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Churches to be Affected by New rax-~ 
by Mark Wingfield 

WASHINGTON. (BJC} Church 
financial secretaries should be 
preparing to help donors comply 
w ith new U.S. tax laws related to 
charitable giving. 

with the U.S. IRS chief counsel. 
Deductibility is not changed. 

The new law relates only to docu­
mentation of deductions. The law 
affects only single contributions of 
$250 or more. For example, two 
people give $5,200 annua lly to their 
churches. One person gives $100 
every week to the church and is not 
affected by the new law. The other 
person gives $433 once each m on th 
and is affected by the new law. 

Effective Jan. 1, 1994, any single 
contribution of $250 or more to a 
charity must be substantiated in writ­
ing by that charity. The documenta­
tion also must indicate whether the 
donor received any goods or services 
in exchange for the contribution. 

Because of thjs new law, church 
officials will want to get out donor 
s tatements as soon as possible each 
quarter or at year-end, said Karin 
Gross, a senior technician reviewer 

Documentation is required. Be­
fore filing a tax re turn, a donor 
must obtain from the church a s tate­
ment that lis ts all contributions of 
$250 or more and reports any goods 
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or services given to the d onor in 
return. A donor's canceled checks 
w ill not be considered adequate 
d ocumentation because they d o not 
indicate w hether any goods or ser­
vices were received in return. 

Compliance is the goal. The no­
goods-or-services req uirement is 
key to the new law. For example, a 
person might pay the church more 
than $250 to participa te in a mission 
trip. That payment differs fro m a 
regula r tithe or offering, w hich is 
given without expecting to receive 
any goods or services in return. For 
the missio n trip, the money paid is 
not a contribution to the church but 
provides lodging, food, and trans­
portation services. 

M ixed gifts have a different s tan­
dard. Payments to a church of m ore 
than $75 that are pa rt charity and 
part payment for goods and ser­
vices must be reported and docu­
m ented as such. T he charity must 
p rovide a w ritten disclosu re 
informing the donor that a deduc­
tion is limited to the excess contri­
bu tion over the value of the goods 
or services and provide a good faith 
estimate of the good s and services. 
For example, should a church ho ld 
a fund-rai ser w he re individuals pay 
$100 to attend a concert, the donor 
could deduct as a contribution on ly 
the amount of tha t $100 that did n' t 
cover the value of the conce rt . 

Documentation of charitable 
gifts required under the new law 
must b e received by the donor 
before the tax return is filed. The 
church must issue receipts / docu­
m enta tion to the individua ls before 
the individuals can fil e their 
returns; otherw ise the indi viduals 
canno t ta ke the d ed uction. 

The IRS has no s tandard fo rmat 
churches must use to report contri­
bu tio ns. Any form wi ll suffice, so 
long as it p rovides enoug h informa­
tion to substan tiate the amou nt of 
the ded uctible contribution and a 
sta tement about w hether goods or 
services were received in re turn. 0 
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A condensation of Dr. Hugh Litchfield's message 
during the closing worship service of the 
44th Triennial Conference in Dallas, TX. 

ere do we go from here? 
What do we do now ? I li ken 
our experience a t the 
Triennia l Conference to that 
moment when Jesus went up 
to the Mount of 
Transfigura tion .. . away 
from the rush and pressures 
of life. He took Peter, James, 
and John with Him. There 
th ey had an amazing ex peri­
ence, but then, they had to go 
back down the mountain . 

As l think about us, f th ink 
their experience will a nswer 
the question, "Wha t d o we do 
now?" r see this in three 
stages. 

Affirmation 
In our scripture, Jesus is 

nearing the end. In Mark's 
gospel, this account comes 
after Peter confessed tha t 
Jesus was the Messiah. Then 
Jesus talked abou t s uffering 
and dea th . They d id n't 
understa nd . They were con­
fused . 

So Jesus went up the 
mountain and was tra nsfig­
ured. Moses and Elijah 
appea r. The d iscip les ta lked 
abou t what was going on. I 
think Jesus wondered, "Is thi s 
the way I s hou ld go . .. the 
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cross? Am 1 doing w hat the 
Fa ther wants me to do?" In 
those moments, He received 
an answer: "Beloved Son." 
He was affirmed. He was 
doing God 's will. 

This was a time of affirma­
tion for the disciples, also. 
They had left a ll to fol low 

Where do we go from 
here? We leave the 
place-or places­
where we have 
affirmed that Christ 
is Savior and Lord 
and go out to face the 
frustration that is in 
this world. As we 
depend upon the 
power of God, heal­
ing is on its way. 

Chris t. They didn 't und er­
sta nd Jesus' ta lk about suffer­
ing and d ying. Had they 
mad e the wrong choice . . . 
fo llowing the w rong one? 
They needed to know. 

On the mountain, they 
received their affirmation. 

"This is my beloved Son. 
Listen to Him, obey Him, fol­
low Him, trus t Him. You 
have made the right choice. 
You are following th e right 
One." 

Have we affi rmed once 
again tha t Jesus Christ is the 
One whom we should fol­
low? Our Lo rd and Sa vior. 
We need to do that. Some­
times with the busyness a nd 
responsibilities o f life, Jesus 
gets pus hed to the fr inges. 
No longer is He at the center 
of our li ves. 

We wonder: Where is God 
in a ll of this? What is He 
doing? Does God know w hat 
is going on? We need a tim e 
to remember Who it is w ho 
loves, forg ives, and cares fo r 
us . .. Who g ives us li fe 
abundant a nd life ete rnal. To 
remember, yes, we chose 
rig htly. We are following the 
right One. 

Someone was at the ga tes 
o f heaven complaining to St. 
Peter. "It's no t fa ir," he sa id . 
"You gave Moses a burning 
bush, and he experienced the 
p resence o f God, but I didn't 
see a ny." 

St. Pete r took him to a 
section of heaven, and he 

said, "Look." And far across the hori­
zon as far as his eyes could see were 
burning bushes after burning bush­
es. 

And St. Pete r sa id to him , "We 
show these to people every d ay, but 
they don't see them." 

I wonder: How many burni ng 
bushes have I m issed ? How many 
have you? Where once again the 
presence of God comes a live and 
spea ks to you or me? Where once 
again you and 1 kno w that God is 
our ho pe Clnd our salva tion; there is 
no o ther. 

Frustration 
There is ano ther s tage: Frus tra­

tion. They had a good experience 
on tha t mountain . No '"'onder Peter 
wanted to freeze frame it: To build 
three booths and stay there forever. 
Bu t Jesus said no. We must go 
down. So d own they went. They 
ran s mack into the fa ce of human 
su ffering and pain: A s ick boy, 
w hom the disciples had tried to 
heal. They felt the frustra tion of not 
being able to do anything to s top it, 

end it, hea l it. 
l suspect tha t happens to us. 

We go back into ou r world to 
a ll of the problems tha t were 
there before we had the 
mountain-top experience. 
They have not disappeared. 
Sometimes, it is overwhelm­
ing. 

And w e add the terrify ing 
pictures o f the suffe ring all 
over the world to ou r person-
al problems ... sickness . . . 
death .. . broken fam ilies . . . 
churches that sometimes for­
get how to be a church with a 
heart that cares . .. where 
people say of the church .. 
."See how they love o ne 
anothe r." 

We fight against a n evil, 
o but it does no t fa ll. We feed 
0 
~ one hung ry person, and ten 
-6 more come to the table. We 0 

~ try to love, a nd we get back 
~ hate. We w onder: l-IO\i\' can 

the healing come? We are no t 
Clble. lt is fru stra ting. 

Power 
So from affirmation and frustra­

tion, we move to evidence o f power 
and the hope of it. 

Jesus sa id, "Wha t's going on"? 
They told him. Jesus seemed to get 
upset. "O faith less genera tion, how 
Jong am I to be with you? How 
Jong am I to bea r w ith you"? 

Maybe Jesus was upset because 
as those disciples were coming 
do vvn the mounta in they were split­
ting theological hC1 ir. Has Elijah 
come? Will Elijah come? When? All 
the time, Jesus \Vas try ing to say, 
"Here 1 am." They missed the point. 

Some feel He may have been 
upset beca use once aga in they ~1 i s­
understood H im ... only th111k111g 
of Jesus in te rms of meeting physi­
cal needs and no t spiritual needs. 

Some have sa id tha t Jesus may 
have been upset because they were 
putting li mits to the power o f God. 
Bu t we see Jesus bring heCl ling. The 
boy's sickness goes away. Still co n-

fused , the disciples say to Jesus, 
"Why couldn't we do it?" 

The disciples were try ing to heal 
out of their ow n power and abili­
ties.And Jesus to ld them that heal­
ing comes o nly through prayer, by 
inti mate dependence upon God and 
the power of God. They did no t 
understand this. Throu gh the 
power o f the Spirit, C hrist goes 
with us . This is our hope. 

All o f our programs, as good as 
they are, a ll o f our ta len t as g ifted 
as we may be, a ll of our activities as 
important as they are, w ill amount 
to nothing if we have not learned , 
only through p rayer, this intima te 
dependence upon the power o f 
God. God is no t trying to keep that 
power away from us . God is trying 
to give power to us to work 
throug h u s, to d o something w ith 
us ... to bring about healing. 

Will we depend intimately upon 
the power of God first and fore­
most? What can we d o about 
Rwand a, Bosnia, H aiti? What can 
we d o C1 bout brokenness a t home, 
crime, violence, homelessness? 
Wha t can we do about broken 
churches and broken fa milies? 

We can open ourselves to the 
power of God and see w hat God 
vvill do through us. And God w ill 
g ive us the povver o f a heart tha t 
cares ... tha t will feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked, and g ive d rink to 
the thi rsty. That will '"'ork to let jus­
tice and 1~ighteousness flow down 
like a mig h ty stream ... that will 
forgive seven times seventy and 
more. That w ill love one another as 
vve have been loved ... that will 
seek to make this world Cl better 
place for a ll and to seek to help 
people become bette r than thc~1 

have been . The power of God can 
do that. 

1 <1 m not saying tha t ·w hen we 
depend upon the power of God all 
the p roblems d isC1 p pear. Some 
migh t. Miracles of grnce happen 
d aily. Some sicknesses heal; some 
evi l fa lls. Some churches o\·ercome 
their brokenness. Bu t for must of us, 

<Co11ti1111cd 011 1111sc 30 ! 



A H,. '"' A condensation of the speech given by Tony Cupit 

EA RT during the International Missions Evening of the 
,- __ , ___ __._ ~~Tr~re~n~n~ra~l~C~o~nl~e~re~n~c~e~~~~~~~~~~~----~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

THAT CARES 
"By this will all men know 
that you are my disciples, 
if you love one another" 

(John 13:35). 

A young Indian lady, Leena, 
has a heart that cares. She 
attended the Baptist World 

Youth Congress in Zimbabwe las t 
year. Leena, moved and challenged 
by that international experience, 
determined to live solely for Jesus 
upon her return to her home in 
Jndia. 

Visiting hospitals, she witnessed 
to her fa ith in Jesus Christ. She 
spoke to people in the market-place 
and on tra ins and buses. 

One day she witnessed, about 
her love for her Savior to a lady 
with a little boy. She asked whether 
her son went to school but was told 
that because the mother was a 
pros titute, and because she could 
not name the child's father, the boy 
was not allowed to a ttend school. 

So Leena commenced a school 
for the children of the pros titutes of 
her city. 

Leena wrote to the BWA seeking 
a small amount of money to con­
d.uct a "social evangelism" ministry 
nght 111 the middle of a great Hindu 
festiva l. Recently, she also conduct­
ed Vacation Bible Schools fo r 400 
children and evangelistic ministries 
in a number of villages. Leena has 
a heart that cares. 

A heart that cares does not just 
happen . Three vita l elements are 
needed. 
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All around the 
world, our Baptist 

brothers and 
sisters are 

inhibited from 
witness because 
of a raised gun. 

In the West, we are 
inhibited from 

witness by a raised 
eye-brow! 

A Divine Example 

A heart that cares find s its inspi­
ration from the Fa ther's heart. O ur 
God is a God who cares, a God of 
love, a God of mercy, a God of 
compassion. If we are people w ith 
hearts that ca re, it is because we 
have a Divine Example. 

Not every Christia n has a heart 
that cares, and not every person 
with a hea rt tha t ca res would cla im 
to be a Christian. Let's compare 
those w hose lives and attitudes 
challenge the very id ea and spirit 
of caring with those whose rela­
tionshi p with C hris t has g iven 
them a hea rt that ca res. 

Recently, J hea rd the bizarre 
story about Rev. Mason, a Baptis t 
minister from Monrovia, Liberia. 
He was an outspoken cri tic of the 
then Liberian president, Doe. 

President Doe summoned this 
Baptist pastor to his palace and 

d emanded his co-operation. When 
the brave man told the President he 
should act w ith jus tice a nd obey 
God 's laws, he was litera lly thrown 
to the lions in President Doe's 
palace courtyard. Under this man's 
regime, in one d ay, 600 Christians 
were herded into a Luthera n 
Church bu ildi ng and massacred. 

Com pare that uncari ng and cal­
lous attitude, w hich sees no value 
in hu ma n life, to the self-sacrificial 
service of so many from you r own 
Conference who leave home and 
fam ily and go forward to serve 
Jesus Christ and His people. Com­
pare the a ttitude of those who 
engage in genocide in Cambodi a, 
Bosnia, and Rwanda, with the 
courage and fa ith of so many Bap­
tis ts arou nd the world whose 
hearts are full of love even for 
those w ho persecu te them. 

A Dynamic Experience 

It is because people have a 
d ynamic experience of Jesus Christ 
who u rges us to love even our ene­
mies, that this spiri t of care and 
compassion can be seen even in the 
most unlikely places. 

Jesus makes rad ical claims on us: 
to be obedient witnesses, to be 
engaged in mission and ministry, to 
take u p a cross daily and follow 
H im. A heart that cares does so 
because of the Divine Example tha t 
our Father God offers, and because 
of the Dynamic Experience, fellow­
ship with Christ produces. 

The dynamic experience of 
Christ's love that really makes a 
difference is evidenced in the life of 
a young Romanian pastor, who told 
me his story. 

Und er Romanian d ictator 
Caucescu's regime, Christians were 
often trea ted like second class citi­
zens. When Cornel's wife contract­
ed cancer, and Corne! sought per­
mission for her to travel to London 
for a bone nrnrrow operation, the 
Communis t authorities said she 
cou ld go if she turned her back on 
her Christian faith . 

She replied: "My husband, I love 
you, and I love our young daugh­
ter, but I love Jesus too much to 
turn my back on Him." 

Cam el's w ife d ied one week 
after the d ictator Caucescu was over­
thrown. She was a woman whose 
dynam ic experience of Jesus was 
more important even than life itseU. 

There can be grea t cost in pos­
sessing a caring heart. Think of the 
cost to God Himself when Jesus, 
His Son, was suspend ed between 
earth and heaven, held there by 
rusty spikes and di rty thongs! It 
may cost us . .. 

A Decisive Encounter 

Jesus calls us to engage in a deci­
sive encounter w ith people in the 
name of Jesus Christ and for His 
sake. 

