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Our Passion for 
Reaching 

a Lost World 

D r. Harold H unter, speaking 
to my graduating semi­

nary class in 1986, issued a 
challenge that in starting new 
churches or bringing growth to 
existing chu rches that the key he 
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by Dennis Dearmin 

had found in his experi­
ence was to identify the 
needs of the people you 
were trying to reach, 
meet that need, and 
then share the love and 
provision of Jesus Christ 
with them. 

It seemed so s imp le 
to me. No fancy pro­
grams, no limiting buzz 
words, just identify the 

need, meet it, and use 
that to bridge the gap to share the 
message of sa lvation through Jesus 
Christ- the One True Need s Meeter 
with them. 

l remember reading that in a 
book on chu rch grow th by ja111es 

and in another book, The Acts, writ­
ten by Pau l. I was sure it was rela ­
tive to a quote I had read from 
Jesus Christ in Matthew. I decided 
that this would be my methodolo­
gy for reaching people for Chris t if 
I were ever put in such a positi on. 

Less than one year later, my 
Lord called me from an extensive 
career in law enforcement into fu ll ­
time vocational Christian ministry . 
A sim~ le telephone call to my 

fn end Wayne Bibelheimer, 
associate pastor, Q uail Lakes 
Baptist Church, resulted in my 
becoming a church planter in 
Tracy, California. 

The marching o rders: Build 
a church with a desire to bring 
light in to a darkened world to 
find the lost and set them f;ee 
with the person of Jesus 
C hris t, and to build them up 
for the purposes of them going 
out a ~d doing the same thing. 

With this in mind , it wasn' t 
too hard to set our desires in 

the form of w hat some now call a 
mission s tatement, "Meeting the 
Needs of the Community th roug h 
the Truth of God's Word ." 

Having been a police officer fo r 
more than 17 years made it rather 
simple for me to unders tand how 

dark the world was. It helped as 
well to understand the significant 
needs of the people. I saw that the 
on ly true remedy that met any of 
man's needs was a personal rela­
tionship with Jesus Christ. 

The battle plans were identified: 
identify the physical need , meet 
that need, bridge the gap, love 
them, share with them, and stay 
with them. It wasn't flashy, yet it 
was very costly because it meant 
going into a sin-soaked world a nd 
bringing the lost out. 

Need: Develop an 
Expositional Preaching 
Ministry 

In developing the vision God 
had given me to reach and rear a 
lost people, I realized the first need 
was to d evelop a preaching min­
istry that would expositionally 
exhort the truth of the Word of 
God. I had seen that one of the 
problems of the church was that the 
exhortation from its pulpit had 
begun to mask the message of God 
to such an extent that it bega n to 
become difficult to discern whether 
you were listening to a top ten sem­
inar on health, wealth, success, 
love, or anger, or a message from 
the Word of God . 

I knew from d ealing with 
humanity from its pit, that though 
people didn' t like the boldness of 
the message of truth from God's 
Word , that it was that tru th that 
could only bring cha nge. I knew 
that Paul had instructed both 
Timothy and Titus of the impor­
tance of preaching sound doctrine 
and not that which entertained or 
tickled the ea rs. 

Pau l pointed out in I Corinthians 
1:21-25 that the wisdom which 
came from man was spiritually 
ineffective. I realized tha t all of the 
human philosophies fa iled to pro­
vide one single shred of remedy for 
sin. Though I knew not w hy, I rea l­
ized that God had chosen the 
preaching of His Word as the pri­
mary means of seeing people saved. 

It became apparent that of the 
utmost importance in reaching and 
rearing those we came in contact 
with was a strong, Biblical, exposi­
tory preaching minis try. From this 
ministry, many persons were 
drawn by God to examine the 
claims of Christ and commit their 
lives to Him. 

Need: Reach the 
Youth of the Community 

The second need I realized was 
that of reaching the youth of our 
community. If statistics hold any 
value, I knew that anywhere from 
70 to 80 percent of the d ecisions 
made for Jesus Christ were made 
before their 18th birthday. There­
fore, we needed to have a passion 
to reach the larges t group of those 
respond ing-the youth. 

Within the first six months of our 
ministry and through some abso­
lutely miraculous events, we hired 
Ron Bylaw as our youth pastor. His 
responsibilities are to solely reach 
out to los t youth, to nurture those 
youth, equip them for ministry, and 
implement these youth into min­
istry. 

Through that ministry, more 
than 250 youth from sixth grade 
through college age have received 
Jesus Christ as their personal 
Savior. Many were brough t, taught, 
and led in their commitment by one 
of the youth in the ministry. 

Need: Deal with 
Dependencies 

Thirdly, l realized that if we 
were going to reach the adult popu­
lation of a community we would 
have to be poised and prepared to 
d eal with dependencies. Meet this 
need of helping some understand, 
others overcome, and all of them 
encouraged to be d ependable, not 
d ependent, and we would have 
opened a massive door to sha ring 
God 's plan of salvation. 

One of the very first adults to 
receive Christ at Valley was a man 

w ho came out of such imprison­
ment. After a time of res toration 
and mentoring, he began a ministry 
patterned after one begun at Sun­
rise Baptist Church in Fair Oaks, 
California, by the acronym ADAM 
-Alcohol and Drug Abuse 
Ministry. 

Out of this ministry have come 
more than 100 persons who have 
made first-time commitments. 
Without exaggeration, approxi­
mately 25 percent of the core mem­
bership has come to Christ or in 
recommitment to worship at Valley 
either directly or indirectly through 
this ministry. 

We then expanded this ministry 
to reach the youth w ho had been 
forgotten, imprisoned, or impover­
ished. The MOSTLY, Ministry of 
Saving the Los t Youth, ministry 
began. Through this outreach, 
w hose primary force is into the 
juvenile detention centers, we con­
tinue to see an average of about five 
first-time decisions for Christ a 
month, w ith more than 100 deci­
sions having been mad e since we 
began. 

N eed: Experiences 
through Missions Project 

Though evangelism begins at 
home, it must not end there . 
Through our youth ministry, we 
teamed up w ith Quail Lakes Baptist 
Church in Stockton for a hands-on­
mission project into Mexico. Since 
tha t time, Pat, one of the dedicated 
men in our Church, has directed 
our missions ministries and orches­
trated trips that have involved 
more tha n 20 p ercent of our regu lar 
attendees and seen well over 100 
persons ma ke first-tiITte decisions 
through the Bible schools, JESUS 
film, and other outreaches. 

Through this m inistry, Rich and 
Laurie, a young coup le w ho 
received Chris t here at Valley, 
mad e a full-time commih11ent to 
missions.They plan to begin serving 
in Mexico in spring 1996. Va lley 
w ill be the send ina aaencv. n o . 
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We've implored our people to 
bridge the gap to a lost and dying 
world. We've given permission to 
succeed and fail. Our people are 
partners in the ministry of the 
Church to reach the lost, restore the 
failed and fatigued, and to build up 
the body to regenerate the Christian 
faith to the next generation. 

This personal involvement 
caught on with "partners in min­
istry" beginning ministries that 
meet the special needs of reaching 
and rearing the women of the 
church and communi ty, the men, 
and the boys and girls as well as 
adults who don't believe but want 
to examine the Bible. 

We have licensed Becky, one of 
o~r women, to a ministry as a hos­
pital chaplain. We have vision to 
start a live-in minis try to Youth 
without Hope, a placement center 
for educational, vocational, and 
Biblical training, where we ca n give 
those youth reached in our MOST­
LY ministry a real opportunity to 
see t~1eir lives cha nged by building 
a solid founda tion. 

. We are soliciting resumes for a 
H~sp.anic speaking pastor to begin a 
m1ss1on outreach church, within 
Valley, to reach the 22 percent first 
generation Hispanics in our com­
munity. It is an attitude of identify­
ing a need, praying for the 
resources, and taking Jesus to them. 
. Perhaps a key scripture that 
identifies the desire is found in 
Paul's letter to the church at 
Philippi: 

" I thank my God every time I 
remember you. In all my prayers, 
for all of you, I always pray with 
JOY because of you r partnership in 
the gospel from the beginning until 
now" (1 :3-5). D 

The Rev. Dennis 
Dearmin is the 
pastor of Valley 
Co11111rn11ity 
Baptist Ch11rch, 
Trncy, CA. 
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A Lay Leader's View 
of the Vineyard 

by Pat McMaster 

H ave you ever entertained the 
question ... Do I really have 

a passion for the Gospel and a heart 
for the lost? 

I ha ve to answer both questions 
with a simple "no." I d on' t have 
that passion, and I don't have that 
heart, but God does. I praise Him 
for fueling that process in me. 

"God is God, and I am not" is a 
statement that reduces it all to the 
lowest common denominator. We 
are not capable of any good in and 
of ourselves. When God ca lls and 
jus tifies through the d eposition of 
fa ith and the Holy Spirit, we then 
begin to develop that passion for 
God and His purpose. It is then that 
we begin to und erstand in agree­
ment with God our role as mission­
aries. 

Charles Spurgeon once said, 
"Have you no wish for others to be 
saved, then you are not saved your­
self; you can be of sure that." I 
believe this to be true. If the Spirit 

of God truly dwells within us, 
won't we ad opt the same desires as 
God? 

Until the time God broke my 
hea rt for His global purpose in the 
darkness of the Sonora Desert in 
Mexico, I don't really recall the sal­
vation of others (other than that of 
family and friends) being som e­
thing that came to mind often. 

We need to pray that God will 
remove the peripheral trash from 
our minds and lives and cause us 
to concentrate solely on His pur­
pose and our individual roles in 
accomplishing that purpose. 

I' ve discovered that the wonder­
ful stories and accounts of mission­
aries have a common thread among 
them. They have adopted a "limit­
less confidence" in Jesus Christ. 
We, too, can have that confid ence if 
we will only build our relationship 
with God on His terms and not 
ours . 

Pat McMaster is the Missions Director 
at Valley Co11111m 11ity Baptist Church, 
Tracy, CA. 

Trying to Live 
a Christ-like Life 

by Richard Barcelona 

O n December 23, 1989, my fami­
ly experienced a hea rt-soften­

ing, eye-opening moment. My step­
brother and his friend were in a 
fata l accident that left one young 
man (21 years old) dead and my 
step-brother in a coma with little 
chance to live. 

We pra ise God for some close 
fri end s who shared God's love wi th 
us du ring this time. To God be the 
glory, for He used this situation to 
bring my wife and me into a rela­
tionship that has grown and blos-

somed into a wonderful and event­
filled walk with our Lord . 

In Matthew 9:36, Jesus feels com­
passion for the crowd before Him 
because of their helplessness ... 
like sheep without a shepherd. It is 
this helplessness that has become 
most apparent to me since my 
redemption. I pray each day for the 
Lord to lay His compassion for the 
lost on my heart. He knows there 
are d ays I feel like Jonah (Jonah 4). 

ft hurts my hea rt to see people 
groping in the dark, like I once 
was, bumping into each other, 
stubbing toes and getting hurt 

deeply because they don' t know 
how to turn the light on. They jus t 
need to see: "People need the 
Lord ." 

It is for this reason, I try to live a 
Christ-like life and share my faith 

not only through words, but also 
through, w hat I believe, is even a 
more powerful statement, my walk. 
My friends and family cannot deny 
the changes in the lives of my wife 
and me. There are still many s trug­
gles. The Lord reminds us daily 

tha t we need Him, every second of 
every minute, every minute of 
every hour, 24 hours a day. 

Richard and Lori Barcelona are mis­
sionaries-elect to Mexico from Valley 
Community Baptist Church, Tracy, CA. 

My Chains Turned into Tools 
by Kathy Lautenslager 

I n my life, I have never been one 
who did a nything well or for any 

length of time unless my whole 
heart and mind was captured by it. 
When Jesus came into my life not 
only did He capture my heart and 
mind, but also He ransomed them 
and set me free. 

His mercy and grace took a sad, 

self-absorbed lost young woman 
and is changing her to a strong, 
balanced, directed woman in 
Christ, for Christ, and because of 
Christ. It is for this that I will 
spend every moment I am allowed 
to share the wonder and hope that 
is Jesus. To share His transforming 
Word of Life that others, too, can 
experience renewal and restoration. 

I want a front row seat to see the 
light of God come into their eyes 

and the snapping of the chains tha t 
bind them one by one. 

'lt is such a privilege to be able to 
witness and teach God 's Word. He 
took my chains and turned them 
into tools to do His will and to help 
o thers to refashion their chains. 

Knthy Lau tens/ager is a member of 
Valley Community Baptist Church, 
Tracy, CA. 

My Passion for Sharing the Gospel 
by Bobby Utter 

M y passion for sharing the 
Gospel comes from the depth 

and the intensity of my relationship 
with Christ. It comes from my times 
of prayer and meditation. It comes 
from my time in His Word as I see 
His will and desire for me (and all 
His children). My passion to share 
the Gospel comes from obedience 
and being totally committed and 
submitted to Him. 

God wills that none be lost and 
all be saved (Acts 16:31) . He wills 
tha t all be forgiven (I ]0'111 2:1-2). 
That all be born again (]0'111 3:3-7) 
and that all have eternal life through 
and with Him (Romans 6:23). 

My passion to share the Gospel 
comes from the Holy Spirit (Acts 
1:8), "that the Holy Spirit was given 
that we would be His witnesses to 
the ends of the earth. " 

My passion comes from seeing 
people reconcile first to God and 
then to others. It in tensifies as I see 

people's lives restored and their 
needs being met. What an honor 
and privilege to be used by God -
that God would give us the com­
passion of meeting these needs of 
others. 

