
ciations of C EIF op portunities and 
minis try, p roviding a v ita l link 
between the main o ffi ce and people. 

CEIF deals in finances, but 
knows that beh ind the figu res are 
faces. We care about o ur in vestors, 
churches, and the people w ho 
believe in C hris t throug h thei r w it
ness . People w ho care, reach ing 
peop le who need care, are the key 
to th is work. join us in bui lding the 
ki ngd o m of God fo r the futu re. '..J 

M any people would like to make a gift to their church, the North 
American Baptist Conference, their Baptist association, or other 

N .A.B. Conference ministry upon their death. They have accumulated 
assets. Yet right now, they want the income from the assets and want to 
have the funds available if the need arises. 

There is no need to say, "I've always intended to, but . . . 
It's so complicated . . . 

I'1n concerned about the cost ... 
What if I change my mind"? 

CEIF's 
Revocable Charitable Trust 

Certificate Is for YOU! 

• Convenient and easy to start 
• No legal or accounting fees 
• No complicated d ocuments 

• Wide range of terms 
• Easy to change 

For more information on CEIF investment options and an application, 

CALL TOLL FREE - 1 (800) 543-CEIF 
D on't delay! 

CHURCH EXTENSION INVESTORS FUND 
1 South 210 Summit Avenue 

Oakbrook Terrace, Illinois 60181-3994 
Fax: (708) 495-3301 
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1 So. 210 Summit A\·e. 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181-3994 
(708) 495-2000 

Non-profit organization 
Second class pos tage 
pa id at Villa Park, Illinois 60181 
and at additional m11iling offices 

Registered as Second Class Mnil 
under permit #9327 nt Norwich, Ont<1rio 
Retu rn postnge gunrnnteed. 

"A new com 111n nd I 
give you: Love one 

nnother. As I hnve loved 
you, so you 111 ust love 
one another. All men 

will know tlint you nre 
111y disciples if you love 

one another" (Jolin 
13:34-35, NIV) . 

"Therefore, ns we linve 
opport1111ity, let us do 

good to all people, espe
cially to those wlio 

belong to tlie fn111ily of 
believers" (Gnlntinns 

6:10, NIV). 

"The king will reply, 'I 
tell you the trutl1, whnt

cvcr you did for one of 
the lenst of these brot/1-
ers of 111i11e, you did for 

111e"' (Mnttliew 25:40, 
NIV). 

r~ , 
.. J!L_ 

DEFINITION: Christian ca ring is val uing o thers in response to the love 
o f Christ so that we become active partners with them in 
these ways: 

.,... Goal 1: 

.,... Goal 2: 

IJJJJ. Goal 3: 

IJJJJ. Goal 4: 

.,... Goal 5: 

.,... Goal 6: 

IJJJJ. Goal 7: 

Affirmi ng worth 
Celebrating blessings 
Guiding choices 
Fulfill ing responsibilities 
Developing potentials 
Handling crises 

Foster a deepening attitude of caring and con1passion 
among the members of every congregation. 

Identify needs of ind ividuals in the congregation and in 
the community . 

Eva luate the utilization of resources in meeting needs. 

Eq uip people to be invo lved in caring ministries. 

Develop practical ways to respond to human needs in 
both the commun ity and church . 

Affirm and encou rage caring as a priority in the pro
gra ms of o rth American Baptist Conference educa
tional institutions and among Conference leadership. 

Work toward religious liberty, justice, and dignity for a ll 
people, and peace among nations of the \•vorld . 