Jesus has a heart that cares 
for us and offers us the 
possibility of a dynamic 

experience of Him that can 
transform our lives. He calls 

us to seek those decisive 
encounters with unsaved peo­

ple that can help draw them 
into the Kingdom. 

An encou nter suggests a real 
coming together to explore and 
explain the great realities of faith 
and life and the wonderful myster­
ies of the life of the believer. 

A friend told me about a plane 
flight with a Muslim sitting along­
side that lasted for some 18 hours. 
"How d o 1 witness to my faith 
withou t being intrus ive a nd arro­
gant?" he wondered . 

Finally, he asked the Muslim to 
explain to him about the Islamic 
religion. He listened patiently. Then 
the Muslim asked him to tell about 
his religious convictions. 

H e had a sister in California who 
had become a Christian and had 
told her brother tha t she was pray­
ing tha t he, too, would become a 
believer in Jesus. So the Muslim 
ma n was responsive, and my friend 
led him to Christ. 

This was a true encounter. He 
took the other person seriously, lis­
tened carefully, and only w hen 
invited, shared his fa ith in Jesus 
Christ. But the Lord had al ready 
prepared the man's heart. 

Billy Graham says that the most 

effective evangelism is the loving, 
faithful witness of God's people 
sharing their faith w ith friends, rel­
atives, and acquaintances. This can 
become a decisive encou nter, some­
thing in which we a ll can engage. 

All around the world, our Baptist 
brothers and sisters a re inhibi ted 
from w itness because of a raised 
gun. In the West, we are inhibited 
from w itness by a raised eye-brow! 

Jesus has a heart that cares for us 
and offers us the possibility of a 
dynamic experience of Him that 
can transform our lives. He calls us 
to seek those d ecisive encounters 
w ith unsaved people that can help 
draw them into the Kingdom. It 
may be here; it may be elsewhere. 

There is enormous need to engage 
in missionary endeavour all over 
the globe . . . a need for God's best 
hearts and minds to commit them­
selves to be miss ionaries of the 
Cross in the Philippines, in Japan, 
in the former Soviet Union, and to 
the uttermost parts of the world . 
There is a need to stand w ith 
national church planters, national 
missionaries and evangelists, to 
strengthen them in their task. 

There is the need to exhibit a 
caring heart for the mill ions '"'ho 
have never heard that the Son of 
God shed His blood on a lonely 
Cross outside Jerusalem . 

And there is a need to exhibit a 
caring hea rt for my spouse, son, 
daughter, neighbor, or fellow stu­
dent who needs to experience the 
love and grace o f God. 

Does my heart . . . does your 
heart . . . really care for the Lord 
and His people? 0 God, g ive me a 
heart that ca res. 0 

Or. Tt>11y C1111it , n fPn11er 111 i~~io 1 111ry, i,; 
D irector Pf Em11gl'ii:'1111111cl t:cl11catic>11 , 
Bnpti~t World Alli1111cc, Wn ,;/1i11gfp11 , DC. 
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MAKE 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 

DISCIPLE 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

MAKERS 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

A condensation o f Phil Yn tema·s 
address to the Conference delega tes 

Wednesday evening. Later in the w eek , 
he was elected executive d irecto r of 

th N.A.B. Con ference. 

I wish making disciples was easy . 
.. walk into church . .. spend a 
hour with the person . .. walk 

out the other side as a d isciple. It is 
not that easy. Look at Matthew 
28:19-20: "Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey every­
thing l have commanded you. And 
surely l will be with you a lways, to 
the very end of the age." 

The only command in the Great 
Commission is "to make d isciples." 

What is a d isciple? A disciple is 
someone who learns of someone 
else. Our job is to produce people 
who learn of Jesus Christ and who 
actua lly follow Jesus Chris t. 

We have people who go through 
our Sunday schools and through 
our you th groups, bu t they never 
really learn abou t Jesus Christ and 
learn to be a follower of Chri st. 

Di-.cipleshi p is more than receiv­
ing Christ as your personal Saviour. 
lt i'> following Jesus Christ. John 
-.av'>, "Many believed, and some 
followed. " 

l\lotice that Christ's command is 
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an active command; he says, "Make 
d iscip les." l find this a very curiou s 
com ma nd . God turns this impor­
tant responsibility over to you and 
to me. We are to be part of the 
process: to make disciples. 

How do we make d isciples? 
These three things need to happen: 
going, baptizing, and teaching. 

Baptizing 
Two invisible things happened 

inside you w hen you found Jesus 
Christ as your persona l Saviour. 

First, the old you was d ead and 
buried with Jesus C hrist. Every sin 
you ever committed past, p resent, 
and future was buried wi th Jesus. 
When you a re baptized, you identi­
fy with the dea th of Jesus C hrist. 
When you come out of the wa ters, 
you identify with a new life in 
Christ. As Jesus was resurrected 
and is a li ve, so your spirit will live 
forever with Him. Old things a re 
pnssed nway; behold all things have 
become new. 

A public identifica tion with Jesus 
Christ is very importa nt. It is the 
first com mand given to a ny new 
believer. It is "put up or shut up" 

time for anyone w ho says he o r she 
believes in Jesus Chris t as h is or her 
persona l Saviour. 

Being baptized publicly w itness­
es to the fact tha t Jesus died for you 
a nd was resurrected fo r you and 
that your life has been cha nged 
com pletely.To become a disciple 
takes a public proclamation of your 
fai th in Jesus C hris t. To deny some­
one of that or to d emean that ex pe­
rience is to rob that person of a n 
essential step in his or her walk 
with Jesus Christ. 

Teaching 
The second invisible th ing is 

teaching: "Teaching them to 
observe a ll things whatsoever I 
have comma nded you." How to 
have a happy marriage ... how to 
have good solid kids ... how to 
s pend your money ... how to be 
hea lthy ... how to walk w ith God . 

Teach them all things. And no th­
ing less than "a ll things." To lower 
the expectations of God so tha t we 
ca n easi ly succeed is a g rea t traves­
ty. A med iocre a ttempt at fol lowing 
Jesus isn' t good enough. Peop le 
who help people fin d Jesus C hris t 

as Saviour a nd who don' t teach 
them "a ll things" are selling them 
short and selling Jesus short. 

There needs to be accountability, 
a volunta ry subjecting of yourself to 
someone else who w ill look over 
you r shou lder. Not to hold someone 
accountable is to take away the 
motivation needed . As a pas tor, 
every Monday morning I met w ith 
four other men. They asked me 
embarrassing questions . Each week 
they asked about my temptations. 

They held me accountable to 
observe the things I was taught by 
Jesus . Not to offer that to someone 
is to make it more difficult for the 
person to follow Jesus. 

Going . 
The third thing: The gomg. If 

you backtrack a couple of verses, 
you find the d isciples had an expe­
rience w ith Jesus Chris t that trans­
formed their lives . . · a worship ser­
v ice. The command " to go" \Vas no t 
necessa ry; they naturally did ?0 

because of their associa tion wi th 
Jesus C hris t. 

Three things happened to me 
that caused me to share it w ith peo­
ple. My dau ghters, Carrie, Beth, 
and Daw na were born. Because the 
news was s~ wonderful , I could not 
help but share it w ith other pe~ple. 

When 1 meet w ith Jesus Chnst, 
He fills me \vith His very self. He 
proves to me once again that ~e is 
the Alpha a nd Omega, the beg_m- . 
ning and the end , and every thmg 111 

between. There is a joy in my soul 
that causes me to share w ith anyone 
w ith w hom 1 come in contact. 

Discipling . 
Discipling is not an information­

al problem w ith us. We don' t need 
ano ther class before we feel we ca n 
go. The p roblem with most of u_s is 
our rela tionship w ith Jesus Chnst. 
He is no t the center of ou r exis­
tence. There is not a vibrancy in our 
faith tha t would moti vate us na tu-

rally to go. 
I have had dreams and as pira­

tions in my li fe. I wanted to go to 
semina ry. I wanted to graduate and 
get my firs t church. I thought that 
would bring me g rea t joy. It didn' t. 
I thought all I lacked \Vas being a 
part of a fast g rowing church. I got 
that. And I fou nd aga in the only 
thing that brings me joy and sa tis­
faction is Jesus. He is the fu llness of 
my spirit. He is the motivation of 
my life. And w hen I 1T1eet w ith 
Him, 1 go. The basis for d isciple­
ship: We are to make discip les. 

In 11 Timothy 2:2: "And the 
things you have hea rd me say in 
the presence of ma ny witnesses 
entrust to reliable men w ho w ill 
a lso be qualified to teach o thers." 
Notice the four generations in that 
verse: Paul taught Timothy; 
Timothy taught fa ithful men; and 
faithful men taught others. 

We have succeeded in our d isci­
pling process w hen \,ve have made 
that disciple and disciple maker. 
And that person, in turn, is going 
and discipling. 

The gospel message you embrace 
a nd that clea nsed your soul \\'as 
g iven to you " in trust." It was 

meant by Jesus Christ to be given to 
someone else to help them in the 
process of disciple making . 

As we begin to make disciples, 
extra special faithful people w ill 
float to the top in different order. It 
is an opportunity for everyone. It is 
not an exclusive. As these fa ithful 
p eople go through the process, you 
ca n iden tify them. You pou r your­
self in a specia l \vay into their lives 
so that they might learn to make 
disciples themselves. Some will be 
especially gifted. Those w ill be our 
pastors; those will be our mission­
aries. 

~ Our chu rches are not producing 
~ pastors. More than half of our pas­
g tors come from outside of our (.) 

::l N.A.B. Conference. 
...J I believe 1 received most of my 

theological education before I was 
12 yea rs of age. Two of my pastors 
went d oor to door. They took my 
folks w ith them. As I saw that, l 
\·vas being discipled. 

My parents went every other 
week to a mission in dm,vntown 
Detroit. 1 saw them do that. My 
father opened the Bible, read a 
chapter, and prayed w ith us a t 
every meal. l saw that. And I savv 
those t\·vo dear people live their 
Christian life in fron t of me d ay 
after day. 

l was a pa rt of a fa r from perfect 
church, but a church .. ,·here l saw 
enough good examples to where 
without ever going to a d iscipling 
class I learned to be a d isciple a nd a 
disciple maker. We need to be those 
kinds of people. 

It has to start with dads. God is 
expecting you to disciple your \\'ite 
and your O\\'n family as well as 
other 1T1en He brings into your 
pa th . La dies, you need to do the 
same thi ng. 

The point is this: Mak.t' di~cipk 
mnkcrs. Let's ne, ·cr lose sight of 
that. We are commanded to care in 
that \\'c1V . ..J 
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ELEBRATING 
NWARDNESS 

D r. Calvin Miller addressed the 
theme, "Celebrating Inward­

ness," d uring the Triennial Confer­
ence daily Bible stud y sessions. 

Drawing from 1 Corinthians, he 
pointed out that none of the rulers 
of this age und erstand the mystery 
that wields us in to one. "Jesus died 
because He lived in a secular 
world. We haven't received the 
spirit of this world. It's a cold spi rit. 
Aren't you glad you have the Spirit 
of God?" he asked . 

The problem wi th church people 
is that there is an absence of 
inwardness. He noted that Baptists 
who don't get along don't spend 
enough time with Jesus Chris t. "We 
don't have to give a blow by blow 
account of our sins, because Jesus 
knows them. Wha t we must do is 
admit them." I-le reminded his lis­
teners that the Spirit sea rches all 
th ings in one's life. We get exterior 
wi th God and forget to bend the 
knee. Testimonies often become 
"bragamonies." We've trained our­
c;elvcs that conversion has to be 
spectacular ... redeemed from the 
dregs of life. 

Using the illustration of a diving 
bell, he noted that on the surface, 
one will find trash, rough waves, 
foam, and slorms, but as one 
de<;ccnds in the bell, it becomes 
qu iet. "It is like tha t with God. In 
the quiet, you will experience the 
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d eep things of God ." 
Think abou t what Jesus asked the 

church to be .. . not like a good fresh 
chicken whose head has been cut off 
running wildly about. "This is a 
symbol of separation . . . a kind of 
madness indica ting we've lost con­
tact with the depth of God's Spirit." 

"Maybe God is saying to you in 
regard to your church: Your cage is 
too small." 

"Believers shou ld be charC1cter­
izecl by a spirit of leisure, but not a 
'holy' leisure where we run into 
prayer meetings, lay down our 
requests and d emands and leave, 
and we haven't even seen the face 
of Goel," said Mi ller. "I wond er if 
we wouldn' t wi n more people to 
Christ if we took the time to rea lly 
look authen tica ll y into people's 
eyes ... really saw them instead of 
staying inside sancti fied Ba ptis t 
wa ll s ... busy doing things. It's 
tune to let Goel mold us. By the 
time we run through the strictures 
tha t sha llow our lives, we don't 
appear to be people of real joy. Cod 
wants us to have joy." 

" I think we would wi n more 
people to Christ, if we backed off 
sometimes ." A used car sa lesman 
told Mil ler: "You are so concerned 
abou t your past sin and nex t sin 
that you are not rad iating the love 
of Jesus Chris t." 

"Don't le t your intensi ty give the 

idea that you do not have joy," said 
Mi ller. ''I'm uncom fortable with 
people w ithout a smile. We are so 
busy working that we don't ha ve 
time to celebra te God. Learn to 
enjoy life. Paul re1T1inds us that a ll 
things are ours; we are Chris t's; and 
Christ is God 's. Le t joy mark your 
life as a bel iever." 

It is a strange paradox: To be 
serio us about w inning the lost, and 
at the same time, lea rning to be at 
ease ... throwing our burdens o n 
Him ... trusting Him. It's a cold 
world , bu t in spite of this, "I sus­
pect Christ would like to see His 
chi ldren smile." 

M iller referred to I Corinthians 
3 to the problem of s pirituC11 

immaturity in th e chu rch. Paul had 
to add ress the Corinthians as 
infonts and no t as Chri s ti ans w ho 
were a lways g row ing. He likened 
spiri tua l immaturity in a Christia n 
to a bC1by. "Nothing is more exciting 
than an infant, but the worst thing 
is to see tha t after 16 yea rs, the 
child is s till a n infant. The sa me is 
tru e for C hristians. We need to 
g row up. Do we know C hristians 
like tha t?" he asked. 

"There is nothing you can' t ha ve 
if you're w illing to be filled with 
the Spirit of C hris t. There is nothing 
God won' t give us-or the church­
if we are full y committed to grow," 

stated Miller. "Over-programming 
in the church is a symptom of decay. 
The key pattern for the Church is 
Jesus Christ. We must pick the right 
hero ... Jesus Christ the founda­
tion. We are God's temple." 

Paul asked the Corinthian Chris­
tians: "Aren' t you acting like mere 
men?" No one can lay any founda­
tion o ther than on Jesus Christ. 
Most of us would ra ther be popu lar 
than to tell it like it is and take the 
consequences. You can be user 
friendly, but watering down theolo­
gy to draw a crowd lacks 
permanence." 