"Then the righteous will answer 
him, Lord, w hen did we see you 
hungry and feed you , or thirsty and 
give you something to drink? When 
did we see you a stranger and 
invite you in, or needing clothes 
and clothe you? When did we see 
you sick or in prison and visit you? 
(Luke 14:13-14, 18-19). The King will 
reply, " I tell you the truth, whatev­
er you did for one of the least of 
these brothers of mine, you did for 
me" (Matthew 25:37-40). 

This passion con1es from seeing 
the battered and abused child not 
only becoming a new creature in 
Christ (2 Corinthia11s 5:17) but also 
forgiving and seeing this same 
child praying for the salvation of 
the abuser (Matthew 6:14-15). 

My strength to carry the Gospel 
comes from Him alone. When l 

enter into His throne room of mercy 
and grace and fa ll face down before 
Him, it is here w here all my weak­
nesses and His strength finally 
meet. Where my confession rolls 
and His forgiveness flows ... where 
my soul retreats and is restored ... 
where my passion is once again 
stimulated and increased to an 
overflowing state ... uncontained, 
unhindered, and unstopable ("For 
greater is He that is in me than he 
that is in the world"). All this while 
I a m joyfully being prepared to get 
up, go out, and make disciples of all 
nations ... knowing He is with me to 
the very end of the age 
(Matthew 28:19-20). 

So I' ll finish as I started. My pas­
sion for the Gospel comes from the 
depth and intensity of my relation­
ship with Him. 

Bobby Utter is a 111e111ber of Valley 
Co1111111111ity Baptist Church, Tmci1, 
CA. . 
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A Song of Loneliness 
Psalm 42:1-11 
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by Frank Veninga 

ngland's former educator, 
W. Monk Gibbon, painted a 
gloomy picture of man's quest 

for knowledge. He d ivided man's 
life into four stages. The first was 
Childhood-when he knows a Jot but 
is unaware that he knows anything. 
The second is Youth-when he 
knows nothing but is under the 
in:pression that he knows every­
thmg. The third is Middle Age­
when he begins to acquire a little 
knowledge and unders ta nding of 
~ha t should have been obvious a 
ong time ago. The fourth sta o-e he 

classifies as the Senior Years-~hen 
he ha.s really learned something but 
has either forgotten it or else is 
unable to find anyone to impart it to. 
Rather gloomy, isn' t it? 

Based on my observa tion of con­
temporary. li fe a nd living there is 
for many, mcluding Christians ... 
more trouble than peace ... more 
sorrow than joy· · . more da rkness 
than sunshine . .. more evil than 
good · · · more fear tha n fa ith ... 
More hate than love ... more mis­
und erstand ing than und ers tanding 
· · · more s torms than tranquility 
... more disunity than unity . 

Is .wha t we sing in the pew really 
true in our lives? You see the mind 
and the mood of our day spells 
TROUBLE - trouble in society 
trouble in the home, trouble , 
between husband and wife, trouble 
betwe~n children and parents, and 
some times trouble in the church. 

Now I' m not a pessimist or 
~ ala rm ist. 1 like to be a rea list. Is the 
2 following s till t · a. rue 111 our confused 
§ a n~' bewi ldered twentieth century? 
o In my hea rt there rings a 

melod y." "I'm happy in the service 
of the King." "There is sunshine in 
my soul today." "You taught me 
how to wa tch and pray, and live 
rejoicing every day." "God will 
take care of you, through every 
day, o'er all the way." 

The psalmist 
understood loneliness 

With the above background, 
read Psalm 42 ... a gold mine of 
truth . The Psalmist brings his need 
to the One w ho ca n meet it. He 
knows the source of his need, 
namely God. Here is the innermost 
expression of a man in exile. 

The Psalm has no heading. If 
there were, it would likely read , "A 
Song of Loneliness." Two key 
thoughts are expressed: The soul's 
thirst for God (42:2) and an expres­
sion of fad ing joy (42:4) . 

Here we have one of the most 
powerful utterances of the heart­
sick and d espond ent. The Psalmist 
is immersed in the sea of misery. 
He's overw helmed by sorrow and 
surrounded by scoffers. However, 
the author is a man of deep faith 
who is somehow removed from 
Jerusalem and the Temple, w hich 
he loved. God seems momentarily 
removed and absent. The absence 
of God is bitter. 

The psalmist affirms: 
we are not alone 

He cries out for God with all the 
intensity of one who knows God 
and cares supremely for Him. This 
longing is d escribed as a " thirst." 
The body cannot live without 
water; the soul cannot survive with­
out God . He's convinced tha t no 
one can rescue him but the Living 
God. 

Twice he says: " Why are you 
d owncast, 0 my soul? Why so dis­
~u rbed within me? Pu t your hope 
m God , for I w ill yet praise him, 
My Savior and my God." 

Twice his friend s and neighbors 
say, "Where is your God ?" He 

himself says, "My soul is downcast 
within me." Again he pleads, 
"Why have you forgotten me?" 

Does God forsake us? Does God 
forget us? No! Listen to the assur­
ing words of David in Psalm 
138:7-10: 

"Where can I go from your spir­
it? Where can I flee from your 
presence? If I go to the heavens, 
you are there; if I make my bed in 
the depths, you are there. If I rise 
on the wings of the dawn, if I set­
tle on the far side of the sea, even 
there your hand will guide me, 
your right hand will hold me fast." 

The Psalmist gives us assurance 
that God is with us in all experi­
ences of life. He's with u s in joy 
and sorrow, in life and death, in 
health and illness, in wealth and 
poverty, in loss and success. 

In spite of these marvelous 
assurances, we seem to be question­
ing and doubting. Perhaps it's true 
today what the prophet Joel said, 
"Surely the joy of the people is 
withered away" (1:12). 

The joy of living is gone - life is 
drab. 

The joy of marriage has faded -
the spark is gone. 

The joy of parenting is a burden 
- kids are a problem! 

The joy of conversation (commu­
nication) - is vanished. 

The joy of friendship - disap-

peared . 
The joy of spiritual fervor -

evaporated. 
Are you lonely? Perhaps you 

can n1emorize the one-liners of 
Scripture, namely, "Happy is the 
man who has God" ... "Happy is 
he w ho finds life" ... "Happy is he 
w ho trusts in the Lord" ... "Happy 
is he v.rho keeps the law" . . . 
"Happy is he who fears the Lord" 
... "Happy is he who finds wis­
dom and understanding." 

Living in a retirement center, I 
find numerous people, although 
surrounded by others, d ownheart­
ed , discouraged , and lonely. This 

may be equally true of individuals 
in the church or community. Their 
attitude is akin to the Psalmis t. 

Recently, a lady in a w heelchair 
said to me as tears rolled down her 
cheeks, "My family and friends 
have forgotten me. Nobody calls; 
nobody visits me in the retirement 
home. I'm all alone." 

I 
f you are a vibrant Christian, 
may I propose a meaningful and 
much appreciated ministry. 

Mark Twain said, "I can live for 
two months on one good compli­
ment." Abraham Lincoln gave this 
formula, "A drop of h oney catches 
more flies than a gallon of ga ll." 

Resolve to pay a lonely soul a 
compliment. Spur the dow ncast on 
with praise. Use your phone. Send 
a card. Offer a prayer. 

Dr. James L. Lynch in his inspir­
ing book, The Broken Heart, shows 
that lonely people Hve significantly 
shorter lives than the general popu­
lation. As a specialist in psychoso­
matic disease, he cites a wea lth of 
s tatistics to demonstrate the 
unhealthy aspects of isolation and 
the magical powers of human con­
tact. 

Someone has wisely said, "All 
the water in the ocean cannot sink a 
ship unless it gets in the ship." All 
the sorrow, sadness, contra riness, 
and loneliness cannot sink a person 
unless these get in the heart and 
mind. 

Dr. B. C. Schreiber in his 
thought-provoking book, 
Meditatio11s for Mnture Christin11s, 
quotes the late Billy Sunday as hav­
ing said, " if you have no joy in 
your religion, there's a leak in your 
Christianity somewhere." Says 
Schreiber, "Let us repair the leak." 

"Why are you downcast, 0 my 
soul . . . Put your hope in God." O 

Dr. Fm11k Veni11ga, for111cr N.A.8. 
Se111i11n ry presirle11 t, 1 iPes i 11 

Mi1111eapolis, MN. 
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AM/LY LOYA LTY 
Being True to Each O ther 

• A couple arrives late for 

dinner, and the husband 

announces with irritation, 

"I'm awfully sorry we're 

late, but Anne didn't get it 

together in time." 

0 
..:: 
c... 
0 

"' 

• The parents get together 

with relatives and start talk­

ing about 13-year-old 

Virginia who is sitting with 

them. "She's an emotional 

wreck - if you correct her 

she bursts into tears and any 

little disappoin tment 

becomes a major event." 

lmlll&l::JL...~..ll..::..U~~~Xt;;.a,_~~..L..~~-=::::::g~y 

• The little boy with a 

speech difficulty looks to his 

older brother for help when 

other boys make fun of him, 

but older brother joins in 

their mockery. 

by Kevin Perotta 
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ittle things-but li ttle 

disloyalities can do a lot to 
destroy fa mily relationships. 

Loyalty is not only a qua lity needed 
in extreme circumsta nces. It is also 
part of the glue that keeps our 
everyday relationships together. 

The model of loya lty, of course, 
is God. He is loya l to us - stead­
fast, trus tworthy, fa ithful. He wants 
us to be loyal to Him and one 
another. What does it mean to be 
loyal to one another? 

Scripture offers us examples of 
~eo~l~ who were "loyal und er 
fire, li ke Jona than who stuck with 
Davi'd despite Sau l's fu ry, and 
Paul s friends who demonstrated 
loyalty even after his imprison­
ment. A lot of Scrip ture's teaching, 
however, is conta ined in its ins truc­
tion about "how we ought to spea k 
about each other and how we 
ought to handle situations when 
someone seems to have done some­
thing wrong." 

For exa mple: You have finished 
an ea rly morning raquetba ll ga me 
and are dressing in the locker 

room. Your friend remarks tha t a 
Visa card in his wife's hands is a 
passport to bankruptcy and asks if 
you have similar problems. 

Suppose you and your wife do 
have disagreements abou t money. 
What do you say? You cou ld 
unload the frustra tion you feel. But 
to do that wou ld, in effect, be 
accusing your wife of irresponsibil­
ity, of wrongdoing. 

When Jesus said to "condemn 
not" in Luke 6:37, He offered His 
com mand not fa r from Luke 6:31: 
the Golden Rule. The ques tion is: 
Wou ld I want my wife condemning 
me in front of a crowd of people in 
a s imila r gripe session? 

Rather than condemning a 
spouse or anyone else in the fa mily 
in the court of p ublic opinion, Jesus 
said in Ma tthew 18:15-17, we ought 
to go d irectly to the person and dis­
cuss matters privately. The Lord 
tells us to protect the person from 
embarrassment, from falling in the 
estimation of other people. In other 
words, be loynl to the person. This 
is very important in our rela tion-

ships w ith our children. Unfortu­
nately, we often feel free to ignore 
relational principles when dealing 
with children, perhaps because they 
are less able to let us know what 
they think of our remarks. 

The principle of correction in pri­
vate applies to children, too, with 
modifica tions. Anyone with more 
than one child cannot avoid giving 
a fair number of corrections when 
other people are around. But some 
kinds of correction involving a 
child's character are best given one­
on-one. Spanking, which can be 
deeply humiliating when adminis­
tered before an audience, should be 
given in private. 

Loyalty to our children is often 
tested when they are accused of 
d oing something wrong. What do I 
do, for instance, if an irate neighbor 
calls to tell me tha t my boys have 
put a BB hole in his thermopane 
door? There is his $300 door filling 
with condensation and fogging 
over. Here are my boys who own 
BB gu ns and never could hit the 
bull's eye. 

The neighbor's report may sound 
so plausible that I am tempted to 
summon the boys, chew them out 
to my neighbor's satisfaction, and 
announce that they will have to pay 
for the door from their paper route 
earnings. The neighbor would be 
placated, and peace would be 
restored. 

That would n't be loyal to my 
sons. The challenge is to go through 
the process of investigating the 
accusation in a way that is both 
loyal to my sons and concerned 
with justice. As their parent, I 
should stand with them and not 
automatically assume they a re at 
fau lt. They should know that 1 ca re 
abou t them, even if they're in the 
wrong. The firs t step is to hear their 
side of the story in private and 
weig h it carefully. If it conflicts 
with the neighbor's, I have to be 
ready to judge as fairly as I can, no 
ma tter who is left unhappy by my 
d ecision. 

If the boys are responsible for 
the damage, some parental anger, a 
p unishment, an apology to the 
neighbor, and compensation may 
be appropriate. But I can still be 
loyal to my children, guiding them 
through the process of facing the 
problem and working it out. 

Only if we, as parents, set an 
example of loyalty can we train our 
children in it. Husbands or wives 
who cut down spouses or children 
to their friends will not be able to 
instill a sense of family loyalty in 
their children. 

Training children in loyalty 
often involves dealing with little 
things. One goal my wife and I 
have is to teach our children to 
stand with each other when one of 
them makes a mistake. A brother or 
sister ought to be able to ask a 
dumb question or mispronounce a 
word without being laughed at. 

While school children often 
practice an exaggerated loyalty to 
one another, children also pick up 
the world's way of spreading 
reports about others' wrongdoing. 
Into d inner conversation, pop com­
ments, such as "Today Jimmy 
Robertson threw Bob McNutt out 
of his desk and ripped his shirt 
'cause Bob laughed when Jimmy 
didn't know what the Declaration 
of Independence was." 

We are teaching our children to 
be loyal to their classmates by 
telling the stories but leaving out 
the names. I have never met Jimmy 
Robertson, but if I ever do, I d on' t 
want to begin the relationship bur­
dened with the opinion that he is a 
lousy historian with a short fuse. 

A proverb says, "A friend loves 
at all times, and a brother is born 
for adversity (Proz1erbs 17:17). 
Loyalty to one <mother in adversity 
should be pa rt of our definition of 
what it means to be a family in 
Christ. 0 

Kei'ill Perottn is thr 111n11ngi11g editor of 
Pastor Renewal, n 111ngn: i11r for Clzristim1 
learlas. Repri11ted by 11rm1issi<111 of Dmiitl 
C. Cook P11l1/ishi11g Co., Elgin, IL. 

Words that Hurt, 
Words that Heal 

by Mary Vaughn Armstrong 

JJMom, hurry! John fell off his 
bike and hur t h is leg!" 

Matt's words swept through the 
kitd1en wind ow, their urgency 
unmistakable. I punched off the 
stove burners and ran outside. At 
the edge of the porch, nine-year-old 
Jolm rocked back and for th, clutch­
ing one leg. 

"My bike hit a rock, and I slid on 
the dirt. It hurts so m uch." Tears 
filled his eyes. "Do we have some­
thing that'll take the sting out, 
Mom?" 

We d id, and fifteen minutes later 
John was ou tside again, the angry 
abrasion covered with soothing 
ointment and a non-stick bandage. 

Maybe you haven' t fallen off a 
bike, bu t the sting of a family mem­
ber's hateful words to you is every 
bit as painful. Or perhaps, in a 
moment of impatience and hurry, 
you've said cruel things to a loved 
one. Now you'd give anything to 
take those words back. 

In 2 Timothy 1:1-4, Paul refers to 
Timothy as "beloved," a term more 
soothing to its recipient than any 
ointment. Paul's example provides 
an antidote for things once said and 
now regretted-the transforming, 
two-way power of a gentle word. 

Take a minute right where you 
are to think of five words that espe­
cially touch your own heart. Say 
them out loud, the way you'd like 
to hear them spoken to you. Then 
pray: "Forgive me, Lord, for inflicti11g 
pain by the things I say. Please infuse 
every word 1 speak today with Your 
soothing love." 0 

Reprinted by permissio11 of David C. 
Cook Publishing Co., Elgin, IL. 
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W
e hea r the argu-
ments given for 
cohabiting. When they 

are compared to marriage, we 
believe marriage is much more 
reasonable. You be the judge. 

Marriage spells 
permanence; cohabitation 
spells postponement 

In 1974, Elea nor Macklin, 
quizzed undergraduate cohabiting 
couples at Cornell to see if they 
considered themselves to be mar­
ried. The answer was a definite 
no. More interesting was her find­
ing that "they ra rely considered 
marriage as a viable alternative to 
their present cohabitation ... 
Marriage might be seen as a possi­
bili ty for the future, bu t for the 
dista nt future." 

Keith Melville in his book 
Man-i~ge and the Fa111i/y Toda;, 
~uest10ns the meaning of cohabita­
t~o~. He asks, "Is the experience of 
hvmg together defined by most 
young people who practice it as a 
form of trial marriage_ an occa­
sion for testing compatibility- or 
is it defined as a permanent alter­
native to marriage? Given the 
reality that people are waiting 
much longer to get married, it 
~ppea rs cohabita tion is postpon­
mg the trip to the altar." 

R~member, it is not marriage 
that is the problem. It is the li ving 
together that is the problem. The 
advantage to marriage is that 
everyone knows it is to be perma­
nent. In 1986, Burch and Madan 
discovered that after 10 years of 
studying legally married couples 
~he ra tio of dissolution of marriage 
is I 7 percent for those who had 
cohabited a nd JO percent for those 
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iving together? 

Commitment 
is what keeps the 

relationship coming 
back again and again 

to the vows two people 
made at the altar. 

who had not. W hich all means you 
are more likely to divorce the 
cohabitation partner you had mar­
ried. If you date and get married, 
the sta tistics revea l you are less 
likely to get divorced. 

Marriage spells 
commitment; cohabitation 
spells convenience 

In 1973, Arafa t and Yorburg 
determined that the most f ' requent 
re~son males chose to cohabitate 
with a woman is sexua l t"fi . gra 1 ca-
ho~. Females listed sexual g ra tifi-
cation only 50 percent as often. For 
women, the most common reason 
for cohabitation was "Th t .t 

. h a I 
m1~ t lead to marriage." 

ear~ ago, an arrangement of 
convernence mean t tha t the 
woman had b . ecome pregnant, a nd 
a weddmg was to happen. Toda 
this term has taken on a whole y, 
new mea ning in tha t couples li ve 
together out of convenience of 
sexual g ratification, sharing the 
rent, and pseudosecurity. 
Certainly not for the commitment. 

In 1972, Davis, Liputz and 
Lyness, d iscovered through study 
that couples who date and do not 
cohabitate reciprocate feelings 
(need , respect, happiness, involve­
ment, or com mitment to marriage) 
far ahead of those w ho cohabitate. 

Marriage spells standards· 
cohabitation spells ' 
promiscuous 

Strange culture we have. Men 
are seen to be macho by the boast­
ing of their sexual conquests where 
women are meant to come as v ir­
gins to the altar. According to 
Webster, promiscuous means 
"C f ' on used or indiscriminate." 
We've seen married folk get con­
fused in.life, but they a lways know 
who their spouse is. 

. There is a gross misunderstand­
mg within our society concerning 
cohabitation. People who live 

together hope that if they separate 
the pain will be less than if they 
had been married . For son1e of 
these dear souls, they have had to 
e~dure the pain of a sour marriage, 
either their own or a loved one. If 
we are entirely honest, we know 
that the pain happens, even within 
a _cohabitant relationship, w hen it 
d issolves. 

L_et us conclude by saying the 
obvious. If there is not commit­
~ent in a rela tionship, then mar­
riage should no t occur. 
Commitment is the thread w hich 
pulls the fa bric together, even 
when it is ripped by strife. 

Commitment is w hat keeps the 
relationship coming back agai n 
and again to the vows two people 
mad e a t the altar. This is a stan­
dard our cou ntry needs in a big 
way. Let's not be fooled into 
believing that living together can 
accomplish such a goal! O 

Repri11 fed by per111 issio11 fro/// Tlze 
Sll/_11111it, a newsletter of S11111111it 
Drive Baptist C/111rcl1, Ka111 /oops, BC; 
t/ie Rev. Ben Terlesky, pastor. 

Yntema and Effa visit Mbingo 

T he Mbingo II Baptist Church 
was privileged to be the first 

Cameroon Baptist Convention 
Church to receive the Rev. Phil 
Yntema, the new N.A.B. Executive 
Director, on his first journey to 
Cameroon, Sunday, Dec. 4, 1994. 
Yntema, as well as N.A.B. Missions 
Director Dr. Herman Effa and Field 
Secretary Dr. Oryn Meinerts, were 
given a very cordial welcome. 

Located some 35 kilometers 
north of the Provincial Capital 
Bamenda, the Church was opened 
in 1957 w ith 40 Christians. This 
Church today counts a membership 
of 542 Christians, composed mainly 
of farmers and health personnel 
working with the Mbingo Baptist 
Hospital. 

Bobe D.C. Fointama, one of the 
pioneer Christians of this C hurch 
said d uring the worship service, " 
. .. the seed was sowed with tears, 
watered by the Holy Spirit, and God 
has blessed it to grow to the level in 
which you find it today." 

The visit to Mbingo ended with a 
familiarization tour of the Mbingo 
Baptist Hospital later in the after­
noon. Opened in 1952, mainly as a 
leprosy settlement, the Hospital has 
over the years enjoyed assistance 
from the N.A. B. Conference in the 
form of d rugs and trained health 
personnel. In addition, there is 
a lways an N.A.B. resident doctor for 
the Leprosy Department. It is thanks 
to this that the hospital has con­
tributed tremendously towards the 

by Ernest Talla Kaninjing 

treatm ent and near erad ication of 
the leprosy d isease in Cameroon. 

Yntema and Effa also visited the 
ew H ope Village (rehabilitation 

section for former leprosy patients), 
where they spent som e time chat­
ting w ith the people. They also 
handed them Chrishnas o-ifts as a 

0 

sign of Christian love and concern.O 

Er11est Ta lia Ka11i11ji11g, Nkwen Baptist 
Ce11tre, Ca111eroo11 , Africa. 

The major cha llenge facing this 
Church today, as w ith many CBC 
churches, is that of constructing a 
cond ucive sanctuary for her grow­
ing membership. 

Volunteers Needed to Serve Overseas 

In response to a welcome s peech, 
Yntema encouraged the Christians 
from Paul's Je tter to the Romans 
1:16-17 saying, "The righteous shall 
live by faith. " H e urged them not to 
be as hamed of the gospel, ra ther 
that they should make it a d uty to 
procla im it to everyone in Ca meroon. 
He add ed "What schools cannot 
teach; w hat hospitals cannot heal; 
w hat governments cannot do; the 
gospel of Jesus Christ has the power 
to do." 

N.A.B. Missions Director, Dr. 
Herman Effa, a lso encouraged the 
Christians not to relent in their faith 
but to rema in fai thful until that las t 
day w hen we shall all celebrate in 
God's kingdom regard less of race, 
culture, o r language. 

Persons with the following abilities 
or training are needed as volun­

teers to serve in Cameroon: 
Mechanic - to set up a mechanical 

workshop at Banso Baptist Hospital and 
to trouble shoot and advise in opera­
tions of the mechanical workshop at 
Mbingo Baptist Hospital. 

Home Management Teacher - to 
help secondary school students develop 
skills in home management. 

Industrial Arts Teachers - to help 
secondary school technical students 
develop skills in building construction, 
electricity, and automotive mechanics. 

Cameroon Church Builders - to pro­
vide materials and labor for roofs on the 
Baptist churches at Tobin and Wum and 
to work and witness alongside members 
of these churches. 

Music Teachers - to help students 
develop skills in music. 

JESUS Film Evangelism - participate 
in the Cameroon Baptist Convention 
Crusade Ministry using the JESUS film. 

TEACH '95 - join a Cameroonian 
leadership team to conduct teaching 
seminars for Cameroon Baptist 
Convention church leaders (deacons 
and pastors). 

Auditor - to audit the accounts of the 
Central Accounting Office of the 
Cameroon Baptist Convention. 

Chaplaincy Trainer - to upgrade the 
ministry skills of hospital and health 
center chaplains serving in the 
Cameroon Baptist Convention Health 
Department. 0 

If tile Lord is calling yo11 for one of tilese 
vo/11 11teer ministries, please apply to N.A.B. 
lntemational Missions Department, 
Attention: Fred Folkerts, 1 So. 210 S11111mit 
Ave., Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181. 
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II I have never seen one like 
this." These were the words 
of Aurora Pons from 

Malabo, Bioko, Equatorial Guinea, 
when asked about Banso Baptist 
Hospital in an interview for the 
Baptist Voice. She was impressed 
with the hospital after staying there 
with her eight-year-old son, Rafael 
Mao, for two months . 

Rafael developed a slight swel­
ling on the right side of his jaw 
about four months before he went 
to Banso Baptist H ospital. At hrst, 
it looked like an insect bite. He re­
ceived treatment in a medical facili­
ty in Malabo for what appeared to 
be a simple matter. But within two 
weeks, the swelling grew. The 
drugs were not effective. Within 
four months, the swelling covered 
the w hole right side of his face. He 
could not see out of his right eye 
and had difficu lty eating. 

As a concerned mother, Aurora 
Pons became very disturbed. She 
took her son to Dr. Abel Hernan 
Vallejos, an Argentine Baptist med­
ica l missionary working under the 
Methodist Church in Malabo. After 
conducting labora tory tests, Dr. 
Vallejos diagnosed the case as 
being Burkitt's Lymphoma, a ca n­
cer. 

Now wha t? Dr. Vallejos did not 
have the d rugs to treat the disease, 
so he referred Rafael to Banso 
Baptist Hospital, w here he had 
admitted two of his own children 
several years before because of ill­
nesses they had w hich could not be 
adequately treated in Malabo. 

The fact that Aurora Pons had 
never been to Cameroon, heard of 
Sanso Baptist Hospita l, or had 
money to travel or pay for treat­
ment, d id not stop her fro m doing 
what any mother would do to have 
her son healed. Her strong fa ith in 
God and her determination to see 
her son well pushed her to leave 
her fa mily and country to go to an 
unknown place for treatment, 
Sanso Baptist Hospital. 

With the assista nce of Dr. Oryn 
Meinerts' assistant, Charles Asah 
Yombo, who met Mrs. Pons and 
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Banso 
Ba~ 

Hospftal 
One of a Kind 

by Eric Mangek N gum 

Dr. Julie Stone 

Rafael at the Douala International 
Airport and escorted them to 
Bamend a, and further assistance 
from other Good Samaritans, Mrs. 
Pons and Rafael reached Sanso 
Baptist Hospital w ith few or no 
problems. 

At once, Rafael was admitted to 

the Children's Ward. Dr. Julie 
Stone, a North American Baptist 
Conference missionary doctor, 
examined Rafael and ordered tests, 
w hich confirmed that Rafael had 
Burkitt's Lymphoma. 