Miller told the story of St. Paul's 
Cathedral in London w here Sir 
Christoper Wren preached. It vvas 
built of s tone in 1661, where it p re­
sided over a city of wooden houses. 
Throughout the summer of 1661, the 
bubonic p lague left ra ts d ying in 
the streets, and 7,000 people a week 
d ied . It happened again in 1662. In 
Septem ber, a baker 's maid left the 
kindling too close to a fire place, 
and the city burned for seven days. 
Only s ix people died in the fire, and 
the p lague was over. As the ashes 
settled on the city, the Cathed ral 
stood white and und amaged. 

Mille r called the church to be 
like that. "We stand in the midst of 
a burning culture. We serve a living 
God , a nd the key for us is obedi­
ence. We must be obedient, strong, 

and true. When you go out into the 
\•vorld , people won' t see your 
church, but you .. . Christ reaching 
out through you ." 

Corinthians was w ritten to a car­
nal congregation in Corinth ... 
quarrels, dissension. We need to 
realize the price of immaturity and 
realize the need for a good sound 
foundation in Jesus Christ. Miller 
prayed that God would make us 
faithfu l about the rig h t things. 

R eferring to I Corinthians 3: 16: 
"Don' t you know you are 

God's temple?" Miller stated: "God 
uses anyone who says, 'Lord, I' ll be 
your temple.' We need to be the 
kind of person that cold and storm 
can' t defeat. There can be no incon­
sequential actions from a person 
who wa nts to be the temple of God." 

"Take captive every thought to 
make it obedient to Jesus Christ," 
sa id Miller. "Before you spea k, 
make the words bow down in obe­
d ience." 

Miller addressed pas tors specifi­
ca lly as he sa id : "Walk gently o n 
the earth. Surrend er in tensity. Win 
more to Chris t. Some don't have 
much fun in life. Don' t drive people 
around with a w hip. I'm uncom­
fortable about people w ho never 
smile w hen talking about Jesus 
Chris t. " 

MiJler pointed out that we a re so 
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busy working that we never have 
any time for fun. "Learn to enjoy 
God. All things are yours. You are 
Christ's; Christ is God's. Smell the 
roses, see the hummingbirds, enjoy 
the Lord. Praise God and enjoy Him." 

U s ing I Corinthians 9:16 as his 
text, he reminded his lis teners 

that "you were washed, justified, 
and sanctified." Paul s tated, "Woe 
to me if I d o not p reach, and the 
reward is to be able to offer the 
gospel free of charge." 

We need to be all things to all 
men. H ow do \•Ve do this when we 
are in danger of being weaned 
away? Discipline is the answer, says 
Paul: "I beat m y body and 1T1ake it 
my slave." Paul changed the world 
because of his passion and his 
endura nce. 

"When we are most blessed by 
God , there is a compulsion on us. 
Sometimes preachers preach 
because they are filled w ith the 
Spirit; other times it is because it is 
11 a.m .. It doesn' t matter v<hy we 
speak the truth. We have not led 
anyone to Jesus Christ w hom He 
has not first drawn to Himself. It is 
important to enter into relation­
ships w ith people. He noted that a ll 
runners run-one gets th e prize. He 
challenged the group to run with a 
purpose. "Lt't discipli1w be equal to 
your woe point in Jesus C hrist." .J 
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"Memo," a treat at 
pre-concert 
•The music/ drama group from 
Cornerstone Evangelical Baptis t 

Church in San 
Francisco 
presented 
"lvlemo," a 
rive ting 
original 
m usical drama, 
at the pre­
Conference 
concert 
Monday 
evening. 

"We're passionately 
presenting Christ!" 
• "Because you cared, a church was 
planted in Silverdale, WA," said 
Rainer Kunz, church planter. Now 
more than 200 worship with us each 
Sunday. "Because you cared, 
N .A.B.s gave finances to reach one 
of the most unchurched counties in 
North America. We're passionately 
presenting Christianity. This is pro­
ducing fully 
devoted folJow­
ers of Jesus, 
who can repro­
duce. Ma ny 
who vowed 
never to go to 
church aga in, 
now come. 
We're bu ildi ng 
bridges to new 
agers, baby 
boomers, and husbands and wives 
by providing a safe place for pre­
Christians to hear about Jesus 
Christ. Because you cared to inves t 
in this project, 77 people have been 
baptized in four years." 

A man, who formerly was an 
abuser of alcohol and had a fa iling 
marriage, has g iven u p drinking, 
and his marriage is growing. He 
drea ms of one day going into ful l­
time Christian minis try. God is 
ma king it happen because you ca re. 
When you give and pray, d on't ever 
think it isn't worlh it. Planting new 
churches is a prima ry way to reach 
others for Ch rist." 
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"Joy is God's business!" 
• "I love the Bible; I'm exci ted 
about the Bible," said Jeanette C lift 
George, Tuesday evening opening 
night sp eaker. The Bible tells us to 
be examples of good-not evil- to 
be role mod els. George said she 
found that she is doing w ha t she 
told the Lord she would not do. 
"The surprise to me has been the 
joy," em phasized George. "Joy is 
God's bus iness. My business is obe­
dience. Wherever there is obedi­
ence, there is joy." 

George re minded her lis teners 

Exciting duo performs 
•An exciting duo, Jim a nd Mary 
Kay Altizer, from Stockton, CA, p re­
sented a special concert Thursday 
evening. H e introduced ma ny of 
the musical nu mbers w ith Scrip­
ture. The concert demons trated her 
mastery in arra nging 1T1usic. fn o ne 
piece, she presented Hand el' s, 
Brahms', a nd her own renditions of 
the same musical theme for the 

p iano. 
Jim's p resenta­
tions hig h­
lighted his 
mastery on 
both the trum­
pet and fl u te . 
Their ta pes 
includ e one of 
the I u Ila bys 
(using 

Scripture) for children, a 
collection of favorites, a nd a 
Christmas ta pe. 

Jim served as worship / music 
leader throughout the conference, 
and Ma ry Kay served on the pia no. 

"God gave a burning 
passion" 
• "God gave me a burning pass ion 
to pla nt a Baptis t church in Rowlette, 
TX," said Brad Grubb, church 
plan ter. "Our goa l is to reach those 
presently not at tending church . For 
us, Sunday morn ing is a celebra­
t ion event of w ha t God has done 

tha t the drama 
of our testimo­
ny occurred on 
the cross. "God 
equips every 
believer to d o 
His w ill , to 
obey him, to 
love. Not all 
questio ns have answers; not a ll 
hu rts heal; not all breaks m end ," 
emphasized George. "The re is joy 
in w ha t God has equ ip ped u s to 
d o: His w ill. Thro ug h g race, we are 
equipped to love a nd to love rig ht. " 

for us. We seek to reach ou t to 
touch lives." In 20 mo nths, between 
120 and 140 people beca me pa rt of 
the m inistry. " Dozens have com e to 
C hris t, a nd ma ny have come back 
to Chris t," notes Grubb. 

"A yea r ago, CEIF 1nad e finances 
availa ble so we could purchase an 
office pa rk, rent ou t pa rt of it, a nd 
re novate a section to use for ser­
vices." 

From urban s torefront 
to college campus 
•Dr. C ha nson La u , pas to r of 
Cornersto ne Evangel ical Baptis t 
C h urch in Sa n Francisco, to ld the 
63 a t tend ing the Church Planters ' 
Luncheon that the C hurch s tarted 
in an urba n s torefront, surround ed 
by bars a nd theaters. The people of 
the church closed ou t their check­
ing and sa vings accou nts to p u r­
chase a college campus, w h ich 
now serves as the ho me of thei r 
church a nd school. More than 600 
people wors hi p in the four services 
he ld a t the C h u rch. The school, 
w hich s tarted w ith s ix childre n, 
has grown to 
800. Th is C hurch 
has pa rented a 
church in 
Canad a, 
Corne rs tone 
Eva ngelica l 
Baptis t C hurch 
in Richmond, 
BC. 

G od calls us to care . . . 
not necessarily cure . . . 
• Missionary d octor Rod Zimmer­
man to ld the 200 w ho attended the 
Missions Breakfast that "God has 
ca lled us to care, not necessarily to 
cure. God has not called us to do 
w ha t only He can do. Jesus Christ 
g ives us the cure for the penalty of 
our sins." 

Russians are coming 
in great numbers 
•The Rev. Teodoro Karpiec, born in 
Poland, pastors First Slavic 
Evangelical Baptist Church in Sacra­
mento, CA. This Church, formed in 
1963, called Karpiec as pastor. During 
his 1T1.in.istry, he has worked at a secu­
lar job to support his family a nd the 
min istry. 

"Russians are coming to the U.S.A. 
in great numbers," he said. "The 
Church has grown to 939 members 
w ho worship in four services. In the 
three weeks prior to the Triem1ia l 
Conference, 11 came to Christ." He 
told of the moving of God as the 
Church was g iven a funeral home 
that was to be d emolished as well as 
a new foundation for it. Now this 
build ing is too sma ll. 

They are pu rchasing and worship­
ping in the former Willow Rancho 
Baptis t C hurch building. 

"We wa nt to build a Bible school 
in Sacramento 
for Russia 
since many 
wa nt to go 
back to 
Russia as 
missionaries. 
When we 

send someone to Bible school, a nd he 
preaches 40 to 50 years and brings 
souls to Christ, and they bring others, 
w ha t kind of investment is this?" 
(This C/111rcl1 wns receiuerf i11to the 
Nortliem Cnlifomin Associntio11 i11 
Septc.'111/.Jer 1994 ns n11 N.A.B. C'111rc/i.) 

Zimmerman said tha t he accepted 
Chr ist as Savior at the age of nine 
because someone cared. During the 
las t year of medical school, he real­
ized tha t Jesus was not Lord of his 
life. Through h-vo people in Minot, 
ND, who cared, he learned that 
"Jesus is Lord ." 

A former missionary doctor chal­
lenged him to consider m~issionary 
service. "Had tha t person not spoken 

Ndonyi expresses 
thanks from CBC 
•Andrew Ndonyi, director of 
development for the Cameroon 
Baptis t Convention, thanked all for 
their part in his becoming a Chris­
tian . Having served in the Govern­
ment for ma ny years he experi­

enced tension 
between a 
desiTe to serve 
God and serve 
in the Govern­
ment. 
"The 
Cameroon 
Baptist 
Convention is 
w here it is 

today because of the N .A.B. 
Conference that gave birth to the 
Cameroon Baptist Mission.This 
gave birth to the Cameroon Baptist 
Convention, and it has g iven birth 
to mission work on the Isla nd of 
Bioko. The CBC is celebrating its 
40th anniversary in December." 

God is so good! 
• "God is so good to a ll of us," said 
Dr. Moses Seth, a form er lieu tenant 
colonel in the Cambodian army and 
former Buddhis t monk, who met 
C hris t in a refugee cam p. "He 
brings us all from cas t, wes t, north, 
sou th ... v,1hi te, black, brown, red, 
and thank God, yellow." 

At firs t, Seth thought Christian­
ity was a western re lig ion, bu t after 
stud ying, he decided to believe in 
Christ as his Savio r. " I just believed, 
bu t l loved m y job and money more 
tha n Christ. All these things did not 

to me, I probably would 
not have responded to 
God's call. Through car­
ing, all of us have gained 
a better understanding of 
Christ as Lord," said 
Zimmerman. "What 
really counts is that 
God cares. O nly what 
is offered to God is of 
any use." 

bring joy, peace, or 
love of Christ." 
Following the war, 
Seth d ecid ed to serve 
C hrist. Since Seth 
has been minis tering 
w ith the Cambodians 
at Quail Lakes, 63 
have received Christ 
as Savior. "We are 
working in educa­
tion, have a Bible 
school to train leaders, and are pub­
lishing booklets, w hich we send to 
Cam bodia. Through this, people are 
accepting Christ." 

Cameroonians held 
hostage! 
•Missionary Scott Clark stated: 
"Sa tan is holding the unreached 
peoples of Cameroon hostage. It is 
our mission to free them from the 
bondage of sin with the living 
Gospel of Jesus Christ." 

"Mill.ions of unreached people in 
Cameroon have not yet had a 
chance to choose Jesus. Among the 
275 d ifferent la nguage groups in 
Cameroon, \ •Ve have grovving 
churches in only 10 of them. O ne 
N.A.B. Con ference missiona rv cou­
ple works among the 1.7 million 
Bamilekes, ·w ho have at least 10 
completely distinct language 
groups. In one of these grou ps a lone 
are 400,000 people w ith no Bible in 
thei r langu age a nd no eva ngelica l 
church. 

"Ou r mission recently s tarted a 
medical work among ai1other 
unreached group of 250,000 people. 
O ne of our medica l missionmies 



spends her vacation among these 
people to struggle to learn their lan­
guage so she can bring the Good 
News to them. 

"The task is so overwhelming that 
the Cameroon Baptist Convention 
wants to continue to partner with us 
so we can finish the task. We need to 
send new church planting missionar­
ies into these areas. 

"For years, we have been using 
English a11d Pidgin English to com­
mwuca te. Now what we have left are 
all the difficult groups that do not 
understand Pidgin English. There are 
no shortcuts. It will take three hard 
years of leanling the language to 

expose unreached people groups to 
Christ. 

"Another need: In many cases, the 
Bible isn't translated yet for the 
wveached people-or if translated, it 
is not available, or they d on' t know it 
exists-or how to read or explain it to 
others. We have to give these people 
the tools, skills, and abilities to let the 
gospel expand naturally within their 
own language and culture. 

"In America, almost everyone will 
have a chance to be exposed to the 
Gospel at least once. But because of 
political wvest and linguistic/ cultur­
al chasms, millions of people have 
not even been given the chance to be 

Mitrovich emphasizes mentoring 

•Randy Mitrovich emphasized the 
importance of mentoring as he 
recalled the influence and encour­
agement of various mentors on !us 
life. Speaking on the topic, "How Do 
You Multiply Yourself as a Leader?", 
he urged those attending the N.A.B. 
Seminary Breakfast to "be cogniza nt 
of those who are watching you .. . 
know that you are influencing 
potential full-time Chris-tian leaders 
and others in Christian mi11istry. 
Mitrovich, who is senior pastor at 
Century Baptist Church in Bismarck, 
N D, referred to Mother Theresa's 
statement: "Let no one ever come to 
you without leaving better and hap­
pier." 

"Everyone should have a mission 
statement for li fe," Mitrovich said . " I 
will help others as best I ca n." 

'There may be young people in 
your congreg~tion who have poten­
hal for Chn shan ministry. Look for 

them. Keep 
your mind on 
them," said 
Mitrovich. 
"How are you 
helping that 
person(s) along 
the way?" 
His mentors 
were there for 
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him not only on sp ecial occasions 
of his life but also were only a 
phone call away w hen he need ed 
help. They ins tilled in him an 
enthusiasm for theology. They 
pushed him further as he was 
challenged to w ri te a spiritua l 
biography and a daily s piritual 
jou rnal, which he sti ll does today. 

Serving under a senior pastor 
became the most important years 
of his life as that pastor modelled a 
passion for ministry. " I learned as 
much or more from this man- his 
hope and his vision for ministry­
as I did from his sermons." From 
another, he learned how to be a 
servant, a shepherd . 