Dr. Stone began treatment, 
which slowly but steadily has been 
effective. The massive swell ing 
gradually subsided to w here, upon 
Rafael' s discharge from Banso 
Baptist Hospital, it was compara­
tively unnoticeable. 

Dr. Stone is a young ond lnlent­
ed doctor in her first term in Came­
roon. Alongside other doctors at 
Sanso Baptist Hospital, she applied 
her expertise as an internis t. 

Dr. Stone, the other doctors, 
nurses, ward aides, chaplains, 
administrators, and a host of other 
Christians showed their love and 
concern by giving appropriate 
treatment, v is iting and often pro­
viding food and donating money. 
Throughout the hospita l and in 
other parts of the nation, faith­
fi lled Christians prayed for Rafa el's 
recovery. Dr. Stone a nd o thers did 
not lack in determination to 
minister to Rafael and his mother. 

Wi thin two months and four 
days after Rafael was admitted , he 
left Sanso Baptist Hos pital we.ll 
enough to return to his home 111 

Malabo, w here he w ill continue 
treatment administered by Dr. 
Vallejos. He came s ick and sad; he 
left feeling much better and happy . 
He came not knowing what would 
happen; he left looking forwa~d to 
going back to school and playmg 

w ith his mates. He celebrated his 
ninth birthday in December 1994. 

Watching her son beaming w ith 
life again, Mrs. Pons could not 

hide her emotions. She said, "The 
doctors and nurses at BBH are 
wonderful p eople. The foreign mis­
sionary doctors, the Cameroonian 
doctors, and the Cameroonians 
attached to the hospital are specia l 
people. I_ have nev:r seei: a hos pital 
like this 111 a ll my hfe. If 1t were not 
for distance and lack of money, I 
would encourage everyone in my 
country to go to BBH for healing." 

Mrs. Pons and her fa mily are 
Catholic Christians . They are in­
debted to a Baptist missionary doc­
tor, Dr. Stone; Dr. Vallejos; and a 
Cameroon Ba ptist Convention mis­
sionary couple, Rev. and Mrs. Baja 
Jam, in Equa torial Guinea for a ll 
the assistance given them. 

When asked about all that has 
happened to them, Mrs. Pons 
replied in Pidgin English, "God 
dey." God is alive, and He acts 
through His people. That is \·vhy 
she has now seen a p lace like Ba nso 
Bap tist Hospita l. D 

Eric Ma11gek Ng11111 , Ca111eroo11 Baptist 
Co11ve11 tio11 , Co111111 1111 icn tio11 Ministry. 

Rnfnel, n 811rkitt's_ Ly111 plto111n pntie11t nil(/ 
/iis motlier ret11r11111g from Bm1so Bnpt1st 
Hospital to Eq11n torinl C11iJ1en . 

Ten Benefits 
of Tithing 

by G. Roger Schoenhals 

Part V 

T he ten benefits of tithing are 

not new, but you sort out 
this issue for yourself. We 

discussed benefit one in the April 
issue, benefits two and three in the 
May issue, benefits four and five in 
the September issue, and benefits 
six and seven: Tithing Protects 
Worthy Priorities and Tithing 
Provides Needed Support in the 
December 1994 issue. Benefit eight 
is listed below. 

8. Unlocks Blessings 
The Bible makes a connection 

between giving and receiving. 
Abraham discovered this after he 
gave a tithe. We read: "Abram, I 

m a shield to you; your reward 
: hall be very great" (Genesis 15:1b) . 

In Malachi, the connection is 
even more explicit: "Bring the 
whole tithe . .. and test me now in 
this says the Lord of Hosts, if I w ill 
not 'open for you the windows of 
heaven and pour out for you a . 
blessing until it overflO\-vs" (Malac/11 
3:10). 

Jesus puts it like this, "Give, and 
it will be given to you; good 1T1ea­
sure, pressed down, shaken togeth­
er, running over . . . For by your 
standard of measure it w ill be mea­
sured to you in return" (Lu ke 6:38). 

Paul echoes the equation in his 
0 second letter to the Corinthians, 
~ "He who sows sparingly shall also 
~ reap sparingly; and he w ho sows 
~ bounti fu lly shall also reap bou nh­
~ fully" (2 Cori11t!tin11s 9:6) . 
0 

To the Philippians he writes, "I 
have received everything in full 
and ha ve an abundance . . . and my 

God shall supply all your needs 
according to His riches in g lory in 
C hrist Jesus" (Philippians 4:1 8-19). 

These Scriptures, and others, 
cause some to preach a gospel of 
prosperity . Live right, g ive right, 
and you will prosper in a ma terial 
way. They tell u s that God intends 
for his children to be healthy, 
wealthy, and w ise. 

Others perceive a d eeper m ean­
ing . While they agree that some­
times God does seem to bless in 
material ways, they point to the 
more universa l exp erience of joy 
and liberty in the Lord . Selfless giv­
ing sets people free, w hether they 
live in poverty or on easy street. 

My own experience teaches me 
that I simply cannot outgive God . 
In one way or another, He more 
than makes up for any sacrificial 
gift I give. 

I heard of a man w ho worked 
overtime just so he could have 
more money to give to the Lord's 
work. He delighted in giving. John 
Wesley got such a bang out of giv­
ing that he lived austerely on one 
tenth of his income just so he could 
give the other 90 percen t away. H e 
understood what Jesus meant w hen 
he said, " It is more blessed to give 
than to receive" (Acts 20:35b) . 

When vle give in ord er to get, 
our giving ceases to be "a fragrant 
offering, a fragrant aroma, an 
acceptable sacrifice" (Pltil ippia11s 
4:18) . We lose the deeper blessing 
God intends for us to have. 

Those w ho live to g ive enjoy a 
spiritual high unknown to the 
"bean-counters." In giving, motive 
is everything. 0 

G. Roger Scl10e11/1nls is n free/n11ce 
writer fro111 Seattle, WA. 
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in a world of pain 
by Sue Baron 

"' heard you were coming, and I had to 
talk to someone-another lady. I 

couldn't stand it anymore. I decided 

to tell you everything." 

he pretty 
Mayo Indian 
woman w ith 
her brown 
eyes brim­
ming with 
tears unbur­
dened her 
heart at the 

Pastors' and Wives' Conference in 
the Mayo Ind ian village of 
Etchojoa. 

Flora had seen our prayer card 
that her pastor brought back to 
their village from the Spring 
Conference. Now it was time for 
the Fall Conference. Word came 
that there would be a daily Bible 
study for the women, as well as the 
meetings for the men. This was a 
first for some of the women. 

Flora had never met us. She had 
only seen our picture. But she had 
to find relief from the deep ache 
that threatened to destroy her. She 
needed a solution to her problems. 
She had to know that someone 
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cared. She felt that the woman in 
the picture, who was coming to 
teach the Bible to the lad ies, would 
surely listen and care. 

Raising four children wouldn't 
be as d iffirnlt if she d idn't have to 
share the husband she loves w ith a 
woman in the nearby village. When 
he would come to the house for the 
nigh t and mention "the other one," 
she felt the knife in her heart being 
turned around and around. It never 
fai led that a neighbor would see 
"the two of them" together and 
come te ll her about it. The knife 
would make another turn. 

As one of the few Christians in 
Pozo Dulce, Flora prayed constant­
ly for the salvation of her husband 
and teenage boys. Bu t it seemed 
that the more she prayed the more 
they drank and partied, spending 
money that was needed a t home 
for food and clothes. 

Often Flora had wa nted to ta ke 
the younger child ren and run. But 
what about the 14 year-old boy at 
home, who still needed her love 

and w itness, and w ho refused to go 
w ith her? What if the law took the 
younger child ren away from her 
and gave them to their drunken 
fa ther, saying she had aba ndoned 
the home? All of these thoughts 
and more w hirled in her mind as 
she made her way from the v illage 
to where the Conference was being 
held . 

That day Flora sa t with me and 
the other wom en in the Bible study 
ou t under the g rapefruit tree. She 
shared her burd en, and w e prayed 
together. Somehow she fo und the 
strength to go on . She no longer 
felt so alone in her world of frustra­
tion and pa in. 

Flo ra's case is mu ltiplied aga in 
and again in Mexico, w here our 
N.A.B. Conference missionaries are 
working. Pray that God will give 
w isdom as they seek to counsel 
people in need . D 

Mrs. S11e Bnro11 nnd her h11sbnnd, 
Royce, nre N.A .B. Co11fere11ce 111issio11-
nries servi11g in Mexico . 
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D r. Lewis J. Petrie has 

acc~pted the call to be 
. senior pastor of First 

Baptist Church, Minot ND ff t' J , , e ec-
1ve an. 15, 1995. He concluded h. 

work as N.A.B. Conference is 
Development Director December 
16. 

Petrie joined the Executive Staff 
at the International Off' . A . ice m 1988 as 

ssoc1ate Director in the Develop-
ment Department. In 1989 I . , 1e was 
ap~omt~d .Development Director. 

Petne is an unusually gifted 
man of God," says Or. John Binde 
~ho served as Executive Director ~f 
t e Conference during the 
Petrie served at the Off' ~eHars. ice. e 1s 
unreserved ly committed to reach 
people with the message of hope 
~nd new life in Christ. God 's bless­
ings rest upon his ministry as evi­
denced by the hundreds who have 
responded positively to his prea I -
mg and 1 'c 1 . persona witness. The 
investment of his gifts and de t. 
hav d . vo ion 
. e ma ea vital and far reaching 
~m~act on the cooperative min-
1stnes of the N A B C f . · · · on erence. I 
wdl always cherish h ' . 11n as an out-
stand mg team player and lo I 
sonal friend." ya per-

:.:i~trit wrote the material for the 

C
J ica Imperative, Challenged to 
row AS · · . ' pmtua/ Renewal Retreat 

which wa d · ' 
d 1 

s use m many pastors 
an ay retreats. 

. Almong the responses from those 
mvo ved in ti . 1e retreats a re "Cod 
was with me and with . 
unusual way The us 

111 
a most 

· re was a real 
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breaking and a spirit of renewal 
that was refreshing and very much 
needed. My own heart was deeply 
touched. We thank God for I . I . 11m; 1e 
is appreciated more than he w ill 
ever know." 

"O~r Men's Retreat was beyond 
anything I had experienced before. 
There was clear evidence of the 
Holy Spirit's work in the lives of 
our ~en. The Lord worked throu h 
Lou m a great way." g 

• Petrie is a lso well-known for his 
crusade minis try. The elders of one 
chu rc.h wrote: " It was a ch alleng· l'f . c mg 
up I tmg, and motivating experi- , 
ence. We commend him f . . or a 
m1~1stry well done, and for his s1'11-
centy." 

"As a result of specia l me t' h d · e mgs 
econ ucted at our churcl1 o b , numer-
us me.m ers as well as a ttendees 

made ·f· s1gm icant spir1'tual d .. ' eC1s1ons." 

• In his ministr t 1 . Y o oca l churches 
responses mclud ed· "S f ' f ·1 · o o ten we 
a1 to do things in God' 

Lou's time! sway. 
Y message brought 

encouragement t ]'f and o I t our hearts 
tion ou r eyes to ~od for tha t direc-

. We thank h11n for fi ll' ti 
pulpit for a hung mg 1e 

"L ry congregatio n." 
ou represented ti C 

in a splendid f I . 1e onference 
. as 11on, but most 
~1p~~tant!y, he represented our 

or in a bea utiful way 0 
gr f · ur con-
'Cel ga i~n was challenged to a 

1nst1an v ·s· I I 
I ion t 1at resu lted in 

numerous decisions and reded· 
t1ons to a d . 1ca-
a d f 

ynamic god ly life firs t 
' n oremost." 

"Many lives were touched and 
~:c~uraged throug h his mini; try as 

s 1ared from his heart " 
"Cod used L · · . · ou 111 a mighty way 

m ou r service. We were richly ' 

blessed and challenged. H e is des­
perately needed in the develop­
ment ministry of our Conference, 
~ut he is, also, desperately needed 
m the pulpit." 

• As Development Director, Petrie 
also he.lped churches lay the plans 
for their capital funds campa ig n. A 
church p lanter wrote: "Lou did an 
excellent job in the training and 
presentation of basic material for 
our church's capital funds project 
to help us move toward God's 
desire to build in our church but L I 

ou also set a new spark to an 
alread y burning church. When he 
presented the inv itation fo llowing 
his message, "Building on God's 
Way," the en tire cong regatio n, 140 
adults, came to the fron t of the 
church to make firs t-time commit­
ments or recommi tments to C hris t." 

• When asked about w hat has been 
a hig.hEght during his seven yea rs 
of mm1stry, Petrie replied: " It's 
been great personal sa tisfaction to 
work w ith Dr. John Binder and the 
directors a t the In ternationa l Office 
and to see the legacy of a unified 
Conference committed to fulfilling 
the Great Commission as we head 
toward the 21st century. The Con­
ference has never been healthier in 
terms of our commitment to spiri­
tual values and in our financial con­
di.tion. We g ive the g lory to God for 
I-h ~, blessings on our people. 

As the Development Director 
I' . I 

b v~ appreciated the opportunity to 
e 111 many of the churches and to 

w itness the sacrific ia l g iving of our 
people for the Conference G iving 
Goa l.. A~ we continue to emphasize 
the Biblica l Imperatives, God w ill 

(Continued 01 1 page 29) 

In August the General Council 
presented a Citation of Appreci­

ation to Milton Zeeb in appreciation 
of his 34 years of ministry w ith the 
North American Baptist Confer­
ence. Zeeb retired as South Cen tra l 
Area Minis ter on Dec. 31, 1994, a 
ministry in which he served since 
1972. Prior to that he served as pas­
tor of three churches. Zeeb is a 1960 
graduate o f N.A.B. Seminary and 
was ordained by Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Kenosha, WI, Oct. 14, 1960. 

Reflecting on his years of service, 
Zeeb s tates: "Each step in the pil­
grimage with the Lord, we have 
know n what it was to trust i11 the 
Lord . Our own understanding 
would have caved in shortly after 
beginning the journey, but trus t in 
our Heavenly Father made the pil­
grimage possible and fi lled it w ith 
g reat hope and fulfillmen t. 

His wife Alice served a long with 
him as she supported and encour­
aged him in his work for the Lord. 

Severa l speak of Milton's min­
istry: 

E ncourager . .. tha t is, perhaps, 
the one word that best 

describes Milton Zeeb. He has regu­
larly encouraged and supported 
me, both as a pastor and as a per­
son- not only me but a lso my fam­
ily and the people of the churches I 
have served . His caring and com­
passionate spirit, love for people, 
and strong confidence in God have 
enriched all of us w ho know him. 
He has g iven good leadership a nd 
has done it w ithout drawing atten­
tion to himself. I am thankful fo r 
the years he has spent as my Area 
Minister, fellow-worker, and 
especia lly as my friend. 
-De1111is Dewelj, pastor of 1-/opi! 
Fellowship C1111i·ch, Kn11sns City, MO. 

T wo men trekking a wildlife 
preserve in Africa spotted a 

man-eating lion about to sense their 
presence. Immediately, one of the 
men began changing his hiking 
shoes for his running shoes. The 
other man remarked that changing 
shoes wouldn't do any good 
because the lion could outrun him 
anyway. The one changing his 
shoes replied, "I don' t need to out­
run the lion. All I need to do is out­
run you." 

It seems firs t place always goes 
to push and shove, our competitive 
spirit s tays high, and we' re always 
looking out for number one. But 
unlike most people today, the Rev. 
Milton Zeeb would be the one to 
say, "You go on ahead, I'll take care 
of business." 

Throughout his ministry, 
whether it was uprooting his family 
to move to a new ministry responsi­
bility, getting mugged in a hotel 
room, or taking on a new pastorate 
ministry a few days before retire­
ment, Milton demonsh·ates w hat 
being a humble Christian servant of 
our Holy Father truly is. Other peo­
ple's lives are more important to 
him than his own and whatever it 
takes for them to grow spiritually 
he is willing to give. 

All over our N.A.B. Conference, 
there are folks who are closer to God 
because of Milton Zeeb's w itness as 
an area minister; peaceful, loving 
chu rches; and new churches. All 
those Milton influenced for our 
Savior over his long minish·y learned 
what it was like to sacrificially give, 
be a team player, and be a loving 
med iator in resolving conflicts. 

As we run ahead in all directions, 
Mil ton quietly takes care of the Lord's 
business. The words of tha t popular 
song, 'Thank You' by Ray Boltz 

were written with people like 

Milton in mind. 
- Jackie Loewer, Branch, LA, . . . 
N.A.B. Co11fere11ce treas11rer n11d fo.1111e1 
moderator and Church Pl1111t111g ch111r, 
Southenz Associ11tio11. 

l
am deeply grateful for the fri~md­
ship and partnership w ith Milton 

Zeeb, a friendship that began 46 

years ago when we att~nded the 
Christian Training Institute to-

gether in Edmonton. . 
Our families d eveloped close ties 

when Milton served as stud ent pas­
tor of Trinity Baptist Church, Sioux 
Falls, SD, 1959-60, and these ties 
continued while he served as pastor 
of Immanuel Baptist Church in 
Kenosha, WI, (1960 to 1966), as pas­
tor of Pilgrim Baptist Church in 
Philadelphia, PA, (1966 to 1972), and 
as South Central Area Minister for 

22 years . 
I have especially apprecia ted 

Milton's devotion to Christ, his high 
commitment to the churches he 
served, and his loyalty and cooper­
ation. H e is a man of impeccable 
integrity with a deep compassion 
for people and their various needs. 
He gave his very best to reach peo­
ple w ith the gospel and encourage 
them to grow to maturity as they 
moved th rough the various experi­
ences of pa in, disappointments, and 
joys of life. He encouraged and 
blessed people wherever he went. 
People everywhere enjoyed his 
friendship and positive word. 

"Thank you for a job well done!" 
fro m a fr iend and partner in fftinistrv. 
- /01111 Bi11dl!r, for111cr exrrntiI>e director .­
N.A.B. 0 
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Programs or Small Groups? 
by Lyle E. Schaller 

O
ne of the contem­
porary discussions 
in American 

Protestantism concerns the 
successor to the 1920s 
church that was organized 
largely around preaching, 
one ad ult choir, an attrac­
tive Sunday school, inherit­
ed denominational loyal­
ties, powerful kinship ties, 
geographical convenience, 

6f FORE Wf STARTED ftiE"fTf ~, 

1 lJlDNT C.ARE lF 1 CAMf, 
GAYf Of EVEN OELONGEO/ 

be adapted to and util ized 
in smaller congrega tions 
that average fewer than 
sixty at worship and do not 
have the resources to 

and Sunday evening wor-
ship . Thousands of church 
buildings were constructed 
to house that definition of 
church. 

In the 1950s, it began to 
become apparent that was 
not a fully viable model for 
the age of the automobile. 
One widely followed alter­
native was to stick with 
that mod el and watch the 
congregation grow older 
and smaller. A second was 
to relocate and seek to 
recreate tha t model in the 
su burbs. 

A third was to expand and diver­
sify the en tire program. In a rela­
tively few congregations, this even­
tually led to two or three or four 
different worship experiences every 
weekend, a huge variety of choices 
under the umbrella of the teaching 
ministries, an extensive ministry of 
music, a growing array of mu tual 
support groups, a large singles min­
is try, programs for senior citizens, 
mission trips, a pastoral counseling 
staff, trips to the Holy Land, a huge 
youth program, two or three drama 
groups, and a variety of other pro­
grams. At least 98 percent of all 
Protes ta nt congrega tions, however, 
wrote off that alternative with the 
comment, "We're too sma ll to d o all 
of that." 

More recently, a fou rth response 

20 BAPTIST HERALD 

:---­
QUESTERS 

MEET HERE 
EVERY 
THURS~'{ 
aS SP.M. 

• 
become a program-centered 
church; b) it offers a mean­
ingful response to the m il­
lions of people born since 
1940 who a re on a self-iden­
tified religious quest; c) it 
d oes not requ ire a large 
staff or a big building (bu t 
it does require a high level 
of competence in the person 
who will initia te and over­
see this approach to min­
istry); d) it can be added to ~ 

.~ -~ 
the exis ting local church 
sched ule without disrupt­
ing either the present 
sched ule or any of the 

6nutll groups 
can raiu a church':; 
conunitntettt fwd I 

• 

has been to conceptualize the 
church as a congregation of congre­
ga tions, each of which includes sev­
eral groups with the large body 
gathering once or twice weekly for 
celebration and to praise God . 

The recent publication of Sllnri11g 
the journey: Support Croups and 
America's New Quest for Co111111unity 
by Robert Wuthnow (The Free 
Press, 1994) plus the possibilities of 
adapting the Korean concept of 
cells to the American religious cul ­
ture have given new momentum to 
a fi fty-year-old emphasis on the 
power of small Bible stud y and 
prayer groups. 

Why? 
Among the many attractive 

aspects of this concept are a) it ca n 

established programs, ser­
vices, groups, choirs, or 
organizations; e) it can be a 
meaningful response to the 
current concern about ind i­
vidua l low self-esteem; 
f) this small-group 

approach to ministry ca n provide 
severa l attractive entry points for 
potential new members; g ) it is con­
sis tent with the contemporary 
emphasis on ind ivid ualism 
(Wutlinow points out that 111ost rnr­
re11t s11inl/ gro11 ps nffir111 i11divid11n­
lis111 ); h) it d oes not require a high 
level of individu al commitment 
(n ltho11gh i111ple111e11ti11g this nppronc/1 
to 111i11 istry is far 111ore diffirnlt in low­
co111111it111e11t co11gregntio11s thn11 i11 
churches that project hig/1 expectntio11s 
of n11yo11e seeking to beco111e n full 
111e111ber); i) while far from automa t­
ic, if the small groups meet in the 
church bu ild ing, ra ther than in 
homes, these weekly ga therings ca n 
be a va luable component of a larger 
strategy for the assimilat ion of new­
comers into the la rger fe llowship; 

and j) perhaps mos t d istinctive of 
all, the sma ll-group movement is an 
excellent way for congregations to 
focus on the concerns of people 
ra ther than to follow the natural 
institutiona l goals of that congrega­
tion or the denomination. 

O ne of the valuable fringe bene­
fi ts of small grou ps is that, in addi­
tion to nurturing the growth of the 
ind ividual, they can become the 
"third place" in people's lives. (The 
concep t of the individual's need for 
a third place, beyond home and 
work, was identified by Ray 
Oldenburg in his book, The Great 
Good Pince, Paragon House, 1989. A 
highly visible example of a third 
place was illus trated by the televi­
sion series Cheers.) Professor 
Wuthnow contends that, for many, 
the small group is a place where 
participants are accepted, affirmed, 
and taken seriously-which is an 
excellent d efinition of a good third 
place. He a lso points out the num­
ber one reason for join ing a small 
grou p is " to grow as a person." 

Finally, the small-group concept 
can be ada pted to meet a variety of 
needs. One approach is to focus on 
nurturing the spi ri tual and personal 
growth of the individual. A second 
is the recovery or " twelve-step" 
theme. A third is learning with a 
primary emp hasis on content. A 
fourth is service. A fi fth is caring. 
A sixth is creativity. A seventh is 
for those contemplating uniting 
with that particula r congregation. 
An eighth is discipling. A ninth is 
the pra yer cell. 

What's the Problem? 
Unfortunately, this renewed 

emphasis on the va lue of small 
groups has created a d ivers ionary 
debate tha t often is voiced in either­
or terms. Should we concentrate on 
expand ing our progrnm as we seek 
to become a seven-day-a-week 
church? O r should we focus on 

expanding that network of small 
groups? 

The best answer is BOTH-AND! 
To be more precise, taking advan­
tage of the strength of conventional 
large-group programming and also 
expand that network of small 
groups. 

Large-group programming, 
which usually means groups of 12 
to 300 ind ividuals, often is more 
appropriate than small face-to-face 
groups for a) the corporate worship 
of God, b) vocal choirs, c) instru­
mental groups, d) adult Sunday 
school classes, e) children's mjn­
istries, f) youth programming, g) 
mission trips, h) entry points for 
newcomers, i) the assimilation of 
new members, j) content-centered 
learning opportunities, k) work 
teams, l) religious drama, m) min­
istries with never-married adults, 
n) senior citizen programming, o) 
festivals and concerts, p) rallies, 
q) issue-centered ministries, r) com­
munity outreach programmjng, 
s) community development efforts, 
and t) fi nancial campaigns. 

Three Differences 
Unlike the small-group move­

ment, the organizational skills 
required for conventional church 
p rogramIT"ting are skills tha t have 
been mastered by large numbers of 
the laity in the workplace, while 
serving as leaders in other volun­
tary organizations, as _parents, and 
as volunteer commumty leaders. A 
different set of skills is required to 
create, nurture, and oversee Sfftall 

groups. 
Perhaps the two most widely 

neglected distinctions b: t':"een the 
program approach to mnustry and 
the small-group movement are 1) 
the former is easier than the small­
group concept to implement in low­
commitment churches and 2) the 
latter requires a higher level of skill 

COMPELLED TO SERVE 

among the paid staff and more per­
sis tence than does lay-owned and 
lay-operated programming such as 
the Sund ay school or the women's 
organization or the men's fellow­
ship . 

Three Key Variables 
Both small groups and program­

cen tered ministries have their p lace 
in contemporary church planning. 
Which should receive the top prior­
ity in your congregation? 

If your number-one goal is to 
expand the number of variety of 
attractive entry points for future 
new members, and if you have the 
resources to do this, the best 
approach p robably is to expand the 
total program, sched ule an addi­
tional worship experience that is 
not a carbon copy of your present 
worship service, ad d new classes to 
your teaching ministry, and create 
new programs in response to nar­
rowly and precisely defined needs 
such as a new mothers' club or a 
minis try with younger childless 
couples, or work camp trips for 
1T1atu re ad ults. 

If your pri111nry forns is on e11rich­
i11g the personal n11d spiritual journeys 
of today's 111embers n11d of misi11g tl1e 
co111mitme11 t level of your 111embers, the 
small-group app roach may be 
where you should concentrate your 
resources. 

The critical variable, however, is to 
build 011 the strengths, gifts, experi­
ences, and skills of your pastor. Is your 
pastor more com fortable with creat­
ing, nurturing, and overseeing 
small groups? Or with expanding 
the total program? That answer 
may determine you r next steps. 