"The ministry is the most excit­
ing, rewarding vocation on earth . 
Walk in openness w ith those you 
mentor. You and they will experi­
ence the grace of Cod and the 
leading and discernment of God. 
You will want to steer them to 
N.A. B. Semina ry without apology. 
How are you investing your life in 
others?" Mitrovich asked. 

Baptists work together 
•".Only .t11:ough the Baptist World 
All iance 1_s 1t possible to get Baptists 
of countnes with opposing politica l 
views together to worship and fel-

exposed to the Gospel. Let's join 
hands with the Cameroon Baptist 
Convention and fulfill the Great 
Commission that there should be 
growing disciples in every people 
group in Cameroon." 

lowship," stated Dr. Tony Cupit, 
director of evangelism and educa­
tion, study and research, BWA. 
The BWA's four emphases are fel­
lowship, providing relief through 
Baptist World Aid, working for 
justice in countries w here Baptis ts 
are beleagured and seeking reli­
g ious freedom, and evangelism. 

What the Spirit is saying to the 
church today is evident in three 
pa radigm shifts: new evangelistic 
opportuni ties are available 
through church planting; reaching 
out to the unevangelized world, 
w here one fifth of the world lives 
and d ies w ithout hearing about 
Jesus Christ; and the emergence of 
countries w here Baptist groups, 
who ha ve missionaries sent to 
them, are now sending missionar­
ies to other countries. 

Singles: Take leadership 
says Reese 
•At the 
Singles' 
Breakfast, 
planned by 
Amy Strauss 
and Holly 
Plank, 53 singles 
heard Randy 
Reese of Sioux 
Fa lls encourage 
them to take 

time to experience God and to take 
leadership roles in the church. 

"A heart that is passionate to fol­
low Christ, H e will bless," said 
Reese. "Lis ten and watch for what 
God has to say to you and be willing 
to follow Christ." - Knre11 Oicknu 

RECOGNITIONS 
• Moderator Richard Russell (r.) 
presented a book of letters from 
individuals and churches to Dr. 
John Binder(!.) expressing appreci­
ation for his years of ministry as he 
served the Lord through the N.A.B. 
Conference. 

When John Binder became exec­
utive director in 1979, "the Confer­
ence was in the hole one million 
d ollars," said Russell. "Changes 
were made under his leadership, 
and we got out of that debt. He 

kept a 
steady 
hand, 
and the 
ship of 
N.A.B. 
fo llowed 
a true 
and 
steady 
course." 

Russell commended Binder for his 
lead ership in helping the various 
d epartments of the Conference to 
work together as a team. 

Following this, P.O.W.E.R. . 
Con1pany of Village Green Baptis t 
Church, Glen Ellyn, IL, mimed the 
song, "Thank You," by Ray Boltz 111 

a powerful, moving way to express 
appreciation to Dr. Binder. 

•The Missions Board acknowl­
edged 25 years of d istinguished 
missionary service of Or. Helen 

Marie 
Schmidt as a 
med ical doc­
tor with a 
specialty in 
surgery in 
Ca meroon. 
Through her 

dedicated ministry, she touched the 
lives of tens of thousands and 
demonstrated unusual professional 
skills. She carried out her ministry 
with compassion and the love of 
her Savior Jesus Christ. 

• The Missions Board acknow l­
edged 24 years of dis tinguished 
missionary service in Brazil by the 
Rev. Ralph and Mrs. Martha 
Nelson. They serve primarily in 
evangelism and church planting in 

Santa 
Catarina and 
in the past in 
Rio Grande 
do Sul. They 
also serve as 
secretary and 
treasurer of 
the mission in 
Brazil. 

•On behalf of the N.A.B. Semi­
nary alumni, Danny Van Gerpen 
presented distinguished alunrni 
awards to the Rev. Isador Faszer 
of Ca lgary, AB, 
and the Rev. 
Gene Kern of 
Fair Oaks, CA. 
Faszer served 
as pastor, 
retirement 
home chaplain, 
area minister, 
and short-term 
missiona ry 
s ince his gradu-

Gene Kem 

ation from ..-----i.--'!"'"llr--

N. A. B. 
Seminary in 
1949. Kern has 
served as a pas­
tor of estab­
lished churches 
and church 
planter of 
Sunrise Baptist 
Church, which 
he now serves. 

lsndor Fnszer 

He is a pas t Conference mod erator 
and Executi ve Committee me1nber. 
• "There need to be signs of our 
love for God and others in a d efi­
cient world," said Jenni fer Sud­
d erth, president of the North 

American Baptis t Women's Union, 
who served as guest speaker at the 
Women's Luncheon. She referred to 
Dionne Warwick's song: "What the 
world needs now is love, sweet 
love." "The world does need love," 
said Sudderth, "but loving o thers 
can only be done with God's 
streng th .. . not through religions 
or rituals ... but as we open up to 
God." 

She pointed out that we need to 
love ourselves. "That is the starting 
point for the horizontal aspect. If 
you d o not love and appreciate 
yourself, if you cannot see God's 
handiwork in you, then you cannot 
see God 's handiwork in others. 
When the world sees us, the world 
should see agape love .. . the 
Lord's love. This goes beyond our 
senses and desires. It is a deliber­
ate, conscious commitment to love 
unconditionally ... to endure 
injury." 

" lf women make commitments 
to love one another unconditionally 
. .. inspired by selfless sacrifice .. . 
if women under adverse circum­
stances find ways to show love, 
w hat about us?" she asked . "Each 
one of us must make deliberate 
decisions to love God, ourselves, 
and our 
neighbor, if 
the world 
would see 
Jesus in us . 
I pra y God 
would give 
you a vision 
to push your 
love to the 
ex treme." 0 

•The Rev. Ron Presley, chair, and 
the Local Arrangements Committee 
as well as the Southern Association 

did a magnifi­
cent job of 
hosting the 
Triennial 
Conference. 
Everyone 
enjoyed your 
hospitality. 
Thanks! 
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• Business • • • B u s iness 
E ight hundred and eighty-three 

delegates acted on constitu­
tional changes, adopted resolutions 
and elected officers. 

"Change is always a difficult 
concept," said Phil Yntema, chair of 
the Task Force on Chanae. "Change 
is inevitable. We are he~ to vote on 
whether we will manage change or 
not." Members of the Task Force on 
Change were Yntema, Rev. Ron 
Norman, Miss Barbara Fiegas, Dr. 
Ray Seutter, and Rev. David Wick. 

The Task Force felt that it had 
written a purpose statement that 
everyone could memorize: "The 
purpose of the N.A. B. Conference 
is to glorify God by making disci­
ples. at home and abroad • by stim­
ulatmg Associations and churches 
to make disciples, • by faci litating 
the interdependence of member 
cl~urches, and •by providing ser­
vices that are best done collective­
ly." Delegates voted to adopt the 
motion with the words "Jesus 
Christ" added after disciples. 

The Constitutional Changes, as 
adopted, designate the General 
Council as the decision-making 
body of the Conference by in tegrat­
ing the Church Growth Minis tries 
Board and the Missions Board into 
the General Council. This means 
that these Boards will be committees 
no longer elected by the Triennial 
Conference delegates bu t appointed 
from the General Council member­
ship. The General Council can ap­
point people with expertise in these 
areas from outside the Council 
when it deems necessary. 
. Delega tes also approved separat­
ing the Conference Constitution 
from tl:e Byla ws. This gives the 
Cou ncil the authori ty to change, 
add, or remove entire departments 
as necessary within trienniums. The 
T~i enn ial Conference d elegates can 
stil l reverse anyth ing tha t the 
General Council chooses to do. 
. The de.lega tes also approved cut­

ting the '>17e of the Genera l Council 
by ha.If . . Prior to this change, each 
assooat1on had two members on 
the Council; now each will send 
only one representative. It grants 
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Canada the right to send two addi­
tional representatives at large. The 
General Council is to meet in 
Canada every three years. 

There was considerable discus­
sion concerning the possibility that 
with only one representative from 
each association that there would 
not be equal representation of lay­
persons and pastors. This has been 
the strength of the General Council 
and Boards in the past. There is the 
concern that the Council wou ld be 
d ominated by pastors. 

There was also discussion that 
General Council members should 
serve at least three years, so there 
would be continuity on the Council 
and the new Church Growth and 
International Missions Committees. 

RESOLUTIONS 
Resolutions Committee chair 

Rev. David Steinhart, presented' res­
olutions dealing w ith family 
emphases, family violence, homo­
sexuality, and gambling. Delegates 
approved the foll owing: 

On .Family Emphases 
Smee God created and established 

the fam ily as the basic fou ndation 
of society throug h w hich men and 
women ca n be nurtured to produc­
tive and mea ningful maturity ... 
and smce the family is fa cing unpre­
ced ented cha llenges to its health 
and existence .. . the Conference 
;,esol~es to ded icate the yea r 1996 as 

Fa mily Em phasis Yecir." The reso­
lu tion ca lls for the Conference lead­
ers to prepa re appropriate emphases 
~ nd r,esou rces to assist the churches 
m this emphasis. 

A q~e~t! on was as ked concerning 
the def1111t1on of fami ly with a n 
amend ment proposed that a fami ly 
be defmed as being a heterosexua l 
couple and their children. It was 
then pointed ou t by another d ele­
ga.te tha.t not all fa mili es a rc couples 
"."1th children, and tha t some fam i­
lies arc srnglc parents w ith chi ldren. 
.. Mr. Ste inhart replied that the de­

f1111t1011 should come in the em phases 
and resources provided by the Con­
fe rence. The amendment fa iled, and 

the resolu tion 
was ado pted. 

On Family 
Violence 

Recognizing 
the p revalence o f 
fa mily violence, 
particularly 
spousal assau lt 
and the abuse o f 
children; and that 
this problem fre-
quently remains Delega tes vote ... 
hidden among 
evangelical Chris-
tians, and that many perpetrators of 
this violence a re unwilling to face 
their responsibility for such actions, 
be it resolved that North American 
Baptists w ill make ava ilable and 
promote the use of audio-visual 
and written resources to educa te 
our members concerning this issue; 
convene workshops at appropriate 
pastors' ga therings to educate and 
equip our pas tors to recognize and 
deal w ith the problem; print ed uca­
tional a rticles in d enominatio nal 
p ublica tio ns dealing w ith this topic; 
publis h the names of indiv idua ls 
throug hout our Conference w ho are 
qua lifi ed to assist victims and inflic­
tors of fam ily v iolence; a nd seek to 
respond to families experiencing 
fam ily v iolence w ith Chris tian co m­
passio n and in terventio n. The reso­
lutio n was adopted . 

On Homosexua lity 
Recog nizing the pervas ive influ­

ence tha t homosex ual men a nd 
women ha ve o n every level of ou r 
socie ty, including the evangelica l 
church, its colleges a nd seminaries; 
and the intrusive presence of th e 
milita nt gay-lesbian "agend a"; and 
once th e homosexua l tend ency is 
acted on, it is very d i fficu It to 
reverse . . . We a ffirm our d esire to 
sincerely add ress ho mosexuality 
from a Biblica l perspective a nd to 
ministe r to homosexual men and 
women w ith the love and purity of 
Jesus Christ. 

We affirm ou r belief that Scrip­
ture clearly views ho mosexual 
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behavior as sin 
(Romans 1 :26-27; 1 
Cor. 6:9) and that 
homosexual be­
havior contradicts 
the normal hetero­
sexual relationships 
God intentionally 
established at Crea­
tion (Gen. 1 :26-27; 
2:19-25). Further, 
we affirm the re­
demptive power of 
Jesus Christ, who 
is able and w illing 
to save a ll w ho 

believe in Him. Throug h surrender 
to Jesus C hrist and the support of 
His fo llowers, we believe that 
ho mosexual men and women can 
be delivered from the sin of ho mo­
sexual behavior. 

Recognizina that ho n10sexual 
men and won~en are people valued 
and loved by God, it grieves us . 
w hen we hear of ha te crimes being 
perpetrated against homosexua l_ 
persons. It also g rieves us and g ives 
cause for a la rm that cer tain groups 
are seeking to promote the approval 
and acceptance of homosexual 
behavior, both by socie ty at large 
and w ithin the Christian Church. 
We canno t ig nore the facts that.the 
homosexua l agenda is d es tructive 
of the fa mily and that the homosex­
ua l lifesty le is unhea lthy and pro­
motes the spread of Al.OS and other 
sexually transmitted diseases. 

We believe it is the role of the 
church to be a redemptive commu­
nity ca lli ng hom osexual .men and 
women into a life-changmg re la­
tionship with Jesus Christ. We 
oppose homosexual behavior ii~ the 
same way tha t we oppose he~eio­
sexual immorality. We comirnt our­
selves to welcome homosexual ~wn 
and women to our worship services 
and to welcome red eemed homo­
sexual men and women who are no 
longer pa r ticipating in hon:osexua l 
acti vity into our cong regat10nal 
memberships. 

On Gambling 
In view of the urgency of. coun-

te ring gambling and the scn o us 

impact it has in our society, be it 
resolved that North American 
Baptists will 1) personally resist the 
temptation to become or remain 
involved in this practice w hich is 
contrary to Christian principles; 2) 
whenever possible, oppose gam­
bling as a method of raising rev­
enue; 3) whenever possible, support 
responsible measures of meeting 
human needs and services; 4) sup­
port educational initiatives aimed at 
recognizing the signs of ga mbling 
addiction and promote counseling 
and other recovery efforts for gam­
bling addicts and their families. 

On Women's Ordination 
From the floor, a resolution on 

ordination of women called for the 
Conference to " take a clear histori­
ca l stand on the issue of ordina tion 
of women." It called for churches 
and / or their associations to not 
ordain or place women into posi­
tions of teaching in the public 
assembly or into any office o f elder 
or pastor in the local church, in keep­
ing with the biblically historical 
practice of the Conference, and that 
the Conference no t recognize any 
such ordinations. After much dis­
cussion, pro and con, the resolution 
on ordination of women was tabled. 

ELECTIONS 

• N.A.B. Seminary Board of Trustees: 
Mr. Earl Backhaus, Bismarck, ND; Miss 
La Verna Mehlhaff, Forest Park, IL; Dr. 
Ro"er Reed, Madison, SD; Rev. Eugene 
Ke~n, Fair Oaks, CA; Rev. Robert Klein, 
Lacey, WA; Rev. Phyllip Putz, Grand 
Forks, ND; Dr. Harry Hiller, Calgary, 
AB; Dr. Kenneth MacDonald, 
Edmonton, AB. 

• North American Baptist College/ 
Edmonton Baptist Seminary Board of 
Trustees: Dr. David Hall, Edmonton, AB; 
Mrs. Luella Reese, Edmonton, AB; Mrs. 
Cathy Walker, Glen Ellyn, IL; Rev. Ervin 
Gerlitz, Tacoma, WA; Dr. Jerry Hirsch, 
Surrey, BC; Mr. Ed Sardachuk, Calgary, 
AB; Rev. James Liske, Arnprior, ON; and 
Rev. Marvin Rust, Vancouver, BC. 