A Both-and Goal 
A challenging goal would be that 

for 40 percent of the mem.bers the 
number-two poi nt of involvement, 

(Co11ti1111ed 011 page 26) 
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Mrs. Linda J. Weber 

Women's Ministries 
Director 

Mrs. Pam Arends 

President 
Shady Grove Baptist 
Church, Gaithersburg, 
Maryland 
Vice President f -
1991-1994 

Mrs. Coral Lehman 

Vice President I 
West Meadows Baptist 
Church, Edmonton 
Alberta ' 
Vice President fl -
1997-1994 
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Women's Missionary .Fellowship 1995 

Who We Are 
The purpose of the North American Baptist 

Conference is -"to glorify God by making disciples of 
Jesus Christ at home and abroad by stimulating asso­
ciations and churches to make disciples; by facilitating 
the interdependence of member churches; and by pro­
viding services that are best done collectively." 

Using Acts 1:8 as the foundation, the Women's 
Missionary Fellowship was founded -"to reach women 
in our neighborhoods, communities, nations, and the 
world for Jesus Christ." Our goal has been to establish 
women's ministry groups that plan for a balanced 
ministry providing solid Christian fellowship, chal­
lenging individuals to grow spiritually, and enabling 
women to do service and outreach at home and around 
the world. The Women's Missionary Fellowship is the 
binational umbrella organization for all women's min­
istry groups in our North American Baptist churches. 

Mrs. Judy Dryer 

Me111ber-at-La rge, 
US East, /111111a11uel 
Baptist Churcli, Ke11oslm , 
Wisconsin 

T he horizon is fu ll of opportunities 
for women's ministries in the sec­
ond half of this decade and on into 

the 21st Century. Women we know, as well 
as women touched by our Conference mis­
sions, are facing increasing pressures due 
to d omestic abuse, poverty, loneliness, illit­
eracy, p regnancy issues, child rea ring, and 
crime. In small towns and large urban 
areas, on farms and ranches, and in the 
suburbs, women need ministries of recon­
ciliation, healing, friendsh ip, and hope to 
give their lives meaning. 

O n firs t cons ideration, these needs and 
challenges may appear too overwhelming 
to be addressed and impacted by the aver­
age North American Baptist woman or the 
average North American Baptist church. 
But tha t view does not take into account 
God's limitless resources which He makes 
available to us, His children. We have 
God's Word, the Scriptures, through which 
we may be "thoroughly equipped for 
every good work" (2 Timothy 3:16-1 7). We 
must continue to grow as disciples 
throug h the study and practice of God's 
Word and the exercise of our spiritual 
g ifts. With Cod's empowerment He can 
use us mightily in ministry with and to 
women. We ga ther encouragement from 
one another and together we can accom­
plish grea t things for God . 

The Women's Missiona ry Fellowship 
executive committee and our women's 
minis tries director desire to be team play­
ers with you for the purpose of encourag-

ing, informing, teaching, and equipping 
our N.A.B. women for ministry. Each 
N.A.B. woman has a vital role to play in 
her own corner of God's Kingdom and 
together we can combine our efforts to 
multip ly the results. We are committed to 
strengthening the effectiveness of our 
WMF ministry by offering leadership 
training workshops in each Association. 
By training and mobilizing our women at 
the Association and local church levels, we 
can have a great influence for Christ in our 
churches, homes, and communities- even 
worldwid e through our Conference mis­
sions. 

In several Scripture passages, the 
Christian pilgrimage is pictured by the 
Apostle Paul as a race. I'd like to think we 
can run our race in the same spirit as one 
which was run several years ago during 
the Special Olympics. The menta lly and 
physically disabled children lined up at 
the starting line eagerly anticipating the 
100-meter race. The starter 's gun sounded 
and the runners lurched forward with 
uneven and not so swift strides, but with 
great d etermination. Somewhere around 
the halfway mark, a runner stumbled and 
fell to her hands and knees. Seeing her 
plight, all other runners stopped in their 
tracks and waited until the fa llen runner 
struggled to her feet. Then, together, all the 
runners finished the race. 

I can' t wait to see what we, in God 's 
power and grace, are going to do 
TOGETHER! 

Miss Carol Ann Bender 

Vice President II 
Century Baptist Church, 
Bismarck, North Dakota 

Mrs. Janice Hiller 

Member-at-Large, 
Canada , Whyte Ridge 

Baptist C1111rc11, 
Wi1111ipcg, Manitoba 

Mrs. Donna Boyd 

Me111bcr-at-Largc, US 
West, First Baptist 

C/111rc/1, Elk Gnrul' , 
Califomia 
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Praise God for people 
receiving Christ as Savior 
and for His growing Church 

•MANITOWOC, WI. The Rev. 
Gilbert Benson Moore, interim pas­
tor at First Baptis t Church, baptized 
six youth, five of whom were 
Hmong. - Alice Gates 

• EUREKA, SD. Pastor Perry 
Schnabel baptized a youth and wel­
comed him into the fellowship of 
First Baptist Church. -Irene Kus/er 

• ALPENA, MI. Word of Life 
Baptist Church held a baptismal ser­
vice in which six people were bap­
tized. The hand of fellowship was 
extended to nine others. The Rev. 
Fred Sweet is the pastor. -Helen 
Ehman 

•WISHEK, ND. Pastor Gordon 
Huisinga baptized six persons at 
First Baptist Church, and seven 
were given the right hand of fellow­
ship. - Peggy Bettenhnuser 

•JAMESTOWN, ND. Temple 
Baptist Church shared a combined 
baptismal service with First Baptist 
Church, Medina, ND. Pastor Randy 
Jaspers baptized one child from 
Temple Baptist and two adults from 
First Baptist. -Leona Meisch 

• WINNIPEG, MB. The Rev. 
Richard ~r.abke baptized seven peo­
ple at M1ss1on Baptist Church. He 
welcomed them and two others 
who joined the Church by testimo­
ny.-Anne Pohl 

Kitchener youth continue 
Christmas tradition 

•KITCHENER, ON. For more than 
25 years, the youth at Central 
Baptis t Church have hosted an 
evening for senior members and 
friends. The program of music, a 
skit, a poem, and sharing Christmas 
memories is held in German, even 
though several of the youth cannot 
speak German. The Rev. Ronald 
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Kelway is pastor. - Karen Yahn 

Golden Prairie church 
uses drama as outreach 

• GOLDEN PRAIRIE, SK. Firs t 
Baptist Church held a dessert the­
atre as a means of outreach to their 
rural community. The Hillcrest 
Drama Tea m, Medicine Ha t, AB., 
presented two dramas, "The Bea uty 
Operator" and "The Rag Man." 

In "The Rag Man," the mono­
logue speaks of Jesus as the Rag 
Man who comes to people to collect 
their rags of loneliness, sin, and 
hopelessness. In exchange, He 
gives them new cloth-new life. The 
Rev. Eric Spletzer is pastor. 

Oklahoma Fellowship 
meets; honors Zeebs 

•CORN, OK. On Sunday, October 
2, Calvary Baptist Church hosted 
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the Oklahoma Fellowship, with Pas­
tor and Mrs. Bob Burkle in charge. 

The Rev. Milton Zeeb brought 
the morning message, and Mrs. 
Zeeb sang. 

Each church presented a musical 
number. After the noon meal, the 
group gathered for a retiremen t 
party honori ng Mr. and Mrs. Zeeb 
(pictured) for his 22 yea rs of service 
as South Central Area Minister. The 
Zeebs were presented with a pa ir of 
crystal lamps. 

A loca l band and Gospel singers 
enterta ined the congregation prior 
to the evening meal. All fi ve 
Oklahoma Churches were well rep­
resented, along with their pastors: 
the Rev. and Mrs. Merv Noah, 

Bethel Baptist Church, Cherokee; 
the Rev. and Mrs. Tony Dickerson, 
Zion Baptist Church, Okeene; the 
Rev. and Mrs. Curtis Wei ns, 
Ebenezer Baptist Church, Shattuck; 
and the Rev. and Mrs. Roger 
Freelander, Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Loya l. -L. Hoock 

Alpena church hosts 
Association 

•ALPENA, MI. Word of Life 
Baptis t Church hosted the annual 
Great Lakes Association meeting, 
Oct. 21 -22, 1994. Delega tes from 19 
churches heard the Rev. Jim Fann, 
keynote speaker, address the theme, 
"Through the Church We Build." 
Missionary to the Philippines, Jon 
Duba, spoke at the men's breakfast. 

A group of people from Stony 
Creek Church, Shelby Township, 
MI, a church plant, presented an 
example of one of their services. 

The Association discussed the 
possibility of starting a new church 
plan t in the near fu ture. -Helen 
Eh 111n 11 

Alpena church holds 
retirement party 

• ALPENA, MI. Word of Life 
Baptist Church held a retirement 
pa rty for the Rev. and Mrs. George 
Dee, who served for 40 years in 
Zimbabwe, Africa. - Helen El1111n11 

Atlantic Association 
women hold retreat 

•LONG BEACH ISLAND, NJ. 
Harvey Cedars Bible Conference 
grounds was the site of the Atlantic 
Association's Women's Fall Retreat 
on Oct. 28-30, 1994; 69 women 
attend ed. 

Carol Ann Bender, second vice 
presid ent of th e Na tional WMF, 
served as speaker on the theme, 
"Designer Hats .. . Designer God." 
She a lso told of her work as a 
domestic violence cou nselor and 

challenged the women to be con­
cerned Christians. 

Other activities included work­
shops, Bible studies, and crafts. -
Audrey Dorozowski 

Temple church 
dedicates pew Bibles 

• JAMESTOWN, ND. Four teens 
assisted in the dedication service for 
48 pew Bibles presented to Temple 
Baptist Church. They were pur­
chased with the memorial gifts for 
Emanuel Brenneise, who passed 
away in July. Pastor Randy Jaspers 
led in a d edicatory prayer. -Leann 
Meisch 

Christmas Tea held as 
a community outreach 

• JAMESTOWN, ND. The 
Women's Missionary Fellowship of 
Temple Baptist Church held its 
annual Mother-Daughter-Friends 
Tea. Eighty-four women from three 
neighboring churches in Va lley 
City, Medina, and Gackle attended 
as well as women from churches in 
Jamestown. 

"It was a time to put the true 
meaning of Chris tmas in its pro_per 
perspective," reports Leona Meisch. 
The Rev. Randy Jaspers is the pastor. 

Sacramento church in 
process of relocating 

• SACRAMENTO, CA. Dr. Ron 
Mahood, the new pastor at Corner­
stone Baptis t (formerly Willow 
Rancho), reports an attendance 0 '. 90 

at the morning worship services 111 

October. The church rents a 
Reformed Church facili ty from 1 
p.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday after­
noons. It has sold its building to 
First Slavic Evangelical Baptist 
Church. Cornerstone Baptist 
Church is purchasing 5.6 acres of 
land to build its new facilities on. 

Pastor's retreat held 
at Hume Lake 

• CALIFORNIA. A four day pas­
tor's retreat was held at the summer 
youth camp facilities, Hume Lake. 
350 pastors and wives, representing 
34 N.A.B. Conference churches, 
heard speakers, Dr. Lewis and Mrs. 
Colleen Evans. 

West Center Street church 
holds missions conference 

• MADISON, SD. West Center 
Street Baptist Church held its "Mis­
sions Alive" Conference with spe­
cial speakers, Dr. Rod Zimmerman, 
missionary to Cameroon, and 
Lucille Wipf, missionary to Japan. 

Various programs included a 
pizza party and video for the youth, 
a meeting with the church board, an 
emphasis on how to pray for mis­
sionaries, and meetings with mis­
sionaries in members' homes. 

Lucille Wipf related how contacts 
outside the Tsu Christian Center and 
Tsu church in Japan have brought 
people to the place where they want 
to learn more of Jesus Christ. 

The Annual Harvest Festival 
meal, which is open to the public, 
was served Sunday evening bring­
ing to a close the "Missions Alive" 
weekend activities. The Rev. Steve 
Vetter is the pastor. -P. Frerichs 

Winnipeg church provides 
urban pastoral in ternship 

• WINNIPEG, MB. Respected in 
Winnipeg's inner-city for its d iversi­
ty of ministries and positive impact 
on the community, New Life 
Ministries affords great opportuni­
ties for ministry and continued 
training for individua ls heading for 
full-time pastoral ministry. 

Larry Gregan, a graduate of 
Providence Seminary (M.Div.), has 
started working with New Life 
Ministries fo r one year as part of its 
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Northgate church . 
celebrate5 the family 

• EDMONfON, AB. Northgate 
Ba tist Church culmina ted its cele-

p '11 F · 1 II • ti bration of " J 1e am1 y w1 1 a " 
musical called "Bind Us Together, 
presented b)' 30 member families. 
The celebration focused on chal­
lenging farriilies to build and 
t tl tJ'ieir ind ividual families 

s ~etlngJ 1
e

11
christ as their centre. w1 1 esus 

For six svnday evenings, the 
Church became home. Here families 
enjoyed and spent time doing activ­
ities they "',0 uld do in their own 
homes. The kitchen was open for 
coffee and conversation; the living 
room (the fellowship hall) was set 
u p with vid eos; the library was 
available fol' quiet time with a good 
book· the basement was the recre­
ation' room with Lego Land, Barbie 
Land , ping pong, board ga1:nes, craft 
activities, arid toys for the little 
ones. 

"The Chorch is gra teful to Kathy 
Korner for 11er willingness to allow 
God to use her gifts to help us to 
worship our Lord and King," 
reports Lori Reiter. The Rev. Sieg 
Koslowski is the pastor. 

Altizer commissioned for 
anniversary celebration 

•STOCKTON, CA. Mary Ka~' 
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Altizer was commissioned by Quail 
Lakes Baptist Church to arrange a 
musical composition in celebration 
of the church's 35th anniversary. 
This piece, arranged for organ and 
trumpet, was p remiered a t the wor­
ship services on November 23. She 
was fea tured on the piano during 
the Triennial Conference. 

Quail Lakes church 
holds day of prayer 

•STOCKTON, CA. On Nov. 19, 
1994, Quail Lakes Baptist Church 
held a Day of Prayer to specifically 
pray for the unsaved loved ones of 
the Church family. 

As the congregation came to have 
their pictures taken for the new 
directory, they were asked if the 
Church would be a llowed to pray 
especially for family and friends 
who need to know Jesus in a per­
sonal way. The Rev. Fred Jantz is 
the pastor. 

Christmas offering 
designated for outreach 

• LODI, CA. The Chris tmas Eve 
offering this year at Temple Baptist 
Church was designated to fund two 
special outreach programs to reach 
the unbelievers in Lodi. 

Part of the mission statement of 
the church is "going into our com­
munity to turn unbelievers into 
believers in Christ," which means 
that we need to find ways to make 
an impact on unbelievers and pre­
sent the gospel in an effective way 
to them. 

Testimony tree featured pro­
gram at Brookfield church 

• BROOKFIELD, WI. An especially 
meaningful service held on a 
December Sunday evening featured 
Ch ristmas Tree Testimonies. Almost 
all persons in attendance brought an 
ornament depicting why the person 
or couple was thankful to the Lord 
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in 1994. After giving a testimony, 
the individual or couple hung the 
ornament on the tree. 

The two-hour service closed with 
the singing of the carol, "Silent 
Night," w ith only the Christmas 
tree lights lit. Associate Pastor 
Harry Anderson led the service. 

Hillcrest Church celebrates 
lOOth anniversary 

• SULTAN, WA. Hillcrest Baptist 
Church celebrated its lOOth anniver­
sary in conjunction with the Pacific 
Northwest Association meetings, 
Oct. 6-8, 1994. Throughout the 
weekend , it was emphasized that 
God has been sufficient yesterday, 
is sufficient today, and will continue 
to be into tomorrow. 

The Rev. Phil Yntema, N.A.B. 
Conference executive director, chal­
lenged the group to be in personal 
relationship with God as they s tep 
into tomorrow to make disciples 
who in turn will make more d isciples. 

An evening was set aside specifi­
cally to commemora te the 100th 
anniversary with 2SO people attend­
ing the banquet. The program 
included reminiscing about those 
who served Hillcrest and the min­
istry that had taken place through­
out the years. The Rev. William 
Neuman is the pastor. -Deanna Rode 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 
•Mr. and Mrs. William Erbach of 
River Hills, WI, celebrated their Slst 
anniversary, Sept. 13, 1994. They are 
members of Ridgewood Baptist 
Church, Brookfield, WI. 

•Mr. and Mrs. Peter Maerzluft of 
Parma, OH, celebrated their 6Sth 
anniversary, Nov. 10, 1994. They are 
members of Redeemer Baptist 
Church, Parma, OH. 

Programs or Small Groups? ... 
(co11tin11ed fro111 page 21) 

after sharing in the corporate wor­
ship of God, would be in a sma ll 
group. 

For another 40 percent, the num­
ber-two point of personal involve­
ment would be in a prog ram area 
such as a vocal choir or the 
women's organization or the 
Sunday school class. 

For 10 percent, that number-two 
point of involvement would be as a 
leader or policymaker, but all of 
these leaders also would be faithful 
members of.one of the small groups. 
The remaining 10 percen t a re not 
interested in any of these alterna­
tives and attend Sunday m orning 
worship when they have nothing 
else to do. 

This would enable the pastor to 
boast, "Ninety percent of o ur p eople 
are actively involved in a small 
group on a continuing basis or in 
some programmatic aspect of our 
church or both or as an active 
leader." 

Approximately 90 percent of the 
laity who hear that boast would be 
filled with envy while 90 percent of 
the clergy would be filled with dis­
belief. 0 

Copyright © 1995 by Lyle£. Schaffer, 
530 North Brainard St., Naperviffe, IL 
60563-3199. 

Emmanuel Baptist Church 
Morris, Manitoba 

invites all former pastors, 
members, and friends to share 

in celebrating 100 years 
of God's grace 

July 26-28, 1996 

Plan to join us for this time 
of thanksgiving and praise. 

The Family Trust 

There is an interesting 
change occurring in our 
society today. Many 

individuals, especially those 
with wealth, are having sec­
ond though ts about how they 
w ill distribute property to the 
next generation. 

It is estiIT1ated that approxi­
mately $6 to $8 billion will be 
transferred: 

• From a generation whose philos­
ophy concerning money has its roots 
in the depression and who is known 
as the deferred gratification genera­
tion, 

To a generation which has ~ever 
experienced a depression and is_per­
ceived to be an instant gratificatwn 
generation. 
• From a generation who 1~ay have 
thought about divorce, but 1f they 
did, never followed through, 

To a generation where the 
divorce ra te is now in excess of SO 
percent. 

• From a generation w~10 ~ou~~ a­
never really consid er bnngmg htig 
tion against a fellow man, 

To a generation that seems to be 
obsessed with litigation. 
• From a generation who never 
perceived that they would ovm 

Wealth , f 
To a generation w hom they 0 ten 

do not perceive able to manage 

wealth . "ff 
When we combine these di er-

ences in perception concerning 
1 t te tax rate money with a fed era es a ' 

as high as 5S percent payable by 
. 1 ve a tremen-each generat10n, we 1a . 

dous need for crea tive plannmg. 
.f sL1me a SO For example, 1 we as . . 

$1 o mil hon percen t esta te tax rate, a Id 
esta te d is tributed to children wo

1
u.

1 be reduced to $S million. If the c 11. -
d ren added this inheritance to their 
personal wealth and continued to bl e 
. bracket t1e ma 50 percent esta te tax ' ' 
g randchildren would receive $2.5 

·11· f .. 1$10million rn1 ion o the on g ma 

($600,000 per spouse) to the 
trust during lifetime. 
The remainder of the estate 
would be transferred to the 
trust at the time of death. 

0 
An Interesting Concept? 

~ Regardless of the size of your 
] estate, you might wish to con-

..;:.;::::i..._...u...._:_ _____ __. ~ sider this planning to protect 

estate. And if the grandchildren 
were also in 50 percent tax brackets, 
the great-grandchildren would only 
receive $1,2SO,OOO of the original $10 
million. The remaining $8,7SO,OOO 
would have been paid in taxes. 

The Family Trust 
Is One Solution 

As a solution to this dilemma, 
many individuals are considering a 
family trust. The trust is established 
either during lifetime or at death. It 
is designed to pay income to any liv­
ing beneficiary based upon need. 

The trustee can be given the right 
to use any of the assets of the trust to 
maintain the standard of living of 
any of the beneficiaries, which . . 
would include health care, prov1dmg 
income was not sufficient. 

The trustee can loan assets to fam­
ily members to purchas: a home or 
start a business. Assets m the trust 
will not be subject to divorce or liti­
gation claims and will be protected 
against spend thrift tendencies of 
fam ily members. And because the 
family members do not actually own 
the assets, they w ill not be subject to 
tax at the death of the children, 
grandchildren, or great-grandchil­
dren. 

When designed properly, life 
insurance can be placed into the 
trust during lifetime. In addition, 
you can make gifts to the trust of 
$10,000 per year, per spouse. And if 
it is practical to do so, you can also 
transfer the amou nt that can be off­
set by the tax credit equivalency 

assets as you provide for fam­
ily members. 

Naturally, the estate must be 
laro-e enough that it will be practical 
to ~anage the assets. And if your 
estate is large enough to be subject 
to federal estate tax, then this con­
cept becomes even more interesting. 

Our staff has prepared a special 
planning report, "The Family Trust, 
How to Make a 'Safe' Gift to Your 
Family," which explores this con­
cept in further detail. Please request 
your free copy today. There is no 
cost or obligation. 0. 

(Neither the Devdop111e11t Dcpart111e11t 11or the 
N.A.B. Co11fere11cc is e11gaged i11 rc11deri11s les_al 
or tax advice. For advice or assistance 111 Sflecific 
cases, t/1e sen•ices of n11 attorney should be 
obtni11cd. Tlze purpose of this article is to provide 
i11for111ntio11 of n ge11eral clraracter 011/y. ) 
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D YES! Please send me the 
special planning report, 

"The Family Trust, How to Make 
a 'Safe' Gift to Your Family." I 
understand there is no cost or 
obligation. 
Name __________ _ 

Address ---------­

City-----------
State ____ Code _____ _ 

Birthdate ----------
Spouse's birthdate ______ _ 

Mail to Dr. Constantino Salios, 
North American Baptist Conference 

1 So. 210 Summit Ave. 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181-3994 

Phone: (708) 495-2000 
Fnx: (708) 495-3301 
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Elgin church hosts 
Iowa Association 
Fall Youth Retreat 

•ELGIN, IA. The Iowa Association 
Fall Youth Retreat was hosted by 
the youth of First Baptis t Church. 
The them e, "Hands Across Iowa," 
was visually expressed in the 
youth-designed shirts worn by the 
teens. 

Craig Johnson, George, IA, min­
istered to the youth through music 
with the message tha t each of us are 
a temple of God of intrinsic value 
and designed with a dis tinct, 
unique purpose. 

Competi tion was hot as teens 
matched up fo r their own vers ion of 
"Family Feud." (The Elgin youth 
surveyed their church with Bible 
questions for the 'top 5' answers). 
The fun contin ued Saturday after­
noon as the teens headed up to 
Village Creek Bible Camp for crafts, 
horseback riding, hiking, volleyball, 
a nd archery. 

The you th w ho participa ted were 
from Aplington Baptist, Apling ton; 
Firs t Baptis t, Bu ffalo Center; Oak 
Street Baptist, Burlington; Central 
Baptis t and First Baptist, George; 
Calvary Ba ptis t, Parkersburg; Firs t 
Baptis t, Steamboat Rock; and Victor 
Baptist, Victor. 

"We com mend th e congregation 
of Firs t Baptis t Church for opening 
their hear ts a nd hom es to 160 you th 
a nd sp onsors," repor ts Leanne 
Carlson, youth sponsor. "The only 
g litch in the weekend was a n out­
break of chicken pox and the fl u. 
This prompted someone to suggest 
changing the theme from "Hands 
across Iowa" to "Spread It across 
Iowa ." 
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Temple youth "Feed Their Faith" 

•JA M ESTO W N, N D. The you th 
g roup a t Tem ple Ba ptis t C hurch, 
under the leadership of Kris ty 
Jaspers a nd Doris G iedt, went door­
to-door ga thering nonperishable 
a nd canned food item s for the 
Salva tion Army a nd Social Ser vices 
in Jam estow n . Their m otto was 

Temple church children 
raise money for Angel Tree 

•JAMESTOWN, N D. The firs t 
throu gh third g rad e Sunday school 
class a t Temple Baptist Church, 
under the teaching of Doris G iedt, 
compiled a cookbook. All o f the 494 
copies were sold and together w ith 
som e dona tions, the stud en ts raised 
$365. With this mo ney, g ifts were 
purchased for p risoners' children 

"Feed Your Fa ith a nd Feed Your 
Face." 

"After ' feeding their fa ith,' Kris ty 
a nd Doris served them lunch," 
reports Leona Meisch. "They had a 
wonderful time serving the Lord a s 
they served the less fortunate." The 
Rev. Randy Jaspers is the pasto r. 0 

w hose na m es were selected from 
the "Angel Tree." 

In additio n, the youth p resented 
food baskets to needy fa milies, 
served as bell ringers for the 
Salvation Army fo r a d ay, a nd p ub­
lis hed a paper called , "The Sunday 
School Sun." 

"They are lea rning w ha t it m ea ns 
to 'serve the Lord w ith g ladness,"' 
reports Leona Meisch. The Rev . 
Ra ndy jas pers is the pastor. 

• LEHMANN, WIL-
HELM (77), Harper 
Woods, Ml; born March 
15, 1917, to Ferdinand 
and Emma Schultz a t 
Lublin, Poland; died 
Nov. 24, 1994; married 
Hildegard Lehmann 
(nee Large), Oct. 17, 
1953; member, 
Ridgemont Baptist 
Church, Eastpointe, Ml; 
and Conner Avenue 
Baptist Church, Detroit, 
Ml; survived by his 
wife, Hildegard; one 
daughter, Dorothy 
(Dave) Trost, Millgrove, 
ON; two g randchild ren; 
brother, Arthur; two sis-
ters: Waldina Jaeger, 
Alma Kwek; the 
Reverends Arthur 
Boymook, L. Chase, and 
G. Johnson officia ting. 

• MALMBERG, 
ARNOLD T. (86), 
Hamden, CT; born Dec. 
4, 1907, to Carl and 
Sophia Anderson 
Malmberg in Grand 
Rapids, MI; d ied Nov. 
16, 1994; married Emily 
Moult; ordained at 
Berachah Church, 
Phi ladelphia, PA, 1937; 
served as pastor a t 
Preston burg 
Presbyterian, KY, 1930-
34; Bible Church, New 
Brunsvvick, NY, 1939-50; 
Evangelical Free 
Chu rch, New Haven, 
CT, 1950-65; and Centra l 
Baptist Church, 
Hamden, CT, 1967-1994; 
predeceased by his wife, 
Emily; survived by two 
daughters: Elizabeth 
Van Seters, Chapel Hill , 
NC; Eunice Murphy, 
Statesboro, GA; three 
sons: A. David, 
Hamden; John C., West 
Haven; and Thomas T., 

Brim field, IL; one 
brother, Ca rl; nine 
grandchild ren; and four 
great-grandchildren. 