• N.A.B. Seminary Alumni: Tim 
Walker, Emery, SD, preside11t; Danny Van 
Gerpen, Milbank, SD, vice president; 
Daniel Edzards, Wessington Springs, 
SD, and Merv Kramer, Brandon, SD, 
111e111bers nt lnrge 

• N.A.B. Ministers' Wives' Officers: 
Cheryl Leverette, Edmonton, AB, presi­
de11t; Elsie Kerber, Calgary, AB, <•ice pres­
ide11t; and Eunice Leach, Red Deer, AB, 
secretn ry-1 rens11 rer. 

• N.A.B. Ministers' Fellowship 
Officers: Steve Vetter, Madison, SD, 
preside11t; James Leverette, Edmonton, 
AB, Pice preside11t; Mike LeRud, Steam­
boat Rock, IA, secretnry-trens11rer. 

Moderator Richard Russell 
listens to a delegate's remarks. 

•Conference Officers: Rev. Ron Norman, pastor, Fi rst Baptist Church, Elk .rove, 
CA, 1110dcrntor; Mr. Wayne Wegner, attorney, Grosse Pointe Woods, Ml, ii_icc 111C111ern­

tor; Mr. Jackie Loewer, forming, Eunice, LA, lre11~11rcr ; Rev. Phil Yntcma, fnrmcr pn;;­
tor, Cascade Bnptist Church, Vancouver, WA, L'.\"l'Clltiuc director. 
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Youth experience spiritual growth at Triennial Conference 

More than 900 youth 
meet at Denton 

More than 900 high school 
and college age youth 
a nd sponsors met a t 

Texas Women's University in 
Denton, TX, d uring the Triennial 
Conference week. Due to the unex­
pected number of youth attend ing, 
motels in the Denton area were en­
listed to help house the youth. In­
cluded in the total number were 119 
youth who came from Canada, of 
those 52 were from Saskatchewan· 

I 

150 from Kansas, 99 from North 
Dakota, 71 from South Dakota, 52 
from Wisconsin, 48 from California, 
and 38 each from British Columbia 
and Minnesota. 

Imagine yourself with more than 
900 youth striving for one thing­

to get closer to God. We had the 
same purpose, same goals, and the 
sa me questions. We found we were 
also gaining a common bond with 
our loving God. 

The theme for this youth confer­
ence was "Life . . . Gotta Get It, 
Gotta Have It, and Gotta Live It." 
We learned many things from many 
people. 

Billy Beacham, the m11in speaker, 
gave us a journal for Quiet Time. 
"To have God as Nu mber One in 
you r life," said Beacham, you must 
make time for Him every day. "The 
morning is the best so that you start 
the day with Him." Beacham talked 
,1bout almost every topic 11 teenager 
need s to hear. It's like when an o lder 
pl'rson tel ls you th11t you never s top 
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learning even tho ug h you are out of 
school, it is the same w ith God. You 
need to learn more about God, 
other than jus t on Sunday. A Q uie t 
Time helps you to learn and seek 
what God has done a nd w ill be 
doing for the rest of ou r lives. 

Concerts by Acappella, Al 
Denson, and H alo were g rea t. 

Every afternoon, the youth had a 
different activity. O ne day we spent 
at Six Flags Over Texas Amusement 
Park, and another afternoon was 
spent doing a service project. Some 
helped ra ise fund s for the G reater 
Lewisville YMCA by holdi ng a ca r 
wash; others weeded the flower 
beds around Flower Mound C ity 
Hall o r he lped dig up the sod 
around the sidewalks a t the Greater 

Lewisville YMCA's p layground. 
On beha lf of the many youth, I 

say a specia l thank you to those 
who took the ti me to plan these 
great six days a nd for working so 
hard at making th is week su ch a 
g reat exper ience. Thank you ! I look 
forward to Edmonton in 1997. 
-Tari11a Dac/1tler, Dicki11so11, ND. 

T he week of the Youth Confer­
ence can be descr ibed as s pi ri­

tually uplifti ng . 
We had a lot of fun listening to 

powerful sp eakers, bea uti ful m usic, 
and fellowsh ip. We red iscovered 
som e o ld friend s and fou nd new 

friends. 
Our d ay at Six Flags Over Texas 

was a load o f fun (except for w he n 
the power went ou t), but God took 

care of u s . 
Billy Beacham, Bob Laurent, and 

David Dea n did a good job of keep­
ing the purpose of the week in fro n t 
of our mind s. l think everyone 
cha nged a little for the better due to 
the ir persuasive words. Billy 
Beacha m asked the youth to spend 
up to te n m inutes a day w ith the 
Lord in q u iet t ime and later took a 
count. T he ma jo ri ty of the you th 
p rom ised to do th is. 

The energy that was stored from 
the long plane, bus, a nd car r ides 
was released as Acnppdla sang on 
the opening night. 

We had a "Wild West Activ ity 
Day" in w hich the you th choose a n 
event in which to participate. Some 
of the choices included a trip to the 
mall, mi niature golf, the zoo, a nd 

the indoor or ou tdoor pool. 
Everyon e app eared to have fun. 

The words of the p opular 
Michael W. Smith song, "Friends," 
goes: "Frie nds are friends forever, if 
the Lord is the lord of them." This 
best describes the youth part of the 
Triennial Conference.- Kari S111it'1 

Young Teens enjoy 
a variety in program 

T he young teens' program began 
the week with a message from Dr. 
Lewis Petrie, N .A .B. Conference 
development director. Petrie spoke 
from I Chronicles 4:9-10, assu ring 
the teens tha t God cares for every­
o ne, inclu ding them. Petrie also 
spoke about caring for others. 

One evening, they watched the 
A.O. Players and e njoyed an ice 
crea m social. T hey participated in a 
tra il ride a nd played games. 

Young teens hea rd Dr. Rodney 
Zimmerman tell about his life as a 
missio na ry doctor in Cameroon. He 
sa id he had not wa nted to be a mis­
s io nary at first, but God cha nged 
his mind . 

David Dean , a Chris tian comic, 
told hil11rious jokes 11nd gave 11n 
"e11sy to lis te n " sermon. 

Lou Petrie sent the youth on 11 
bea r hunt a nd u sed inspirational 
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stories from his life and others to 
show it is necessary to listen to 
God, not S11tan. 

Another evening, they joined the 
youth to hear a concert by Al 
Denson. 

A day a t the Samuel Dude Ranch 
gave young teens a variety of 
things to do, such as a petting zoo, 
feeding animals, going on a 
hayride, and a tug of war.- joy 
Sa/z111a11 

Close to 100 children attend 

Close to 100 children, grades one 
through six, attended the 

Triennial Conference. On Friday, 
they went to the Samuel Dude 
Ranch, w here they enjoyed a pet­
ting zoo, a hayride, and a tug of 
war. They fed many animals. 

One hundred and ten children, 
first through sixth grade, enjoyed 
the puppet present11tion, "Pu ttin' 
Feet on Faith," by the P.O.W. E.R. 
Company, Village Green Baptist 
Church, Glen Ellyn, TL. Its theme: 
"We are all a part of the body of 
Christ, 11nd everyone is needed. No 
one is more or less importa nt than 
anyone else." 

Former missionaries to Afrirn, 
Elmer and Ru th Strauss, interacted 
with the children. 

About 40 11d u lts assisted Geri 
Heringcr and Anita Hale with the 
progra1T1.- Eri11 Petrie 
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Visit Brazil 
and Argentina 

July 31 to Au gust 15, 1995 

A unique opportunity 
to see missions in action 
in Brazil, visit some of 

Brazil's unique attractions, 
and attend the 

Baptist World Alliance 
sessions in Buenos Aires, 

Argentina. 

For information contact 
Dr. Herman Effa, I11ternational 
Missions Department, N.A.B. 
Co11fere11ce, 1 So. 210 Summit 
Ave., Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181-
3994. Phone (708) 495-2000; 
Fax (708) 495-3301. 

F R E E 
THE CHALLENGER CLUB 

ltns for .+8 yen rs /Jee11 "Hclpi11g Yo11 tlt 
today to Rrnd God'~ Word & Pmy." 

Childre n a re enrolled FREE and 
receive a colorful Bible Reading 
Sheet (BRS) monthly w ith verses 
to read daily, occasional blanks to 
fill in & prayer suggestions along 
with an e nve lope to return their 
BRS to The Club for scoring. 

THE CHALLENGER CLUB 

• is operated by volunteers 
• is non-denominational 
• does not in terpret the Bible 
• is supported by 100% donations 
• has two divisions: 

juniors ages 5-13 
Seniors 14-Adults 

For more inforn1ation or to enroll 
send : NAME, ADDRESS, DATE Of 
BIRTH for children or marl-­
"ADULT" to: 

THE CHALLENGER CLUB 
P.O. BOX 871373 

DALLAS, TEXAS 75287-1373 
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I n an instant our retirement 
plans were changed, when my 
husband Larry fell ten feet from 

a ladder, fracturin g five vertebrae 
and three ribs, resulting in perma­
nent para lysis from the chest 
down. 

Tests, surgery, and hospital days 
became a blu r as we faced this 
strange and unknown situation. We 
heard the words of what li fe wou ld 
be like, but full comprehension d id 
not come until we were away from 
the security of the hospita l and 
then we prayed hard about every­
thing. 

Moving 
It became obvious ea rly on, that 

wheelchair living wou ld not work 
in our New Jersey home, nor with 
our earlier d ecision to move back 
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by Sally Prast 
Phoenix, AZ 

to our chi ld hood home in Mich iga n 
to be nea r family. The only door 
open was a major cha nge and 
move to Arizona. 

Dear friends d rove us from the 
Rehabilita tion Institute of Michigan 

to the airpo rt, and we fl ew d irectly 
to Phoenix where our daug hter hcid 
prepcired for us to move in w ith 
her until ou r home would be ready 
some months later. 

W hi le Larry wcis hospitalized, I 
commuted from Ne w jersey to 
Detroit and sorted out cind packed 
up 25 yecirs of living. 

Help ca me from su rprising 
quarter-family, friend s, ci nd for­
mer church members . Thcink you. I 
cou ld not have done it withou t you! 

I thought of you again, w ith love 
and g ratitude, as I unpacked you r 
boxes in our new house. Later, new 
neighbors and fri end s he lped move 
and unpcick, too. 

Sharing 
Li ves are bound together by 

experiences, prayer, and need . 

Forty-five years of marriage and 
minis try have prepared us for this 
time in li fe . Remember the picture 
of the boy carry ing the smaller boy, 
saying, "H e ain't heavy, mister. He's 
my brother." Love tru ly lightens the 
load . Similarly, Larry always 
remembers to say, "Thanks for tak­
ing care of me today." 

My forn1erly independent hus­
band now needs help to move from 
bed to wheelcha ir to almost any­
w here. Balance now is a problem, 
s ince only arm and shou lder mus­
cles work. We wheel around bumps. 
Even when I'm d riving alone, I am 
cautious because now T must hu rry 
but still get myself home safely to 
care for Larry. 

The o ld rule of supply and 
dema nd works da ily. Prayers for a 
g reater need bring a greater supply 
o f streng th, wisdom, pa tience and 
some understanding of a trying 
s ituation. Thank you, God, is whis­
pered often. Sma ll victories are 
sometimes like a mi lestone. Scripture 
verses and hymns come to mind 
unexpectedly. 1 don't have time to 
question our lot, because 1 ca n't get 
behind in my chores. So much . 
depends on me, and a thankful a tti­
tud e ca n set the tone for the house­
hold. 

There have been only a few 
sleepless n ights thanks to many 
prayers for the ca regiver. Often I'd 
fall asleep expressing praises a nd 
tha nks and only get to the requests 
at the two o'clock duty time. 
Thinking back to when the girls 
need ed two o'clock feedings, I 
knew that wou ld change soon. This 
adult caregiving goes around the 
clock and for a ll the da ys ahead . lt 
a lso awakens one to the s imilar 
needs and pressures of others, such 
as single parents and those who 

live alone. 

Living 
Our house, here in the valley of 

the sun, is user friendly, thanks to 
our daughter, Sylvia, and her 
expertise in interior design. We 
have no thresholds and all hall­
v,1ays, doors, and sidewalks are 
wider. There is a roll-under sink 
and counter; a roll-in shower and 
all the modern appliances we could 
manage to lighten the necessary 
physical household tasks. Vinyl is 
on the floor in high traffic areas 
cind low kncip commercial carpet­
ing elsewhere for easier w heeling. 

Our ElSO Ford van rolls along 
nicely when Lcirry needs transport. 
The mechanical lift surely becits ma n­
ual transfer from wheelchair to car. 

Why d o we have a s pirit of gra t­
itude and thankfulness? We have 
the continued prayer cind support 
of family and friends, near cind far. 
While in the hospital, pas tora l calls, 
visi ts, phone ca lls, card s, cind let­
ters cissured us of prayers and 
bound us to you in love across the 
miles. And cit some later time, we'll 
learn of the many secret closet 
prayers, as well. 

We hcid a ca ring hospital stciff, 
and we found a Christian nurse on 
each shift. They watched cind wait­
ed for us to mcike the first testimo­
nial. Whcit a reminder thcit we must 
have consistent lives. SoIT1eone is 
a lways watching or needing to see 
God's hcind in you r life at a tin1e of 
tria l o r a smi le and assurance that 
God is nea r. I cilso had the opportu­
nity to visit other para cind quadri­
plegics on Larry's floor and hea1: 
them cicknowledgc their need of 
God's grace. We have doctors and 
therapists who cire cari ng, skillfu l, 
and fami ly oriented . 

Providing 
Even fi nances have been provid­

ed, along with the practice of "bor­
rowing from Peter to pay Paul" till 
decidlines are met. 

Through it all, Larry's positive 
attitude and immediate acceptcince 
that God would be his help in his 
paralysis has been a mcirvel to me. 
There have been some gloomy 
times, but we try to avoid both of 
us feel ing downhearted at the same 
time. 

Words cannot express the bless­
ings we received attending the 
Triennial Conference in Dallas, 
thanks to some loving friends. 
Larry was able to g reet Atlantic 
Associcition friends cind co-workers 
he ha d not been able to say good­
bye to, having come directly to 
Arizona from the Rehabilitation 
Institute of Michigcin. Inspirationa l 
messages cind Bible stud ies offered 
food for the soul, and seeing old 
friends cind making new ones was 
precious. 

We're grateful for Arizona win­
ters that cire warm, clean, and 
sunny and don't require bund ling 
Larry up against the cold or clean­
ing mud or snow from wheelchair 
treads . 

Chcinged retirement pla ns? I 
don' t understand yet why the 
abrupt change of lifestyle, but l a lso 
don't hcive time to question God's 
choice. He has provided amcizing 
direction to fit us into His plan. He 
has supplied needs before we real­
ized them and sent so many helpers 
along the way that we ca n onlv 
prnise l-fo11. Tru ly, we hcivc bc~n 
ministered unto, cind we knov,' that 
always underneath us art' His ever­
lasting arms. U 
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F or most people, the 
Christmas season is a time of 
celebration and enjoyment 

with fam ily and friend s. But for 
those who have lost a loved 
one during the past year, the 
holidays can be an especial­
ly difficult time. Here are 
some suggestions to help 
someone you care about 
deal with their grief at 
Christmas time: 

• Give a gift of memories. 
A scrapbook fi lled with 
photos and other memora­
bilia of the departed gathered 
from family and fr iends will 
make a treasured and appreciated 
gift. 

• Help your friend think about and 
decide which holiday traditions to 
keep and which ones to change. 
Sometimes it's a good idea to 
change certa in traditions so that the 
absence of a loved one is less 
painful. Suggest starting some new 
ones, such as attending a concert, 
joining a choral group for caroling, 
or going on a sleig h ride. 

• If the bereaved is far away, 
incl ude them in your celebrations 
by sending an audio or videota pe 
of your family decorating the tree, 
reading a Christmas story or per­
forming in a chu rch Christmas 
pageant. 

• Plan a n ou ting to the gravesite. 
Bring along ci smcill pi ne tree, holl y, 
an evergreen flora l arrangement, or 
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Cleo Freelance Photo 
other g reenery to 
decorate it for the season. 

• For some, the loss of a loved one 
ca n leave them feeling less needed. 
Volunteer at a loca l soup kitchen o r 
child ren's hospita l and in vite the 
grieving person to go w ith you. Or, 
take him or her shopping for food, 
clothing, or toys to g ive to a charity. 

• Remember tha t the g rieving 
p rocess las ts a long time, and in 
some ways, never end s. No matter 
how long it has been since the loss 
of a loved one, they a re always 
especia lly m issed d uring the ho li­
days. Send a living plan t or fresh 
flower arra ngement to the 
deceased's fami ly's home to le t 
them know you are thinking o f 

them. 

• Don 't be afraid to mention the 
deceased's name-it's important to 

reassure the bereaved that you 
haven 't (and won't) forge t their 

loved one. Drop them a note 
acknow ledging that this is a 
d ifficult time for them o r 
encourage the grieving to 
reminisce about favorite 
holida y memories w ith you . 

• Chris tmas trees, ligh ts, 
cand les, and other holiday 

deco ra tions a re usua lly 
neglected in ho mes w here 

someone has passed away. 
Help them bring some o f the sea­

son indoors by sending a small 
tree, w reath, or everg reen fl ora l 
arra ngement. 

• Attend re lig ious services w ith the 
bereaved . Relig ious communiti es 
often p rovide a s trong suppo rt ne t­
work, and the services may be com­
for ting to someone in grief. 

• Encourage the bereaved to s pend 
their C hris tmas w ith you a nd you r 
fami ly. Many people w ho are g riev­
ing d on't feel li ke ce lebra ting, bu t 
being a lone during the holidays ca n 
be even more d ifficult. Offer to 
bring the celebra tion (guests, food, 
decora tions) to their home, if they 
aren 't read y to go out. 0 

FTD prufcssio11nl florist nskerl socinl 
psycliologist n11d professor nl Boston 
College, Mnrin1111c LnFm11ce, to offer 
s11ggestio11s. - Co11e Co1111 111111icntio11s 

MAKE A SPECIAL GIFT BEFORE DECEMBER 31 

Many individuals nre unaware of thesubstantial benefits available for gifts 
mnde ntyenr end. Let's look at some of these advantages . 

Increased Tax Savings from 
a Charitable Deduction 

You may need additional deductions thi~ year, since 
many of the s tanda rd deductions you prev1.ously took 
on your income tax returns are no longer available. 

Giving from Cash Flow .. 
You can receive an income tax deduction by g1v111g 

cash. This is most beneficial to N .A.B. Conference. It 
may be the easiest 1..vay for you to g ive. 

Give of Net Worth 
Charitable d eduction tax savings are ava il.a~le w hen 

. · ranee poho es that yo u make gifts of property . . . msu c 

d t ks bonds mutual funds . · · you no longer nee . .. s oc , ' 
real es ta te . .. tan a ible personal property relat.ed to our 

. 
0 

f 1 ·fts will provide a tax exempt funct10n. Each o t 1ese g1 . 
d eductio n this year if given before December 31 · 

k I rger aift of property, Many times you can ma ea a o . 
. . · II I · I er tax deduction. rece1vmg a subs tantia Y 11g 1 . d d _ 

You can a lso create a n income tax chant~ble e u.c 
tion w hich w ill provid e subs tantial tax sav'.ngs by s1m-

, 1 ·t · properties, such as p ly g ua ran teeing tod ay t 1at ce1 am . ·11 b d . -
f es which w i e is your home or investment proper 1 ' 

tributed to charity at your d eath. 

Avoidance of Capital Gains Tax . . 
·1 bl for g1v11w may The property you have ava i a e o Id 

. d . 1 value and you wou have substantially a pprecia te 11 ' ' 
. 1 · t , ip to 28 percent. 

pay a capita gatn ax L . .
0 

ert ra ther than 
However if you contribute the p i p y . f - ti 

, . I itable deduction Ot le 
selling it, you can receive a c 1ar' ~d the capita l gain tax. 
full va lue of the property and a' 0 

An Income Tax Deduction 
now for Future Gifts · 

. hi her this year than it 
1 f your income tax bracket is g dd ·t· al 

.f ) LI need an a I tOnc 
w ill be in future yea rs, or I ye bl' I specially 
:I . I . ou can esta is 1 a 
L ed uctio n t 11s year, Y . f _ :I to the trust vv ith 

. p ·ty is trans en eL d esig ned trust. ropei · t
1
·011 for a peri-

l .. t ble o rgarnzCI , 
income payable to a c 1an a -·od the property 

:l f the trust pc11 ' od of years. At the enL o 

w ill be re turned to yo. u. :I . d you can receive 
. , perly L es1g nc , 

When the trus t ts P.ro . ear for the current vci lue 
an income tax d edu ction this Y c. ' 

·ft to chan ty. o f the future income g i s 

Increased Income from Your Charitable Gift 
Many find that their investment interest has 

dropped substantially. Others have proper ty that p ays 
little or no return. High apprecia tion keeps them from 
selling the assets and investing to achieve a higher 
return. 

But charitable gift annuities have maintained their 
high rate of return. Many indiv iduals find this a more 
attractive investment. 

Or property can be p laced in a specia lly d esigned 
charitable trus t, providing a substantia l income tax 
charitable d eduction. The property can then be sold by 
the trust, avoiding tax on the capita l gain. And the 
trustee can invest in high income producing assets, 
resultina in a considerably h igher income. 

The :Ssets are invested to provide income for you 
and are not actually transferred to the charitable orga­
niza tion until the end of the trust period (which is usu­
ally at your dea th). 

Personal Satisfaction 
An ad d itional ad vantage is knowing tha t you a re 

receiving substa ntial personal benefi t, as you are help­
ing the N.A. B. Conference accomplish our mission . 

MAY WE HELP? 
To receive more detailed information on each of 

these planning concepts, comp lete the response form 
and mail it to the add ress below. Or you may telepho ne 
our offi ce a t (708) 495-2000, or Fax u s at (708) 495-3301, 
if that is more convenien t. 

r--------------------------------------------i 
I I 

: YES, please send me information on: : 
I I 1 O Gifts of apprecia ted property : 

D H ow to take a dedu ction for future gifts 1 
I D Gifts with reta ined benefits 1 

Name ------------------
Address 
City /Sta te / Zip 

Birthdate (male) _____ (fem ale) ____ _ 
Telep hone: Daytime ___________ _ 

Evening _____ ______ _ 
I 

: Mail to: Dr. Comtie Snlios, N.A.B. Co11fere11ce, 1 So. 210 
: S11111111it A1•e., Oakbrook Terrace, TL 60181-3994. Pho11e: (708) 

I 
I 
I 

1 495-2000; Fnx: (708) 495-3301. 
~ -- - ------ - -- ------------ -------- ------------~ 
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Praise God for people 
rece iving Christ as Savior 
and His growing Church 

• WINNIPEG, MB. Mission Baptist 
Church had the joy of baptizing 
and receiving into fellowship a 
husband and wife and one young 
person . Richard Grabke, Eberhard 
Hees, and Sean Sagert serve as 
pastors. - Anne Pohl 

•LEDUC, AB. "It's grea t to have 
new .fa milies attending Tem p le 
Baptist Church," says Violet Fleck. 
"A couple joined the Church, and 
£?r. Gordon Denison, pastor, bap ­
tized two of their children as well 
as a senior gentlema n of 81 years 
w ho recently accepted the Lord.''' 

• MERCER, ND. Pastor Dan Herin­
ger baptized five young people in 
an outdoor baptismal service at 
Brush Lake and welcomed th em 
into Firs t Baptist Church. 

A group of youth and Pastor 
and Mrs. Heringer attended the 
;riennial Conference in Dallas. 
. They brought back some interes t­
mg reports a nd shared some of 
the blessings," reports Mary 
Fiedler. 

• SAC RAMENTO, CA. Three per­
sons accepted Christ and a fou rth 
f~llowed the Lord in baptism a t 
First Slavic Evangelical Baptist 
Church. The Church has four ser­
vices each Sunday with well over 
1,000 in attendance. The 939 mem­
bers raised $100,000 as a down 
payn:ent to purchase the building 
of ~1llow Ra ncho Baptis t Church, 
wh1Ch 1s re locating. The Rev. 
Teod oro Karp iec serves as pas tor. 

• CA LGARY, AB. In the firs t two 
baptismal services of Country Hills 
Community C hurch, a church 
p la nting minis try, ten adults and 
four s tudents "went public'' with 
their recent decisions to fo llow 
Christ. The service was held at the 
home of one of the e lders, w ho 
owns a sw imming pool. 
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WITNESS . '~· 

After some fellowship and 
s ing-ing, those being baptized 
shared their testimonies. "It was 
refreshing to hear them d escribe 
the im-pact God is making on 
their lives," says Pastor Bryan 
Hochhalter. In a powerfu l dem on­
stra tion of celebra tion a nd com­
munity, the crowd clapped and 
cheered for all 14 people as they 
c.ame ~ut of the water, giving pub­
lic testimony of their faith in th e 
death, burial, and resurrection of 
Jesus Chris t. 

"The e~ening was marked by 
tears, smiles, and sincere joy a t the 
love of God ," repor ts H ochha lter. 

One of those baptized described 
how she refused to believe God 
exis ted following the death o f her 
fa ther, but how God continued to 
make Himself known to her, a nd 
how she d ecided to live for Him 
in spite of her g rief. Severa l 
s ha red abou t their u p brinaing in 

b 
. b 

a us1ve hom es, about living o n 
th~ ~treets, or abou t con tem p la ting 
su1c1de before being cha nged by 
the grace of God. O the rs recount­
e~ ~a l ~s of failed ma rriages, ma te­
nahst1c p riorities, a nd selfish 
agend as, w h ich have been a ltered 
by God, His Son, and His Word. 

• OTTAWA, ON. The Rev. Frank 
H ildebra ndt, church p lanter, wel­
comed seven new members into 
Harvest Baptist Church. More than 
40. new vis itors worsh ipped with 
this Chu rch this pas t s ummer. 

•ANAMOOSE, ND. The Rev. 
Rod Poppinga welcomed one new 
member into Ana moose Baptist 
Church. - Dnrlene Fmeh 

Grand Fork s ch urch es 
join in reviva l crusad e 

•GRAN D FORKS, ND. Grace 
Ba~tis t Church has a grea t oppor­
tu rnty to w in, train, and "se nd " 
ind ividuals to nea rly every pa rt of 
the world, s ince the Grand Forks 
Atr Force Base, the Uni vers ity of 
North Dakota, and people be ing 

tra nsferred in and out of G rand 
Forks because of employment a re 
touched throug h the m inis try of 
Grace Baptist C hurch. 

"We are intentiona lly begi nning 
to shape our ministries for just such 
a p u rpose. Before we do this, we 
must be righ t w ith Him a nd w ith 
each other," says Pas tor Phy! Putz. 
"As a result, our Church joined 
three othe r loca l churches for a 
revival crusade w ith the Su tera 
Tw ins, October 21 - November 9. 

" I've never seen any thin g like 
this," repor ts Putz . "Hund red s of 
people have gone to the p rayer 
room. The restorative power o f 
God has been a t work as marriages 
were saved , as people w ithin the 
church reconciled w ith on e a noth­
er, a nd re la tio nships w ith the Lord 
have been restored. O ne of the 
most powerful workings of the 
Lord came through the testimonies 
of people." 

"Sutera poin ted out tha t we 
concen tra te so much on the Word 
o f God that we neglect the Works 
a nd the Wonders of God . As we see 
the Word of God au then ticated by 
the Works of God , we see the 
Wonders," says Pu tz . 

Winnipeg church 
holds block party 

•WINN IPEG, M B. Missio n Bap­
tis t C hu rch held a neig hborhood 
bl ock pa rty o n its parking lo t in 
Aug us t. The Church provided a 
p u ppet s how, va rio us prizes, free 
hotdogs a nd drink, and a musica l 
band called the C hris tia n cowboys. 
Approxima te ly 200 neig hbors a nd 
fr ie nds a ttended a nd thoroug hly 
e njoyed them selves. 

"Ma ny contacts have been 
made th rough this e ffor t and are 
being fo llowed up," sa ys Anne 
Pohl. "Many attended Vacation 
Bible School the following week. 
We tha n k God for thi s o utreCtch." 

The Church is pas tored by 
Richard Grabke, Eberha rd I-Ices, 
and Sean Sagert. 

~IBLICAL IMPERATIVES IN ACTION 

Eureka church 
holds evangelistic meetings 

• EUREKA, SD. Evangelis tic 
m eetings were he ld at First Baptist 
C hurch w ith Jer ry Beltz, inte rna­
tiona l evangelis t, conducting the 
serv ices. During the devo tiona l 
par t o f the services, he pain ted a 

Answers to prayer result 
in commitments to Christ 

•CALGARY, AB. God a nswers 
prayer. O n June 10, a group of peo­
ple from Country Hills Conunw1ity 
joined together for an evening of 
p rayer s pecifically for the salva­
tion of unchurched people w ho 
had been a ttending the Church. 

"At our Sm1day service nine 
days la te r, te n people responded 
to God 's in vita tion a nd committed 
their lives to C hrist, " says Church 
P lanter Bryan H ochha lter. "A few 
months before, n on e of these peo­
p le were a ttendi ng a chu rch . Most 
had never been in volved w ith 
Chris tianity. Because of God's 
answer to prayer, their lives were 
cha nged." 

Severa l started a ttend ing Coun­
try Hills b ecause a believer started 
a s incere fr iend ship w ith them. 
Others ca me in response to a flyer 
sent thro u gh the m a il. O ne came 

picture w ith acrylic paints. By the 
use of colored lig hts and black 
lig ht, the pictures changed from 
d ay to night. 

Beltz' inspiring messages were 
helpful in leading souls to Christ 
and red edications. Perry Schnabel 
is pastor. - Irene H. Kus/er 

because God sent her. In a Sunday 
morning service, in response to the 
in vitation of Church Planter Doug 
Snyd er, ten came to the front to re­
ceive Christ. "God answers prayers. 
Thank you to all w ho are suppor t­
ing the ministry of church planting 
with your prayers," says Hodt.halter. 