• NULL, ELNORA 
GLEN DA LEE (59), 
Flower Mound, TX; born 
March 13, 1935, to Jacob 
and Louella Ellis in 
Grundy County, MO, 
and ra ised by her grand-
parents, Sylas and 
Jennie Albers; died Nov. 
21, 1994; married 
George Null, March 7, 
1964; member, First 
Baptist Church, Lamar, 
CO; active member, chi!-
d ren's Beginners Class 
teacher, CrossTimbers 
Baptist Church, Flower 
Mound, TX; prede-
ceased by her parents; 
survived by her hus-
band, George; one son, 
James (Tami); two 
daughters: Carol 
(Nathan) Douglas; 
Meloney (Glen) Norris; 
stepson, David 
(Rhonda); three step-
daughters: Barbara, 
Ruby, and Susan; a 
''brother," Owen Albers; 
n-vo "sisters": Ina 
McMillen and Margie 
Albers; nine grandchil-
d ren; the Rev. Ron 
Presley officiated. 

• WESSELER, 
DELMAR L. (71), 
Hutchinson, KS; born 
Feb. 7, 1923, to Walter 
and Frances Wesseler in 
Lorraine, KS; died Nov. 
15, 1994; married Thelea 
Schroeder, March 28, 
1948, who predeceased 
him, May 14, 1990; mar-
ried Joyce Keast, June 6, 
1992; li fe-long member 
as well as deacon, 
Centennial Committee 
chair, and Pastoral 

Search Committee chair, 
Fi rst Bap tist Church, 
Lorraine, KS; N.A.B. 
Conference Moderator: 
(1973-'76); chair, 
International Office 
Relocation and Build ing 
Committee chair; 
General Council mem-
ber; Church Extension 
Committee chair; 
Finance Committee 
member; Executive 
Committee member; 
chair, LAC Triennial 
Conference, Wichita 
1970-'73; General 
Council and Finance 
Committee member of 
Baptist World Alliance; 
board member, N.A.B. 
Seminary, Sioux Falls, 
SD; board member, 
N.A. B. College/EBS, 
Edmonton, AB; trustee, 
Judson College, Elgin, 
IL; vice president, 
Kansas Association of 
School Boards and 
member of its 
Legislative Committee; 
member, Gideons 
In ternational; active 
associate member of 
Trinity Uni ted 
Methodist Church, 
Hutchinson, KS; sur-
vived by his wife, Joyce; 
two sons: Delmar II of 
Kansas City and David 
of Lorra ine, KS; a step-
son, Jeffrey Greenhaw; a 
step-daughter, Linda 
Rayl; two sisters: 
Dorothy Danford and 
Nelda Margason; six 
step-grandchild ren; 
Dr. John Binder and 
the Rev. Monty 
Loudenslager 
officiating. 

WHAT'S HAPPENING 

Ministerial Changes 

•The Rev. James Regehr to pastor, 
Centra l Baptist Church, George IA, 
effective Jan. 1, 1995. 

•The Rev. Howard Boyd to interim 
pastor, c reenvine Baptist Church, 
Burton, ·p<. 
•The Rev. Paul Baumback to church 
planter, Boise, ID. 

•Mr. AJan Powell from pastor, 
EsterhazY Baptist Church, Esterhazy, 
SK, to pastor, Temple Baptist Church, 
Medicine Hat, AB. 
•Mr. Walter Moser to pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Avon, SD, effective 
Nov. 15, 1994. 

•The Rev. Harvey Motis from pastor, 
New Leipzig Baptist Church, ND, to 
pastor, Grace Baptist Church, Gackle, 
ND, effective Feb. 1, 1995. 

•Mr. Rob Magwood to associate pas­
tor, worship and discipleship; and Mr. 
Brian Sloan, to associate pastor, youth 
and outreach, Sturgeon Valley Baptist 
Church, St. Albert, AB. 

•The Rev. Phil Zylla from pastor, 
Greenfield Baptist Church, Edmonton, 
AB, effective Feb. 28, 1995, to study. 

•The Rev. John Fraser, from pastor, 
Temple Baptist Church, Pittsburgh, PA, 
to a non-NAB church in Bridgeport, WV. 

Petrie resigns ... 
(co11ti1111erl from pnge 18) 

continue to g rant g row th and 
spir itual vitality in our local church­
es and in our Conference minis tr ies. 
Thank you for your generous su p ­
p o rt of m y minis try at the 
In terna tional O ffice." 

Petrie's secreta ry, Joyce Kells, 
speaks for the Developm en t 
Departm en t p ersonnel w hen she 
states, "In reflecting over th e past 
seven years w orking for Dr. Petrie, I 
found his humor to be CONT A­
GEOUS, his m a nner CONSIDER­
ATE, his m anagem ent CONCILIA­
TORY, and his behavior CONSIS­
TENT. H e will be missed very m uch 
by all in the Development Depart­
ment. We w ish him well as he con­
tinues to serve God in a d ifferent 
CAPACITY." 0 
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Executive Committee 
hears Discipleship 
Campaign Proposal 

Executive Director Phil Yntema 
encouraged all members of the 

Executive Committee to memorize 
the purpose statement of the N.A.B. 
Conference: To glorify God by 
making disciples of Jesus Christ at 
home and abroad. "The statement 
redirects our Conference from 
focusing on just evangelism to the 
greater scope of discipleship which 
includes evangelism," said Yntema. 

Yntema noted that less than four 
percent of all local church giving is 
d esigna ted for making disciples 
overseas. And less than one percent 
of giving is designated for making 
disciples at home through church 
planting. 

"North American Baptists have 
done interna tional missions rig ht; so 
there is no need for change there, 
but we must focus more on estab­
lished churches at home," states 
Yntema. 

Some of the key components of 
the strategy are as follows: 

1) Emphasis will be placed on 
concerts of prayer. Prayer covenants 
will be constructed to get each 
N.A.B.'er seeking God's direction. 

2) Pastors are designated as the 
key individuals to equip the saints 
for discipleship (Ephesians 4). 

3) Our pastors will be equipped 
in discipleship and encouraged to 
grow both spiritually and profes­
sionally. 

4) Full-time area ministers will 
be sought for each area. They will 

Rev. Lyle Buyer 

Is One Of The Reasons. 

Upon his graduation from Edmonton Baptist Seminary in 1989, Lyle became the 
pastor of Faith Community Church in Airdrie. Alberta. Since 1994 he has served as 
senior pastor of McKernan Baptist Church in Edmonton, Alberta. where his strong 
pulpit ministry and innovative pastoral care and outreach styles have resulted in 
significant congregational renewal and growth . Lyle. we're proud of you and pray 
God's continued blessing on you, your family and ministry. 

EDMONTON BAPTIST SEMINARY 
is the Canadian seminary of the North American Baptist Conference that God 
has commissioned and equipped to prepare His special servants for effective 
ministry. 

If you would like to explore your ministry aspirations or receive further 
information about how Edmonton Baptist Seminary can help p repare you for 
ministry. please contact: 

~~ 

Fmonton 
Baptis t 
Seminary 
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Kurt Redschlag 
Edmonton Baptist Seminary 
11525 - 23 Avenue 
Edmonton. AB T6J 4T3 
Phone: 1-800-567-4988 
Fax: 1-403-436-94 16 

be primarily s tra tegists, s timula ting 
each association in disciplemaking. 

5) Each association w ill be treat­
ed as a unique minis try. Working 
models of discipleship that fit each 
type of N.A.B. church w ill be sought 
and encouraged . The Conference 
involvement will vary according to 
the need of each association. 

Business conducted included the 
Executive Committee approving 
that the Conference change from 
Minnesota Mutual to MetLife for its 
Pension Prog ram for the U.S. pas­
tors and Conference personnel 
beginning Jan. 1, 1995. 

The Executive Committee also 
approved searching for a consultant 
firm to analyze the Development 
Department and the Management 
Services Department. 

The Committee approved pro­
moting Karen Dicka u from 
Assistant Director to Associate 
Director for Administrative Serv ices 
in the Management Services 
Departmen t; appoi nted the Rev. Jim 
Fann, church planting director, to 
serve as Acting C hurch Ministries 
Director, also; and approved the 
Rev. Phil Yntema to act as Interim 
Development Director. 

"We plan to d o fewer things and 
do them better. Less International 
Office means less service," said 
Yntema. 0 

ACCOMMODATIONS 
1996 OLYMPICS 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Are you planning to attend? 
Don't miss out on reasonably 
priced accommodations 

• Bed & Breakfast 
• Close to Mass Transit 

For i11fon11ntio11 contnct: 
Poin te North Tours 
3816 Pin Onk Circle 
Dornville, GA 30340 
Pho11e: ( 404) 263-9018 
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BUILDING CHURCHES INTO THE 21ST CENTURY 

Camp Caroline provides opportunities for changed lives 
by Jim Crozier 
Camp Caroline Executive Director 

H e came a dedicated Mormon 
and left a dedicated believer in 

Jesus Christ. 
H e came a complacent believer 

and left saying, "I'm back. I'm refo­
cused and alive again." 

She came a solid Christian and 
left w ith an even deeper under­
standing of servant leadership. 

This is what camping is all about: 
breaking into the world of non-be­
lievers as well as believers and 
changing people's lives for eternity. 
What an investment! What a privi­
lege! 

God has changed so many lives 
in significant ways through the 
camping ministry. Just ask yourself: 
Did you m ake any significant deci­
sions in a camp setting as you were 
growing up? 

Statistics tell us that well over 80 
percent of people who become 
Christians have made some form of 
significant decision at camp. 
Christian Camping is one of the 
most exciting and vital ministries 
our N .A.B. Conference has (but then 
again, I'm just a tad biased .) 

It doesn' t matter w hat size the 
camp is. What matters is that the 
camp provides a concentrated 
amount of time to dig into w ho God 
is and experience His na ture in a 

natural setting. What better way to 
get to know the Creator? 

Camp Caroline is a multi-faceted 
year-round retreat center owned 
and op era ted by the Alberta Baptist 
Association. Nestled on 320 acres in 
the wooded foothills six km south 
of Caroline, AB, it provides facilities 
for training sessions, retreats, and 
just "getting away from it all." 

Camp facilities include two 
lodges, meeting rooms, indoor 
pools and hot tub, game room, 
sports fields and numerous hiking 
trails. The camp can accommodate 
up to 225 people. 

A complete summer camping 
program for grades two through 
twelve offers a wide variety of 
activities. The camp staff is dedicat­
ed to providing campers an under­
standing of the teachings of Jesus 
Christ. Camp Caroline also offers 
week-long family camps and an 
intensive two-week summer leader­
ship/ discipleship training course 
for high school students. 

The camp endeavors to make dis­
ciples, not just decisions. In the 
summer of 1994, out of 926 
campers, 92 made first-time deci­
sions and 109 rededicated their lives. 

Camp Caroline is gra teful for the 
ministry of CEIF. To help complete 
the most recent building projects­
the Aspenridge Lodge and the Pool/ 
Office Complex-the camp received 

Camp Caroline 

CEIF loans. While we don't like bor­
rowing money, it is easier to take 
knowing the interest we pay is used 
for a cause we believe in. 

If you haven' t been to your local 
camp lately, get out there and see 
the exciting programs offered. If you 
don' t like what you see, get on the 
board and bring about change. If 
you like what you see, get on board 
and support your local camp, not 
just financially, but in prayer and 
volunteering, using the gifts God 
has blessed you with in service to 
Him through camping. 0 

An investment with 
Church Extension Investors 

Fund (CEIF) is more than 
one-dimensional 

• CEIF gives you something 
other investments don't-an 

opportunity to serve the Lord. 
• Pays you a competitive rate 

of interest 
• Uses your money to make low 

interest construction loans to 
N.A.B. churches throughout North 
America- loans that spur growth 

•Enables N .A.B. churches 
to have visible and dynamic 
outreach into a community 

CEIF provides a safe, solid place 
for your investment dollars. For as 
little as $100, you can get a current 

market rate and know you are 
helping build churches. 

For FREE, helpful information on 
how to make a sound investment 

decision, w rite or call 
TOLL FREE 1(BOO)543-CEIF 

Church Extension Investors Fund 
1 So. 21 O Summit Ave. 

Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181-3994 
Phone: (800) 543-CEIF 

Fax: (708) 495-3301 
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Prer Deer et/ 
Vf3>rtazze 
"For God and Truth" 

This hos been the motto of the College since it 
was established in 1939. Regardless of your 
career plans, on educational experience at North 
American Baptist College will lay the foundation 
for o life·time by preparing you spiritually and 
academically for your Future. Toke courses in 
biblical and theological studies, English, history, 
philosophy, economics, sociology, psychology, 
and the fine arts - oil designed to help you 
relate your Christion faith to every area of your 
life. Study at NABC for the pursuit of knowledge 
and o growing spiritual life, for the integration of 
faith with learning, and for the establishment of 
life-long friendships. Make NABC YOUR place -
for God and truth. 

PROGRAMS OF STUDY: 
• Bachelor of Religion 
• Associate of Arts in Religion -

Two year university transfer in Arts, 
Elementary Education, and Music 

• Diploma in Music 
• Certificate in Biblical Studies 

For information on programs and admissions, 
call tolHree in Canada and the United States: 

1·800·567·4988 
11523 · 23 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberto T 6J 4T3 

Telephone (4a3) 437-1960 Fox (403) 436·9416 