Alpena church 
celebrates agape meal 

• ALPENA, MI. The congregation 
of Word of Life Baptist Church 
gathered around tables in the 
Fello'wship Ha ll to par ticipate in a 
Communion Service. The meal 
consisted of Bible-time foods, such 
as dates, grapes, olives, and breads. 
The people at each table d iscussed 
"What each of us appreciates about 
our church." A video p resentation 
by Twyla Paris led the group in 
worship. Following this, the Lord 's 
Supper, led by Pastor Fred Sweet, 
was observed. -Hele11 E/i111n11 

CARE 

Calgary church 
holds family camp 

•CALGARY, AB. Tem p le Ba ptist 
C h urch he ld its annua l Family 
Camp a t Camp Caroline us ing the 
film se ries, 'T urn Your Heart 
Toward Ho m e," a Ja m es Dobson 
p roduction . 

The women of the Ch urch held 
a spruce tea w ith Natalie Mac­
Donald as s peaker on hair a nd 
bea u ty tips . It was viewed as a n 
ou treach evening. - lrc11c Wir:::.bn 

Kitchener church ministers 
to community children 

•KITCH ENER, ON. Playgroup, a 
one and one half-year-old minis try 
of Eastwood Baptist Church, is a 
minis try to parents and their pre­
school children in the commu nity 
arou nd the Chu rch. Implemented 
by the pastor's wife, Debbie Ris t, 
the minis try provides a safe place 
to p lay, make friends, and share 
the Gospel. "Th is program is a n 
opportun ity to reach parents and 
children w ho hesitate to come to 

church on Sunday," says Angie 
Baumgaertner. 

The group m eets once a week in 
the Church basement. A group of 
four women runs the weekly 
event. "At times, we have hosted 
50 adults and children," says 
Baumgaerh1er. Emmanuel Bible 
College students help with the 
child ren by entertaining them with 
games, puppet shows, and crafts 
to free u p the paren ts for a sh ort 
Bible study. 

"This is an excellen t progra m to 
let the community know that we, 
as a Church, care a nd love our 
neighborhood," says Bawngaerh1er. 

Waco Church celebrates 
Triennial Conference 

• WACO, TX. Central Bap tist 
Church had a Triennia l Dinner 
and Report Session, Au gus t 
28. Anyone w ho had purchased 
Triennia l Conference cookbooks 
picked out one or more recipes 
and brou gh t the cooked d ishes to 
the meeting. 

"After the dinner, we heard 
reports an d saw pictures a nd liter­
atu re from the Trien nial Confer­
ence meetin gs. We had a wonder­
ful time of fellowship and con­
cluded that we had all enjoyed the 
Triennial Conference very m uch," 
reports Gay Luning. 

DISCIPLING 

Lodi C hurch plans how to 
imple m ent the ir miss ion 

• LODI, CA. "Going into our com­
munity, h.1rning non-believers into 
believers in Cluist, then making 
fu lly committed follovvers of 
Christ." The staff and leadership of 
Temple Baptist Church is planning 
effective ways to implement this 
Church's mjssion statement and 
involve each member in the process. 

The group is seeking to find the 
most effective w ays to p eneh·ate 
the C hurch's commu nity, co ntact­
ing people and presenting the 
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MAKING DISCIPLES 

Good News of the Gospel. How 
can we encourage them to consid­
er the claims of Christ and the 
value of spiritual g rowth for them 
and their families? How do we 
improve our discipleship ministry 
and utilize the facilities God has 
blessed us with to teach the truth 
of God's Word? How do we best 
invest resources into promotional 
and outreach m a terials to impact 

our neighbors for C hris t? W hat 
sp ecia l events should we continue 
to provid e during the year to g ive 
us the opporhmity to invite friend s, 
neig hbors, and co-workers? 

"The foundation for a ll of this 
comes back to prayer," says Pas tor 
Lee Ha mby. "We must pray tha t 
God w ill g ive u s a heart to reach 
the unbelievers in Lodi." 

GROW 

A lberta women meet 
at Lake Louise 

• LAKE LOUISE, AB. Margaret 
Jensen, s toryteller and a uthor, 
spoke to the 430 women attending 
the 38th Annual Alberta Baptis t 
Women's Retreat at the Chateau in 
May. Jensen said tha t w hen d eal­
ing w ith hur ts, we must go back 
to the fork in the road, where it all 
began, and there God's forgive­
ness is found. Chris tian life is a 
battle in w hich we mus t put on 
the whole armour of God. The 
theme for the weekend was "God 
ls Able . . . But If Not." 

Malcolm and Cindy Be ll pre­
sen ted a specia l mus ical package 
on the vibraharp w ith slides and 
Scripture. 

As sh e shared abou t church 
p lan ting in Brazi l, Missiona ry 
Jerilyn Bayer told how God pro­
tected her a nd her family through 
many difficul t experiences there . 

W hen Sata n 's power seem ed so 
s tro ng, God won the victory. 
Na ta lie closed the re treat w ith the 
cha lle nge: "What are we d oing in 
our wom en 's ministry to make it a 
safe place for women?"- Edith Kerber 

CORE groups 
exceed goal for 1994 

•MAPLE GROVE, MN. The growth 
of the CORE (sma ll) groups a t Elm 
Creek Corrunw1ity Church, a church 
planting project, exceed ed the 
Church 's goals in 1994 by bringing 
the Church to a possible to ta l o f 
seven g roups by November. 

More tha n 90 percent of those 
attending this Church are involved 
in som e a rea of minis try. The Min­
nesota-LaCrosse Associa tion grant­
ed this Church $100,000 toward 
the purchase of land / build ings. 
The Church is seeking d irection in 
this. The Rev. Leigh Ha rrison is 
church pla nter. 

SERVE 

Missions presenta tion 
heard at Chancellor church 

• CH ANCELLO R, SD. During 
thei r visit to First Baptis t Ch urch, 
M issionaries Jon and Eliza beth 
Du ba related blessings a nd needs 
they experienced in the Philippines. 

Associa te Directo r of Missions, 
the Rev. Fred Folkerts, presented 
an upda te of N .A.B. Con ference 
missions a nd "reminded us of the 
p rivilege of sharing the Gospel of 
Christ throughout the world ," says 
Ray DeNeui. 
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Lodi youth serve in Mexico 

• LO DI, CA. O n October 8 through 
15, 21 youth and ten ad u lt spo n­
sors tra velled to Ra ncho Agua 
Viva, a cam p near Encinada, Mexico, 
to conduct a minis try outreach. 

Several dimens io ns to the ir 
work included a teaching minis try 
with children in the a rea as they 
conducted a week lo ng Vacation 
Bible School. They pu t a roof on 
the Pas to r's house a nd d id o the r 
odd jobs a round the camp. 

Dis tributing clothing, which they 
had brought along, to needy fam i­
lies was also part of the m inistry. 
The youth provided a mi ni-clin ic 
with Dr. Bob Howen. 

Salomons serves in Zaire 

• ROCKY MOUNTAIN HOUSE, 
AB. M ichael J. Salomons began a 
three-year Mennonite Centra l 
Committee assignment in Kehemba, 
Zaire, serving as a community and 
agricultural development worker. 
H e is a m embe r of Central Baptis t 
Church in Edm onton. 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Iowa women 
celebrate 50 years 

• LANSING, IA. The Iowa Asso­
ciation of the Wom en's Missiona ry 
Fellowship celebra ted its 50-year 
anniversary a t the Iowa Associ­
ation m eetings at Village Creek 
Bible Camp, August 26-28. A ll o f 
the wom en received a "Reflections 
of the Last 50 Years," w hich is a 
condensed version of the min u tes 
of those years. 

"It was exciting to see how the 
Lord worked in the last 50 years. 
We are looking forward to the next 
50 a nd for w ha t the Lord has in 
s tore," says Lind a Berg man, secre­
tary I treasurer. 

Becky Dewey, guest speaker, 
spoke on "Re m embra nces," us ing 
Psalm 111and112. She rem inded 
the wom en of the faithfulness of 
God a nd that He keeps working 
w ith His p eople. 

Wedding Anniversary 

The Rev. and 
Mrs . David 
Littke of 
Flo rida cele­
b rated their 
65th wedd ing 
anniversa ry on 

Sep t. 16, 1994. They served church­
es for m a ny yea rs in the N.A.B . 
Confe re nce. -Delma Belflower 

•ANDERSON, )ALMER (79), Brockway, MT; Delores (Bill) 
Gackle, NO; born Feb. 2, 1915, Westrum, Fromberg, MT; and 
southwest of Gackle to Victor Pearl Kucera, Federal Way, 
and Ida (Rauhala) Anderson; WA; seven grandchildren; 
died Aug. 29, 1994, in James- seven great-grandchildren; 
town, ND; married Elizabeth preceded in death by his par-
(Betty) Schlichenmayer, Sept. ents; a son, Elmer; one daugh-
5, 1948, in Jamestown; served ter, Evangeline; six sisters; one 
at Northern Gospel Mission, brother; one half-brother; and 
Angora, MN, and James Val- one half-sister; Pastors Randy 
ley Christian School , Huron, Jaspers and Jim Dick, officiat-
SD; head resident, Jamestown ing, funeral service. 
College; Stmday school tead1er, • DEBOER, LEONARD (91), 
church officer, Grace Baptist Milbank, SD; born Sept. 17, 
Church, Gackle; member, 1902, in Little Rock, IA; died 
Gideons International; mem- July 30, 1994; married Jean-
ber, Temple Baptist Church, ette Poppen, Sept. 25, 1926; 
Jamestown, NO; survived by member, Valley Baptist 
his wife; four sons: William Church, Milbank, SD; sur-
(Carol), Shenandoah, IA, vived by two sons: David 
Jonathan (Shelly), Gackle, (Marlene) DeBoer, Milbank, 
ND, James, Jamestown, and SD, and Paul (Sherry) DeBoer, 
Carl ton (Jill), Waterloo, IA; Corona, SD; three daughters: 
four daughters: Sheila (Rory) Evelyn (Maynard) Hoekman, 
Metz, Alfred, ND, Jean (Bob) Corona, SD; Lorraine (Ber-
Titlback, Pra irie du Chien, nard) Fritzke, Beaverton, OR, 
WI, Josephine (John) Quay, and Ruby (Dale) Rott, St. 
Langhorne, PA, and Carleen Paul, MN; 14 grandchildren; 
Oswald, Lynnwood, WA; 16 and 10 great-grandchildren; 
grandchildren; one sister, Pastor Danny VanGerpen, 
Hilda Wuotinen; preceded in officiating, funeral service. 
death by parents, three bro-

• HALT, BERTHA (95), born thers, and two sisters; the 
Reverends Randy Jaspers Jan . 17, 1899, to Karl and 
and Bill Anderson, officiating, Emilia Fritzke in Volhynian, 

funera l service. Russia; died Aug. 14, 1994; 

• BRENN ElSE, EMANUEL 
immigrated in 1903 with his 
fami ly to Yorkton, SK, area in 

(94), Jamestown, ND; born Canada; member, Fenwood 
Nov. 24, 1899, to Philip and Baptist Church, SK; married 
Marie (Frank) Brenneise in Karl Hait, Dec. 10, 1918; 
South Russia; died July 27, fa rmed near Ebenezer, SK; 
1994; married Christine Fink- moved to Kelowna, BC, 1936; 
beiner, Dec. 3, 1920, at Streeter, member, Ladies Missionary 
ND; she predeceased him in Society, Ladies Choir, Grace 
1970; member, hi.1stee, First Baptist Church, Kelowna; pre-
Baptist Church, Sh·eeter, ND, deceased by husband, Karl, 
and later Temple Baptist in 1984; seven brothers, and 
Church, Jamestown, ND; mar- four sisters; survived by one 
ried Caroline (Finkbeiner) sister, Mrs. Martha Schmu-
Chambers of Circle, MT, land, Windsor, ON; the Rev-
September 1970; she prede- erends Siegfried Hoppe and 
ceased him in 1994; survived Ervin Strauss, officiating, 
by two daughters: Leona funera l service. 
Meisch, Jamestown, ND, and 
Jean (Eugene) Solt, Ft. Myers, • KNOWLES, FRANK (85), 
FL; one stepson, George Cleveland, OH; born Feb. 21, 
(Barbara) Chambers, Omaha, 1909, in Birmingham, 
NE; three step-daughters: England; died July 17, 1994; 
Vonn ie (Bob) Guldborg, immigrated with his family to 

Victoria, BC, in 1911 and to MB; two sons: Norman, 
Cleveland, OH, in 1914; mem- Winnipeg, MB, and Arthur, 
ber, Sw1day school superin- Redwood City, CA; 20 grand-
tendent, deacon, trustee, children; 15 great-grandchil-
teacher, and choir member, d ren; sister, Myrtle Funnell; 
Hillcrest Baptist Church, brother, Milton Hein; the 
Cleveland; Church Extension Reverends Arthur Patzia and 
chair, Penn-Ohio Association; Helmut Poschwatta, officiat-
survived by wife of 58 years, ing, fu nera l service. 
Lillian; son, William; and 

• STABBERT, HERBERT H. daughter, Maureen Schoch; 
(90), Laguna Niguel, CA; born the Rev. William McLatchie, 
Sept. 19, 1903, to Otto and 

officia ting, funeral service. 
Mary Stabbert in Fargo, ND; 

• LUTKEN, HARRIET (78), died July 15, 1994; married 
Steamboat Rock, IA; died Adele Schroeder, Aug. 29, 
May 4, 1994, Waterloo, TA; 1931, in Anaheim, CA; long-
born west of Steamboat time active member, Sunday 
Rock, IA, Feb. 20, 1916, to school teacher; Deacon Board 
Tom J. and Hattie Green d1air, Bethel Baptist Church, 
Eilers; attended Moody Bible Anaheim, CA; moderator, 
Institute, married Harry C. Southern California 
Luiken, Feb. 14, 1938; Sw1day Association; chair, Church 
school teacher, pianist, organ- Planting Committee; member, 
ist, member of Dorcas Board ofTrustees, N.A.B. 
Society, youth sponsor, First Seminary; member, N.A.B. 
Baptist Church, Steamboat Conference Finance 
Rock; survived by husband, Committee; predeceased by 
Harry, Steamboat Rock, IA; his wife, Adele, in 1986; sur-
two daughters: Patricia, vived by Joan (Roger) 
Santa Fe, New Mexico; Dermody, Capistrano Beach, 
Beverly (Brian) Shevkenek, CA, and Donna Stevens, San 
Calgary, AB; one son, George Clemente, CA; one sister, 
(Sheila), Coronado, CA; one Ella Butler; six grandchil-
brother: George (Tessie) dren; five great-grandchil-
Eilers, San Diego, CA; t11ree dren; the Reverends Thomas 
grandsons; two sisters-in- Jones and Connie Salios, offi-
law: Deane Luiken and ciating, funera l service. 
Wilma Luiken, Steamboat 
Rock; preceded in death by 

• TIMM, HELMUT ARTHUR 

her parents, one brother, 
(71), Winnipeg, MB; born 

Robert; the Rev. Mike Lerud, Sept. 3, 1922, in Gumbinnen, 

officiating, funeral service. 
Ostpreussen; died May 27, 
1994; immigrated to Canada, 

• PATZIA, ELSIE (nee Hein) 1957; married Elsie Edel, Oct. 
(86), Winnipeg, MB; born, 23, 1959; faithful member, 
Millet, AB, 1908; died July Mc-Dermot Ave. Baptist 
27, 1994; member, First Church; predeceased by his 
Baptist Church, Leduc, AB; parents, Ewald and 
married William Patzia, 1934; Margarette, and sister, 
moved to Winnipeg, 1944; Elsbeth; su1Tivors include his 
active member, White Cross wife, Elsie; two daughters: 
'"'Ork, McDermot Ave. Barbara (Marc) Sardachuk, 
Baptist Church, Winnipeg; Calgary, AB, and Marlene 
survivors include her hus- (Kelly) eufeld, Edmonton, 
band, William; daughters: AB; three grandchildren; in-
Elizabeth Friesen, White lm·vs: Albert and Julia Edel, 
Rock, BC; Gerda Streuber, Morris, MB; brother: Gerhard 
Winnipeg, MB; Geraldine (Irma) Timm, Kelowna, BC; 
Klatt, Peterborough, ON; the Rev. Wer-mer Dietrich, 
Joanne Neumann, Morris, officiating, funeral service. 
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1Seminary Dedfrat~~·i,rorshin 
Photos and text 
by Linda Outka 

North American Baptist Seminary in Sioux 
Falls, SD, dedicated its new Worsh ip and 
Lead ership Centre September 7-10. This faci l­
ity was made possible by the "Foundations 

for the Future" campaign. (1) 

Dedication events began w ith a ribbon cut­

ting on Wednesday, September 7. Building 
committee members (I. to r.) were Vice 
President Gordon H arris, Vice President Betty 
Poppens, Presid ent Charles Hiatt, Professor 
Ted Faszer, Professor Denise Muir Kjesbo, 
and Vice Presi-dent Ben 
Engbrech t. (2) 

President C harles Hia tt 
welcomed those w ho ca me 
to dedicate the Worship 
and Leadership Centre for 
the glory of God and the 
preparation of ministers . (3) 

International Campaign 
Chair, Dr. Pe ter Fehr, re­
ported that 630 donors 

gave/pledged $2.4 millio n to 
enhance leadership training. (4) 

Nearly 70 volunteers were a part of 
the campaign team that relayed the 
Seminary s tory 
to the d o nors. 
Those w ho 
a ttended the 
recognition 
gala a re pic­
tured. (5) 

The N.A.B. 
Seminary pre­
sidents o f the 
past 35 years 
celebrated 
this event: Dr. 
Frank Veninga 
0 . to r. ), Dr. 
C harles Hiatt, 
a nd Dr. David 
Draewell. (6) 

2H BAPTIST H ERALD 

Dr. David Draewell 
delivered a message 
on obeying Chris t' s 
command to love as 
the basis for minis try 
at the ded ica tion ser­
vice Saturday, 
September 10. (7) 

M inis teria l Changes 

• The Rev. Kenneth L. D amon to pas­
tor, Shroyer Road Baptist Church, 
Dayton, OH, effective November 1994. 

• The Rev. How ard Anderson from 
pastor, North Carrollton Baptist Church, 
Carrollton, TX, effective October 15. 

• The Rev. Milton Zeeb to interim pas­
tor, North Carrollton Baptist Church, 
Ca rrollto n, TX, effective October. 

•The Rev. David G lass to pastor of 
Christian education and outreach, First 
Baptist Chu rch, Lodi, CA. 

• Mr. G len Barnes to youth pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Lodi, CA. 

• Mr. Brian H ook to pastor of student 
ministries, Grace Commu nity Church, 
Detroit, Ml. 

• Dr. Hartmut Sunderwald to pastor, 
Immanuel Baptist Church, St. Catha­
rines, ON, effective September 1994. 

• Th e Rev. Ken O rban to pastor, 
Ba lgonie Baptist Church, Balgonie, SK. 

• Mr. Steve Dunkel from pastor, 
Central Baptist Chu rch, George, IA, 
effective October 1994. 

•Mr. Jason Esposito to youth director, 
Grace Baptist Church, Racine, WI. 

• The Rev. Rick Wilson to pastor, Com­
munity Baptist Church, Beavercreek, OH. 

•Mr. Wally Fus to director of visita­
tion outreach and discipleship, Grace 
Baptist Church, Calga ry, AB. 

• Mr. Michael Mowry to pastor of 
youth, Bloomfield Hi lls Baptist Church, 
Bloomfi eld Hills, Ml. 

• Mr. J. Scott Gardner to youth d irector, 
Sunkist Baptist Church, Am1heim, CA. 

• The Rev. Anthony J. Salazar from 
pastor, First Baptist Church, Avon, SD, 
to accept a full-time position with 
Dakota Wesleyan University of Mitchell, 
SD, as the Cou nselor for Minori ty 
Students effective October 1994. 

• M iss Jack ie Aebi from di rector of 
children's ministries, Redeemer Baptist 
Church, Warren, Ml, to development 
ministries, Trinity Baptist, Sioux Falls, SD. 

• Mr. Jeff Mills to d irector of you th 
ministries, First Baptist Church, 
Chancellor, SD. Jeff is a student at 
N.A .B. Seminary.- Rny DcNt:11i 

•Dr. Ron Mahood to pastor, Willow 
Rancho Baptist Church, Sacramento, 
CA, on September 1. 

• Mr. Randy Ames to music minister, 
Sunkist Baptist Church, Anaheim, CA, 
effective September 1. 

• The Rev. David Wesner from Vaca 
Valley Baptist Church, Vacavi lle, CA, to 
First Baptist Church, Ell inwood, KS, 
effective end of October. 

Installations 

• The Rev. Harald Gruber was 
installed as pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Chancellor, SD, August 28. The Rev. 
Harry Haas, area minister, presided a t 
the installation service. 

• First Baptist Church installed the Rev. 
Douglas Sathren as pastor on Septem­
ber 25. The Rev. Bruce Rulapaugh, a rea 
minister, delivered the message. "We 
praise God for answering our prayers in 
bringing pastor Doug, his wife Arlyce, 
and son Justin to our church and com­
munity," reports Retha Menke. 

Farewell 

• On June 26, the congregations of First 
Baptist in Minitonas, MB, and Temple 
Baptist in Swan River, MB, joined to­
gether to bid farewell to the Rev. and 
Mrs. Jake Leverette. The outdoor service, 
led by Pastor Myron Henschel, included 
special numbers and testimonials. 

Leverette has served as Manitoba Area 
Minister for the past several years. He 
<1nd his wife Peggy now live in Regina, 
SK, where he pastors Calvary Baptist 
Church and serves as Saskatchewan 
Arca Minister. 

Myron Henschel is pastor of First 
Baptist and Neal Effa of Temple Baptist. 
-Mm1icn Muller 

Ordinations 

•The Rev. La Rue Jundt was ordained 
Aug. 26, 1994, by Hillcrest Baptist 
Church, Sioux Falls, SD. Jundt is the 
Protestant Chaplain at McKennan 
Hospital in Sioux Falls, SD. He is a 1994 
graduate of N.A .B. Seminary. 

WHAT'S HAPPENING 

Tl 
ervice included musical selec-
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w11 \ I'l l/ s· N N d. 

d
.d te, 1ster orma orton, irec-

can 1 a . 
f 

ctoral care, McKennan Hospital . 
tor o pa" 
• M oiive Bootsma was ordained into 

1 
d· el Ministry, June 12, 1994, by 

~e 0~fil Baptist Church, Port Coquit-
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Churcll closing 
• C iirl Baptist Church of Penticton, 
BC allv ed on Sept. 30, 1994. "We thank 
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K . ppointe d BC Area Minister 
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Minister effective 
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appointment was 
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A Heart That Cares 
(Continued from page 5) 
it is going to be a lifetime process 

of serving God .. . of trying to deal 
with the brokenness. 

But God has said to us in Christ 
the power has come. Christ set in 
motion all of the power of God that 
will help bring in the kingdom, and 
it's on its way. It cannot be stopped. 
Every word we speak, every deed we 
do in the name of Christ, is not a 
word or deed that is in vain. It ma t­
ters, because in ways tha t often we 
canno t see, it is bringing in the 
kingdom . 

All we have is the power of God 
to depend upon. But Jesus is trying 
to say to these d isciples and to us, 
"It's here. Depend upon it. Trust it. 
Open yourself up to it. See what 
happens." 

Norma n Vincent Pea le told of a 
visit to a concen tration camp in 
Belgium. The guid e described the 
things that wen t on there. Pea le 

said , "I don 't know how they could 
stand it." 

The guide replied, "They had a 
secret. " He took Peale to a d istant 
corner in one of the barracks, w here 
he saw some benches and a little 
s tone wall. 

The guide said, "Get down o n 
your knees, reach under the bench, 
and rub your hand against tha t 
stone wall. Wha t do you feel"? 
Peale did what he was asked and 
said , "I feel a carving." The g uid e 
said, "It is a carving of the face of 
our Lo rd and Savior Jesus Chris t." 

This was their secret. People came, 
bent d own, and rubbed their hands 
over that face .. . especially the night 
before many of them thoug h t the 
next d ay would be their day to face 
death. This way they could remem­
ber that they were not alone ... tha t 
the power of God was w ith them. 

I hope we will find our secret 
place ... where we can bend down 
and run our hands over the face of 
Chris t ... and remember in a ll tha t 

We Get Back to the Basics 

Wh ile remamm g o n the cutting edge o f theologica l 
e ducation, North American Baptist Semina r y brings 
students back to the basics . Th e Word of God is a t the h ea rt 
o f minis try trairil.ng at N .A.B.S. a n d th e Sem in a ry u p h o lds 
the N .A.B. Confe rence S ta tem ent o f Fa ith . 

:t NORTH AMERICAN 
BAPTIST SEMINARY 

1525 S. Grange Ave. 
Sioux Falls, SD 57105 

605 /336-6588 
Preparing p ersons for ministry since 1858. 
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we try to do we are not a lo ne. The 
power of God is w ith us. If we 
remen1ber that w hen we go o u t into 
the darkness, we w ill ta ke light, and 
tha t lig h t w ill never be p u t out. 

Where Do We Go from 
Here? 

Where do we go from here? We 
leave the p lace-or places-where 
we ha ve affirmed that Chris t is 
Savior a nd Lord and go out to face 
the frustra tion tha t is in this world. 
As we depend upon the power of 
God, healing is on its way. 

When I was a teenager, ou r 
church in Virg inia heard about an 
African-America n fa mily w ho had 
struggles and trouble. We wanted to 
do someth ing to breech the racia l 
barrier that was there in those days. 
We gathered g ifts, food , and clothes 
to help them th roug h this d ifficult 
time. As a teenager, I helped to 
carry the s tuff into the house. 

In the ho me was a fo ur or fi ve­
year-old boy w ho was confused by 
these strangers com ing into his 
ho me. H e as ked his mother, "Who 
are these people"? She sa id, "They 
are Baptists from the church over 
here, and they have come to help 
us." "Why?" the boy asked . Afte r a 
moment, she said, "Beca use they 
love us, tha t's why." That little boy 
came to me, looked up a t me o u t of 
those big bright eyes, and sa id, 
"Mis ter, do you love m e?" 

How would you a nswer tha t? 
They are still there: The lo nely, the 
opp ressed , the sick, the sinfu l, the 
d ifferent, the hard. They are looking 
a t us in our churches, and they a re 
asking, "N.A. B.e r, do you love me"? 
And because we d epend upon the 
power of God, we wi ll go to them 
and say in God's name, "Yes! Yes! " 

They a nd the world w ill discover 
what they need to know ... tha t 
those people w ho love Jesus rea lly 
do ... rea lly d o ... have a hen rt that 
cares. D 

Dr. Hugh Lifc/1field is Professor of 
Ho111iletics at North A111ericn 11 Bnptist 
Se111i11ary, Sioux Falls, SD. 

BUILDING CHURCHES INTO THE 21 ST CENTURY 

A Church's Expansion Plan 

I n 1992, Pa rma H eights Baptist 
Church, Parma Heigh ts, OH, 
dared to put a d ream in action. 

They developed a p lan for expa n­
sion includ ing a Family Life Cen ter 
and classroom facil ity. With the help 
of a loan from Church Extension 
Investors Fund, they moved ahead 
w ith construction . 

In the 1994 Ja nuary/February 
issue of the Baptist Herald, CEIF 
featured Pa rma Heights' p la nning 
s trategy. 

by Melissa Krispense 

1994 brought the in itial results of 
that stra tegy. Augu st 17, 1994, was 
final building inspection day for the 
Church's 14,196 sq. ft. Family Life 
Center w ith classrooms, ki tchen, 
gymnasium, and mezzanine. Parma 
Heights Christian Academy, grad es 
K - 8, began classes in the new facil­
ity August 30. October 23 marked 
the s pecia l ded ication of the facility. 

Front view of the Family Life Center 

CEIF is glad to share in the p ic­
tu res the results of the vision and 
stra tegy God gave Parma Heig hts. 

To the faith fu l CEIF investors w ho 
helped make this possible, CEIF 
and Parma Heights say, "When I 
p ray for you, my hea rt is fu ll o f joy, 
be-cause o f all your wonderful help 
in making known the Good News 
about Christ ... " (Philippians 1 :4) 
The eternal results a re yet to be 
known. D 

Pa rma Heights Christian Academy classroom 

Back view of the Fa mily Life Cen ter 

An investment with 
Church Extension Investors 

Fund (CEIF) is more than 
one-dimensional 

• CEIF gives you something 
other investments don't-an 

opportunity to serve the Lord . 
• Pays you a competitive rate 

of interest 
• Uses your money to make low 

interest construction loans to 
N.A.B. churches throughout North 
America- loans tha t sp ur growth 

• Enables N.A.B. churches 
to have v isible and dynamic 
outreach into a community 

CEIF provides a safe, solid place 
for your investment dollars. For as 
little as $100, you can get a current 

market rate and know you are 
helping build churches. 

For FREE, helpful infonnation on 
how to make a sound investment 

decision, write or call 
TOLL FREE 1 (800) 543-CEIF 

Church Extension Investors Fund 
1 So. 21 0 Summit Ave. 

Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181-3994 
Phone: (800) 543-CEIF 

Fax: (708) 495-3301 
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Pre- Dee- ez;­
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"For God and Truth" 

This hos been the motto of the College since it 
was established in 1939. Regardless of your 
career plans, on educational experience ot North 
American Baptist College will lay the foundation 
for a life-time by preparing you spiritually and 
ocodemicolly for your future. Take courses in 
biblical and theological studies, English, history, 
philosophy, economics, sociology, psychology, 
and the fine arts - al l designed to help you 
relate your Christion faith to every oreo of your 
life. Study at NABC for the pursuit of knowledge 
and o growing spiritual life, for the integration of 
faith with learning, and for the establishment of 
life-long friendships. Make NABC YOUR place -
for God and truth. 

PROGRAMS OF STUDY: 
• Bachelor of Religion 
• Associate of Arts in Religion -

Two year university transfer in Arts, 
Elementary Education, and Music 

• Diploma in Music 
• Certificate in Biblical Studies 

for information on programs and admissions, 
coll tolHree in Canada and the United Stoles: 

1·800-567 ·4988 
11523 · 23 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberto T6J 4T3 

Telephone (403) 437-1960 Fox (403) 436·9416 


